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HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIYES 


OF  THB 


STATE  OF   LOUISIANA. 


SESSION   OF   1864. 


UoniDJLT,  October  3, 1864. 

On  Monday,  the  3d  day  of  Octoberi  1864,  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  con- 
■titation'for  the  meeting  of  a  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Looisiana,  the  representatives  met  at  Liberty  Hall. 

Tbe  Hoose  was  called  to  order  at  12  h.  by  W.  U.  Seymour,  Esq.,  at  the 
request  of  members. 

^    Mr.  Seymour  was  nominated  speaker  pro  (em.,  and  on  a  division  being 
called  for,  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Baitm— I  nominate  T.  XJ.  Laster,  speaker  pro  tern. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Laster  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Foley — I  nominate  William  J.  Fomiss  secretary  pro  Um, 

Mb.  Baum—I  object,  as  the  gentleman  named  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Hotue. 

Mb.  Folbt—I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  BacM'-I  nominate  Mr.  Foley. 

Tbe  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Foley  was  declared  secretary  pro  tern. 
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Mr.  T.  U.  Laster  (speaker).— Gentlemen,  I  am  not  an  old  politician,  and 
am  not  very  well  versed  in  parliamentary  rules  and  the  proceedings  ol  delib- 
erative bodies  ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  trust  that  I  am  capable  of  discharging 
the  duties  of  this  office  ;  otherwise,  I  would  not  have  permitted  my  friends  to 
have  advocated  my  name  for  the  position. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me 
by  calling  me  to  the  chair  of  the  speaker  pro  tern. 

Mr.  BiuM—Mr.  Speaker,  the  next  thing  in  order  is  the  reading  of  any 
communication  that  my  have  been  received  from  the  secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  CflRtsTiE— I  move  that  there  be  a  committee  of  five  appointed  on  cre- 
dentials. 

Mr.  Baum— That  is  out  of  order.  TVe  must  first  listen  to  the  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  state.  , 

Mr.  Citristie — I  move  that  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  consisting  of  five 
members,  be  appointed  by  the  chair.  Then  It  will  be  the  proper  time  to 
take  up  any  communications. 

Mr.  Baum — ^I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

A  communication  from  the  secretary  of  state  was  then  read,  giving  a  state- 
ment of  the  returns  of  the  election  of  members  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Baum — I  now  move  that  a  committee  of  nine  members,  on  credentials, 
be  appointed  by  the  chair/ 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

The  Speaker— The  chair  appointed  the  following  members  to  form  the 
Committee  on  Credentials :  Messrs.  J,  G-  BaujOi,  Dejean,  S.  Belden,  J.  T.  Todd, 
Boyd  Robinson,  D.  W.  Shaw,  B.  Collins,  L.  A.  Laloire,  T.  F.  Kavanagh. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  till  Wednesday  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Badger,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.  to-morrow, 
to  allow  the  Committee  on  Credentials  time  to  make  their  report. 


Tuesday,  October  4, 1864. 

At  12  M.  the  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  speaker  pro  (em.,  and  upon 
roll-call,  a  quorum  responded  to  their  names. 
'  The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Baum,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Credentials,  submitted,  its  report, 
which  declared  all  the  members  duly  elected,  submitting,  for  the  disposition 
of  the  House,  the  case  of  the  contestants  from  the  parish  of  Madison.  The 
report  was  adopted  as  fead. 

Mr.  Doane — I  move  the  members  be  now  sworn  in. 

Mr.  Seymour— I  amend,  and  would  postpone  that  until  after  a  permanent 
speaker  is  chosen. 

The  Speaker— -I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  first  suggestion  is  best, 
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inasmuch  as  ibe  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  has  been  accepted, 
declaring  all  the  members  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Skymour— It  is  impossible  for  the  spa  iker'to swear  in  menbers  before 
he  himself  has  taken  the  oath. 

A  motion  to  table  Mr.  Seymonr^s  amendment  was  lost,  and  thereupon  it 
was  carried. 

Mr.  BiUM— I  move  that  we  now  go  into  an  election  for  permanent  presi- 
dent, secretary,  sergeanfc-at-arms,  messenger,  doorkeeper,  and  two  reporters. 
Motion  carried. 

Mr.  Seymour— I  move  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  a  committee,  who- 
shall  Indicate  what  oMcers  are  necessary.    The  last  motion  was  tabled. 

The  speaker  announced  that  all  voting  would  be  viva  voce. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  nominated  for  the  Bpeakersliip  :  S. 
Belden,  by  D.  W.  Shaw  ;  T.  U.  Laster,  by  11.  G.  Pearson  ;  W.  H.  Seymour, 
by  F.  Henratty ;  P.  Harnan,  by  Mr,  Gannon  ;  W.  R.  Meeks,  by  Mr. 
SchUlang  ;  Young  Burke,  by  P.  liaman  ;  J.  T.  Michel,  by  E.  Galligar  ;  P. 
K.  0-Conner,  by  E.  M.  Bouligny  ;  J.  F.  Van  Tromp,  by  S.  W.  Lewis  ;  L.  F.. 
Laloire,  by  S.  Belden  ;  J.  Duane,  by  J.  G.  Baum. 

Messrs.  Meeks.  O 'Conner,  Van  Tromp  and  Duane  withdrew  their  name^. 

Tire  Speaker — As  I  am  interested.  I  call  Mr.  M.  Belden  to  the  chair. 

Mb.  MEKE8>-The  voting  should  be  by  ballot 

Mb.  Foley — No,  sir,  that  is  unnecessary,  and,  moreover,  unconstitutional, 
as  it  is  expressly  provided  that  all  voting  shall  be  upon  roll-call. 

Afler  roll-call,  the  votes  were  announced,  as  follows :  T.  U.  Laster,  22  ; 
a  Belden,  21 ;  J.  T.  Michel..  12  ;  J.  G.  Baum,  5  ;  W.  II.  Seymour,  2  ;  Messrs. 
Burke,  Lewis,  Pearson,  Harnan,  each  1. 

The  speaker  declared  the  ballot  indecisive. 

Mb.  Eoan— I  move  that  we  drop  as  candidates  all  but  those  receiving  the 
three  highest  number  of  votes..  Carried. 

Result  of  second  roll-call :  S.  Belden,  33 ;  T.  U.  Laster,  26  ;  J.  T.  Michel,  17. 

This  roll-call  being  indecisive,  another  was  ordered,  with  the  following 
result  (Judge  MichePs  name  having  been  withdrawn) :  S.  Belden,  52  ;  T.  U. 
Laster,  27. 

Mr.  Belden  was  accordingly  declared  speaker,  the  announcement  being 
received  with  great  applause. 

Mb.  Bacm- I  move  that  a  committee,  of  three  be  appointed  to  escort  the 
gentleman  to  his  seat.  Motion  carried,  and  Messrs.  Baum,  Riggs  and  Christie 
appointed. 

Mb.  Duane — I  move  that  the  spealier  pro  iem.  retake  his  seat  and  receive 
the  speaker  elect.    Motion  carried. 

Mr.  Belden  was  then  accompanied  to  the  chair,  and,  being  received  by  the 
weaker  pro  tern.,  addressed  the  House  as  follows,  quiet  being  at  length 
restored : 
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Mr.  Bbldkn  (speaker). — GenUemen  cf  the  House  of  Representatives  cf 
Ihe  State  of  Louisiana :  I  haye  to  say  that  the  diBtinguished  honor  conferred 
npon  me  this  morning  is  of  that  high,  peculiar  character,  that  precludes  mj 
giving  vent  to  the  feelings  I  entertain  in  appreciation  of  that  honor.  There 
are  a  great  many  reasons,  gentlemen,  why  I  view  the  honor  conferred  npon 
me  this  day  in  its  tme  character  of  importance,  and  among  these  is  this : 
For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  have  met  where  all  are  eqaal.  That  is  to  say, 
I  represent,  as  speaker  of  this  Honse,  the  first  Free  State  Legislatare  of  Lou- 
isiana, a  right  and  privilege  that  every  American  citizen  has  ;  yet  we  all 
understand  perfectly  well  that,  three  or  four  years  agp,  I  should  have  had 
scarcely  a  shadow  of  a  chance;  but  to-day  I  meet  with  you,  gentlemen  of 
honor,  intelligence,  and  integrity,  who  have  assembled  here  under  new  aus- 
pices, connected  with  the  administration  of  the  government  of  Louisiana, 
and  I  hail  it  as  the  proudest  privilege  and  one  of  the  noblest  honors  that 
could  have  been  conferred  npon  me. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  to  you  the  importance  of  the  Legislature  npon 
which  we  are  to  enter,  and  the  mission  we  are  about  to  engage  in  is,  perhaps, 
in  many  particulars,  a  matter  of  doubt ;  but  this  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
important  legislative  body  that  has  ever  met  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

A  gentleman  remarked  in  my  hearing — our  most  excellent  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor—it will  become  our  province,  instead  of  legislating  for  rebellion,  to 
direct  our  entire  efforts  throughout  to  such  ends  and  aims  as  will  thwart  and 
crush  out  rebellion,  and  anything  connected  therewith.    (Applause.) 

Our  duties  will  be  arduous.  The  laws  of  Louisiana  flrom  1812, — for  from 
that  period  they  probably  date,— we  will  have  to  upset,  and  obliterate  that 
which  is  obnoxious  to  a  firee  people ;  placing  on  our  statute  books  such 
laws  as  will  call  into  action  the  powers  and  beauties  of  a  free  government* 
We  mnst  enact  such  laws  as  will  act  in  conjunction  wiUi  the  great  military 
power  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  is  now  waging  war 
against  a  rebellion  the  most  tremendous  and  powerful  in  its  proportion  that 
has  ever  desolated  the  earth.  In  doing  this,  our  legislation  will  be  of  that 
permanent  character,  that  in  after  life,  after  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  this 
dreadfiilvar  shall  have  passsed,  both  we  and  our  children,  and  our  chil- 
dren's children,  that  will  succeed  them,  will  look  back  and  say  unto  us,  '*  Well 
done." 

No  doubt,  gentlemen,  there  are  some, — I  am  certain  there  are  such  beyond 
the  military  lines, — ^who  will  impugn  our  motives,  and  I  expect  to  see  the 
same  thing  occur  in  our  immediate  vicinity. 

I  think,  (gentlemen,  in  looking  about  on  this  assemblage  of  talent  in  this 
House,  that  you  have  made  a  mistake  in  calling  me  to  the  speaker's  chair,  but 
according  to  the  old  proverb,  "  in  a  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  wisdom." 
I  shall  endeavor  most  certainly  to  discharge  my  duty  to  the  best  of  the  abili- 
ties I  possess ;  at  the  same  time  let  me  in  conclusion  ask  yon,  as  friends  and 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


7 

legislators,  (o  assist  me  by  co-operating  with  me,  and  thus  make  oar  legislative 
ooonectioii  agreeable  to  both  syeaker  and  members.  Again  thanking  you 
for  joor  kindness  and  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  this  morning, 
1  take  my  seat    (Great  applause.) 

Mr.  Baum-I  now  move  we  proceed  to  elect  a  secretary. 

Mr.  BoFiu^-It  seems  to  me  that  before  proceeding  any  further,  we  shonld 
take  Uie  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Baum— I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  speaker  elect  was  sworn  in  by  the  temporary  speaker,  and  the  oath 
then  administered  by  the  speaker  to  the  members,  who  were  called  up  by 
representative  districts  and  parishes. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lidd  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Harnan — I  move  that  the  roil  be  called  to  see  if  there  is  a  quorum 
present.    Lost  ^ 

Mr.  Potnot— I  move  that  we  proceed  to  elect  a  permanent  secretary.  The 
motion  was  carried  and  the  following  gentlemen  nominated  : 

Messrs.  Seicshnayder,  Earheart,  O'SulUvan,  Hamilton,  Hall,  Fnrniss,  West- 
erfield,  Collins. 

The  vote  resulted  as  follows :  U.  S.  Seicshnayder,  8 ;  F.  B.  Earharl,  1 ; 
K  O'Snllivan,  7  ;  S.  C.  Hamilton,  7 ;  P.  W.  Hall,  8 ;  J.  W.  Fumiss,  19  ;  H.  C. 
Westerfleld,  22  ;  Ck)llin8,  2. 

Mr.  BAUtf^There  being  no  election,  I  move  we  vote  for  the  three  candid- 
ates having  the  highest  number  of  votes. 

Mr.  Doake — ^I  amend  to  four.    Carried. 

The  roll  was  again  called,  and  the  foltbwlng  vote  recorded  VV  esterfield, 
39  ;  Furoiss,  27  ;  Hall,  9  ;  Seicshnayder,  6. 

Mr.  Westerfleld  was  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Bacm«-I  move  that  Mr.  Westerfleld  be  unanimously  declared  the  chioce 
of  the  House. 

On  motion,  the  chair  appointed  Messrs.  BoflU,  Christie  and  Kavanngh  to 
inform  the  secretary  of  his  election. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  that  Mr.  Fumiss  be  unanimously  declared  the  choice 
of  this  House  for  assistant  secretary.  , 

Mr.  Bofill— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  yeas  85,  nays  23. 

Mr.  BoFnii — I  move  that  we  go  into  an  election  of  sergeant-at-arms. 

A  motion  to  table  wa>  lost,  and  the  motion  o  arried. 

The  following  nominations  for  sergeant-at-arms  were  then  made :  H.  W. 
Graham,  M.  DeCoursey,  John  Gallagher. 

Hie  roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result :  DeCoursey,  38 ;  Graham, 
33;  Gallagher  2. 

Mr.  DeCoursey  was  therefore  declared  elected. 

Mr.  BoviLL — I  move  we  adjourn. 
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The  motion  was  carried — ^yeas  41,  nays  28 — and  the  House  adjourned  till 
12  M.,  Wednesday. 

Wedxesdjlt,  October  5, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  on  the  roll  being   . 
called,  sixty-nine  members  responded  to  their  names. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  then  read  by  the  secretary,  and,  after  some 
slight  alterations,  adopted. 

Mr,  Galligar — I  move  to  now  go  into  au  election  for  assistant  secretary. 

Mr,  Baum — I  wish  to  oHer  the  following  resolution  before  we  proceed  to 
the  election.  , 

Itesolved,  That  the  rules  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  1858  bo 
the  standing  rules  of  the  House  of  Rej)reseatative3  ;  and  that  a  committee 
of  five  members  bo  appointed  to  report  rules  for  the  government  of  this 
House,  also  (hat  150  copies  be  printed %r  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAix—Beforo  that  motion  is  put,  I  would  like  to  state  that  I 
was  absent  yesterday  and  have  not  been  sworn  in, 

Mr.  Chamberlain  wa^  duly  sworn  in  by  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Bdrke— I  think  that  a  less  number  of  copies  of  the  rules  would  answer  . 
the  purpose.     We  want  only  what  is  necessary,  and  I  move  that  100  copies 
bo  printed. 

Mr.  Duaxe— I  offer  as  an  amendment,  that,  instead  of  adopting  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  1858,  we  have  a  committee  of  five,  appointed  by  the  chair, 
to  draft  rules  for  this  body. 

Mr.  Mkeks— The  resolution  provides  that  that  shall  bo  done. 

Mr.  Duaxe— I  withdraw  my  motfbn. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley — I  now  move,  as  we  have  adopted  the  rules  temporarily,  that 
the  secretary  be  requested  to  read  those  rules. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  The  rules  are  only 
temporarily  adopted  and  I  do  not  see  any  need  of  consaming  time  by  read- 
ing them. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Porxor — It  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  delay  the  House  for  an  hour  or 
two  without  any  necessity ;  for  those  not  conversant  with  these  rules  will  not 
know  any  thing  more  about  them  from  a  single  reading. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Baum  was  carried  and  the  secretary  then  read  the  rules 
and  regulations. 

TuE  Speaker — I  appoint  Messrs.  Baum,  Michel,  Seymour,  Riggs  and  Todd 
to  act  as  committee  on  draftin;:  of  rules. 

The  regular  business  of  the  day,  election  of  remaining  officers,  was  next 
taken  up— Messrs.  Jehlen,  Collins,  Boyle.  Hancox  and  Furniss  being  nomin- 
ated as  assistant  secretaries,  when  the  nomination  being  closed,  the  roll  was 
called  for  first  assistant. 
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Mr.  Dcane — ^Before  the  vote  is  announced,  I  move  that  gentlemen  who 
have  come  in  since  the  question  was  put  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Mr.  Foi^y — I  object,  unless  the  rules  be  first  suspended,  a  two-thirds  vote 
being  necessarj  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Bacm— I  move  the  rules  be  suspended. 

Roll-call  on  question  of  dispensing  with  rules :  Ayes  46,  nays  28.  Bules 
suspended. 

The  result  of  the  first  ballot  was  as  follows  :  Boyle  27,  Fiimiss  20,  Collins 
16,  Hancox  6,  Gal  3. 

Mr.  Folbt — I  move  that  only  the  three  highest  stand  as  candidates  on  the 
next  ballot.  » 

Motion  carried. 

The  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows :    Furnlss  18,  Collins  21,  Boyle  24. 

Mr,  Baum — I  move  that  the  candidate  receiving  the  lowest  number  of  votes 
be  dropped. 

Mr.  Du.vxb — I  move  that  be  laid  on  the  table.    Motion  carried. 

On  third  roll-call  the  votes  were  as  follows:  Furniss,  16J;  Collins,  17; 
Boyle,  3S}. 

Mr.  Boyle  was  accordingly  declared  first  assistant  secretary. 

Several  gentlemen  then  proceeded  to  nominate  for  another  assistant  secre- 
tary. 

The  Speaker — The  nominations  for  assistant  secretaries  have  been  declared 
close  :  therefore,  no  new  ones  can  bo  made,  but  the  voting  is  now  to  be- 
restricted  to  the  two  candidates  lelt  on  the  last  ballot 

Mr.  Povnot— 1  wish  to  know  if  the  candidates  dropped  on  the  first  ballot 
cannot  be  run  again.  I  think  it  unjust  if  they  cannot  do  so,  only  because 
they  were  not  elected  on  that  ballot. 

The  Speaker — The  decision  of  the  chair  is,  that  the  nominations  are  finally 
closed  ;  if  any  gentleman  thinks  himself  aggrieved,  he  can  of  course  appeal. 

Result  of  roll-call  for  assistant  secrett)ry :  Collins,  41 ;  Furniss,  31. 

Mr.  Collins  was  therefore  declared  assistant  secretary. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  that  the  assistant  secretaries  be  unanimously  declared 
the  choice  of  the  House.    Motion  carried. 

ilu.  BoFOJ.— I  move,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  notify  Messrs.  Boyle 
and  Collins  of  their  election. 

The  Speaker — I  appoint  Messrs.  Baum  and  Laloire  to  act  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Poyxot — I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  doorkeeper. 
Motion  carried  and  nominations  opened  and  closed. 

On  first  roll-call  there  was  no  choice. 

Mr.  Duaxk — 1  move  that  on  second  roll-call  the  three  highest  candidates 
be  only  voted  for.  % 

Mr.  Harnax — I  amend  to  five. 
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Mb.  Bjlcm— I  move  the  amendment  be  tabled.  Motion  carried,  and  original 
moUon  adopted. 

On  second  roll-call  the  resolt  was  as  follows :  Glbbings,  18 ;  Whittle,  24  ; 
Doyle,  34. 

Mr.  McGnntR— I  move  that  the  candidate  receiving  the  lowest  number  of 
votes  on  last  roll-call  be  dropped. 

Motion  to  table  was  lost  and  original  motion  carried. 

The  result  of  the  last  roll-call  was  announced  :  J.  Doyle,  34  ;  G.  H.  Whit- 
tle, 35. 

Mr.  Duanb— Several  members  have  counted  the  votes  and  arrived  at  a 
different  result    I  think  there  must  be  sooii  mistake  in  the  announcement. 

The  SpEAKER^There  is  an  error.  The  correct  vote  is  as  follows:  Doyle,  39; 
Whittle,  35  ;  Mr.  Doyle  is  therefore  elected. 

Mr.  Poynot— I  move  we  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Bauh— I  move  we  go  Into  an  election  for  postmaster. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adj<inm. 

Mr.  Christie — I  hope  there  will  be  no  acfjoumment  until  the  permanent 
organisation  is  completed. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  acted  upon  and  the  previous  motion  of  Mr. 
Banm  carried. 

The  following  nominations  for  the  oflSce  of  postmaster  were  then  made : 
Messrs.  Fisher,  Smith,  Winters,  Profltt,  Sullivan,  Randall,  Maas,  Sweet,  Mona- 
han,  McDermott,  Hanley,  Felan  and  Casserly. 

Upon  the  roll  being  called  the  following  vote  was  received : 

Felan,  16  ;  Sweet,  14  ;  Maas,  11 ;  Winters,  9  ;  Profltt,  7  ;  McDermott,  5  ; 
Hanley,  5  ;  Casserly,  3 ;  Randall,  2  ;  Monahan,  0 ;  Sullivan,  0  ;  Smith,  0, 
There  was  consequently  no  election.  , 

Mr.  Bofill— I  move  that  we  ballot  for  the  three^ighest    Carried. 

The  second  roll-call  resulted  as  follows  :  Sweet,  36  ;  Felan,  29  ;  Maas,  14. 
There  was  no  election. 

Mr.  Bofill— I  move  that  the  lowest  candidate  be  stricken  off. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  on  the  third  roll-call  Mr.  Felan  was  declared 
elected,  the  vote  being,  P.  Felan,  39  ;  C.  L.  Sweet,  38. 

Mr.  Wjlters — I  move  we  adjourn  until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  October  6, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  acyonmment  at  12  m.,  and  69  members  answered 
to  the  roll-call. 

Mr.  Nephler,  member  from  East  Baton  ^Rouge,  was  sworn  in  by  the 
speaker. 
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The  minatee  of  yesterday  were  then  read  and  approved,  after  some  trifling 
objeotlons. 
Mb.  Decker— I  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Besoived,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  wait  upon 
his  excellency,  the  governor,  and  inform  his  honor  that  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  now  organized  and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  that  he 
may  be  disposed  to  lay  before  them. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Gbxioh — I  move  that  the  House  proceed  to  elect  six  messengers. 

Mb.  Folet— I  amend  to  four. 

Mr.  Obbioh — I  accept  the  amendment    The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mb.  Wateb8~I  move  that  each  member  be  allowed  to  vote  for  the  four 
messengers  at  once,  in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  Honse.    Carried. 

Mr.  Deckxb— I  move  the  four  highest  bo  declared  elected.    Carried. 

The  following  nominations  were  made :  Manuel,  Burke.  Gannon,  Collins, 
Benedict,  SchultZf  Feeney,  Keams,  McDonald,  Milden,  Keegan,  Smith  and 
White. 

The  vote  resulted  as  fbllows :  Gannon,  25 ;  Keams,  27 ;  Burke,  48 ; 
Schultz,  28 ;  McDonald,  48  ;  Keegan,  3 ;  White,  3 ;  Collins,  38  ;  Manuel,  19; 
Benedict,  34 ;  Feeney,  3 ;  Milden,  1 ;  Smith,  19.  Messrs.  McDonald,  Burke, 
Collins  and  Benedict  were  accordingly  elected,  and  unanimously  declared 
the  choice  of  the  House. 

Mb.  PoTKoi^I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Eeaaived.  That  the  clergy  of  this  city  be  invited  to  send  a  list  of  the  names 
of  those  wishing  to  serve  as  chaplains  of  this  Honse,  one  to  officiate  each  day 
of  the  session. 

Mb.  Eoan— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Hjibnan^I  second  the  motion. 

Mb.  Potnot— I  wish  it  understood  that  there  is  no  denondnation  to  be  ex- 
eluded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  the  roll  called.  Yeas  37,  nays  30. 
The  motion  was  therefore  loet 

Mb.  Folbt— I  amend  as  follows :  Provided  they  receive  no  compensation. 

Mr.  DujlKB— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

A  t^va  voce  vote  was  taken  and  a  division  called  for,  when  the  motion  was 
lost  by  a  rising  vote  of  yeas  24 ;  nays  46. 

Mb.  Potnot— I  call  for  the  previous  question  on  my  resolution,  and  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  then  read. 

Mb.  Chbistib— The  question  now  being  before  the  Honse,  it  is  debatable. 
I  do  hope  the  gentlemen  composing  this  House  of  Representatives,  above  all 
things  they  may  do,  will  set  thei»  foot  against  the  introduction  of  any 
preachen. 
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Mb.  Duaxe— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order.  The  previons  question  has 
been  moved. 

Mb.  Poynot — Tlie  question  is  not  debatable. 

The  Speakeb — Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?  Carried.  Yeas,  60  ; 
nays,  20.  ^ 

Mb.  Bofill — I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  doorkeeper  announced  a  message  from  the  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made  to  receive  it. 

Mb.  Fou:t — It  cannot  be  received  when  any  question  is  pending. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mb.  Chbistie— I  call  for  a  suspension  of  the  business  to  receive  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Senate.    Carried. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Poynot,  with 
the  following  result :  Nays  52 ;  yeas  23.  The  resolution  was  therefore 
rejected. 

Mr.  Bovek — I  move  the  House  go  into  an  election  of  assistant  sergeant-at- 
arms. 

Mb.  Foley— I  do  not  consider  the  assistant  sergeantat-arms  an  officer  of 
this  House  ;  he  is  merely  an  employe'  ol  if,  and  it  is  not  necet^sary  that  he  be 
elected. 

The  Speakeb — The  gentleman  will  send  up  his  resolution  in  writing. 

The  secretary  read  the  rer^olution,  as  follows  : 

Besolved,  That  the  House  go  into  an  election  of  two  assistant  pereeants-at- 
arms. 

Mb.  Ecix— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a 
rising  vote— yeas  38,  nays  27. 

Mb.  Lasteb— I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  now  i^o  into  an  election  for  two  reporters. 

Mb.  Eg  an — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table.    The  motion  was  lost. 

Mb.  Foley — I  amend  to  one  reporter. 

.Mb  "WCatebs — One  reporter  is  not  sufficient  for  the  duties  of  the  position, 
and  in  case  of  his  illness  wo  should  have  none. 

Mb.  Seymolu-  I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried,  and  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Liister  adopted. 

Mb.  Seymoub— I  now  nominatfj  Messrs.  S.  W.  Burnham  and  A.  L.  Bartlett 
for  the  office  ot  official  reporters  to  this  House. 

Mb.  Folet — I  believe  the  question  is  debatable.  I  have  read  with  care 
the  proceedings  of  ihe  Louisiana  Legii«latures,  which  have  been  composed  of 
sometimes  as  high  as  96  members,  while  in  this  body  we  have  elected  only 
83  J  they  never  had  more  than  one  reporter,  and  he  was  found  sufficient  for 
the  purpose,  and  unnecessary  expenditure  should  be  avoided.  I  do  not  wish 
to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  State  by  employing  more  than  one. 

Mb,  roYNOT— It  seems  the  gentleman  has  undertaken  the  **  poor  man " 
cause. 
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Mb.  Folet— I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  I  have  not  spoken  of  poor 
men. 

Mb.  Potxot— I  am  going  to  apply  it  to  a  poor  State.    The  gentleman  says. 
the  State  is  in  a  bad  condition.    We  all  know  that ;  but  I  think  this  body 
JB  capable  of  maintaining  the  officers  necessary  for  the  performance  of  its 
woi*     A  verbatim  report  of  our  proceedings  is  important,  and  in  the  cases 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman,  nothing  like  a  full  report  was  ever  made. 

Mb.  Lasteb— To  do  away  with  this  debate.  I  now  move  that  Messrs.  S.  "W. 
Bnmham  and  A.  L.  Bartlett  be  unanimously  elected  by  acclamation.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

Mb.  Baum— I  call  for  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Decker,  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  five  to  wait  on  the  Senate. 

Mb.  Potnot— I  move  to  amend,  by  instructing  the  secretary  to  inform  the 
Senate  that  the  House  is  organized,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communication. 
The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  GiiBiSTiE — I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  appointing  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  Senate,  for  the  reason  that  we  are  not  organized.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  made  to  tell  a  falsehood.  We  have  two  officers  to  elect — sergeant-at- 
anus  and  enrolling  clerk. 

The  resolation  was  adopted.  The  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Decker,  Laster, 
Cook,  Seymour  and  Kavanagh  on  the  committee. 

Mb.  HiJtKAX — I  rise  to  a  q-jestion  of  privilege,  to  introdnce  a  resolution 
tiiat  will  prevent  this  assembly  frittering  away  time  in  useless  phraseologies : 

Besoivedt  That  no  ministers  of  religion  be  allowed  to  perform  any  service 
daring  the  session  of  this  Legislature. 

Mb.  Watebs— I  move  we  go  into  election  of  warrant  clerk. 
Mb.  Folbt — I  offer  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  this  House  be  authorized  to  appoint 
bis  assistants ;  Provided^  They  do  not  exceed  four. 

Mb.  Badoeb — ^I  amend  to  two. 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Chbistie— It  is  a  constitutional  enactment  that  we  vote  for  every 
officer,  and  there  is  no  distinction  in  the  officers.  If  the  sergeant-at-arms  is 
an  officer,  the  assistant  sergeant-at-arms  is  an  officer  also,  and  I  contend  that 
it  is  right  that  this  House  should  elect  them.  We  will  have  this  work  to  do 
all  over,  unless  we  deoMe  it  at  once,  and  I  think  the  present  is  the  proper 
time,  then,  to  receive  any  communications  from  the  governor. 

Mb.  FoLBT—If  the  gentleman  will  refer  to  the  constitution  of  1852,  he  will 
find  the  same  clause ;  but  if  he  will  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
tore,  he  will  also  find  that  there  never  has  been  an  election  held  for  assistant 
sergeant-at-arms.  They  are  not  considered  oMcers ;  they  are  merely  em- 
ploy^, and  the  sergeant-at-arms  is  responsible  for  their  acts.  I  think  they 
should  not  be  made  independent  of  him. 
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Mr.  Christie— la  answer  to  that  argument,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  I  have 
nothing  to  do,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  with  the  constitution  of  1852. 
That  has  passed  and  gone,  and  I  go  to  the  constitution  of  1864.  I  am  aston- 
'ished  to  find  a  gentleman,  who  rendered  a  noble  service  in  the  enactment  of 
that  very  clause,  should  endeavor  to  institute  any  other  proceedings  than  are 
strictly  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  that  constitution. 

There  can  be  no  distinction  between  the  assistant  sergeat-at-arms,  in  regard 
to  being  an  officer,  and  the  sergeant-at-arms  himself.  If  you  do  not  fulfill 
these  requirements,  yoa^will  violate  your  sworn  pledges,  and  it  is  as  much 
incumbent  upon  yon  to  elect  these  officers,  as  the  messengers  or  any  other 
inferior  officers. 

If  you  permit  the  sergeani-at-arms  to  appoint  his  assistants,  you  might 
^snbmit  to  the  appointment  of  the  sergeant  at-arms  himself,  by  your  worthy 
speaker. 

Mr.  Potnot— The  gentleman,  it  appears  to  me,  has  been  arguing  upon  ft 
h^ae  representation.  He  has  not  proven  to  this  body  where  there  is  any  law 
that  gives  the  right  to  elect  the  sergeant-at  arms.  H$  has  not  given  this  body 
to  understand  where  it  has  ever  been  customary.  Custom  is,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  be  our  guide.  Now,  I  can  prove,  by  custom,  that  it  has  never 
been  done ;  that  the  sergeant-at-arms,  elected  by  the  body,  is  responsible  to 
that  body,  and  he  has  the  selection  of  his  subordinate  officers.  Furthermore, 
the  assistant  sergeant-at-arms  and  messengers  are  not  officers  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Chriotib — ^Let'me  call  attention — 

Mr.  Folbt— I  have  the  fioor,  I  believe.  The  gentleman  has  stated  that 
the  assistant  sergeants-at-arms  were  officers,  and  that  if  we  don't  elect 
them,  we  will  violate  our  constitutional  obligations.  If  that  is  the  case,  I 
say  our  honorable  Senate  has  committed  the  same  violation,  for  they  have 
appointed  enrolling  clerks,  and  I  think  an  enrolling  clerk  is  more  an  officer 
of  this  House  than  the  assistant  sergeant-at-arms.  Again,  he  says  that  mes- 
sengers are  officers.  If  they  are,  they  must  be  over  21  years  of  age,  and 
voters  in  the  State,  in  order  to  be  officers ;  therefore,  his  argument  Is  good 
for  nothing, 

Mr.  Chrirtie — I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  speaker  to  article  13,  be- 
ginning :  The  House  of  Representatives  shall — 

Mr.  BoFiLLr— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  According  to  our  rules,  no  member 
shall  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  twice  upon  the  same  question,  except, 
by  the  suspending  of  the  rules,  the  House  permit  him  to. 

Mr.  Christik— I  wish  to  speak  in  explanation,  for  I  believe  that  the 
assistant  sergeants-at-arms  are  "  officers,''  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Mr.  LALonus— I  move  the  rules  be  suspended. 

Motion  to  table  lost 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost,  upon  division  called.  Main 
question  put  and  lost— ayes  35,  nays  36. 
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Mb.  Botes — I  more  Uiat  we  go  into  an  election  for  two  assistant  sergeants- 
at-arms. 

Judos  Micthkl— That  has  already  been  voted  down,  and  cannot  come  up 
again. 

Ms.  Harxan — I  move  we  adjourn.  Motion  carried  on  rising  vote,  and  the 
House  adjourned  until  12  m.  on  Friday,  the  17th  inst. 


Friday,  October  7, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  m.,  and  a  quorum  having 
responded  to  their  names,  the  minutes  were  read. 

Mb.  Folet— In  Mr.  Decker's  resolve,  **  his  excellency  "  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  **  his  honor." 

Ms.  Decxeb— The  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Senate,  was 
composed  of  **  five"  members  instead  of  "  three." 

The  minutes  were  adopted  as  amended. 

Doorkeeper— A  message  from  the  governor. 

The  secretary  then  read  the  governor's  message,  which  will  be  found 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Baum — I  move  that  the  message  be  received,  and  one  thousand  copies 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Folet— I  amend  to  three  thousand  copies. 

Motioa  to  table  amended  and  lost,  and  the  amended  motion  carried. 

A  motion  to  print  it  in  French  was  tabled. 

The  Speaker— Before  proceeding  further,  I  would  state  that  I  have  the 
report  of  th«*  state  treasurer  on  my  table. 

Mr.  Bacx — I  move  that  it  be  read.    Motion  carried. 

The  secretory  began  to  read  the  report. 

Mr.  FoLET— I  move  that  the  further  reading  of  the  report  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  printing  of  two  hundred  copies  be  ordered. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Baum— I  offer  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concurring  with  the  Greneral  Assembly,  meet  in 
joint  session  on  blank  day  of  October,  nt  2  o^clock  p.  m.,  in  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  newspaper,  to  be 
denominated  the  '*  official  newspaper,"  in  which  sliall  be  published  the 
journals  of  the  Legislature  and  the  statutes  and  enactments  passed ;  the  same 
to  be  published  in  book  form,  and  all  other  printing  that  may  be  required 
for  the  use  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Foley — I  offSr  the  following  substitute : 

Jiesolved  by  (he  Senate  arid  House  of  Represeniaiives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
m  GenercU  Assembly  convened.  That  the  members  of  both  Houses  do  meet  In 
this,  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  this  day,  Friday,  October 
7,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m  ,  for  the  purpose  of  electing,  by  joint  vote,  a  state  printer. 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried. 
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Blank  day  in  Mr.  Baum's  resolution  was  filled  by  inserting  '•  at  2  o'clock, 
this  day." 

Mr.  Foley — ^We  have  two  reporters,  and  according  to  the  resolution,  we 
have  nothing  for  them  to  do.    I  move  that  it  also  include  the  debates. 

Amendment  accepted  and  original  resolution  carried. 

Mr.  Folet — I  offer  the  following  resolution — stating  that  the  same  was 
passed  by  the  Senate  on  yesterday  : 

Besolvedf  That  a  committee  of  five  members  of  the  House  be  appointed  to 

confer  with  a  committee  of members  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of 

fixing  the  per  diem  of  the  officers  and  employ^  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Baum — I  amend  to  *'  seven*'  members. 
The  amendment  was  accepted  and  the  resolution  carried. 
*  Mr.  Seymour— I  offer  the  following  : 

Resdvedj  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  instructed  to  procure  four  dally 
papers  for  the  use  of  each  member  of  the  House  while  in  session. 

Mr.  Baum— I  amend  to  "  five." 

Amendment  accepted. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  that  the  papers  be  the  True  Delta,  Era,  Times,  Bee  and 
German  Gazette. 

Mr.  Michel — ^As  an  amendment,  I  move  that  every  member  select  his 
own  papers. 

Mr.  SEYMOtTR— That  is  a  very  good  suggestion,  as  we  have  numerous 
members  who  do  not  understand  French,'  and  also  Germans. 

Motion  to  table  Mr.  Baum's  motion  and  the  amended  motion  was  then 
adopted. 

Mr.  Baum — As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : 

Mr.  Baum  then  read  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bopili. — I  move  that  the  report  be  received  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow,  at  1  o'clock. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — I  move  that  two  hundred  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Baum — They  are  already  printed. 

Mr.  BofiU's  motion  carried. 

Mr.  Foley — I  understand  that  the  Senate  has  adjourned ;  therefore,  as  we 
cannot  go  into  an  election  of  state  printer  to-day,  I  move  that  we  proceed  to 
the  election  of  warrant  clerk. 

Motion  carried,  and  the  following  gentlemen  nominated  :  Messrs.  Fumiss, 
Trenchard,  Walsh  and  Fisher.  • 

Result  of  first  ballot :  Roll-call.  W.  J.  Fumiss,  30 ;  F.  f.  Trinchard,  26 ; 
J.  Walsh,  9  ;  F.  Fisher,  9. 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  the  two  candidates 
receiving  t^e  lowest  number  of  votes  were  dropped,  and  the  roll  called 
again,  with  the  following  result :  Trinchard,  37  ;  Fumiss,  37. 
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The  speaker  oest  the  tie  vote  for  Mr.  Trinchard,  who  was  accordingly 
declared  elected. 

Mb.  Baum— I  offer  the  following : 

Suolved,  That  the  speaker  have  all  the,  official  printing  done  until  the 
election  ol  a  printer. 

Mb.  Bocdbeaux — I  move  that  when  we  acyoom,  that  we  do  so*  onUl 
Monday,  at  12  x. 

Mb.  Foley— I  amend  to  "  to-morrow." 

Amendment  tabled. 

Mb.  Boudbbaux — I  now  move  we  adjourn  until  Monday,  at  12  h. 

Motion  carried  and  House  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  10th  Inst 

Monday,  October  10, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  x.,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  sixty-fire  members  responded. 

Thb  Spbakbb — ^Under  the  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  of  seven 

members  of  the  House,  to  confer  with  a  committee  of members  of  the 

Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  compensation  of  officers  and  employ^ 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Foley,  Christie,  Baum, 
Bofill,  Laloire,  Lewis,  Bernard. 

I  have  \ie§0Te  me  the  report  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  State,  which  is 
for  your  consideration. 

.  Mb.  Habkan~I  move  the  reading  be  dispensed  with  and  20p  bopies  of  the 
report  printed. 

Thb  Spbaxbr— I  have  about  tba'^  number  of  copies  of  the  report  for 
distribatlon. 

Mb.  Bauii— I  move  the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Badobr— 1  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Dfuly  Picayune  newspaper  be  furnished  to  each 
member  during  this  session.    The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mb.  BoFiUr— I  move  that  the  rules  and  regulations  reported  by  the  com- 
Bdttee  be  taken  up,  section  by  section. 

Carried. 

Tike  secretary  then  commenced  reading  the  ruliss  and  regulations. 

Mb.  Foley — I  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  adoption  of  the  joint 
resolution. 

Mb.  Back— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

The  secretary  then  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tioDS,  when  the  secretary  of  the  Senate  was  announced,  with  a  message,  to 
the  effect  that  the  resolution  sent  on  last  Friday,  with  reference  to  a  state 
printer,  was  amended,  making  the  hour  2  p.  m.  to-day. 

Mb.  Chambeblain — I  move  to  change  our  resolution  to  correspond. 

h2      • 
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Carritfd,  and  Ibe  lM?uate  informed  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Hoose. 

The  remainder  of  tlie  rules  were  then  read  and  adopted,  with  but  Blight 
chanpfes. 

The  report,  as  amend«*d,  was  tjieo  adopted,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

TuE.Si'EAKER— I  have  observed  a  marlced  difft^rence  in  the  observance  of  the 
niles,  and  I  atk  yon  to  pay  that  attention  to  these  regulations  which  you 
have  adopted,  so  that  we  proceed  more  harmoniously.  I  shall  permit  no 
infraction  of  these  rules,  a»the  executive  olflcer,  and  shiiU  endeavor  to  pre- 
serve perfect  order.    [Applause.] 

Mr.  Badokb— I  move  we  take  a  recess  of  twenty  minutes. 

Carried. 

The  House  assembled  again  at  2  o'clock,  upon  which  Che  roll  was  called 
and  a  quorum  found  to  bo  present 

Doorkeeper-  Mr.  Speaker :  A  message  from  the  Senate. 

CiJ£RK  OF  THE  SsNATE— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  to  iofonn 
the  House  that  the  Senate  is  now  ready  to  go  into  joint  session,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  two  senators  and  a  state  printer. 

The  members  of  the  Senate  entered  and  took  seats  in  front  of  the  speaker's 
chair.    Lieutenant  Governor  Wells  took  the  chair. 

Mu.  Gastlnki^— I  move  wo  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  senator^to  ftU  the 
term  of  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Mr,  MontaMat— I  move  we  All  the  longer  term  of  Slidell,  first. 

The  SrEAKER— I  would  state  that  the  shorter  term  expires  first,  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  th(^  president,  it  is  first  in  order  to  take  up. 

Ma.  MoNTAMAT— I  move  we  proceed  wi«h  the  longer  term. 

Mu.  lioYCK — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

M«.  Foley— I  rise  for  information.  I  do  not  believe  Slidell  was  elected 
for  a  long  term.    His  term  expired  in  18<;i. 

Mr.  Smith— Mr.  Slidell  was  elected  in  18G0,  for  six  years,  claiming  redi- 
dence  in  Alexandria.    Consequently,  his  term  expires  in  two  years. 

The  motion  to  table  tvas  lost,  and  the  original  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  nominated  U.  King  Cutler ;  Mr.  Boyce  nominated  Chas.  Smitli; 
Mr.  Benson  nominated  Cuthbert  Bullitt ;  Mr.  O'Connell  nominated  E.  H. 
Durell ;  Mr.  Purcell  nominated  Lieut.  Gov.  Wells ;  Mr.  U.  M.  Miller  nomi- 
nated A.  P.  Dostie. 

TuE  Speaker— I  have  no  disposition  to  accept  the  nomination,  but  thank 
my  honorable  friend  for  the  compliment. 

Mr.  Boyce— I  withdraw  the  name  of  Charles  Smith  for  the  present 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  the  names  of  the  senators  were  called  first 

Savaie—Vor  R.  King  Cutler;  Messr-*.  Barrett  Bell,  Boyce,  Gastinel,  Hart, 
Joues,  Kurunagh,  Lawtou,  Montamat  Mithoff',  Newell,  Nicolas,  Puroell,  Sul- 
livan, Smilh,  iSpringer,  Wrigh',  Wood — 18. 

i/ouse-Mesbi3.  Bovee,  Bouligny,  Bofill,  Bauni,  Balser,  Brown,  Bensel, 
Badger,  Burke.  Boudreaux,  Buckley,  Cook,  Creigh,  Collins,  Chamberlain, 
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Gorlej.  Duane,  Decker,  Dejean,  Danel,  Eg^n,  Eonis.  Foley,  Gannon^  Gralllrar, 
HaniaD,  Howee,  Haberlin,  Henratty,  Hawkins,  Hawthorne,  Ingram,  Kamper, 
Kayanagh,  Kleas,  Laster,  Lester,  Laloire,  Lewis,  Mdyann,  licDonnell,  Mc- 
Gnire,  Miller  W.  D.,  Meeks,  M.4a8,  Michel,  O^Conner,  Poynot,  Pea.-son,  Rigors, 
Spellicy,  Schilling.  Seymour,  Shaw,  Tully,  Walsh,  Waters.  Wood,  Wheeler— 69. 

Senate— For  Guthberfc  Bullitt :  Messrs.  Brownlee,  Brown,  Benson,  Griffith, 
Lara,  Watson — 6. 

JTouse— Messrs.  Bangs,  Bel  den  S.,  Christie,  Evans,  Griffith,  Miller  R.  M., 
Mace,  Marie,  Robinson,  Rotgd,  St.  Martin,  Smith,  Todd,  Woodward-  14. 

8enaU-YoT  E.  H.  Durell:  Messrs.  O'Connell,  Howes,  Bisbee,  Bre?.kea- 
ridge,  Belden  H.  C.,  Belden  R.  L.,  Nephler,  Senette  ~6. 

Cutler.  77  ;  Bullitt,  20 ;  Durell,  7  ;  DosUe,  0—104.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Cutler 
was  therefore  declared  elected. 

The  following  nominations  were  then  made  for  the  second  vacancy :  Mr. 
Michel  nominated  Charles  Smith ;  Mr.  Baum  nominated  Cuthbert  Bullitt ;' 
Mr.  Montamat  nominated  £.  H.  Durell. 

The  roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result : 

Senate— For  Charles  Smith  :  Messrs.  Brown,  Bell,  Boyce,  Gastinel,  Griffith, 
Hart,  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Lawton,  Mithoff,  Newell,  Nicolas ,  O'Connell,  Springer, 
Watson,  Wright,  Wood— 17.     • 

JSbuM- Messrs.  Bovee,  Bonligny,Bofill,  Burke.  Bondreanx,  Breckenridge, 
Buckley.  Belden  S.,  Cook,  Chamberlain,  Duane,  Decker.  Dejean,  Egan,  Ennis, 
Foley,  Grannon,  Galligar,  Griffith,  Haberlin,  Hawthorne,  Ingram.  Kavanagfa, 
Kleas,  Kamper,  Lester,  Laloire,  Lewis,  McDonnell,  McGuire,  Miller  W.  D., 
Meeks.  Michel.  Nephler.  O'Conner,  Poynot,  Spellicy,  Scbillang,  St  Martin, 
Shaw,  Todd,  Waters,  Wood,  Woodward,  Wheeler— 46. 

Sentde— For  Cuthbert  Bullitt :  Messrs.  Sullivan,  Smith— 2. 

JEToute— Messrs.  Baum,  Balder,  Brown,  Benson.  Badger,  Bisbee,  Belden  H. 
C,  Belden  R.  L.,  Creigh,  CoIUoj*,  Christie,  Corley,  Danel,  Evans,  Harnan, 
Howes.  Ilenratty,  Hawkins,  Laster.  McCann.  Miller  R.  M.,Maas.  Mare,  Marie, 
Pearpon,  Robinson,  Rotg^,  Riggs,  Seym  >nr.  Smith,  Senette,  Tully. Walsh— 33. 

Senate— For  £.  H.  Durell :  Messrs.  Barrett,  Brownlee,  Benson,  Lara,  Mon- 
tamat, Purcell— 6. 

Bau»e--Mr.  Bangs— 1. 

Smith,  62 ;  Bullitt,  35 ;  Durell,  7. 

The  Hod.  C.  Smith  was  accordingly  declared  elected. 

Mb.  BjLUX— I  move  we  now  go  into  an  election  for  state  printer. 

Carried 

Mr.  Duank— I  nominate  W.  R.  Fish. 

Mb.  McDoxnell— I  nominate  Tracy  &  Fairfax. 

Upon  the  roll  being  called,  the  following  vote  was  given  : 

Senate— For  Vf,  R.  Fish :  Messrs.  Barrett,  Brownlee,  Boyce,  Gastinel,  Hart, 
Jones,  Kavanagh,  Lawton,  Montamat,  Newell,  Nicolas,  O'Connell,  Purcell, 
Sullivan— 14. 

ifouM— Messrs.  Bovee,  Bonligny,  Bofill,  Baum,  Bensel,  Badger,  Bisbee, 
Barke,  Bondreaax,  Bangs,  Breckenridge,  Buckley,  Creigh,  Collins,  Christie, 
Chamberlain.  Duane,  Decker,  Dejean,  %an,  Evans,  Foley,  Gannon,  Galligar, 
Harnan.  Howes.  Henratty,  Hawkins,  Hawthorne.  Ingram.  Kavanagh.  Kamper, 
Lester.  Lewis.  Miller  W.  D.,  Miller  R.  M..  Meeks,'Maas,  Marie,  Nephler,  0»Con- 
ner,  Poynot.  Robinson,  Riggs,  Spellicy,  Scbillang,  Seymour,  St  Martin,  Shaw, 
Senette,  Walih,  Watery  Wood,  Woodward— 64. 
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Senate— For  Tracy  <fc  Fairfax :  Mesare.  Bell,  Brown,  Benson,  Grilflth,  Lara, 
Miihoflr.  Smith,  Springer,  Watson,  Wright,  Wood— 12. 

Jibuse—MesBrs.  Balaer,  Brown,  Bernard,  Belden  H.  C,  Belden  R.  L.,  Cook, 
Gorley,  Danel,  Ennlo,  Grilfltb,  Haberlin,  Klens,  Laster,  Laloire,  McCann, 
McDonnell,  McGuire,  Michel,  Mace,  Pearson,  Rotg^,  Smith,  Tully,  Todd, 
Wheeler— 25. 

Fish,  68 ;  Tracy  A  Fairikz,  36—104. 

Mr.  Fish  was  declared  duly  elected  olfleial  printer. 

Mb.  Miohbl— I  move  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait 
npon  the  senators  elect,  and  noUfy  them  of  their  election. 

Mr.  Montamat— I  amend,  by  making  the  committee  composed  of  three 
members  of  the  Hoose  and  two  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 
^    Thb  Speaker^- I  would  state,  before  patting  the  question,  that  it  is  usual  to 
write  a  notice,  to  be  signed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  is  handed  to  those  gentlemen  elected 
senators. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Michel,  Christie 
and  Seymour,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Newell  and  Nicolas,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mb.  O'CoxNELf/— I  move  that  a  committee  iff  five  be  appointed,  to  wait  on 
Mr.  Fish  and  inform  him  of  his  election. 

The  motion  was  ao  amended  as  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  upon  Messrs.  Cutler  and  Smith,  and  the  amendment 
accepted. 

Mr.  Egax — I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

The  Speaker — The  senators  will  please  retire  to  the  Senate  chamber. 

The  members  of  the  Senate  having  withdrawn,  the  speaker  of  the  House 
resumed  the  chair. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  h.,  Tuesday. 

Tuesday,  October  11, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  m.,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  72  members  responded. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted  without  amendment 

The  Speaker— I  would  state  that  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  standing  com- 
mittees, I  endeavored  to  have  them  appointed  this  morning  ;  but  finding  the 
work  arduous,  I  have  been  unable  to  do  so.  I  will  report  them  on  the 
morrow. 

Mb.  MictiBL— The  committee  appointed  to  notify  the  U.  S.  senators  and 
Mr.  Fish  of  their  election,  have  done  so,  and  ask  to  be  discharged. 

Report  received  and  committee  discharged. 

Mr.  Baum — As  chairman  of  the  committee,  I  beg  leave  to  leport  the 
following : 
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An  act  to  provide  for  the  paymont  of  the  memben,  ofllcers  and  contingent 

expenses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Be  U  enaded  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenioHves  1/  the  Stale  qf  Lou- 
Iskmti,  That  the  sam  of  one  bnndred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  pnrpose  of  paying  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  Honse  of  Representatives  of  the  State  the  per  diem  and  mileage  to  which 
they  are  respectively  entilled,  to  pay  the  oflBcers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  and  pay  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate  and  Honse 
of  Represeotatives.  the  same  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  warrant  of 
the  aaditor  of  public  accounts,  according  to  law. 

Mb.  Foixt—I  move  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  bill  put  on  its  second 
reading. 

Motion  carried. 

Mk.  Foley — I  move  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  when 
appointed. 

Oarried. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  give  notice  that  at  some  fbtnre  day  I  intend  to  introduce 
the  following  bills  : 

^An  act  to  regulate  the  per  diem  and  hours  of  labor  on  the  public 
works  ;"  also,  '*  An  act  to  organize  the  police  force  of  New  Orleans.*' 

Mr.  Setmoce  -I  offer  the  following  : 

Whereas  1  A.  P.  Marionneanx,  member  elect  to  this  House  from  the  parish 
of  Iberville,  has  failed  to  attend  since  the  commencement  of  the  session  ; 
therefore. 

Be  it  resolvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  tppointed  by  the  speaker  of 
this  House,  to  mquire  into  the  absence  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  report  as 
early  as  possible. 

Mr.  Baum— I  offer  the  following  : 

Whereas,  A.  P.  Marionneaux,  the  representative  elect  from  the  parish  of 
Iborille,  1ms,  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  published  a  card 
in  one  of  the  city  papers,  stating  that  he  would  not  serve  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  whereas  he  has  since  that  time  absented  himself  from  this 
body ;  be  it  therefore 

Besoived,  That  the  seat  of  A.  P.  Marionneaux,  representative  elect  iVom  the 
parish  of  Iberville,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  vacant 

Be  it  further  resolvedf  That  the  governor  be  respectfully  requested  to  order 
an  election  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

Mr.  Setmocr— I  do  not  accept  the  substitute,  inasmuch  as  I  do  not  believe 
In  a  man  having  his  head  cut  off  without  being  allowed  a  hearing. 

Mr.  Baum—I  will  read  the  gentleman's  card,  which  I  have  referred  to  : 

A  Card. — I  have  just  been  informed  that  on  Monday  last  a  Mr.  Marino 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  the  parish  of  Iberville.  My  friends  inform 
me  that  I  am  the  person  intended  to  be  thus  honored.  I  have  to  say  to  the 
public,  therefore,  that  my  name.  If  used  In  the  above  connection,  was  used 
without  my  knowledge,  authorization  or  consent,  and  in  my  absence  from 
my  home.  X  never  was  and  never  expect  to  be  a  candidate  for  Ijegislativo 
honors.  A.  P.  Marionnbaux. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  move  the  substitute  be  laid  on  the  table. 
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Hotion  lost 

Hr.  Foley — ^I  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  matter  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Motion  tabled. 

Mr.  Skymour— I  hope  the  substitate  will  not  be  carried,  as  we.do  not  know 
whether  the  "  card  *'  is  genuine  or  not 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr.  Foley's  motion,  was  carried  on  a  division 
call— yeas  33,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Foley — I  wish  to  know  whether  we  can  merely,  by  one  rearling  of  a 
resolution,  declare  a  gentleman's  seat  vacant  I  think  it  must  pass  three 
readings  before  it  can  become  a  law,  and  therefore  I  wish  the  subject  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Seymour— The  gentleman  is  periectly  correct  in  his  views,  and  for  the 
same  reasons  I  oflfered  my  resolution. 

Mr.  Bauh-  -I  do  not  think  any  of  the  gentlemen  are  corr<>ct  A  gentleman 
comes  out  and  states  publicly  that  he  will  not  serve  in  the  legislative  depart- 
ment What  more  do  gentlemen  want?  Witnesses  to  prove  itT  I  think  the 
gentleman  out  of  order,  as  the  speaker  has  decided  the  question. 

Mr.  Seymour -I  think  the  *'  card  "  is  just  no  evidence  at  all,  as  when  I  was 
elected  **  cards ''  of  two  gentlemen  were  published,  which  were  unauthorized. 

Mr.  CkftiSTiE — I  would  lik«  to  say  a  word.  I  think  it  is  very  unfair  for  the 
members  of  this  House  to  pass  such  judgment  upon  a  member,  whose  return 
has  been  properly  made  to  the  House.  I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  the  N.  O. 
Picayune  is  evidence  sufficient  to  decide  upon  the  gentleman's  position.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Poynot— This  is  out  of  order. 

Mr  Christie — So  it  is,  but  an  important  matter,  it  should  be  discussed. 

The  Speaker— Ab  the  matter  is  of  importance,  perhaps  some  member 
would  like  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  tjie  substitute.  However,  I  will 
entertain  any  expression  ot  opinion  emanating  from  the  members,  though 
strictly  speaking,  they  may  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HowEd— I  move  for  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Bopill— I  would  like  to  know  if  the  gentleman  voted  in  the  majority  ? 
•  Mr.  Howes— I  did  not  vote  at  all. 

Mr.  Foley— If  the  speaker  will  refer  to  rule  32,  he  will  find  that  this  is  all 
out  of  order. 

The  Speaker— The  motion  to  reconsider  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Foley— The  rules  have  not  been  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  enter- 
ing upon  this  business. 

Mr.  Foynot— I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  BAi>Or:R— I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Motion  lost,  on  division  called— ayes  17,  nays  81. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  the  rules  be  suspended. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


23 

Motion  lost 

Mr.  Badh — I  wish  to  ^ive  notice  ttiat  I  have  a  bill  to  offer  entitled  "  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  relief  of  ?nrotit*s«  in  civil  caaee." 

Mr,  O'Conxkr-  I  m:»v*»  a  BinpenBion  of  the  mles  to  put  the  bill  on  its 
eecond  reading. 

Lost. 

The  doorkeei)«*r  announced  a  roesnage  from  the  Senate,  and  the  clerk  sub- 
mitted the  tol4owing  n^.-olution,  as  adopted  by  that  body  : 

Be  U  resolvedj  By  the  Sfimte,  and  the  Ilouse  of  Representatives  concur- 
ring, of  the  S:ate  of  Lo«ii»iana.  in  full  assembly  convened,  that  the  Senate 
appoint  a  special  com  mil  tt'f  of  seven,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
committee  of racmbfr:?.  to  revise  the  City  Charter. 

The  Senate  appoinfed  Messrs.  Gastinel,  Montamat,  Boyce,  Griffith,  O'Con- 
nell,  Sullivan.  Knvanagh. 

Mr.  Badm— I  move  that  the  blank  he  filled  by  "ten.'' 

Carried. 

Mr.  Baum--J  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  it  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Foley — 1  un«lerstand,  in  the  controller's  office  they  have  a  City  Charter, 
already  writt«*n  out.  and  do  not  wish  the  Legislature  to  meddle  with  it 

Mr.  LA.STKU — I  deny  it.    I  vote  to  table  the  motion  to  suspend. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  carried  ;  after  which 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution 
adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

Mil.  Baom — I  now  move  that  the  committee  be  appointed,  and  the  Senate 
informed  of  the  same. 

The  speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Baum,  Christie,  Seymour.  Shaw,  Foley, 
Laloire.  Riggs,  Cook,  Lewie,  R.  M.  Miller. 

Mr.  BiiWKB — I  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  the  House  appoint  a  committee  of  three, 
who  shall  report  to  this  House  the  most  feasible  plan  ot  disposing  of  the 
uncurrent  funds  now  in  the  State  treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Michel— I  wish  to  give  notice  that  I  shall  offer  "An  act  relating  to 
criminal  fees  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson  ;  also,  "An  act  to  extend  the  power 
of  constables  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson." 

Mr.  Baum  gave  notice  that  be  should  offer  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative 
to  the  jastices  of  the  peace  ii  the  parish  of  Orleans." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  12  m. 


Wednksday,  October  12,  1864. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  M..and  to  roll-call,  sevcnty- 
foar  gentlemen  answered. 
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The  minates  were  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Bopill— I  call  for  the  resolutions  offered  on  yesterday,  and  the  sabsti* 
tate  thereto,  relative  to  Mr.  Marionneaiix. 

Both  were  read  by  the  secretary. 

Mr.  Bofill— I  move  the  adoption  of  the  substitute. 

Motion  carried. 

Mr.  Michel's  bills,  entitled  *'  An  act  relative  to  criniinal  fees  in  the  parish 
of  Jefferson ; ''  aWo,  "An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  constables  in  the  parish 
of  Jefferson,"  were  read  for  the  first  time. 

The  Spkakkr— I  will  announce  the  appointments  of  Standing  Committeee: 

OommUtee  on  EleclUms—W,  H.  Waters,  chairman  ;  Thos.  Ingram,  Geo.  E. 
Bovee,  Louis  Balser,  A.  Hawthorne.  L.  D.  Gorley,  J.  M.  Hawkins. 

Committee  on  Claims— J \x^ge  J.  T.  Michel,  chairman ;  Terrance  Cook,  E. 
Bouligny,  T.  F.  Kavanagh,  R.  McDonnell,  Young  Burke,  T.  Boudreaux,  John 
S.  Tully,  C.  G  Breckenridge. 

Committee  on  Finance—T.  U.  Laster,  chairman ,  J.  G.  Baum,  R.  M.  Miller; 
John  Foley,  D.  W.  Shaw,  S.  W.  Lewis,  D.  Evans. 

Committee  on  Judiciary— J,  Dejean,  chairman  ;  J.  T.  Michel,  W.  H.  Seymour, 
W.  A.  Riggs,  H.  C.  Belden,  T.  J.  Decker,  O.  H.  Poynot,  D.  Christie,  S.  M. 
Todd. 

CommUtee  on  Ways  and  Means— T.  F.  Kavanagh,  chairman ;  W.  D.  Miller, 
R.  M.  Miller,  J.  A  Spellicy,  E.  Galligar,  H.  C.  Belden,  F.  G.  Chamberlain. 

CommUiee  on  MUitia—i,  Cook,  chairman ;  J.  Duane,  H.  Bensel,  Jr.,  T.  F. 
McGulre.  Young  Burke. 

Committee  on  Internal  ImprovemenisS.  M.  Todd,  chairman ;  B.  Robinson, 
W.  H.  Waters,  U.  G.  Pearson,  Jr.,  P.  E.  R.  Smith,  R.  L.  Belden,  J.  F.  Van 
Tromp. 

Committee  on  Banks  and  Banking— D,  Christie,  chairman  ;  T.  U.  Laster.  W. 
R.  Meeka,  L.  E.  Lalolre,  P.  E.  R.  Smith,  H.  G.  Pearson,  Jr.,  T.  Cook,  R.  M. 
Miller,  W.  D.  Miller. 

Committee  on  Public  Educaiion — T.  J.  Decker,  chairman ;  M.  Senette,  W.  M, 
Prescott.  R.  L.  Brooks,  D.  W.  F.  Bisbee,  U.  Maas,  J.  S.  Badger. 

CommUtee  on  Revival  and  Unfinished  Business  —  F.  G.  Chamberlain,  chair* 
man ;  J.  Duane,  J.  Kleas,  F.  Henratty,  J.  McCann. 

Committee  on  Enrollment — L.  E.  Laloire,  chairman :  W.  H.  Seymour,  W.  A. 
Riggs,  Geo.  Bovee,  L.  Bernard,  R.  M.  Miller,  F.  G.  Cnamberlain. 

Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures — J.  V.  Bofill,  chairman;  P. 
Creigh,  R.  Gannon.  T.  J.  Lester,  J.  Haberlin,  T.  Wheeler,  J.  Dejean. 

OommUtte  on  Public  Printing-^W.  D.  Miller,  chairman  ;  P.  K  R.  Smith,  J. 
Schillaog,  P.  Harnan,  P.  K.  O  Conner,  W  R.  Meeks,  R.  L.  Belden. 

Committee  on  Parochial  Affairs— %,  W.  Lewis,  chairman ;  E.  Galligar,  James 
Walsh,  Geo.  Howes,  D.  Evans. 

Committee  on  Penitentiary— O.  H.  Poynot,  chairman ;  H.  Brown,  D.  W. 
Shaw. 

Committee  on  Federal  BelaHons — ^W.  H.  Seymour,  chairman ;  W.  A.  Riggs, 
H.  C.  Belden.  ^ 

Committee  on  PMic  Lands  and  Levees— John  Foley,  chairman  ;  V.  Danel, 
G.  W.  Bnngq,  John  S.  Tully,  J.  D.  Kamper,  H.  Bensel,  M.  Egan,  B.  Collins, 
James  Buckley,  J.  T.  Woodward,  C.  St.  Martin. 

CommUiee  on  Charitable  and  Public  InstUuiions— Geo.  E.  Bovee,  chairman ; 
M.  Senette,  John  Ennis,  John  Rotg^,  F.  Marie,  L.  Balser,  B.  Robinson. 
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OommUUe  on  8UxU  lAbrary^Vf,  R.  Meeks,  chairman ;  H.  C.  Beldeo,  P.  £• 
R  .Smith. 

CommUUe  on  Attditing  and  Siwervising  Ihe  Affahs  qf  (he  Hou8*--J.  G.  Baam, 
chairmaa  ;  J.  Y.  Bofill,  F.  A.  Mephler,  John  T.  Wood,  J.  Folejr, 

Kb.  Foijst— I  would  like  to  be  excased  fVom  flerring  on  the  €k>mmittee  on 
Pnblic  Lands,  as  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 

The  Spbaker— That  is  a  very  important  committee,  and  I  appointed  the 
goitleman  because  of  his  well-known  intimate  acquaintance  with  committee 
bnsinees. 

Mr.  Lastkk— I  move  the  gentleman  be  excused. 

ICr.  Bomli^~No  gentleman  has  a  right  to  be  excused. 

Mr.  Setmour— I  offer  the  following  substitute  for  a  motion  made  on  last 
week: 

Beacivedj  That  the  state  printer  be  authorized  to  print  one  hundred  and 
fiftjr  copies  of  the  rules  of  order,  together  with  the  names  of  the  members  and 
the  parishes  they  represent,  together  with  the  various  chairmen  and  members 
of  the  standing  committees. 

Mb.  Baum— I  amend  to  two  hundred  copies. 

Amendment  accepted  and  substitute  adopted. 

Mb.  Van  Tromp— I  understand  that  articles  101  and  123  of  the  constitution 
have  been  infringed,  and  therefore  offer  a  resolution  on  the  subject. 

The  Speaker— It  cannot  come  before  the  House  until  to-morrow. 

Mb.  Howes — I  move  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  to  put  the  reso- 
lution on  first  reading. 

Motion  lost 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  upon  the  State  library,  was  itnnounced 
by  the  speaker,  and  distributed  without  being  first  read. 

Mb.  Baum--!  move  it  be  referred  to  Ck)mmittee  on  State  library. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Foley's  bills,  entitled  '^  An  act  regulating  the  per  di«m  and  hours  of 
labor  of  employ^  on  the  public  works,*'  '*  An  act  to  organize  the  police 
force  of  New  Orleans,"  were  read  for  the  first  time. 

Mb.  Bacm— I  wish  to  withdraw  my  bill  on  sureties,  presented  on  yesterday, 
as  I  have  some  amendments  to  make  to  it. 

Mn  Baum's  bill,  enUtled  '<  An  act  relative  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  parish  of  Orleans,"  was  read  for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Haman  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Wednesday  next,  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  equalizing  taxation  on  real  and  personal  property  in  the  State 
and  city  of  New  Orleans,  also,  on  all  professions,  callings,  trades  and  pro- 
fessions and  classes  ot  business  not  provided  for  in  Uie  notice. 

Mb.  Boudrbaux—I  beg  leave  to  present  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Flynn,  setting 
Ibrth  that  he  is  duly  elected  to  this  House,  f^om  the  Fourth  District,  and  that 
Mr.  W.  D.  Miller,  who  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  in  opposition  to 
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him,  is,  on  account  of  holding  the  civil  office  of  lieutenant  of  police,  ineligible 
o  a  Beat  here,  un'ler  article  123  of  the  co  nstitution. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  Banm,  the  memorial  waR  laid  on  the  treble. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  gave  notice  that  he  should  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  amendment  of  title  1  of  the  constitution  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Baum  gave  notice  that  he  should  offer  "  An  act  to  amend  article  830 
ofthe  Civil  Code." 

Mr.  Egan— I  move  we  adjourn. 

The  Speaker — Before  the  motion  io  adjourn  is  put,  I  wish  to  state  that  I 
have  a  communication  from  Mr.  Bullitft.  addressed  to  the  speaker  and  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  requesting  the  use  of  the  hall  for  the  meetings  of  the  Lin- 
coln Club,  of  which  he  is  president 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  that  the  permission  be  given. 

Carried. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Thursday,  October  13th. 


Thursday,  October  13, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  69  members  responded  to 
their  names  : 

Mr.  Foley — I  move  a  suspension  of  iho  rules,  in  order  to  reconsider  the 
vote  referring  the  matter  of  appropriation  for  per  diem,  &c.,  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  inasmuch  as  I  understand  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  its  going 
into  their  hands. 

The  spealier  submitted  the  report  ot  the  committee,  recommending  the 
bill  appropriating  one  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  sessiDu. 

Rules  suspended — ^bill  passed  to  its  third  reading,  adopted,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  speaker  announced  the  report  of  the  state  auditor. 

Mr.  Baum's  moUon  to  print  one  handred  and  fifty  copies  was  carried. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp  called  up  his  resolution  of  yesterday,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Bovee's  motion  to  reject  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  the  rules  were  suppended,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  order  of  the  day.    Yeas  64,  nays  14. 

Mr.  Michel's  bills,  entitled  **  An  act  relative  to  criminal  fees  in  the 
parish  of  Jefferson,"  "  An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  constables  in  the 
paribh  of  Jefferson."  were  read  for  the  second  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  under  rule  48. 

Mr.  Foley's  bills,  entitled  *'  An  act  regulating  the  per  diem  and  hours  of 
labor  of  employ^  on  the  public  works,"  *'  An  act  to  organize  the  police 
force  of  New  Orleans,"  were  read  for  the  second  time,  the  latter  being 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  City  Charter,  with  request  to  report  as  early  as 
possible. 
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One  hnndre  d  copies  of  ibe  eame  were  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burke 
(amendatory  of  Mr.  Haman's  motion  of  one  hundred  and  fifly  copies)  to  be 
printed. 

The  first  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Leveesr 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
parish  of  Orleans/'  was  read  for  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Laloire  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Seymour — Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed,  in  toto,  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  my  learned  friend  (Mr.  Baum)  has  introduced,  concerniug  justices  of 
the  peace  in  this  parish.  It  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  de  fado^  nothiug  but  a  copy  and 
extract  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Louisiana,  of  1852,  page  300,  which  will 
be  easily  seen  at  the  first  glance.  The  whole  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is,  in  my 
hnmble  opinion,  premature,  for  the  following  reasons : 

In  the  first  place,  a  committee  has  been  appointed  by  this  House  to  frame 
a  new  charter  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  It  mpy  seem  proper  to  that 
committee  either  to  increase  or  diminish  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  this  city ; 
in  that  case,  the  bill  would  have  to  be  amended  or  altered,  or  the  whole 
matter  commenced  de  n^vo  before  this  House. 

In  the  second  place,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  yet  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  which  will  probably  act  on  the  suggestion  of  our 
learned  friend,  the  attorney  general  of  the  State,  and  prescribe  more  clearly 
the  exact  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace,  or,  in  other  wordsi 
of  committing  magistrates.  Should  they  adopt  new  sections  or  articles  in 
relation  thereto,  again  would  it  come  in  contact  with  this  resolution  on  the 
■abject. 

Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague  and  myself  are  p;'eparing,  for  intro- 
duction in  this  HoQse,  either  during  this  session  or  in  that  of  January  next, 
a  bill  to  increase  our  share  of  the  parish  of  Orleans  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  which  is  even  now  three  times  larger  than  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  a 
bill  which  will  incorporate  our  town,  and  require,  as  a  necessity,  more  than 
one  justice  of  the  peace  to  transact  its  affairs.  When  this  bill  has  passed, 
again  would  we  have  to  modify  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman. 

For  these  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  bill.  We  have 
plenty  of  time  before  us  for  legislation.  '*  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day,'* 
and  there  is  no  need  of  our  rushing  through  with  bills  in  such  a  hurry,  as  the 
hononble  gentleman  would  seem  to  desire.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to 
end  the  whole  matter,  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  indefinitely. 
The  bill  wt^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary, 
The  doorkeeper  announced  a  message  fV'om  the  Senate,  and  the  clerk 
stated  that  the  Senate  had  passed  the  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorize  Uie 
corporation  of  New  Orleans  to  build  a  bridge  on  Canal  Carondelet,  opposite 
Galvex  street,*'  upon  its  third  reading. 
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Mr.  Harkan— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ments. 

Mb.  Foley— As  an  amendment,  I  move  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the 
bill  put  upon  its  second  readiug.  The  Senate  has  passed  the  bill,  and  there 
is  no  need  of  referring  it  to  a  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meeks,  the  amendment  was  tabled,  and  the  motion  to 
refer,  carried. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  article  330  of  the  Civil  Code  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,"  was  taken  np  and  passed  on  its  first  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  title  first  of  the  constitution  of  Louis- 
iana," came  up  on  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  Foley — Does  the  gentleman  intend  it  as  an  amendment,  or  a  legal 
enactment?     . 

Mr.  Chamberlatn — ^It  is  to  amend  title  first  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Seymour— This  cannot  be  done.  Any  amendments  to  the  constitution 
must  be  referred  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Amendments  can  be  proposed  by  the  L.eglslature  and 
then  referred  to  the  people. 

BIr.  Foley— I  move  the  subject  be  postponed  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next 

Carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  y**M  35,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Baum  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  re- submit  his  bill  in  regard  to  the 
relief  of  sureties,  withdrawn  for  further  amendment. 

Mr.  Christie  gave  notice  that  he  would  introduce  a  bill  entitled  "  A  lien 
law  for  mechanics  and  other  workmen  in  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Thursday. 


FRroAY,  October  14, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  on  roll  call,  74  gentlemen 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Laloire  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Enrollment,  setthig 
forth  the  appointment  of  clerks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Michel,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  clerks  sworn  in. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  presented  their  report 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  clerks. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Michel,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  reported  verbally,  that 
Mr.  Morgan  Kennedy  had  been  appointed  clerk  of  the  same. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fixing  the  per  diem  of  Officen 
and  Employ^  of  the  Greneral  Assembly,  submitted  its  report. 

Mr.  Cook's  motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  lost 
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IbL  Sktvoub — I  object  to  the  report,  because  it  onljr  allows  reporters  six 
dollars  per  day.    I  will  presently  send  up  a.  written  motion  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Hjlrnan— I  object  to  it,  because  some  of  the  officers  are  paid  yearlj 
salaries. 

Mr.  Haman  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  the  following :  "  An  act 
repealiDg  all  laws  relative  to  the  election  of 'president  and  yice-president." 

On  the  respective  motions  of  Messrs.  Foley  and  Baum,  the  rules  were 
nqiended,  when  it  passed  the  first  and  second  readings ;  whereupon,  it  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  at  1  o'clock,  and  ordered  to  be 
engroflsed,  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Elections  being  tabled. 

Mr.  Seymonr  having  reduced  his  motion  to  writing  and  presented  it, 

Mr.  Foley's  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  carried,  whereupon  he  offered 
a  report  on  compensation. 

A  motion  to  reject  was  carried — ayes  54,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Seymour's  resolution  was  adopted  on  first  reading,  as  was  the  case  on 
tlie  second  reading,  the  rules  having  been  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Michel,  the  rules  were  suspended  to  pass  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Sbtmoub — ^I  am  informed  that  the  Senate  accepted  the  report  on  com- 
pensation, and,  therefore,  no  notice  need  be  given  that  body,  inasmuch  as  the 
House  can  now  alone  fix  the  compensation  of  its  officers  and  employ^. 

That  part  of  the  resolution  which  made  it  a  joint  one,  as  well  as  that  por- 
tion relating  to  giving  notice  to  the  Senate,  was  stricken  out,  and,  thereupon, 
ft  was  adopted  on  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  amending  article  330  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana,  was  adopted 
on  its  second  reading,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  relief  of  sureties  was  also  adopted,  and  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  the  following 
bills: 

**  An  act  to  abolish  the  Black  Code  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

**  An  act  to  amend  article  155  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana." 

'^  An  act  to  abolish  chapter  3,  of  title  6,  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana.'' 

*^  An  act  to  abolish  article  1462  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana.'* 

''An  act  to  amend  article  3465  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana." 

The  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  provide  a  lien  law  for  the  benefit  of  mechanics 
and  laborers,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  came  up,  and  was  adopted  on  its 
flzst  reading. 

Mr.  Tnlly  gave  notice  of  the  introduction  of  a  bill  relative  to  sureties. 

ICr.  Dejean  gave  notice  of  the  introduction  of  a  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
exdnde,  from  the  practice  of  the  law,  unqualified  persons." 

Mr.  Sethocr — I  would  like  to  know  what  disposition  has  been  made  of 
Mr.  Marionneanx,  the  member  from  Iberville. 
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The  Speaker — As  I  understand  the  resolution,  his  seat  has  been  declared 
vacated,  and  the  governor  requested  to  order  an  election. 

Mr.  Setmour — Has  the  governor  been  informed  of  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution? 

The  Speaker — The  resolution  Jia.^  not  yet  been  enrolled,  b\tt  will  be  at  once. 

The  chair  appointed  on  the  committee  to  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
oflBcers  and  employ^  of  the  House,  Mesbi-s.  Seymour,  Laater,  Breckenridge, 
Decker,  Meeks,  Pearson  and  Shaw. 

Mr.  Boudreaux  gave  notice  that  he  would  introduce  "  An  act  relative  to 
trade  stores.^' 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Folet— Before  the  motion  is  put,  I  would  ask  that  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Levees  meet  up  stairs,  after  odjoufoment 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Monday,  October  17t}u 


Monday,  October  17, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  79  gentlemen  answered  to 
their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Michel,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Decker,  on 
account  of  pressing  business,  the  same  privilege  being  granted  to  Mr.  Maas, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pearson,  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

The  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Howes  offered  a  resolution,  requiring  all  employ^  of  the  Honsey 
except  messengers,  to  prodnce  their  *'  iron-olads ''  and  certiBcate  of  regis- 
tration, which,  being  amended  so  as  to  require  production  within  24  hours, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
Levees,  recommending  for  adoption  the  act  regulating  the  per  diem  and 
hours  of  labor  of  employ^  on  the  public  works. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  reported  the  appointment  of  two  more 
clerks. 

Mr.  Folet— I  do  not  think  any  committee  ought  to  have  more  than  one 
clerk,  except  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  and  therefore  think  a  resolution 
should  be  passed,  prohibiting  any  committee,  with  that  exception,  to  appoint 
more  than  one  clerk.  In  accordance  with  this,  I  amend  the  report  to  '*  one 
clerk." 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden*8  motion  to  table  this  was  carried— ayes  36,  nays  33,  on 
division  called. 

Mr.  Chamberlain's  motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  lost,  on  division  called— 
ayes  22,  nays  38. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  announced  the 
appointment  or  a  clerk,  and  asked  for  a  suitable  committee  room. 

Mb.  Dejkax — I  move  the  request  be  granted  and  the  report  adopted. 

Carried. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  to  the  same  eflfect,  was  read, 
ani  a  similar  disposition  made  of  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Compensation  of  OScersand 
Emploj^  of  th9  House,  submitted  their  report 

Mr.  Baum-8  motion  to  table  was  lost,  on  division  called—ayes  27,  nays  37. 

Mr.  Foley  moved  to  take  up  the  report,  serialvmt  for  adoption  or  rejection. 

fir.  Seymour's  motion  to  table  was  lost,  division  being  called— ayes  27, 
nays  30. 

No  objection  was  made  to  the  speaker's  compensation,  but  when  that  of 
chief  clerk  was  read,  many  amendments  were  made  and  disposed  of  by  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Folkt— If  gentlemen  will  consult  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1855  they  will 
find  that  this  salary  is  now  fixed  by  law.  We  cannot  go  behind  that  law,  by 
resolution,  which  fixes  it  at  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  but  must  first 
repeal  it.  When  the  Assembly  adjourns,  the  clerk  is  responsible  for  the 
records,  and  the  enrolling  clerks  must  bo  attended  to  until  their  duties  are 
completed.  The  sergeant-at-arms  is  also  responsible  for  all  property  of  the 
halbduring  the  intervals  of  session ;  therefore,  I  think  that  these  two  officers 
should  be  paid  by  the  year. 

Upon*  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  the  secretary  read  the  law  in  question,  (Revised 
Statutes  of  1855,  page  231,  section  5,)  when  the  speaker  called  Mr.  Michel  to 
the  chair. 

The  Spkakkr— The  laws  of  1855  fix  conclusively  the  salaries  of  several 
of  the  offi^'rs  who  were  included  in  the  resolution  that  first  came  before  the 
Ho:iFe,  and  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee.  I  would  respectfully 
state,  that,  as  far  as  any  action  has  been  taken,  it  has  been  marked  with  every 
feature  of  illegality.  Bi>fore  any  legal  action  can  be  taken  in  relation  to  the 
salaries  of  those  otfi^era  which  have  been  fixed  by  the  law  of  1855,  there 
must,  by  joint  8e.%ion,  be  a  repeal  of  that  law  and  the  adoption  of  a  new 
one.  The  Senate  has  iteelf  violated  tho  act  of  1855,  in  fixing  the  «alary  of 
sergeant  at-arms..  for  not  the  Senate  or  House  alone,  but  both  bodies  must 
first  abolish  the  existing  act,  which  is  as  potent  as  if  enacted  by  ourselves, 
and  until  that  is  done,  the  salaries  of  enumerated  officers  must  relsain  as 
already  laid  down. 

Mr.  Mkekh — I  very  generally  concur  in  the  remarks  ot  the  gentleman  who 
bap  ju:$t  spoken,  and  offered  the  same  argument  to  the  committee,  of  which  I 
was  a  member,  but  my  opinion  was  overruled.  I  think  that  if  the  matter  is 
referred  back  to  the  committe,  it  would  report  in  such  a  manner  as  to  con- 
vince every  one  of  the  justness  of  having  adopted  such  a  measure. 
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Mr.  3btmocr~I  contend  that  the  extracts  from  the  Revised  Statutes  are 
BO  law,  for  the  constitution  under  which  they  were  framed  no  longer  exists. 
If  any  body  believes  for  an  instant  that  such  is  not  the  fact>  let  him  try  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  "  black  code,"  and  he  will  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Folbt— If  the  gentleman  will  refer  to  article  149  of  the  present  consti- 
tution, he  will  find  that  his  views  are  incorrect  "  All  rights,  actions,  pros- 
ecutions, cliUms,  and  contracts,  arwell  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  corporate, 
and  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  not 
inconsistent  therewith,  shall  continue  as  if  the  same  had  not  been  adopted." 

If  he  will  show  me  where  this  law  conflicts  with  the  constitution,  I  will 
acknowledge  the  force  of  his  argument 

Mb.  Harnan— I  move  it  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Seymour— I  would  ask  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee. 

The  gentleman  was  excused. 

Mr.  Belden  resumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  another  member  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Laloirb— I  move  the  appropriation  bill  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  the 
signature  of  the  president 

Carried.  ^ 

Notice  was  given  of  the  introduction  of  the  following  bills  : 

By  Mr.  Foley  :  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  licensing  of  gambling  houses, 
and  the  suppression  of  unlicensed  gambling  houses." 

By  Mr.  Pearson  :  *^  An  act  authorizing  the  corporation  of  New  Orleans  to 
build  a  good  and  substantial  foot  bridge  on  New  Basin  Canal,  at  the  inter- 
section of  Liberty  street."    * 

By  Mr.  Boullgay  :  *'  An  act  to  create  six  sherifib  for  the  parish  of  Orleans, 
and  define  their  duties." 

By  Mr.  Galligar :  '^An  act  to  remove  the  restrictions  on  the  hours  of 
closing  coffee- houses  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans." 

By  Mr.  Todd :  **  An  act  to  tax  the  gross  earnings  of  certain  corporate 
bodies  herein  specified." 

''  An  act  for  the  re-organization  of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

By  Mr.  Breckenridge :  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  re-establishment  of  pub- 
lic schools  throughout  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

Mr.  Christik — I  move  the  clerk  of  the  various  committees  present  to  the 
speaker  their  iron-clad  oaths  immediately,  or  within  three  days. 

Mr.  Foley— I  amend  to  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Amendment  accepted,  and  motion  carried. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received,  announcing  the  signing  of  the 
appropriation  bill  by  the  president 
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Kb.  Laloire — ^I  move  a  leave  of  absence  for  the  day  be  granted  to  the 
speaker  of  this  House,  on  accoant  of  illness  in  his  femilj. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Michel  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chamberlain's  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  title  first  of  the  const!- 
iion  of  Loniaiana,"  came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Me.  Folet — ^I  moye  the  article  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — The  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day,  and  I  claim 
the  right  to  open  the  debate,  and  I  belieye  the  motion  is  out  of  order. 

There  is  a  general  impression  that  seems  to  prevail  in  the  minds  of  many, 
that  the  resolution  contemplates  changing  or  modifying  the  articles  already 
existing  in  title  first.  No  such  change  is  proposed,  but  the  bill  provides  an 
additional  article.    Title  first  contains  two  articles,  which  are  as  follows : 

Abticlb  1.  Slavery,  and  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punishment 
for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  are  hereby  for- 
ver  abolished  and  prohibited  throughout  the  State. 

Art.  2.  The  Legislature  shall  make  no  law  recognizing  the  right  of  prop- 
erty in  man. 

My  bill  proposes  a  third  article,  reading  as  follows  : 
Art.  3.  The  Legislature  shall  make  no  appropriation  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  remunerating  slaveK)wners  for  slaves  emancipated  by  the  fore- 
going arUcles. 

I  believe  that  article  is  necessary  to  complete  the  title ;  for,  by  it,  all 
action  on  the  part  of  this,  or  any  future  Legislature,  is  prohibited,  so  far  as 
granting  compensation  to  slave-owners  is  concerned.  There  is  a  proposition 
to  introduce  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  bill  having  this  object, 
and  if  any  remuneration  is  granted  at  all,  which  I  am  utterly  opposed  to,  it 
should  be  done  by  the  general  government,  and  thus  avoid  imposing  an 
enormous  tax  on  the  people  of  this  State,  who  have  already  suffered  so 
severely  during  the  war. 

The  Speaker  pro  tern, — This  is  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  and  it  is 
subject  to  be  referred  to  a  committee,  engrossed,  or  rejected,  and  at  present 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  Folet— I  have  made  a  motion  to  report  the  title  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Haman's  bill,  ^lative  to  presidential  electors,  was  read. 

Me.  Folet— I  move  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  its  third  reading. 

Carried. 

Me.  Harnan— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Lost 

Mr.  Folet — I  move  that  my  bill  regulating  the  per  diem  and  hours  of 
laborers  on  public,  works  be  engrossed  for  its  third  reading. 

Carried. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  a  lien  law  for  the  benefit  of  mechan- 
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ic8,  laborers,  and  other  workmen  in  the  State  of  Lonisiana,"  was  referred  ta 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Speaker  pro  tern.— A  communication  has  been  received  from  friends 
of  Mr.  T.  J.  Durant,  requesting  the  use  of  this  hall  on  Wednesday  evening 
next 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  the  request  be  granted. 

Mr.  Chribtik— I  hope  the  hall  will  not  be  granted  for  such  a  purpose.  I 
was  sorry  the  House  consented,  on  a  similar  application  from  the  Linooln 
Club,  and  I  oppose  such  action  now,  especially  when  I  find  that  the  call 
emanates  from  the  customhouse  of  New  Orleans.  I  hope  that  this  House 
hereafter  will  be  kept  intact  for  the  uses  to  which  it  has  been  applied,  and 
that  no  political  clubs  will  be  allowed  here. 

A  motion  to  reject  the  petition  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  grant  the  desired  permission  was  thus  carried :  Teas  42, 
nays  28. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.  on  Tuesday. 


Tuesday,  October  18, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  65  gentlemen  answered  to 
roll-call. 

The  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Under  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  the  clerks  of  the  various  committees 
were  called  upon  to  produce  their  **  iron-clad  ^  oath,  and  certificate  of 
registration,  but  as  some  of  them  failed  so  to  do,  Mr.  Howes  offered  a 
resolution  that  a  commitcee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ascertain  who  of  the 
clerks  were  voters ;  which  motion  Mr.  Christie  amended,  giving  to  the 
committee  power  to  discharge  all  who  had  not  voted  in  the  last  two 
elections.  This  amendment  was,  in  turn,  amended  by  Mr.  Todd,  who  added^ 
'*  except  minors,"  when  all  of  the  amendments  having  been  accepted  by  the 
proper  parties,  Mr.  Howes'  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Foley's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  report  of  the  En* 
rollment  Committee,  on  the  ground  that  such  committee  had  unnecessarily 
appointed  a  translator,  was,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Laloire,  tabled. 
•  Mr.  Lewis  introduced  a  resolution  providing  that  no  moneys  appropriated, 
or  to  be  appropriated  to  the  Creneral  A&sembly,  shall  be  expended  for 
liquors  for  members  of  said  General  Assembly. 

Mr,  Foley— We  must  proceed  legally,  and  therefore  I  move  to  strike  out 
"  General  Assembly  "  and  insert  **  House," 

Amendment  accepted,  as  was  Mr.  Waters'— to  include  cigars. 

Mr.  ChamderIxAIN-^I  think  the  original  resolution  was  correct,  inasmnch 
fts  no  appropriation  can  originate  elsewhere  than  in  the  House. 
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Mb.  Folbt— Liquor  billa  would  come  out  of  the  appropriation  for  con- 
tingent expenses. 

Mr.  Bisbee's  motion  to  table  the  whole  matter  was  lost 

The  original  resolntion  was  carried.    Yeas  55,  nays  20. 

Mr.  Todd  presented  a  resolntion  directing  that  each  session  of  the  House 
be  opened  with  prajer. 

Motion  to  table  lost    Yeas  32,  nays  42. 

The  roles  were  suspended  to  allow  Mr.  Poynot  to  vote  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Foley's  amendment,  to  add,  "*  the  officiating  clergymen  shall  receive 
no  compensation,"  was  tabled. 

The  resolntion  was  then  lost 

Mr.  Galligar  offered  a  resolntion,  proriding,  that  after  the  20th  inst  the 
Hall  of  Representattves  be  used  only  for  its  legitimate  purposes. 

The  resolution  was  adopted ;  Mr.  Howes'  motion  to  reconsider  this  vote 
being  tabled.  ' 

The  reports  of  the  Tarions  banks  of  the  city  and  State,  submitted  by  the 
state  treasurer,  were  receiTed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks  and 
Banking. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Education  was  received,  where- 
upon Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  it  be  adopted  and  one  ^thousand  copies  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Baum's  amendment  to  '^  five  hundred  copies  "  was  carried,  and  there- 
upon tiie  original  motion  was  carried,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Michel :  "  An  act  to  provide  a  homestead  for  the  widows  and  children 
of  deceased  persons."  Also,  **  An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
licenses." 

Mr.  Chamberlain :  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  destitute  families  of 
Louisiana  soldiers." 

Mr.  Bensel,  Jr. :  "  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  families  of  soldiers  that  have,  or 
may  hereafter  volunteer,  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  United  States 
army." 

Mr.  Bangs  :  A  bill  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  inst,  in  relation  to  a  contem- 
plated railroad  between  Thibodanx  and  Houma. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden :  "  A  bill  to  suspend  the  collection  of  the  State  taxes, 
except  the  taxes  on  trades,  professions  and  occupations,  for  1861, 1862  and 
1863,  in  the  parishes  of  Terrebonne  and  Lafourche." 

Mr.  Christie :  "  A  bill  entitled  '  An  act  reorganizing  and  establishing  a 
system  of  schools  for  the  State  of  Louisiana.'  " 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  per  diem  and  hours  of  labor  of  laborers  upon  the 
public  works,  came  up  for  consideration,  and  was  unanimously  adopted  upon 
itB  third  reading,  whereupon  it  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 
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Mr.  HarnaD'8  bill,  relative  to  |)re8iclential  electors,  was  passed  on  its  third 
reading,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  were  called,  resulting  in  the  adoption 
of  the  bill— yeas  67,  nays  6. 

Mr.  TuUy's  bill  entiiled  "An  act  relative  to  the  sureties  on  judicial 
bonds,*'  was  put  upon  its  first  reading  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley's  bill,  relative  to  "providing  lor  the  licensing  of  gambling 
houses,  and  the  suppression  of  unlicensed  ones,''  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Meeks  moved  the  rejection  of  the  bilL 

Mb.  Foley— Mr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen :  If  yon  will  refer  to  article  116 
of  the  present  constitntution,  you  will  find  that  the  Legislature  is  authorized 
to  license  gambling  honses  and  the  selling  of  lottery  tickets.  The  question 
was  debated  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  for  three  days,  and  it  was 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  member  of  that  body,  that  such  licensing 
would  benefit  the  community.  My  friend,  sitting  here  as  a  sergeant  of  the 
police,  moves  the  rejection  of  my  bill,  because  it  closes  the  doors  to  the 
reception,  by  that  body,  of  black  mail,  the  very  thing  which  I  wish  to  pre- 
vent 

I  have  conversed  with  many  influential  men  on  this  subject,  who  have,  to 
a  man,  approved  of  this  bill,  on  the  ground  that  if  gambling  houses  were 
open,  each  could  at  a  glance  discover  if  any  one  intrusted  with  the  conduct  of 
his  business  frequented  such  places,  and  thereupon,  by  discharging  an 
employ^  who  did  so,  avert  many  evils.  I  simply  state  this  for  the  infonna* 
tion  of  country  members,  who  may  not  be  aware  of  the  views  of  mercantile 
men  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  MEEKs—Mr.  Speaker :  I  feel  it  necessary  to  say  something,  as  I  moved 
the  rejection  of  the  bill.  It  is  true,  I  am  at  present  a  member  of  the  police, 
but  I  have  never  received  a  cent  to  overlook  any  crime,  and  do  not  think  the 
gentieman  is  justified  in  his  uncourteous  remarks.  I  believe  that  every  man 
of  the  force  is  equally  honest,  though  I  do  not  know  what  the  gentleman  may 
have  done  himself,  when  he  held  an  office  in  the  same  body.  Since  rising 
fh>m  which  mean  estate,  however,  he  may  have  become  more  honest 

If  we  pass  this  measure,  we  legitimatize  crime,  and  for  this  reason,  only,  I 
moved  its  rejection.  Though  thus  opposed  to  tiiis  bill,  I  desire  to  have  such 
«  one  framed  as  will  suppress  gambling  altogether,  and  if  any  gentleman 
will  bring  in  such  a  measure,  I  will  both  advocate  and  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Dejean— Mr.  Speaker  and  gentiemen :  Though  gambling  is  certainly 
an  evil,  society  is  in  such  a  state  that  this,  like  many  other  evils,  cannot  be 
eradicated ;  therefore,  it  becomes  our  duty,  as  legislators,  to  endeavor  to 
mitigate  it.  [Applause.]  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill,  not  because  I  am  per- 
sonally interested,  but  because  I  think  that  the  welfare  of  Louisiana,  society 
at  large,  and  especially  of  this  city,  demand  it  Gambling  is  truly  a  vice.  [A 
voice — '*  It  is  a  crime."]    Call  it  a  crime  if  you  like,  but  it  is  one  of  those 
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erime^that  cannot  be  eradicated.  If  hnmanitj  was  perfect,  gambling  could 
be  suppressed ;  bat  under  existing  circumstances,  that  is  impossible  under 
our  free  government  and  republican  institutions.  Whj  not,  then,  constitute 
it  a  source  of  revenue  ?  Suppose  we  pass  a  law  to  suppress  it.  Will  it  do 
80?  I  say  it  will  not  But  it  is  our  dutj  to  provide  such  means  as  will 
keep  it  within  proper  bounds,  and  at  the  same  time  turn  into  the  treasury 
such  profits  from  it  as  are  possible. 

It  may  seem  a  trifling  matter  as  to  whether  gaming  houses  are  kept  with 
open  or  c'.osed  doors,  but  to  my  mind  it  is  a  very  important  matter.  Why, 
•ir,  every  respectable  citizen  of  this  city,  Whether  engaged  In  commercial  or 
other  bu8ine««,  on  seeing  a  yonng  man  in  his  employment  going  into  one  of 
these  places  can  at  once  discard  him,  and  that  one  act  will  remove  many 
inconveniences  to  which  those  men  ara  at  present  subject. 

I  think  it  behoves  us  as  men,  as  members  of  society,  and  this  House  of 
Representatives,  delegated  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  laws  as  we  can 
for  this  people  and  government,  to  so  do  as  to  keep  this  vice  within  limits, 
and  make  it,  at  the  same  time,  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  State. 

Ur.  Chamber  lad; — Mr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  :  The  gentleman  argues 
against  his  own  position  when  be  says  that  every  one  seen  to  enter  a 
gambling  house,  will  be  branded  as  unworthy  the  name  of  gentleman,  and 
while  still  sanctioning  the  licensing  of  these  places  will  place  these  licenses  so 
high,  as.  In  effect,  to  prohibit  them  altogether.  At  the  same  time  he  makes 
the  keeping  of  an  unlicensed  one  a  penal  offence,  making  the  crime  to 
consi^tt  in  the  distinction  of  licensing  or  otherwise.  Again,  while  he 
acknowledges  the  attending  of  a  gambling  house  at  all,  to  be  criminal, 
whether  it  bo  licensed  or  not — acknowledges  it  to  be  one  of  the  most 
damnable  of  crimes— he  would  license  it ! 

This  seems  to  me  a  contradiction  in  terms,  and,  after  our  passing,  on  this 
morning,  the  resolution  not  to  incur  any  expenses  for  liquors,  the  passage  of 
this  b  II  will  undo  all  of  that,  and  brand  this  Assembly  with  an  indellible 
disgroce.  For  these  reasons  I  am  bitterly  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill 

Mb.  H.  C.  BKLDKN~Mr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  «  In  order  to  understand 
the  action  proper  to  be  taken  on  this  occasion,  we  must  consult  that  of  other 
States  in  our  Union.  View  the  acts  of  the  different  Legislatures  of  our 
sister  States  and  you  will  find  gambling  denounced  as  a  crime  in  every  one. 
They  have  crushed  it  with  an  iron  heel-,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  there  is  a 
man  In  this  House,  whether  he  has  a  family  or  no,  who  is  prepared,  on  this 
day,  to  license  in  our  own  city  of  New  Orleans,  a  crime,  the  most  hideous, 
perhaps,  known  to  civil  governments.  Think  of  the  many  innocent  lives 
that  will  be  taken  in  these  gambling  houses—of  the  horror  and  bloodshed 
attending  this  institution,  which  saps  the  very  foundation  of  society.  If  we, 
proudly  riding  in  under  our  Free  State  charter,  adopt  this  bill.,  we  are 
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indirectly  striking  a  death  blow  at  society,  crashing  oat  Christianity  and 
permitting  crime  and  devastation  to  prowl  anpunished  among  us. 

Regarding  this  aifi&ir  from  my  stand  point,  gentlemen  will,  by  casting  their 
votes  to  reject  this  bill,  subserve  their  own  good,  that  of  the  country  and 
their  coostituenoy.  I  can  but  think  the  names  of  gentlemen  who  do  so  will 
be  as  proudly  transmitted  to  their  children  as  are  those  of  any  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war  to  the  descendents  of  those  noble  men. 

Mr.  Cubistie  —Mr.  Speaker :  I  cannot  imagine  how  such  an  article  as  Article 
116  ever  occurred  to  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  in  that  Convention.  It 
Icoks  as  if  they  desired  that  this  Legislature  should  take  some  action  to 
patronize  and  support  gambling.  Some  of  the  arguments  here  made  are  very 
futile.  If  a  man  goes  into  a  gambling  house  on  the  public  street,  and  knows 
that  for  doing  so  he  will  be  discarded  by  his  employer,  he  will  not  hesitate 
to  resort  to  some  other  means,  by  which  to  avoid  scrutiny  and  discovery. 
It  is  a  poor  argument,  that  this  bill  will  deprive  the  practice  of  its  dangers 
to  society.  I  hold  gambling  to  be  one  of  the  most  detestable  vices  that  can 
be  found,  and  I  would  stop  it,  by  imposing  the  restrictions  that  all  other 
States  have  imposed  upon  gambling  hells.  I  do  not  desire  to  be  made  a 
participator  in  legislating  for  the  licensing  of  such  an  institution,  as  we  shall 
become  full  participators  in  the  crime  by  so  doing. 

It  is  said  that  a  great  revenue  may  be  derived  fVom  these  licenses,  but  I 
would  derive  it  indirectly,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  by  imposing  a  heavy 
penalty  on  the  conductors  of  such  establishments,  and  I  think,  in  that  case, 
it  would  far  exceed  in  amount  that  contemplated. 

Mb.  Presoott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  support  the  bill.  While  I  am  as 
willing  as  any  other  member  to  condemn  gambling  per  «e,  be  it  understood, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  gambling  is  the  great  vice  of  the  South  and  West 
Men  are  universally  addicted  to  it ;  but  it  is  a  passion  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  I  never  played  a  game  of  cards  in  my  life,  but  that  it  is  the  general 
practice,  is  beyond  controversy.  How  can  we  control  public  opinion? 
What  is  the  use  of  passing  laws  counter  to  public  opinion?  No  law  is  of 
force  unless  it  has  the  support  of  public  opinion.  Let  me  give  an  example : 
I  resided  at  the  North  when  the  Maine  law  was  the  rage,  and  swept  like  a 
storm  over  the  whole  country.  But  even  in  Maine  the  sale  was  very  largely 
increased ;  and  in  Wisconsin,  where  I  was  a  part  of  the  time,  it  was  at  least 
double.  This  is  shown  by  statistics  that  no  man  can  question.  Such  would 
be  the  effect  of  any  law  to  restrain  gambling.  If  you  can  convince  every 
man  that  gambling  is  immoral  and  a  crime,  then  you  can  enforce  a  law  to 
stop  it ;  but  if  you  pass  a  law  that  conflicts  with  the  habits  and  common 
sense  of  the  people,  you  will  find  that  it  will  become  null  and  void.  Every 
law  counter  to  public  opinion  is  a  dead  letter. 

I  consider  gambling  a  crime,  and  if  I  knew  of  any  practicable  way  of  put- 
ting it  down,  I  would  give  it  my  hearty  support      The  best  thing  we  can  do 
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is  to  regnlato  it.  Suppose  we  pass  a  law  for  its  suppression  and  make  it  a 
crime  to  keep,  or  attend  a  gambling  bouse,  tbe  consequence  will  be  that  men 
who  are  addicted  to  the  passion  of  gambling  will  attend  at  the  risk  of  paying 
tbe  penaltj,  and  those  who  keep  these  places  will  make  such  enormous 
gains  Uiat  they  can  well  afford  to  run  the  same  risk.  As  to  tbe  execration 
of  the  public,  it  amounts  to  nothing,  for  the  majority  of  the  people,  except- 
ing, pertiaps  preachers,  are  too  long  accustomed  to  it  and  have  never  looked 
upon  it  as  a  crime. 

These  are  the  same  stringent  regulations  in  Ohio,  and  although  the  vice  is 
not  so  common  at  the  North  as  at  tbe  South,  yet  it  was  carried  on  secretly 
fliere,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  extensively  as  if  duly  licensed  by  the  Legis- 
lature. Not  one  gambling  house  will  relinquish  its  occupation  by  the  pas- 
sage of  any  prohibitory  law,  and  the  only  way  is,  to  regulate  them  until  we 
revolutionize  public  opinion. 

Mb.  BucKLBT—The  gentleman  says  the  people  are  not  opposed  to  gambling. 
I  think  Slidell  and  Benjamin,  in  1860,  gambled  the  State  out  of  the  Union. 

Mb.  Howes — I  am  opposed  to  gambling,  but  I  think  this  bill  proposes  tbe 
<mly  way  to  grapple  with  it  I  know  of  three  gambling  bouses  on  one  block, 
and  I  think  the  only  remedy  for  many  evils  incident  upon  them  is  to  impose 
a  heavy  license  upon  their  operations. 

Mb.  Lewis— Tbe  gentleman's  argument  is,  that  since  you  cannot  suppress, 
yon  should  license.  By  all  the  laws  of  the  world  yon  cannot  suppress  high- 
way robbery,  therefore,  according  to  that  argument,  you  must  license. 

Mb  Folbt — ^Mr.  Speaker :  The  Constitutional  Convention  never  contem- 
plated tiie  encouragement  of  gambling.  They  considered  the  matter  for 
some  days,  and  many  arguments  pro  and  con  were  delivered.  They  found 
that  this  city  is  a  great  place  for  the  practice  of  gambling.  There  appeared 
io  be  no  want  of  laws  on  the  subject,  some  of  which  I  will  read  for  tbe  ben- 
efit of  those  gentlemen  who  talk  about  enacting  laws  to  put  the  practice 
down.  Yon  will  not  find  a  law  more  stringent  in  the  world  than  this,  and 
gentlemen  can,  f^om  hearing  it,  and  being  at  once  informed  as  to  its  eflBciency , 
judge  as  to  whether  it  did  not  provide  the  best  means  of  putting  the  insti- 
tution down,  had  such  a  thing  been  possible. 

Section  96.  Whoever  shall  keep  a  banking  game  or  banking  bouse,  at 
-wliieb  money  or  anything  representing  money,  or  any  article  of  value  shall 
be  bet,  or  has  aided,  or  shall  aid  or  assist  in  keeping  one,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion for  the  first  offence  be  fined  not  less  than  one  thousand,  nor  more  than 
five  thousand  dollars ;  and  on  conviction  of  a  second  offence,  not  less  than 
five  thousand  nor  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  at  hard 
labor  for  not  less  than  one,  nor  more  than  five  years.''— [Revised  Statutes.] 

If  we  shoold  sit  here  for  seven  years,  I  do  not  think  we  could  adopt  a 
more  stringent  law  than  that  It  is  not  the  fiiult  of  the  law  ;  it  is  the  fault 
of  those  whoee  duty  it  is  to  execute  it ;  and  as  long  as  gamblers  hold  out 
this  species  of  black  mail  to  those  parties,  it  never  will  be  executed.  There- 
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fore  I  am  in  favor  of  licensing  all  these  gambling  houses,  because  I  think  it 
will  prevent  or  decrease  the  crime  of  gambling,  and  instead  of  fourteen 
gambling  houses,  which  I  know  between  Union  street  and  Canal  street,  on 
St  Charles  and  Common  streets,  there  will  be  only  three  or  four,  or  perhaps 
one. 

These  are  mj  reasons  for  offering  the  bill.  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
gambling  as  any  one,  and  neither  gamble  myself  nor  countenance  gambling 
in  any  way. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  the  motion  to  report,  and  the  ^tion 
carried :  Ayes  38,  nays  37. 

The  speaker  announced  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Baum  on  the  Committee 
on  Compensation  of  Officers  and  Employes  of  the  House,  vice  Mr.  Seymour* 

On  motion  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.  to-morrow.  October  19. 


Wednesdat,  October  19, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  whereupon  the  roll  was  called, 
and  66  gentlemen  responded. 

The  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Howes— As  chairman  of  Committee  on  Qualifications  of  Employ^  I 
request  that  the  secretary  will  fumlBh  me  a  list  before  3  p.  m.,  that  we  may 
know  who  answers  to  that  description. 

Request  tabled — ayes  32,  nays  25. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered  and  the  request  again  rejected — ayes  42,  nays  21. 

The  Committee  on  Compensation  of  Officers  and  Employ^  presented  a 
report  and  joint  resolution,  with  reference  to  the  subject. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  received,  and  the  rules  having  been  sus- 
pended, the  joint  resolution  was  read  for  the  first  time,  when  a  motion  to 
again  suspend  the  rules  and  put  it  on  a  second  reading  was  lost — ayes  53, 
nays  26. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  taken  up  serioHm, 

Mr.  Foley  amended  the  per  diem  of  warrant  clerk  ($12)  to  eight  dollars, 
whereupon  Mr.  Pearson's  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Meeks  then  amended  the  last  amendment  to  ten  dollars,  whereupon 
Mr.  Creigh  moved  that  tl^is  be  tabled,  upon  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called — Mr.  Lewis  objecting. 

This  last  amendment  being  lost,  the  first  one  was  then  carried. 

The  per  diem  of  chief  enrolling  clerk  was  allowed  to  stand,  as  fixed  by 
the  committee,  at  eight  dollars  per  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  fixing  the  per  diem  of  assistant  enrolling 
clerks  at  six  dollars  per  day,  was  adopted,  Mr.  Foley's  amendment  to  "five*' 
having  been  tabled  on  division  called— ayes  37,  nays  29. 
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Reporters'  per  ^^em  (eight  dollars  each)  was  adopted,  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
modon  to  increase  it  to  ten  dollars  being  tabled. 

Postmasters'  per  diem,  five  dollars,  was  adopted,  Mr.  Waters'  motion  to 
increase  to  six  dollars  being  tabled. 

The  per  diem  of  translating  clerk  (eight  dollars)  was  amended  to  six  dollars, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Egan,  Mr.  Foley's  motion  to  strikeout  altogether  being  lost. 

The  per  diem  of  assistant  sergeant-at-arms  was  allowed  to  remain  as  re- 
ported, at  six  dollars. 

The  per  diem  of  messengers  (four  dollars)  was  ratified,  as  was  the  report  of 
the  committee  fixing  the  per  diem  of  doorkeeper,  at  five  dollars,  and  that  of 
clerks  of  committees  at  the  same  figure. 

The  leport  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  when  Mr.  Bofill's  motion  to 
reconsider  was  lost 

The  secretary  of  the  Senate  presented  to  the  House,  for  concurrence,  "  An 
act  abolishing  the  bureaus  of  finance  "  and  **  streets  and  landings." 

The  rules  were  suspended  as  required,  and  the  bill  finally  adopted  on  the 
third  reading. 

The  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested  by  the  Senate  in  passing  the 
joint  resolution  to  examine  the  books  of  the  state  treasurer  and  auditor  of 
public  accounts  ;  also,  in  regard  to  regulating  the  mileage  of  members  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Todd  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  rejecting  the 
**  gambling  bill,"  which  Mr.  Meeks  moved  to  table,  which  the  House  refused 
BO  to  do. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  then  carried. 

Mr.  Wood  was  excused  from  attendance  on  account  of  sickness  in  his 
&mily. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Meeks  to  reject  the  bill  on  first  reading  was  ruled  out 
of  order,  and  Mr.  Foley's  motion  to  adopt  it  on  first  reading  was  then 
carried. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  announced  its  concurrence  in  the  bill  repealing 
all  laws  relative  to  the  election  of  presidential  electors  for  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

A  message  from  the  governor  informed  the  House  that  he  had  signed  the 
bill  appropriating  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the 
officers,  employ^  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  report  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
(Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Levees. 

The  report  of  the  state  librarian  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Library. 

Notices  of  bills  by  Mr.  Tully :  "  An  act  to  appropriate  bounty  money  to 
the  First  Regiment  of  New  Orle?tns  Volunteers  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

By  Mr.  McDonnell :  **  An  act  relative  to  the  duties  of  notary  publics  in  the 
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pariah  and  city  of  New  Orleans  in  paaring  acts  of  sale,  donation  and 
mortgage.'' 

By  Mr.  Lalolre  :  *»  An  act  for  the  relief  of  F.  J.  Knhnholtz." 

The  rules  being  suspended,  Mr.  Tally  offered  the  following  resolution,  for 
election  of  chaplain  for  and  by  the  House  : 

Mr.  £oaN'  I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Christie— I  amend  so  that  every  member  ^all  bring  his  own  chaplidn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  the  motion  to  table  carried.  Teas  40, 
nays  38. 

On  motion  the  House  then  a^'oumed  until  12  m.  Thursday,  October  20th. 


Thursday,  October  20, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  71  members  responded  to 
their  names. 

Mr.  Baum  offered  a  resolution  empowering  committees  to  judge  of  the 
qualifications  of  their  clerics,  which  should  consist  of  the  "  iron-clad ''  and 
registration  certificate.  Also,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  if  all  other  employ^  of  the  House  possess  the  same  qualifications. 

Mr.  BAUM—Mr.  Speaker :  This  resolution  is  not  offered  as  a  reflection 
against  the  special  committee  of  three  appointed  by  the  House,  but  as  an  act 
of  justice  to  all  the  standing  committees  of  the  House,  as  i(  is  to  be  presumed 
that  they  certainly  would-  not  have  selected  any  improper  or  disloyal  persons 
as  clerks.  Besides,  many  who  have  been  elected  to  positions,  had  not  yet 
acquired  the  right  to  vote,  for  want  of  residence  in  this  or  other  parishes, 
while  others  reside  in  parishes  occupied  by  the  rebels.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  resolution  will  pass,  and  allow  the  committees  to  proceed  with  their 
business,  which  is  now  clogged  by  the  several  resolutions  passed  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Haman's  motion  to  table  was  then  put  and  lost,  after  which  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kavanagh  presented  a  resolution  directing  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  pro- 
cure a  suitable  room  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Foley's  amendment,  *'  provided  that  any  other  committee  may  use  ^e 
room,"  was  accepted,  and  the  resolution  thereupon  adopted. 

Mr.  Lester  introduced  a  resolution,  that  no  bills  contracted  by  the  House 
be  paid,  unless  the  several  items  thereof  be  approved  by  the  House. 

Lost — ayes  15,  nays  34.  Whereupon  Mr.  Haman  moved  a  reconsideration, 
supposing  the  result  to  have  been  the  other  way,  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  matter  having  been  explained,  the  speaker  put  the  question  again 
.  upon  the  motion  to  table  the  resolution,  which  was  finally  carried. 

Bfr.  McDonnell  presented  a  resolution,  which  was  ruled  out  of  order,  rela- 
tive to  payment  of  the  police,  under  article  153  of  the  constitution. 
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Mr.  Spellicj  introduced  a  resolation  reUUiva  to  refreshments  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House. 

Mr.  Michel— a  resolution  was  passed  yesterday,  deoliring  that  no  moneys 
should  be  appropriated  in  this  way ;  therefore  the  resolution  was  out  of  order. 

Mb.  Speluct— That  was  in  regard  to  spirituous  liquois. 

Reflation  tabled. 

A  resolution  was  offered,  discharging  the  committee  on  examining  qualifi- 
cations of  clerks  of  the  House. 

The  Spkakeb— That  conunittee  has  been  retained  to  examine  into  the 
qualifications  of  clerks  not  on  standing  committees ;  therefore  this  resolution 
is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Tully's  resolution  relative  to  chaplains,  which  motion  Mr. 
Bofili  moved  to  table. 

The  roll  was  called,  the  rules  being  suspended  to  allow  certain  gentlemen 
to  vote  who  were  not  within  the  bar  at  the  putting  of  the  question,  and  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider,  was  lost. 

The  motion  of  reconsideration  was  then  carried — yeas  40,  nays  18. 

The  resolution  of  Bir.  TuUy  was  then  carried— yeas  40,  nays  21— the 
annoimcement  of  wliich  was  received  with  loud  applause. 

The  Committee  on  ^a^enitentiary  announced  the  appointment  of  a  clerk. 
Report  ^opted. 

Mb.  Peabson— Bfr.  Speaker,  some  gentlemen  are  clerks  on  five  or  six  dif- 
ferent committees ;  are  they  to  receive  pay  from  all  of  them? 

The  Spbjlkbb— Certidnly  not,  sir. 

Mr.  Michel :  "An  act  to  change  the  rear  boundary  of  Second  Leveeing 
and  Draining  District." 

Mr.  Pearson :  "An  act  to  remove  the  Second  and  Third  District  nuisance 
whart" 

Mr.  Burke :  "An  act  relative  to  attorneys  and  counsellors  at  law.'^ 

Mr.  Prescott :  "An  act  to  protect  the  property  of  Union  refugees." 

"An  act  to  regulate  and  define  the  mileage  to  which  members  of  the  Gron- 
eral  Assembly  shall  be  entitled,"  was  put  on  its  first  reading  and  adopted. 

Joint  resolution  on  committee  to  examine  books  of  state  treasurer  and 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  was  put  on  its  first  reading  and  adopted. 

Joint  resolution  requiring  annual  reports  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Districts  for  the  parishes  of  Orleans  and  Jef- 
ferson.   Rules  suspended  and  put  on  its  first  and  second  reading  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Badger  the  House  ac^oumed  until  12  m.  of  Friday,  the 
2l8tinst. 


Fridat,  October  21,  1864. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.,  seventy-two  members 
present 
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The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Dejeaa  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  authorizing  the  ser^ 
geant-at-anns  to  procure  a  suitable  room  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  a  resolution  directing  the  salaries  of  clerks  of  com- 
mittees to  commence  from  date  of  appointment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table— yeas 
46,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Tully  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  directing  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House  be  referred  back  to  the  official  printer  for  correction. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  the  followiog  resolation  : 

Be  it  resolvedy  That  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  of  committees  do  commence 
from  the  date  of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  Ka van aoh— That  resolution  has  just  been  acted  upon,  and  is  th'ere^ 
fore  out  of  order. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  resolution  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Foley— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  chair  sustained— ayes  66,  nays  10. 

The  clause  from  the  report  of  the  committee  on  compensation  of  officers 
and  employes  of  the  House,,  authorizing  them  to  draw  pay  from  October  3d, 
[its  adoption  having  been  inadvertently  omitted  at  the  adoption  of  the 
report,]  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  ^ 

Mr.  Cdahbbrlain— I  move  the  adoption  of  it. 

Mr.  Folet— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  Levees,  and  we  have  not  yet  appointed  a  clerk,  and  may  not  for 
some  time,  as  there  is  no  business  before  the  committee,  and  I  think  it  is 
entirely  wrong  that  such  clerks  should  be  paid  f^om  the  commencement  of 
the  session.    This  is  the  reason  I  oppose  the  adoption  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Burke— I  am  a  member  of  two  committees,  and  I  believe  one  of  them 
to-day  appointed  a  clerk.  He  has  done  nothing,  and  would  it  be  right  that 
he  should  draw  his  salary  from  the  beginning  of  the  session  ? 

Mr.  Chamberlain— The  gentlemen  contend  that  the  clerks  shall  only  he 
paid  from  the  day  of  their  appointment,  whether  they  have  had  anything  to 
do  or  not.  Now,  we  all  know,  that  the  clerks  of  the  various  committees 
have  not  had  and  perhaps  many  of  them  will  not  have  anything  to  do  for 
some  time  to  come  ;  but  those  appointed  the  first  week  of  the  session  are  to 
receive  pay,  because  they  were  appointed,  though  they  have  done  nothing, 
while  others  will  not,  because  they  were  not  appointed,  though  they  have 
done  jast  as  much.  Even  though  they  have  not  done  the  work,  it  has  been 
accumulating  and  eventually  must  all  be  done  by  the  clerk.  I  believe  the 
reporters  were  not  appointed  until  a  week  or  more  from  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  but  the  work  had  to  be,  and  was  performed  by  them,  from  the 
first    Others  salaries  date  from  the  beginning,  otherwise  they  would  do  the 
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work  for  nothiog.    For  the  same  reason  these  clerks  should  receive  their 
salary  for  the  entire  time. 
Mr.  Tally  offered  the  following  : 

Resolvedy  That  each  committee  shall  have  power  to  decide  whether  its 
clerks  are  to  be  paid  from  the  date  of  their  appointment,  or  the  b^flnning  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  Lewis — I  move  its  rejection. 

Carried.    Yeas  34.  nays  25. 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  to  amend  by  adding,  ^*  except  the  clerks  of  committees, 
which  shall  date  fVom  their  appointment.^' 

Mr.  Bovee  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote — ^yeas  24,  nays  51. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  and  the  resolution  adopted  as  amended. 

The  Committees  on  Auditing  and  Supervising  the  Affairs  of  the  House, 
Priotiog,  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and  Public  Education,  reported  the 
appointment  of  clerks,  which  reports  were  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Enrollment  announced  the  appointment  of  three  clerks, 
which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SBTMomi— These  are  not  additional  clerks,  but  to  fill  the  place  of  those 
first  appointed,  who  have  been  discharged.  I  therefore  move  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  motion  to  table. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Mr.  Kavanagh :  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
the  recording  of  births  and  deaths  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,' "  approved 
April  10, 1811.  — 

Mr.  Bovee :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  abolish  jury  trial  in  civil  cases." 

Mr.  Christie :  "  A  bill  relative  to  commissaries  of  the  several  markets  of 
New  Orleans.-' 

Mr.  Baum :  "  An  act  relative  to  the  adoption  of  minors." 

Mr.  Lewis :  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  promulgation,  preservation  and 
conduct  of  the  public  records,  and  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceed- 
ings of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

Mr.  Bofill :  "  An  act  relative  to  the  loan  of  $175  to  the  parishes  of  Terre- 
bonne and  Lafourche." 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  requiring  annual  reports  fh)m  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Draining  Districts 
of  the  parishes  of  Orleans  and  Jefferson,  was  put  on  its  first  reading  and 
adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  committee  to  examine  the  books  of  the  state 
treasurer  and  auditor  of  public  accounts,  was  put  on  its  first  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  act  from  the  Senate,  "to  regulate  and  define  the  mileage  to  which 
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members  of  tbe  General  Assembly  shall  be  entitled/'  was,  on  motion,  put 
on  its  first  reading  and  adopted. 

<'  An  act  to  create  six  sheriffs  for  the  paiish  of  Orleans,  and  define  their 
daties,"  was  rejected  on  its  first  reading. 

A  bil^ntitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  city  corporation  to  build  a  good 
and  substantial  foot-bridge  across  the  New  Basin  Canal,  at  Liberty  street'' 

'<  An  act  to  abolish  the  Black  Ck>de  of  Louisiana,"  was  adopied  on  its  first 
reading. 

''  An  act  to  amend  article  3465  of  the  Ciyil  Code  of  Louisiana,"  was  adopted 
on  its  first  reading. 

*'  An  act  to  abolish  article  1462  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana,"  was  with- 
drawn. 

"  An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  certain  taxes  in  the  parishes  of  Terre- 
bonne and  Lafourche,"  was  rejected  on  its  first  reading. 

''An  act  relative  to  trade  stores"  was  rejected. 

"  An  act  relative  to  attorneys  and  counsellors  at  law,"  was  adopted  on  its 
first  reading. 

"An  act  to  appropriate  bounty  money  to  the  Ist  New  Orleans  Volunteer 
Infantry  of  the  State  of  Lou!sian,a"  was  adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

"  An  act  to  provide  a  homestead  for  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
persons,"  was  adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

"An  act  relative  to  building  railroad  firom  Thibodaux  to  Houma,"  was 
adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

An  act  from  the  Senate  "  To  repeal  an  act  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  Parish  of  Orleans  in  certain  cases,"  was  adopted 
on  its  first  reading. 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  F.  J.  Kuhnholz,  for  stationery,  etc.,  furnished  the 
late  Convention,"  rejected  on  its  first  reading. 

"  An  act  to  remove  the  nuisance  wharves  of  the  Second  and  Thtrd  Dis- 
tricts;'* rejected  on  its  first  reading. 

On  motion,  the  House  acyoumed  until  Monday,  October  24, 1864,  at  12  m. 


Monday,  October  24, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strong  offered 
prayer,  and  the  roll  being  called,  seventy  members  answered  thereto ;  after 
which,  the  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  speaker,  on  account  of  sickness  in  his 
fiunily,  on  motion  of  BCr.  Christie,  who  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  PsnooTT— Mr.  Speaker  and  genttemen :  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  my 
colleague,  Bfr.  Brooks.  He  has  been  absent  until  this  time,  on  account  of 
sickness,  but  is  now  ready  to  attend  to  business.  He  is  a  loyal  Union 
man,  who,  like  myself,  has  sacrificed  everything  but  life.      He  is   from 
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one  of  the  moet  lojal  parisbefi — has  served  bis  coontrj  in  a  military  capacity, 
and  has  done  much  for  the  Union  in  that  way,  reflecting  honor  and  credit, 
both  upon  himaelf  and  his  country ;  so  that  I  think  be  will  now  serve  here 
with  profit  and  honor  to  this  State  and  House. 

The  gentleman  was  received. 

Hb.  Bubkb— Mr.  Speaker :  As  I  consider  myself  privileged,  according  to 
all  parliamentary  laws,  from  being  called  to  account  tor  any  action  I  may 
choose  to  take  upon  this  floor,  except  at  the  immediate  time  of  such  action, 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  I  have  been  grossly 
insulted  in  a  public  street  by  a  certain  clerk  of  this  House,  whose  appoint- 
ment I  had  not  advocated.  I  must,  in  justice  to  myself,  demand  either  the 
jikmMwal  of  that  man,  or  a  full  apology  from  him. 

On  motion,  carried. 

The  clerk  referred  to  was  allowed  to  retain  his  position,  on  condition  of 
making  full  and  ample  apology  to  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  a  resolution  relative  to  the  manner  of  providing  a  chap- 
lain for  the  House. 

Mb.  Chambkbiain— I  think  that  resolution  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
resoluUon  adopted  on  Thursday  last,  and,  therefore,  I  move  that  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  chaplain. 

Mb.  Folst— I  want  all  denominations  to  be  represented,  and,  therefore,  I 
move  to  lay  that  on  the  table.  The  resolution  says ''  immediately ; "  there- 
fore, I  am  in  order. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— I  will  acknowledge  that  any  action,  just  now,  is  out  of 
order,  as  this  comes  under  the  head  of  unfinished  business. 

The  speaker  decided  the  question  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  last 
speaker. 

Mb.  Foi£r-~I  refer  you,  sir,  to  article  31  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  and 
you  will  find  that  I  appeal  from  this  decision,  because  it  is  a  wrong  one. 
What  business  did  we  have  on  Friday,  that  we  could  not  take  this  up  then? 

Mb.  Sbthocb—I  move  that  the  decision  of  the  chair  be  sustained. 

Mb.  Foley— I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  chair  was  sustained  on  roll-call— yeas  57,  nays  13. 

Mr.  Waters,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  announced  the  appointment  of 
a  clerk. 

Motion  to  reject  the  report 

Mb.  Cbeigh— I  caU  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  other  committees  have  been 
allowed  to  do  this. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  lost— yeas  9,  nays  64. 

Mb.  Bovbb— I  believe  it  is  customary,  in  all  instances,  whenever  there  is 
any  business,  to  call  a  committee  together.  I  am  one  of  this  committee,  but 
never  received  any  notice,  and  didn't  know,  before,  that  any  clerk  had  been 
appointed. 
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Mr.  Waters— There  wae  a  majority  of  members  present 

Report  adopted. 

The  Committee  oq  Banks  and  Banking  reported  the  appointment  of  a  clerk. 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary  reported  favorably  on  several  acts,  and  an- 
nounced that  their  clerks  were  fully  qualified  to  serve  as  such. 

The  reports  were  adopted. 

The  committee  on  the  "  Act  to  organize  a  city  police  force,"  reported 
favorably  on  the  bill,  offering  some  ftmendments. 

Mr.  McDonnell  gave  notice  that  he  would  introduce  the  following  bill : 

"  An  act  relative  to  the  auditing  and  payment  of  the  contingent  ezjienseB 
of  the  General  Assembly." 

Mr.  Egan  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  put  it  on  its  first  reading,  when  a 
division  was  called,  resulting,  yeas  39,  nays  26  ;  whereupon  the  speaker  pro 
tern,  declared  the  motion  carried. 

Mr.  KAVANAOH—Four-fiths  are  required  to  carry  that  motion. 

"Mr,  Folbt— No,  sir ;  only  two-thirds. 

The  Speaker  pro  /em.— The  last  gentleman  is  right 

Mr.  Michel— On  last  week,  42  voted  to  suspend  the  rules,  when  the  speaker 
informed  us  that  the  motion  was  not  carried,  as  48  votes  were  required. 

The  secretary  begau  to  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lewis— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  SraAKER  pro  tern.— You  should  have  done  so  before,  but  I  will  put  the 
question. 

Result  of  roll-call :    Yeas  26,  nays  43.    Chair  not  sustained. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Bofill :  "  An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  several  recorders  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  to  appoint  certain  officers." 

''An  act  to  appropriate  the  sum  of dollars  for  the  support  and  relief 

of  charitable  institutions." 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  treasury  of  the  State." 

"  An  act  to  amend  section  ninth  of  an  act  entitled  'an  act  relative  to  juries 
in  the  parish  of  Orleans,'  approved  March  15, 1855." 

Mr  .McDonnell! :  "  An  act  relative  to  the  [auditing  and  payment  of  con- 
tingent expenses  of  ^e  Greneral  Assembly." 

Mr.  Tully :  "  A  bill  relative  to  the  pay  of  clerks  of  courts  and  recorders 
in  the  parishes  throughout  the  State,  the  parishes  of  Orleans  and  Jefferson 
excepted." 

Mr.  Bisbee:  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Louisiana  Land  Improvement 
Company." 

Mr.  Chamberlain :  "An  act  to  suppress  disloyal  private  schools  in  the  dty 
of  New  Orleans." 

BiUs  adopted  on  the  first  reading  : 
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•*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  promnlgation^  pres^ryation  and  conduct  of 
public  reconls  nnd  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedings  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana," 

"  An  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  certain  expenses  of  members  elect 
to  Congress.*' 

**  An  act  reladve  to  the  adoption  of  minors." 

*'  An  act  relative  to  the  loan  of  $175  to  the  parirh  of  Laionrche,  and  the 
same  amount  to  the  parish  of  Terrebonne," 

"  An  act  to  tax  the  gross  receipts  of  rail,  plauk  and  macadamized  roads 
lying  wholly  or  partly  in  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  uatll  Tuesday,  the  25th,  at  12  m. 


Tuesday,  October  25, 1864. 

Seventy-fire  members  answered  to  roll-call,  when  prayer  was  offered,  and 
the  minutes  adopted  as  read. 

Mr,  Burxk— I  submit  the  apology  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  referred  to  on  yester- 
day, which  I  move  be  read  and  spread  upon  the  minutes. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Michel  offered  a  resolution  requiring  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements to  determine  whether  the  Carrollton  Railroad  has  not  forfeited 
Its  charter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  the  City  Railroad  was  Included. 

Resolution  and  amendment  carried  on  one  motion. 

Mr.  Burke  offered  a  memorial  from  M.  W.  Murphy,  praying  for  relief  on 
account  of  loss  of  certain  property,  situated  In  New  Orleans,  which  was 
destroyed  by  a  mob,  in  the  nmnth  of  May,  1854. 

Mr.  Baum's  motion  to  table,  was  lost— yeas  30,  nays  34. 

Mr.  Mbbks— The  city  is  entirely  responsible,  but  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  this  memorial. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  mayor. 

Mr.  Seymour— I  second  that  motion.  This  affair  occurred  ten  years  ago, 
and  the  gentleman,  though  a  member  of  the  Convention,  did  not  present  his 
bill,  though  that  body  always  fUvored  its  friends. 

Mr.  BrBKE— The  Convention  could  not  appropriate  money  for  such  pur- 
poses, as  a  legislative  act  was  required.  It  seems  no  more  than  justice  that 
the  claim  should  be  examined. 

Mr.  Harxax— I  was  an  eye  witness  of  the  destruction  of  this  man's  bouse, 
and  know  that  he  sent  petitions  to  the  Legislature  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  com- 
pensation. The  Legislature  referred  him  to  the  city,  as  the  responsible 
party.  I  wish  the  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  that  it  may 
be  inquired  into  and  settled. 

Mr.  Poyxot — I  object  to  the  bill,  upon  the  ground  that  the  matter  4oe8 
not  belong  to  thW  department  and  should  be  referred  to  the  mayor.  The 
h4 
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GoaventioQ  bad  a  right  to,  and  did  appropriate  money,  bo  that  the  memorial 
could  have  been  presented  to  that  body. 

Mr.  Curistib — Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  that  this  matter  does  really  belong 
to  the  legitimate  functions  of  this  House,  and  I,  for  one,  am  in  favor  of 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  If  it  is  a  just  claim,  I  hold  that  we 
have  no  right  to  repudiate  it.  The  fact  that  this  disturbance  occurred  ten 
years  since,  is  no  argument  against  the  payment  of  any  just  bill  that  may  be 
presented  to  this  Legislature.  The  affair  has  been  before  brought  forward  in 
Legislatures,  and  has  been  referred  to  the  city  government,  which  has  not 
acted  upon  it.  Four  years  have  passed  away,  during  which  there  has  been 
no  Legislature  before  which  this  gentleman  could  present  his  grievance. 

Mr.  Meeks— Mr.  Speaker:  I  do  not  see  how  a  man  can  prefer  a  claim 
against  the  State,  who  has  been  doing  business  in  New  Orleans  for  many 
years.  The  corporation  should  settle  the  matter,  and  unless  it  does,  it  fails 
to  perform  its  duty.  Certainly  the  bill  should  be  paid,  if  it  is  a  just  one,  but 
let  those  pay  it  who  ought.  Legislatures  existed  before  the  war,  to  which 
the  gentleman  could  have  submitted  his  claim,  and  as  for  ihe  Convention,  it 
appropriated  money  to  piy  electioneering  bills,  and  since  the  gentleman  in 
qqestion  was  an  influential  member  of  that  body,  he  could  have  presented  it 
there,  and  had  it  been  just,  recovered. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR—Article  110  of  the  constitution  covers  the  case  :  "  All  courts 
shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  any  injury  done  him,  in  his  lands,  goods, 
person  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and 
jn.'^tice  administered  without  denial  or  unreasonable  delay.'' 

Mil.  BouPUEAUX— Mr.  Speaker :  The  reason  for  which  I  wish  this  to  be 
referred  to  tbo  Committee  on  Claims  is,  that  X  do  not  believe  the  case  is  fully 
understood. 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  :  I  do  not  conceive  that  this 
Legislature  has  any  jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  but  I  do  think  that  the 
matter  is  purely  local,  and  that  to  the  local  authorities  the  gentleman  should 
apply. 

There  are  some  suspicious  circumstances  counected  with  this  memorial. 
Ten  years  have  passed  since  the  act  complained  of.  and  at  lea^t  four  Legis- 
latures have  met.  If  they  had  jurisdiction,  why  did  they  not  decide  upon 
it?  I  am  not  in  favor  of  resurrecting  these  cases,  but  say,  let  them  sleep  ; 
**requiescat  in  pace.''  I  wish  to  do  impartial  justice  to  all  men,  but  I  pro- 
test Against  the  introduction  of  this  claim,  ab  I  believe,  from  the*  slight 
knowledge  of  the  law  which  I  possess,  that  we  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the 
matter. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  mayor  of  New  Orleans  was  carried— yeas  51, 
nays  16. 

Mr.  Laloire  offered  a  resolution,  appointing  a  committee  of  three  to  deter- 
mine the  distance  from  the  court  house  of  each  parish  to  New  Orleans,  and 
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lO  aaqertaia  the  number  of  days  consamed  by  each  member  in  traTellinfr 
between  these  points  while  going  to  and  retnrning  flrom  the  sessions  of  the 
Honse. 

Mb.  Folet— I  onderstand  the  constitntional  clause,  relative  to  mileage,  to 
refer  to  that  which  is  to  be  paid  a  member  for  coming  to  and  at  our  sine  die 
adjournment,  going  from  the  sessions  of  this  House.  If  we  pass  this  reso- 
lution, we  must,  whenever  a  member  obtains  leave  of  absence,  as  he  may 
^wo  or  three  times  a  week,  pay  his  mileage  back  and  forth  on  each  oooa- 
inon.  Then,  if  the  gentleman  is  four  days  in  coming  from  and  returning  to 
his  letidence,  we  must  nevertheless  pay  him  for  attendance  here  and  for 
every  mile  he  travels  besides ! 

The  resolution  was  finally  adopted— a  motion  to  table  it  having  been 
iost— after  which  the  speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Todd,  Prescott  and  Meeks, 
as  the  committee  designated. 

The  speaker  informed  the  committee  that,  as  the  state  surveyor  had  been 
looking  into  this  matter,  the  committee  would  probably  receive  much 
assistance  by  consulting  him. 

^fter  the  reports  of  the  standing  and  special  committees  were  acted  upon, 
without  discussion,  Mr.  Bofill  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  in  order  to 
put  upon  its  first  reading  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  State  treas- 
ury, which  motion  wa3  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  put  on  its 
second  reading. 

Mb.  Chambbblaik— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  for  the  reason  that  there  are  a  number  of  amendments  necessary  to 
make  the  bOl  formal.  The  Louisiana  State  Bank  has  no  money  and  is  in 
debt,  and  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  lend  us  money. 

Mb.  CanisnE— I  am  not  in  favor  of  that  bill,  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
maimer  of  borrowing  money.  A  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
know  that  the  Louisiana  State  Bank  has  not  the  means  to  pay  its  own  debts. 
If  the  bill  had  said  the  National  Bank,  I  should  have  &vored  it,  and  I 
believe  if  we  can  offer  proper  securities,  that  bank  would  make  a  loan. 

Mb.  Bonix^I  call  the  attention  of  members  to  rule  60  of  Rules  and 
Begulations,  which  says :  "All  proceedings  touching  appropriation  of  money 
shall  be  discussed  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  and  no  appropriation 
of  money  shall  be  made  except  by  bill.*'  I  therefore  move  that  tlie  House 
go  into  a  Committeo  of  the  Whole. 

Carried. 

The  speaker  called  Mr.  Bofill  to  the  chair,  and  the  bill  was  read. 

Mb.  Chambbblain — I  amend  by  making  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  six  per 
cent,  or  lees. 

Mb.  Lasteb — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


•52 

Mr,  Christie— I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  ^'Louisiana  State  Bank" 
wbererer  they  occur,  and  insert  "any  solvent  institution." 

The  amendmoDt  was  carried,  and  the  bill  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Mb.  Foley — I  move  100  copies  of  the  bill  be  printed. 

The  speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Bofill,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  reported  favorably  on  the  bill  as  amended,  and  it  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain, 
onder  the  resolution  already  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley — ^I  move  that  resolution  be  rescinded.  . 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  on  a  motion  to  table,  and  the  motion  lost — 
yeas  35,  nays  41. 

Mr.  Foley— For  the  information  of  the  House,  I  wish  to  state  my  reasons 
for  offering  this  resolution.  I  would  like  to  have  preachers  come  here  and 
pray  for  us,  but  I  do  not  desire  to  go  into  an  election  for  any  one  preacher. 
Let  clergymen  of  all  denominations  come  here  by  invitation  of  the  speaker, 
in  their  turn,  and  those  that  wish  to  come  can  do  so.  The  resolution  I  offered 
yesterday  will  be  found  to  cover  the  whole  ground. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  carried,  whereupon  a  resolution  was  offerc^  by 
Mr.  Foley,  covering  his  intention,  as  per  remarks  above. 

Mb.  Kavanaoh — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  lost — ayes  15,  nays  61. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  bill  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  the  sergeant-at-arms  was  adopted  on 
the  second  reading,  and  the  rules  being  suspended,  on  the  third  reading  the 
title  was  also  adopted. 

Joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  on  committee  to  examine  the  books  of 
the  state  treasurer  and  auditor  of  public  accounts,  was  put  on  its  third  read- 
ing and  concurred  in,  and  a  committee  of  five  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

Joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  requiring  annual  reports  from  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  the  First  Second  and  Third  Draining  Distriots,  parishes 
of  Orleans  and  Jefferson,  was  put  on  its  third  reading  and  concurred  in. 

A.n  act  relative  to  the  Greneral  Assembly,  was  put  on  its  second  reading, 
mlee  suspended  and  the  bill  put  on  its  third  reading  and  passed,  with  the 
title  of  the  bilL 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  licensing  of  gambling  houses,  and  the  suppression 
of  nnlicensed  gambling  houses. 

After  several  amendments  had  been  acted  upon,  Mr.  Christie  moved  the 
whole  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foley — I  believe  that  the  same  motion  was  made  on  the  first  reading 
of  this  bill,  and  carried ;  then,  on  reconsideration,  the  bill  was  adopted,  and 
now  I  think  that  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order,  in  maldng  his  motion  to  table. 
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Mr.  Chrifltie'B  motion  was  carried — yeas  45,  nays  41. 
On  motion,  carried,  the  House  then  adjourned  to  12  m.  on  Wednesday, 
the  26th  Inst 


Wednesday,  October  26, 1864. 

The  Hoase  met  parsnant  to  adjournment  at  12  h.  Sixty-two  members 
present. 

The  Rev.  Bir.  Strong  opened  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

The  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Dnane,  Waters,  Harnan,  Breckenridge  and 
Corley  on  the  committee  under  a  joint  resolution  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  books  of  the  state  treasurer  and  auditor  of  public  accounts. 

Mr.  Laster  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  tabling  the  '^  gambling  bill ''  on 
yesterday. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried  by  the  following  vote  : 

Tbas— Messrs.  Bofill,  Banm,  Balser,  Bucldey,  Brown,  Badger,  Bernard, 
Bangs,  Breckenridge,  Beld?n  H.  C,  Belden  R.  L.,  Cook,  Creigh,  Collins, 
Christie,  Egan,  Ennis,  Foley,  Gannon,  Griffith,  Harnan,  Howes,  Haberlin, 
Henratty,  Hawkins,  Hawtbome,  Ingram,  Kleas,  Laster,  Lester,  Lewis, 
McCann,  McDonnell,  McGuire,  Maas,  Michel,  Mace,  Nephler.  O'Conner, 
Pearson,  Presoott,  Robinson,  Spellicy,  Schillang,  Shaw,  Smith,  Van  Tromp, 
Walsh,  Waters,  Wheeler— 50. 

Nat3— Messrs.  Bovee,  Bisbee,  Burke,  Bondreaux,  Brooks,  Chamberlain, 
Corley,  Duane,  Decker,  Dejean,  Danel,  Evans,  Galligar,  Kavanagh.  Kamper, 
Laloire,  Miller  W.  D.,  Miller  R.  M.,  Meeks,  Marie,  Rotg^,  Riggs,  Seymour, 
Senette,  Tully,  Todd,  Wood,  Woodward— 28. 

The  bill  then  came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mb.  Bofux— I  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  lost  as  follows  :    Yeas  31,  nays  47. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  on  its  second  reading,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Laster,  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  appointed  by  the  chair. 

The  bill  to  organize  the  police  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  having  been 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  taken  up  section  by  section. 

Section  1  was  read  and  adopted. 

Section  2  was  read. 

Mb.  Gannon — I  amend  by  adding,  *'  citizens  with  families  shall  have  the 
first  choice.'' 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  accepted,  after  which  the 
section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Section  3  was  read. 

Mb.  Bacm— I  move  to  strike  out  "  citizens  of  New  Orleans,"  and  insert 
**  citizens  of  Louisiana." 

Amendment  accepted. 

Mb,  Howes— I  move  to  amend  by  substituting  "two  years''  for  "one  year." 

Laid  on  the  table. 
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Mb.  Galuoar^ I  move  to  sabstitute,  '^flaentlj  speak  the  English  lango&ge,'' 
for  "  read  and  write  the  English  language." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Chbistie~I  move  to  strike  oat  all  after  '*  evidence,"  and  insert  '<  that 
thej  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  voters  in  the  State  of 
Lonisiana." 

The  amendment  was  carried  and  the  section  adopted  as  amended. 

Section  4  was  read. 

Mb.  Chbistib— I  woold  like  to  know  what  the  section  means  in  referring  to 
*'  United  States  officers  T" 

Mb.  Folbt— It  means  the  election  for  president  and  members  of  Congress. 

Mb.  Lastbb— I  think  the  words,  "  with  any  election,"  cover  the  whole 
ground,  and  I  move  to  strike  out  **  whether  of  city  or  of  State  and  United 
States  officers." 

Mb.  Duane — I  move  to  reject  the  whole  section. 

Mb.  F0LBT--I  move  to  lay  all  amendments  on  the  table.  The  ConsUta- 
tlonal  Convention  passed  the  article  on  this  subject  for  the  express  purpose 
of  making  policemen  independent,  and  not  the  tools  of  politicians.  And  the 
constitution  directly  says,  that  ''  interfering  or  meddling  in  elections  in  any 
manner  will  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  instant  dismissal  fh>m  the  police  by  the 
board." 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried,  and  the  section  adopted. 

Sections  5,  6  and  7  were  adopted  as  read. 

Section  8  was  read. 

Mb.  Baom— I  move  to  strike  out "  gratis  "  and  insert "  without  further  com- 
pensation." 

Amendment  accepted. 

Mb.  Galuqab— I  move  to  substitute  "  once  a  day"  for  "once  a  week." 

Mr.  Christik— I  am  opposed  to  increasing  the  duties  of  any  one  without 
correspondingly  'compensating  him. 

The  amendment  was  tabled. 

Mb.  Chbistie—I  move  to  strike  out  *♦  gratis,"  or  "  without  further  compen- 
sation," and  insert,  "  for  which  he  shall  receive  $200  per  annum." 

Mb.  Foley— For  the  information  of  gentlemen,  I  will  state  that  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  the  duties  of  the  chief's  clerk.  There  are  three  clerks  in  the 
office,  and  the  chief  clerk  has  not  one  hour's  work  from  day  to  day.  I  have 
been  speaking  to  the  present  clerk,  and  he  states  he  is  satisfied  to  do  this 
work  without  any  further  compensation.  The  board  only  sits  once  a  week, 
and  his  duties  will  not  amount  to  half  an  hour  per  day.  I  think  $100  per 
month  sufficient  payment 

Mb.  McCann— I  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  section.  If  a  man  has  got 
to  be  tried,  he  should  not  be  made  to  wfdt  a  week  for  such  trial. 
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Mr.  F01.BT— If  the  gentlenmn  wishes  the  whole  section  stricken  out.  he 
does  not  want  a  trial  at  all. 

Mr.  Galt  ioar— It  is  necessary  to  have  the  Police  Board  sit  each  day ;  for, 
if  a  man  is  reported  at  night  for  a  neglect  of  duty,  he  is  suspended  from 
fhrther  duty  till  the  case  is  investigated,  and  should  not  be  kept  thus,  and 
made  to  wait  an  entire  week. 

Mo.  Chbistik  -The  question  is  one  of  compensation.  I  had  supposed  the 
mover  of  this  bill  was  a  man  who  was  in  favor  of  always  paying  the  laborer, 
the  policeman,  and  any  one  else,  the  reward  of  his  labor.  I  care  not  if  the 
clerk  only  sits  there  half  an  hour.  The  fault  Ires  with  the  authorities, 
who  do  not  find  him  enough  to  do.  I  know  he  has  responsible  and  arduous 
daties  to  perform,  for  I  have  watched  him  in  the  olBce,  busy  in  his  vocation. 
I  believe  in  paying  all  men  for  the  services  you  compel  them  to  perform, 
and  if  you  give  that  clerk  additional  labor,  pay  him  for  it 

Mb.  Laster— I  move  to  insert  in  that  section  a  provision,  giving  the  clerk 
$600  per  annum,  besides  his  regular  pay  as  clerk  of  the  chief  of  police. 
There  will  be  many  cases  before  the  board  where  testimony  may  be  ordered 
by  the  president  to  be  taken  verhaiimf  which  will  cause  the  clerk  to  perform 
a  great  deal  of  labor  in  taking  down  and  writing  out  evidence,  and  will 
require  much  more  time  than  these  gentlemen  anticipate.  A  man  having 
other  duties  to  perform,  will  neglect  one  or  the  other,  and  will  be  likely  to 
neglect  that  for  which  he  receives  no  compensation. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  to  strike  out  "chief's  clerk,  as  secretary,"  and  Insert 
"  a  secretary." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  recurring,  a  motion  to  table  wi^  lost. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  to  amend  so  as  to  require  the  police  board  to  meet 
at  the  City  Hall  daily. 

Amendment  accepted. 

Mr.  Foley— I  amend  by  making  the  members  of  said  board  entitled  to 
the  sura  of  $1200  per  annum,  for  their  services. 

Amended  to  $1,500.    Accepted  and  adopt;ed. 

Mr.  Christie  moved  that  the  secretary  receive  for  his  services,  a  salary  of 
$600  per  annum,  which  Mr.  Pearson  amended  to  $1,200.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foley  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  mayor^s  secretary  be  selected 
by  the  Board  to  act  as  secretary,  without  further  compensation.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Lastkr — I  move  to  amend  the  section  so  as  to  make  the  office  of 
secretary  separate  and  distinct,  and  not  connected  with  the  police  in  any  way. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  and  the  section  adopted  as  amended. 

Section  10  was  read. 

Mr.  Foley  amended  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  salary,"  and  insert- 
ing the  following : 
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"  Or  if  any  policemad  be  killed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  his  wife,  pro- 
viding she  has  chiMren  and  be  in  iDdigent  circumstances,  shall  receive  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars  per  month  for  the  ensuing  five  years,  to  be  paid  monthly 
from  the  city  treasury,  provided  further,  she  remains  unmarried  during  the 
aforesaid  five  years.  Providedf  The  police  board  are  satisfied  that  such  sick- 
ness is  real  and  not  feigned.^' 

Substitute  adopted. 

Section  11  was  adopted  without  amendment. 

Mb.  Foley— I  have  an  article  to  insert  here,  which  is  the  following : 

Section  12.  Be  it  further  enacted^  it'c,  That  any  officer  of  police,  or  any 
policeman,  who  ma^  be  cognizant  or  informed  of  any  gambling  house,  lot- 
tery, or  place  wherein  lottery  tickets  are  sold,  to  be  in  operation,  and  who  do 
not  arrest  and  proceed  against  the  keepers,  conductors,  aiders  and  abettors 
of  such  houses,  according  to  law,  shall  be  immediately  dismissed  from  fhe 

Solice  and  be  ineligible  to  any  position  of  profit  or  trust  under  either  the 
tate,  parochial  or  municipal  governments  thereafter. 

Mr.  Chrtstie— I  move  to  strike  out  "  unlicensed,"  as  we  have  not,  and  I 
hope  never  will,  have  a  law  licensing  gambling  houses. 

Mr.  Meeks— I  am  in  favor  of  suppressing  gambling,  and  will  vote  for  any 
bill,  the  object  of  which  is  to  do  that.  The  gentleman  who,  in  this  police 
bill,  proposes  to  insert  this  clause,  is  the  very  one  who  offered  a  bill  to 
license  gambling.  His  position  is  one  difiScult  to  be  understood.  I  move 
the  rejection  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foley — There  being  no  licensed  gambling  houses,  they  are,  therefore, 
all  unlicensed  and  I  hope  to  put  them  down.  If  this  passes,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  these  gentlemen,  who  pretend  to  wish  to  put  down  gambling,  to  go 
into  e^h  gambling  house,  close  it  up  and  punish  all  the  parties  there  con- 
gregated. 

Mr.  Christie -This  seems  to  be  an  idea  to  coerce  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  submit  to  propositions  which  should  not  be  incorpo- 
rated in  this  bill.  I  object  to  the  word  "unlicensed,"  as  it  occurs  in  this 
matter  before  us.  There  is  no  such  a  thing  as  a  licensed  gambling  house  in 
New  Orleans  at  the  present  time,  and  I  hope  there  never  will  be.  By  the 
use  of  the  word  '^  unlicensed  "  the  gentleman  seeks  to  convey  the  idea  that 
we  have  or  will  have  licensed  gambling  houses.  I  do  not  believe  such  a 
thing  is  possible,  and  with  all  the  corniption  and  immorality  which  exists,  I 
believe  that  as  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  has  been  for  years,  it  will  be 
during  this  session.  I  wish  that  word  stricken  out.  He  seeks  to  make  the 
police  chase  a  shadow.  They  cannot  find  anything  but  simple  gambling 
houses  in  New  Orleans. 

Mb.  Pearson— I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  unlicensed  "  and  insert 
"all." 
Mr.  Foley— I  accept  the  amendment 
The  section,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 
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Mb.  Founr— I  oifer  an  additional  section  relatiTe  to  the  trial  of  delinquent 
police  officers  and  the  publifibing  of  the  proceedings. 

The  section  was  tabled    yeas  48,  nays  10. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Banm,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  of  Thurs- 
day, the  27th  inst,  by  a  vote  of  48  yeas  to  32  nays,  the  roll  having  been 
called,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Foley. 


Thursday,  October  27, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman.  Sixty-five  members  responded  to  roll-call,  after 
which  the  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  chair  announced  the  appoiutmeut  of  Messrs.  Laster,  Christie,  Todd, 
Kayanagh  and  Chamberlain  on  the  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  gambling  bill. 

Mr.  McDonnell  offered  a  resolution  appointing  a  committee  of  five  to 
ascertain  whether  the  New  Orleans  Gas  Light  Company  has  not  failed  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  its  charter. 

Mb.  Foley — I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  CarroUton  and  City  Railroad  Companies. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Tally  offered  a  resolution  that  the  House  meet  each  day,  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  excepted,  at  11  o'clock  and  not  adjourn  before  3  p.  m. 

Mb.  Badgeb-^1  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried,  by  the  following  vote — yeas  57,  nays  13. 

Mr.  Bisbee  submitted  a  resolution,  stating,  that  as  the  New  Orleans  Times 
had,  in  its  columns,  referred  to  the  enormous  expenditures  of  the  late  Con- 
stitational  Convention,  amounting  to  $238,000,  the  speaker  of  the  House 
should  appoint  a  special  committee  of  three,  to  examine  the  papers  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  and  furnish  a  statement  of  facts. 

3£b.  Foley— I  am  in  fovor  of  the  measure,  but  I  think  the  Legislature  is 
assuming  power  that  does  not  properly  belong  to  it.  1  would  be  glad  to 
have  the  committee  appointed,  if  it  could  be  done  legally ;  but  in  domg  so, 
I  think  we  are  transcending  our  duties.  It  is  like  the  creature  bringing  the 
Creator  to  account  for  acts  that  have  been  performed.  Therefore,  1  move  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Carried— yeas  39,  nays  30. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  intention  to  introduce  bills  : 

Mr.  Van  Tromp:   "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  St.  Joseph's  Church,  Baton 


Mr.  Smith :  ^*  A  bill  granting  soldiers  and  loyal  citizens  of  the  United 
States  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  State  of  Louisiana.'' 

Mr.  Cook  :  "  A  bill  on  inspection  of  tobacco,  beef,  pork  and  flour.'' 
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Mr.  Decker :  '*  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  in  relation  to  the  prescrip- 
tion of  promissory  notes,  bills,  and  other  written  obligations,  for  the  pajm^it 
of  money  or  other  articles  of  value." 

An  act  relative  to  sureties  on  individual  bonds,  was  put  on  its  second 
reading,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  its  third  reading. 

An  act  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  Uie  recording  of  marriages  in  the 
parish  of  Orleans,  and  all  other  parishes  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was 
amended  by  Mr.  Haman,  by  striking  out  section  2  of  said  act 

Adopted,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  city  corporation  of  New  Orleans 
to  build  a  good  and  substantial  bridge  across  the  New  Basin  Canal,  at 
Liberty  street,"  was  put  on  its  second  reading,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements. 

An  act  to  provide  a  homestead  for  the  widoMrs  and  children  of  deceased 
persons,  was  put  on  its  second  reading,  and  refei^red  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  appropriating  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
First  Regiment  Louisiana  Yoluntaers  was  read. 

Mr.  Badger— I  move  the  adoption  of  the  bill  and  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Militia. 

Mb.  Laster— I  am  opposed  to  referring  that  bill,  for  the  regiment  is  not 
composed  of  Louisianians.  The  field  officers  are  composed  of  men  from 
the  Western  and  Northern  States,  as  were  those  of  the  line.  The  privates 
go  into  all  our  public  places,  and,  protected  by  the  uniform  which  they 
wear,  insult  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  rendering  themselves  unworthy 
of  being  recognized  as  the  sons  of  any  State.  I  am  opposed  to  squan- 
dering the  money  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  upon  any  such  poor  apologies 
for  men. 

The  rank  and  file,  taken  from  the  prisons  and  jails  of  New  Orleans,  was 
allowed  to  choose  between  enlisting  and  remaining  there.  I  think  they  took 
the  better  course,  for  it  certainly  must  have  been  more  beneficial  to  the 
country  to  have  them  in  its  service  than  to  have  allowed  them  to  remain 
where  it  first  found  them.  In  the  choice  of  officers,  they  have  not  given  the 
citizens  of  Louisiana  the  preference  in  any  one  case,  but  have  selected  men 
from  the  Northern  and  Western  States.  They  have  already  received  bounties 
from  Eastern  and  Western  regiments,  and  now  wish  to  come  upon  us  for  a 
second  bounty.  I  can  bring  proof  that  they  are  men  unworthy  of  being 
enlisted  in  any  State — that  they  have  enlisted  on  both  sides  in  turn,  and  that 
they  now  propose  to  shirk  service  by  becoming  patrols  of  the  defences  I 
They  walk  our  streets  day  and  night,  and  because  they  are  enlisted  and 
cannot  now  help  theqiselves,  but  wish  to  get  others  into  the  same  situation 
as  themselves,  they  pester  all.  as  they  say,  "  to  come  up  and  fill  the 
ranks." 
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Mr.  Lewis— I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman's  word^ taken  down,  that 
be  may  see  bow  tbej  will  appear  in  print. 

Mr.  Duane— I  am  very  much  astonished  at  the  remarks  of  the  worthy 
member  of  this  honorable  body.  He  is  a  citizen  of  this  State  and  city  like 
myself,  and  undoubtedly  has  considerable  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  regi- 
ment that  has  been  organized  in  this  city  ;  but  I  must  say  he  is  entirely  mis- 
taken so  far  as  the  field  and  line  officers  being  Northern  or  Western  men 
from  yarioos  regiments.  I  deny  it,  for  to  my  own  knowledge,  many  of  them 
belong  in  this  dty.  I  also  deny  that  they  have  been  taken  as  convicts  from 
the  various  prisons.  I  admit  that  some  of  them  have  been  brought  before 
the  courts  and  punished  for  trivial  offences,  such  as  being  drunk,  disturbing 
the  peace,  etc.,  by  perhaps  thirty  days  imprisonment,  and  in  preference  to 
going  to  jail,  have  joined  this  regiment ;  but  I  know  that  fully  one-half  of 
the  regiment  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  leaving  the  rebel  lines  and 
coming  here,  joined  the  Union  army,  where  their  sympathies  were  already 
enlisted.  I  am  surprised  that  a  member  of  this  body  should  attempt  to  dis- 
courage a  movement  of  this  kind.  There  are  now  600  or  700  in  this  regiment 
and  they  have  not  received  any  bounty  from  this  State,  but  I  contend  they 
are  entitled  to  it  as  much  as  any  other  volunteers. 

Mb.  Van  Tbomp—I  think  that  whatever  crime  a  man  may  have  committed, 
when  be  takes  a  gun  and  fights  for  us  and  his  country,  it  is  a  sufficient  atone- 
ment and  he  has  a  right  to  as  much  bounty  as  any  other  soldier. 

Mb.  Bbeckekbidgk — I  have  listened  to  the  remarlcs,  but  would  like  to  in- 
qoire  what  the  gentleman  considers  the  qualifications  of  a  soldier.  The  bat- 
talion that  left  this  city  in  1861,  to  fight  for  the  Confederacy,  composed  of 
such  men,  fought  well  at  Manassas,  and  they  were  not  only  respected  but 
rewarded  and  cherished  by  the  citizens  of  Louisiana.  I  think  the  Louisiana 
volunteers,  in  the  Union  army,  deserve  even  more  credit,  not  only  for  their 
fighting  qualities,  but  iheir  patriotism  in  renouncing  the  Confederacy  and 
coming  back  under  the  old  flag. 

Mb.  Potnot— I  will.4etain  the  House  but  a  few  moments  in  stating  what  I 
know  of  the  1st  Louisiana  regiment  in  the  cause  of  the  Union.  I  am  person- 
ally acquainted  with  at  least  one  hundred  members  of  this  regiment,  and  I 
must  say,  to  their  credit,  that  they  are  men  of  worthy  character,  who  deserve 
tiie  respect  and  recognition  of  this  honorable  body.  I  think  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Laster)  altogether  yncalled  for  and 
unnecessary,  and  I  am  astonished  that  a  Louisianian  should  have  made  such 
an  abominable  charge  against  our  Union  soldiers. 

3)B.  Li.sTEB— My  remai'ks  do  not  apply  to  all  the  regiment,  but  it 
is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  three  field  officers  of  the  regiment  are  not 
citizens  of  Louisiana;  nor,  sir,  are  any  of  the  line  officers,  with  the 
exception  of  Captain  Loop,  citizens  of  Louisiana.  The  very  men  who  were 
commissioned  as   officers   in   that   regimment   from   the  East  and  West 
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have  tried  to  defeat  him  aod  deprive  him  of  his  commission.  The  mi^or  of 
that  regiment  is  dead,  and  the  senior  officer  tried  an  underhanded  game  to 
prevent  bia  promotion.  There  is  one  citizen  of  Louisiana  entitled  to  promo- 
tion, but  thej  will  not  give  it  to  him,  and  that  is  Capt  Loup.  He  is  captain 
of  the  first  and  onlj  full  company  enlisttd.  He  gave  volunteers  to  other 
companies,  that  the  regimen^  might  be  formed,  and  the  very  men  he  put  in 
have  turned  agauist  him,  and  tried  to  keep  him  from  being  promoted.  Not 
because  he  was  not  a  military  man,  or  unable  or  unwilling  to  fight,  but 
because  they  wished  to  manage  the  whole  thing.  Speaking  of  the  scandal- 
ous conduct^  of  the  different  officers  and  privates,  I  say  I  have  witnessed 
[cries  of  ''order"]  these  men  put  on  their  uniforms  and  go  into  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  insult  citizens;  and  for  what?  Not  because  they 
are  so  sincere  in  the  cause  they  have  enlisted  in,  but  from  the  fact  that 
they  are  sorry  to  find  themselves  in  such  a  predicament,  and  wish  to  get 
every  citizen  in  the  same  fix,  on  the  principle  that  misery  likes  company. 

Hr.  Cuuistie — ^I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  Duaue  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  Laster — If  any  man  can  convince  me  that  I  am  wrong,  I  will  vote  for 
the  bill.  Take  a  vote  of  the  House  and  see  whether  I^hall  continue  my 
explanation. 

Cries  of  "out  of  order." 

Mr.  Lewis  objected  to  the  speaker  continuing. 

Mr.  LasteRt— Am  I  allowed  to  proceed  ? 

Thk  Speaker— The  chair  decides  that  the  gentleman  can  go  oo. 

Mr.  Lewis -I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  appeal  was  put  and  the  chair  sustained. 

Mr.  Lahter— I  yield  the  floor  to  another  gentleman,  reserving  the  right  to 
close  the  debate. 

Mr.  Duane— Mr.  Speaker :  In  speaking  of  the  field  and  line  officers  of  the 
regiment  in  question,  the  gentleman  mentions  the  name  of  Capt  Loup.  That 
officer  is  a  very  intimate  friend  of  mine,  and  I  have  ever  heard  him  speak 
well  of  the  line  and  field  officers,  and  from  information  from  the  officers  of 
that  regiment,  they  are  about  to  make  him  major.  I  deny  that  he  has  been 
treated  as  the  gentleman  represents.  I  took  a  great  interest  in  raising  that 
regiment,  and  furnished  many  men  from  my  own  district,  whom  I  know  to 
be  respectable  men,  with  families.  And  as  a  whole,  I  believe  the  regiment 
is  one  of  the  most  respectable  bodies  of  i^en  that  has  been  formed  during 
this  rebellion. 

Mr.  Laster— It  has  been  intimated  that  I  have  never  spoken  well  of  those 
officers.  I  have  not  spoken  a  word  against  them,  and  I  have  not  spoken  in 
favor  of  the  regiment,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  not  a  regiment  of  Louisiana. 
The  little  I  know  of  them,  is  not  in  their  favor.  They  have  enlisted  men 
from  all  parts  of  the  country— deserters  from  the  Confederate  army  and 
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prison-birds  or  New  Orleans— and  now  that  they  are  clothed  with  the  pro- 
tection of  ttie  United  States,  they  go  upon  our  streets  and  by-ways  and 
highways,  insulting  the  rery  people  who  are  sustaining  the  cause  of  the 
government  If  the  officers  and  privates  are  Louisianians,  give  them  what 
is  due  to  them,  and  the  same  bounty  that  other  States  give.  No  man  is  more 
willing  to  g^ve  that  than  I  am,  but  these  soldiers  9re  not  soldiers  of  Louisiana ; 
they  are  «thoee  who  have  shirked  the  service  on  one  side,  and  come  here 
becaose  they  do  not  expect  to  be  called  into  active  service ;  and  this  thing 
has  been  brought  forward  by  the  friends  of  the  field  officers,  in  order  to  get 
the  bounty. 

I  wish  to  hear  Mr.  McDonnell,  who  was  formerly  an  officer  in  the  regiment, 
and  I  move  that  he  be  allowed  to  speak.        • 

Mb.  Christte — I  am  willing  that  the  gentleman  shall  be  allowed  to  speak, 
provided  other  members  are  given  the  same  privilege,  for  I  would  like  to 
say  something  on  the  subject  myself. 

Mr.  Van  Trohp — I  move  Mr.  Laster  be  allowed  to  make  any  corrections 
he  may  desire,  in  the  report  of  his  remarks  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Foley — The  motion  is  unnecessary,  as  any  member  has  sach  a  right 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Bai>qrr— I  move  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Militia.  ' 

Carried. 

Mr.  PrEscxrrr— I  move  we  now  acyoum. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called,  the  motion  was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  38  to 
S2.  and  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Friday. 


Frtoay,  October  28, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  h.  Sixfy-two  members 
were  present 

Hie  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  keepers  of  stalls  in  the  Vegetable  Market,  Second  District,  and  others, 
offered  a  petition,  asking  the  removal  of  peddlers  from  the  neutral  ground 
■round  the  market 

Mr.  Foust — I  believe  it  properly  belongs  to  the  bureaus  and  the  mayor  of 
the  city.  The  petition  states  that  the  City  Charter  prohibits  such  stands  on 
the  neutral  ground.  I  therefore  move  it  be  referred  to  the  bureaus  and  the 
mayor. 

Carried. 

The  oommittee  appointed  under  the  resolution  relative  to  the  distances  of 
the  seats  of  justice  in  each  parish  from  the  seat  of  government,  submitted  a 
report,  giving  the  distance  that  each  member  has  to  travel,  and  allowing 
flie  regular  per  diem  for  each  day's  travel  of  twenty  miles,  going  and 
retaniiDg. 
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Mr.  Setmour — ^I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edacation,  as 
the  geDtlemen  who  drew  it  up  do  not  seem  to  understand  the  topography  of 
Louisiana.  The  time  for  travelling  one  of  the  distances  is  put  down  at  thii^ 
teen  days.  On  the  I4th  of  July  I  left  here  at  10  a.  k.,  and  got  to  Brashear 
City,  the  point  in  question,  at  4  p.  il,  which,  according  to  the  report,  is  a 
thirteen  days*  journey.        • 

Mr.  FoLEr— I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Finance  Committee,  for  ^em  to 
make  a  report  to  the  House  what  the  whole  amount  of  travel  would  be,  and 
the  expense  attached  thereto. 

Mr.  Todd — The  report  is  made,  according  to  instructions,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty^les*  travel  per  day. 

Mr.  Crkiqh — I  move  the  rej|ort  be  rejected. 

Carried 

Mr.  Eoan— I  move  the  committee  be  discharged,  and  a  special  oommittee 
be  appointed. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Todd  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  *^A  bill  gn*anting 
Edward  Grarrio,  of  the  parish  of  St  Landry,  the  privilege  of  keeping  a 
ferry." 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden :  ''A  bill  to  abdlish  article  1462  of  the  Civil  Code  of 
Louisiana." 

Also,  "A  bill  to  amend  section  1  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  relative  to 
divorces,  approved  19th  March,  1827,  as  now  incorporated  in  and  forming 
part  of  article  139  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  through  Mr.  Neelis,  the  secretary,  stating  that 
the  president  of  the  Senate  had  signed  '*an  act  regulating  the  per  diem  and 
hours  of  labor  on  public  works  ;"  also,  requesting  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  in  "an  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  tax  collectors  ;"  and  joint  reso- 
lution ^'relative  to  the  two  United  States  senators  elect ;''  and  joint  resolu- 
tion "relative  to  the  Hon.  Charles  Smith  and  R.  King  Cutler,  as  senators 
elect  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States." 

An  act  firom  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  fees  of  constables  of  the  sixth  jus- 
tice's court  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  was  adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  make  cer- 
tain local  improvements,  and  for  that  purpose  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  property 
specially  benefitted  thereby,"  came  up  on  the  first  reading. 

Mr.  CHRiBTrE— I  move  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Lost. 

Mr.  Seymour— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  it  on  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
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Mb.  H.  C.  Beldex — I  moTe  a  recooBideration  of  the  vote  on  the  report  of 
the  commiltee  on  mileage,  etc.  I  cannot  conceive  any  irregularity  in  the 
report  The  distances  the  several  members  have  to  travel  are  correctly 
diated.  We  are  allowed  to  travel  twenty  miles  per  day,  and  that  is  usual. 
It  has  been  established  and  adhered  to  in  every  Legislature  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  is  the  same  that  is  allowed  to  members  of  Congress.  If  there 
ia  any  correction  to  be  liiade  in  the  report,  it  is  in  the  rate  of  travel,  for  I 
believe  the  distances  to  be  generally  correct  Twenty  miles  a  day  is  what 
was  allowed  ia  times  of  peace.  I  do  not  wish  to  drain  the  treasury  of  the 
State,  but  I  wish  to  abide  by  tiie  rules  established  by  former  Legislatures. 

Mb.  Prescott — As  a  member  of  that  committee,  it  may  be  due  to  the 
Houae  Uiat  I  should  make  some  explanation.  ^  I  believe  the  calculation  of 
the  distances  which  the  members  have  to  travel,  to  be  substantially  correct  f 
in  fact,  they  are  rather  under  than  over.  K  any  gentleman  will  take  the 
troable  to  go  into  the  treasurer's  office,  and  examine  the  authorized  survey, 
be  will  see  that  the  distance  from  the  parish  of  Catahoula  is  350  miles, 
instead  of  340,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  and  so  with  others.  In  regard 
to  the  time  occopied  in  the  journey,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  country  the  uaual  modes  of  travel  are  not  available,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  Mississippi  travel  on  the  boats,  is  suspended.  Many 
parts  of  the  country  are  infested  by  jayhawkers  and  guerrillas,  so  that  fre- 
quently the  members  are  obliged  to  pursue  a  very  circuitous  route  to  go  a 
short  distance.  Should  the  House  call  upon  me  to  know  bow  many  days  I 
occupied  in  coming  here,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  an  explanation.  I  there- 
fore move  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ask  every  member  the  time  ha  was 
occupied  in  coming  here. 

Mr.  Foijsy — I  am  not  opposed  to  the  distances  reported  by  the  committee, 
but  I  am  opposed  to  the  number  of  days  for  travelling  such  distances.  If  a 
member,  in  coming  from  the  parish  he  represents  to  this  city,  is  captured  by 
guerrillas  and  incarcerated  for  three  weeks  or  two  months,  and  then  makes 
hi»  escape  and  comes  here  at,  perhaps,  the  last  week  of  the  session,  I  am 
apposed  to  paying  him  for  the  time  thus  spent,  but  am  willing  to  pay  him 
for  the  distance  actually  travelled.  A  man  liviufr  in  one  of  the  parishes  on 
the  MisstMippi  can  travel  two  hundred  miles  per  day,  instead  of  being  ten 
days  afjout  it  We  have  no  right  to  squander  the  public  money  in  this  way, 
which,  according  to  the  leport,  would  amount  to  $20,000. 

Mb.  Whbelbb— Does  the  gentleman  suppose  we  have  railroad  facilities 
throughout  the  State  ?  The  first  time  I  came  to  the  city,  I  was  ten  weeks  in 
getting  here.    I  do  not  claim  payment  for  that  time,  but  only  for  what  is  just 

Mb.  Folet— I  am  in  favor  of  leaving  it  to  the  members  themselves  to  say 
how  many  days  they  were  in  coming  to  this  House,  and  I  believe  no  one 
would  misrepresent  the  foots. 

Mb.  Pbbscott — The  gentleman  haa  alluded  to  me  as  having  met  guerrillaB  ' 
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ia  cominp:  here.  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  have  always  had  the  repatation 
of  being  an  honest  man,  and  I  desire  to  maintain  that  repatation  here  and 
elsewhere.  In  reference  to  that  report,  all  I  had  to  do  with  it  was  simply 
to  agree  as  to  the  distances.  They  were  furnished  by  Mr.  Todd,  and  I  looked 
them  over,  and  revised  them  where  incorrect.  As  to  the  numbe?  of  days 
occupied  in  travelling  to  this  House,  I  know  nothing  about  it  I  think  the 
proper  way  would  be  to  ask  each  member  in  regard  to  that,  and  I  presume 
he  would  give  a  correct  report. 

Mb.  Ghamberlaik — I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  any  gentleman  can  find 
to  object  to  in  this  report  It  makes  no  diflference  how  many  days  have  been 
allowed  in  the  report  It  is  a  constitutional  provision,  adopted  by  every 
Legislataro  in  the  United  States,  and  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
itself,  that  members  shall  receive  their  per  diem  for  every  day's  travel, 
allowing  twenty  miles  for  each  day's  journey.  I  know  the  member  of 
Congress  from  California  receives  upwards  of  $3000  for  mileage,  and  nobody 
objects  to  that.  He  is  permitted  the  same  per  diem  and  rate  ps  the  member 
from  Maryland,  who  travels  only  fifteen  or  tweatv  miles.  They  are  allowed 
twenty  miles  for  every  day's  travel,  whether  they  travel  on  foot  or  by  rail, 
and  there  never  was  any  objection  made  to  it  in  this  State  daring  prosperous 
times. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider,  carried — 
yeas  52.  nays  19. 

Mr.  Foi^t— I  now  move  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee 
and  they  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  in  making  their 
report 

Mr.  H.  C.  Beldbn-I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost— yeas  28,  nays  43. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  then  carried. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  was  adopted,  requesting  R.  King  Cutler 
and  Charles  Smith,  members  elect  to  Congress,  to  deliver  an  address  before 
the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, at  6  p.  M.,  Saturday,  November  5th  ;  also,  a  joint  resolution  in 
regard  to  giving  the  senators  elect  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  joint 
session  declaring  their  election,  signed  by  the  president  of  the  Senate  and  the 
speaker  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Christie  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Burke,  for  ten  days,  which  was 
gpranted. 

The  police  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mb.  Poynot— Mr.  Speaker :  As  thdre  may  be  some  misunderstanding  rela- 
tive to  the  number  of  the  police  board  herein  referred  to,  I  would  like  to 
state  that  I  happened  to  be  a  member  of  the  Convention  in  which  the  fonnda- 
tion  of  this  bill  was  laid.  I  am  perfectly  confident  that  there  is  a  typograph- 
ical error  in  the  constitution,  for  the  board  is  to  consist  of  four  citiEens  and 
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tlM  mayor,  thus  allowing  it  to  be  composed  of  one  citizen  iVom  each  of  the 
four  Districts,  with  the  major  as  president  According  to  the  constitation, 
as  printed,  it  is  to  consist  of  six  members,  which  is  plainly  a  violation  of  all 
parliamentary  laws,  on  account  of  the  even  number  of  which  the  board 
would  then  be  composed. 

A  message  from  the  governor,  announced  that  the  bill  relative  to  the 
repeal  of  laws,  in  regard  to  election  of  presidential  electors,  was  defective  in 
its  title ;  it  was  suggested  that  the  addition  "  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent," be  made  to  the  title  as  passed. 

The  adoption  of  the  suggestion  was  immediately  put  and  carried. 

Mb.  Potkot— Mr.  Speaker :  1  request  you  to  refer  to  page  431  of  the 
Debates  of  the  Convention,  where  you  will  find  the  report  of  the  committee, 
stating  that  the  police  commission  is  to  consist  of  five  citissens,  the  mayor 
being  chaindan. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Seymour  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Meeks— I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  '^five,''  as  found  in  this  bill,  in 
connection  with  the  number  of  police  commissioners,  and  to  insert  in  place 
thereof^  ^  four."  tl  contend  that  the  constitution  is  printed  erroneously  in 
HbSB  instance,  for  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  only  four  citizens  shall  be.  appointed. 
1  am  opposed  to  having  the  First  District  in  the  m£gority  on  that  board,  as  the 
First  District  would,  in  turn,  oppose  that  position  of  my  own  District.  But 
if  there  is  an  equal  number  from  each  District,  the  mayor  can  decide  any 
particular  question.  I  wish  the  bill  to  read  as  presented  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Sullivan,  in  the  Convention,  and  contend  that  any  diflerent  enrollment  of 
the  bill  is  an  error. 

Mb.  Foley— I,  also,  was  a  member  of  that  Convention,  and  would  state  that 
every  article  of  that  constitution  was  read  three  times  and  then  referred  to  a 
committee  for  revision.  This  committee  took  the  liberty  of  changing  some 
articles  adopted,  and  I  have  no  doubt  this  was  the  fact  in  the  particular  case 
before  us. 

Mb.  Potxot— Where  is  the  report  of  that  committee  on  the  constitution  ? 

Mb.  Foley— In  the  constitution  as  enrolled. 

Mr.  Poykot — Where  is  the  report  of  that  committee? 

Mb.  Foley— I  drafted  that  bill  from  the  constitution,  as  enrolled,  in  the 
oiBce  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Poynot— It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  of  tiie  constitutional  committee 
is  couched  in  very  plain  language,  directing  that  there  shall  be  one  citizen 
selected  from  each  District  of  the  city,  to  serve  on  this  commission.  *  How 
many  Districts  are  there  in  this  parish  ?  I  pause  for  a  reply. 

The  Speaker— I  have  the  bill,  as  enrolled,  saying  that  this  commission  shall 
be  composed  of  five  citizens,  and  the  mayor  shall  be  president 

Mr.  Poyxot— I  contend  that  there  should  be  one  citizen  elected  flrom  each 
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District,  thus  inikiii;;  u  commissioa  of  four  members,  of  which  Iho  mayor 
shall  be  pr»*:*idt'nt.  If  we  make  the  number  of  which  the  body  of  the  Board 
consists  five  membt* i-:*,  tiom  wliich  of  the  four  Districts  shall  we  take  the  addi- 
tional member,  from  the  First,  Second,  Third  or  Fourth  ?  If  he  is  to  be  taken 
f^om  the  First  District,  I  nm  in  favor  of  that,  but  the  other  Districts  are  opposed 
to  it,  as  I,  in  turn,  shall  be  opposed  to  the  allowing  to  any  other  than  my 
District,  tbi^j  extra  member. 

The  SPEAKEB—The  gentleman  is  out  of  order,  as  I  have  the  bill  here,  as 
enrolled,  deciding  the  question. 

Mr.  Mekks— The  bill,  as  offered  by  Mr.  Snllivan,  is  correct; 

Mr.  Chajmberlain — Mr.  Speaker :  Which  is  authority  for  this  House,  the 
enrolled  bill  or  the  printed  document? 

The  Speaker— I  have  decided  that  the  enrolled  bill  is  authority. 

Mr.  PoYNor— Mr.  Speaker :  If  you  will  turn  to  the  Debates' of  the  Conven- 
tion, page  431 — 

TdB  Speaker— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Folet — We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  enrolled  bill.  If  we  wish  to 
revise  the  constitution,  we  can  do  so.  t 

Mr.  Pearson — I  would  I'ke  to  have  a  committee  of  three  appointed,  to  find 
out,  in  relai^ion  to  the  arlicle,  whether  it  is  authentic  or  noS;. 

The  moHon  was  carried,  and  the  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Pear- 
son, Foley  and  Meeks,  appointed. 

Mr.  Creigu— I  move  to  insert,  in  section  5  of  this  bill,  ^*  one  security," 
in  connection  with  the  appointment  of  policemen. 

Mr.  Foley — I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tuu.y— I  move  to  amend  still  further,  by  inserting  **good  and  solvent 
security,"  in  place  of  "  one  Eecurlty." 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Bsldisv— I  move  to  lay  the  bill  and  all  substitutes  on  the  table ;  we 
have  noth'ag  to  do  with  the  matter. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried — yeas  35,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Badokr-  -I  move  a  reconsidei-ation. 

Mr.  Poynot — I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  declared  lost 

Mr.  Poyxot— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

On  roll-call,  the  House  refused  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  speaker- 
yeas  26.  nays  36.  • 

The  Speaker— The  motion  to  table  prevails. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  M.  on  Monday,  the  31st  inst 


Monday,  October  31, 1864. 
The  Hor  e  met  puisoanl  to  adjournment,  when  prayer  was  offered  by 
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B«T.  Mr.  Horton  ;  after  which,  a  qnorum  being  present,  the  minates  were 
adopted  as  read. 

A  rfsolatton  fixing  the  time  of  a^jonrnment  of  this  sitting  to  Wednesday, 
the  2d  proximo,  was  adopted. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  police  bill  was  declared  lost,  and  upon 
appeal  from  the  decision,  the^chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Foley's  resolntion,  declaring  the  necessity  of  economy,  and  the  fact 
that  twenty-fleren  clerks  of  committees  had  been  appointed  unnecessarily, 
and  Hierelbre  calling  for  the  rescinding  of  the  resolution  allowing  com- 
ndttees  to  appoint  their  own  clerks,  Mr.  Walsh  moved  be  tabled.  The 
motion  was  Ibst,  and  lesolntioii  laid  oyer  until  the  morrow. 

Mr.  Waters  presented  a  resolution  requesting  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
•polnted  to  wait  upon  the  military  authorities  and  ascertain  their  views  with 
rsgard  to  the  course  of  proceedings  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Folit— I  think  that  is  a  very  important  subject  and  that  consideration 
of  it  should  be  poatponed  for  the  present  I,  for  one,  do  not  know  whether 
the  miUtary  authoritiee  have  anything  to  do  with  this  matter. 

Thb  Sfbakhb— Though  it  is  going  rather  beyond  my  duties  for  me  to  say 
anytldng,  I  must  remark  that  I  agree  with  the  gentleman. 

Ms.  CH41IB1BT.AJN— I  hopo  that  the  gentleman  who  offered  the  resolution 
wQl  explain. 

Mb.  0HBi8Tm--I  also  hope  so.    I  would  like  to  have  his  reasons. 

Mb.  Watbbs— I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  give  any  ex- 
planatioii.  I  <^ered  the  resolution  because  the  military  authorities  have 
mterfered  wiUi  us  already,  very  materially,  in  taking  the  militia  bill  out  of 
our  hands. 

Mb.  Chbotib— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  deny  that  assertion  most  emphatically. 
The  gentleman  might  say  with  just  as  much  truth  that  the  military  author- 
itles  liaTe  taken  out  bf  our  handrthe  subject  of  gambling.  I  belieye  they 
hare  done  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  am  not  in  fitvor  of  sending  the  proposed 
or  any  other  delegation  to  the  military  authorities  to  ask  them  what  we  shall 
do  with  reference  to  the  so-called  gambling,  or  militia  bill.  The  settlement 
of  those  subjects  is  a  matter  appertaining  wholly  to  this  Legislature,  which, 
ia  my  opinion,  is  competent  to  attend  to  it  without  interfering  with  the 
miUtary,  in  any  way  or  shape  whatever.  Every  gentleman  is  aware  that 
we  liave  something  to  do  with  authorities  otherwise  than  the  civil,  but 
nothing  has  here  transpired,  which  conflicts,  in  the  least,  with  that  other 
power. 

This  bin  is  l>efore  a  special  committe,  and  I,  for  one,  wish  to  see  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  call  it  together,  make  a  report,  and  then  to  have 
the  views  of  this  House  go  forth  to  the  people  of  Louisiana.  As  for  the 
** militia''  bill,  I  tiiink  tiiat  in  regard  to  that  it  will  be  improper  for  tiie 
House  to  take  any  action  upon  it  at  present. 
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Mr.  Foley— I  move  that  the  bill  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday 
next 

Mb.  Watebs — ^I  meant  no  disrespect,  whatever,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  com- 
mittee to  which  this  matter  has  been  referred,  bat  simply  think  that  we 
shonld  ascertain  whether  we  are  governed  by  civil  or  military  authority. 

Mb.  Kavanaqh— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  move  that  the  resolution  of  my  friend  be 
laid  on  the  table.  I  do  not  think  we  have  a  right  to  bring  the  military 
aathorities  to  any  account,  but  I  do  think  that  the  less  we  interfere  with 
Ihem,  the  better  it  iHdll  be  for  ourselves.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  be 
Tery  careful  how  we  conduct  ourselves  in  the  present  aspect  of  aflfiurs. 

Mb.  SEYMObB— I,  for  one,  say  thank  God  that  Greneral  HurlBut  issued  that 
order,  for  we  were  not  capable  of  doing  it,  and  he  has  now  taken  the  matter 
ont  of  our  hands.  • 

The  resolution  was  tabled. 

The  rules  having  been  suspended,  the  militia  bill  was  taken  up  on  first 
reading. 

Mb.  Foley— There  is  an  error  in  the  first  section,  in  mentioning  the  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  as  among  those  exempted  from  military  duty. 

Mb.  Chambeblain — ^There  is  tu)  error,  for  the  vice  president  may  be  a  citizen 
of  this  State. 

The  Speakeb— Is  this  the  report  Of  a  committee  or  a  bill  T 

Mb.  Chbistie— It  is  the  report  of  a  committee,  embodying  a  bill ;  in  no 
other  way  could  it  come  before  the  House. 

The  Speakeb— The  signatures  give  the  chair  to  understand  that  it  is  the 
report  of  a  standing  committee,  tiiough  the  heading  might  lead  into  error. 

Mb.  Baum— I  move  that  the  reading  be  dispensed  with,  tmd  150  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Me.  Foley— Mr.  Speaker :  The  gentleman  is  out  of  order.  The  proper 
time  to  make  that  motion  is,  when  the  bill  comes  up  on  second  reading. 

The  Speakebt— This  is  the  report  of  a  standing  committee,  and  as  such,  the 
House  can  dispose  of  it  in  the  manner  just  suggested. 

Motion  to  print,  carried. 

Mr.  Bofill  called  for  his  act,  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  State  treasury. 

Mb.  Baum — I  move  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  at  eight  instead  ot  six  per  cent. 

Amendment  accepted. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  move  to  insert  after  "  borrow,"  "  from  whatever  sources 
tenders  may  come."' 

Amendment  carried. 
.    Mb.  Kavanagh— What  has  been  done  with  the  amendment  relative  to 
interest? 

The  Speakeb — It  has  been  accepted. 

Mb.  Foi^y — I  believe  that  the  amendment  must  be  ratified  by  the  House, 
and* that  the  gentleman  cannot,  alone  and  of  himself,  accept  it 
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Th6  Home  ratified  the  anaendment. 

Section  2  was  read. 

Mb.  Baum — I  move  to  amend,  by  snbstitating  $360,000. 

Mr.  Michel— I  more  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried,  and  section  adopted  as  amended. 

Mk.  Howbs— I  amend  to  $700,000.  I  think  we  will  need  it,  as  we  are  going 
to  gire  $100,000  to  the  Lonidana  regiment 

Mb.  Folbt— In  order  to  have  the  second  section  agree  with  the  first,  I 
moTe  to  strike  oat  **  any  solvent  institntion." 

Carried. 

On  motion  5f  Mr.  Creigh,  Mr.  Howes'  amendment  was  tabled. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday. 

An  act  relating  to  criminal  fees  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson,  was  taken  np  on 
its  third  reading. 

Mb.  Folet— I  believe,  as  the  bill  now  reads,  it  will  be  unconstitntionaL 
It  says  It  shall  be  the  law  firom  November  first.  To-morrow  will  be  the  first, 
and  the  bill  has  yet  to  pass  the  Senate  and  be  signed  by  the  governor.  I 
amend  so  as  to  make  it  read  the  first  of  December. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  adopted. 

The  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  constables  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson,  was 
takmi  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr^Chambeklain— I  move  the  bill  be  rejected.  I  do  not  believe  in  giving 
power  to  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables,  to  go  in  and  sell  movable 
and  immovable  property  for  a  debt,  perhaps,  of  five  dollars,  and  I  hope 
there  will  be  an  exemption  law  passed. 


Mb.Cbeioh — I  move  to  amend  section  first  by  adding,  *<  provided  the 
movable  property  be  worth  over  $300.'' 

The  amendment  was  tabled,  and  the  bill  adopted  as  a  whole. 

An  act  to  aniend  article  330  of  the  Civil  Code,  was  taken  np  on  its  third 
reading. 

The  bill  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote— ayes  67,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Creigh,  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Wednesday, 
Kovember  2d. 


Wkdnbsdat,  November  2, 1864. 

The  Hpnse  met  pursuant  to  a^oumment,  at  12  m.,  sixty-three  members 
piesent.  ^ 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews, 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  after  which  a  communicatiun  fh>m 
tiie  secretary  of  state  was  read,  giving  the  returns  of  the  election  to  fill  th^ 
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■eat  of  E.  P.  Marionneauz,  of  the  parish  of  Iberville,  and  declaring  P.  L. 
Dafresne  as  duly  elected. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  member  sworn  in. 

Mr.  Foley's  resolution  of  Monday  last,  relative  to  the  rescinding  of  article 
40,  was  brought  up. 

Its  adoption  was  moved,  as  was  the  laying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ghavbeiujlin— Mr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  :  I  hope  that  before  this  is 
adopted,  gentlemen  about  to  vote  on  it,  will  give  this  a  little  consideration. 
In  the  first  place,  this  resolution  says  that  twenty-eeven  cleriu  are  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  House ;  so  they  are,  but  there  are  some  twenty  standing 
committees,  and  out  of  this  number,  two  monopolize  the  great^t  number  of 
the  clerics  employed— those  two  being  the  committees  on  Enrollment  and 
Judiciary— which  have,  between  them,  fourteen.  The  other  eighteen  stand' 
ing  committees  have  but  thirteen  clerks,  and  I  trust  those  who  vote  for  this 
resolution  will  be  prepared  to  do  their  own  writing  hereafter.  I  know^that 
committees  have  not  done  their  duty,  and  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  own  it, 
for  it  is  the  duty  of  a  committee,  not  only  to  take  bills  into  consideration, 
but  to  devise  and  present  modes  and  measures  by  which  to  facilitate 
business. 

The  Committee  on  Military  has  reported,  however,  and  any  one  examining 
its  report  must  see  that  it  was  prepared  only  through  great  labor.  That 
committee  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  a  clerk,  as  is  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  to  more  than  one,  though  it  has  but  one. 
The  Committee  on  Education  also  does  business  enough  to  require  more 
than  one  assistant,  though  we  have  restricted  ourselves  to  one,  in  the  hope 
of  curtailing  expenses.  If  necessary,  I  would  inquire  into  the  expediency  cf 
allowing  the  committees  I  have  referred  to,  to  employ  more  than  one  clerk. 
I  am  also  confident  that  some,  at  least,  of  the  other  committees  are  entitled  to 
more  than  one  clerk. 

Mr.  Foley— There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Committee  on  Military  require 
a  clerk,  but  that  resolution  embraces  all  committees  and  clerks.  There  are 
several  committees  who  do  not  require  any  clerk,  so  that  one  clerk  will  be 
enough  for  four  committees,  and  this  resolution  paves  the  way  to  finding  out 
how  many  are  necessary.  If  the  committee  report  that  fifteen  clerks  can  do 
the  work  of  the  House,  I  think  we  should  retrench  expenses  and  make  that 
number  do. 

Mr.  Bofill— The  motion  is  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foust— That  cannot  be  done,  as  it  was  tried  on  Friday  last  and  foiled. 

Mr.  Todd— I  want  to  know  whether  a  clerk  who  performs  services  on  fijnr 
committees,  would,  under  your  scheme,  receive  twenty  dollars  per  day  T 

Mr.  Foley — No  sir,  only  five. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Suppose  two  committees  wished  clerks  at  the  same 
time,  how  weuld  you  manage  then  7 
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Mr.  Foley — I  find  that  here  is  a  clerk  appointed  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  where  there  is  no  need  of  one,  which  is  tme 
also  of  the  Committee  on  Auditing  and  Supervising  the  Affaii-s  of  the  House. 
What  is  the  necessity  for  a  clerk  on  either  of  these  committees?  I  find  also, 
that  there  is  a  clerk  for  the  Coramit'ee  on  Public  Printing,  two  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Int4»rnal  improvcmeat8.  one  for  the  Committee  on  Elections,  and 
one  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Levees.  I  say  that  one  clerk 
can  do  the  work  of  both  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  and  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Levees ;  they  are  so  intimately  connected, 
that  I  feel  confident  in  my  assertion. 

Mu.  ToDi>— I  am  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  you,  sir,  voted  an  additional  clerk  to  us. 

The  resolution  was  declared  adopted,  by  the  followmg  vote-yeas  38, 
nays  32. 

Mil.  Laumrk— I  think  a  two-thirds  vote  is  required. 

Tiu:  Si'KAKKR  I  adhere  to  my  opinion,  but  would  like  to  have  some  gen- 
tleman appeal,  that  I  may  have  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Todd,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
reported  favorably  on  the  adoption  of  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  city  corporation  of  New  Orleans  to  build  a  good  and  substantial  bridge 
across  the  New  Basin  Canal,  at  Liberty  street.'* 

Mr.  Jules  Drjean,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  reported  favor- 
ably on  a  bill  •*  providing  a  homestead  for  the  widows  and  diildren  of 
deceased  persons,''  and  recommended  substitutes  for  the  following  bills : 

"A  bill  relative  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of  Orleans  ;  *' 
and  "a  bill  providing  a  lien  law  for  the  benefit  of  mechanics  and  laborers.'^ 

The  report  was  received  and  made  the  order  of  tho  day  for  Monday,  and 
100  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Danel  gave  notice  of  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  "to  authorize 
John  Wright  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  in  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,*'  approved 
March,  1859. 

An  act  entitled  *'An  act  for  tho  collection  of  tuxes  within  the  State  of 
Loui^inna,  and  for  the  payment  of  its  public  debt.''  was  put  on  it!<  fi^^t  read- 
ing and  adopted. 

A  message  was  received  from  his  excellency.  Gov.  M.  Hahn.  through  his 
private  secretary,  Mr.  N.  C.  Snethen,  informing  the  House  of  Representatives 
that  he  has  approved  and  signed  the  following  act : 

*  An  act  reguldting  the  per  diem  and  hours  of  labor  on  the  public  works." 

"An  act  relative  to  the  auditing  and  payment  of  continaent  expenses  of 
the  General  As-embly."  was  taken  up  on  its  third  and  final  reading. 

Mr.  Bausi-I  move  its  adoption. 

Mr,  Foley -I  was  in  favor  of.this  on  the  firol  and  second  readings,  but  I 
find,  on  examination,  that  it  is  highly  necessary  for  the  auditor*  ol   public 
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accounts  to  receive  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  of  this  Honse,  and 
of  every  office  of  oar  civil  government  I  took  the  trouble  to  examine,  this 
morning,  some  of  ^e  items  of  the  expenses  of  the  late  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, and  found  one  item  for  $65  for  a  supper  at  Galpin's  restaurant, 
charged  to  the  Convention.  I  am  in  favor  of  sending  to  the  auditor  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  expenses  of  this  House,  and,  therefore,  I  move  the  act  be 
laid  on  the  table,  on  which  question  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  will 
withdraw  for  a  few  minutes,  to  give  other  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  speak. 

Mr.  Curistis— This  is  a  matter  which  every  gentleman  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  debate.  It  appears  that  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  is  now 
specifically  required  by  law  to  receive  vouchers  for  every  particular  item  of 
the  moneys  that  ho  pays  out,  and  if  this  House  authorizes  moneys  to  be  paid 
out  in  any  other  manner  than  in  accordance  with  the  existing  laws,  it  thereby 
repeals  those  laws,  which,  if  any  gentleman  will  read,  he  will  find  very  con- 
clusive and  proper  for  the  safety  of  the  treasury  of  the  State.  Such  a  repeal 
would  be  establishing  a  very  improper  precedent,  I  conceive.  It  is  true, 
that  by  so  doing,  this  House  would  have  a  perfect  right  to  command  the  pay- 
ment, by  the  state  auditor,  of  any  moneys,  under  the  authority  of  the  speaker 
of  this  House,  or,  perhaps,  under  the  authority  of  a  committee.  But  I  think 
this  would  be  improper ;  it  would  not  be  securing  the  rights  of  the  people  as 
we  should,  and>  therefore,  I  should  oppose  repealing  the  existing  laws  and 
ordinances  on  the  subject 

I  believd,  sir,  that  there  will  be  a  decided  tendency,  in  this  Legislature, 
to  economize  and  retrench  our  State  expenditures.  I  believe  the  present 
laws  are  good,  and  that  the  auditor  asks  nothing  but  what  is  consistent  with 
them.  It  is  for  you  to  decide  whether  these  laws  should  be  repealed.  I  think 
not,  because  I  regard  them  as  safeguards  to  both  the  State  and  the  auditor. 

Mb.  McDonnell— My  reason  for  offering  this  act  was,  that  when  the  clerk 
took  a  warrant  to  the  auditor,  he  was  kept  there  nearly  all  day,  answering 
useless  questions,  such  as  the  names  of  the  employ^,  etc.  I  don't  think  it  is 
the  auditor's  duty  to  propound  such  questions.  I  have  been  connected  with 
the  city  government  a  long  time,  and  never  knew  the  city  treasurer  to  take 
such  precautions  when  a  proper  warrant  was  presented  to  him. 

Mr.  Last^r — ^I  agree  fully  with  the  gentleman  In  his  remarks.  When  the 
auditor  is  furnished  with  an  order,  signed  by  the  proper  persons,  whom 
he  recognizes  fully  in  their  official  capacity,  I  do  not  see  how  he  can 
refuse  to  pay  it  unconditionally.  I  do  no^  think  it  lies  within  the  prov- 
ince of  the  auditor  to  inquire  into  the  whys  aQd  wherefores,  since  we 
are  supposed  to  judge  whether  it  is  right  and  proper  that  it  should  be 
paid.  When  the  speaker  and  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  sign  a 
warrant,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  know  what  it  is  for.  At  the  end  of  the 
session,  the  warrant  clerk  will  deliver  all  the1i>ooks  and  papers  in  his  posses- 
sion  to  the  auditor  and  he  can  examine  them  afterwards.    I  do  not  think  he 
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dKmld  keep  oar  clerks  wdting.  We  appropriate  the  money,  and  the  war- 
nnt,  daly  signed,  is  his  receipt. 

Mr.  Folet— As  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committe  on  Sapervising  the 
Eipenses  of  this  House,  I  have  found  that  it  is  extremely  necessary  the  auditor 
should  have  a  detailed  account  of  all  contingent  expenses.  For  instance,  the 
stationery  bill  ordered  on  last  Thursday  amounted  to  $1338  10,  and  there  were 
other  bills  which  brought  up  the  amount  to  $2497  65.  Some  of  these  articles, 
the  fdmiture,  particularly,  will  remain  here  after  the  a^oumment,  and  who 
is  going  to  bold  the  sergeant-at-arms  responsible  for  what  is  left,  unless  the 
aoditor  receives  a  detailed  account  of  all  that  is  paid  out?  In  looking  over 
the  confingent  expenses  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  to-day,  I  found 
many  bills  there  that  did  not  come  within  the  province  of  that  body  to  pay 
.  at  all.  There  was  merely  a  warrant  drawn  for  the  whole  amount  and  signed 
by  the  president,  and  the  Convention  being  the  superior  power  in  the  State, 
the  warrants  were  paid  without  question.  Now,  has  the  auditor  a  right  to 
paf  any  warrant  without  a  detailed  statement,  signed  by  the  churman  of  the 
Committee  on  Supervifdpg  the  affoirs  of  the  House,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance?  I  say  he  has  not,  and  that  he  has  a  right  to  receive 
a  detailed  account  of  the  expenses. 

Mb.  McDoiiNELL— I  believe  the  gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tbnal  Convention,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  the  auditor  was  fiimished 
then  with  a  detailed  statement.  I  am  assured  that  it  was  not  done,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  the  Legislature  should  be  compelled  to  do  so. 

Ms.  LASTEBr-The  gentleman  aslcs,  ''who  will  hold  the  sergeant-at-arms 
responsible  ?''  I  think  he  is  a  responsible  man,  and  that  every  thing  left  in 
his  possession  will  be  turned  over,  and  the  auditor  has  nothing  to  do  with 
flie  matter  whatever.  * 

The  motion  to  table  was  then  carried  by  the  following  vote :  Yeas  39, 
nays  22. 

The  bill  relating  to  surety  on  individual  bonds,  was  referred  back  to  the 
originator  for  amendment 

Jt  bill  fh>m  the  Senate,  on  its  first  reading,  entitled  ''An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  State  tax  collectors,''  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ways  and  Means. 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  fees  of  constable  of  the  Sixth  Jus- 
tices' Court  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  right  bank,"  on  its  second  reading, 
was  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

A  bill,  on  its  first  reading,  firom  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parochial  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  was  adopted 
on  its  third  reading. 
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The  bill  relative  to  the  payment  of  certain  expenses  of  the  members  elect 
to  Congress  came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haman,  it  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

The  Honse  then  adjourned  until  12  ii.,  Thursday,  November  3. 


Thl'rsday,  November  3,  1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  m.  Prayer  was  offered  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman.    Sixty-three  members  present. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  speaker  was  excoeed  for  the  day,  in  coui^quence  of  hoaraeness,  and 
Mr.  Lewis  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Christie  offered  thfi  following  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  RepreserUaiit^eSt  That  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed, with  power  to  send  lor  persons  and  papers,  by  the'  speaker,  ip 
ascertain  and  report  if  any  member  or  members  of  the  late  Constitutional 
Convention  have  been  guilty  of  drawing  their  per  dUm  since  the  adjourn- 
ment of  said  Convention  ;  if  so,  by  whom,  and  the  amount  drawn  by  each 
member ;  by  what  authority  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  paid  the  same, 
and  what  action  may  be  necessary  to  cause  the  money  so  drawn  to  bo 
refunded  to  the  State  treasury ;  also,  if  any  member  or  members  of  said 
Convention,  either  while  in  session  or  since  the  a^oumment.  have  drawn 
money  from  the  said  treasury,  for  services  rendered  the  said  Convention, 
other  than  in  their  capacity  as  members  of  said  body. 

A  motion  to  table  having  been  lost,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Supervising  the  Affairs  of  the  House  submitted  a  report, 
stating  that  they  had  audited  bills  for  contingent  expenses  to  the  amount  of 
$1,048  95.    Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Levees  submitted  a  report  and 
recommended  the  adoption  of  a  bill  attached,  appropriating  $10,000  to 
provide  the  State  land  office  with  maps,  field  notes  and  other  records. 

The  rejection  of  the  bill  was  moved,  and  the  question  arising  as  to  whether 
the  bill  was  debatable,  the  chair  decided  that  as  this  was  the  first  reading 
and  no  preyions  notice  having  been  given,  all  action  upon  if  was  ou^f 
order. 

Mr.  Baum  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  which  was  lost  and  the 
report  adopted. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  members  on  the  committee  on  the 
number  of  clerks  employed  by  the  House  :  Messrs.  Foley,  Robinson,  Shaw. 
Pearson  and  Tully. 

*'  An  act  to  provide  for  certain  expenses  of  the  members  elect  to  Congress.' 
was  taken  up  at  its  third  reading. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called,  the  bill  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote  :    Yeas  49,  nays  19. 
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Mb.  Baum— I  move  the  title  of  the  bill  be  rejected. 
The  motion  to  reject  was  tabled  and  the  title  adopted  as  follows  :    Yeas 
48,  nays  19. 
On  motion,  the  Hoase  then  a^joaraed  until  12  m.,  Friday,  November  4. 


Friday,  November  4, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  a^ournment,  and  sixty-three  members 
reqK>nded  to  roll-calL 

The  chair  announced  the  following  members  as  a  committee  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers,  to  ascertain  and  report  if  any  member  or  members  of 
the  late  Constitutional  Convention  were  guilty  of  drawing  their  per  diem 
after  its  adjournment :  Messrs.  Christie,  Michel,  Poynot,  Breckenridge  and 
Dnfrosne. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Be  U  rtsolvtdf  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to 
purchase  eighty-five  copies  each  of  the  Civil  Code  and  Code  of  Practice,  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mb.  Ikobam—I  think  five  or  six  copies  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  House. 
If  they  were  placed  on  the  secretary's  table,  they  could  be  referred  to  by  the 
members  and  considerable  expense  thereby  avoided. 

Mr.  Bovbb — I  move  to  amend  by  purchasing  one  for  each  committee. 

Mr.  Badger— I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  adopted  by  a  vote  of  46  to  12. 

Mr.  Dejean  offered  the  following : 

Bescived,  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to  procure  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  one  copy  each  of  the  Acts  of  1853, 1855,  1856, 1857, 
1858, 185^  and  1860,  as  the  said  acts  are  not  in  the  State  library. 

Mb.  Botes — ^I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  motion  lost— yeas  14,  nays  49. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted.  ^ 

Mr.  Boteb — I  move  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  dic- 
tionary for  each  member. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas^  In  consequence  of  the  great  quantity  of  unfinished  busmess  be- 
fbre  this  House — 

Therrforej  be  U  resolved^  That  this  House  do  assemble  daily  at  11  o*clock  a. 
M.  instead  of  12  m.,  as  formerly. 

Mb.  Eoak— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost— yeas  29,  nays  44. 

The  speaker  called  Mr.  Bofill  to  the  chair. 

Mb.  Kavanaoh— I  amend  to  10  o-clock. 

Mb.  Potnot— I  amend  to  9  o'clock. 
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Mb.  Cbeioh— I  moTe  to  lay  all  amendments  on  Ae  table. 
Carried,  and  the  original  resolution  adopted— yeas  39,  nays  33. 
Mr.  Meeks  offered  the  following : 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  free  State  of  Louisiana,  in 
Greneral  Assembly  convened,  ffratefUl  to  God,  for  ourselves  and  our  con- 
stituents, for  the  restoration  otour  beloved  State  to  loyalty  and  freedom,  do, 
therefore, 

'  Resolve,  That  our  faith  is  unabated  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  our  arms, 
the  liberation  of  our  sister  commonwealths  of  the  South  from  anarchj  and 
treason,  and  the  final  and  permanent  reconstruction  of  the  national  govern- 
ment upon  the  basis  of  freedom  and  justice. 

Rescitjedp  That  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  great  objects,  we  rely, 
under  Grod,  upon  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  the  sovereign  people,  upon 
the  valor  of  our  soldiers  and  seamen,  and  the  skill  of  their  leaders ;  but, 
especially,  upon  the  firm  hand,  clear  head,  sound  heart,  and  large  expe- 
rience of  our  national  executive,  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  whom  we  trust 

Besolv^if  That,  springing  from  the  people — by  the  people  inspired — Abra- 
ham Lincoln  has  borne  the  ark  of  their  political  covenant  to  places  of  safioty, 
through  perils  from  without  and  within,  such  as  seldom,  if  ever  before,  have 
beset  any  people. 

Resolved f  That,  therefore,  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  the  chief  magistrate,  is 
entitled  to  the  unwavering  confidence  of  his  countrymen.  He  may  be 
assured  of  the  unshaken  adhesion  of  free  Louisiana  to  his  government  and 
policy,  whether  of  the  cabinet  or  the  field. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  but  ante-dating  the  language  of  history  when  we 
speak  of  Washington,  the  founder,  Lincoln,  the  liberator  of  the  nation. 

Resolvedy  That  to  the  consideration  and  acceptance  of  the  representatives 
of  the  nation,  in  Congress  assembled,  we  do  earnestly  commend  the  f^ree  State 
of  Louisiana— a  State  that  has  arisen  in  the  midst  of  civil  war,  from  the 
ruins  of  rebellion  to  the  dignity  of  a  free  commonwealth,  clothed  with  the 
atteibutes  and  exercising  tne  functions  thereofl 

Resolved,  That  the  tree  State  of  Louisiana  will  be  forever  a  monument, 
fitting  to  his  fame,  of  the  wisdom,  patience,  patriotism,  and  great  adminis- 
trative abili^  of  Major  General  N.  V.  Banks,  the  restorer  of  States."* 

Resolved,  That  the  free  State  of  Louisiana  to  the  firee  State  of  Maryland 
sends  (greeting. 

Resolvedf  That  the  hearty  sympathy  and  encouragement  of  firee  Lon- 
inana  are  hereby  extended  to  our  suffering  brethren  of  Tennessee— to  the 
noble  men  who,  under  the  heroic  leadership  of  Andy  Johnson,  the  worthy 
friend  of  the  immortal  Jackson,  are  struggling  through  blood  and  fire  against 
rebels  without  and  traitors  witliin,  to  secure  those  f^  statal  rights  to  wlii<di 
we  have  measurably  attained. 

Resolved,  That  in  Grant  and  Farragut  we  do  honor  the  hero  representa- 
tives of  the  American  army  and  navy. 

Resolved,  That  to  the  united  gallantry  Of  the  army  and  navy  we  are  indebted 
for  the  privilege  that,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  we  this  day  eigoy. 

Resolved,  That  to  our  soldiers  and  seamen,  who  are  meeting  in  arms  and 
vanquishing  the  rebel  enemies  of  their  country,  to  all  loyal  men  who  at 
home  are  defeating  at  the  polls  the  auxiliaries  of  armed  rebels,  to  all  sick  or 
wounded  leaders,  and  to  private  soldiers  and  seamen— the  unnamed  heroes 
of  this  great  conflict — ^who  are  in  hospitds  or  prisons,  we,  the  members  of 
the  first  Legislature  of  the  free  State  of  Louisiana,  for  ourselves  and  our 
constituents,  do  hereby  send  hearty  greethig  and  God  speed. 
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Mb.  Sbtxocb— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foley— I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.    I  want  to  see  who  is  disloyal. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  SI, 

Mb.  MiOHBii— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

Mb.  Folzt — It  is  a  joint  resolution,  and  cannot  be  referred  on  Its  first 
reading,  and  I  can  give  reasons  why  It  shoald  not  be  referred  at  all.  It  is 
merely  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  concarring  with  the  acts  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  cabinet  I  am  informed  that  a  steamer  will  leave 
for  Washington  to-morrow,  and  these  resolntions  shonfd  be  sent  forward 
withoat  delay.  Therefore  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  it  on  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  think  the  gentleman  In  error  in  claiming  for  the  res- 
ototioa  three  readings.  Resolutions  of  any  character,  joint  or  otherwise, 
only  require  one  reading  and  ittf  adoption,  and  the  sending  of  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate is  all  that  is  requiKd.    I  more  its  adoption. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  to  lay  the  motbn  to  refer  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  by  the  following  vote— yeas  62,  nays  6. 

The  rules  were  then  suspended  and  the  resolution  adopted  on  its  second 
reading,  and  unanimously  adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

The  reports  of  standing  committeee  were  presented  and  adopted  without 
debate. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  more  that  we  now  proceed  with  the  militia  bill,  taking 
it  up  section  by  section— it  is  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  in  this  way,  and  the  first  section  adopted  with- 
oat debate. 

Mb.  Harxan— I  move  that  the  whole  section  be  stricken  out  This  is  in 
conflict  with  other  authority  than  ours,  and  our  adoption  of  it  will  bring  us 
into  contempt 

A  motion  to  table  this  was  declared  tabled. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden— I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  article  67  of  our 
present  constitution,  that  they  may  know  whether  the  members  of  this  House 
mean  to  repeal  that  article.  It  is  this :  '*  All  able  bodied  men  in  the  State 
should  l>e  armed  and  disciplined  for  its  defence.'*  This  section,  now  under 
consideration,  has  been  enacted  in  accordance  with  what  I  liave  just  read, 
and  has  defined  what  description  of  men  are  subject  to  military  duty. 

How  can  any  one  dare  say  that  a  man,  on  the  brink  of  consumption,  or 
any  otiier  disease  that  renders  a  man  physically  incapable  of  performing 
duty,  comes  under  the  force  of  article  67  ?  When  a  law  cannot  be  righteous, 
according  to  the  letter  of  it,  we  must  seek  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
Legislature  passing  the  law.  It  Is  my  opinion,  that  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature,  in  enacting  this  provision,  was,  (and  it  is  the  spirit,  genius  and 
gist  of  the  article,)  that  every  able  bodied  individual  should  be  enrolled, 
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and  afterwards,  if  any  are  foand  incapable  of  performing  military  duty,  such 
are  to  be  ezoused. 

Even  those  who  have  been  in  the  rebel  army,  performing  duty,  though 
forced — all  those  who  have  served  Jeff.  Davis— must,  under  the  order  of 
Ge^i.  Hurlbut,  be  enrolled ;  but,  after  that,  when  called  into  the  service  of 
the  State,  as  militia  men,  they  may  reiider  excuses.  So  let  it  be  as  it  was 
intended  under  article  67.  Let  oil  be  enroUed  by  law.  Whenever  we  call 
for  men  to  repel  invasion,  to  thwart  the  aims  of  the  rebels,  even  now  almost 
on  the  threshold  of  our  State,  then,  and  not  until  then,  are  excuses  to  be 
rendered. 

I  am  as  much  in  favor  as  any  other  gentleman  can  be,  of  exempting  men 
who  are  physically  unable  of  doing  duty,  but  if  there  are  any  men  in  this 
State  or  city  who  can  bear  arms  against  this  hydra -headed  and  damnable 
rebellion,  tiiey  should  come  forward  and*repel  it,  if  possible — though,  as  I 
before  said,  the  mere  f&ct  of  enrollment  does  not  bln^a  man  to  serve. 

Mr.  Foley — This  same  article  is  in  the  consUtntion  of  '52,  (art  59)  and 
was  debated  in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  The  convention  struclc  out 
from  that  article,  "every  free  white  man,''  and  inserted  "all  able-bodied 
men.^'  It  also  struck  out:  "but  those  who  belong  to  religious  societies 
whose  tenets  forbid  them  to  carry  arms,  shall  not  be  compelled  so  to  do,  but 
shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  personal  services  ;''  from  which  I  infer  that  that 
body  was  in  favor  of  compelling  every  able  bodied  man,  no  matter  what  his 
religious  belief  m<ght  be,  to  bear  arms— not  to  be  enrcUed,  Who  are  "  able- 
bodied  men  ?''  All  who  are  phydcally  capable  of  bearing  arms.  This  must 
be  decided  by  the  physician  designated  by  the  proper  authority.  Therefore 
I  stand  by  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  will  support  striking  ont  the 
whole  cection. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Chahberul^— I  move  to  strike  out  in  this  section,  all  after  the  word 
"  constable." 

Moiion  carried. 

Mr.  Chambvrlatx— I  now  move  to  insert  in  place  of  that, "  aU  regularly 
ordained  priests  and  ministers  of  the  gospel.'- 

Mr.  Foley — I  move  to  strike  out  "  priesls.' '  as  a  priest  is  a  preacher. 

Motion  lost,  and  substitute  carried. 

Mr.  Lewis-  -I  move  to  strike  ont  the  words  "  common  drunkard  or  vaga- 
bond." 

Mr.  Duakb— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table,  as  that  expression  applies 
only  to  commissioned  officers,  and  I  don't  think  either  of  them  should  hold 
commissions. 

Motion  to  table  lost,  and  prior  motion  carried. 

Mr.  McCaxn— I  move  to  strike  out  "  fifty  of  the  oldest  active  members," 
and  insert "  one  hundred." 
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Motion  ♦abled. 
Si-ctfon  Adopted  as  amended. 

S«*ctioii  3  was  taken  iip^  when,  on  motion,  carried,  the  House  adjourned  to 
11  A.  M..  ol  Monday  th.;  7th  instant. 


Monday,  November  7, 1864. 

Ttio  Honce  was  duly  called  to  order,  when  prajer  was  offered  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Chubbacky  and  a  quomm  having  answered  to  their  names,  the  f* 'nates 
being  read,  weie  adopted  without  amendment 

Mr.  Foley  offered  the  followicg  recolaUon : 

Bc9olvcd,  That  a  committee,  cojs'sting  of  five  membeT*  of  the  House,  be 
appointed  by  the  speaker,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papeis,  to  in- 
vestigat-^  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  late  ConstlUiMonal  Convention,  with 
iostnictions  to  report  if  any  > '  mber  or  officer  of  said  Ck>nveatioa  has  been 
gnilty  of  overcharging  for  «ny  article  oc  articles  furnished  said  Goavent<on  ; 
if  80.  whom  and  Uie  amount  overcharged ;  and  what  action  may  be  necsa- 
nry  to  compel  the  refund^'^g  of  the  s  ne,  together  with  the  pu-^tshment  of 
the  gaiUy  paily  or  parUes. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Lkjtis-^I  call  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  action  of  the  Honse,  in  re- 
gard to  meeting  at  1 1  o'clock. 

Rtfconsideratfon  carried  and  motion  to  meet  at  11 1..  v.  lojt. 

Tbk  SpfiAKsa — The  Ho«ise  will  kereailer  meat  al  12  M.,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Presjcott  introduced  the  following : 

Re*,olved.  That  trom  and  alter  the  date  of  this  resolution,  those  who  are 
enipowj  nd  to  purcbftso  &x ticle^  for  the  use  of  this  House,  or  tbe  members 
TjjH.f  of.  are  required  to  produce  the  recdipts  and  vouchers  for  said  pu*x;hases; 
lb*'  Ha^'i  r**ci^*pi8  and  vouchers  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  auditors 
«ud  superintending  the  affairs  of  the  Houlc,  for  their  examination  ana 
approvHl. 

Mi:.  FoiJiY  -That  resolution  is  entirely  unneceasar/,  as  the  committae,  of 
w«i!c*i  I  am  a  member,  requires  vouchers. 

Mi;.  I'itn.coTf— I  'think  this  resolution  a  highly  necessary  ope,  to  protect 

.  ihib  liou  f  und  the  p.iblic.    If  tbe  ocentleman  will  lefer  to  the  acts  of  the 

Conjniiui<onal  Convent'on,  he  will  faMy  understand  the  necessity  to  which  1 

allnd*'.  ami  the  caro  which  should  be  taken  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  same 

iTin«ac«ions. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  the  following  amendment :  • 

'^Tbat  triplicates  of  receipts  and  vouchers  be  ftimished." 

Amendment  accepted  and  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Huum  p'e:tented  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereax,  E.P.  Marrionceaux,  anember  elect  to  represent  tbe  parish  of  Iber- 
ville, bnn  declined  to  take  his  seat  In  this  Assembly ; 

And  ufherms.  At  an  election  held  in  said  parish,  on  the day  of  October, 

IS!*,  to  fill  sail  vacancy,  P.  L.  Dufresne  has  received  the  mj^jorlty  of  the 
rot»'<«  ftolled  at  said  election;  thierefore, 
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Be  U  resolved^  That  the  said  P.  L.  Dafresne,  member  elect  of  the  parish  of 
Iberville,  be,  and  he  is  entitled  to  the  same  per  die^n  and  mileage  allowed 
other  members  of  this  House,  from  the  3d  day  of  October,  1864. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Judicary  reported  favorably,  by  substitute,  "An  act 
relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  certain  cases,"  and 
unfavorably  on  ^'An  act  relative  to  recording  marriages  in  the  parish  of 
Orleans." 

Report  read  and  one  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Committee  on  Militia  reported  favorably  on  *'An  act  to  appropriate 
bounty  money  to  the  1st  regiment  of  New  Orleans  volunteers." 

The  Committee  on  Banks  and  Banking  submitted  a  report,  asldng  permission 
to  employ  a  clerk,  and  to  authorize  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  secure  a  suitable 
committee  room. 

Adopted. 

A  report  of  the  committee  on  mileage  was  read,  giving  the  distances 
from  the  seat  of  justice  in  each  parish  to  the  seat  of  government 

Mr.  Lister— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  report,  and  the  discharge  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Chaxberlajk— I  cannot  see  any  objection  to  receiving  the  report, 
unless  the  distances  given  are  incorrect  The  committee  recommend  nothing, 
but  only  give  the  actual  distances  to  be  travelled.  If  any  gentleman  knows 
of  any  distance  being  incorrectly  reported,  then  there  may  be  ground  to 
object ;  otherwise,  there  is  nothing  to  object  to. 

Mr.  Laster— I  should  like  to  know  how  some  of  these  gentlemen  could 
have  left  their  homes  in  the  parishes  and  be  entitled  to  mileage,  when  they 
have  been  here  for  twelve  months.  A  good  many  on  this  floor  are  not  enti- 
tled to  their  seats,  when  you  come  to  the  fBLCis  of  the  case,  and  I  do  not  see 
how  they  can  claim  their  mileage  when  they  were  here  before  they  were 
elected  as  well  as  after,  and  have  not  travelled  at  all. 

Mr.  Todd — I  think  the  gentleman  is  rather  premature ;  there  is  nothing 
said  about  the  members  getting  paid,  at  all.  It  is  only  with  regard  to  di^ 
tances,  that  the  report  is  made. 

Mr.  Prescott— The  gentleman  (Mr.  Laster)  has  made  some  remarks  which 
may  make  an  erroneous  impression  on  the  House.  I  can  only  answer  for 
the  members  from  the  north  of  Louisiana ;  but  I  am  willing  to  state,  on  oath, 
that  I  saw  a  number  of  the  gentlemen  there,  and  in  Natchez,  and  accompanied 
them  down ;  but  that  some  have  resided  here  previously,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  deny. 

In  regard  to  myself,  I  came  direct  from  my  place  of  residence,  and  have 
not  been  here  for  ten  years  before.  I  characterize  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man as  untrue.    Those  who  live  in  glass  houses  should  not  throw  stones,  and 
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yet  he  holda  two  offices,  contrary  to  the  oonstitation.    If  he  insists- on  the 
filfillment  of  all  the  requirements  of  the  constitution,  let  him  set  the  example*. 

Mr.  MgDonn'ell— I  wonld  like  to  ask  how  many  members  of  this  Leghi- 
latore  hold  more  than  one  office  ?  I  think  half  of  them  would  bo  found  to 
be  in  the  same  category. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  put  and  lost,  as  follows— yeas  2,  nays  65. 

The  report  was  then  taken  up  and  each  distance  adopted  separately,  and 
the  report,  as  a  whole,  after  some  amendment,  adopted. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Michel :  "An  act  relative  to  clerks  of  the  Supreme  and  District 
Courts." 

Mr.  Todd :  "An  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  keeping  public  accounts." 

Mr.  Riggs:  "An  act  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  and  powers  of 
administrators,  executors,  curators  and  syndics." 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden :  "An  act  relative  to  judicial  advertisements." 

Mr.  Dejean  :  "  An  act  relative  to  bonds." 

Mr.  Christie :  <*  An  act  to  establish  a  bounty  ftind  for  the  benefit  of  Louis- 
iana volunteers,  and  to  organize  a  Board  of  Control  for  the  receipt  and  dis- 
tribution thereof." 

Mr.  TuUy  offered  a  joint  resolution,  authorizing  our  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives to  Congress  to  use  their  influence  to  have  a  post-office  re-established 
in  Algiers,  Louisiana,  was  adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

The  chair  appointed  on  the  committee  under  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Foley, 
to  investigate  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
Messrs.  Foley,  Seymour,  Ingram,  Van  Tromp  and  Riggs. 

By  permission  of  the  House,  Mr.  Foley  withdrew  his  bill  relative  to  the 
appropriation  of  money  to  fhmish  charts,  maps,  etc.,  to  the  State  land  office, 
for  the  reason  that,  after  a  short  time,  these  articles  could  be  procured  with- 
out expense  to  the  State. 

The  militia  bill  was  then  taken  up  on  its  second  reading,  sections  1  and  3 
having  already  been  adopted. 

Section  3  was  read. 

Mr.  Coucberlai!?--!  amend  the  first  line  so  as  to  read,  "It  shall  bo 
tiie  duty  of  tiie  State  tax  assessors,"  etc.  In  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1852, 
it  says  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  StcsU  tax  assessors  to  make  these  returns. 

Mr.  Christib— Before  that  question  is  put,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  there  are  assessors  appointed  for  this  special  purpose. 
The  Slate  tax  assessors  never  could  make  the  enrollment. 

Mr.  Folet— I  wish  to  know  if  the  bill  is  on  its  second  reading.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  its  being  read  before. 

The  gentleman  was  informed  that  the  first  reading  had  been  dispensed 
wiUi,  and  the  first  two  sections  adopted  on  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Foley— I  do  not  believe  the  action  of  the  House  is  constitutional 
b6 
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The  constitntioa  declares  that  "  no  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  a  law  until  on 
three  several  days,  it  be  read  over  in  each  hoase  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  free  discussion  allowed  thereon ;  unless,  in  case  of  urgency,  four-flfths  of 
the  House  where  the  bill  shall  be  pending,  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
dispense  with  this  rule."  There  was  no  call  of  the  House  to  place  the  bill 
on  its  second  reading,  therefore  I  think  our  action  is  unconstitutional. 

Me.  Lkwis— There  was  no  objection  made. 

Mil  Christie — ^The  bill  has  already  been  on  its  first  reading  and  it  was 
partly  read,  but  the  members  agreed  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  it  was  sent  to 
the  printer. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Cushing^s  Manual  says  that "  when  a  bill  is  of  any  con- 
siderable length,  it  is  sddom  read,  either  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  or 
the  clerk  at  the  table,  until  it  is  taken  up  for  consideration.  In  legislative 
assemblies,  the  printing  of  reports  generally  renders  the  reading  of  them 
unnecessary." 

This  bill  has  been  printed  and  laid  on  the  desks  of  members. 

Mr.  Foley — I  believe  Cushing's  Manual  is  an  old  English  parliamentary 
work.  Article  37  of  the  constitution  states  that  bills  must  be  read  three  times 
on  different  days,  unless  the  rules  are  suspended  by  a  four-fifths  vote.  I  ask 
for  the  reading  of  the  journal  to  see  if  the  reading  was  properly  dispensed 
with. 

The  clerk  read  from  the  journal :  "  On  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  the  reading 
was  dispensed  with,  and  150  copies  of  the  bill  printed." 

The  Speaker— The  chair  decides  that  the  bill  is  properly  on  its  second 
reading. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  then  carried,  and  the  section 
'adopted  as  amended. 

Section  4  was  adopted  as  read. 

Section  5  was  read. 

Mr.  Harxan— I  move  to  amend  by  stricking  out  **  three  dollars  "  and  in- 
serting *•  one  dollar." 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted  by  a  vote  of  25  to 
14,  after  which  the  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Several  sections  were  then  read  and  adopted  without  amendment 

Section  9  was  read. 

Mr.  Lewis— In  the  first  sentence  I  move  to  strike  out "  their  "  and  insert 
"his." 

The  amendment  was  carried  and  the  section  adopted. 

Section  10  was  read. 

Mr.  Lewis— I  move  to  strike  out  of  that  section,  in  regard  to  veterinary 
surgeon,  the  words  "  with  rank  of  second  lieutenant."  I  never  heard  of 
such  rank  as  that  in  connection  with  that  business. 

Mr.  C.'iamberlain— I  would  inquire  then,  who  is  to  act  in  this  capacity 
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and  how  Mb  pay  is  to  be  regulated.  He  is  to  be  a  soldier  and  it  is  proposed 
to  g^ve  him  this  rank  that  he  may  receive  the  pay  dae  it 

Mb.  Lewis — I  have  been  in  the  army,  bat  never  heard  of  such  a  thing 
before. 

Kb.  Chambeblain— I  have  been  in  the  army  too,  and  have  heard  of  it 

The  proposed  amendment  was  tabled. 

Sections'  11, 12,  13, 14, 15  and  16  were  adopted  as  read. 

Section  17  was  read. 

Mb.  Michel— In  relation  to  forfeitores,  I  move  to  strike  out  '<  not  less  than 
twenty,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,"  and  insert  instead  thereof  **  not  less 
than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  dollars.'' 

Amendment  carried. 

Mb.  CsBisTiE^Mr.  Speaker  :  I  move  that  instead  of  patting  the  question 
upon  every  section,  that  It  be  considered  adopted,  unless  some  objeotion 
is  made. 

Motion  carried. 

Section  26  was  read. 

Mb.  Lkwis— I  move  that  be  stricken  out  entirely. 

Motion  carried. 

Mb.  McGuibe — I  move  we  acUoum. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called.    The  motion  was  lost.    Yeas  21,  nays  30. 

There  being  no  quoi%m,  the  secretary  was  directed  to  call  the  roll,  when 
-  56  members  responded. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  November  8, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  o'clock  m.  pursuant  to  an  adjournment,  Hon.  S. 
Belden,  speaker,  in  the  chair. 

When  called  to  order,  the  proceedings  of  the  House  were  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guion. 

The  roll  being  called,  seventy-four  members  responded. 

Mr.  DeConrsey,  sergeant-at-arms,  presented  the  following  report : 

New  Orleans,  Nov.  8, 1864. 
To  (he  honorable  speaker  and  members  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives :  * 

Gentlembx— Agreeably  to  your  resolution,  passed  on  Friday,  Nov.  4th, 
authorizing  the  sergeantAit-arms  to  purchase  eighty-five  copies  wach  of  the 
Civil  Code  and  Code  of  Practice,  also  one  copy  each  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Leffislature,  from  1852  to  1860,  I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  Civil  Code 
and  Code  of  Practice  can  onlv  be  procured  at  the  expense  of  $9  50  per 
copy.  The  Acts  of  the  Legislature  can  be  purchased  at  an  expense  of  $40 
for  the  set  Before  proceeding  to  purchase,  I  await  your  farther  action. 
Respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

M.  DbCourset,  Sergeantrat-Arms. 

Mb.  Habxan— I  move  it  be  received  and  the  sergeant-atrarms  discharged 
from  fbrther  consideration  of  the  subject. 
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Mb.  Pbbscott— Are  the  statates  referred  to,  the  Revised  Statotesj? 

The  SpEAKEB—Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PRBsoarr^Then  I  would  inform  the  House  that  there  are  some 
fifteen  hundred  of  them  in  the  state  library,  of  which  members  can  have  the 
use. 

Mb.  FoifT— Those  are  merely  acts  from  1853  to  1860. 

Mb.  PRBSGOTT—The  state  librarian  informed  me  differently. 

Mr.  FoLET-^It  will  be  necessary  to  rescind  the  resolution  under  which 
this  report  has  been  presented,  and  I  accordingly  make  that  motion. 

Motion  carried. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  now  move  that  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  authorized  to  procure 
ten  copies  of  each  of  the  works,  for  the  use  of-  the  House. 

Motion  carried. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  notified  the  House  of  its  readiness  to  proceed, 
in  joint  session,  to  the  election  of  presidential  electors. 

Mb.  Chambbblun— I  move  that  this  be  received,  and  some  hour  be  fixed 
upon  at  which  the  House  will  meet  with  the  Senate,  of  which  the  clerk  inform 
the  Senate. 

Mb.  Howes— I  would  amend  by  inserting  "  immediately." 

Amendment  accepted,  and  motion  carried. 

The  joint  session  was  then  convened. 

The  Spbakbb— Gentlemen :  The  two  Houses  of  the  (general  Assembly  are 
now  in  joint  session,  for  election  of  presidential  eleotors  for  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States.    The  nominations  are  now  open. 

Mb.  HiLLa— I  move  we  first  proceed  to  the  election  of  electors  at  large. 

Carried. 

Mb.  MoirrAMAT— 1  wish  to  know  whether  a  plurality  or  mtgorlty  vote  elects  I 

The  Speakeb— The  House  decides  that 

Mb.  Montaxjlt— I  move  we  proceed  to  elect  one  at  a  time. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Lara  offered  the  following : 

Besdvedf  Tliat  no  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  eligible  as 
presidential  elector  for  the  year  1864. 

«     Ma.  Jones  moved  to  table,  which  was  lost,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mb.  Montamat— I  move  that  a  minority  vote  elect 

Motion  carried. 

Mb.  O'CoknglI/— I  ask  for  information.  By  section  1  of  the  act  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  electors  for  president  and  vice-president,  the  vote  is  to  be 
by  ballot,  while,  according  to  our  rules,  every  vote  must  be  vwa  voce.  There 
seems  to  be  a  conflict. 

The  Speaker— There  is  no  conflict,  for  this  is  a  national  question,  and  a 
vote  taken  in  either  way  will  be  binding. 

Mb.  O'Connell— I  move,  then,  that  it  be  taken  viva  voce. 
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On  fiiBt  ballot  for  one  elector  of  the  State  at  large,  there  was  no  choice. 

Kb.  HiCHSLr-I  move  the  two  highest  stand  as  candidates. 

Mb.  Baum — I  amend  to  '*  three." 

Amendment  accepted,  and  motion  carried. 

Mr.  W.  T.  8tocker  was,  on  second  ballot,  dnlj  elected,  and  afterwards 
onanimoaslj  declared  the  choice  of  the  Hoose. 

Several  nominations  were  then  made  for  second  elector  at  large. 

Thb  Speakcb — ^The  nominations  were  closed  on  the  first  ballot 

Mb.  Montamat— The  nominations  were  for  the  first  elector ;  now  we  are 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  second  one. 

The  Sfeakbb— The  nominations  were,  as  1  understood,  for  two  electors ; 
and  now,  having  elected  one,  we  are  firom  the  same  nominations  to  choose  a 
second  elector. 

Mb.  GASTiNEir— Then  there  are  onlj  two  candidates  before  the  House? 

Thb  Spkaker— All  the  candidates  first  pat  in  nomination  are  still  before 
the  Honae  ;  their  having  been  beaten  on  the  first  does  not  preclude  them 
from  running  on  the  second  ballot 

Mb.  GASTiNEtr— I  do  not  wish  to  differ  with  the  chair,  and  therefore  ask  for 
a  reconsideration  of  the  closing  the  nominations. 

Motion  lidd  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Hnxs— Mr.  Speaker :  If  my  recollection  is  good,  we  voted  to  proceed 
to  the  election  of  two  electors  at  large,  separately.  We  have  elected  one, 
and  now  are  to  elect  another.  It  seems  to  me  that  nominations  are  just  as 
much  in  order  on  this  occasion  as  before.  Do  I  understand  that  the  chair 
has  decided  adversely  to  this  position  7 

Thb  Spbaoeb— The  chair  decides  that  the  nominations  were  closed  by  the 
motion  of  the  House  when  first  put  in  nomination  ;  that  motion  being,  that 
nominations  be  made  for  two  candidates  for  presidential  electors  of  the 
State  at  large,  and  then  that  they  should  be  voted  for  separately ;  which  did 
not  invalidate  the  motion  declaring  the  nominations  closed. 

The  second  elector  was  then  voted  for. 

Mb.  Hnxs— I  believe  that  the  country  is  entiiled  to  one  of  the  electors  at 
large,  and  therefore  vote  for  Mr.  Posey. 

llr.  Alfred  Shaw  was  unanimously  declared  elected  presidential  elector 
of  the  State  at  large. 

Mr.  Woofley  was  declared  the  elector  chosen  for  the  First  Congressional 
District,  over  Messrs.  Leaumont  and  Millspaugh,  nominated  against  him. 

Among  the  nominations  for  elector  in  the  Second  District,  occurred  that  of 
Mr.  SUoffer. 

Mb.  Foley— I  think  Mr.  Staufl'er  is  ineligible,  as  he  holds  an  office  in  the 
United  States  government 

Thb  Spbaixb— The  question  simply  is,  whether  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
Second  District 
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Mn.  Baum— He  is  in  the  Costomhoase,  and  therefore  cannot  run. 

Mb.  Foley— That  is  tme,  for  no  person  holding  an  office  of  trost  or  profit 
nnder  the  United  States  can  be  a  presidential  elector. 

Gapt  Stanffer-B  name  was  withdrawn. 

J.  Randall  Terry  was  daly  elected  as  presidential  elector,  against  Meesre. 
FosdiclE,  Henderson,  Heath  and  Patterson,  opposing  candidates. 

Mb.  O'Connell—I  desire  to  know  whether  Judge  Gazabat,  who  has  been 
nominated  for  elector  of  the  Third  District,  is  a  resident  of  the  First  Districi^ 
or  of  Plaquemine. 

The  Speakbb— Of  JeflTerBon. 

First  roUcall  for  elector  of  Third  District  was  indecisive. 

Mb.  Hills— I  move  that  the  next  voting  be  confined  to  the  two  candidateB 
who  have  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  upon  this  roll-call. 

Motion  to  amend  to  three,  was  tabled,  and  the  original  motion  carried. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Scliaffer  was  declared  duly  elected,  against  Messrs.  Posey,  Gaza- 
bat and  Payne,  opposing  candidates. 

The  first  ballot  for  elector  of  the  Fourth  District,  was  indecisive. 

Mb.  HiLi^— I  move  tliat  only  the  two  highest  be  voted  for  on  the  next  call* 

The  motion  to  amend  to  tluree,  was  tabled,  and  original  motion  carried. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Lawton  was  called  in  due  course. 

Mb.  Lawton— I  do  not  wish  to  vote  for  either  of  the  candidates,  but  for 
Mr.  Funis. 

The  Speaxeb— It  is  to  be  hoped  that  on  this  occasion,  around  which  cluster 
the  destinies  of  our  nation,  no  member  will  refuse  to  vote,  but  will  preserve 
the  dignity  and  decorum  of  this  body. 

Mb.  Lawton— I  do  not  decline  to  vote,  but  wish  to  vote  for  Mr.  Funis. 

Mb.  Montamat— I  move  the  gentleman  be  allowed  to  vote  as  he  wishes. 

Motion  carried. 

This  roll-call  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Belden,  as  elector  from  the 
Fourth  District,  against  Messrs.  Ennis,  fiarlow,  Swain  and  Burgess,  opposing 
candidates. 

The  list  of  candidates  for  the  position  of  elector  from  the  Fi  fth  District 
was  read. 

Mb.  Hills— The  name  of  Mr.  Normand  has  just  been  read  as  a  candidate. 
I  wish  to  Icnow  if  he  is  a  resident  of  the  Fifth  District  ? 

Mr.  Newell— I  am  personally  acquainted  with  him  and  Icnow  him  to  be  a 
member  of  tliat  district. 

Mb.  Ghristib— I  wish  to  state  that  Mr.  Taliaferro,  who  is  a  candidate,  is  a 
refugee  f^om  the  Fifth  District 

Mb.  Botce — ^According  to  the  apportionment  of  districts  by  the  Gonstitu- 
tional  Gonvention,  the  parishes  of  Avoyelles  and  Rapides  are  in  the  Fourth 
District  Mr.  Normand  is  a  resident  of  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  and  there- 
fore  in  the  Fourth  District. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


87 

Mb.  Hills — Hia  name  shoold  be  erased  from  the  list  of  candidates. 

Mb.  Foley — I  nominated  the  gentleman,  and  now  withdraw  his  name. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  declared  elector  from  the  Fifth  District  agunst  Mr. 
Taliaferro,  the  opposing  candidate. 

The  electors  chosen,  were,  in  course,  uoanimouslj  declared  the  choice  of 
the  flonae. 

Mb.  Montam at— I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  resolution. 

The  Speaker-^ All  resolutions  will  be  acted  upon  in  separate  session  of 
the  respective  houses.  This  joint  session  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  Presidential  Electors :  that  duty  having  been  accomplished,  th« 
senators  will  now  repair  to  the  Senate  chamber. 

On  motion,  carried,  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.  to-morrow,  the  9th 
instant 


\'  Wednesday,  November  9, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  a^ournment. 

Mr.  Prescott  oflTered  a  resolution,  reducing  the  number  of  papers  to  be 
henceforward  allowed  each  member  to  two,  and  the  evening  editions  thereof. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  subject,  reported  in  regard  to 
clerks  of  courts. 

Mr.  Foley  submitted  a  minority  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McDonnell :  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  pensions. 

Mr.  Howes :  Joint  resolution  relative  to  messenger  of  vote  of  Louisiana  to 
electoral  college. 

Mr.  Belden :  Joint  resolution  relative  to  presidential  electors. 

The  consideration  of  the  militia  bill  was  resumed,  and  it  was  adopted  aa 
far  as  section  36  without  important  amendment 

In  section  36,  it  was  proposed  to  insert  "  $1500,"  instead  of  ''  $4000,''  as 
salary  of  adjutant  general  of  the  State. 

Mb.  Chabibeblain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  say  a  word  npon  this  bill,  for 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  militia  must  be  organized  on  a  war  footing,  fitted  to 
proceed  to  extremities.  Officers  in  the  regular  army,  in  active  service,  cer- 
tainly receive  larger  salaries  than  it  is  proposed  to  g^ve  for  the  performance 
of  the  same  duties  to  our  State  officers.  Heretofore,  offices  in  the  militia 
have  been  mere  sinecures,  but  now  it  will  be  different— exactly  the  reverse — 
ahd  if  those  who  fill  these  offices  do  not  receive  a  fitting  salary,  they  will  not 
perform  their  duty. 

A  gieneral  in  the  militia  should  receive  as  much  as  one  in  the  regular  army, 
and  we  do  not  want  a  man  to  hold  the  office  under  consideration,  whose 
services  are  not  worth  more  than  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  He 
will  not  be  competent  for  his  duty ;  and,  instead  of  having  a  well-disciplined 
army  of  militia,  to  sweep  this  State  clear  of  the  rebels  who  infest  it,  it  will 
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be  a  nullity,  because  no  man,  of  abilities  sufficient  to  fill  the  position,  will 
stoop  to  serve  for  such  remuneration  as  these  men  propose  to  give. 

Kb.  Setmour— -I,  for  one,  shall  object  to  such  salaries.  The  present  bill  of 
militia  will  not  be  enforced  until  peace  reigns  over  our  once  happy  State. 
Gen.  Hnrlbut  has  issued  his  edict  concerning  the  militia,  and  we  all  know 
that  he  will  carry  out  his  ord-it  without  any  reference  to  our  acts. 

The  salary  of  the  adjutant  general  is,  under  the  constitution,  fixed  at 
$5000.  It  is  too  much  ]  the  office  is  nothing  but  a  dnecure.  Why  is  A^u- 
tant  General  Swift  not  here  driving  out  these  guerrillas  and  bushwhackers, 
instead  of  making  stump  speeches  throughout  the  Northern  States^  I  vote 
no,  no,  no. 

BfR.  Christie — ^Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  sorry  to  see  a  propensity  existing  in  this 
House  to  defeat  the  measures  presented  by  this  bill,  and  have  felt  a  little  sur- 
prised to  see  a  tendency  in  this  House  to  ridicule  the  means  used  to  pass  this 
bilL  We  have  heard  it  firequently  said  that  the  order  of  Gen.  Hurlbut  has 
taken  this  matter  out  of  our  hands,  but  that  is  not  the  question  for  us  to 
decide  upon  now.  We  are  here  to  decide  whether  or  not  we  will  establish  a 
loyal  militia  in  this  State,  and  that  we  must  settle  whether  we  wish  to  or  not. 
I  hope  that  the  adoption  of  this  or  some  other  bill  will  secure  to  the  State 
this  great  desideratum. 

I  think  there  is  too  much  lukewarmness  about  this,  and  am  surprised  that 
men  who  pretend  to  be  loyal  are  so  indifferent,  and  say  we  do  not  want  this 
bill,  because  the  order  of  Gen.  Hurlbut  has  settled  the  matter  already.  I 
deny  this,  and  say  that  (jen.  Hurlbut  has  not  taken,  and  will  not  take  it  out 
of  our  hands,  but  has  left  It  for  us  to  dispose  of.  I  thank  God  that  I  live  in 
this  State  at  this  day,  and  wish  to  see  this  bill  adopted  by  the  House,  with 
the  officers  well  paid  for  their  services.  The  offer  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
a  year  is,  I  think,  an  insult  to  the  loyalty  of  a  Louisiaoian.  [Great  applause.] 
Fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  salary  of  an  officer  whose  duties  and  labors 
are,  in  my  opinion,  next  to  those  of  the  governor  himself  I 

A  gentieman  has  said,  that  he  will  perform  all  these  things  for  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollar^  per  annum.  I  would  like  to  see  him  manage  a  body  of  men  taken, 
from  the  streets;  for  I  hardly  think  he  could  do  it  We  want  a  man,  who, 
with  this  material  can  organize  and  perfect  such  a  body  of  men  as  will  be  to 
you  a  bulwark  of  defense.  This  is  not  to  be  a  diversion,  a  mere  play,  a 
by-word,  but  a  reality ;  it  Is  for  doing  this  that  the  officers  at  the  head  of  thiv 
work  are  to  be  well  paid  for  their  service.  It  is  not  a  queation  of  dollars 
and  cents,  but  it  is  a  question  involving  our  safety,  our  welfare  and  that  of  the 
whole  interest  of  Louisiana  for  the  future.  I  understand  that  the  former 
adjutant  general  received  a  salary  approaching  to  five  thousand  dollars. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  Tbiat  question  has  already 
been  passed  upon. 

Mb.  GuRisnB— I  am  speaking  ef  the  general  principles.    Every  gentle- 


Digitized  by  L3OOQ1C 


89 

man  has  a  right  to  epeak  his  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  and  I  want  to 
know  to-day  whether  you  will  take  up  this  bill  and  adopt  it,  as  you  should. 
I  have  not  lived  in  vain  until  this  hour  if  this  bill  is  enacted.  It  has  been 
the  struggle  of  the  loyal  heart  of  Louisiana  for  the  last  three  years,  and  we 
must  come  up  to  our  work  like  men — like  men  who  have  a  heartfelt  interest 
in  this  bill.  I,  for  one,  would  like  a  reconsideration  upon  this  question  of 
the  salary  already  passed  upon.  I  want  this  bill  pushed  forward,  and  I 
want  every  man  to  decide  now  whether  this  bill  interests  him  or  not 

I  have  felt  heretofore  that  this  bill  was  to  be  ridiculed  at  every  stage  of 
the  proceedings ;  but  there  has  been  too  much  of  this,  and  I  hope  that 
evefy  gentleman  will  express  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  chair 
will  allow  the  largest  possible  freedom  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Presgott— I  have  a  few  i^marks  to  offer  on  the  subject.  The  gentle- 
man accuses  us  of  a  want  of  patriotism.  Now  among  these  very  gentlemen 
so  accused — 

Mr.  Christie — ^I  deny  the  assertion.  I  accuse  no  man  of  the  want  of 
patriotism  ;  but  I  wish  to  see  this  patriotism — 

Mr.  Prbscott— Never  mind,  it  amounted  to  that,  whether  the  charge  Is 
made  by  implication  or  otherwise,  ^me  of  my  friends  thus  alluded  to  have 
made  as  great  sacrifices  as  any  in  the  country.  They  have  fought  against 
the  Confederacy,  have  rendered  their  service  to  the  Union  army,  and  have 
lost — as  I  myself  have— they  have  lost  almost  all  fdt*  that  Union.  I  myself 
have  held  a  high  position  in  this  government  for  which  we  are  fighting,  and 
I  am  in  favor  of  doing  whatever  does  not  conflict  with  the  military* 
authorities.  However,  I  regard  the  militia  bill  as  a  prospective  measure, 
for  I  think  the  time  Is  far  distant  when  it  can  be  put  into  active  Operation. 

You  must  recollect  that  there  are  a  great  many  posts  on  the  Mississippi 
river  which  were  early  occupied  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  which 
caused  a  great  drain  of  men  from  many  parts  of  the  State,  thus  rendering  the 
available  number  of  men  to  be  enrolled  very  smalL  These  posts  have  now 
been  occupied  by  United  States  troops,  and  to  atttept  now  to  supercede 
them,  would  be  to  come  in  conflict  with  them.  Another  reason  Why  this  bill 
cannot  go  into  operation  is,  that  in  the  census  of  1860,  only  fifty  thousand 
men  appeared  as  the  available  force  of  the  State.  It  is  shown  by  statistics, 
that  no  less  than  (44)  forty-four  regiments  were  raised  in  our  State  alone,  for 
rebel  service,  and  also,  that  not  less  than  ten  thousand  men,  Louisianians, 
either  by  birth  or  adoption,  are  serving  in  the  Federal  army.  At  Natchez, 
where  I  have  hitherto  resided,  I,  myself,  assisted  in  organizing  a  regiment 
composed  almost  exclusively  of  Louisianians.  Adding  the  number  in  the 
Federal  service  to  that  in  the  rebel  army,  and  it  exhausts  nearly  the  whole  pop- 
ulation of  Louisiana,  capable  of  bearing  arms ;  so  nearly,  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve fifteen  thousand  able-bodied  men  can  be  found  at  the  present  momentt 
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within  onr  State,  while  to  say  that  there  are  ten  thousand,  would  be,  in  my 
opinion,  a  liberal  estimate. 

We  must  recollect,  also,  that  a  great  number  of  the  men  referred  to  are 
disloyal,  and  th^^  if  you  put  arms  and  ammunition  into  their  hands,  you  are, 
in  effect,  equipping  formidable  bands  of  guerrillas,  who  are  more  to  be  feared 
than  ten  times  the  nnmber  of  regular  troops.  Of  the  truth  and  force  of  this 
statement,  I  have  had  a  personal  and  painful  experience,  which  impresses  me 
most  forcibly  with  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  entirely  inexpedient  to  arm 
the  people  at  large,  until  our  domestic  difficulties  become  somewhat  more 
settled. 

In  Missouri,  the  country  is  overrun  with  guerrillas,  who  have  been  fur- 
nished by  the  government  with  their  arms,  and  we  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
if  we  carry  into  practice  this  policy  of  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  every 
man,  the  same  state  of  affairs  will  be  inaugui^ted  here.  Therefore,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  feasible  to  put  this  bill  into  actual  operation  at  the  present 
time,  though  such  a  bill  can  be  enforced  when  the  former  condition  of  things 
is  again  reinstated. 

I  think  that  gentlemen  who  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  aspect  of  affdrs 
throughout  the  State,  will  admit  the  justice  of  these  remarks,  and  therefore, 
the  force  of  the  argument  that  this  bill  must  be  simply  prospective. 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  appointment  of  all  these  gentlemen  ;  but  if  they 
are  appointed  now,  what  Js  the  consequence?  It  is  that  these  offices  become 
mere  sinecures.  These  incumbents  have  nothing  at  all  to  do,  and  I  say  that 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  is  salary  enoupch  ;  therefore,  if  we  are  compelled  to 
pass  such  a  bill,  [  think  that  we  should  not  only  consider  the  subject  in  all 
these  views,  but  should  also  bear  in  mind  the  depletion  of  the  State  treasury, 
and  the  burdens  of  the  people  upon  whom  it  is  now  proposed  to  place  a  still 
greater  weight 

Mr.  CuAtfBERLAiN — ^Tho  gentlemen  who  oppose  this  bill  do  so  principally 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  to  take  effect  only  in  the  future.  I  would  ask  these 
gentlemen  if  they  regard  the  order  of  Gen.  Hurlbut  as  being  any 
more  than  a  prospective  measure  ?  I  would  also  ask  them  if  they  do  not 
believe  that  it  is  to  be  pushed  through— if  the  militia  are  not  to  bt  called 
out  immediately,  and  why  is  it  to  be  ?  I  say  that  this  order  is  to  be  carried 
out  immediately,  and  that  the  object  of  it  is  the  calling  out  of  the  militia  to 
rid  the  State  of  these  guerrillas  which  infest  it.  If  this  can  be  done  under 
the  order  of  Gen.  Hurlbut,  can  we  not  do  it  under  the  order  of  Gov.  Hahn  ? 

Another  thing  :  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the  order  to  which  I 
have  referred,  was  issued  only  because  the  Legislature  had  failed  to  do  its 
duty  in  regard  to  passing  this  bill^  and  that  as  soon  as  it  has  been  once  acted 
npon,  Gren.  Hurlbut  will  rescind  his  order  and  hand  the  militia  over  to  Gov. 
Hahn,  to  be  officered  and  called  out  by  him,  the  same  as  he.  will  himself  do 
if  we  fail  in  doing  our  duty. 
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'Rie  genUeman  says  again,  that  we  cannot  raise  more  than  fifteen  thousand 
men  for  the  militia  of  this  State.  Adjutant  General  Swift  says,  that  with  ten 
thoosand  men,  he  can  clear  the  State  of  every  guerrilla  in  it,  and  so,  also, 
can  Gov.  Hahn.  It  is  an  acknowledgment  of  our  weakness  to  allow  Gen. 
Hnrlbnt  to  step  in  and  perform  the  duties  properly  belonging  to  us,  both  in 
r^ard  to  this  and  the  "  gambling  "  bill. 

Mr.  Meeks — Is  the  gentleman  speaking  by  authority  ?  « 

Mb.  Chamberlain— I  speak  from  what  has  been  told  me  by  oiBcials 
of  the  goTemment,  when  I  say  that  the  order  of  Gen.  Hnrlbnt  will 
interfere  with  no  action  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  it  was  issued  merely  on 
accoant  of  onr  neglect— not  because  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
military  authorities  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  Michael  Hahn,  as  governor 
of  the  State. 

Mr.  Sbtxoubt— My  objection  is  not  to  a  militia  bill,  because  I  wish  to  see 
it  carried  through ;  but  I  do  object  to  having  such  salaries  paid  as  are 
proposed,  and  to  such  men.  A^'utant  General  Swift  is  liberally  paid  for 
attending  to  his  duties  ;  why  then  is  be  not  here  instead  of  stumping  tho 
Northern  States,  as  I  see  by  the  morning  papers  that  he  is  doing.  This  is 
the  reason  why  I  object  to  paying  such  salaries,  though  I  hope  that 
with  this  ezceptiAiable  feature  stricken  out,  the  bill  will  pass. 

Mr.  Prbsoott — ^Mr.  Speaker  :  I  must  disagree  with  the  gentleman  who 
Bays  that  the  order  of  Gen.  Hnrlbnt  was  issued  because  the  Legislature  had 
n^lected  to  pass  a  militia  law.  This  must  be  a  mistake,  because  I  was 
enrolled  at  Natchez,  under  an  order  of  Gen.  Canby's,  of  similar  tenor,  some 
six  or  seven  weeks  before  this  House  met  How  is  it  possible  that  the 
reason  given  by  the  gentieman  can  be  correct  ?  We  are  not  to  be  blamed 
for  not  passing  a  militia  law,  when  we  had  no  existence,  and  to  say  that  we 
are,  is  certainly  to  state  a  solecism. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  tabled— yeas  44,  nays  19. 

Mr.  Foley — I  have  a  substitute  for  the  whole  matter,  to  strike  out  after 
the  word  "  thirty- five  hundred,"  so  as  to  make  the  section  read  "  the  same  to 
be  paid  only  during  the  time  the  militia  are  in  actual  service  of  the  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion  or  the  suppression  of  insurrection."  I 
move  the  adoption  of  this  substitute. 

Mr.  Setmour— I  object  to  the  salary,  and  therefore  move  to  lay  the  substi- 
tnte  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  when  the  adoption  was  moved. 

Mr.  Seymour— In  behalf  of  the  poor  tax-payers,  of  whom  I  am  one,  I  vote 
"  No,  no,  no." 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  iounediately  after  which,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  November  10, 1864. 
The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjoumoient,  sixty  members  present. 
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Prayer  was  oflfered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman. 
The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 
Mr.  McDonnell  offered  the  following : 

Beaolvedf  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ 
four  citizens  to  act  as  police  officers  of  this  House,  said  citizens  to  be  in  no 
manner  connected  with  the  city  police. 

Be  U^urther  resolved^  That  said  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  $2  50 
per  day,  each,  for  their  services  during  the  session. 

The  resolution  was  tabled  by  a  vote  of  38  to  19. 

Mr.  Miller  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  Owing  to  the  depleted  condition  of  the  State  treasury,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  strictest  economy  should  be  practised ;  therefore, 

Be  U  resolved.  That  as  a  daily  official  newspaper  report  is  entirelv  unneces- 
sary, and  as  the  official  printer  is  required  by  law  to  tumish  a  full  report  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  at  the  end  of  the  session,  the  official  print- 
ing of  the  proceedings  in  a  daily  journal  is  hereby  discontinued. 

Mb.  Chamberlain — I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  decidedly,  because  I 
think  our  acts  should  be  canvassed  by  our  constituents.  How  are  they  to 
learn  what  is  done  in  this  House,  unless  it  is  conveyed  to  them  by  means  of 
a  newspaper?  I  know  the  official  printer  is  compelled  to  publish  the  acts 
of  this  House  in  an  official  form  at  the  close  of  the  sessiofi,  but  then  it  is 
published  in  book  form,  and  only  distributed  to  members  of  the  House.  Our 
constituents  know  nothing  of  our  action,  and  I  believe  no  man  can  be  oppose! 
to  allowing  his  acts  to  be  canvassed  by  his  constituents,  save  those  who  are 
ashamed  of  what  they  have  done.  1  am  in  favor  of  allowing  some  paper  to 
publish  the  official  acts  of  this  House,  for  the  reason  that  there  can  be  no 
dispute  about  its  authority.  Take  any  paper  and  compare  its  report  with  the 
official,  and  there  will  be  found  to  be  discrepancies  between  them  ;  but  1 
one  is  official,  there  can  be  no  dispute  as  to  which  is  correct  Upon  these 
grounds  I  shall  oppose  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mb.  Meeks — I  do  not  understand  that  the  resolution  is  offered  through  any 
fear  of  the  public  knowing  what  the  House  has  done.  That  is  not  the  spirit 
of  the  resolution ;  but  the  idea  is,  as  for  as  possible,  to  economize.  The 
paper  charges  one  dollar  per  square,  while  all  the  papers  publish  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  daily  on  their  own  account,  and  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  this  body  going  to  any  expense.  The  Senate  has  already  stopped  this 
expenditure,  and  1  think  we  should  take  the  same  course. 

Mb.  Foley— I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resoluticn,for  this  reason, 
that  it  is  unconstitutional.  There  is  an  article  in  the  constitution  that  requires 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  weekly,  in  the  official  journal.  If  the 
gentleman  will  modify  it  so  as  to  read  weekly,  I  will  vote  for  the  resolution, 
and  will  go  ftirther,  and  vote  that  the  journals  shall  be  set  up  in  solid  agate, 
instead  of  in  the  manner  as  done  at  present 

Mb.  H.  G.  Belden— I  fully  eoncur  with  the  views  of  the  last  speaker.    I  am 
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utterly  opposed  to  the  passage  of  any  resolution  that  will  cut  off  from  my 
oonstitueDts  and  the  citizens  of  this  State,  who  haye  sent  us  here,  a  knowledge 
of  oar  acts.  It  has  always  been  the  custom,  in  every  coontry,  for  the  official 
paper  to  publish  the  transactions  of  such  a  body. 

We  are  passing  laws  dally,  and  the  people  of  Louisiana  are  looking  with 
interest  to  our  proceedings,  and  the  question  is,  shall  they  be  entirely  cut  off 
from  a  knowledge  of  our  transactions  until  the  close  of  the  session !  I  say, 
no.  The  price  charged  by  the  official  paper  is  only  &ir,  and  what  other 
respectable  papers  are  charging.    I  shall  vote  to  table  the  resolution. 

Kb.  Pbescott— In  addition  to  the  objections  already  made,  I  have  another 
and,  I  think,  one  equally  important  The  proceedings,  as  published  in  the 
official  journal,  are  more  fhll  and  exact  than  those  in  any  other  journal,  and 
the  laws  we  enact  are  published  fh>m  and  after  their  passage ;  consequently 
they  are  promulgated  at  once,  and  scattered  broadcast  over  the  land,  and 
our  legislation  becomes  accessible  to  those  who  wish  to  inquire  into  it  If 
we  abolish  the  printing  of  the  official  journals,  the  consequence  will  be,  we 
shall  pass  laws  for  which  the  public  are  responsible,  and  they  will  Imow 
nothing  about  them. 

The  laws  will  not  be  published  until  the  journal  is  published,  of  which 
only  one,  or  a  limited  number  of  copies  are  furnished  the  members,  and 
practically  it  will  be  a  sealed  book  to  our  constituents.  If  published  in  the 
official  paper,  these  acts  will  be  copied  into  other  papers,  and  thereby  widely 
disseminated.  Therefbre  I  must  say  I  am  unequivocally  opposed  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Folet— I  offer  the  following  substitute : 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  official  printer  be  instructed  to  print  the  proceed* 
ings  of  this  House  weekly— the  same  to  be  printed  in  agate  type,  solid. 

Mr.  Creioh—I  move  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

A  motion  to  table  the  original  resolution,  was  carried  as  follows— yeas  44 
nays  19. 
Mr.  Foley  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolvedf  That  the  official  printer  is  hereby  instructed  to  publish  dfdly  the 
proceedings  of  this  House— tne  same  to  be  printed  in  agate,  type,  solid. 

Mr.  Michel  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  take  up  a  bill  returned 
from  the  Senate,  with  amendment,  relative  to  the  salaries  of  officers  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  and  amendment  read.  The  Senate 
amended  the  salary  of  the  sergeaot-at-arms  of  the  House,  from  $2500  per 
annum  to  $2000  ;  and  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Senate,  from  $8  per  day 
to  $1800  per  annum. 

Mr.  Foley — I  don't  see  why  a  distinction  should  be  made  between  the 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  assistant  clerks  of  the  House.    I 
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believe  the  duties  of  one  are  as  honorable  and  laborious  as  the  other,  and 
I  never  read  that  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Senate  was  employed  by  the 
y^ar.    Ther(;fore  I  move  to  disagree  with  the  amendment 

Mr.  Laster— I  move  to  amend  the  salary  of  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
House  to  $2500  per  year. 

Mr.  CaAMBBRLAiN— I  would  amend  so  as  to  concur  with  the  Senate  in 
regard  to  the  salary  of  their  assistant  secretary,  and  request  their  concur- 
rence in  the  salary  of  our  sergeant-at-arms.  They  have  increased  the  salary 
of  their  assistant  secretary  to  $1800  per  year,  and  decreased  the  salary  of 
the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Foley— I  believe  $2000  is  enough  for  any  sergeani-at-arms,  but  I  do 
not  concur  with  the  Senate  in  fixing  the  salary  of  the  assistant  secretary  at 
$1800  per  annum.  He  is  not  required  during  the  whole  year.  The  only 
officers  necessary  to  employ  by  the  year  are,  the  two  sergeants-at-arms,  the 
chief  secretary  and  the  chief  clerk.  I  move  we  concur  in  the  amendment 
regarding  sergeants-at-arms. 

Mr.  Lewis— I  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr.  Laster  on  the  table. 

Lost— ye^as  30,  nays  32. 

Mr.  Meeks— I  move  we  concur  with  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
except  that  referring  to  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  Senate. 

A  motion  to  table  being  lost,  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
a  like  committee  from  the  Senate,  in  regard  to  the  differences. 

Carried. 

The  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Foley,  Meeks,  Lewis,  St  Martin  and  Evans. 

Mr.  Laster  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  hid  bill,  on  the 
second  reading,  relative  to  authorizirg  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  make  cer- 
tain local  improvements. 

The  motion  to  suspend  being  lost,  with  the  permission  of  the  House  the 
member  withdrew  the  bill. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
militia  bill  resumed. 

Section  38  was  read : 

Section  38.  The  commissary  general  and  the  surgeon  general  of  the  State 
shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  shall  be  respectivelv 
charged  with  the  purchase  and  issue  of  all  militarv  subsistence,  and  medical, 
surgical  and  hospital  supplies,  respectively,  and  for  their  services  they  shall 
each  receive  the  sum  of  at  least  $2500  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  by  the 
State  treasurer. 

Mr.  Foley— I  offer  the  same  amendment  as  was  made  to  section  37, 
inserting  after  **  per  annum  "  the  words  <'  the  same  to  be  paid  only  during 
the  time  the  militia  are  in  actual  service  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
repelling  invasion  or  suppressing  insurrection.-' 

Adopted. 
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Sections  39,  40  and  42  read  and  amended  as  the  previoos  section. 
MB.CHiJfBERLAiN — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  following  additional  article : 
^No  general  or  staff  officer  shall  be  appointed  on  the  militia  in  this  State, 
who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 
Adopted. 

SecUon  14.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  sell  or 
dispose  of  his  uniform,  or  secrete  or  remove  the  same  with  intent  to  sell  or 
^pofie  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  punished 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  in  jail 
not  exceeding  six  monms. 
Mb.  Badges— I  amend  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $100. 
Carried. 

Other  sections  were  adopted  without  amendment 

Mb,  Todd — I  move  to  strike  out "  clerks,'^  and  insert "  orderly  sergeants," 
in  section  50. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Section  54.  Ail  fines,  penalties  and  assessments  may,  in  addition  to  other 
remedy  thereon,  be  recovered  on  complaint  of  the  clerk ;  and  every  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private,  holden  by  law  to  do  military  duty,  and 
neglecting  to  appear  without  sufficient  excuse  at  the  time  and  place  appointed 
for  such  duty,  shall  forfeit  and  pa^  as  follows  : 

For  absence  from  any  inspection,  company  training,  company  or  squad 
drill,  special  duty,  escort,  election,  camp  or  review,  four  dollars  for  each 
offence. 
Mb.  Kavakagh— I  move  to  amend  to  "  one  dollar." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Section  55.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  who  appears  at  a 
parade  or  drill  required  by  law,  deficient  in  any  arm,  equipment  or  uniform, 
famished  him  by  the  State,  or  required  of  him  by  law  or  general  order,  or 
with  such  arms,  equipments  or  uniform  unserviceable  or  in  bad  condition, 
shall  forfeit  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  on  complaint  of  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  to  strike  out  "  five  dollars,"  and  insert  '*the 
value  of  the  articles  destroyed." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Section  75.  Every  other  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia  shall  receive 
for  each  day's  duty  in  camp,  two  dollars,  and  each  non-commissiooed  officer 
and  soldier  one  dollar  and  thirty  cents.  Every  member  of  a  mounted  com- 
pany shall  receive  three  dollars  per  day  in  addition  to  the  compensation 
hereinbefore  provided,  which  shall  include  keeping  and  forage  for  horses. 

Mb.  CHAtfB£RLAU«^— I  movo  to  strike  out "  three  dollars  "  and  insert "  two 
dolhtfs." 
Lcud  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Badgbb— I  move  to  strike  out  **  one  dollar  and  thirty  cents  "  and 
insert  **  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fouet— I  amend  to  tiiree  dollars. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  the  first  amendment  adopted. 
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Mr.  Foley— I  moye  to  stike  oat  "  five  cents,"  in  the  first  paragraph,  and 
Insert "  twenty  cents,"— the  mileage  of  officers  in  section  78. 

Adopted. 

Mb.  Breckenridoe — ^In  section  82  I  move  to  strike  out  ''respectable 
physician,"  and  insert ''  professional  physician." 

Adopted. 

Section  83.  No  sargeon  or  assistant  surgeon  of  a  regiment  shall  he  entitled 
to  reoeiye  any  fee  for  the  examination  of  any  soldier  of  the  same  regiment 
applying  for  exemption  from  military  duty,  bat  any  other  medical  officer  shall 
charge  twenty-five  cents  only  for  such  examination  and  certificate  of  exemp- 
tion, and  any  person  violating  this  section  shall  forfeit  fifty  dollars,  to  be 
recovered  on  complaint  of  the  adjutant,  to  the  use  of  the  regiment. 

Mr,  Eoan— I  move  to  substitute  "  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,"  for  "  twen- 
ty-five cents." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Harxan— 1  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  "  military  duty." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Katanaoh — I  move  to  strike  out "  fifty  dollars,"  and  insert "  not  less 
than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars." 

Mr.  Chamberlain — I  am  opposed  to  it,  because  anybody  can  afford  to 
obtain  a  certificate  of  exemption  for  five  dollars.  I  would  amend  to  one,  or 
five  hundred  dollars,  since  it  is  the  punishment  of  the  medical  officer  who 
gives  an  improper  certificate.  Fifty  dollars  is  too  small  and  I  amend  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Michel— I  move  to  lay  all  amendments  on*  the  table. 

Carried. 

BfR.  Harnan— In  section  88,  relating  to  payment  of  ^nes,  I  don't  see  why 
regimental  officers  are  any  better  than  privates,  except  in  position  ]  therefore, 
I  wish  them  to  be  liable  to  penalties  as  well  as  the  privates,  and,  therefore, 

move  to  insert,  '*  all  commissioned  officers  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of 

dollars,  the  same  as  privates ;  proyvdedf  that  the  complunt  be  made  by  three 
or  more  of  any  company  or  regiment" 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Michel— In  section  92, 1  move  to  strike  out,  "  the  party  tried  paying  a 
a  reasonable  sum  for  his  copy." 

Carried. 

Section  94.  In  this  section  the  word  "soldier"  shall  include  company 
musicians,  and  all  persons  in  the  militia,  except  commissioned  officers,  and 
the  word  '*  company"  may  include  battery. 

Mr.  Harnan — ^I  move  to  strike  out,  ''except  commissioned  •fficers." 

Carried. 

Section  95.  If  elders  or  overseers  of  a  society  of  Quakers  or  Shakers  give 
the  certificate  provided  in  the  second  section  to  a  person  who  does  not  pro- 
fess the  religious  ikith  of  their  society,  or  who  is  not  a  member  thereof,  or 
who  is  not  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  each  elder  or  over- 
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seer  so  offending  shftll  forftit  $200  to  the  nse  of  the  State,  and  be  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  six  months.  * 

And  any  person  claiming  to  be  exempted  from  enrollment,  by  virtue  of 
cnch  a  certflfcate,  who  does  not  profess  the  religious  faith,  or  is  not  a  m«m- 
b^  of  the  socie^^  named  therein,  or  who  is  not  conscientiously  scrupulous 
of  bearing  arms,  and  fails  to  do  so,  shall  be  liable  to  serre,  or  treated  as  a 
deserter. 

Mb.  Badger — I  move  to  stril^e  out  the  whole  section. 

Carried. 

Section  96.  Keepers  of  taverns  or  boarding-houses,  and  masters  and  mis- 
tresses of  dwelling  houses,  shall,  upon  the  application  of  the  assessors,  or 
any  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  militia,  within  whose  bounds 
their  houses  are  situated,  or  of  persons  acting  under  them,  give  information 
of  the  names  of  persons  residing  in  their  houses,  liable  to  enrollment,  or  to 
do  military  duty :  and  every  person  liable  to  enrollment  shall,  upon  like 
application,  give  his  name  and  ajp^e ,'  and  if  such  keeper,  master,  mistress  or 
person  rehises  to  give  such  information,  or  gives  raise  information,  such 
keeper,  master,  mistress  or  person  shall  forfeit  and  pav  at  least  $100  for  each 
separate  offence,  to  be  recovered  on  complaint  of  eitner  of  the  assessors,  or 
ofncers,  or  non-conunissioned  officers  aforesaid,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  one  year. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  move,  after  officer  of  the  militia,  to  insert,  <<  properly  author- 
ixed." 

Tabled. 

Mr.  Bjlooer— I  move  to  strike  out "  $100,"  and  insert  <•  $200." 

Mr.  Kavaxaoh — I  move  that  tiiey  forfeit  not  less  than  $5  nor  more  than  $50. 

A  motion  to  lay  all  amendments  on  the  table  was  carried. 

Mb.  Kavanaoh— I  move  to  strike  out  "  one  year,"  in  the  last  line,  ^nd 
insert  ''one  month." 

Adopted. 

Mb.  Christie>-I  move  to  insert,  after ''  are  situated,"  the  words,  **  provided 
be  show  his  authority." 

Adepted. 

Mb.  Habxax—I  move  to  strike  out  "*  $100,"  and  insert «  $50." 

Tabled. 

Section  97.  Civil  officers  named  in  this  section,  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  obey  its  provisions,  shall,  on  conviction,  except  as  otherwise  specially 
provided,  forfeit  not  less  than  $20  nor  more  than  $500. 

MR,MiCHBir-I  move  to  substitute  "$100"  for  "$500." 

Carried. 

The  remaining  sections  were  adopted  as  read,  without  amendment 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Before  the  bill  is  adopted  as  a  whole,  I  wish  to  offer 
another  amendment.  The  bill  does  not  fix  the  time  that  any  officer  shall 
hold  his  office.  I  therefore  move  to  insert  in  section  11,  after  "  appointed 
as  follows,"  the  following  words :  "  and  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  five 
years." 

Mb.  Michel— I  amend  to  foor  years. 
h7 
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Amendment  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn.    *  . 

Mr.  EaAN— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  yesterday,  in  regard  to 
clerks. 

Mb.  Foley — ^The  gentleman  is  out  of  order.  A  motion  to  reconsider 
must  be  made  before  the  oxder  of  the  day  is  taken  up. 

Mr.  Eqan— There  was  no  time  ;  the  rules  were  suspended  to  take  up  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Kavanago— The  gentleman  is  mistaken ;  the  rules  were  not  sua* 
pended.    There  is  a  motion  pending  to  adjourn  ;  I  call  for  that  motion. 

Mb.  Potnot — The  motion  to  adjourn  is  to  prevent  a  reconsideration  ot 
this  vote.  I  think  it  is  rather  hard  that  any  member  should  be  deprived  of 
this  privilege. 

Mr.  Chamberiain — If  the  rules  were  suspended  before  the  time  arrived 
when  the  motion  to  reconsider  could  have  been  pat,  then  the  motion  can 
come  up  the  next  sitting  day. 

The  Speaker— If  the  rules  were  suspended  so  as  to  prevent  a  motion  to 
reconsider,  it  can  come  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Egan — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  reconsider. 

Lost  by  the  following  vote — ^yeas  37,  nays  33. 

Mb.  Foley— I  move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Bofill — I  offer  the  following  in  this  connection  : 

BAsdoed,  (the  Senate  concurring),  That  both  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly  do  adjourn  on  Monday,  November  14, 1864,  at  3  p.  m.,  until  the 
day  fixed  for  the  regular  session. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  move  that  it  be  rejected. 

Mb.  Bofill— I  think  we  ought  to  wait  before  we  proceed  any  further  with 
legislation,  and  see  whether  our  representatives  to  Congress  will  be  admitted 
or  not  If  they  are  not  admitted  (although  I  hope  and  believe  they  will  be), 
we  are  only  incurring  expense  to  the  State,  and  therefore  I  think  we  ought 
to  wait  and  see. 

Mr.  Harxan — The  State  is  in  a  very  embarrassed  condition  at  the  present 
time.  There  are  15,000  recipients  for  charity,  and  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of 
justice  to  adjourn  until  we  know  whether  or  not  our  representatives  are 
received. 

Mr.  Wheeler— It  appears  to  me  should  we  acUoum  at  that  time,  it 
would  appear  that  we  had  some  doubts  about  being  received  into  the  Union, 
I  contend  that  we  should  do  our  utmost  to  keep  this  matter  progressing, 
and  if  we  carry  out  the  principles  that  we  are  pledged  to  in  coming  here,  we 
shall  be  received  back  into  the  glorious  Union,  and  the  stars  and  stripes 
will  wav»  over  us  forever. 

3iR.  Prescott— I  think  such  adjournment  would  imply  a  doubt  of  our 
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being  officially  recognized  ;  but  if  I  can  read  the  signs  of  the  times,  there  is 
no  reason  for  any  doubt  If  we  adjourn  under  the  impression  that  our 
admission  is  not  perfectly  sure,  that  impression  will  go  abroad,  and  have 
an  onfaTorablo  inflaence  at  the  North,  and  affect  us  injuriously.  There  is 
tlie  further  consideration  of  the  immense  amount  of  business  before  the 
Eoose.  The  whole  Civil  Code  has  to  be  changed,  for  public  sentiment 
appears  to  be  opposed  to  the  old  one  ;  it  is  predicated  on  institutions  that 
have  passed  away,  I  trust  forever,  never  to  be  retuscitated.  We  are  placed 
In  a  peculiar  and  important  position,  and  we  must  prepare  to  meet  these 
responsibilities  ;  therefore  I  think  we  ought  to  proceed  with  the  business  of 
the  House,  for  not  less  than  ten  months  will  be  occupied  in  performing  that 
business. 

Hb.  Kavanaoh — ^I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  my  motion  to  reject. 

The  motion  prevailed — yeas  48,  nays  9. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.  Friday,  November  11. 


Friday,  November  11, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  a^oumment  at  12  m.    Sixty  members  present 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

A  petition  firom  citizens  of  the  Third  District  was  read,  aslcing  the  removal 
of  the  nnlsanoe  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Montague  street 

Mb.  Cook— I  move  it  be  refi^red  to  the  mayor. 

Mb.  Kavanaoh— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  I  am  in  favor  of 
this  House  acting  on  the  memorial. 

Mb.  Christib — I  do  not  ihink  it  is  proper  for  this  House  to  refer  anything 
to  the  mayor.    The  question  is  to  reject,  or  act  on  the  petition. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  motion  to  refer  carried.  Teas  29, 
nmys  22. 

Mr.  Bondreaux  offered  the  fbllowing  resolution  : 

Bescivedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire  into,  and 
report  to  this  House,  who,  if  any,  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives are  violating  the  constitution  by  holding  or  exercising  any  other 
civil  office  of  trust  or  profit,  and  report  the  kind  of  office  they  hold. 

A  motion  was  made  to  table. 

Mb.  Boudbeaux— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow  the  resolution 
to  be  debated. 

Lost 

The  motion  to  table  was  also  lost.    Yeas  30,  nays  34. 

Mb.  Kavanagr— I  wish  to  know  if  the  question  is  now  debatable. 

The  Spbakeb— It  is. 

Mb.  Boudbeaux— Article  90  of  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  requires  the 
members  of  the  (jeneral  Assembly  to  take  the  following  oath  :        * 

•*  I,  (A  B)  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  I  will  support  the  constitu- 
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tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  State,  and  that  I  will  faithfuUj 
and  impartially  discharge  and  perform  all  the  duties  inonmbent  on  me  as 

,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  and  understanding.    So  help 

me  God." 

Article  123  sa^s  :  ''No  person  shall  hold  or  exercise,  at  the  same  Ume, 
more  than  one  civil  office  of  trust  or  profit,  except  that  of  justice  of  the 
peace." 

Thus  everj  member  solemnly  swears  to  support  and  obey  the  constitution, 
and  yet  there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  hold  their  places  in 
direct  violation  of  the  article  above  quoted.  If  there  is  any  gentleman  who 
can  justify  this,  I  should  like  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  Foley— As  I  am  attacked  by  the  gentleman,  since  I  hold  another  office, 
I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  reply.  From  the  articles  he  has  read  from  the  consti- 
tution, he  would  intimate  that  every  member  holding  another  office  is  guilty 
of  pcigury.  If  you  will  refer  to  the  distribution  of  powers,  you  will  find 
that  the  "  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  shall  be 
divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of  them  shall  be  confided 
to  a  separate  body  of  magistracy,  to-wit :  those  which  are  legislative  to  one, 
those  which  are  executive  to  another,  and  those  which  are  judicial  to  another. 
No  one  of  th^se  departments,  nor  any  person  holding  office  in  one  of  them, 
shall  exercise  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in 
the  instances  hereinafter  expressly  directed,  or  permitted."  According  to 
this,  there  are  certain  persons  holding  these  various  offices  of  the  State. 
Vfho  are  the  executive  officers  of  the  State  7  There  is  only  the  governor, 
lieutenant  governor,  auditor,  treasurer  and  secretary  of  state.  I  ask  the  gen- 
men  on  this  floor  if  any  of  these  officers  are  in  the  Legislature  ?  Who  are 
the  members  of  the  judiciary  department?  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
Inferior  Courts  and  the  justices  of  the  peace.  The  justice  of  the  peace  is  the 
only  man,  according  to  this  constitution,  that  is  permitted  to  hold  any  oth^r 
office.  Now  is  there  any  man  on  this  floor  that  belongs  to  the  judiciary 
department  of  this  State,  besides  the  justices  otifhe  peace  who,  by  article  123, 
are  permitted  to  sit  in  this  body  ?  What  is  the  legislative  department?  This 
is  it.  You  cannot  show  me  that  there  is  an  executive  or  judicial  officer  in 
this  House  who  is  not  expressly  allowed  to  be  here.  I  say  article  123  jpes 
not  apply  to  any  other  than  the  executive  and  judicial  officers. 

When  the  gentleman  asserts  that  any  member  of  this  body  has  violated 
the  constution,  he  states  what  is  not  true.  If  you  will  refer  to  article  35 
you  will  find  that  no  person  who  has  been  a  collector  of  taxes,  or  otherwise 
entrusted  with  public  money,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  General  Assembly  until 
he  has  obtained  a  discharge  for  the  amount  of  the  money  in  his  possession.  If 
article  123  refers  to  all  officers,  what  was  the  necessity  of  inserting  this,  pro- 
hibiting one  of  the  officers  from  being  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  ? 
I  leave  it  to  the  good  sense  of  this  body  to  say  whether  or  not  any  member 
has  violated  the  constitution. 
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Mr.  Burks — ^It  has  been  remarked,  and  with  truth,  that  there  is  no  ezeca- 
tlTe  or  judiciary  officers  on  this  floor ;  but  article  123  of  the  constitution 
plainly  says :  "  No  person  shall  hold,  or  exercise,  at  same  time,  more  than 
one  civil  office  of  trust  or  proflt,  except  that  of  justice  of  the  peace.  It 
■eems  clear  to  me,  that  members  of  this  body  who  hold  one  or  more  offices 
besides,  are  yiolating  the  constitution.  I  am  not  disposed  to  be  too  severe, 
but  when  I  see  persons  in  this  body  openly  violating  the  constitution,  and 
attempting  to  defend  such  a  course,  I  feel  compelled  to  say  something.  I 
think  it  reflects  great  discredit  upon  any  man  who  attempts  it  I  held  the 
office  of  sheriff,  and  immediately  resigned  on  my  election. 

Mr.  Badger — Give  us  the  reason. 

Mr.  Bcree — I  resigned  because  I  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and 
I  was  confident  I  could  not  hold  two  offices  at  the  same  time.  Is  that  reason 
enough  ?  I  advise  you,  if  yon  hold  two  offices,  to  resign  one,  for  it  is  a  posi- 
tive violation  of  the  constitution.  Mr.  Foley,  who  was  one  of  the  members 
of  the  constitutional  Convention,  and  voted  for  and  helped  to  pass  this 
article,  now  advocates  the  holding  of  two  offices  by  members  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Foley — The  gentleman  is  becoming  personal,  and  is  out  of  order. 

Mr-  Bcrkb — The  question  is  very  plain.  It  is  very  comfortable  to  hold 
other  offices,  in  addition  to  getting  eight  dollars  per  day,  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  ;  but  it  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution  nevertheless,  and  I  hope 
this  body  will  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Bblden— It  is  not  through  any  consideration  of  interest  that  I 
speak  on  this  subject.  I  must  view  article  123,  about  which  so  much  has 
been  said,  according  to  its  spirit  and  meaning.  Under  this  article,  no  person 
holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  shall  be  eligible  to  the  General  Assembly. 
Will  any  gentleman  in  this  House  tell  me  that  the  ckrk  of  a  court,  under 
military  appointment.  Is  a  civil  officer  under  the  the  constitution  of  the 
State  ?  The  judiciary  has  decided  that  no  office  is  considered  an  office  of 
trust,  unless  the  party  is  the  depository  of  public  money  ;  and  furthermore, 
that  to  be  a  civil  officer,  it  is  necessary  to  be  commissioned  by  the  governor. 
If  I  am  the  custodian  of  any  public  money,  or  holding  any  office  of  trust  or 
profit,  I  am  prevented  from  occupying  a  seat  in  this  body  ;  but  it  I  do  not 
hold  such  office  or  do  not  have  money  in  my  hands  belonging  to  the  loyal 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  I  am  not  considered  an  officer  in  the  eye  of  the  consti- 
tution. There  is  no  man  that  comes  within  this  view  of  the  constitution, 
therefore  I  say  there  is  no  man  who  can  be  expelled  on  this  account 

Mr.  Brkckenridgb — I  do  not  see  how  gentlemen  can  constitutionally  stand 
on  this  floor  and  support  such  views,  when  the  constitution  provides  for  this 
matter  in  article  101  and  123,  and  the  members  are  solemnly  sworn  to  sup- 
port that  constitution.  I  claim  that  holding  any  office,  by  military  appoint- 
Blent  or  otherwise,  is  contrary  to  the  constitution.    Article  123  explicitly 
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states  that "  no  person  shall  hold  or  exercise  at  the  same  time  more  than  one 
civil  office  of  trust  or  profit,  except  that  of  justice  of  the  peace."  I  came 
here  to  act  honestly  and  conscientiously  and  to  uphold  the  constitution  in  all 
respects. 

Mb.  Kavanagh— Article  27  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  late  Conven- 
tion, of  which  my  friend,  Mr.  Burke,  was  a  member,  says :  *'  Each  House  of 
the  General  Assembly  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications t  elections  and  returns 
of  its  members."  I  think  that  no  member  holding  an  office  without  a  com- 
mission from  the  governor  is  considered  an  office-holder  under  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution.  I  do  not  consider  positions  held  under  the  cor- 
poration of  New  Orleans  to  be  the  offices  meant  by  the  articles  quoted,  and 
I  shall  vote  against  this  resolution. 

Mb.  Bach— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question  or  two,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  it  is  this :  Why  does  he  agitate  this  question  at  this  particular 
time  7  Was  not  a  committee  appointed  by  the  speaker  of  this  House  in 
regard  to  the  examination  of  the  credentials  of  members, for  their  admission 
or  rejection?  Did  not  that  committee  report  to  this  House,  and  was  not  that 
report  fiftvorably  received?  These  are  the  questions  which  I  would  like,  sir, 
to  have  the  gentleman  answer. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  move  that  the  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mb.  Howes— I  wish  to  oflFer  the  following : 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  by 
the  speaker  to  wait  on  his  excellency.  Gov.  Michael  Hahn,  and  ascertain 
his  legal  opinion  on  the  subject  now  before  the  House. 

Mb.  Kayanaoh— I  wish  the  gentlemen  of  this  House  to  fully  understand 
this,  that  the  governor  is  not  king  of  this  State. 

The  Speaker— I  will  put  the  question,  though  I  do  not  think  it  strictly  the 
province  of  the  governor  to  pass  upon  the  qualifications  of  the  members  of 
this  body.    The  House  has  that  privilege. 

Mr.  Baum— The  man  who  made  that  motion  has  no  sense. 

Mb,  Foley— The  subject  is  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mb.  Seymocr— I  move  the  resolution  be  rejected. 

Mb.  Howes— I  ofiered  that  resolution  with  the  intention  of  procuring  the 
legal  opinion  of  the  governor,  who  is  a  lawyer,  upon  this  matter. 

Mb.  Boudreaux— I  would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  a  member 
has  the  right  to  postpone,  indefinitely,  any  resolution  before  it  is  thorougly 
debated  ? 

Mb.  Kavanagu— I  will  state  to  the  House,  that  the  senators  and  represent- 
atives who  we,  or  rather  the  people,  have  elected,  are  not  in  a  position  or  con- 
dition, pecuniarily  speaking,  to  go  to  Washington.  If  they  are  not  admitted, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  sense  in  our  holding  these  daily  sessions,  passing 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


103 

laws,  and  in  other  ways  conducting  ourselves  as  if  oiur  civil  affairs  were 
faWj  established,  and  our  relations  with  the  general  government  firmly  set- 
tled. Our  actions  are  and  will  be  null  and  void,  nor  shall  we  ever  meet  in 
our  present  capacity  again,  except  we  consummate  the  end  we  have  so  long 
sought,  and  firmly  seat  both  our  senators  and  representatives  in  the  halls  of 
the  National  Congress.  Of  course  these  gentlemen  would  themselves  provide 
funds,  if  able,  but  they  are  not ;  and  since  that  is  the  case,  I  say  send  them  for 
God's  sake,  and  provide  the  necessary  means.  I  don't  wish  them  to  go  pen- 
niless OQ  so  important  a  mission,  but  to  possess  the  ability  of  frequenthag  those 
places  where  the  men  of  the  nation  resort,  that  through  mutual  acquaintance 
and  constant  contact  with  them,  our  position  may  be  more  fully  understood 
and  supported,  as  it  should  be,  by  the  leaders  in  politics  from  all  parts  of 
our  country.  Unless,  let  me  add,  in  conclusion,  these,  our  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives, are  admitted  as  they  should  be,  we  shall  live  under  a  military 
rule  more  strict  than  has  heretofore  ever  been  imposed  on  us,  and  we  may  as 
well  bid  farewell  to  the  establishment  of  civil  government  in  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Cbeigh— I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  He  is  only  telling  us  the  same 
thing  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  Kavaxagh— -Well,  sir,  I  hope,  then,  you  will  understand  it  by-and-by. 
I  have  a  half  hour  during  which  to  speak,  and  will  try  to  make  you  fully 
comprehend  my  position.  However,  I  will  merely  say,  that  I  think  U  is  our 
duty  to  pass  this  resolution,  and  furnish  such  means  as  will  secure  us,  if 
possible,  a  representative  in  Washington  during  the  coming  Congressional 
session. 

Mr.  Badgbr — Mr.  Speaker :  I,  for  one,  douH  see  anything  objectionable  in 
the  bill  offered.  Certainly,  only  two  or  three  of  the  getlemen  referred  to  in 
it  will  care  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege,  as  Messrs.  Bonzano,  Cutler, 
WelU  and  Mann— all  of  them  have  money.  Therefore,  as  the  resolution  can 
at  most  refer  to  but  two  or  three  cases,  I  am  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  LkwjS — On  a  former  occasion,  I  voted  for  an  appropriation  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  for  this  same  purpose ;  but  a  condition  was  attached  to 
that,  which  would  secure  the  payment  of  the  sums  advanced,  in  case  the 
parties  coming  under  its  terms  should  be  admitted  to  the  next  Congress. 

This  resolution,  however,  proposes  not  to  lend,  but  to  give  away  a  certain 
sum.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  who  offered  it  will  so  far  remodel  it  as  to 
provide  for  the  repayment  of  these  moneys,  I  believe  that  a  large  majority  of 
this  House  will  vote  for  its  adoption  ;  but  if  he  proposes  to  absolutely  give 
away  these  sums,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  McDon-nkll— Mr.  Speaker :  We  have  elected  senators  and  representa- 
tives to  Congress,  it  is  true ;  but  if  they  knew  or  supposed  that  they  could 
not  defray  their  own  expenses,  they  should  not  have  run.  [Applause.]  I 
believe  that  Messrs.  Bonzano  and  Field  can  pay  their  own  expenses  to 
Washington  and  back,  whether  they  are  received  or  not    If  they  are  received 
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any  of  tbem— they  receive  thirty  dollars  a  day,  and  can  afford  to  live  and 

pay  debts  besides.  I  cannot  understand  why  the  State  of  Louisiana,  embar- 
rassed as  she  is,  should  raise  this  money  to  pay  the  mileage  expenses  of 
members,  when  they,  themselves,  will  receive  that  as  soon  as  they  are 
admitted.  The  State  is  too  poor  to  allow  this  constant  squandering  of 
money,  which  is  going  on  every  day ;  and  impoverished  tax  payers  will  suffer 
much  to  pay  the  sums  so  profusely  thrown  away. 

Ma.  Burke— During  the  session  of  the  late  Convention,  much  money  was 
appropriated  to  defray  the  electioneering  expenses  of  Gov.  Hahn,  [cries  of 
"  out  of  order,"]  Dr.  Dostie,  and  others,  elected  as  officers  of  this  free  State 
government 

Mb.  Foley — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mb.  Katanaqh— The  gentleman  is  not  out  of  order.  I  insist  on  his  being 
heard. 

Mr.  Burke — An  appropriation  was  made,  I  say,  by  tiie  Convention,  to-^ 

Mb.  Ba.um~You  were  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Burke — ^Yes,  gentlemen,  that  appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpose 
of  making  Louisiana  a  Free  State. 

Mr.  Foley — What  has  that  to  do  with  this  matter  7 

The  Speaker— The  chair  wishes  to  know  what  connection  the  gentleman's 
remarks  have  with  the  subject  under  consideration  ? 

Mr.  Burke— I  merely  wish,  sir,  to  show  the  precedent  which  the  Conven- 
tion has  set  As  I  have  remarked,  this  money  was  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  free  state  government.  Grentlemen  seemed  to  think 
nothing  of  voting  away  large  sums  of  money  then,  but  now,  when  we  wish 
to  have  a  small  amount  disbursed,  to  carry  out  the  great  principles  which  we 
have  adopted,  they  seem  to  wish  to  embarrass  every  means  of  organizing 
our  glorious  free  state  government.  That  is  the  desire  of  the  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  Did  we  not  in  the  case  referred  to,  act  as  I 
have  stated,  besides  largely  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  elected  ? 
[Satirical  cries  of  "  No,  No ! "]  Now,  I  say,  in  conclusion,  for  I  am  no 
speaker,  that  I  am  for  the  loaning,  not  giving,  to  those  of  the  gentlemen  who 
need  it,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  that  they  may  defray  the 
expenses,  to  which  they  must  be  put,  in  their  attempts  to  have  Louisiana 
again  recognized  as  a  State  of  this  Union. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  just,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  gentleman  can 
really  entertain  so  penurious  ideas  as  to  refuse  the  adoption  of  my  propO' 
eition.  How  can  you  say  you  will  not  ?  The  State  of  Missouri  did  the 
same  thing,  when  she  held  her  convention  and  elected  delegates  to  Congress. 
So  did  Kansas,  and  so  has  almost  every  other  State  of  this  Union,  when 
seeking  for  admission,  from  the  commencement  of  our  confederation  to  the 
present  Why  then  should  citizens  of  Louisiana  refuse  to  do  the  same  thing  ? 
Can  you  say  you  will  not  advance  thid  small  amount  necessary  to  assist  our 
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Bfttional  lenaton  and  representaiiyes  in  their  effbrts  to  make  this  a  free 
State,  recognized  as  such  in  Congress  ? 

Hb.  Psabson — ^A  bill  was  passed  here  the  other  day,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concnrrence,  granting  a  loan  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  these 
gentlemen,  which  they  were  to  use  in  defraying  expenses,  and  to  be  refunded 
in  case  they  were  admitted.  Therefore,  I  think  this  discussion  is  entirely 
oat  of  order. 

Mr.  Potnot— a  bill  exactly  like  this,  in  its  provisions,  has  been  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence,  therefore,  this  is  all  out  of  order,  and  I  move  to 
lay  the  original  resolution  and  all  amendments  on  the  table. 

Kb.  Belden— I  have  ascertained'  that  the  bill  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concnr- 
lence  has  been  killed  ;  therefore,  tliis  matter  before  the  House  is  entirely  in 
order. 

Mb.  Poynot— Until  the  House  is  officially  informed  of  that  fact,  we  have 
no  right  to  take  any  action  ;  therefore,  I  renew  my  motion. 

Mb.  Foley— a  biU  or  resolution  cannot  be  tabled,  together  with  its 
amendments,  on  one  motion. 

The  motion  to  table  the  resolution  and  all  amendments,  was  put  and  lost* 

Mr.  Mbeks — I  move,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  money  loaned  be  refunded 
in  any  case. 

Mr.  Katanagh— The  State  has  expended  several  thousand  dollars  in  pay- 
ing electioneering  expenses,  but  our  Convention  was  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  endeavoring  to  restore  that  condition  of  affairs  which  once  existed. 
Now,  I  would  ask  yon,  gentlemen,  formerly  in  that  body,  who  have  spent  so 
much  money  unnecessarily,  if  yon  are  really  unwilling  to  appropriate  the 
pittance  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  forward  the  admission  of  the  first 
national  senators  and  representatives  to  the  first  Congress.  If  any  gentle- 
man has  reasons  for  refusing — and  Grod  only  knows  what  they  can  be — ^let 
Idm  give  them. 

As  for  the  assertion  that  Col.  Fields  has  ample  means,  I  will  state  that  he 
liimself  told  me  this  morning,  that  he  had  not.  This,  I  hope,  will  settie  that 
point. 

Thb  Speaker— Gentiemen :  The  only  question  is,  whether  the  bill  has 
been  returned  to  this  House  from  the  Senate.  It  has  not,  therefore,  I  shall 
entertain  no  further  proceedings  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Eoan— Before  the  order  of  the  day  is  taken  up,  I  move  for  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  in  relation  to  committee  clerks. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table.  I  want  the  names  of 
gentlemen  who  will  vote  to  spend  the  people's  money  unnecessarily ;  call 
tbe  yeas  and  nays,  if  you  please  ;  I  wish  to  throw  a  little  light  upon  this  sub- 
ject and  to  state  that  the  mc^ority  report  of  the  committee  favors  the  em- 
ployment of  thirty-three  clerks,  and  that  of  the  minority  report  advises  the 
employment  of  only  nineteen  clerks. 
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Bin.  Foij:y— Before  you  put  the  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  rule  26,  which  reads  aa  follows :  **  When  a  motion  has  been  once 
made  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any 
member  of  the  majority  to  move  for  a  reconsideration  thereof,  provided  It  in 
made  on  the  same  day,  or  next  sitting  day,  before  the  order  of  the  day  is 
taken  up." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  a  motloii 
was  made  to  suspend  the  rules  after  the  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  in 
order  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  this  subject  Now  the  gentleman  must  still 
suspend  the  rules  in  order  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  may  be  put  by  the 
chair.  • 

Mr.  Lewis— I  move  the  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  Speakei^— I  am  well  aware  of  the  rule,  but  it  is  under  extraordinary 
circumstances  that  I  grant  the  reconsideration  to-day.  Before  the  order  of 
the  day  was  taken  up,  on  yesterday,  there  was  a  motion  made  to  suspend 
the  rules  and  take  this  matter  up,  but  by  the  particular  course  of  the  House, 
the  member  was  cut  out  of  his  right  to  make  his  proposed  motion. 

Mb.  Foley— That  is  not  the  fault  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mbeks— Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  this  House  in 
discussing  a  motion  to  reconsider,  but  I  believe  it  is  out  of  order.  The  resolu- 
tion referred  to  was  adopted,  but  no  action  was  taken  on  the  majority  report. 
I  consider  that  there  can  be  no  reconsideration  of  that  as  a  complete  bill,  until 
action  is  taken  upon  the  majority  report  The  majority  report  must  he 
adopted  with  the  amendment,  and  the  whole  then  reconsidered,  because  it 
is  impossible  to  reconsider  the  part  of  a  resolution  or  bill.  I  call  for  the 
adoption  of  the  majority  report,  with  the  amendment 

Mb.  Todd — Mr.  Speaker,  and  members  of  the  House :  I  desire  your  atten- 
tion for  a  very  few  minutes,  to  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  now  before  this 
House.  To  obviate  all  unnecessary  verbiage,  I  have  reduced  my  remarks 
to  writing,  and  sincerely  hope  that  they  may  stand  on  the  record  as  a  proof 
that  I  have  entered  my  feeble  protest  against  the  abuse  of  time  and  money 
hitherto  unparallelled  in  the  annals  of  legislation. 

In  place  and  out  of  place,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  the  Third  Repre- 
sentative District  (Mr.  Foley)  has  been  heard  harping  upon  the  number  of 
clerks  appointed  by  the  committees  of  this  House,  until  the  subject  has 
become  as  trite  as  Horace  Greeley 's  promise  of  '*  the  three  hundred  thousand 
more  ; "  and,  in  spite  of  the  evident  disinclination  to  meddle  with  such  trivial 
matters,  to  the  exclusion  of  more  material  issues,  we  are  again  called  upon 
to  listen  to  the  gentleman^s  irrepressible  clerk  question.  [Laughter  and 
applause.] 

Now,  sir,  my  profession  is  one  that  requires  a  knowledge  of  figures,  and  I 
believe  that  I  am  capable  of  making  an  ordinary  computation  upon  certain 
fixed  data  given,  and  I  would  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact  that. 
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if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  time  that  he  has 
wasted  in  trying  to  force  this  House  to  stultify  itself,  he  will  find  that  his 
course  has  entailed  a  greater  loss  than  any  that  we  are  likely  lo  incur  from 
Bopemnmerary  clerks.  ^[Applause.] 

If  the  committees  of  this  House  are  not  capable  of  judging  of  their  own 
wants,  then  the  sooner  these  committees  are  dissolved,  the  better  for  the 
House.  If  the  committees  are  capable,  then  only  one  conclusion  remains, 
which  is,  that  they  are  venal  and  unworthy  of  the  high  trusts  imposed  upon 
Uiem. 

What  does  the  honorable  gentleman  charge  ?  Are  these  committees  incom- 
petent or  rascally?  That  would  seem  to  be  the  plain  Anglo-Saxon  of  the 
gentleman's  meaning.  The  next  time  he  introduces  a  resolution  touching 
this  matter,  I  hope  that  he  will  call  it  by  its  name,  viz :  "A  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption committee,  to  ascertain  whether  the  members  of  the  other  committees 
of  this  House  have  lost  either  their  senses  or  their  honesty." 

The  honorable  gentleman  belongs  to  that  class  who  would  argue  all  night 
to  prove  the  inestimable  blessings  attending  early  retiring— who  would  expend 
$10,000  to  prove  that  $5000  wis  just  fifty  cents  too  much ! 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  gentleman  with  ''  clerks  on  the  brain  "  will  subside 
for  a  season,  and  that  his  cry  of  committee  reform  may  grow  fainter  as  his 
ideas  of  economy  become  clearer. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  whereupon  the  House  adjourned 
until  12  M.,  to-morrow,  the  11th  Inst. 


Tuesday,  November  16,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  m.,  pursuant  to  an  adjournment.  Hon.  S.  Belden, 
speaker,  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Guion. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  state  auditor,  enclosing  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  House,  voting  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dufresne,  of  Iberville,  the 
mileage  and  per  diem  which  would  have  belonged  to  Mr.  Marionneaux,  who 
was  first  elected  from  the  same  parish,  but  refused  to  take  his  seat.  In 
accordance  with  the  attorney  general's  opinion,  the  auditor  refused  to  pay 
the  sum  voted  to  Mr.  Dufresne,  on  the  ground  that  the  gentleman  hocL 
performed  no  services  to  entitle  him  to  a  compensation,  and  that  any  such 
payment  as  the  one  proposed  would  be  in  direct  contravention  of  article  32. 
of  the  constitution. 

Mil,  Kavanaoh — Mr.  Speaker  :  I  move  the  rejection  of  that  communica- 
tion, as  I  do  not  think  we  are  here  to  receive  any  directions  at  all  from  Dr. 
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Doetie.  I  think  we  are  capable  of  condacting  the  affairs  of  the  House 
without  any  of  his  assistance. 

Mr.  Laster — I  thinlL  the  communication  is  perfectly  correct  and  mo^e  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Kavanagh—Is  the  question  open  for  debate  ? 

The  SPEAKER—It  is. 

Mr.  Kayanaqh— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  think  this  House  has  no  need  of  any 
instruction  from  Dr.  Dostie.  It  is  capable  of  judging  of  the  rights  of  its  own 
members  and  of  their  rights  to  compensation,  as  it  may  think  proper.  The 
auditor  is  a  public  officer,  and  we,  the  people,  have  placed  him  in  his 
position.  I  hope  the  House  will  reject  his  suggestions,  because,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  time  enough  for  him  to  send  his  views  to  this  body  when  he  is 
asked  for  them — which  we  never  sluill  do,  as  we  have  had  enough  of  them 
already. 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker  :  Inasmuch  as  the  last  speaker  has  been 
allowed  to  go  on  and  deliver  himself  of  a  tirade  against  the  state  auditor, 
which  was  entirely  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for,  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  in  defence  of  that  official. 

The  action  of  this  House  in  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iberville,  is  well  known.  The  gentleman  applied  to  the  auditor  for  payment 
of  his  salary  during  the  time  when  he  was  not  here,  or  even  elected.  The 
auditor  is  the  public  accountant  and  is  responsible  to  this  House  for  his 
action  on  questions  of  this  kind — his  duties  being  defined  by  law.  The 
auditor  seems  to  have  thought  that  it  was  unconstitutional  for  him  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  salary  referred  to,  for  services  which  had  not  been  rendered  ; 
then  it  occurred  to  him  that  before  he  paid  that  sum,  he  would  ask  informa- 
tion from  the  legal  attorney  of  the  State  upon  the  subject  I  contend,  sir, 
that  this  action  was  very  proper,  and  that  whenever  the  auditor  feels  that  he 
would  not  be  entirely  justified  in  paying  out  moneys,  he  should  thus  appeal, 
as  he  did,  to  the  State  attorney.  That  official  decided  against  the  legality  of 
making  the  payment  directed  by  the  House,  and  therefore  the  auditor  tells 
you  that  he  does  not  at  all  doubt  the  right  of  this  House  to  make  the 
proposed  appropriation ;  but,  as  it  is  clearly  contrary  to  constitutional 
enactmenta  and  the  laws  defining  his  duUes,  he  must  refuse  to  pay  the  sum 
required. 

Now  in  regard  to  receiving  of  the  auditor's  communication,  the  House 
ought  not  to  be  so  discourteous  as  to  refuse  so  to  do,  but  should  entertain 
it,  and  then  take  whatever  action  is  necessary  to  force  the  auditor,  if  such 
course  is  desiiable  to  take,  to  pay  the  amount.  ^  If  the  payment  of  this 
money  is  contrary  to  constitutional  enactments,  it  is  proper  that  it  should 
not  be  disbursed.  I  hope  that  the  House  will  refer  this  whole  matter  to  a 
committee,  in  order  that  it  may  be  properly  investigated. 

Mr.  S.  Belben— Mr.  Speaker :  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  consider  this  mat- 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


109 

tor  inrther,  and  all  that  should  be  done  is  to  rescind  the  resolution,  and  to 
glre  the  gentleman  just  what,  and  no  more,  than  he  is  entitled  to  under  the 
constitution. 

While  sitting  as  speaker  of  the  House,  I  had,  from  the  first,  doubts  as  to 
the  propriety  or  legal  right  of  the  gentleman  to  receive  a  single  cent  for 
•Dy  period  beyond  the  actual  time  that  he  has  been  a  member  of  this  House. 
I  hold  that  the  objection  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  is  perfectly 
proper  and  tenable,  whether  he  has  or  not  the  right,  which  I  do  not  doubt 
for  a  moment,  to  decide  in  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  any  payment 
He  has  simply  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
legislated  in  an  unconstitutional  manner,  by  allowing  one  of  our  members 
e«rtain  pay  to  which  he  was  not  entitled. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  the  date  fVom  which  payment  was  to  begin 
(the  third  of  October),  by  the  warrant  clerk  of  our  House,  who,  it  seems, 
had  been  approached  by  the  claimant.  Upon  understanding,  however,  that 
pay  was  to  date  from  the  beginning  of  the  session,  he  refused  to  sign  a  war- 
rant, and  referred  the  matter  to  me.  I,  very  properly,  referred  it  in  turn  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  who  refbsed,  rightly,  to  sign  it, 
and  then  came  the  resolution  of  this  House,  authoriidng  payment 

I  think  it  may  be  necessary  for  us,  in  order  to  relieve  the  auditor  of 
responsibility,  to  rescind  that  unconstitutional  resolution,  by  which  we,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy  and  respect,  proposed  to  give  the  gentleman  certain 
emolnments,  and  leave  him  to  receive  compensation  for  actual  services  only. 

I  consider  it  necessary  to  make  these  remarks,  that  my  position,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  a  lawyer,  knowing  something  of  the  constitution  of 
the  State,  may  be  understood.  I  regard  it  as  necessary  for  this  House  to 
reconsider  its  action,  and  place  itself  upon  the  constitution,  fairly  and 
squarely,  however  much  it  may  desire  to  tender  the  proposed  mark  of 
courtesy  to  the  gentieman  from  Iberville. 

Mb.  Dufresxb— I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  the  claim  in  question,  as  I  wish 
nothing  done  contrary  to  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Laster  presented  a  resolution,  formally  withdrawing  the  obnoxious 
enactoient 

Mb.  Chbistie— I  would  suggest,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  gentleman  has  with- 
drawn his  application,  thereby  precluding  any  further  action  upon  the  sub- 
ject, though  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  resolution  rescinded. 

Mb.  Vv&JiS—We  are  not  to  be  guided  by  the  ipse  diaui  of  any  mafi,  for  the 
judgment  of  every  one  is  not  infallible.  If  his  opinion  is  contrary  to  the 
mclion  of  the  House,  I  would  still  maintain  that  Mr.  DufVesne  was  entitled  to 
his  salary.  He  was  virtually  elected  on  the  3d  of  October.  The  member 
who  was  elected  at  first  to  represent  his  constituents  in  this  hall  declined  to 
accept,  fbr  certain  reasons,  of  which  we  know  little  and  care  less.  I  know  of 
no  article  of  Uie  constitution  that  prevents  a  party  who  has  been  duly  elected 
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from  receiving  the  salary  to  which  he  it  entitled.  If  do  sabsequent  electioii 
had  taken  place,  the  party  first  elected  would  have  received  his  salary  with- 
out objection,  from  the  first,  and  I  know  of  nothing  that  precludes  Mr. 
Dufresne  from  receiving  his  salary  also. 

Mr.  Prescoit — I  beg  to  dissent  in  ioto  from  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man. He  has  told  us  that  Mr.  Dufresne  is  as  much  entitled  to  the  salary  we 
voted  him,  as  any  member  of  this  House;  but  how  he  can  make  an  assertion 
so  utterly  illogical,  I  am  unable  to  explain.  Those  gentlemen  who  have 
labored  here  daily  have  all,  I  presume,  earned  the  salary  which  they  have 
received.  Mr.  Dufresne  was  not  here.  He  has  not  served  the  Stafe  or 
rendered  it  any  service  during  the  period  included  between  October  3d  and 
the  date  of  his  election.  How  can  he  be  entitled  to  money  for  which  he  has 
rendered  no  equivalent  ?  I  say  it  with  all  fespect  to  the  gentleman,  for  I 
have  none  but  the  kindest  feeling  towards  him,  but  I  am  speaking  of  the 
principle  involved.  If  we  establish  a  principle  of  this  kind,  it  may  bring  us 
into  serious  controversy  with  the  officers  of  the  State,  and  will  lay  down  a 
precedent  which  may  lead  to  injurious  consequences. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was  then  carried. 

A  memorial  from  the  administrators  of  Charity  Hospital  was  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions. 

A  bill  flrom  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  the  State  tax 
collector  was  adopted  on  Its  second  reading. 

The  Committee  on  Banks  and  Banking  submitted  a  report  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  ofiered  the  following  resolution : 

Rescivedf  That  the  further  publication  of  the  official  minutes  in  the  True 
Delta  newspaper  be  immediately  discontinued. 

Be  U  further  resolved^  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish  the  official 
reporters  with  the  minutes  of  each  day's  proceedings  in  time  for  publication 
in  the  Era  or  Times  newspapers  of  the  following  morning  after  their 
approval. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Michel  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  member  of  this  House  be  allowed  to  retire 
during  the  session  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  speaker. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Belden  offered  the  following : 

WhereaSf  Owing  to  the  vast  amount  of  business  this  Legislature  has  to 
perform,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  member  to  be  in  strict  attendance  at 
the  hour  appointed  to  meet  each  day  at  12  o'clock  M. ; 

Be  U  resolvedj  That  in  case  any  member  fail  to  attend,  unless  excused  by 
sickness  or  some  other  cause  satisfactory  to  a  majority  of  the  House,  he  will 
forfeit  his  per  diem. 

And  be  it  further  resdvedj  That  no  member  will  be  allowed  to  leave  tiie 
House,  while  in  session,  for  a  longer  time  than  fifteen  minutes,  unless  excused 
for  a  longer  time  by  a  migority  of  the  House. 
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Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Haman  offered  the  following  reeolutioii : 

Besclvedt  That  any  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  who  absents 
himself  for  three  saccessive  days  without  the  consent  of  the  House,  shall  for- 
feit his  per  diem,  and  if  he  absents  himself  for  six  successive  days,  his  seat 
riudl  be  declared  vacant 

Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  bill  providing  for  the  recording  of  marriages  was  taken  up, 
and  the  nnfiivorable  report  of  the  committee  read. 

Mb.  Todd— I  move  the  report  be  received  and  the  bill  rejected. 

Mr.  Dbjean — Grentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  this  bill  do  not,  in  my  opin- 
ion, take  into  consideration  the  great  inconvenience  to  which  parties  not 
only  in  Louisiana,  but  also  in  foreign  countries,  are  occasionally  subjected. 
This  bUl  requires  that  all  marriages  celebrated  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
as  well  as  the  parishes,  shall  be  recorded.  The  first  principle  in  law,  as  well 
as  in  equity  is,  to  ascertain  what  is  the  object  of  law.  What  is  the  purpose 
tor  whidi  we  are  called  into  this  House?  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
law  which  will  be  detrimental  to  the  community,  and  subvert  the  interests  of 
tiie  people?  I  say,  we  are  called  upon  to  enact  such  laws  as  will  promote 
the  interests  of  the  people  at  large.  What  is  the  object  of  this  bill?  It  is 
that  every  marriagd  celebrated  throughout  Uie  State  of  Louisiana  shall  be 
placed  on  record.  It  is  well  known  that  many  oases  have  occurred  in  our 
courts  of  justice,  where  the  whole  result  depended  on  the  evidence  offered 
to  prove  the  legitimacy  of  the  parties.  They  have  gone  to  the  record  of 
marriages  and  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary  evidence.  I  think 
it  only  just  that  Uiis  matter  should  be  attended  to,  by  setting  apart  a  special 
office,  in  which  all  the  marriages  in  the  city  and  State  shall  be  recorded. 
Suppose  a  succession  opens  in  France,  or  any  other  foreign  country,  where 
the  legitimacy  of  the  heirs  is  not  admitted,  and  the  result  depends  entirely 
upon  the  documents  which  are  produced  from  the  State  of  Louisiana.  If  the 
parties  are  unable  to  obtun  this  proof,  what  is  the  result?  They  will  be 
deprived  of  their  rights,  however  clear  the  case  may  be.  Some  time  since  a 
case  occurred  in  France.  The  parties  were  married  in  Louisiana,  and  their 
diildren  were  bom  there,  and  thehr  rights  of  inheritance  were  established  by 
the  laws  of  Louisiana.  When  the  case  came  before  the  French  tribunals,  all 
the  necessary  measures  were  taken  to  procure  the  documents  here  necessary 
to  establish  their  claims  as  heirs,  but  they  were  unable  to  find  them,  and 
tbeir  rights  were  consequently  lost  to  them.  I  hope  gentlemen  who  oppose 
the  bill  will  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  of  an  office  where  these 
records  can  be  kept,  and  be  found  whenever  they  may  be  wanted. 

M&.  Prescott— Gentlemen  of  the  House,  probably,  have  all  read  Shak- 
speare,  and  remember  that  he  thought  it  was  an  absurdity  to  "gild  refined 
gold  or  paint  the  lily.*'    I  perfectly  coincide  with  him,  if  he  did  live  nearly 
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three  hundred  years  ago,  and  the  remark  is  as  applicable  now  as  when  it  was 
written.  Is  the  gentleman  aware  that,  under  the  present  law,  these  certificates 
have  to  be  issued  ?  They  are  issued  by  the  cleriL  of  the  court,  and  he  retains 
one,  and  one  is  sent  to  Ihe  party  performing  the  marriage.  When  the  mar- 
riage is  performed,  the  certificate,  aft«r  being  properly  signed  by  the  justice 
or  clergyman  and  witnesses,  is  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  deposited 
in  a  safe  place,  and  open  to  the  inspection  of  all. 

I  believe  this  law  has  been  in  existence  a  long  time — at  least,  it  was  no 
new  law  fifteen  years  ago — and  I  consider  it  all  that  is  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  bill  before  the  House  is  neither  an  amendment  nor  an  improve- 
ment ;  therefore,  I  consider  it  superfluous  legislating,  to  use  the  mildest  term. 
I  believe  it  has  a  deeper  object— of  creating  a  sinecure  office  in  this  State, 
and  more  than  that,  in  every  parish.  Remembering  the  condition  of  the 
country,  and  the  depleted  state  of  the  treasury,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  all 
such  offices,  and  shall  vote  against  the  bill,  for  I  consider  it  unnecessary, 
and  nothing  but  a  scandalous  waste  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Mebks— I  think  the  gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken  in  regard  to  its 
being  a  sinecure  office.  The  office  will  not  be  supported  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  State.  I  move  the  bill  be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  CHRiSTiE—IJnder  the  law,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  all  marriages 
that  take  place  in  the  State  shall  be  recorded,  and  I  consider  this  only  an 
excuse  to  raise  a  few  extra  **  fifty  cents  "  for  the  benefit  of-  some  gentlemen, 
the  incumbents  of  these  offices.  It  is  probably  intended  to  make  the  office  of 
recorder  of  births  and  deaths  a  little  more  lucrative.  It  is  putting  the  citizens 
of  the  State  to  a  useless  expense.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  has  entered 
into  a  long  disquisition  on  the  importance  of  this  measure.  There  is  no 
importance  in  it.  We  have  already,  all  the  statutory  law  that  is  needed  on 
this  subject,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  desirable  to  put  the  citizens  of  the 
State  to  any  extra  expense  in  this  connection. 

The  law  defines  how  and  where  the  records  shall  be  kept,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible for  a  party  to  fsdl  in  seeing  them,  wherever  he  may  come  fh)m. 

Mb.  Dbjean— The  gentleman  seems  to  insinuate  that  we  are  actuated  by 
selfish  and  individual  interests.  Sir,  I  characterize  the  accusation  as  false 
and  unfounded.  We  are  called  by  the  voice  of  the  people  to  legislate  for 
their  welfare,  and  I  should  be  a  traitor  to  the  trust  confided  in  me,  if  I  was 
to  concur  in  the  passage  of  any  bill  that  I  conscientiously  deemed  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  the  people.  I  am  actuated  by  higher  and  purer  motive 
than  individual  interest,  and  if  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large  comes 
in  conflict  with  my  own,  that  personal  interest  must  sink  beneath  the  other. 
The  assertion  that  it  was  intended  to  establish  a  sinecure  office  to  fkvor, 
pecuniarily,  a  few  in^viduals  to  the  detriment  of  the  community,  has  no 
foundation  at  alL     Instead  of  being  a  source  of  expenditure  to  the  public,  it 
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will  b€  a  source  of  economj.  Does  the  public  lose  by  having  all  the  mar- 
riages recorded  at  a  special  office  ?  Id  the  case  of  proof  of  marriage  to 
establish  a  succession,  who  is  the  loser?  It  is  the  community,  in  which 
great  injustice  may  be  done.  If  it  were  a  source  of  expenditure  to  the  State, 
I  would  be  as  much  opposed  to  it  as  any  man  in  the  House,  but  I  look  upon 
the  bill  as  necessary,  and  hope  it  will  be  fairly  considered  before  being 
acted  upon. 

Mb.  Mksks— I  moye  the  bill  be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Friday. 

Carried. 

The  bill  regulating  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  ot  the  peace,  was  adopted 
on  its  second  reading. 

An  act  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  carrying  on  the  revenue  of  the  State 
was  taken  up  on  its  final  reading,  and  adopted  by  the  following  vote— yeas 
52,  nays  11. 

An  act  to  provide  a  homestead  for  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
persons,  was  adopted  on  its  third  reading — yeas  64,  nays  1. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  senators  and  represen- 
tatives to  caucus,  to  use  their  influence  to  have  a  post  office  re-established  in 
Algiers,  was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  adopted  by  the  following 
Tote— yeas  58,  n^  4. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Wednesday,  Nov.  16th. 


Wednksoat,  November  16, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  m.,  and  the  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  adopted  as  read. 

A  memorial  from  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Schools  for  the  educa- 
tionof  colored  children,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Education. 

Mr.  Prescott  presented  the  following  resolution : 

Besolvedf  That  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  True  Delta  be  officially 
notified  that  the  printing  of  the  laws  and  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be,  ft-om  and  after  this  date,  discontinued  in  their  paper,  and  if 
Continued  after  this  date,  no  compensation  will  be  granted  therefor,  the  con- 
tzBct  (or  such  printing  being  hereby  annulled. 

And  be  U  further  resolved,  That  the  reporters  of  this  House  are  hereby 
instructed  to  furnish  tiie  editors  of  the  New  Orleans  Times  and  Era  with 
correct  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  every  evening,  in  time  for 
publication  in  their  respective  papers. 

Mr.  Laloire— I  move  It  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Creigh— We  had,  on  yesterday,  a  resolution  of  the  same  tenor,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Prbsooit— Mr.  Speaker :  I  brought  that  resolution  forward,  with  the 
h8 
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riew  of  moving  a  recoDsideratdon  of  the  vote  taken  on  yesterday.  My  reaaons 
for  80  doing  are  simply  these : 

The  discussion  of  this  subject  is  very  uninteresting  to  me.  Many  of  uB, 
probably,  have  read  the  story  of  the  mice,  in  Homer,  which  is  just  about  as 
attractive,  and  interests  me  just  about  as  much  as  does  this  matter.  But  it 
has  been  much  discussed  in  the  public  prints,  in  regard  to  saving  of  public 
money ;  and  one  paper  (the  Era)  says  that  several  thousand  dollcM^  can  be 
secured  to  the  State,  by  discontinuing  the  publications  referred  to.  I  think 
he  is  mistaken,  and  have  in  my  possession  means  to  satisfy  every  gentleman 
of  this  House,  and  the  community  at  large — 

Mb.  Potnot— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order.    There  is  a  motion  to  table* 

Mr.  Pbbsoott— I  ask  to  be  heard,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy. 

Mb.  Chuibbblain— Instead  of  "  reporters,"  I  move  that  "  secretary  "  be 
inserted. 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  question  of  tabling. 

Mit.  FoYNOT— I  insist  on  every  gentleman's  voting. 

Mb.  Todd — I  do  not  wish  to  vote,  as  I  do  not  like  to  see  this  House  stultify- 
ing itself  by  bringing  up  this  matter  from  day  to  day.  Therefore,  I  ask  to 
be  excused. 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Todd— I  vote  "  no.*' 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost — yeas  20,  nays  46. 

Mb.  Pbesoott — Mr.  Speaker  :  There  are  certain  statements  afloat  in 
regard  to  this  subject  which  should  be  corrected.  For  instance,  the  "  Era  " 
^ys  that  several  thousand  dollars  could  be  saved  to  the  State  by  rescinding 
our  contract  with  the  *'  True  Delta."  Now,  I  this  morning  called  upon  the 
editor  of  the  '*  Times  "  newspaper  and  got  him  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
expense,  which  he  svys  is  about  eight  d&llars  a  day,  or  from  two  hundred  to 
two  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  a  month.  That  may  be  considered  as 
ofBciaT,  for  as  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  this  editor  and  obtain 
facts,  did  not  do  so,  I  did  it  of  my  own  accord.  The  different  statements 
from  private  sources  and  appearing  in  the  newspapers,  were  so  utterly 
irreconcilable,  that  I  went  to  the  fountain  head. 

I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  House  with  the  view  of  making  a 
reputation  as  an  orator,  for  I  am  a  business  man,  without  reference  to  any 
other  subject  than  business ;  and  my  object  Is  to  present  the  facts  to  this 
House  and  the  public  in  regard  to  this  question  of  printing  ;  for  small  as  tiie 
matter  is.  It  has  led  to  bitter  controversy,  and  we  are  charged  with  an 
extravagance  of  which  I  think  this  House  is  not  guilty,  in  my  opinion,  as  I 
consider  it  characterized  by  the  most  sordid  parsimony. 

Mb.  MKBKs--Mr.  Speaker  :  That  same  resolution  was  presented  by  the 
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Printing  Committee  and  Toted  down,  on   which  occasion,  I  believe   ttie 
gentleman's  vote  was  recorded  against  it 

Mr.  Badobbt-I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  is 
anj  other  State  in  the  Union  bat  what  has  an  official  paper  to  publish  the 
proceedings  of  its  Legislature  ? 

Mh.  Todd — I  more  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of 
three. 

On  a  motion  to  table  this  last,  a  division  was  called,  resulting— yeas 
32,  nays  19. 

Mb.  MiOHBir— There  is  no  quorum. 

Mb.  Potxot— There  is  a  quorum  in  the  House. 

Tbb  SPBAXBB>-That  is  the^case,  but  I  will  put  the  question  again,  to  save 
the  time  of  the  House. 

The  motion  to  table  was  again  put  and  declared  tabled,  when,  on  motion 
put,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Printing.    [Applause.] 

The  petition  of  the  Rev.  J.  Mc€ree,  Roman  Catholic  priest  of  the  parish  of 
8L  Maiy,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions. 

The  committe  to  investigate  the  alleged  firauds  conunitted  by  the  seigeant- 
at-arms  of  the  late  Constitutional  Convention  and  sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
present  Legislature,  presented  a  preliminary  report 

Mb.  Rioqs— Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  inform  the  House,  that  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  (Mr.  Foley)  was  not  present  at  the  time  at  which  this  state- 
ment was  made  by  the  witness,  his  child  having  died  on  the  day  of  the  exam- 
ination. Only  another  of  the  committee  and  myself  were  present  when  the 
gentleman  making  the  statement  just  submitted  came  in  with  his  books,  etc., 
when  we  told  him  we  would  make  a  kind  of  preliminary  examination.- 

Mb.  FoLST— Mr.  Speaker :  If  I  understand  the  reason  for  making  tliis 
report,  it  is  to  show  the  members  of  this  House  that  we  have  in  our  employ, 
ment  a  man  who  is  unworthy  of  our  confidence ;  as  I  think  the  report  does 
show  Uiat'and,  therefore,  I  move  his  discharge  f^om.his  pref  ent  position. 

Mb.  Kavanaob— I  second  that  motion. 

Mb.  Chambbbuuk— Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  rise  to  extenuate  the  ikult  or 
guilt  of  the  sergeant-aVarms,  but  I  most  positively  decline  taking  any  action 
in  this  matter  until  that  gentleman  is  arraigned  before  the  bar  of  this  House 
and  given  an  opportunity  to  defend  himself;  'and,  'therefore,  I  insist  that 
he  be  placed  under  arrest  by  the  assistant  sergeant-at-arms,  and  be  so  brought 
before  us,  to  answer  to  the  indictment  presented  In  (his  report  I  think  tills 
should  be  done,  and  thit  it  is  absolutely  necessary  he  should  be  lawfully 
arraigned,  witnesses  called  and  he  be  allowed  counsel. 

Mr.  SETMocB—lfr.  Speaker :  I  agree  with  the  gentleman,  believing,  also, 
Aat  we  should  defer  our  action  until  all  the  reports  have  been  banded  In  ; 
we  shall  have  another  in  two  or  three  days. 

Mb.  Tullt— I  believe  from  the  tenor  of  this  report,  that  there  are  other 
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transactions,  the  investigation  of  which  will  be  attended  by  the  same  resnlt 
as  has  this  one  under  consideration.     Mr.  Markey,  even,  has  not  been  fully 
^zamined,  and  when  the  committee  has  reported  in*  fall,  the  matter  must  be 
referred  to  the  courts  of  the  country.    I  do  not  think  we  can  try  the  case. 
•     Mr.  Chamberuu^i— Yes,  sir,  we  have  the  power  under  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Seymour— The  law  supposes  a  man  to  be  innocent  till  he  is  proveo 
gpiilty,  and  I  think,  under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
wait 

Mr.  Meeks — I  think  the  sergeant-at-arms  should  be  suspended  from  his 
position  in  this  House,  and  required  to  give  bonds,  for  his  appearance  when 
called  on. 

Mr.  Rigos^I  would  say  that  Ur.  Markey  was  not  on  oath,  and  this  is  ^m- 
ply  a  preliminary  investigation.  I  asked  him  if  these  were  the  books  that  he 
had  when  he  sold  the  brandy.  He  said  they  were.  I  told  him  at  a  fViture 
day  he  might  be  summoned  as  a  witness  in  this  case,  to  state  the  facts  as 
they  existed.  This  report  is  simply  the  statement  of  Mr.  Markey.  I  think, 
in  justice  to  the  gentleman  implicated,  be  should  bring  him  before  the 
House,  and  allow  him  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Bocdreaux— I  do  not  see  anything  definite  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  we  have  not  given  Mr.  De  Goursey  a  chance  to  defend  himself. 
I  hope  an  opportunity  will  be  given  before  any  action  is  taken. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  think  that  at  the  present  time  any  action  in  the  premises 
would  be  impolitic  and  unadvisable.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  only  a  por- 
"  tion  of  the  report,  but,  with  a  little  patience,  I  have  no  doubt  the  matter 
will  be  fully  investigated.  I  trust  that  the  members  will  place  the  subject 
in  the  hands  of  the  law  oflBcers  of  this  State,  and  they  will  prosecute  the 
sergeant-at-arms,  and,  if  possible,  make  him  disgorge  ;  but  I  am  opposed  to 
any  premature  action.  If  any  other  gentleman  is  concerned  in  this  affair,  I 
wish  him  to  be  proceeded  against,  also. 

Mr.  Pearson — ^This  is  not  the  report  of  the  committee  ;  it  is  only  the  state* 
ment  of  one  or  two  of  its  members.  I  would  move  that  the  matter  be 
dropped  until  a  proper  report  is  made. 

The  motion  to  dismiss  the  sergeat-at-arms,  was  amended  to  suspend  him 
firom  further  duty,  and  require  him  to  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  hi» 
appearance  to  answer  any  charges. 

A  motion  to  table  this,  was  lost,  and  the  above  motion  carried,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bovee,  Bouligny,  Buckley,  Brown,  Badger,  Burke,  Bou- 
dreauz,  Breckenridge,  Belden  R.  L.,  Brooks,  Cook,  Oreigh,  Collins,  Chamber- 
lain, Christie,  Corley,  Danel,  Dejean,  Dufresne,  Egan,  Ennis,  Foley,  Gannon, 
Griffith,  Harnan,  Howes,  Haberlin,  Hawkins,  Hawthorne,  Ingram,  Kavanagh, 
Kleas,  Lester,  Lewis,  McCann,  McGuire,  Miller  W.  D.,  Miller  R.  M.,  Meeks, 
Maas.  Marie,  Prescott,  Robinson^  Rotg^,  Riggs,  Schillang,  Seymour,  Senette, 
Van  Tromp,  Woodward--60. 
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NATS—Measrs.  Baogs,  Duane,  Evans,  Henratty,  Laloire,  McDonnell,  Michel, 
Nephler,  O'Conner,  Pearson,  St.  Martin,  Shaw,  Tally,  Todd,  Walsh,  Waters, 
Wheeler— 17. 

Mr.  Kayanagh—I  move  that  the  speals^r  instruct  the  assistant  sergeant-at- 
arms  to  arrest  Mr.  DeCoursey,  and  keep  him  nnder  arrest  until  the  bond 
is  given. 

Mr.  SETifouR-Mr.  DeCoursey  is  worth  $100,000,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  need  of  taking  any  such  action. 

Mr.  Folbt — I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  need  of  placing  him  under  arrest 
He  is  a  responsible  man  and  is  not  going  to  leave  the  country. 

Mr.  Potnot— I  move  the  assistant  sergeant-at  arms  be  instructed  to  notify 
Mr.  DeCoursey  of  the  resolution  passed  here,  and  request  him  to  give  the 
bond,  and  thus  not  arrest  him. 

Mb.  Chamberlain — We  have  passed  a  resolution  requiring  him  to  give  the 
bond,  but  to  whom  ?  It  does  not  state  who  it  shall  be  given  in  fovor  of,  nor 
what  the  penalty  shall  be  if  he  fails  to  comply.  I  assert,  this  body  is  the 
highest  tribunal  in  the  State,  and  has  a  right  to  imprison,  not  only  its  officers, 
but  Its  members,  for  improper  behavior  or  contempt  Therefore,  I  move  that 
the  assistant  sergeant-at-arms  b.e  instructed  to  bring  him  before  this  House, 
and  that  he  be  compelled  to  give  the  bond  required  by  the  resolution,  or  be 
fient  to  jail.  This  is  our  duty.  I  am  sorry  the  report  was  made  before  it 
was  final,  since  it  has  caused  action  that  should  not  have  taken  place  until 
the  proper  report  was  rendered. 

Mr.  Todd— The  assistant  sergeant-at-arms  is  not  an  officer  of  the  House, 
and  has  no  right  to  arrest  Mr.  DeCoursey.  It  will  be  necessary  to  appoint 
him  sergeant-at-arms  pro  iein.  to  do  this. 

Mb.  Foley — I  oflfer  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  Mr.  M.  DeCoursey,  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Houbo  of  Repre- 
sentatives, has  been  suspended  from  service  of  the  House  of  Representatives; 

Eesolved,  That  Mr.  U.  D.  Terrebonne,  assistant  sorgeant-at-arms  of  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives,  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  act  as  sergeant-at- 
arms  of  this  House,  instead  of  Mr.  DeCoursey,  until  further  notice. 

Adopted. 

A  motion  to  table  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kavanagh  was  lost,  and  that  motion 
adopted. 

The  Senate  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  regu- 
late the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  in 
certain  cases,^  "  came  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  was  referred  back  to  the 
Senate  for  the  insertion  of  the  provisions  repealed. 

An  act  to  provide  a  lien  law  for  the  benefit  of  mechanics,  laborers,  and 
persons  furnishing  building  materials,  was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading  and 
Adopted. 

An  act  relative  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  was 
taken  up  on  its  final  reading. 
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Mr.  CHAMBERL4TN— I  move  that  sections  27  and  28  be  stricken  out  Thejr 
are  irrelevant,  and  have  no  right  to  be  there. 

Oarried. 

Mr.  Sbtmour— In  the  first  line  of  section  14, 1  move  to  strilce  oat "  may/^ 
and  insert  "shall." 

Carried. 

The  bill  was  adopted  on  its  third  reading,  by  the  following  vote— yeas  53, 
nays  1. 

There  being  no  quomm,  the  House  a^'oomed  until  12  il,  Thursday^ 
November  17th. 


Thursday,  November  17, 1864.  , 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman 
offered  prayer,  and  a  quorum  being  present,  the  minutes  were  adopted  a» 
read,  excepting  the  correction  of  Mr.  Riggs,  to  the  effect  that  the  DeCoursey 
investigatiog  committee  presented,  on  yesterday,  "a  statement,"  not 
"testimony." 

The  usual  committee  reports  presented  nothing  of  importance. 

Mr.  Todd — Mr.  Speaker  :  I  believe  that  there  is  some  money  belonging  to 
the  internal  improvement  and  school  funds,  which  I  would  like  to  aee 
transferred  to  the  State  that  we  may  have  the  use  of  it,  and  I  therefore  g^ve 
notice  of  my  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  that  transfer. 

Mr.  Chambbrlun — ^I  move  that  the  rule  requiring  one  day's  notice  of 
intention  to  introduce  a  bill,  be  suspended,  that  this  may  be  taken  up  for 
consideration  to-day. 

Mr.  Foley— I  am  opposed  to  that,  Mr.  Speaker ;  for  the  people  'say, 
truly,  that  if  a  bill  comes  up  to  put  money  into  our  pockets,  it  goes  through 
immediately.    I  hope  the  bill  will  be  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost 

An  act  was  presented  from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  adoption  of  childreo, 
being  called  np, 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary* 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  that  one  hundred  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— It  is  one  of  our  rules,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  when  a  com- 
mittee reports  favorably  on  a  bill,  they  order  it  to  be  printed  and  placed  od 
each  member's  desk.  It  has  not  been  done  heretofore,  but  I  trust  that  the 
committees  will  hereafter  do  so,  when  occasion  requires. 

Mr.  Foley— I  believe  that  refers  only  to  important  reports,  as  to  print  all 
reports  would  be  to  incur  great  unnecessary  expense. 

The  Speaker— The  chair  decided  that  when  a  committee  recommend  » 
bill  for  printing,  it  shall  be  printed. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  harbormasters  of  New  Orleans. 
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Mb.  Chambbbliik— Do«8  that  act.  Mr.  Speaker,  inoliide  the  one  which  is  to 
teiepealed? 

Ted  Spbakib— No,  sir ;  the  section  rays  not 

Mb.  Chamberlain —Then  I  move,  sir,  that  it  be  rejected,  as,  according  to 
article  119  of  the  constitution,  such  an  incorporation  is  necessary. 

The  motion  for  rejection  was  carried. 

An  act  for  the  abolition  of  the  saperintendent  of  pablio  school  education, 
was  then  taken  up. 

Mb.  Christib— I  move  that  be  rejected. 

Mb.  Chambbrlaix— I  object  to  that  motion. 

Mb.  fi^AYANAGH — As  this  is  an  important  matter,  I  hope  the  yeas  and  nays 
will  be  called  on  the  question. 

The  last  motion  was  lost 

Mb.  Folbt—I  would  like  to  hear  the  reason  of  the  gentleman  who  pre* 
seated  the  bill. 

Mb.  Habxan — Mr.  Speaker :  I  introduced  the  bill  for  these  reasons :  I  find 
tiiat  the  gentleman  referred  to  has  not  made  one  Biogle  report  of  his  own, 
but  has  merely  appointed  commissioners  in  some  of  the  parishes.  The  office 
b  eimply  a  sinecure  at  the  present,  and  only  an  unnecessary  expense  to  the 
State  ;  bat  I  only  wish  to  have  it  temporarily  abolished  untU  the  State  is  in 
proper  condition  to  support  it 

Mr.  SKTiiouR'Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  though  I  am 
in  fiivor  of  it,  for  the  reason  that  it  does  not  state  who  shall  fulfill  the  duties 
of  the  office  in  case  they  pass  from  the  present  incumbent 

Mb.  Tcllt — I  must  object  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  because  some  one  is 
now  much  needed  to  establish  the  schools  throughout  the  State. 

Mb.  Kavanauh— Where  ? 

Mb.  Tullt— Throughout  the  State,  sir.  In  my  own  parish  there  is  no 
lehool  at  all,  and  I  think  that  schools  in  every  parish  should  be  put  in 
operation. 

Mb.  Cuaicbbrlain— I  have  but  a  word  to  say  on 

Mb.  Harnan— With  the  permission  of  the  Honse,  I  withdraw  the  bill. 

An  act  relative  to  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  being 
called  up, 

Mb.  Setxocr—I  am  excused,  under  the  rules,  from  voting  on  this  bill,  as  I 
am  an  interested  party. 

Mr.  Tully — I  ask  to  be  excused  for  the  same  reason. 

The  gentlemen  were  excused,  and  the  bill  then  adopted. 

An  act  providing  a  homestead  for  widows,  orphans,  etc.,  was  then  taken  np. 

Mr.  CuAMDBRLAix~Mr.  Speaker :    Has  this  bill  passe  1  its  third  reading  t 

The  Speakbb— Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  Chambbblain— Then  it  Is  a  simple  nullity,  as  there  is  no  enacting 
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Tub  Speaker— That  is  the  mififortune  of  the  House,  which  must  be  corrected 
in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  announced  its  concurrence  with  the  House  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  president,  the  army  and  navy,  adding  the  name  of  Sheridan,  wliich 
amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  governor  to  furnish  the  U. 
S.  senators  elect  with  their  credentials,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Folet~I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  put  the  resolution  on  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  This  is  a  simple  resolution,  and  I  do  not 
understand  why  it  is  necessary  to  put  it  through  three  different  readings. 

The  Speaker — The  chair  decides  that  it  shall  go  through  three  readings. 

The  resolution  was  read  in  accordance  with  this  decision,  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  city  to  build  a  bridge  over  Canal  Carondelet,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Bovee — Mr.  Speaker :  This  bill  is  to  allow  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
the  priyilege  of  building  a  bridge  across  the  Old  Basin,  at  the  foot  of  Galvez 
street  The  city  can  build  when  it  is  of  a  mind  to,  but  is  not  compelled  to  do 
it  at  all,  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Eayanagu — ^Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  say  to  the  House,  that  this  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  and  reported  on  favora- 
bly. From  the  intersection  of  Claiborne  street  there  is/uUy  a  mile  without 
any  bridge,  and  as  that  part  of  the  city  is  very  populous,  the  business  of  it 
would  be  very  much  facilitated  by  allowing  a  bridge  to  be  built,  as  indicated. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass,  although  I  am  not  interested  in  the  matter 
at  all. 

Mr.  Foley — Mr.  Speaker :  Is  there  any  law  prohibiting  the  building  of 
this  bridge?  Unless  there  is  some  prohibition  in  the  City  Charter,  I  cannot 
see  the  object  of  bringing  this  matter  into  the  Legislature.  I  would  ask  for 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Kayanaoh — Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  state  for  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  and  others,  who  understand  no  better  than  he,  that  the  corporation 
cannot  allow  any  bridge  to  be  built  across  the  canal,  except  it  is  permitted 
by  the  Legislature.    This  is  the  reason  why  I  have  brought  this  bill  up. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  believe  that  the  city  has  a  right  to  build  a  bridge  at  the 
intersection  of  every  street  with  the  canal. 

Mr.  Kavaxaoh — The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  Meeks — I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  city  has  a  right  to 
build  this  bridge,  but  I  do  know  that  the  citizens  in  that  locality  are  greatly 
Inconvenienced  for  the  want  of  one.  I  hope  that  the  bill  will  pass,  as  there 
is  a  long  distance  between  bridges,  and  as  the  city  is  not  obliged  to  build  at 
a  particular  time,  but  merely  empowered  to  erect  one  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Todd— Mr.  Speaker :    As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Internal 
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ImpTOvementB,  I  woald  state  that  there  is  no  objection  to  the  building  of  thlf 
bridge,  so  fSeu*  as  any  conflict  with  the  City  Cliarter.  The  committee  went  to 
view  the  distance,  and  (bond  it,  as  has  been  stated,  Tery  great  between  th« 
bridges ;  bat  the  city  cannot  build  unless  so  empowered  to  do  by  this  Legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Folbt— The  explanation  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  satisfies 
me  that  the  city  has  not  a  right  to  build  without  the  permission  of  this  Leg- 
islature,  therefore,  I  move  its  adoption. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  il,  to-morrow. 


Friday,  November  18, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  the 
Ber.  Mr.  Gilbert 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Spbakkr— I  would  state  to  the  members  that  from  several  communi- 
cations received  from  the  Catholic  clergy  of  this  city,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
address  a  communication  to  the  archbishop  to  detail  them,  as  they  do  not 
consider  themselves  authorized  to  attend  unless  they  are  so  detailed. 

BfR.  Harnan— I  move  that  the  secretary  direct  a  polite  note  to  the  arch- 
bishop, requesting  a  detail. 

The  Sfeaker^I  will  direct  that  to  be  done. 

A  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the  bill  in  reference  to  port  wardens,  &c., 
was  moved. 

Mr.  CdAMBBRLAiN — Mr.  Speaker :  I  asked  some  information  of  the  secre- 
tary, in  regard  to  this  bill,  when  it  was  read  before.  That  information  was 
given  incorrectly,  and  I  thereupon  moved  that  it  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee,  which  motion  was  carried.  As  I  acted  under  a  misapprehension, 
I  claim  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  should  prevail. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  thereupon  adopted. 

Mr.  Barkers  resolution  directing  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  procure  a  file  of 
the  oflicial  journal  for  the  use  of  the  clerk,  was  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Messrs.  S.  Belden  and  Wheeler  were  excused  from  attendance 
during  the  day. 

The  Hon.  J.  Foley  took  the  chair. 

A  resolution  directing  the  clerks  of  committees  to  vjriie  notices  of  com- 
mittee meetings,  was  carried. 

The  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions  reported  favorably  on  the  petition 
referred  to  them,  relative  to  apptopriatiog  money  for  the  completion  of  a 
church  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Education  submitted  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kavanagh  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce,  on  Monday,  a  bill 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  raising  a  revenue  by  means  of  a  tax  bill." 
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Mr.  Vaa  Tromp  gave  notice  that  he  will  introdace,  on  Monday,  an  act 
entitled  **  An  act  to  exempt  certain  property  ft*om  seizure  aud  sale  lor  debts." 

An  act  concerning  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
was  pat  on  its  first  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  keeping  of  public  accounts ;  first  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  Iberrllle ;  first  reading 
and  rejected. 

An  act  to  establish  a  bounty  fund  for  the  benefit  of  Louisiana  State  volun- 
teers, and  to  organize  a  board  of  control  for  the  receipt  and  distribution 
thereof,  was  put  on  Its  first  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  State  tax  collector  in  and  for  the 
parish  oi  Jefferson ;  first  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  better  provide  for  the  collection  of  licenses ;  first  reading  and 
adopted 

An  act  authorizing  the  treasurer  of  the  State  to  transfer  certain  ftinda 
belongiug  to  the  State ;  first  reading  and  adopted. 

Rules  suspended,  and  the  bill  put  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Laster  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  was  lost 

Mr.  Chamberlain  amended,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  y  BeU  furiher  enaded,  <l&c..  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  transfer  the  funds  in  his  hands  to  the  credit  of  the  intemM 
improvement  fund,  to  the  general  fund  of  this  State,  as  a  temporary  loan. 

Mr.  Michel  moved  to  table  the  amendment 

Lost 

The  bill  was  adopted  as  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  the 
third  reading. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  messengers  to  the  electoral  college ;  first  read- 
ing and  rejected. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  presidential  electors;  first  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  relative  to  absentees ;  first  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  relative  to  judicial  advertisements ;  first  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jos.  Gorllnski,  provisional  state 
land  register ; "  first  reading  and  rejected. 

An  act  relative  to  district  attorneys ;  first  reading  and  adopted. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendments  in  body  and  title  of  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  constables  in  the  parishes  of  the 
Stote." 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  recording  of  marriages  in  the  parishes  of  Orleans 
and  Jefferson,  was  read. 

Mb.  Klrsah—I  move  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  as  it  proposes  */}  create  a 
perfect  sinecure  office. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost 
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Ms.  pRESCorr— Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  had  occasion  to  speak  in  regard  to 
tids  same  bill,  at  a  former  session.  My  present  remarks,  therefore,  will  con- 
sist o^  nearly  the  same  argoments  as  I  then  nsed,  which  I  do  not  think  hare 
lost  any  of  their  force. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  a  party  contemplating  marriage  applies  to  the 
derk  of  the  court,  who  thereupon  makes  ont  two  certificates,  one  of  which 
be  retains  himself,  while  the  other  is  forwarded  to  the  person  solemnizing 
the  marriage,  who  retoms  it  to  him  with  all  the  blanks  duly  filled,  when  it 
is  properly  recorded.  * 

I  think  that  is  all  that  is  necessary,  for  any  party  wishing  to  do  so  can 
easily  refer  to  these  records  for  any  information— thus  making  this  bill 
wholly  unnecessary.  Had  a  bill  been  framed  with  the  Intention  of  pre- 
serving a  record  o^all  births,  as  our  Catholic  population  do  of  birtlis  in 
their  own  societies,  I  should  have  been  most  strongly  in  favor  of  it ;  but  I 
can  regard  this  as  having  no  other  tendency  than  to  enrich  an  official  already 
too  rich — for  he  is  supposed  to  receive,  at  the  present  time,  a  salary  of  not 
less  than  five  thousand  dollars  per  year.  We  have  a  large  class  of  popula- 
tion just  emerging  from  slavery  to  freedom,  and  it  is  upon  it  that  the  burden 
proposed  by  this  bill  is  to  fall.  Fifty  cents  is,  to  any  of  us,  a  small  sum  ; 
bat,  to  the  slave  just  emancipated,  it  is  not  only  of  object,  but  sometimes  of 
great  importance,  as  the  want  of  it  may  prevent  his  marriage  and  turn  him 
to  vice. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  such  a  war  as  the  world  never  before  witnessed 
and  the  expenses  attending  it  are  yet  to  be  paid.  Even  if  it  is  brought  to  a 
termination  this  year,  we  shall  stagger  under  a  debt  such  as  that  which  it 
took  England  three  hundred  years  to  contract  We  must  pay  the  interest  on 
this  debt — nearly  as  great  as  that  which  England  pays  upon  hers— and  If  the 
payment  of  this  interest  has  nearly  paralyzed  that  nation,  toe  have  indeed  a 
heavy  burden  to  bear.  Why  then  should  we  seek  to  enact  measures  here, 
the  tendency  of  which  must  be  to  oppress  still  more  heavily  the  community 
at  large,  and  one  class  in  particular  ;  for,  as  I  have  already  said,  it  is  the 
negro  who  has  almost  nothing  in  the  world,  and  who  is,  at  it  were,  struggling 
into  existence,  who  is  most  peculiarly  prevented  from  contracting  marriage, 
simply  because  he  cannot  afford  the  luxury.  A  bill  has  just  been  passed  in 
this  House,  obliging  every  citizen  of  New  Orleans  to  pay  puch  a  fee  for  the 
solenmizing  of  his  marriage,  as,  together  with  the  present  proposed  tax,  will 
make  the  burden  still  more  unendurable — causing  the  sum  total  to  foot  up 
at  seven  dollars  and  a  half  ($7  50). 

In  New  Grenada,  marriage  is  almost  unknown,  as  it  is  cheaper  to  cohabit, 
because  the  license,  etc,  for  a  marriage— amounting,  in  our  money,  to  some 
six  dollars  and  a-half  ($6  50)— effectually  prohibits  the  population  from 
Indulging  in  it  Allowing  for  the  difference  in  comparative  wealth  between 
the  two  countries,  I  most  emphatically  declare  to  you,  that  you  will  render 
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marriage  so  grievous  a  burden  to  ibis  commuoitj,  bj  passing  ibis  and 
kindred  laws,  that  the  poorer  classes  will  dispense  with  it  altogether. 

In  consideration  of  the  times,  I  deem  it  just  that  the  salaries  of  each  and 
every  office  should  be  reduced  as  low  as  compatible  with  the  wel&re  of 
the  public  ;  but  as  this  bill  proposes  to  provide  for  an  unnecessary  office, 
which  will  be,  at  best,  but  a  sinecure,  I  am,  for  this  and  my  previously 
enumerated  reasons,  unalterably  opposed  to  it 

Mr.  Dejean— Mr.  Speaker  :  £  do  not  think  that  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ments have%e  least  bearing  upon  the  question  which  is  now  at  issue.  He 
endeavors  to  illustrate  it  by  examples  taken  from  foreign  countries,  or  from 
a  portion  of  the  people  in  those  countries,  which  merely  shows  that  those 
people  are  utterly  unable  to  be  at  any  other  expense  than  for  the  bare 
necessaries  of  life.  But,  sir,  we  are  not  arguing  a  question  which  has 
reference  to  the  population  of  foreign  nations ;  we  are  not  arguing  a 
question  in  regard  to  solvency  or  insoWency  of  the  citizens  of  France  or 
England,  or  any  other  country,  but  we  art  arguing  a  question  which  has 
immediate  reference  to  the  people  of  Louisiana.  What  is  it  to  us  if  foreign 
countries  have  adopted  a  law  entirely  diflferent  from  our  own  ?  Or  what  is  it 
to  us  whether  their  system  of  jurisprudence  does  not  resemble  our  own  7 

The  only  question  now  before  us  is,  whether  this  bill  is  detrimental  or 
profitable  to  this  community,  and  I  enlist  In  favor  of  its  entire  adaptation 
and  profit  to  this  vicinity. 

The  gentleman  says  that  it  will  entail  useless  expense  on  the  State.  I 
deny  it.  Why  ?  Because  it  does  not  establish  an  office  which  is  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  State.  It  is  to  be  supported  by  individuals,  who  form,  in 
aggregate,  it  is  true,  the  community ;  but  it  is  not,  I  mean,  to  be  a  tax  upon 
the  State  government.  The  bill  proposes  to  establish  an  pffice,  where  every 
gentloman,  who  looks  forward  to  the  probable  event  of  which  may  occur 
during  his  life,  and  has  a  due  regard  for  the  future  of  his  offspring,  the  suo- 
cession  of  whom,  to  their  just  inheritance  depends  upon  their  legitimacy, 
may  record  his  marriage  in  order  that  his  children  may  not  be  barred  by  the 
cavils  of  the  law  fVom  the  enjoyment  of  their  just  rights.  Now,  if  the  expense 
of  making  and  preserving  these  records  were  to  be  entailed  upon  the  State, 
I  would  be  just  as  much  in  favor  of  taking  such  measures  as  would  subvert 
this  bill  as  any  othor  member  of  this  House.  But,  sir,  I  think  it  confers  a 
blessing  upon  the  community  ;  it  will  be  a  convenience  to  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  to  have  an  office  of  this  kind,  where  their  marriages  can 
be  recorded,  so  that  whenever  a  discussion  arises  as  to  the  right  of  inher- 
itance, whether  it  occur  in  Louisiana  or  any  foreign  country,  such  evidence 
may  be  readily  obtained  as  will  settle  the  question  finally  and  equitably. 

Every  gentleman  of  this  House  is  aware  that  according  to  the  civil  law  of 
Louisiana,  there  is  a  variety  of  grades,  as  I  may  say,  of  offspring.  There  are 
those  who  are  entitled  to  the  inheritance  of  the  property  of  their  ancestors  ; 
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there  are  those  who  are  entitled,  io  the  absence  of  other  heirs,  and  finall  j, 
there  are  those  who  are  not  entitled  at  all.  How  will  either  of  the  first  two 
classes  be  able  to  establish  their  rights  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  their 
legiUmacj  and  no  source  from  which  that  evidence  can  be  derived  ? 

I  contend  that  this  bill  proposes  a  necessary  measure,  and  I  say  that  in  the 
confiised  state  pf  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  it  is  not  only  necessary,  but  abso- 
lutely necessary,  that  such  an  office  as  is  suggested,  should  be  established 
and  made  the  recipient  of  all  that  evidence  which  is  requisite  under  the  laws 
of  this  State  and  of  every  other  State  of  this  Union,  as  well  as  under  those  of 
fbreign  countries,  to  establish  the  right  of  offipring  to  the  inheritance  of  that 
patrimony  which  is  guaranteed  them  by  the  laws  of  every  civilized  com- 
munity. 

Mb.  Bach— Mr.  Speaker:  Not  being  an  orator,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  my  remarks! 

It  would  ill  become  me,  as  an  advocate  of  the  bill  made  the  subject  of  this 
day^s  consideration,  not  to  present  to  you,  and  to  the  House,  of  which  I  am 
an  humble  member,  some  of  the  cogent  reasons  that  necessarily  present 
themselves  to  any  reflecting  mind,  upon  the  necessity  of  such  a  bill  as  the 
one  before  us,  and  the  inevitable  good  results  that  it  must  produce  to  our 
community. 

None,  assuredly,  could  testify  with  more  truth  of  the  necessity  of  such  a 
bill,  than  tiiose  who,  compelled  by  the  wants  of  their  situation,  require  the 
evidence  of  those  papera  upon  which  our  whole  system  of  society  is  based^ 
that  is,  their  certificates  of  marriage.  True,  it  Is,  that  our  laws  amply  provide 
for  these  copies,  but  they  meet  not  the  want  of  the  community,  scattered  over 
an  inunense  extent  of  territory ;  contained  in  as  many  different  offices  as 
there  are  dis^icts  in  the  State,  the  inquirer  is  subjected  to  much  pain,  and 
often  useless  walks,  which  would  necessarily  be  avoided  were  it  confined  to 
s  central  bureau. 

Take  for  an  instance,  our  simple,  good  parish  of  Orleans.  One  Mr.  A 
wishes  his  certificate  of  marriage.  Suppo^  for  a  moment  that  he  does  not 
recollect  the  date,  year  or  judge  who  married  him.  He  must  first  examine 
all  the  marriage  books  of  the  seven  justices  of  the  peace,  each  located  in  a 
different  quarter,  and  each  having  no  less  than  ten  or  twelve  marriage  books 
to  examine.  Nor  is  that  all :  after  having  examined  all  these  books,  and  not  . 
having  found  it^  he  must  now  proceed  and  [examine  every  record  book  ot 
every  church  in  the  parish ;  and  if  that  document  be  of  immense  value  to 
him,  before  finding  it  he  may  probably  spend  five  or  six  months  of  daily 
search.  The  passage  of  such  a  bill  as  the  one  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  [would  obviate  all  these  difficulties,  for  such  a  person  would 
then  only  have  to  go  to  one  solitary  place. 

Were  it  cnly  for  this  reason,  the  bill  should  be  passed. 

Mb.  Chambeblain— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  have  only  a  few  words  to  say.    The 
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arguments  of  the  gentlemen  who  favor  the  bill  are  very  plausible,  and  appa- 
rently logical ;  but  In  reality,  the  bill  does  not  contemplate  the  change  of 
any  State  law.  It  is  especially  fhimed  with  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  the 
parish  of  Orleans. 

Mr.  SsTMouB^-Section  3  covers  that 

Mr.  Chambeblajm— It  does  not  apply,  for  it  only  repeals  ^e  law  of  1855, 
which  relates  to  this  particular  parish.  This  bill  is  presented  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  remunerating  some  favorite,  and  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  parish 
of  Orleans.    Therefore,  I  am,  in  the  beginning,  opposed  to  it. 

If  the  proposed  measure  is  one  of  such  comprehensive  benefit,  why  not 
include  other  parishes  ?  "  Oh,'*  it  is  said,  "  there  is  not  business  enough  to 
pay  for  a  special  recorder  of  marriages.-'  Perhaps  not,  but  it  seems  plain 
to  me  that  the  proposed  beneficent  measure  is  restricted  to  this  parish, 
because  it  will  yield  a  nice  little  sum  to  some  favored  p'et. 

Another  argument  of  friends  of  the  bill  is,  in  brief,  that  a  man  can  always 
have  ready  access  to  records,  for  information,  in  case  he  should  forget  the 
day  on  which  he  was  married— which  I,  for  one,  don't  much  think  I  should 
do,  if  I  should  live  to  the  age  of  Methusaleh.  If  this  feature  does  present 
any  practical  value,  it  would  be  well  to  ask  to  whom  these  records  are  to  be 
transferred,  in  case  of  the  cutting  off  the  head  of  the  oflBcer  in  charge  ? 
What  is  to  prevent  them  from  being  entirely  destroyed  or  so  disarranged  as 
to  be  of  no  practical  value  ?  I  must  say  that  I  see  no  one  particular  In 
which  the  proposed  law  is  superior  to  that  of  1855,  and  have  there  fore 
delivered  these  few  remarks,  which  occurred  to  me  as  I  listened  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  preceding  me.  ^ 

Mr.  Bccklet— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill  for  the  simple 
reason*— first,  that  it  is  not  properly  drawn  up,  and  secondly,  that  there  is 
no  necessity  for  it ;  though,  had  it  been  for  the  purpose  of  recording  births 
and  deaths,  it  might  have  been  of  some  practical  utility. 

Mr.  CHRiSTi&r-Mr.  Speaker  :  As  this  bill,  which  I  have  before  opposed, 
has  again  come  up,  I  wish  now  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  it 

This  subject  of  matrimony  is  a  very  dry  one  to  men  who  have -arrived  at 
our  age  I  [Cries  of  "  Oh.  No  I'"]  But  I  hare  a  practical  mind,  which  grasps 
and  tries  a  question  according  to  its  utility. 

Who  has  come  forward  and  asked  for  a  bill  of  this  kind?  Where  are  the 
men  who  are  to  support  this  proposed  office,  and  pay  into  it  from  fifteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  ?  It  is  the  poor  devil  of  a  negro, 
who  must  pay  his  fifty  cents  to  help  swell  the  emoluments  of  a  man  already 
sufficiently  pampered  by  the  office  he  now  holds.  Yes,  it  is  the  poor  man 
who  must  suffer,  and  I  can  but,  on  looking  at  this  bill  practically,  assert  and 
charge  upon  the  gentlemen  who  advocate  it,  that  it  is  an  act  of  special  legis- 
lation for  the  benefit  of  one  special  office-holder  in  this  city.  [Applause.] 
E?ery  member  in  this  hall  must  know  that  I  assert  the  truth.     If  the  gentle- 
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men  frmmiog  it,  had  made  it  general  in  operation,  allowing  it  to  be  extended 
thronghoat  the  State,  they  might  have  presented  themselvoB  with  an  honor- 
able plea  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  at  large.  But,  instead  of  this,  they  seek 
bat  to  enrich  still  more,  one  individual,  and  that  individual  an  office-holder 
already  I 

The  gentleman  on  my  right  (Mr.  Dcjean),  proceeds  to  demolish  an  oppo- 
nent of  this  bill,  (Mr.  Prescott),  by  informing  us  that  we  are  not  considering 
foreign  countries,  or  to  draw  analogies  or  inferences  from  them,  and  yet,  in 
the  same  breath,  argues  that  the  blessings  to  be  conferred  upon  the  inhab- 
itants of  those  very  countries,  by  the  passage  of  this  act,  should  cause  us  to 
decide  initsfeiTor! 

I  can  but  think  that  the  law  of  1855  is  clear  enough,  distinct  enough,  and 
sufficient  for  the  attidnment  of  all  those  purposes  which  this  bill  purports  to 
seek,  for  we  hear  no  complaint  of  its  practical  workings.  If  this  act  be 
stripped  of  all  its  verbiage,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  nothing  worthy  of 
cognizance  by  this  House  ;  and  to  be  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  act  of 
special  le^lation,  which  I  must  oppose  in  this,  as  in  every  other  case.  I  * 
must,  for  all  of  the  reasons,  conscientiously  oppose  the  bill. 

Mb.  Pbbscott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  need  not,  at  the  present  time,  dwell  at 
length  upon  the  condition  of  our  country  at  large,  and  of  this  particular 
eommonity  more  especially.  I  must  say,  however,  that  in  my  opinion,  our 
aim  should  be  to  relieve  the  people  and  not  embarrass  them ;  bearing  in 
mind  that  as  it  is  the  last  feather  that  breaks  the  camel's  back  and  the  last 
ounce  which  kills  the  laborer,  so  this  measure  may,  in  view  of  our  peculiar 
condition,  have  the  very  same  effect  upon  the  people  of  this  commonwealth. 

This  measure  is  enUrely  uncalled  for— is  not  required  by  any  class  of  citi- 
aens,  since  no  objection  has  been  made  to  the  present  laws  ;  and  is,  as  it  has 
been  rightly  branded,  nothing  but  an  act  of  special  legislation.  I  therefore, 
think  that  we  can  do  no  better  than  to  reject  the  bill,  with  which  remark  I 
now  close  this  debate. 

The  bill  was  rejected— yeas  47,  nays  14 ;  whereupon,  the  House  a^joume 
until  12  M.,  of  Monday,  the  21st  instant 


MoNDAT,  November  21, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  u.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Chubbuck. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  petition  firom  Mr.  K  R.  Wagoner,  stationer,  68  Camp  street,  stating  that 
he  was  promised  the  furnishing  of  stationery  for  the  different  offices,  where- 
upon he  annexed  a  list  of  prices. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Auditing  and 
Supervising  the  Aff^ftlrs  of  the  House. 
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The  following  resolations  were  presented,  and  laid  over  under  the  roleB: 

A  resolution  authorizing  an  Inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Mexican  Golf 
Railroad  Companj. 

Also,  a  resolution  setting  forth  the  committal  of  frauds  by  W.  P.  Mellen, 
Esq.,  and  his  subordinates. 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary  reported  favorably  on  an  act  relative  to  the 
adoption  of  children. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Marie :  A  bill  to  repeal  article  95  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana  and 
permit  marriages  between  the  wliite  and  colored  persons. 

Mr.  Seymour  :  An  act  entitled  ^' An  act  relative  to  bills  of  exchange  and 
promissory  notes.'' 

Mr.  Dejean  :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  community  of  acqnetB 
and  gains." 

Mr.  Christie :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  the  police  of  cour- 
tezans." 

Mr.  BofiU's  act  authorizing  the  recorders  of  certain  courts  to  appoint 
special  policemen,  at  a  stated  salary. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  its  rejection. 

Mb.  Laster — This  is  a  matter  pertaining  entirely  to  the  Common  CooncQ 
of  this  city,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 

.    Thb  Speaker— The  gentleman  presenting  the  bill  has  the  privilege  of 
explaining  it 

Mr.  Boyee— He  is  not  present,  sir,  and  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  the  bill 
should  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Christie — I  only  wish  to  correct  the  false  assertion  just  uttered,  Mr. 
Speaker  ;  it  is  not  a  fact  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  interests  of  thlB 
city,  for,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  much  to  do  with  it,  commensurate  with  its 
importance,  as  it  demands.  It  is  time  that  this  erroneous  idea  was  corrected 
and  I  seek  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Duanb— The  city  of  New  Orleans  possesses,  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion, a  proper  police  force,  the  members  of  which  are  detailed  on  all  occ»- 
siofis  and  to  all  the  places  where  their  services  are  needed.  Since,  and  as  long 
as  this  is  the  case,  I  see  no  necessity  whatever  for  the  passage  of  this  bilL 

Mr.  Laster— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  that  the  only  thing  we  have  to  do 
with  legislating  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans  is,  to  provide  it  with  a  prop«r 
charter,  and  that  any  legislation  on  our  part  regarding  its  municipal  affairs, 
will  be  extremely  unbecoming. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  <<  An  act  relative  to.  divorces,"  approved 
March  19,'  1827,  as  now  incorporated  in  and  forms  a  part  of  article  139  of  tha 
Qvil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

First  reading  and  adopted. 
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An  act  relative  to  parish  recorders. 

first  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  for  the  organization  of  corporations  for  works  of  public  improve- 
inent  and  utility. 

First  reading  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  in  order  to  take  up  bills  on 
second  reading  and  refer  them  to  the  appropriate  standing  committees. 

Motion  adopted. 

An  act  relative  to  the  sureties  on  judicial  bonds. 

Second  reading,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  aboUsh  the  Black  Code  of  Louisiana. 

Second  reading,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  third  reading. 

An  act  to  amend  article  3465  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

Second  reading,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

An  act  relative  to  attorneys  and  counsellors  at  law. 

Second  reading,  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  appropriate  bounty  money  to  the  First  Volunteer  regiment, 
Lonlaiana  volunteers. 

Mb.  Christib— I  shall  vote  "  no,''  on  this  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  believe  it 
is  rather  too  much  of  a  special  act  I  am  in  favor  of  extending  the  provisions  - 
<^  tiie  act  so  that  it  may  apply  to  all  the  men  fh>m  Louisiana,  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  general  government 

](■.  FoLBT— Mr.  Speaker :  I  shall  also  vote  "no,"  on  the  adoption  of  this 
bill,  for  the  reason  just  stated ;  and  also  for  the  additional  reason,  that  more 
than  half  of  the  men  composing  this  regiment  are  deserters  from  the  Con- 
federate army,  who  cannot  be  protected  by  the  general  government,  if  they 
again  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

Mb.  Duane— Mr.  Speaker :  The  gentleman  is  most  certainly  in  error,  fbr 
the  enlistment  of  Confederate  deserters  is  direcUy  contrary  to  law.  I  know 
that  a  large  portion  of  this  regiment  is  composed  of  citizens  of  New  Orleans, 
who  have  large  families  here,  and  are  as  deserving  as  any  soldiers  of  any 
oUier  State. 

I  know  that  some  five  thousand  Loulsianians  have  enlisted  in  various 
skeleton  regiments  from  Massachusetts  and  other  Eastern  and  Northern 
States,  and  have  received  bounties  from  the  respective  States  to  which  those 
regiments  belong.  How,  then,  when  this  is  the  case,  can  Louisiana,  while 
refusing  to  give  bounties  for  the  filling  of  her  own  regiments,  composed  of 
her  own  people,  ezi>ect  that  they  will  ever  arrive  at  a  respectable  position, 
either  in  point  of  number  or  character?  We  have  already  too  many  needy 
fiuniliee  dependent  for  their  vecy  bread  upon  the  general  government,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  see  more  added  tojthat  list,  through  the  witholding  ftom  our 
own  home  regiments  that  bounty  which  is  their  right  I  call  upon  this  honor- 
able Honse  to  encourage  Louisiana  poldiers. 
b9 
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Mr.  Prescott — Mr.  Speaker  :  I  think  the  gentleman  is  wrong  with  regard 
to  the  receiving  by  the  United  States  of  deserters  f^om  the  Confederate  gor- 
emment,  as  I  have  known  personally  of  many  instances,  establishing  just  the 
contrary  of  that  position  ;  though  whether  they  were  legally  so  receiyed,  may 
be  a  question. 

I  think  that  every  member  of  this  House  is  perfectly  willing  to  do  justice 
to  the  men  of  Louisiana,  who  have  enlisted  in  this  or  any  other  organizatfoo 
of  similar  character ;  for  we  know  that  they  have  sacrificed  everything  dear 
to  the  generality  of  men.  Patriotism  has  been  very  popular  at  the  North  ; 
but  we  in  this  State  know  better  hew  to  prize  it,  when  we  reflect  that  il  wa9 
in  this  locality,  and  in  many  others  still  is  the  case,  that  the  espousal  of  the 
Union  means  beggary  and  death,  and  that  the  families  of  loyal  men,  if  within 
the  Confederate  lines,  are  not  only  insulted,  but  that  the  torch  ot  the  fnoeo' 
diary  seldom  falls  to  transform  into  a  pile  of  formless  ashes,  that  which  waa 
once  a  beautiful  residence  or  a  valuable  garden.  I  am  willing  to,  and  do, 
recognize  the  value  of  the  services  of  loyal  men ;  but  I  must  think,  with  » 
gentleman  who  has  already  spoken  (fion.  J.  Foley),  that  this  proposed  legis- 
lation is  too  partial ;  for  if  this  particular  Louisiana  regiment  is  entitled  to 
a  bounty,  so  (it  seems  to  me)  is  every  other  regiment  of  Loulslanians. 

If  this  bill  passes^  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  will  be  thereby  engen* 
dered  ]  for  other  State  regiments  will  claim  that  they  have  sacrificed  as 
much,  and  rendered  as  great,  or  perhaps  greater  services,  than  this  regiment, 
and  should  not,  therefore,  be  debarred  from  any  benefits  which  that  inay 
receive.  I  think,  myself,  that  a  great  injustice  would  be  done  by  passing  thl» 
or  a  like  bill ;  but  if  any  bill  is  brought  forward  in  this  House,  embracing 
the  rest  of  our  State  force,  I  would  support  it  most  willingly,  if  we  can  raise 
the  means  wherewithal  to  carry  it  into  effect ;  but  in  view  of  the  utterly 
exhausted  condition  of  the  State  treasury— of  the  almost  total  impossibility 
of  raising  means  with  which  to  carry  on  our  State  government  even,  how 
shall  we  be  able  to  meet  the  great  expenses  which  will  result  from  such  a 
mode  of  legislation  ?  We  must  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  our  credit  is  very 
low.  If,  then,  we  can  hardly  meet  these  obligation^,  how  can  it  be  supposed 
that  any  bonds  which  it  is  proposed  be  issued,  will  be  regarded  as  a  safe 
investment  ? — more  especially  as  we  cannot  now  pay  the  interest  upon  the 
State  debt.  In  view  of  this,  our  financial  condition,  I  must  say,  with  regard 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  if  indeed  it  does  pass,  that  it  will  be  but  a  com' 
pliment  to  brave  men,  who  will  not  appreciate  it,  for  the  reason  that  they 
wish  something  more  substantial. 

If  any  gentleman  will  propose  some  other  method  of  remunerating  thi* 
class  of  men,  as  by. granting  each  of  them  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  sixty  acres 
of  land,  I  "will  support  it,  because  that  can  be  given,  and  will  be  of  mudi  more 
permanent  value  to  the  soldier,  as  it  cannot  be  squandered  like  money.  But 
I  am  most  decidedly  opposed  to  creating  any  obligations  which  we  cannot 
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meet  AUhongh,  as  I  have  before  said,  if  any  gentleman  will  propose  any 
feasible  me&od  by  which  we  can  recompense  the  patriotism  of  our  brave  men 
In  the  field  or  camp,  it  will  meet  with  my  hearty  support 

Mr.  TiTLLT— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  first  to  state,  that  the  other  regiments  have 
already  received  bounties  flrom  the  general  government  That  tins  is  a  special 
law,  is  true,  bnt  this  is  a  special  regiment,  composed,  to  some  extent,  of  i«f« 
ngees  ttom  the  Confederate  lines,  who  slept  days  and  nights  in  onr  marshes, 
sacrificing  everything  bat  life  itself  to  tbeir  love  of,  and  loyalty  to,  the 
Union.  They  have  only  received  twenty-five  dollars  bounty,  while  the  other 
regiments  have  received  three  hundred. 

It  will  be  said  that  these  soldiers  do-  very  little  service.  They  do  duty 
within  the  defences  of  New  Orleans,  which  extend  as  far  as  Ship  Island  and 
Berwick's  Bay.  If  they  did  not  perform  this  duty,  it  would  necessarily 
require  the  withdrawal  of  soldiers  from  the  general  service  to  iUlfill  the  same 
object  as  they  now  do.  I  certainly  think  these  troops  are  entitled  to  one 
hundred  dollars  bounty,  while  other  regiments  have  received  three  hundred 
dollars.  Their  ftimilies  are  in  a  destitute  condition,  and  I  trust  that  in 
view  of  this  foct,  those  I  have  previously  stated,  and  the  exceeding  strin- 
gency of  the  times,  the  House  will  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  Todd — Mr.  Speaker :  I  want  to  know  if  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
will  vote  to  grant  our  soldiers  the  bounty  they  deserve,  or  not  Granting 
(bat  they  only  do  duty  in  these  defences,  I  for  one  would  not  feel  safe  in  this 
city  fbr  an  hour  if  they  should  depart  it,  and  believe  that  if  it  were  not  lor 
tiiem,  the  Confederates  would  be  here  now.  Every  rebel  deserter  has  been 
mustered  out  of  the  service,  as,  if  I  cared  to  call  names,  I  might  prove  by  an 
officer  now  in  this  House.  When  this  question  is  finally  acted  upon,  I  wish 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Dkjean— Mr.  Speaker  :  The  last  gentleman  seems  to  favor  this  bill 
principally  on  the  grounds  of  personal  safety.  But  we  are  not  here  to 
legislate  for  the  welfare  of  one  or  two  individuals ;  on  the  contrary,  before 
we  pass  any  law,  whether  to  reward  those  who  have  rendered  services  to 
the  United  States,  or  this  ^tate,  we  must  at  the  same  time  consider  the 
condition  of  the  State  as  it  exists  at  present.  I  say  that  at  a  time  when  it  Is 
almost  impossible  for  us  to  raise  the  means  by  which  to  sustain  the  govem- 
nent  of  the  State,  that  we  cannot  think  of  assuming  the  responsibility  of 
taxing,  to  any  f\]rther  extent,  the  already  impoverished  citizens  of  this  State, 
unless  we  wish  to  banish  them  from  their  homes,  that  our  own  ends  may  bo 
subserved.  We  cannot  think  of  taking  upon  ourselves  the  promulgation  of 
ioeh  a  measure,  but  as  we  can  in  no  other  way  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
tiiia  bill,  we  must  postpone  its  farther  consideration  until  our  financial 
aflkirs  assume  a  more  favorable  aspect  With  these  remarks,  I  close  the 
debate. 

Mr.  Duaxe— Mr.   Speaker  :    I  would  like  to  say,  in  explanation,   that 
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preTioos  to  the  raising  of  this  regiment,  three  others  had  been  raised,  each 
soldier  belonging  to  wliich,  reoeiyed  three  hundred  dollars  from  the  general 
goremment,  which  recruited  them.  This,  howeyer,  is  the  first  State  regi- 
ment, the  members  of  which  haye  onlj  receiyed  twentj-fiye  dollars.  They 
know  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  State,  and  only  wish  this  biU 
passed  in  order  to  Ikcilitate  the  filling  np  of  the  regiment—not  expecting  or 
caring  to  reoeiye  the  bounty  proposed  for  one  or  two  years. 

As  for  the  duties  which  this  regiment  has  performed,  I  contend  that  they 
are  and  haye  been  as  laborious  and  yaluable  as  those  of  almost  any  other. 
A  portion  of  it  went  np  Red  riyer<with  Gen.  Banlcs,  and  did  signal  seryice 
tiiere.  It  has  also  performed  proyoet  and  garrison  duty  throughout  the 
country.  I  can  but  belieye  that  the  rejection  of  this  bill  by  the  House  will 
be  prejudicial  to  the  cause  at  large,  and  be  a  gross  injustice  to  this  regiment, 
which  so  much  deserves  and  needs  the  appropriation  therein  proposed. 

Mr.  Christie — Mr.  Speaker :  I  felt  that  it  would  be  well  nigh  impossible 
for  the  Stute  to  grant  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  men  of  this  regi- 
ment, but  in  yiew  of  the  emergency  of  the  case,  I  could  not  refrain  from 
presenting  before  you  the  claims  of  these  men,  that  they  might  be  ftdly  dis- 
cussed aod  understood,  eyen  though  no  specific  action  were  taken  in  the 
matter. 

I  know  the  character  of  these  men.  I  haye  met  them  on  the  distant 
frontier,  and  can  testify  to  the  efficient  duty  which  they  haye  and  can  perform. 
They  are  deeerying  of  more  recompense  than  they  haye  or  will  receiye  ;  but, 
in  yiew  of  the  great  decrease  in  our  sources  of  revenue,  and  the  tax-burdened 
condition  of  the  State,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  be  otherwise  than  very  cauiious 
in  our  appropriations  of  public  money,  for  each  and  every  one  of  which  wb 
must  auswer  to  our  already  oppressed  constituents. 

The  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was  lost,  whereupon  it  was  postponed,  subject 
to  call. 

An  act  to  amend  article  155  of  the  Civil  Code,  was  adopted  on  second 
reading,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  motion  to  acUoum  was  lost — ayes  12,  nays  39. 

Mr.  Chambbrlun— Was  there  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  resolution  passed  in  this 
House,  directing  all  matter  sent  to  the  printer  to  be  returned  in  three  days? 

Thb  Speakbr— There  was,  and  I  will  see  that  it  is  enforced. 

Mr.  Kavanaou— I  don't  see  any  possibility  of  our  getting  a  quorum,  Mr. 
Speaker. 

The  Spkaker—I  intend  there  shall  be  one,  if  it  consumes  the  remainder  of 
the  day.  There  should  be  some  rule  prohibiting  members  from  breaking  up 
a  quorum. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  moye  we  adjourn,  as  there  is  no  quorum  present. 

The  SPBAKBR-^It  may  become  necessary  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 
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Mb.  Kayakagh— I  would  most  respectfully  request  the  speaker  to  change 
Us  deciidoQ,  aod  allow  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  prerall. 

Th£  Spbakeb^-I  have  sent  out  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and  expect  that  he 
will  soon  procure  a  quorum. 

Mb.  Bubke — Is  that  any  reason  whj  we  should  not  adjourn  ? 

The  Spbakeb— Yes,  sir. 

Mb.  Bubkb — I  thought  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  always  in  order. 

The  Spbakeb — The  chair  decides  it  out  of  order,  sir. 

Mb.  Bcbcs— I  never  knew  it  to  be  out  of  order  before,  in  my  life. 

The  Speakeb— The  chair  wishes  to  inform  the  House,  that  he  does  not  wish 
the  House  to  sit  until  there  is  a  quorum,  but  only  desires  it  to  wait  for  a  few 
minutes,  that  one  may  be  procured,  if  possible ;  if  not,  then  the  chair  will 
entertain  a  moti«m  to  adjourn. 

Mb.  Bcbkb — I  move  we  a^onm  for  want  of  a  quorum. 

Mb.  Foley — I  ask  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Fifty-five  members  answered  to  roll-call. 

Mb.  Bcbke — I  renew  my  motion. 

The  motion  was  declared  losL 

Mb.  Todd — Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  for  information.  Is  it  usual  for  members 
of  the  Legislature  to  sit  with  their  hats  on  during  the  session  ? 

,Thb  Spbakeb — I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  rule  prohibiting  it.  •  •  I 
will  put  the  question  of  adjournment  again. 

The  question,  on  being  again  put,  was  carried,  ^hereupon  the  Hoose 
adjourned  untill  12  m.,  Tuesday,  22d  inst. 


Tuesday,  November  22, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Horton. 

After  some  delay,  a  quorum  was  obtained,  and  the  minutes  read  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  be  requested  to  prepare  an 
act  or  acts  for  the  purpose  of  abrogating  all  articles  of  the  Civil  Code  and 
Code  of  Practice,  that  are  inconsistent  with  the  present  constitution  of  the 
State. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  following  joint  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr.  Brook;*,  and  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  State  of  Louisiana  is  now  a  State  under  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment, claiming  its  rights  as  such  ;  and 

Whertas^  The  commercial  intercourse  of  the  State  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  United  States  Treasury  Department ;  and 

WhertaSj  William  P.  Mellen,  the  general  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States,  is  ioiplicated  in  the  frauds  practiced  in  the  treas- 
ury agencies  at  Vickahprg  and  Natchez,  and  alf>o  has  been,  by  his  son,  Wil- 
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liam  S.  Mellen,  a  minor,  represented  in  the  proflts  and  interests  of  yarions 
trade  stores  at  Natchez,  Vlckfiburg,  Big  Blaclc  Bridge,  and  other  places ;  and 
forthermore  has  attempted  to  conceal  the  frauds  practiced  bj  his  subordinate 
agent,  William  Burnet,  at  Natchez,  Mississippi ;  and 

WhereaSf  Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  general  agent  of  the  Treasnrj 
Department  of  the  United  States  is  unbecoming  the  character  of  a  public 
oflBcer,  and  Injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  people ;  therefore. 

Be  it  resol  ved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, in  General  Assemhly  convened,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby  requested  to  remove  the  said  WllUam 
P.  Mellen  from  the  office  of  general  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
appoint  in  his  place  a  man  in  whose  integrity  full  confidence  can  be  placed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Besolved,  further,  That  our  hearty  thanks  are  dne  to  Brigadier  General 
Bray  man,  commander  of  the  District  of  Natchez,  for  his  energy  in  ferreting 
out  these  frauds,  and  restoring  to  several  loyal  citizens  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana and  of  the  United  States,  a  large  amount  of  property  that  had  been 
taken  from  them  by  the  subordinate  treasury  agent  at  Natchez,  William  Bur- 
net, and  appropriated  to  himself  and  fk-iends. 

Mr.  McDonnell  offered  the  following  joint  resolution : 

Whereas,  There  are  now  living  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  State  of 
Lotiisiana,  many  loyal  pensioners,  who  have  had  life  pensions  granted  tliem 
by  the  United  States  government ;  and 

Whereas,  Since  the  rebellion,  those  pensioners  have  been  deprived  of  their 
pensions;  therefore,  # 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  do  hereby  peti- 
tion and  request  the  secretary  of  the  ioterior  to  establish,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, a  pension  agent  for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Resolution  adopted  on  first  reading. 

Mr.  Wheeler  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resol  vedf  That  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  be  instructed  to 
investigate  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad 
Company,  and  ascertain  whether  the  said  affipiirs  are  managed  according  to 
the  requisites  of  their  charter,  and  report  the  same  to  this  House. 

.  Resolution  adopted. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Bovee :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  10th  section 
of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  administration  of  the  Charity  Hospital,"  approved 
March  19, 1857.  Also,  a  bill  to  re-enact  the  10th  section  of  *^  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  administration  of  the  Charity  Hospital,''  approved  1855. 

Mr.  Breckenridge :  A  bill  prohibiting  marriages  between  whites  and  negroes 
and  Indians. 

Mr.  Seymour :  An  act  relative  to  brands  and  marks  of  animals. 

Mr.  BoflU :  An  act  to  amend  section  9  of  '<  An  act  relative  to  juries  in  the 
parish  of  Orleans." 

Mr.  Pearson :  An  act  to  amend  the  various  acts  incorporating  the  New 
Orleans  Gaslight  Company.  ^ 

The  following  bills  were  adopted  on  their  first  reading  : 
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An  act  to  exempt  certain  property  from  selzare  and  sale  for  debt. 

An  act  to  exempt  certain  property  of  debtors  from  forced  sale. 

An  act  to  grant  Edward  Gario,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  the  privilege 
of  keeping  a  ferry. 

A  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  protect  the  property  of  Union  refugees,"  was 
taken  up  on  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  Kavanagh — ^I  move  to  reject  the  bill. 
^  Mb.  Prescott— The  bill  only  affirms  laws  already  established,  and  if  the 

gentleman  will  refer  to  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Louisiana,  he  will  see  that 
there  has  been  legislation  on  this  subject,  but  unfortunately,  that  legislation^ 
took  place  in  times  of  peace,  and  we  are  living  in  a  time  of  war,  when  these 
enactments  are  altogether  inoperative.  In  this  bill  I  have  only  made  these 
enactments  applicable  to  the  existing  state  of  things.  A  large  portion  of  the 
State  has  been  abandoned  by  both  parties — Unionists  and  Secessionists. 
The  Secessionists  have  taken  away  their  property  and  left  their  large  estab- 
lishments wholly  unprotected,  and  they  are  generally  occupied  by  men  who 
are  wasting  their  substance  as  fast  as  they  can,  but  I  do  not  desire  giving 
them  any  protection.  This  bill  is  only  intended  for  the  relief  of  those  who 
have  not  been  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  Union  refugees 
need  protection,  and  I  would  protect  them.  There  are  thousands  of  families 
.  Cur  from  their  homes,  and  1  would  not  be  surprised  if  a  majority  of  the  poor 

people  of  Louisiana  are  now  exiled  in  the  Northern  States.  Why  are  they 
away  ?  Some  have  been  driven  away  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  some 
have  left  to  get  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  others  to  avoid  being  con- 
scripted into  the  rebel  army  and  compelled  to  fight  for  a  cause  they  detest, 
'  and  against  the  government  under  which  they  were  born  and  for  which  they 

are  willing  to  die.     I,  as  their  representative,  ask  you  to  protect  their 
property  as  far  as  you  can.    A  legal  protection  already  exists,  but  unfor- 
1  innately  it  was  made  in  times  of  peace,  and  is  now  practically  null  and  void 

and  inoperative.  It  is  necessary  to  alter  this  law  to  meet  the  existing  state 
of  things.  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  these  poor  people  leave  in  one  day  to  go 
to  the  Northern  States,  where  they  are  received  with  suspicion  and  distrust ; 
many  of  them  to  die  in  that  uncongenial  climate.  Those  who  live  t(5  return 
will,  unless  we  pass  some  law  like  this,  only  come  back  to  find  their  homes 
laid  waste  and  their  property  destroyed,  and  no  redress  to  bo  had. 

A  great  many  from  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Texas  and  other  States,  who  have 
flocked  into  Louisiana  and  occupied  their  places,  and  have  burned  their 
fences,  cut  down  their  fruit  trees,  and  moved  their  houses,  and  if  they  are 
'not  held  responsible,  these  people,  on  their  return,  will  find  nothing  but  the 
bare  land.  What  is  the  land  without  improvements,  and  how  can  improve- 
ments be  made  without  money  ?  Nine-tenths  of  these  martyrs  to  liberty, 
who  have  sacrificed  all  to  maintain  the  existence  of  the  glorious  Union,  will 
ntom  beggars,  unless  we  preserve  their  homes  to  them.    If  we  cannot  make 
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ihose  who  have  occupied  their  houses  pay  for  Che  damage  thwy  have  caused^ 
we  can,  at  least,  have  the  satisfactioa  of  punishing  them  and  sending  them  ta 
jail  to  work  out  the  injury  they  have  done  to  others.  As  soon  as  this  law  is 
passed,  these  parties  will  be  very  careful  how  they  misappropriate  and 
destroy  property,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  the  property  of  these  Union 
citizens. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  wish  the  bill  to  be  printed  so  that  members  can  see  what 
it  is,  before  it  is  rejected. 

Mr.  Folet — I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  Ur 
^  reject,  give  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  think  the  bill  offered  by  the  gentleman  is  so  ridiculous 
that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  anything  on  the  subject 

I  would  ask  the  gentleman  where  are  the  lands  situated  and  who  ha9 
charge  of  them  ?  What  would  these  parties  care  for  us,  if  we  were  to  pass  a 
law  holding  them  responsible  ? 

I  presume  they  are  outside  of  the  Federal  lines,  and  no  law  we  could 
make  would  have  any  effect 

The  motion  to  reject,  on  being  put,  was  lost,  and  the  bill  adopted. 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  State  and  raising* 
means  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  of  the  State,''  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  act  to  re-enact  the  act  of  1845,  *' "authorizing  the  construction  of  9 
railroad  from  Thibodaux  to  intersect  with  the  New  Orleans  and  Opelousas 
railroad,''  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

"  An  act  to  abolish  chapter  3,  of  title  6,  of  the  Civil  Code,"  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  an  amendment 
to  two  hundred  being  lost 

An  act  for  the  promulgation,  preservation  and  conduct  of  the  public 
records  of  the  judicial  and-  legislarive  written  proceedings  of  Louisiana  f 
also,  An  act  for  the  adoption  of  minors,  were  adopted. 

A  motion  to  a<^'ourn  was  followed  by  a  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  FoLEr— I  would  ask  for  the  opinion  of  the  chair  in  regard  to  calUng^ 
for  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Speaker  pro  tern. — I  refer  to  rule  80  of  our  rules  and  regulations. 

Mr.  Folet — I  would  refer  you  to  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Legisla^ 
ture  of  Louisiana,  showing  that  when  a  motion  is  made  for  the  yeas  and  nays^* 
and  seconded,  it  was  put  without  objection.  I  take  that  as  a  precedent  to  go 
by  and  don't  think  we  have  any  thing  better.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair  upon  the  question  as  to  how  many  can  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

TnB  Speaker  pro  tern.— I  have  decided  that  they  shall  be  called? 

The  motion  to  a^oum  was  lost— ayes  16,  nays  41. 
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An  act  was  presented  to  grant  a  loan  of  one  hondred  and  seventy-five 
dollars  to  each  of  the  parishes  of  Lafoarche  and  Terrebonoe,  the  rejection 
of  which  was  moved. 

Mb.  Habnak — Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to  this,  simply  because  the 
sherifb  of  these  parishes  should  be  able  to  collect  their  taxes,  and  not  come 
to  us  for  everything  they  wish,  even  for  electioneering  purposes.  There- 
fore, I  move  its  rejection. 

Mr.  CHR]STiE~Mr.  Speaker :  The  sherififo  of  the  parishes  referred  to  will 
pay  back  this  money,  should  it  be  loaned,  within  a  period  of  about. two 
months.  At  present,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  judge  of  a  court  in 
either  of  these  parishes  to  get  along— to  procure  necessary  supplies  of 
stationery,  just  at  this  particular  time.  I  would  not  advocate  the  practice  of 
preeefltlng  bills  for  Such  purposes,  but  in  this  particular  case,  it  seems  to  me 
it  wonld  do  no  great  harm  to  the  treasury,  while  it  would  be  an  undoubtedly 
great  relief  to  the  parishes.  I  have  reason  to  know  a  little  in  regard  to  their 
difltculties  just  at  present  I  also  know,  that  they  will  soon  be  receiving 
taxes,  which  will  enable  them  to  repay  these  sums,  in  at  least  three  months. 

Mr.  MicHEir— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  inform  the  House  that  the  members 
from  the  parishes  referred  to  know  nothing  about  that  bill.  The  State 
cannot  do  this,  for  the  oflEicers  of  a  parish  mifst  furnish  stationery  for 
themselves.    Therefore,  I  move  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  rejected. 

A  bill  was  presented,  to  tax  the  gross  receipts  of  plank  roads,  etc. 

Mr.  Harnax>-I  am  in  favor  of  that  bill,  and  hope  it  will  be  made  a  part 
of  the  bill  for  equalizing  taxes. 

Mr.  Todd— Mr.  Speaker:  Section  11  of  that  bill, introduced  this  morning, 
is  too  vague  and  indefinite.  Therefore,  I  wish  to  erase  that  section  and  have 
this,  which  covers  all  the  ground,  inserted  in  its  stead. 

Ths  Speaker — ^That  bill  has  only  been  read  once,  and  this  one  can  come 
np  as  an  amendment  to  it 

The  bUl  was  adopted. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ments. 

Mr.  Foley — I  am  opposed  to  that,  Mr.  Speaker,  because  I  believe  that  the 
bill  emanated  from  that  committee.  I  move,  as  an  amendment,  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Todd— I  object  to  that,  because  the  bill  emanated  from  ikat  very  com- 
mittee.   Therefore,  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  would  state,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
Wtys  and  Means  to  draw  up  all  tax  bills ;  but  if  gentlemen  choose  to  take 
the  matter  out  of  our  hands,  it  will  relieve  us  of  a  heavy  burden. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  was  carried. 

An  act  authorizing  the  heads  of  departments  to  assume  the  control  of 
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labor  on  publio  worki,  was  adopted  on  second  reading. 

Hr.  Tullt — ^I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  '*  An  act  relative 
to  the  transfer  of  the  internal  improvement  and  firee  school  funds  to  the  State, 
M  a  loan." 

The  speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Folbt— The  bills  now  read  are  under  second  reading.  The  gentleman 
requires  a  further  suspension  of  the  rules,  that  the  bill  may  be  put  on  the 
second  reading.    I  second  the  motion. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — I  object  to  the  bill,  because  it  has  not  been  properlj 
written— because  we  must  not  meddle  with  the  sacred  school  fhnd.  The  bill 
should  be  merelj  for  the  transfer  of  the  internal  improvement  fund,  and 
therefore  must  be  altered  so  as  to  strike  out  the  clause  relating  to  t^  free 
school  fuod.  I  object  to  allowing  it  to  go  before  the  House  as  it  is,  as  mj 
amendment  strikes  out  section  2. 

Mr.  Folet — Mr.  Speaker :  I  was  in  the  chair  at  the  time  when  this  matter 
oame  up  before.  I  believe  that  no  explanation  was  then  given  by  the  gen- 
tleman, but  that  he  merelj  handed  up  his  amendment  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  only  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  I  think  K 
is  not  contemplated  to  take  possession  of  the  current  school  fund,  but  only 
of  the  accumulating  school  fhnd,  of  which  the  interest  only  is  to  be  used, 
but  has  never  been  called  for.  Therefore  I  think  that  there  is  no  violation 
of  law,  as  we  shaU  have  ample  resources  with  which  to  replace  it 

The  bill  and  title  were  adopted  on  third  reading. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — I  wish  my  opposition  to  that  bill  to  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Christie — I  also  wish  Uie  clerk  of  the  House  to  record  my  protest 
against  the  transfer  of  the  school  fund. 

Mr.  Burke — I  wish  my  protest  to  be  entered  up  also. 

The  House  then  a^'oumed  until  12  m.,  November  23. 


Wbdnesdat,  November  23, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  m.,  and  the  proceedings 
were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Chas.  Strong. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Michel  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas t  His  Excellency,  Abraham  Lincoln,  president  of  the  United 
States,  has  set  apart  Thursday,  24th  of  November,  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
throughout  the  Union  :  and 

Whereas,  His  excellency,  the  governor  of  the  State,  also  recommends  to 
the  people  of  the  State,  that  the  24th  day  of  November  be  observed  as  a  day 
of  rest ;  be  it  therefore 

Resolvedy  That  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  above  proclamations, 
that  when  this  House  a^'ourns  this  day,  it  adjourn  until  Friday,  at  12 
o'clock  m. 
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Besolntioii  adopted. 

Mr.  Laster  offered  the  following  resolatlon  : 

Where<is,  There  has  been,  or  supposed  to  have  been,  gross  frauds 
practiced  in  the  furnishing  of  stationery  to  this  House,  and  in  order  to 
gaard  against  a  repetition  of  the  same  in  f\iture, 

Be  i^ resolved,  Imt  the  clerk  of  the  House  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
make  np  a  list  of  such  articles  of  stationery  that  is,  or  may  be  necessary  for 
the  use  of  this  House  and  the  different  committees,  and  to  have  the  said 
list  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  different  otatiooers  of  this  city  in  his  office, 
from  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  December,  inclusive. 

JSs  U  further  resolved,  That  the  different  stationers  of  this  city  are  hereby 
invited  to  call  and  examine  Bald  list,  and  on  or  before  the  13th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, to  hand  to  the  clerk  of  the  House  their  proposals^  stating  their  prices  of 
each  article  as  set  forth  in  the  list,  together  with  the  name  of  their  securities, 
said  proposals  to  be  addressed  to  the  Committee  on  Proposals. 

Be  U  further  resolvedy  That  the  said  Committee  on  Proposals  shall  consist 
of  three  members,  to  be  be  appointed  by  the  speaker. 

The  resolution  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  mtroduce  bills : 

Mr.  Senette :  An  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
repeal  an  act  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
pvish  of  Orleans  in  certain  cases,"  approved  March  13, 1860. 

Mr.  Todd :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  boundary  of  parishes." 
Also,  a  bill  relative  to  auctioneers. 

An  act  relative  to  the  clerks  of  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts.  First 
reading  and  rejected. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  John  Wright  to  keep 
a  billiard  room  in  the  parish  of  St  Landry |"  approved  March  16,  1869. 
First  reading  and  rejected. 

An  act  to  abolish  jury  trials  in  civil  cases.     First  reading  and  rejected. 

An  act  to  repeal  section  6  of  an  act  enfttled  '^An  act  to  provide  a  revenue 
and  the  manner  of  collecUog  the  same,"  approved  March  16, 1865.  First 
reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  abolish  article  1462  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana.  First  read- 
ing and  adopted. 

An '  act  authorizing  Peter  Conrad  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Missis- 
dppi  river.    First  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  repealing  article  96  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louidana,  and  permitting 
marriages  of  white  with  colored  persons.    Rejected.    # 

An  act  to  repeal  article  96  of  the  Civil  Code,  and  permit  the  marriage  of 
white  with  colored  persons,  was  taken  up. 

Mb.  Baum— I  move  its  rejection. 

Mb.  Folet— I  move  to  strike  out  section  2. 

UfL  Kavanaoh — I  wish  to  know  who  offered  that  bill  ? 

Thb  Spbakeb— Mr. . 

Mb.  Lbwis— I  do  not  doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  are  many  white  men 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


140 

Hying  with  negro  women,  and  bolieye  they  oaght  not  to  be  aUoiced  to  marry 
ibem,  but  should  be  oon^f>dkd  to. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — Mr.  Spealcer :  So  far  as  the  bill  is  concerned,  it  merely 
recommends  the  repealing  of  a  bill  which  must  be  repealed,  because  it  is 
Inconsistent  wiUi  the  constitution  of  a  free  State.  Why  should  we  not  repeal 
it  as  a  bill  separate  and  alone,  instead  of  repealing  it  as  We  must  when  we 
come  to  a  recodification  of  the  code.  The  adoption  of  this  bill  does  not  per- 
mit marriage  between  white  and  colored  persons,  but  merely  repeals  article 
95,  which  prohibits  it — forbidding  a  slaye  thus  to  contract  marriage. 

Mr.  Foley — ^I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  because 
it  is  in  accordance  with  the  very  first  article  of  the  ccnstitution,  which 
declares  that  there  are  no  slaves.  This  article  95  says  that  ^ee  persons  and 
slaves  are  incapable  of  contracting  marriage.  Because  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  repeals  this  article,  I  am  in  favor  of  it 

I  am  opposed  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  for  the  reason  that  it  allows 
white  and  colored  persons  to  marry.  But  whether  we  pass  the  bill  or  not, 
the  right  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  recognized  by  the  constitution  here 
adopted. 

Mr.  BoudReaux — I  don't  think  the  bill  is  at  all  necessary,  as  the  const itu^ 
tion  of  itself  repeals  all  laws  relative  to  slaves.  . 

Mr.  Breckenridob — I  agree  with  the  gentleman,  so  far  as  be  goes,  but  am 
also  opposed  to  the  bill  for  the  reason  that,  according  to  my  belief,  marriage 
between  whites  and  blacks  is  contrary  to  nature.  It  is  of  no  use  whatever  for 
man  to  attempt,  by  his  enactments,  to  reverse  the  immutable  laws  of  nature, 
and  I  am,  therefore,  opposed  to  any  amalgamation  scheme. 

The  bill  was  rejected— yeas  57,  nays  5. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  relative  to  the  transfer* 
ring  of  certain  moneys  from  one  tofinother  fund.    I  voted  with  the  majority. 

On  the  motion  to  table  being  put  to  the  House,  a  quorum  was  found 
wanting,  but  when  that  was  finally  secured,  the  motion  for  reconsideration 
was  carried. 

A  message  from  the  governor  announced  that  he  had  signed  the  aet  relative 
to  criminal  fees  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson. 

The  followmg  bills  were  taken  up  on  their  second  reading : 

An  act  relative  to  attorneys  at  law — adopted  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

An  act  to  grant  salaries  to  the  clerks  of  courts  of  record  in  the  different 
parishes  of  the  State,  excepting  that  of  Orleans.    Rejected. 

An  act* for  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  State  debt— referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laster,  the  House  then  acyourned  until  12  m.,  Friday, 
November  25. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


141 

Friday,  November  25, 1864. 

Tike  House  met,  pursnant  to  adjournment,  at  12  h.  and  sixtj-five  members 
responded. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rot.  Mr.  Thomas. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  day  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Be  U  resolvedf  That  for  the  conyenience  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  orders  of  the  day  shall  be  posted  in  some  conspicuous 
plaee  within  the  bar,  before  the  hour  of  meeting,  on  the  day  on  which  such 
orders  are  to  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Decker  offered  the  following : 

Whereca,  By  the  provisions  of  the  late  firee  State  constitution  ot  the  Stale 
of  Louisiana,  which  was  framed  in  a  spirit  of  right  and  justice,  and  upon  the 

CBiple  of  universal  liberty,  for  which  our  government  is  distinguished,  it 
liberated  and  emancipated  a  ver^  large  number  of  colored  persons  that 
have  for  years  been  in  bondage  or  abject  slavery ;  and  by  their  long  servile 
condition  they  arp  ignorant,  illiterate,  and  consequentlv  immoral,  and  quite 
faicapable,  at  present  of  the  ei^oyment  of  liberty  and  freedom  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word  ;  and  by  said  act  of  emancipation  the  system  of  manual 
labor  in  our  State  has  become  so  deranged  that  our  agricultural  products 
have  decreased  to  such  an  alarming  extent  that  want,  ruin  and  v^srancy 
stares  every  thinking  mind  in  the  face.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  thatthb  class 
of  people,  lately  admitted  to  the  rights  of  man,  are  a  distinguished  or  pecu- 
liar set  of  laborers,  well  adapted  to  our  climate,  and  calculated,  by  proper 
teachiuj^  and  education,  and  with  proper  management,  to  be  self-supporting 
and  useful  to  the  country  that  has  done  so  much  for  them,  and  would  enable 
them  to  bring  up  their  children  in  the  way  to  enjoy  all  the  ri^ts  that  be- 
long to  man  alone.  It  is  therefore  believed  that  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  09 
this  Legislature  to  enact  a  special  set  of  laws,  applying  particularly  to  this 
daas  of  laborers  and  their  employers,  compelling  this  class  of  laborers  to 
labor  faithfuUj,  and  compelling  employers  to  &ithfiil1y  pay  them  and  do 
Ifaeir  doty  towards  them,  under  the  penalty  of  proper  fines  and  punishment ; 
tbeiefbre, 

Bt  U  resolved^  That  a  special  committee  of  nine  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  take  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise — 
the  chair  to  select  as  many  practical  agriculturists  as  practicable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  relative  to  Mr.  Mellen,  general  agent  of  the  treasury, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

The  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  pension  agency, 
was  adopted  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Creigh  offered  the  following  : 

Besolved,  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  instructed  to  place  the  members' 
desks  as  they  were  heretofore ;  also,  to  explain  to  this  House  by  what  authority 
be  placed  the  desks  in  their  present  form. 

Mb.  Chambkriain~I  move  it  be  rejected,  as  the  desks  were  placed  before 
it  was  impossible  to  introduce  more  stoves  in  the  room,  and  think  the  ser- 
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geant-ftt-anoB  has  done  Yefj  well  in  re-arranging  the  desks  and  chain  in  this 
manner.    It  is  necessary  that  we  shonld  haTe  more  stoves. 

Mb.  Setmoub— I  am  opposed  to  the  change,  and  do  not  think  we  need  any 
more  stoves. 

Mr.  FoleT'I  would  state,  that  the  Committee  on  Auditing  the  Affairs  of 
the  House  directed  the  sergeaut-at-arms  to  procure  two  more  stoves  for  the 
proper  heating  of  this  room,  and  he  could  not  pat  the  stoves  in  here  without 
dianging  the  desks. 

Mr.  Grrioh— I  would  like  to  know  if  the  gentleman  instructed  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms  to  move  us  from  the  second  row  of  seats  to  the  last 

Mr.  Foley— I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.    He  is  becoming  personaL 

The  motion  to  reject  was  then  carried. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  on  their  first  reading : 

An  act  to  authorize  Duncan  Smith  to  keep  a  ferry  on  Us  own  land,  on  the 
Calcasieu  river,  Calcasieu  parish. 

Adopted. 

An  act  from  the  Senate,  to  organize  the  Supreme  Court 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  put  the  bill  on  its  second  reading,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

An  act  relative  to  sherifb. 

"Withdrawn  by  consent  of  the  House. 

An  act  relative  to  constables,  the  parish  of  Orleans  excepted. 

Adopted. 

An  act  relative  to  bonds. 
I  Adopted. 

An  act  relative  to  cemeteries. 

Adopted. 

A  joint  resolution  fixing  the  mileage  of  members  at  twenty  oents  per  mile, 
was  adopted  on  Its  second  reading,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  by  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  finally  adopted. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  tiie  relief  of  St  Joseph's  church.  Baton 
Rouge,"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  its  rejection,  for  we  cannot  expect  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  war  at  present  If  we  pay  for  the  damage  claimed  in  this 
case,  we  shall  have  the  whole  city  presenting  such  bills,  and  they  will  be  just 
as  much  entitled  to  relief. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  think  we  ought  to  grant  it  I  am  informed  the  building 
cost  $60,000,  and  it  belongs  to  a  very  influential  denomination,  and 
if  the  money  is  not  appropriated  the  building  will  go  to  ruin,  and  at  some 
time  will  have  to  be  replaced.  A  little  firmness  on  our  part  will  prevent 
difficulty  arising  from  the  granting  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  Brooks — I  think  if  we  make  this  appropriation  we  might  do  so  for  the 
repair  of  many  otiier  buildings.     If  we  establish  the  precedent  of  appropri- 
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Ating  money  for  each  purposes,  we  may -go  on  and  use  all  the  money  in  the 
State  treasury. 

Mb.  Christib — ^I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  it  is  impracti- 
cable, for  it  woald  be  altogether  impossible  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  pay 
for  the  destmction  which  this  war  has  caused.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  will  never  pay  a  single  dime  fbr  this  purpose,  nor  can  the 
State,  and  the  fitct  that  the  congregation  is  large  and  influential  is  an  ttddi* 
tfonal  reason  for  rejecting  the  bill. 

Mr.  Van  Tbomp— I  would  inform  the  gentleman  this  is  not  private  property 
but  a  public  institution,  and  it  the  money  was  appropriated,  it  would  be  for 
a  very  diaritable  purpose. 

Mr.  Hasran— I  think  that  every  denomination  onght  to  support  itselfl 

A  motion  to  table  the  bill  was  then  carried. 

'*  An  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  State  treasury  notes,"  was  read. 

Mr.  Ceumbbriain— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Gommittee  on  Ways  and 
Means. 

Lost 

Mr.  Duakb — ^I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Lost 

Mr.  O'CkiKKBR— I  move  the  bill  be  adopted. 

Mb.  CHAMBBRuaN— The  constitution  of  the  United  States  says :  "  No  State 
dudl  enter  into  any  treaty  of  alliance  or  confederation ;  grant  letters  of 
marqne  and  reprisal ;  coin  money ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  anything  but 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts."  According  to  that  pro- 
vMon,  the  bill  is  unconstitutional.  Besides  that,  we  are  not  yet  recognized 
as  a  State,  and  are,  therefore,  usurping  power  in  attempting  to  issue  treasury 
notes.  I  would  rather  this  matter  should  be  indefinitely  postponed.  If  we 
can  iBsue|the  notes  at  all,  it  will  be  the  time  to  do  it  after  our  recognition  at 
Wadiington. 

Mr.  Michel— If  we  are  not  a  State,  then  the  provision  does  not  affect  us ; 
but  able  jurists  have  decided  that  we  have  a  right  to  iesue  such  notes. 

The  bill  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote :    Yeas  42,  nays  18. 

The  bni  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  entitld  **  An  act  to  create  the  ofQce  of  register  of  conveyances  for 
the  parish  of  Orleans,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  incorporating  the  Louisiana  Land  Improvement 
Company,"  was  taken  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tobd— I  move  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Mb.  MicheI/— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ments. 

Lost 

Mr.  Creioh — ^I  move  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
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The  bill  entitled  *^An  act  relatiiw  to  public  lands,"  wa»  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion,  the  Hoifse  then  adjourned  until  12  u.,  Monday,  November  28. 


MoM>AT,  November  28, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  o'clock  m.,  pursuant  to  an  adjournment,  Hon.S.  Bel- 
den',  speaker,  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Father  Jobs 
J.  Magee. 

The  journal  of  Friday,  25th  instant,  was  adopted  as  read. 

Mb.  Tullt — ^I  move  that  Mr.  Wheeler  be  allowed  to  change  his  vote  in 
regard  to  the  bill  rejected  at  the  last  session,  relative  to  the  marriage  of  white 
and  colored  persons. 

Mr.  Wheelbr— At  the  last  session,  I  voted  <'no,"  as  I  supposed,  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  bill ;  but  I  find  that  the  motion  before  the  House  was  on  the 
rejection,  and  as  I  therefore  voted,  in  effect,  for  the  adoption  of  the  bill,  I 
wish  to  change  my  vote. 
•     Mr.  TuUy's  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Decker's  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  having  a  special  com- 
mittee of  nine  appointed  to  examine  the  condition  of  emancipated  slaves, 
and  propose  acts  or  laws  necessary  for  their  improvement,  were  read  a  third 
time  and  adopted,  and  the  speaker  appointed  the  following  named  gentlemen 
as  a  committee :  Messrs.  Decker,  ^Burke,  Bisbee,  Woodward,  St.  Martin, 
Bhaw,  Oorley,  Hawkins,  Prescott 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  pensions  was  put  upon  its  third  reading  and 
adopted. 

A  resolution  inviting  proposals  for  famishing  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  stationery  by,  contract,  was  taken  up  on  its  first  readiog. 

Mr.  Folet— I  believe  there  is  a  standing  committee  alrejidy  appointed  for 
the  very  same  purpose,  which  is,  the  Committee  for  Superintending  and 
Auditing  Accounts.  I  would  call  upon  the  members  of  this  House  to  know 
if  they  have  found  any  fault  with  the  committee,  up  to  the  present  time?  I 
see  no  necessity  for  the  resolution^  but  think  that  it  is  a  direct  insult  to  that 
committee,  and  if  adopted,  I,  for  one,  will  resign,  and  serve  no  longer  upon 
it    Therefore,  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. . 

Motion  carried. 

The  usual  reports  of  standing  committees  were  made  and  adopted. 

Mb.  Tcixt — I  would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements  have  reported  in  regard  to  the  Mexican  Gulf  Ridl- 
road?  It  is  in  a  condition  dangerous  to  the  lives  of  its  passengers,  and 
should  be  attended  to  forthwith. 

Mr.  Todd— I  would  state,  in  reply  to  the  gentieman,  that  the  committee 
has  sent  forboolLS,  papers,  etc.,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  report  at  an  early  day 
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The  following  members  gKve  notice  of  their  intention  to  Introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Prescott :  '*  An  act  to  regulate  houfies  of  ill  fame  in  the  city  of  New 
Orieans." 

Mr.  Kayanagh  :  ^  A  bill  excluding  from  office  of  trustor  profit,  in  the  State, 
all  persons  living  with,  or  having  for  their  wives,  persons  of  color." 

Mr.  Cook :  **  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  payment  of  State  taxes." 

An  act  relative  to  iigunctions,  was  taken  up  on  its  first  reading. 

Mb.  Chajcbebujn^I  move  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Tullt— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  bill.  It  Is  a  verbatim  copy  of  an 
act  already  upon  our  statute  books. 

Mb.  Chambsblajn— Mr.  Speaker :  If  that  is  the  case,  I  am  in  favor  of  its 
Rjection,  because  we  should  not  consume  our  time  in  re-enacting  acts  already 
enacted  and  in  force,  for  there  are  hundreds  of  clauses  and  sections  both  in 
the  statutes  and  Civil  Code  which  require  amendment  and  revising,  to  make 
them  conform  to  our  constitution.  These  are  the  ones  which  should  employ 
our  time  in  regulating,  and  not  the  others.  It  becomes  us  to  so  use  our  time 
as  to  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the  State,  not  to  waste  it  in  passing  these 
nselecs  acts. 

Mb.Todd—I  would  inform  the  gentleman  that  this  bill  was  before  the 
Jodiciary  Committee,  and  was  by  them  reporied  on  favorably. 

Mb.  Riuos— Mr.  Speaker,  I  presented  that  bill,  but  have  no  objection  to 
withdrawing  it 

BUI  rejected. 

The  militia  bill  was  taken  up  as  the  order  of  the  dny,  and  the  second 
section,  relative  to  exempting  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  read. 

Mr.  CQAMBERLAJN^Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  a  rider  to  offer  to  this  seo< 
tion,  to  strike  out  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  leaders  to  go 
fbnrard,  I  believe  that  we  occupy  the  position  of  leaders  to  this  State,  and 
think  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  framers  of  this  militia  bill,  to  assbt  in  achieving 
the  honors  and  sharing  the  hardships,  if  thf-re  are  any,  of  the  members  of  the 
militia.  Therefore,  I  move  to  strike  out  from  the  words,  *'  and  their  respective 
officers,"  down  to  "all  customhouse  officers,"  etc. 

I  believe  that  we,  too,  should  show  the  people  of  our  State  a  willingness 
to  serve  as  militia,  that  it  may  not  be  said  that  we  are  able  to  make  a  biilitia 
bill,  calling  out  the  people  at  large,  but  take  good  care  to  shirk  the  responsi- 
bility ourselves.  I  think  that  for  this  reason,  if  no  other,  we  should  strike 
out  the  objectionable  lines,  which  striking  out  I  now  move. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  CiiBUTiB — I  second  that  motion.  There  is  something  there  about 
ndniaters  of  the  gospel,  all  of  which  I  wish  to  have  stricken  out 

Mr.  Cricioh — ^I  move  all  amendments  be  tabled. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  following  portion  of  section  10  was  read  : 
BlO 
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To  each  regiment  of  cavalry  there  shall  be  ooe  colonel,  one  lieutenant 
colonel,  three  mtyorA,  one  Burveon,  with  the  rank  of  major,  one  asBistant 
sargeon,  with  the  rank  of  Ist  lleatenant,  one  veterinary  soi^geon  with  ^e 
rai^  of  2d  lieutenant,  one  a^utant,  one  quartermaster,  one  commiswry  of 
sabeistence,  each  being  extra,  and  with  the  rank  of  1st  lieutenant,  ooe 
chaplain,  who  shall  be  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some  religious 
denomination,  one  sergeant  mijor,  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  com- 
missary sergeant,  two  hospital  stewards,  one  saddler  sergeant,  one  chief 
Ikrrier  or  blacksmith,  acd  twelve  companies  of  troops,  each  company  to 
consist  of  one  captain,  one  Ist  lieutenant,  one  2d  lieutenant,  one  Ist 
sergeant,  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  commissary  sergeant,  five 
sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  teamsters,  two  farriers  or  blacksmiths,  one 
saddler,  one  wagoner  and  seventy-eight  privates. 

If R.  Lewis— I  ask  for  information— what  the  words,  '*  each  being  extra  *' 
signify  in  this  section  ? 

Mr.  CkAMBERLAix— The  meaning  is,  that  they  shall  not  be  attached  to  any 
company,  although  belonging  to  the  regiment  as  a  whole.  ^ 

The  secretary  read  the  section  fixing  the  salary  of  adjutant  general. 

lis.  DcANB  -It  is  necessary  to  know  what  are  the  duties  of  the  a^'utant 
general,  inspector  general,  and  quartermaster  general  of  the  State,  in  order 
*  that  a  just  appreciation  of  their  services  may  be  come  at,  and  in  order  that 
their  salaries  may  be  regulated. 

The  adjutant  general  is  charged  with  the  military  articles  of  the  State. 
He  is  responsible  for  the  keeping  of  a  correct  military  history  of  every  man 
enlisted  from  the  State  in  any  regiment  of  the  regular  army,  volunteers,  and 
of  all  enrolled  in  the  militia.  In  conjunction  with  the  ac^utant  general  of 
the  ITnited  States  army,  in  Washington,  and  the  provost  marshal  general,  he 
luis  to  perfect  all  arrangements  respecting  deserters  from  State  regiments, 
and  of  all  regiments  in  the  State  ;  for  their  arrest  and  conviction,  or  trans- 
portation. He  has  to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  general 
government  respecting  the  quotas  of  arms,  ammunition,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  due  each  year  by  the  general  government  to  the  State.  Of  course 
there  are,  necessarily,  a  large  number  of  returns  and  reports  upon  these 
SiibjecCs. 

He  has  also  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  militia  law,  for  which  the 
orders,  general  and  special,  becomes  his  province,  and  let  it  be  carefully  con- 
sidered what  innumerable  orders  and  constant  application  to  duty  will  be 
necessary,  en  the  first  organization  of  the  militia  under  its  law.  Every  com- 
mission has  to  be  issued  under  his  hand ;  and  the  organizing  of  companies,  of 
regiments,  of  brigades,  of  divisions,  election  of  officers,  orders  for  military 
boards  of  investigation,  for  courts-martial,  drill  and  discipline,  have  all  to  be 
prepared  and  issued  by  the  adjutant  general.  Besides  all  that,  he  has  to  revise, 
Tiew  and  prepare,  for  the  govemor^s  approval,  all  proceedings  of  courts 
sartial  and  military  courts  of  inquiry.  He  is  also  immediately  responsible 
to  tlie  governor  for  the  due  performance  of  their  duties,  by  the  inspector, 
^(■arte^aster,  commissary,  and  surgeon  generals. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


147 

For  the  performance  of  all  these  duties,  it  requires  a  gentleman  of  good 
education,  of  practical  habits,  unswerving  zeal,  and  lastly,  bat  not  least  of 
tU,  sound  military  experience. 

I  submit,  that  such  an  official  should  not  receive  a  less  salary  than  $3500 
per  annum. 

The  next  official  we  must  consider  is  the  inspector  general  of  the  State. 
His  duties  are  more  physically  arduous  than  the  adjutant  general's,  because 
he  is  the  military 'out-of-door  working  officiaL  He  is  responsible  that  all 
the  orders  created  by  the  adjutant  general  shall  be  promptly  carried  out. 
He  has  to  make  constant  inspections  of  every  separate  company,  and  see  that 
the  arms  and  clothing,  the  discipline  and  organization,  all  be  kept  up  to  their 
proper  standard.  Every  branch  of  the  service,  every  part  of  armament,  and 
especially  all  that  has  been  issued  by  the  quartermaster  general  to  each 
individual  officer,  is  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  inspector  general. 

When  the  militia  is  being  organized,  that  officer  will  hardly  find  time  to 
rest,  as  his  presence  will  become  necessary  in  every  part  of  the  State ;  and 
his  duty  is  to  carry  out  the  militia  law,  and  report  to  the  adjutant  general 
ibe  condition  of  each  corps,  and  every  delinquent  for  disobedience  or  infirac- 
tion  of  orders. 

The  section  directing  the  salary  of  the  quartermaster  general  to  be  paid 
only  during  the  time  the  militia  are  in  the  active  servioe  of'the  State,  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  invasion  or  tiie  suppression  of  an  insurrection,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Chambeblain— I  move  that  the  whole  of  that  clause  be  struck  out  I 
would  inquire  by  whom  his  duties  are  to  be  performed  during  time  of  peace, 
and. what  these  duties  are  to  be  at  that  time?  We  must  either  strike  out  the 
clause  altogether,  or  amend  it ;  otherwise,  there  never  will  be  a  quarter- 
master general,  for  he  never  will  receive  any  salary ;  consequentiy,  we  will 
never  have  any  organized  militia. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  carried. 

The  House  adjourned  until  12  ii.,  Tuesday,  29th  inst 


TcESDAT,  November  29, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  m.,  pursuant  to  an  adjournment,  Hon.  S.  Belden, 
speaker,  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Father  John  J, 
Magee. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  resolution  authorizing  the  famishing  of  the  same 
nomber  of  papers  to  the  chief  clerk  and  his  assistants,  as  is  provided  for 
members  of  the  House. 

Mb.  UsEKB—l  think  that  is  all  out  of  order,  as  the  same  or  a  similar 
resolution  has  been  several  times  tabled. 
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Mr.  Cbeioh— A  resolatioQ  may  be  brought  up  anew  for  any  number  of 
times. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  presented  a  resolution  authorising  the  speaker  to  issue 
an  order  to  the  sergeani-at-arms  pro  (em.  that  he  may  draw  from  the  former 
sergeant-at^rms  all  property  belonging  to  the  House  and  now  in  his 
possession. 

Mr.  Folkt— I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  resolution  is  entirely  unnecea- 
sary,  inasmuch  as  we  have  already  yirtnally  directed  this  to  be  done. 

The  Speaker^-I  should  prefer  to  take  no  action,  of  my  own  accord,  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  but  would  prefer  to  haye  the  House  act  upon  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Duanb— I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  who  offered  the  resola-^. 
tlon  explain  it 

The  Speaker— The  temporary  sergeant-at-arms  has  called  upon  me 
leyeral  times  for  an  order  that  he  might  draw  several  articles  belonging  to 
the  House.  I,  however,  do  not  believe  that  I  possess  the  power  to  order  any 
thing  of  the  kind,  and  therefore  told  him  that  the  House  had  better  take 
action  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Badobr— I  move  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Folet— Why  should  not  this  resolution  pass,  if  the  sergeant-at-arm» 
has  property  belonging  to  this  House  T  If  it  is  necessary  to  pass  this  reso- 
lution in  order  to  cause  him  to  disgorge,  we  ought  to  pass  it,  although  I 
believe  that  the  speaker  has  a  right  to  enforce  the  return  of  property 
belonging  to  this  House.  However,  if  the  speaker  thinks  he  has  not  thi» 
right,  we  must  pass  upon  the  subject 

Tme  Sfbaksr— If  the  House  takes  no  action,  the  speaker  will,  though 
preferring  the  ibrmer  course. 

Motion  to  table  lost 

Mr.  Duane^I  would  suggest  as  an  amendment,  that  the  speaker  be 
requested  to  indite  a  note  to  the  sergeantat-arms,  requesting  him  to  deliver 
np  the  property  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  State  or  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  passed. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Van  Tromp  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled 
'^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Catholic  Ladies  Charitable  Association,  BatOD 
Rouge." 

An  act  to  regulate  and  define  and  regulate  the  duties  and  powers  of 
administrators  and  executors.    First  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  amend  section  9  of  an  act  entitied  '<  An  act  relative  to  juries  in 
the  parish  of  Orleans."    First  reading  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  re-enact  the  10th  section  of  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  admin- 
istration  of  the  Charity  Hospital  at  New  Orleans,  and  provide  a  revenue  for 
its  support,"  approved  March  14, 1855.    First  reading  and  adopted. 
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An  act  to  repeal  aa  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  tenth 
flection  of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  administration  of  the  Charity  Hospital  at 
New  Orleans,  and  to  provide  a  revenue  for  its  support,"  approved  March  19» 
1857.    First  reading  and  adopted. 

**  An  act  relaUve  to  boundaries  of  parishes."    Adopted^first  reading. 

"  An  act  relative  to  auctioneers."    Adopted — ^first  reading. 

"  An  act  relative  to  tlie  brands  and  marlu  of  animals."  Mr.  Seymour,  the 
originator  of  the  bill,  withdrew  it,  with  the  consent  of  the  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  mailing  some  corrections. 

"  An  act  relative  to  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of  Jefferson." 
Adopted—first  reading. 

"  An  act  relative  to  community  of  acquets  and  guns."  Adopted— first 
reading. 

Ma.  Lb^is— I  wish  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  whether  a  bill  can  be 
amended  at  third  reading.  On  yesterday,  this  was  done,  and  although  I  do 
not  wish  to  have  the  militia  bill  rejected,  I  do  wish  to  have  our  business  gO 
on  legally— according  to  parliamentary  usage. 

Thc  Spbak£B— I  would  like  the  views  of  the  House  upon  the  question. 

Mb.  Duanb— I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  to  offer 
ft  rider  to  a  bill  upon  third  reading. 

Mb.  Mbeks— I  believe  that  according  to  Cushing's  Manual,  an  amendment 
may  be  offered  at  the  3d  reading,  in  case  of  necessity.  I  know  of  no  other 
authority  upon  the  subject 

Mb.  Ddaxe— I  offered  my  suggestion  as  a  rider,  not  as  an  amendment. 

Mb.  Tcllt— My  impression  is,  that  a  rider  is  in  order  on  third  reading, 
bnt  that  an  amendment  is  not 

Mb.  Bbooks— I  see  nothing  in  our  rules  which  forbid  an  amendmenjt  at 
fiuch  time,  and  donH  understand  why  there  should  be. 

Mb.  Chambbruon- It  is  not  only  proper  and  ruleable  to  amend  on  third 
reading,  but  a  bill  may  even  be  recommitted  at  that  time ;  in  which  last  case, 
it  is  regarded  as  on  second  reading.  Rule  50  does  not  prescribe  that  no  bill 
Bball  be  amended  on  third  reading,  but  directly  the  contrary.  Rule  54  is, 
Also,  to  the  same  effect. 

Mb.  Chbistib— It  seems  to  me  that  this  discussion  is  consuming  too  much 
time. 

The  Spbakkb — The  speaker  is  of  opinion  that  amendments  are  m  order  at 
third  reading.  ' 

Mb.  Duaxe— I  move  that  the  section  prescribiog  that  officors  shall  be  fined 
three  dollars  for  non-attendance  at  drill,  be  so  amended  as  to  impose  on  such 
non-attending  officers  a  fine  of  five  dollars,  and  make  them  subject  to  trial 
by  court  martial  for  every  such  neglect 

I  offer  this  amendment,  because  I  think  it  necessary  to  insure  a  well-dia- 
dplined  militia,  which  we  shall  not  possess,  if  an  officer  is  merely  to  be 
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ponisbed  for  non-attendance  hj  a  paltry  fine.  It  is  necessary  to  oblige  every 
commissioned  officer  to  attend  to  his  duty,  as,  if  worthy  of  a  commission; 
every  one  should  and  would  be  on  every  such  occasion. 

Amendment  carried. 

Mr.  Duaxk— I  move  that  the  amount  allotted  for  mil-eage  be  amended  fVom 

» twenty  to  ten  cents  a  mile,  fts  officers,  while  travelling,  are  receiving  other 

pay.    Stage  coach  fare  is  not  more  than  ten,  and  car  fore  not  more  than  five 

cents  per  mile.    Therefore,  believing  the  proposed  mileage  allowance  to  be 

too  much,  I  offer  my  amendmenL 

Mr.  Folet—I  believe  this  is  the  third  reading  of  this  bill ;  amendments 
should  be  offered  on  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CHAaiBERiAiN->Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  that  the  compensation  is  right 
and  just,  as  now  fixed.  These  officers  do  not  receive  any  per  diem  for  the  time 
during  which  they  are  occupied  in  going  to  and  returning  form  courts' 
martial ;  thus,  a  man  might  walk  twenty  miles,  and  receive  for  that  twenty 
miles  only  two  dollars.  For  these  reasons,  I  think  that  the  rate  proposed  i» 
no  more  than  a  fair  compensation. 

Mr.  Folet— Do  I  understand  the  chair  to  decide  that  a  bill  can  be  amended 
upon  its  third  reading  ? 

The  Speaker— That  is  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Foley— I  am  sorry  to  differ  from  the  chair,  but  must  appeal  from  it» 
decision. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  Both  the  chair  and  the 
House  have  decided  the  question. 

i5R.  Foley— I  was  absent  at  the  time,  and  not  aware  of  that  I  withdraw 
my  appeal. 


Wednesday,  November  30, 1864 
The  House  met  at  12  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Hon.S.  Beldeo,  speaker, 

in  the  £hair. 
The  proceedings  of  the  House  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 

Charles  Strong. 
The  journal  of  Tuesday,  the  29th  instant,  was  adopted  as  read. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  following  resolution :  « 

Besolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of  this  House  be  appointed 

by  the  speaker,  to  inquire  into  the  condition  and  resources  of  the  schools  for 

colored  children,  now  in  existence  in  this  State,  and  report  the  same  to  this 

House. 

The  motion  to  adopt  was  lost— yeas  16,  nays  30. 
*  Mr.  Seymour,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  presented 
the  following  report : 

To  the  honorable  speaker  and  members  of  the  House  of  Rq»'€serUaUves : 

Your  Committee  on  Federal  Relations  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  they 
have  carefully  examined  the  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  W.  P.  Mellen^ 
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General  Agent  United  States  Treasory  Department,  referred  to  tbem  Ibr 
examination,  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  allegations  as  set  forth  are  net 
•ooompanied  b7  the  testimony  necessary  to  anthorixe  this  House  in  aoUoa 
thereon  ;  and  withoat  such  testimony,  if  adopted,  the  resolution  would  be 
eztremly  libellous  in  its  nature,  and  would  be  establishing  a  bad  precedeak 
for  the  ftitnre.  Taking  these  views  into  consideration,  your  oomaittee 
report  anfiivorably. 

The  bill  establiithing  the  polioe  of  conrteaans,  was  put  on  its  first  reading. 

Mb.  Todd— I  move  that  the  reading  of  that  bill  be  stopped.  Its  langnig* 
is  too  obscene  to  be  heard. 

Thb  SpBAKKR^Tlie  gentleman  is  out  of  order.  The  bill  will  be  real 
through.    [Cnes  of  ''  That's  good ! ''] 

Mb.  Katanaqr— I  move  the  adoption  of  the  bill. 

Mb.  Todd— Who  presented  itT 

Thb  Sbcbbtabt— Mr.  Christie. 

Mb.  Todd^I  moTe  its  rejection. 

Mb.  Duane— Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  rejected,  simply  beoanM 
it  will  be  impossible  for  the  police  force  to  carry  out  its  provisions. 

Mb.  Todd— Mr.  Speaker :  I  object  to  this  bill  most  emphattcally,  becaoea 
I  consider  th'at  the  spreading  it  on  record  would  be  an  insalt  to  oursetvei 
and  to  our  fiunilies.  Moreover,  there  is  no  necessity  for  it,  for  the  city  bas 
already  provided  for  the  matter,  and  I  think  that  our  time  can  be  More  prof- 
itably consumed  than  by  taking  up  such  bills. 

MB.CHRi8nB— Mr.  Speaker :  That  is  not  a  bill  prepared  by  me  personanj* 
or  which  I  intended  to  press  upon  the  consideration  of  this  House.  It  was 
prepared  by  a  medical  gentleman  of  this  city,  (with  whom  I  have  but  a  very 
slight  acquaintance,)  and  presents  the  features  of  a  system  that  has  beea 
adopted  in  foreign  countries,  and  which,  as  I  have  been  assured,  lias  worke4 
well  in  countries  where  it  has  been  tried. 

I  had  a  slight  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  mode  of  regulating  the  lewd 
town  women,  under  the  surveillance  of  the  police  and  medical  inspecton^ 
while  in  South  America,  and  during  the  short  time  of  my  observation,  I 
became  convinced  that  it  is  one  w)iich  was  judicious,  conservative  of  health 
and  order,  cleanliness,  and  the  personal  welfare  of  both  the  male  and 
female  portion  of  the  community— yes,  of  the  female  portion,  in  regard  ta 
whom  my  friend  [Mr.  Todd]  seems  to  be  shocked.  I  am  astonished  tbat  a 
gentl«>man  of  his  years,  who  has  grown  old  in  morality,  should  rise  here  and 
oppose  a  bill  which  is  calculated  to  forther  that  very  morality. 

I  am  not  going  to  press  this  upon  your  attention  gentlemen,  and  to  request 
you  to  pass  it,  because  I  present  it.  But  I  believe  it  is  a  good  bill,  whidi 
would  work  W€ll  in  this  community.  To  say  that  the  police  cannot  attend 
to  and  carry  out  its  provisions,  is  simply  to  acknowledge  that  the  police 
authority  is  weak,  and  fall  short  of  the  intentions  for  the  carrying  out  ef 
which,  that  force  was  orgunisced.    We  have  nothing  to  do  with  that,  but  only 
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to  decide  whether  the  bill  is  a  proper  one  or  no,  and  whether  it  contains  a 
sabjeet  proper  for  legislation.  I  think  it  is  not  becoming  men  who  liaTe 
arrived  at  our  years  to  be  shocked  at  its  wording,  which  is  necessarily 
coached  in  plido,  straight-forward  and  naked  language.  It  is  for  the 
interests  of  our  wives  and  cliildren  and  for  the  interests  of  our  great  army 
and  navy  and  every  male  member  of  this  community,  as  well  as  for  the 
firail  deluded  creatures  to  whom  this  bill  has  particular  reference,  that  it 
should  be  adopted. 

In  regard  to  the  inability  of  the  police  to  carry  these  provisions  into 
effect—if,  after  the  bill  is  enacted,  we  find  that  power  inefficient  to  carry  out 
the  proposed  measures,  the  Legislature  has  the  power  to  create  new  powers, 
to  go  further,  and,  by  legislative  enactments,  make  such  accessions  to  now 
existing  functions,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  proposed  provisions. 

I  am  digressing,  and  have  now  only  to  pay  that  I  do  not  wish  the  House  to 
act  upon  the  bill  in  any  particular  manner  because  -I  presented  it»  It  has 
worked  well  in  despotic  countries,  though  I  do  not  know  what  its  effect 
might  be  under  our  fcee  institutions.  I  think  this  Legislature  has  the  )[>ower 
to  pass  the  bill ;  the  only  question  is  to  whether  it  can  be  carried  out ;  if  it 
cannot,  it  must,  although  it  be  passed,  be  considered  a  dead*  letter.  I  have 
in  view  the  interest  of  the  great  army  now  in  our  midst,  and  the  health  of 
the  community  at  large.  I  see  nothing  in  the  bill  that  should  cause  any  man 
to  shudder,  because  it  contains  the  language  necessary  to  describe  the  inten- 
tions therein  to  be  carried  out.  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  mock  mod- 
esty on  thti(  part  of  the  gentleman  who  rises  here  and  declares  this  bill  an 
insult  to  our  families.  I  differ  from  him  most  radically,  for  I  have  a  fondly, 
and  think  I  am  entitled  to  see  them  protected.    [Applause.] 

Mk.  DuA^vB—Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  this  bill  is  unconstitutional,  for  it 
provides  that  the  trial  of  violations  of  this  bill  shall  be  in  private.  Now, 
sir,  according  to  the  constitution,  every  man  is  entitled  to  trial  in  open  court 
Therefore  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pbbscoit— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  have  listened  with  much  attention  to  the 
remarks  of  preceding  gentlemen,  and  approve  of  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Christie).  Still,  that  genUeman 
does  not  claim  the  paternity  of  the  bill,  but  attributes  it  to  a  ge^tleman  of 
the  medical  profession.  However  skilled  that  gentleman  may  be  in  regard 
to  medicine,  he  is  evidentiy  a  perfect  tyro  at  making  laws ;  for  a 
more  clumsy  and  ill-contrived  piece  of  legislation  was  never  presented 
to  this  House  or  any  other.  It  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  bring 
order  out  of  such  a  chaos,  or  to  pass  any  such  bill  with  the  least  expectation 
of  its  being  enforced.  Therefore,  since  it  does  not  admit  of  revision,  it 
should  be  rejected. 

Nevertheless,  a  bill  containing  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  one 
under  consideration— I  have  myself  drafted  such  an  one,  on  account  of 
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whklr,  I  do  not  object,  howerer,  to  the  preeeat  one.  I  hope  I  8h*n  not 
Bhoek  the  delicacy  of  any  gentlemen  of  this  Honse,  bat  most  saj  that  this 
oommanlty  is  subject  at  the  present  time,  is,  as  it  has  been  heretofore, 
and  will  be  hereafter,  subject  to  ^very  contagions  disease,  simply  because  a 
trouble  once  contracted  is  not  eradicated  or  checked.  There  are  many 
eases  where  a  people  has  been  almost  swept  from  the  earth  by  this  disease 
to  which  I  refer,  merely  because  the  course  of  the  disease  is  not  checked  by 
proper  medical  skilL  Take  the  Sandwich  Islands,  for  instance ;  it  is  said 
that  in  the  time  of  Capt.  Cook,  the  population  amounted  to  some  two 
hundred  thousand  souls ;  but  in  a  work  which  I  was  reading  a  short  time 
since,  I  find  the  population  stated  as  being  only  thirty  thousand,  the  decrease 
being  attributed  entirely  to  the  rayages  of  venereal  diseases.  In  addition, 
it  18  stated  that  in  a  short  time  all  the  inhabitants  will  probably  fall  before 
this  scourge. 

In  this  city  there  is  not  so  much  of  this  disease,  because  we  have  skilled 
medical  attendants  and  aid.  If  there  is  to  be  any  saving  of  humanity ;  if 
the  virtue  of  any  sinner  is  to  be  protected,  ovthe  rights  of  any  person  are  to 
be  preserved,  I  think  that  legislation  on  the  subject  is  necessary.  When 
yellow  fever  prevails,  yon  establish  quarantines  and  strict  regulatTons,  with 
a  view  to  exterminate  the  disease  or  to  confine  it  within  certain  limits.  I 
look  upon  the  venereal  disease  as  even  more  destructive  than  that  to  which 
I  have  just  alluded,  for  it  does  not  come  at  particular  times,  but  constantly 
prevails,  as  it  is  constantly  engendered  by  the  vices  of  mankind.  Therefbre , 
I  am  in  favor  of  legislating  on  this  subject 

In  the  place  of  placing  this  matter  under  the  control  of  the  city  police— 
which  it  is  not  likely,  even  if  they  were  willing,  that  they  will  care  to  carry 
out—the  French  system  provides  for  a  special  police,  for  the  support  of  which 
a  revenue  is  derived  flrom  the  system  itself.  I  do  not  care  to  go  into  details 
DOW,  because,  if  this  bill  fidls,  I  shall  present  my  own.  I  must  say,  that  this 
proposed  plan  of  dividing  courtezans  into  three  classes,  is  unjust  and  impolitic. 
Neither  does  the  gentleman  make  any  specific  appropriation,  in  the  bill 
introduced,  of  the  licenses  and  fines  to  be  collected  under  it.  My  bill  ii 
more  comprehensive,  applying  them  to  a  specific  and  laudable  object 

Mh.  OHauBmiLATN— The  gentieman  is  out  of  order.  He  must  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  before  the  House,  and  not  go  into  the  merits  of  his  bill. 

Mb.  Pncsoorr — I  will  name  one  of  the  objects  to  which  the  snms  referred 
to  might  be  donated— »the  Charity  Hospital.  It  is  open  to  all  men  of  every 
and  all  denominations,  bnt  it  has  become  almost  practically  suspended,  and 
I  suppose  that  unless  some  spedfic  donation  is  made,  giving  it  a  source  of 
revenue,  it  must  be  closed.  The  bill  which  I  propose  will  provide  for  this. 
I  am  informed  that  there  are  no  less  than  two  thousand  courtezans  in  this 
city,  and  a  tax  levied  upon  them  of  two  dollars  each  would,  if  applied  to  the 
support  of  this  institution,  give  it  an  ample  income.    But  this  bill  under 
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ooDsideratioQ  fixes  no  method  whatever  for  the  appropriation  of  fines  and 
licenses.  Therefore,  I  think  that,  for  this  reason— besides  and  independentl/ 
of  many  others^-it  should  be  rejected. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried,  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Balser.  Brown,  Bisbec,  Bernard,  Bangs,  Brooks,  Collins, 
Cook,  Corley,  Duane.  Ennis,  Gannon,  Galligsr,  Harnan,  Hawkins,  Haw^ 
thome^  Ingram,  Kamper,  Lester,  Lewis.  McCann,  Miller  W.  D..  Meeks, 
Nephler,  Pearson,  Prescott,  Robinson,  Rotg^,  Riggs,  Spellicy,  Seymour, 
Shaw,  Senette,  Todd,  Van  Tromp.  Wood— 36. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bovee,  Bouligny,  Bnckley,  Bensel,  Badger,  Bnrke,  Breck- 
enridge,  Belden  R.  L.,  Creigh,  Chamberlain,  Christie,  Dufr^ne,  Danel,  £!vans,  - 
Foley,  Griffith,  Haberlin,  fienratty,  Karanagh,  Kleas,  Laloire,  McDonnell^ 
Miller  R.  M.,  Maas,  Mace,  Marie,  O^Conner,  Scbillang,  Tally.  Woodward, 
Wheeler— 31. 

The  bill  relating  to  extending  the  time  for  the  payment  of  State  taxes, 
was  adopted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Catholic  Ladies  Association  of  Baton  Ronge, 
was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambevlain,  the  bill  relative  to  ways  and  means  was 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  speaker  stated,  that  having  carefiilly  examined  the  rules  and  works 
on  parliamentary  law,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  (hat  amendments  could 
not  be  ofifiered  to  a  bill  on  its  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  the  militia  bill  was  adopted  unanimously,  as 
amended,  on  its  third  reading,  after  which  the  title  of  the  bill  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Louisiana  Institution 
for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind,"  was  taken  op  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bubkb— I  would  like  to  know  if  there  is  such  aa  institution  in  eidst- 
ence,  and  if  so,  how  many  inmates  it  has.    I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brbckknridoe— The  institution  exists  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  has  not 
been  interfered  with  there,  but  I  am  not  able  to  state  how  maqy  are  in  the 
asylum  at  present  The  Legislature  of  Louisiana  used  to  appropriate 
$25,000  instead  of  $10,000,  and  this  will  not  meet  all  the  claims  that  will 
arise. 

Mr.  Sktmour— If  there  is  such  an  institution!  would  like  to  see  the  bill  go 
through,  for  I  know  of  families  that  are  obliged  to  support  deaf,  dumb  and 
blind  persons,  because  there  is  no  proper  place  to  send  them. 

Mr.  Bovbe— lean  assure  the  gentleman,  that  there  is  such  an  insUtution. 
It  is  a  State  institudon,  and  one  that  must  be  supported  by  the  State.  If  no 
appropriation  is  made  by  this  House,  the  payment  of  the  expenses  must  be 
met  in  some  way  by  the  State.  There  are  now  some  twenty-eight  inmates 
of  the  institution.  A  portion  of  the  building  is  used  by  the  military  author- 
ities for  hospital  purposes,  and  they  have  assisted  the  institution  greatly.  For 
the  last  two  or  three  years  it  has  received  no  support  except  from  the  milli- 
tary  authorities,  and  what  the  inmates  could  earn  in  their  workshops.    Mr. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


155 

Kariiii,  Ibe  Buperiotendent,  made  a  statement,  and  Hr.  Benson,  of  tbe  Senate, 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions,  inrUed  the  House 
committee  to  consider  it,  which  wts  done  and  this  bill  is  the  result  of  the 
examination.  A  report  was  made  and  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  should 
have  been  sent  to  the  House  also.  In  former  times,  the  institution  received 
an  appropriation  of  $25,000  per  year,  and  as  they  are  somewhat  in  arrearsi 
it  is  neceesary  that  a  bill  of  this  kind  should  pass,  even  though  the  money 
cannot  be  paid  immediately,  for,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  superintendent,  it 
wUl  enable  them  to  get  a  short  credit  At  present  they  are  in  needy  circum- 
stances, and  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass. 

The  bill  was  iheu.  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Duane  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  tide  of  the  militia 
bni,  which  was  carried,  and  the  following  substitute  adopted : 

**  An  act  to  organize  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.'' 

Ifr.  Prescott  offered  two  additional  articles  to  the  same  bill,  and  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  attach  them  to  the  bill. 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order,  the  bill  having  been  finally 
adopted. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  m.,  Thursday,  December  1st. 


Thdr6dat,  December  1, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  o'clock  ii.,  pursuant  to  an  adjournment,  Hon.  S. 
Belden,  speaker,  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Newman. 

The  journal  of  Wednesday  was  adopted  as  read. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Ifr.  Seymour :  A  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  St  George's  Academy, 
of  Algiers.'' 

Mr.  Dejean,  in  behalf  of  the  Judiciary  Committee :  "  An  act  to  amend 
articles  1044, 1202, 1332, 1365, 1661, 1662  and  1785  of  the  Civil  Code  of 
Louisiana.''  Also, '*  An  act. to  repeal  article  1783  of  the  Civil  Code  of 
Louisiana." 

A  message  was  received  firom  the  Senate,  through  Mr.  Neells,  the  secretary, 
requesting  the  signature  of  the  speaker  of  the  House  to  the  enrolled  act 
entitled  **  An  act  organizing  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

An  act  to  amend  articles  95  and  97  of  the  Civil  Code. 

First  reading  and  adopted. 

The  bill  for  the  organization -and  establishing  of  the  free  public  schools 
throughout  the  State,  came  up  on  first  reading. 

Mb.  Riqgs— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 

Mb.  BoFiLLr— I  second  that  motion. 
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Mr.  Chambbriain— I  would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  wby  the  genUeman 
objects  to  this  act? 

Mr.  Kiqos— I  think  it  is  impossible  to  make  this  bill  of  any  effect  Our 
State  is  too  mnch  drained  of  finances,  and  we  bold  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
State,  in  which  peace  is  not  sufficiently  restored,  on  account  of  which  there  is 
no  means  by  which  we  can  raise  the  money  to  carry  out  its  provisions,  eren 
if  it  should  become  a  law. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  think  that  is  a  very  imperfect  reason 
for  excluding  the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  we  have  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
State,  we  have  only  to  provide  for  a  small  j>ortion  of  it. 

Mb.  Bocdreaux— I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  expect  to  have  more  of  the 
State  at  some  future  day,  and  had  better  make  preparation,  that  it  also  may 
share  the  benefits  which  this  bill  will  confer. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  lost. 

Mr.  Foley  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  of  State  taxes  for  1861, 
1862  and  1863." 

Rules  suspended,  and  the  bill  put  on  its  second  reading  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  put  on  its 
third  and  final  reading  and  passed,  with  title. 

Mr.  Foley  moved  a  recess  of  fifteen  minutes,  which  was  carried  by  a  rising 
vote  of  28  yeas  to  22  nays. 

The  House  being  called  to  order  after  the  recess,  fifty-six  members  answered 
to  their  names. 

Mr.  Todd  moved  to  adjourn,  there  being  no  quorum,  which  was  lost  by  the 
iollowiog  vote— yeas  12,  nays  43. 

Mr.  Duane  moved  to  a^'oum. 

Carried,  by  a  rising  vote  ot  37  yeas,  20  nays. 

The  House  acyoumed  until  Friday,  December  2, 1864,  at  12  m. 


Fridat,  December  2, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  ii.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Ho^.  S.  Belden,  speaker, 
in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  were  opened  with  prayer  by  ^e  Rev.  Mr. 
Thon^as. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Christib— I  move  that  Mr.  O'Connell  be  excused  from  attendance 
during  the  next  ten  days. 

Mr.  Boudreaux— I  am  perfectly  willing  to  grant  leave  of  absence  to  any 
member  on  account  of  sickness,  but  for  no  other  reason. 

Mb.  Christib— I  am  infohned,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  gentleman  has  been 
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ftppoioted  oa  a  military  ataff,  and  the  datioa  of  bis  new  podtioQ  demand  his 
wbole  attrition  at  present 

Mb.  Sbtmoob— I  do  not  believe  tbat  is  a  sufficient  ezonse. 

Motion  to  grant  leave  of  absence  was  lost 

Mr.  Boyee  offered  a  resolution,  antborizing  Uie  sergeaat-at-arms  to  furnish 
f]iree  copies  of  the  dailj  morning  papers  to  the  offioers,  members  and  official 
r^N>rters  of  the  House. 

Me.  Botbe— Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope  that  resolatlon  will  pass,  as  there  are 
two  of  the  morning  papers  which  publish  our  proceedings  gratuitously, 
while  another  is  the  official  paper  of  the  State.  For  my  own  part,  I  would 
like  to  have  each  one  of  these,  and  belive  that  other  members  would  also. 

The  resolution  was  carried,  a  motion  to  table  being  lost. 
'     Mr.  Todd  presented  a  resolution,  requiring  the  committee  on  investigation 
of  alleged  frauds  to  report  as  early  as  possible. 

Mb.  Badoee — I  move  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Motion  carried. 

Mb.  Sistmoub— Mr.  Speaker :  As  one  of  tife  members  of  that  committee,  I 
would  state  that  we  have  worked  for  an  hour  and  a  half  on  every  night  since 
the  organization  of  the  committee,  and  that  it  will  require  three  weeks  more 
of  labor  before  we  shall  be  able  to  report  at  length. 

Mb.  ToDD—It  has  been  said  among  the  tax  payers  of  this  community  that 
the  committee 

Thb  Sfeakbb— The  gentieman  is  ont  of  order. 

Senate  bill  entitied  *'  An  act  to  organize  the  police  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans."  First  reading  and  adopted  and  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  seven  to  be  appdinted  by  the  speaker. 

The  hour  for  taking  up  the  order  of  the  day  not  having  arrived,  Mr.  Lewis 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day.  Rules 
finq>ended. 

'^  An  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  keeping  public  accounts.''  Second 
reading,  adopted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

"  An  act  to  establish  a  bounty  flind  for  the  benefit  of  Louisiana  State 
volunteers,  and  to  organize  a  board  of  control  for  the  receipt  and  distribu- 
tion thereof    Second  reading,  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

'^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  state  tax  collector  in  and  for  Uie 
parish  of  Jefferson."  Second  reading,  adopted  and  referred  to  the  Oomodi- 
tae  OS  the  Judiciary. 

"Joint  resolution  relating  to  presidential  electors."  Second  reading, 
adopted  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  joint  resolution  was  put  on 
ito  third  and  final  reading,  and  passed  with  titie. 

An  act  relative  to  judicial  advertisements  was  read. 
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Mr.  Tru.T— I  move  thftt  the  bill  be  rejected,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  verbatim 
copy  of  a  law  already  in  oar  books. 

Mr  Christie~I  hope  the  bill  will  be  referred  to  tlie  Judiciary  Committee, 
as  1  wish  to  m&lce  some  alterations  in  it. 

Mr.  Bocdreaux— I  hope  the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Jadicary  Committee, 
inasmuch  as  it  needs  some  alterations,  which  can  then  be  made.  I  accord- 
ingly move  its  reference  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Tuixt — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

On  motion,  ^e  House  then  a^'oumed  until  12  m.,  Monday.  December  5. 


Monday,  December  6,  1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12,  m. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Strong. 

The  roll  was  called,  and,  after  obtaining  a  quorum,  the  minntes  of  the 
last  day's  proceedings  were  read  anj  approved. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
police  bill : 

Messrs.  Kavanagh.  Meeks,  Robinson,  Bensel,  Badger,  Dufresne,  Bernard. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

Besolvedy  That  the  sergeant-at-Arms  be  required  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  the  residence  or  place  of  business  of  every  member  of  this  House. 

Be  U  further  resolved^  That  the  speaker  of  the  House  may  order  the  door- 
keeper not  to  allow  any  member  to  go  without  the  bar  while  the  House  is  in 
session,  if  by  the  absence  of  such  member  a  quorum  shall  be  found  wanting. 

Mr.  Badger — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  by  the  following  vote — ^yeas  42,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Bovee  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas,  Much  valuable  time  is  daily  lost  by  this  House  on  account  of 
<he  neglect  of  many  of  its  members  to  attend  al  the  hour  fixed  for  the  assem- 
bling of  the  same,  thereby  keeping  many  members  waiting  until  a  quorum 
can  be  obtained ;  and  whereas^  the  26th  article  of  the  State  constitutioa 
authorizes  the  members  of  this  House  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
members ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  any  member  falling  to  appear  within  the  bar  within  thirty 
minutes  from  the  calling  of  the  roll,  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  $3,  unless 
excused  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House.  That  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  be  authorized  to  place  any  member  under  arrest  who  shall  refuse  to 
pay  such  fine.  The  amount  thus  collected  shall  be  given  as  a  donation  to 
the  Charity  HoepiUl. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary  presented  a  memorial,  recommending  that- 
the  salary  of  the  chief  clerk  of  that  committee  be  increased  to  eight  dollars 
per  day. 

Adopted. 
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The  bill  relatiFe  to  judicial  adFertiBements  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Judiciary,  on  its  second  reading. 

An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  licencee  was  referred,  on  its 
second  reading,  to  the  same  committee. 

An  act  relatiTS  to  absentees  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

An  act  relative  to  district  attorneys  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  rules  were  suspended,  to  take  up  the 
bill  to  provide  for  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  State. 

Before  taking  up  the  bill,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  was  read,  requesting 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  receive  articles  of  impeachment  against 
A.  P.  Doetie,  state  auditor. 

Mb.  SsTMOca— I  move  to  reject  it. 

Ma.  BoFiLL — As  there  seems  to  be  a  motion  to  reject,  I  would  like  to  know 
how  the  House  can  reject  a  resolntlon  coming  from  the  Senate?  We  can 
refuse  to  appoint  the  CDmmittee,  and  I  believe  we  can  only  do  that. 

Mr.  FoLiT— I  ^ish  to  explain  the  vote  I  intend  giving.  I  believe  thi* 
resolution  is  illegal,  and  I  refer  you  to  the  laws  of  the  State  on  impeachment : 

**  Whenever  any  person  shall  wish  to  accuse  a  public  officer  before  the 
Legislature,  he  stmll  address  the  House  of  Representatives  a  memorial  con- 
taining a  brief  exposition  of  the  a^ts  of  sush  public  officer  which  are  sup- 
poeed  to  be  contrary  to  law ;  the  memorial  shall  be  sworn  to,  and  signed  by 
birn  who  presents  it ;  and  shall  contain  a  list  of  the  individuals  who  can  give 
information  relative  to  the  facts  set  forth,  with  notice  of  the  several  charges 
which  each  individual  included  in  the  list  can  substantiate  by  his  testimony." 

This  extract  which  I  have  just  read,  can  be  found  in  the  last  Revised  Stat- 
utes of  this  State,  page  244,  section  1.  Viewing  the  resolution  in  the  light  of 
an  infringement  upon  this  law,  I  think  that  the  Senate  has  not  proceeded 
a«M>rding  to  law  in  this  matter,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the  rejection 
of  this  resolution. 

If  any  member  of  the  Senate  wishes  to  impeach  the  state  auditor,  let  him 
address  a  memorial  to  this  House,  in  accordance  with  the  section  just  read ; 
it  will  then  be  time  enough  for  us  to  consider  the  matter  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee. Under  the  influence  of  these  views,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote 
sgunst  the  resolution. 

Mk.  SsrifouR— Mr.  Speaker :  I  must  vote  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  reason 
that  I  believe  the  state  auditor  has  done  his  work  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tioosly,  88  regards  the  people  and  ourselves. 

Mr.  Waters— I  move  the  resolution  be  sent  back  to  the  Senate,  for  cor- 
rection. 

Mr.  Chambbblain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  deny  the  power  of  th^  Senate  to  impeach 
either  the  state  auditor  or  any  officer  of  the  government.  The  power  of  im- 
peachment, by  our  constitntion,  article  85,  is  vested  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  in  that  alone,  fiut  this  House  has  seen  no  reason  to,  and 
from  this  resolution  can  glean  no  information  why,  the  state  auditor  should 
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be  impeached.  iQatmach  as  the  Senate  has  not  proceeded  legally,  I,  for  this 
and  mj  other  reason,  I  think  we  have  no  right  to  proceed  to  Impeaehment.  I 
move  an  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill  or  resolution. 

Mr.  Ckeiou— According  to  the  gentleman's  argnment,  any  officer  of  this 
State  can  do  Just  what  he  pleases,  and  insult  the  Senate  as  much  as  he  pleases, 
wiUiout  fear  of  any  disagreeable  consequences. 

Mr.  Chambeblun— Not  at  all,  sir.  The  Senate  may  arraign  any  member 
or  officer  acting  in  a  disorderly  manner,  but  cannot  impeach  him. 

Mr.  Christib— Mr.  Speaicer :  This  is  one  of  the  most  unaccountable  trans- 
actions I  have  ever  heard  ot  I  would  like  to  know  by  what  right  the  Senate 
has  sent  this  resolution  into  this  House  for  the  purpose  of  impeaching  a 
public  officer,  without  as  much  as  stating  what  are  the  grounds  for  taking 
this  action? 

Do  not  the  members  of  the  Senate  know,  sir,  that  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment  rests  solely  with  this  House  ?  If  they  do  not,  we,  the  members  of  it, 
should,,  by  referring  back  their  resolution,  inform  that  body  of  the  lact 

There  is  another  matter  in  this  connection,  equally  unaccountable  to  me, 
which  is,  that  the  bill  is  signed  by  only  one  member  of  the  Senate,  and  that 
one  not  the  speaker.  A  request,  properly  coming  fh>m  the  Senate,  should, 
in  order  to  receive  becoming  cpurteey  from  tliis  House,  be  signed  by  the 
speaker,  and  at  least  a  moiety  of  the  members.  Holding  that  the  action  of 
that  honorable  body  has  been  altogether  wrong,  and  that  tho  resolution  was, 
in  itself,  worthy  of  no  consideration,  I  seconded  the  motion  to  reject  it  The 
House  must  know  the  grounds  of  this  proposed  impeachment,  for  it  is  a  very 
serious  matter  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  still  more,  to  be  acted 
upon.  I  shall,  for  these  reasons,  renew  my  second  to  the  motion  for  rejec- 
tion. 

On  motion  put,  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

The  bill  for  increasing  the  State  revenue  and  raising  means  to  pay  the 
State  debt,  being  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up.  . 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  the  bill  be  taken  up  for  consideration,  section  by 
section. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  section  I,  providing  for  a  tax  of  two  dollars 
npon  every  bale  of  cotton  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  grown  in  this 
State,  was  adopted. 

Section  2,  levying  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  upon  each  hogshead  of 
twelve  hundred  pounds  of  sugar  raised  in  this  State,  was  read. 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  That  is  not  half  Muc  enough.  It  should  be 
what,  by  the  bill  on  its  first  reading,  it  was  fixed  at,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
by  what  right  the  rate,  as  laid  down  then,  has  been  altered.  It  was  then  two 
dollars,  and  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  that  sum  in  place  of  "  one  dollar 
and  finy  cents." 

The  motion  to  amend  was  lost,  and  the  section  adopted  as  reported. 
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Section  3  imposed  a  tax  of  twenty* flye  cents  upon  each  barrel  of  molasses 
made  in  the  State. 

Mb.  Boudrsaux — I  amend  to  fifty  cents. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  original  section  adopted. 

Section  4  provided  for  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  upon  each  hundred  pounds 
of  rice. 

Mb.  Chahbkrlain— Mr.  Speaker:  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the 
words,  "  grown  or  raised  in  this  State/'  because  we  cannot  tax  a  hundred 
ponnds  of  rice  without  knowing  where  it  was  produced ;  therefore,  I  move 
to  insert  these  words,  omitted  by  the  desk. 

Mb.  Foley— I  move  that  be  tabled,  as  we  have  a  right  to  tax  anything 
eomiog  into  this  port 

Mb.  Baum — I  deny  that  statement 

Mb.  Todd — Mr.  Speaker :  There  is  a  most  decided  inequality  between 
the  tax  imposed  upon  rice  and  that  upon  other  products. 

The  motion  to  table  Mr.  Chamberlain's  amendment  was  lost,  and  it  was 
tiliereupon  adopted. 

Mb.  Todi>— I  amend  the  tax  to  ten  cents. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  move  that  the  section  be  stricken  out 

Mb.  Chamberlain — Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  like  to  have  some  gentleman 
propose  some  means  of  taxing  (his  State,  if  the  revenue  is  not  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  of  products.  I  am  opposed  to  taxing  necessaries,  although  we 
must  raise  funds  in  some  way,  and  must  spare  them  as  much  as  possible. 
Therefore,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  ten  cents,  though  I  believe 
ft  hundred  ponnds  of  rice  is  worth  as  much  as  a  barrel  of  molasses,  in  cash 
value.  Allow  me  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  the  committee  tried, 
in  drawing  up  the  bill,  to  confine  itself  to  the  cash  value  of  articles,  and, 
therefore,  imposed  the  tax  upon  rice  as  on  molasses,  because  the  relative 
'  prices  of  the  stated  quantities  are  the  same. 

.The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  lost,  and  it  was  then  adopted  as 
amended. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  Before  the  clerk  reads  any  further,  I 
would  like  to  insert  a  section  in  this  place.  I  perceive  that  tobacco  has  not 
been  taxed  at  all  in  the  bill ;  therefore,  I  propose  that  a  tax  of  two  dollars 
be  laid  upon  every  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  produced  in  this  State. 

The  section,  having  been  put  in  due  form,  was  adopted  as  section  5. 

Section  6,  for  a  tax  of  four  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  horse 
dealers  and  livery  stable  keepers,^  defining  them. 

Mb.  Folbt— ]d[r.  Speaker :  I  oppose  the  taxing  of  any  man's  ^oss  receipts. 
If  tbe*gentleman  will  calculate,  he  will  find  that  this  section  provides  for  a 
tax  of  four  dollars  on  every  hundred  that  a  man  receives.  I  move  to  amend 
by  inserting  "one  per  cent,"  which  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  highest  tax 
imposed  upon  the  receipts  of  any  man. 

Hll 
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Mb.  Waters — Every  planter  in  the  State  has  to  pay  fifly-fonr  dollan  a 
year  as  internal  revenue  tax,  and  here  we  are  abont  taxing  them  nearly  the 
same  amount  again. 

Mr.  Chaj^bblain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  know  that  the  livery  stable  keepers  of 
this  city  are  becoming  rich — making  money  fast  Now  fonr  per  cent  tax 
upon  this  class  may  at  first  appear  too  much,  but  we  must  take  into  consid- 
eration their  outlay,  which  is  not  much.  They  keep  horses  belonging  to 
them,  and  charge  at  such  rates  for  so  doing,  as  well  as  for  hire  of  their 
horses — ten  dollars,  for  instance,  to  the  lake— that  they  can  well  aiTord  to 
pay  the  tax  proposed.  - 

Mr.  KAVANAOH—Mr.  Speaker :  This  tax  is  upon  what  is,  in  eflTect,  a  lux- 
ury, or  which  involves  luxury,  and,  as  I  believe  in  taxing  luxuries  instead 
of  necessaries,  I  believe  the  bill  is  correct  as  reported.  The  fietct  that  all 
these  men  are  rich,  is  a  proof  that  they  can  pay  without  diflSculty  the  sum 
proposed. 

Mr.  Folet— Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  call  attention  to  article  124  of  the 
constitution,  declaring  that  taxation  shall  be  equal.  Now  if  this  proposed 
tax  is  levied  upon  livery  stable  keepers,  it  should,  and  might  with  equal 
justice,  be  levied  upon  any  wholesale  dealer  or  retail  grocer.  We  cannot 
tax  the  gross  receipts  of  one  man,  more  than  those  of  another,  constitntion- 
ally. 

I  believe  that  a  tax  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  every  bu^- 
ness  will  produce  an  ample  revenue  for  meeting  the  wants  of  this  State,  and 
for  this  reason  offered  my  amendment 

Mr.  Chamberlain —Mr.  Speaker :  The  gentleman  has  referred  to  article 
124  of  the  constitution.  Now  I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  sense  and 
ability  of  the  gentleman  to  believe  for  one  moment  Uiat,  as  he  has  stated  that 
article,  he  believes  it  to  be  properly  construed  ;  I  cannot  hold  so  low  an 
estimate  of  his  talent  as  a  construer  of  language. 

That  article  does  say  that  taxation  shall  be  equal — meaning  thereby  that  a 
livery  stable  keeper  in  this  city  shall  not  be  taxed  four  per  cent  on  his  gross 
receipts,  and  another,  in  Baton  Rouge,  two  per  cent— not  that  one  man's 
income  shall  not  be  taxed  more  than  that  of  another.  Are  we  to  be  told 
that  a  retail  grocer  is  to  be  taxed  as  high  as  a  theatre  manager  or  a  grog- 
shop keeper  ?  Have  we  no  precedent  to  establish  different  rates  of  taxation? 
Certainly  we  have,  and  the  gentleman  cannot  deny  it  All  of  this  class  of 
men  are  to  be  taxed  in  proportion  alike,  but  they  come  in  the  class  of  luxu- 
ries, which  should  of  right  be  taxed  higher  than  absolute  necessaries. 

Mr.  Burke— Mr.  Speaker :  The  people  of  New  Orleans,  and  throughout 
the  State,  are  already  taxed  so  enormously  that  they  are  not  able'  to  pay 
what  this  House  would  exact  from  them.  Therefore  I  think  that  this  matter 
should  be  let  alone  for  the  present,  and  left  for  some  fiiture  Legislature  to 
take  up.    For  this  reason  I  move  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 
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Mr.  Foley's  amendment  was  carried,  and  thereupon  the  House  acyoumed 
until  12  M.  of  the  8lh  iusL 


Tuesday,  December  6,  18C4. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  aiyourament,  at  12  m. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Father  McGee. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Laster  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday.  5th  inst,  compelling  the 
members  of  the  House  to  remain  within  the  bar  during  the  session,  unless 
allowed  by  the  speaker  to  retire,  be  and  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Mb.  Lewis — There  has  been  no  such  resolution  introduced,  compelling  the 
attendance  of  members.  The  speaker  only  has  power  to  compel  members 
to  remain  when,  by  such  absence,  a  quorum  would  be  wanting. 

Mr.  Bocdreaux-  I  think  the  resolution  was  proper,  and  should  not  be 
rescinded. 

Mr.  Laster— I  will  state,  that  it  is  often  necessary  for  members  of  this 
House  to  retire  for  a  short  space  of  time,  to  transact  business  of  their  own, 
or  attend  to  business  of  a  public  nature.  I  do  not  think  the  speaker  or 
members  have  any  right  to  cause  members  to  remain  here.  I  think  a  member 
has  a  right  to  go  out  when  he  pleases,  and  if  he  is  wantod,  let  the  sergeant- 
at-arms  be  sent  for  him. 

Mb.  Todd— I  differ  from  the  gentleman.  The  State  claims  our  time  from 
12  to  3  O'clock,  and  if  a  member  has  other  business,  he  should  drop  the  one 
or  the  other. 

Mr.  Lewis—I  contend,  that  if  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Laster  passes,  it  does 
not  refer  to  the  resolution  adopted. yesterday. 

Mr.  Foley — I  am  opposed  to  rescinding  the  resolution.  It  only  contem- 
plated that  no  member  should  be  permitted  to  go  outside  of  the  bar  when  a 
quorum  would  be  destroyed  thereby.  I  do  not  see  what  objection  any 
member  can  have  to  the  adoption  of  that  resolution,  or  what  reason  exists 
for  rescinding  it.  No  public  or  private  business  should  interfere  with  the 
daties  we  come  here  to  perform.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  left 
as  it  is,  and  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  prevailed. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  relative  to  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  affairs  of  the  New  Orleans  Gaslight  Company,  was  read. 

Mr.  Pearson — I  move  that  it  be  referred  back  to  the  committee.  It  is  not 
the  report  adopted  by  the  committee. 

Mb.  Foley — I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  give  his  reasons  for  mak- 
ing such  a  statement  If  there  is  a  minority  report,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
eommittee  to  present  it 

Mr.  Pearson — ^Before  the  committee  finished  their  investigation  of  the 
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affoirs  of  the  N.  O.  Gaslight  Gompany,  a  report  was  drawn  up  and  presented 
to  them,  which  they  revised  by  strikiog  out  a  good  many  clauses ;  bat  this 
is  nearly  the  same  as  the  report  that  was  first  presented.  The  clauses  stricken 
out  are  still  in  the  report 

M&r  Todd— The  clerk  drew  up  the  report,  and  the  gentleman,  as  well  as 
others,  saw  it,  and  objected  to  some  articles,  and  some  alterations  were  sug- 
gested in  regard  to  lighting  up  the  city,  etc.  I  told  them,  if  they  knew  that 
in  any  way  the  Gaslight  Company  had  forfeited  their  contract,  they  ought  to 
bring  it  up.  They  do  not  like  the  report,  because  it  praises  the  company ; 
but  I  defy  them  to  say  it  is  incorrect  in  any  respect. 

Mr.  Pearson— It  was  understood  by  the  committee,  that  this  report,  made 
out  by  the  clerk,  was  to  come  to  this  House  with  the  clauses  stricken  out,  as 
proposed  by  a  majority.  They  were  satisfied  with  the  balance  of  the  report, 
and  did  not  trouble  themselves  further  about  it,  thinking  that  the  report 
would  be  sent  in. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp — The  committee  objected  to  the  advance  of  money  that 
was  required  by  the  Gas  Company,  and  that  portion  of  the  report,  as  well  as 
several  others,  was  stricken  out 

Mr.  Boveb— This  is  not  the  proper  place  for  the  committee  to  wrangle,  and 
I  move  that  it  be  referred  back,  to  be  presented  in  a  proper  shape. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  rise  for  information.  I  would  ask  how  many  members  com- 
pose the  committee  ? 

The  Speaker — Seven. 

Mr.  Foley— How  many  have  signed  the  report? 

The  Speaker— One. 

Mr.  Foijsy— I  move  that  the  action  of  this  House  be  postponed  until 
another  report  of  the  committee,  majority  or  minority,  is  made. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Lost 

Mr.  Bovee— I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  motion,  as  we  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  a  majority  or  minority  report,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  refer  it  to  the  committee,  to  be  presented  in  a  proper  form. 

Mr.  Badger— One  important  item  is  left  out,  relative  to  turning  on  the  gas 
in  houses  where  the  last  occupants  failed  to  pay  up.  The  company  refuses 
to  furnish  gas,  where  there  are  any  arrears. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  to  postpone,  was  then  adopted. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  relative  to  certain  bills  referred 
to  them,  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Breckenridge :  ''  An  act  to  abolish  Globe  balls,  and  prohibit  all  other 
similar  pandemoniums  throughout  the  State." 

Mr.  Dejean,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  gave  notice  of  hia 
intention  to  introduce  the  following  acts : 
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Acto  to  repeal  articles  226,  539  and  2300  of  the  Civil  Code. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  322,  334,  522,  526,  556,  1278,  1775,  1841,  1856, 
2242,  2255,  2261,  2335,  2346  and  2419  of  the  Civil  Code. 

Acts  to  repeal  articles  2502,  2505  and  2695  of  the  avil  Code. 

Acte  to  amend  articles  2348,  2351,  2415,  2417,  2424,  2454,  2500, 2504,  2534, 
2542,  2572,  2588,  2589,  2913,  2945  and  3102  of  the  Civil  Code. 

Mr.  Prescott :  "An  act  to  levy  a  special  tax  on  theatres  in  the  cHy  of  New 
Orleans,  for  charitable  purposes." 

A  bill  relative  to  brands  and  marks  of  animals,  was  adopted  on  its  first 
reeding. 

On  motion,  the  speaker  was  empowered  to  grant  permission  to  members 
io  leave  the  House. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Todd,  the  rules  were  suspended  to  take  up  the  Senate 
bill  relative  to  the  transfer  of  a  loan,  reported  by  substitute,  and  the  bill 
adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

By  a  further  suspension  of  ihe  rules,  the  bill  passed  its  second  and  final 
reading. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  for  increasing  the  State 
revenue  and  paying  the  State  debt,  was  taken  up. 

Section  7  provided  for  a  tax  of  one  per  cent  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  all 
brokers  and  commission  merchants,  defining  them. 

Mr.  Foley— Mr.  Speaker :  It  seems  to  me  that  this  section  is  a  most  grossly 
unjust  one.  I  would  like,  in  the  first  place,  to  know  what  the  term  "  gross 
receipts,"  which  are  to  be  taxed  one  per  cent,  signifies,  in  this  connection  ? 
I  wish  to  understand  whether  this  relates  to  a  broker's  profits,  and  pay  as 
such,  or  whether  the  clause  means  that  if  a  commission  merchant  sells  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods,  he  is  to  be  taxed  one  per  cent,  on 
that  amoant,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  susceptible  of  such  a  construction. 
A  commission  merchant  receives  only  one-half  of  one  per  cent  as  his  com- 
mission. Now,  if  this  clause  means  to  tax  him  one  per  cent,  upon  all  he 
receives  during  the  day,  I  think  that  the  tax  is  at  least  two  hundred  per  cent 
too  great  If  it  means  a  tax  upon  his  gross  profits  or  commission,  the  tax  is 
still  too  high,  because  he  does  not  receive  that  per  cent.,  in  the  first  place. 

I  ttiink  that  one-fourth  of  oue  per  cent  on  the  profits  which  he  r^eives  for 
attending  to  his  duties  is  quite  sufficient 

Mr.  Lewis— I  move  to  strike  out  **  gross  receipts,"  and  insert "  gross  per 
centage."  • 

Mr.  CHiiiBERiAiN— Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  claim  to  be  the  originator  of 
this  bill,  but  I  cannot  help  saying  that  in  my  opinion,  the  gentleman  has 
wilfhlly  misconstrued  the  language  of  this  section,  for  it  is  too  plain  for  any 
man  to  mistake  its  meaning.  How  a  gentleman  can  get  up  here  and  tell 
me  that  he  does  not  know  the  difference  between  gross  receipts  and  gross 
sales,  is  something  I  cannot  understand.    The  gross  receipts  of  a  merchant 
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are  the  gross  receipts  of  what  he  receives  upon  his  sales.  A  commission 
merchant  does  not  receive  the  money  on  his  sales  for  himself,  but  simply  to 
pay  it  over  to  his  principal.  But  he  has  a  commission,  and  it  is  upon  that 
which  we  propose  to  impose  a  tax  of  one  per  cent.  He  may  sell  a  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  goods,  hut  he  only  receives  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
the  sale  ;  this  is  what  we  propose  to  tax,  not  the  money  which  he  hands  over 
to  his  principal. 

The  idea  of  reducing  taxes  to  so  low  a  standard  is  simply  ridiculous,  for 
by  so  doing,  instead  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  State  indebted- 
ness and  carry  on  the  State  government,  we  shall  have  but  a  pitiful  sum» 
inadequate  to  liquidate  the  expenditures  of  half  a  year.  Before  we  proceed, 
it  was  my  intention  to  have  endeavored  to  make  this  and  the  preceding  sec- 
tion harmonize,  as  in  my  view  it  is  grossly  unjust  to  tax  a  commissiom  mer- 
chant less  than  a  livery  stable  keeper.  The  gentleman  on  my  right  com- 
^aitted  the  error  of  endeavoring  to  tax  the  luxuries  less  than  the  necessaries 
of  life. 

Mr.  Foley— I  call  the  gentleman  f^  order.  It  was  not  my  error,  but  that 
of  the  Ilouse,  if  there  is  any  at  all. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — Well,  sir,  it  was  an  error  of  the  House,  then.  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  this  body  to  the  fact,  that  this  bill  was  drawn  up  with 
a  great  deal  of  care,  labor  and  attention,  and  with  regard  to  the  amount 
which  must  be  raised.  If  it  goes  through  entire,  without  any  amendment, 
the  State  will  have  to  provide  for  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  eight  thousand 
dollars.  IIow  can  that  be  provided  for,  except  by  a  loan  ?  We  propose  to 
raise  a  tax  to  pay  off  our  indebtedness,  of  which  there  is  an  outstanding  bill 
amounting  to  seventeen  hundred  thousand  dollars,  due  bondholders  of  this 
State,  and  unless  we  liquidate  this  debt,  how  are  we  to  contract  another? 
The  true  policy  of  credit  is  to  establish  it  on  the  firmest  basis  possible,  which 
we  shall  by  no  manner  of  means  do,  if  we  proclaim  ourselves  unable  to  pay 
creditors  of  the  State. 

The  taxes  proposed  in  this  bill  are  fair  and  honest,  but  it  has  not  been 
fairly  constnied,  nor  has  justice  been  done  it  in  every  instance.  We  have 
taxed  the  luxuries  and  things  that  may  be  dispensed  with,  while,  in  regard 
to  articleibof  necessity,  where  the  burden  would  fall  upon  the  people  who 
can  afford  nothing  but  necessaries,  we  have  reduced  the  tax  to  the  lowest 
possible  standard.  We  proposed  to  levy  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  every 
one,  in  order  to  arrive  at  an  equal,  apportionment  of  taxes,  for  there  is  no 
other  way  of  ascertaining  the  actual  amount  of  receipts,  except  by  taking 
the  gross  receipts.  If  capital  is  taxed,  it  will  be  impossible  to  reach  all  of 
that  which  is  invested ;  and  even  if  that  could  be  reached,  the  amount  of 
revenue  derived  from  its  taxation  would  be  small,  compared  with  that  pro- 
curable by  taxing  the  gross  receipts,  for  the  reason  that  the  outlay  of  the 
former  is  oftentimes  very  much  out  of  proportion  to  the  income  of  the  latter. 
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Look  ai  the  cotton  presses,  where  there  is  hardly  any  outlay,  but  which  do 
aa  enormous  business,  and  run  up  the  gross  receipts  to  a  high  figure.  It  is 
for  these  reasons  that  we  propose  to  make  the  gross  receipts  yield  a  large 
proportion  of  the  revenue  by  which  the  government  of  the  State  is  to  be 
carried  on. 

Mb.  Prescott— 1  call  my  friend  to  order,  as  he  is  discussing  the  whole  bill, 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  which,  as  a  whole,  we  do  not  wish  to  consider  at  the 
present  moment 

Mb.  Harnan— Mr.  Speaker:  The  United  States  revenue  law  imposes  a 
certain  license  upon  a  man  engaged  in  transacting  a  particular  business,  and 
then  a  pro  rata  tar  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  that  business.  Now,  I  would 
suggest  to  this  House  the  feasibility  of  referring  this  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  that  committee  to  frame 
from  this  and  other  bills  one  symifietrical  and  uniform  system  of  taxation. 

Mb.  CuAMBERrAiN — We  have  done  so. 

Mb.  IlARNAX'And  this  is  the  substitue?' 

Mr.  CujfBERLAix — It  is,  but  we  are  ready  to  accept  amendments  thereto. 

Mb.  IlABXAN—If  there  is  no  specified  license,  how  are  the  gross  receipts  to 
be  arrived  at  ? 

Mb.  Cuahberlain  —That  is  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

Mb.  Folbt — Mr.  Speaker :  The  gentleman  seems  to  be  discussing  the 
internal  revenue  law  of  the  United  States,  but  I  would  suggest  that  we  are  not 
here  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  supporting  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  though  we  are  to  do  so  in  order  to  carry  on  our  own  State  adminis- 
tration. The  amount  which  we  are  here  to  provide  for  the  raising  of,  bears 
no  comparison  to  that  which  the  United  States  has  to  raise  to  carry  on  this 
tremendous  and  gigantic  war.  Congress  provides  for  the  national  expenses, 
but  we  are  here  only  to  devise  ways  and  means  of  procuring  seventeen 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  one  year — less  than  the  United  States  has  to 
devise  the  means  for  paying  daily. 

Mr.  Cuahberlain — I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  I  do  not  understand 
what  be  is  arguing  upon. 

Mb.  Folet — I  am  discussing  the  argument  of  my  friend  from  the  same 
representative  district  (Mr.  Harnan).  I  think  I  am  in  order,  but  will  now 
conclude  my  remarks,  hoping  that  gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind  the  point  of 
legislation  before  theuL 

Mr.  BlsBke— I  move  to  strike  out  *'  gross  receipts,*'  and  insert  "  net  pro- 
fits.*' I  think  this  is  an  amendment  that  should  be  adopted  by  the  House. 
Since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House,  I  hare  had  but  little  to  say,  and 
do  not  wish  to  consume  time  upon  this  occasion,  but  I  consider  this  bill  the 
most  important  we  have  had  under  consideration,  and  one  that  should  have 
our  wise  and  calm  deliberation.  It  has  been  remarked,  you  cannot  tell  the 
net  profits  of  a  commission  merchant,  and  this  will  apply  equally  to  the  gross 
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receipts.  We  want  to  tax  everj  individual  according  to  his  ability  to  pay^ 
and  by  taking  the  net  profits  as  a  basis,  we  impose  a  just  tax.  I  can  see  no 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  net  profits  of  any  individual  carrying  on  a 
legitimate  business.  If  we  iiave  a  class  of  men  not  honest,  we  may  not  be 
able  to  tell  what  either  their  gross  receipts  or  net  profits  are  ;  but  we  look 
npon  the  commercial  community  as  honest  and  npright,  and  there  is  no  more 
difficult  in  getting  at  the  profits  than  the  receipts  of  any  man's  business.  It 
is  necessary  to  raise  money  lawfully  and  honestly,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  adopt  this  mode. 

Mr.  Folbt— If  the  gentleman  proposes  to  tax  the  net  profits  of  one  busi- 
ness, I  think  all  others  should  be  taxed  in  the  same  manner.  I  believe  the 
bill,  as  presented— that  is,  taxing  the  gross  receipts  of  any  business — is  the 
only  way  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  of  what  a  man  should  pay  as  a  tax 
to  this  State.  I  am  opposed  to  a  large  per  centage  on  the  gross  receipts,  a» 
proposed  by  the  bill,  but  agree  with  it  in  regard  to  the  basis  of  taxation^ 
Formerly,  capital  was  taxed«  and  firms  that  employed  a  capital  of  perbape 
$200,000,  would  present  to  the  assessor  as  the  amount,  $30,000  or  $40,000;  and 
it  will  be  the  same  in  regard  to  the  net  profits.  The  only  way  to  form  a  just 
taxation,  is  on  the  gross  receipts.    Therefore,  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendmentr 

Mb.  CmtisTrE— I  differ  with  the  gentlemen  who  have  presented  the  bill,  in 
respect  to  the  subject  of  gross  receipts.  If  you  tax  the  receipts  of  one 
business,  it  should  not  bo  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  receipts  of  another  busi- 
ness. To  make  the  system  of  taxation  equal  and  uniform,  you  should  tax 
the  gross  receipts  of  all  business  alike.  Our  constituents  are  all  interested 
in  this  subject,  and  however  much  the  committee  may  have  reflected  upon 
and  considered  the  bill  which  they  have  presented,  I  hold  it  as  due  to  our 
constituents,  and  to  the  members  of  this  body,  that  we  should  give  the  subject 
such  consideration  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  Bills  of  this  kind  are  apt 
to  become  the  pet  projects  of  the  originators,  and  we  ought  not  to  take  the 
ipse  dixit  of  the  committee  as  to  what  should  be  finally  done,  but  consider 
the  matter  for  ourselves  and  our  constituents,  who  have  sent  us  here.  I 
cannot  see  any  justice  in  taxing  a  livery  stablekeepcr  on  his  gross  receipts, 
any  more  than  the  dry  goods  merchant,  hardware  dealer,  or  any  others.  I 
hold,  that  all  men  ought  to  be  taxed  alike,  and  then  you  will  have  a  uniform 
and  equitable  system  of  taxation. 

The  State  of  Louisiana  must  be  supported  ;  but  we  have  nothing  to  da 
with  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  general  government  I  hope  this  taxation 
on  the  gross  receipts  will  be  maintained,  and  that  taxation  will  be  rendered 
equal  and  just  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Boudreaux— I  am  not  opposed  to  the  amendment,  but  I  would  like  ta 
have  the  other  sections  of  the  bill  amended,  so  as  to  correspond. 

Mr.  Duane— I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
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Mb.  Folet—I  now  intend  to  speak  to  the  section  not  yet  adopted.  It  has 
been  held  by  some  of  the  members  on  this  floor  that  if  the  gross  receipts  of 
one  business  are  taxed,  that  the  gross  receipts  of  every  other  business  shonld 
be  taxed  at  the  same  rate,  in  order  to  make  taxation  equal  and  uniform.  The 
oonstitotion,  as  I  understand  it,  never  intended  any  such  thing.  It  was  never 
intended  that  where  a  man's  gross  receipts  were  $100,000,  and  his  expendi- 
tores  $90,000,  he  should  be  taxed  the  same  as  one  whose  receipts  were  the 
tame,  bat  whose  expenditures  were  $10,000  or  $20,000.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  gross  receipts  of  a  theatre.  The  expenditure,  as  compared  with  the 
gross  receipts,  is  not  so  great  as  in  other  business. 

In  the  case  of  a  coffee  house,  the  profits  are  enormous,  and  there  is  a  much 
greater  diff^frence  than  ordinary  between  the  gross  receipts  and  the  expendi- 
tores. 

Therefore  I  say,  that  some  branches  of  business,  not  necessary  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  or  those  that  are  injurious,  should  be  taxed  at  a 
higher  per  centage  than  such  branches  as  are  necessary  and  valuable  to 
lodety.  I  think  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  on  this  point  falls  to  the  . 
ground.  The  constitution  never  intended  that  all  the  various  business  that 
men  might  embark  in  should  be  taxed  in  the  same  ratio.  The  per  cent,  in 
the  bill  may  be  too  great  in  some  respects,  and  require  amendment,  taxing 
the  necessaries  and  luxuries  of  life  differently. 

Mb.  Bisbeb — I  move  to  strike,  out  "  one  per  cent.,"  and  insert  "  one  half 
of  one  per  cent." 

Mb.  Folet— I  second  the  motion. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  whereupon  the  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
then  the  original  section,  as  amended. 

Section  8  provided  for  a  tax  of  one  per  cent  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  all 
wholesale  dealers,  defining  them  as  merchants  whose  annual  sales  exceeded 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Mb.  Habkan— I  move  to  strike  out  '^  twenty  thousand  dollars." 

Mb.  Chambbbulix — I  move  that  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  division  called,  the  amendment  was  declared  tabled — yeas  30,  nays  22. 

Mb.  Foley— Mr.  Speaker :  I  insist  that  every  member  shall  vote  on  this 
important  question. 

The  vote  was  retaken,  and  the  motion  to  table  lost— yeas  30,  nays  32. 

Mb.  Chbistib — I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  wholesale." 

Mb.  Lewis — I  move  to  strike  out  '^  t^renty,"  and  insert  "  thirty  "  thousand 
dollan. 

Mr.  Haman's  amnndment  was  then  adopted,  and  Mr.  Lewis's  lost,  after 
which  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  7, 1864. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins. 
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The  minutes  ot  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Banks  and  Banking  submitted  a  report,  recommending 
that  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  that  committee  be  increased  to  eight  dollars 
per  day.    Lost 

The  special  committee  on  revising  the  City  Charter,  submitted  a  report 
and  recommended  that  500  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Foley — As  a  member  of  that  committee,  I  am  opposed  to  the  shape  in 
which  the  report  is  presented.  It  should  be  drawn  up  in  proper  form,  and 
not  a  copy  of  the  old  charter  with  amendments  submitted.  I  move  that  it  be 
referred  back  to  the  committee,  and  they  be  authorized  to  direct  their 
clerks  to  draw  it  up  in  proper  form  and  present  It  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Baum— All  the  amendments  are  in  the  report.  There  is  no  clerk 
appointed  for  the  pui'pose,  and  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  I  do  not  intend 
to  copy  it  all  out. 

Mr.  For^Y — There  is  a  Senate  clerk  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAix~It  scems  unnecessary  to  refer  it  back,  when  it  can  be 
printed  from  this  report  as  well  as  a  written  copy ;  therefore,  I  am  in  favor 
of  adopting  the  report  and  letting  it  go  to  the  printer.  The  gentleman  does 
not  deny  that  all  the  amendments  that  could  be  written,  are  embraced  in 
this  report 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

Mr.  Bovee — 1  amend  to  print  200  copies. 

Carried,  and  report  adopted. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Prescott :  An  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incoi*porate  the  Lake  Lafourche 
Land  Improvement  Company.'' 

Mr.  RiggB,  in  behalf  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  gave  notice  that  he  will 
introduce  the  following  acts,  being  in  accordance  with  the  House  resolution 
adopted  on  the  22d  November  : 

Acts  to  repeal  articles  35, 36, 37,  38, 95,  461,  562,  588,  631  and  1462,  of  the 
Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  67,  70,  148,  336,  339,  348, 492,  664,  698,  789, 1164, 
1155,  1156,  1157,  1158,  1367,  1523,  1524  and  1584,  of  the  Civil  Code  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  Griffith :  "  An  act  to  authorize  Anson  Wood  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
Calcasieu  river.'' 

"  Act  to  incorporate  the  St.  George's  Academy  of  Algiers."  First  reading 
and  adopted.  ^ 

Acts  to  repeal  articles  226,  539,  2300,  2454,  2502,  2505  and  2695,  of  the 
Civil  Code,  were  put  on  flrst  reading  and  adopted. 

Hon.  J.  y.  Boflll  presiding. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  322,  334,  620,  552,  1278, 1775, 1856,  2142,  2265, 
2261,  2315,  2346,  2348,  2351,  2415,  2417,  2424,  2500,  2504,  2534,  2542,  2672, 
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2588  and  2589,  of  the  Civil  Code,  were  pat  on  their  first  reading  and 
adopted. 

The  bill  for  raising  a  State  revenue,  and  paying  the  interest  upon  the  State 
debt,  came  up  as  the  order  of  the  day  and  was  read. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  furOier  enacted,  (fcc,  That  there  shall  be  imposed  and  levied, 
a  tax  of  half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  all  wholesale  dealers; 
and  every  person  shall  be  regarded  as  a  wholesale  dealer,  under  this  act, 
whose  business  it  is  to  sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise 
of  foreign  or  domestic  manufacture  or  production,  whose  annual  sales  exceed 
twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Mb.  Lewis — I  move  to  strike  out  *•  fifty,"  and  insert  "  twenty  thousand 
dollars."  I  offered  this  amendment  on  yesterday,  but  before  it  could  be  put, 
the  House  adjourned. 

Mb.  S.  Belden — The  motion  was  to  adopt  the  section,  at  the  time  we 
adjourned. 

Mr.  Lewis — I  ask  the  clerk  to  inform  mo,  in  regard  to  the  point. 

The  Speaker — The  clerk  informs  me  that  the  amendment  Was  lost,  on 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Christie — Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  like  to  make  a  few  general  remarks 
upon  this  bill,  as  presented  to  the  Uouse,  as  well  as  upon  the  particular 
section  now  under  consideration.  The  committee  who  present  this  bill,  state 
ihat  it  is  their  desire  to  equalize  taxation.  I,  with  the  same  motive,  have 
offered  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  last  nine  words  of  this  section  ;  and 
another  still,  to  strike  out  the  word  '*  wholesale,''  as  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  inserting  the  word  at  all. 

Our  purpose  is,  in  this  connection,  to  legislate  against  money,  and  it  cer- 
tainly makes  no  difference  to  this  House  whether  that  belongs  to  one  man  or 
another.  What  difference  docs  it  make  whether  this  money  belongs  to.  a 
wholesale  or  a  retail  dealer  ?  However  this  question  may  be  answered  by  as, 
the  people  consider  it  is  a  matter  of  great  difference  to  them.  The  people 
will  not  object  to  a  general  and  a  uniform  system  of  taxation,  but  they  will 
object  to  any  discriminating  method.  The  manager  of  a  theatre  will  ask  you 
why  his  dollar  should  be  taxed  more  than  the  dollar  of  the  hardware  dealer  T 
while  the  shoemaker  will,  in  turn,  ask  you  why  his  dollar  should  be  subject 
to  a  heavier  burden  thaa  that  of  any  other  craftsman  ?  Therefore,  if  you  are 
to  tix  the  dollar,  per  se,  let  that  tax  be  uniform.  The  assertion  that  you 
must  tax  that,  and  nothing  else,  is  certainly  undeniable. 

When  you  come  to  the  imposing  of  licenses,  to  the  raising  of  revenue  by 
that  means,  the  question  assumes  a  different  aspect.  You  will  then  be  com- 
pletely justified  in  fixing  a  greater  license  upon  the  man  who  keeps  a  splen- 
did hotel  than  upon  him  who  supports  himself  as  a  small  grocer.  This  mat- 
ter of  licensing  must  bo  taken  up,  whether  this  committee  intended  it  or  not, 
for  the  State  must  have  a  revenue,  and  by  a  system  of  license  we  can  equita- 
bly acquire  a  portion  of  it. 
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For  these  reasons  I  would  have  the  discriminating  clauses  strack  out 
wherever  they  occur  in  this  bill.  It  should  have  been  the  duty  of  this  committee 
before  presenting  it,  to  have  made  it  a  harmonious  whole,  but  to  say  that  it 
is  80  now,  is  to  assert  what  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  members  of  this  House  can  see  nothing  in  it  but  an  unequal  and  unfair 
system  of  taxation.  The  business  men  of  this  city  have,  many  of  them,  in- 
formed me  of  the  injustice  of  the  tax  bill,  asserting,  however,  that  they  arc 
willing  to  pay  almost  anything  in  this  line,  provided  that  the  burden  falls 
equally  upon  all,  in  proportion  to  capital.  I  hope  that  in  this  section,  as  in 
the  others  of  the  bill,  there  will  be  no  discriminating  between  the  propor- 
tionate sum  which  each  man  in  the  community  shall  pay  as  a  tax. 

Mr.  Boudreaux— Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  the  bill  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee,  as  upon  a  careful  examination  of  this  bill  I  am  satisfied  that  its 
provisions  are  not  uniform,  and  that  we  should  consider  it  no  further. 

The  Spkaeeb — The  motion  to  refer  is  in  order. 

Mr.  MeeCs — Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  that  motion  be  laid  on  the  table,  for 
the  reason  that  I  know  the  committee  have  considered  the  bill  very  carefully 
and  have  done  as  well  as  they  possibly  can  do  in  regard  to  the  framing  and 
presenting  of  it  The  deferring  of  its  consideration  by  this  House  will  be 
the  means  of  spending  a  great  deal  of  time,  without  the  accruing  of  any 
benefit  to  the  people,  and,  therefore,  I  wish  it  to  remain  before  the  House,  to 
be  amended  in  any  way  that  the  majority  of  this  House  consider  proper. 

Mr.  Bcrke — Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  believe  that  this  bill  can,  by  any  pos- 
sibility, pass  this  House,  and  I  therefore  move  its  rejection. 

Mr.  Chamberlitn — Mr.  Speaker :  If  it  is  the  desiiie  of  this  House,  at  this 
session,  to  act  upon  and  pass  any  bill  to  raise  a  revenue  for  carrying  on  the 
government  of  the  State,  it  will  act  upon  this  present  one,  or  appoint  a  new 
committee.  I  believe,  thongh  I  do  not  with  to  say  it  boastingly,  that  I  took  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  this  bill,  and  acted  '  quite  a  prominent  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  that  committee ;  therefore,  I  may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that 
if  this  bill  is  referred  back,  it  will  be  returned,  if  at  all,  in  precisely  its  pres- 
ent form.  As  we  have  but  two  or  three  weeks  farther,  at  most,  d  iring  this 
session,  in  which  to  act  upon  a  ways  and  means  bill,  it  wouM  be  well  to  act 
upon  it  now,  at  once.  I  am  prepared  to  receive  amendments  from  the  Houses 
and  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  reference  of  this  bill,  at  this  time, 
will  only  occasion  a  waste  of  time,  and  deprive  the  House  of  any  opportu- 
nity it  will  have  of  acting  upon  this  matter  during  the  present  session. 

The  motion  to  table  the  motion  referring  the  bill  to  the  committee,  was 
lost,  after  which,  section  8  was  adopted  as  reported. 

Section  9  was  read. 

Mr.  BADaER— I  move  to  amend  the  tax  on  retail  dealers  by  substituting 
"  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent."  for  "  one-half  of  one  per  cent." 

Mr.  Folet— I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment    As  has  been  remarked,  it 
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Is  a  question  of  taxing  the  dollar.  The  retail  dealer  receives  $1500  per 
year,  and  is  only  taxed  to  that  amount ;  the  wholesale  dealer  receives  $20,000 
per  annam,  and  should  be  taxed  in  proportion  \  and  I  say  the  per  cent 
fihonld  be  the  same,  to  make  the  taxation  uniform. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— So  far  as  uniformity  is  concerned,  no  one  will  deny 
that  a  dollar  in  the  hands  of  one  man  will  realize  more  than  in  the  hands  of 
another.  A  dollar  in  the  trade  of  a  wholesale  dealer  realizes  a  greater  profit 
than  in  the  trade  of  a  retail  dealer  ;  therefore  the  wholesale  dealer  ought  to 
be  taxed  more  than  the  retail  dealer.  The  retail  dealer  is  a  poor  man,  com- 
paratively, and  this  bill  was  got  up  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the 
poor  man,  and  for  that  reason  we  made  the  poor  man's  tax  less  than  the  rich 
man's.  It  is  no  more  than  fair,  because  a  dollar  in  the  wholesale  trade  real- 
izes a  greater  profit  than  in  the  retail  trade.  The  expenditures  of  the  whole- 
sale merchant  are  comparatively  light,  while  the  retail  dealer  has  all  the 
work  to  do. 

Mr.  Boveb— The  gentleman  advances  the  strangest  arguments  I  have  yet 
heard,  and  the  idea  that  the  wholesale  dealer's  per  centage  is  larger  than 
the  retail  dealer^s,  is  entirely  new  to  me.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  right  the 
reverse.  The  wholesale  dealer  may  ])erhaps  make  one  per  cent,  where  the 
retail  dealer  receives  three,  or  perhaps  four  per  cent,  and  if  either  be  taxed 
on  the  dollar  the  most,  it  should  be  the  retail  dealer. 

Mr.  Chrtstib—I  would  argue  in  fnvor  of  making  this  precisely  the  same 
as  the  other  per  centage,  for  the  reason  that  the  retail  dealer  certainly  has 
the  advantage  in  regard  to  the  percentage  from  his  business,  over  the  whole- 
sale dealer.  I  believe  it  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  be  out  of  the  question  be- 
fore this  House.  If  we  undertake  to  decide  upon  matters  connected  with  the 
business  of  the  di£ferent  members  of  the  community,  we  shall  touch  upon 
ground  which  we  might  as  well  leave  alone.  Let  every  man  have  the  choice 
of  his  business.  If  we  desire  to  see  this  community  prosper,  and  carry  on 
their  various  business  pursuits  with  as  little  restrictions  as  possible,  it  is  not 
for  us  to  inquire  how  they  make  their  money,  but  it  is  proper  for  us  to  aid 
them  in  making  all  they  can,  by  a  system  of  just  legislation.  I  think  it  is 
wholly  out  of  place  to  make  any  distinction  in  regard  to  taxation  between 
the  wholesale  and  retail  dealers.  Let  men  make  all  they  can,  and  let  us  see 
that  the  taxes  are  equal,  and  no  injustice  done. 

Mr.  Prkscott — I  beg  to  dissent  from  the  views  of  the  gentleman.  It  has 
been  the  custom  in  all  countries  to  discriminate  between  articles  of  luxury 
and  necessity.  Articles  of  necessity  are  supposed  to  be  consumed  mainly  by 
the  poor,  while  articles  of  luxury  are  indulged  in  by  the  rich,  and  those  who 
are  able  to  support  the  expense,  and  pay  a  dlscrimina'lng  duty.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  national  debt  of  England.  The  system  is  generally  the  same  as 
that  adopted  by  the  United  States,  and  is  the  most  gigantic  in  the  world, 
lliere,  tobacco  is  taxed  from  500  to  700  per  cent,  while  salt  is  not  taxed  at  all* 
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EDgland  considers  that  tobacco  is  a  luxury,  which  people  are  not  compelled  to 
bay,  but  it  is  impossible  to  do  without  salt  The  United  States,  since  this  war, 
has  also  established  a  gigantic  system  of  taxation.  The  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  this  State,  says  that  taxation  shall  be  uniform  and 
equal ;  but  if  any  gentleman  will  examine  the  taxation  system  of  the  United 
States,  the  internal  revenue  or  any  other,  he  will  see  how  differently  articles 
are  taxed.  The  government  discriminates  between  articles  of  luxury,  which 
can  be  dispensed  with,  and  articles  of  necessity,  which  cannot  be.  If  the 
United  States  has  a  right  to  discriminate,  why  not  the  State  of  Louisiana? 
If  there  is  any  distiQction,  it  is  without  a  difference,  and  I  am  unable  to 
appreciate  it 

There  are  some  glaring  defects  in  this  bill.  The  retail  dealers  ought 
to  pay  as  much  as  the  wholesale  dealers.  I  do  not  say  taxation  ought 
not  to  be  made  uniform  ;  still  a  greater  uniformity  ought  to  prevail.  A  tax 
of  five  per  cent  on  every  distiller,  is  excessive,  and  ought  to  be  materially 
reduced.  A  tax  on  brewers  of  three  per  cent  ought  to  be  reduced  to  one. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  insurance  companies  should  get  off  with  half  the  tax  of 
bankers  and  brokers.  As  to  our  right  to  discriminate,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion, but  let  us  make  it  as  uniform  as  piacticable. 

Mr.  Boudreaux— I  do  not  wish  one  party  to  pay  a  greater  tax  than  another 
in  proportion  to  his  means,  and  if  we  reduce  the'  per  cent  to  one-fourth  in 
one  case  it  should  be  done  all  the  way  through,  and  the  bill  made  uniform. 

The  amendment  to  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Laster  moved  to  adjourn. 

Lost— yeas  29,  nays  30. 

Mr.  Todd  moved  to  take  a  recess  of  fifteen  minutes. 

Lost. 

The  speaker,  Hon.  S.  Belden,  resumed  the  chair. 

The  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Section  10  was  read. 

Mr.  Skymocr— I  move  to  amend  the  tax  on  insurance  companies  by  striking 
out  "one-half  of  one  per  cent"  and  inserting  "one  and  ahalf  of  one  percent" 

A  motion  to  table  the  amendment  was  lost 

Mb.  Foley— The  gentleman  proposes  by  that  amendment,  I  believe,  to 
increase  the  tax  on  insurance  companies  and  make  it  nearly  ten  times  greater 
than  it  is  now.  At  present  the  tax  is  one-sixth  of  one  per  cent  which  he 
proposes  to  increase  to  one  and  one-half  of  one  per  cent  I  think  it  is  en- 
tirely unjust  The  capital  of  these  companies  is  very  large  and  the  amount 
can  always  be  arrived  at,  whereas  the  capital  of  other  business,  such  as  dry 
goods,  etc.,  is  difficult  to  get  at.  The  insurance  companies  pay  a  large  tax 
at  present,  and  if  it  is  increased  one-half  more,  it  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  be 
just  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  understood  what  this  tax  has  been  when 
he  offered  the  amendment 
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lis.  Sktmour^-I  made  the  amendment  because  it  is  well  known  that  these 
companies  declare  the  largest  dividends  of  any,  and  that  men  of  great  wealth 
are  at  the  head  of  them.  If  I  had  $100,000  to  invest  to-morrow,  I  wonld 
wish  DO  better  investment  than  to  pat  it  in  the  stocks  of  these  insurance 
eompantes. 

Mr.  Pbbscott— I  have  already  alluded  to  these  companies,  and  if  any  one 
will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  annual  statements  made  by  them,  it  will  be 
teen  they  declare  a  profit  of  from  twelve  to  twenty  per  cent,  and  I  think 
they  are  able  to  pay  one  and  one  half  of  one  per  cent  Their  capital  is  im- 
mense and  less  subjected  to  casualties  than  almost  any  other,  and  I  consider 
ibe  proposed  tax  perfectly  fair. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  with  the 
following  result — yeas  30,  nays  30. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  speaker  voted  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Thursday,  Dec.  8th. 


Thubsdat,  December  8, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12,  m. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  following  resolution : 

WhereaSf  The  present  salary  of  Thomas  Flynn,  police  officer  of  this 
House,  being  too  small  to  support  himself  and  a  large  family,  who  are  wholly 
dependent  on  the  small  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day,  which  he  receives  from 
this  House,  he  having  no  other  source  of  pay  or  emolument  whatever;  there- 
Ibre,  be  it 

Resolved f  That  the  pay  of  said  Thomas  Flynn  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
iooreased  to  five  dollars  per  day. 

Mr.  Badoer^-I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost 

Mr.  Dejean — I  wish  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  wish  to  rescind  the 
resolution  increasing  the  per  diein  of  the  clerk  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
do  not  take  into  consideration  the  vast  amount  of  labor  which  he  has  to  per- 
form ;  and  I  think  it  is  only  due  to  him,  and  to  every  member  of  the  House 
who  desires  to  have  a  good  and  competent  clerk,  that  his  services  should  be 
rewarded.  He  is  a  member  of  the  bar,  and,  in  the  absence  of  members'  to 
superintend  the  work,  he  can  proceed  himself  without  causing  any  delay. 

Mr.  Meeks— I  did  not  think  it  was  proper  for  this  House  to  make  any  dis- 
crimination between  the  clerks  of  the  committees,  where  the  duties  are  alike 
onerous.  A  resolution  was  introduced  yesterday,  increasing  .the  salary  of 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Banking,  also,  to  $8  per 
day ;  but  it  was  lost  I  have  no  objection  to  giving  the  clerk  of  the 
Jnticiary  Committee  $8  per  day,  but  I  think  the  other  clerks  have  as  much 
work  to  perform. 

The  amount  and  responsibility  of  the  work  performed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
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Committee  od  Banks  and  Bankbg,  are  saperior  to  that  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  The  former  has  all  Ihe  books  of  the  varloos  banks  of 
this  city  to  go  through,  and  examine  the  calculations,  to  see  if  they  are  cor- 
rect. As  the  resolution  to  increase  his  pay  was  lost,  I  oflfered  this  resolaiion 
to  rescind  that  increasing  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  was  lost 

Mb.  iiASTEB— I  move  that  the  pay  of  the  chief  clerk  of  every  committee 
be  raisd  to  $8  per  day. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  o£fered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas,  IT.  D.  Terrebonne,  now  acting  as  sergeantrat-arms  of  this  House, 
and  with  but  one  assistant,  while  the  former  sergeant-at-arms  was  allowed 
two  assistant ;  and. 

Whereas,  The  said  U.  D.  Terrebonne  is  now  receiving  the  salary  of  an 
assistant  only :  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  said  U.  D.  Terrebonne  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  increased  to  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  day,  during  such  time  as  the 
said  Terrebonne  shall  act  as  sergeant-at-arms. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

A  resolution  signed  by  several  members  of  the  House,  recommending  that 
the  salary  of  F.  F.  Trenchard,  warrant  clerk,  be  increased  to  $12,  said  increase 
to  date  from  October  3d,  was  read. 

Mb.  Harnan — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table.    [Lost] 

Mb.  Folet— I  call  tor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote :    Yeas  51,  nays  15. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  556, 1841,  2419,  2913,  2945,  3102,  of  the  Civil  Code 
of  Louisiana,  were  adopted  on  their  first  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  Anson  Wood  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Calcasieu 
river,  was  taken  up. 

Mb.  R.  L.  Belden — I  move  its  rejection,  for  the  reason- that  in  1856,  the 
Legislature  gave  the  right  to  A.  J.  Clendening  to  keep  this  ferry.  I  am  well 
acquainted  with*  the  location  of  the  ferry,  and  know  that  the  land  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  belong  to  him.  He  is  a  good  Union  man,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  and  should  not  be  deprived  of  his  rights,  and  I  think  the  bill 
sllould  be  rejected. 

Mb.  Seymour— I  am  opposed  to  it  because  I  think  it  is  premature  ;  there 
will  be  time  enough  next  Legislature. 

Mb.  Curistie— An  act  of  the  Legislature  cf  1855,  gives  the  police  juries  of 
the  parishes  the  exclusive  right  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  ferries,  toll- 
bridges,  etc.,  and  until  we  repeal  that  act,  we  cannot  properly  take  Uiia 
action.  I  am  told  this  place  is  many  miles  outside  of  our  lines,  and  I  think  it 
is  premature  to  legislate  for  ferries  beyond  the  Federal  lines. 

Mb.  Gbiffith  — I  think  the  former  owner  of  the  ferry  has  forfeited  his 
rights,  by  using  it  to  transport  the  rebel  army. 
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Hr.  Skymocb^I  am  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Christie.  It  belongs  exclosively 
to  the  police  juries.  I  am  president,  myself,  of  a  police  jarj,  and  know  that 
ibis  comes  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  the  same  throughout  the  State. 

Mr.  Lewis— I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  because  the  locality  is  outside  of  the 
Federal  lines. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  then  carried. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  up,  and  adopted  on  their  first  reading :. 

Acts  to  repeal  articles  85,  86,  87,  38,  95,  461,  562, 586, 631  and  1462,  of  the 
CiTil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  1523, 1524, 1534, 1158, 1159  and  1367,  of  the  avil 
Code  of  Louisiana. 

Bis.  Setmoub— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  bills  on  their, 
third  reading. 
"  Lost — ^yeas  37,  nays  24. 

The  bill  for  raising  a  revenue  for  the  State,  and  pay  the  interest  on  its 
debt,  came  up  as  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mb.  Chamberlain — ^I  wish  to  offer  a  substitute  for  section  10,  inasmuch  as, 
In  the  bill  at  present  before  us,  there  is  no  discrimination  made  between 
State  and  local  insurance  companies  and  foreign  insurance  companies, 
Although  I  think  there  should  be  a  wide  difference. 

See.  10.  Be  U  further  enaded,  dtcy  That  there  shall  be  imposed  and  leyied 
ft  tax  of  one-half  per  cent  upon  the  assessed  capital  of  each  and  every 
inraranoe  company  in  the  State  ;  and  every  company  or  corporation  taking 
fire  or  marine  risks  upon  any  property  in  this  State,  shall  be  deemed  an 
inmrance  company,  under  this  act 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  following  substitute  to  section  10 : 

Sec.  10.  Be  U  further  enaded.dtc,  That  there  shall  be  imposed  and  levied 
ft  tax  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  on  the  gross  receipts  of  each  and  every 
local  or  State  insurance  company  in  this  State ;  and  every  company  or  cor- 
poration taking  fire,  marine  or  life  risks  upon  any  property  or  person  in  this 
-btate,  and  chartered  by  this  State,  shall  be  considered  a  local  or  home 
insurance  company,  under  this  act ;  and  also,  in  addition  to  the  above  t%x  of 
one-hftlf  of  one  per  cent,  there  shall  be  imposed  a  license  fee  of  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  substitute  was  lost,  as  was  that  to  adopt  the 
original  section. 

Mr.  Prescott  presented  a  substitute  for  section  10,  differing  from  the 
original  section  only  by  fixing  the  tax  at  one,  instead  of  one  and  a  half 
percent 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  Speaker— This  will  constitute  an  additional,  separate  section. 

Section  11,  imposing  a  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent  upon  the  assessed 
Xftpital  of  every  bank,  was  adopted  without  debate. 

Mb.  Chambeeijiix— Instead  of  section  12,  which  is  to  levy  a  tax  of  one  per 
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cent  apon  the  gross  receipts  of  every  railroad  iii  the  State,  the  oommittee 
present  the  following,  and  report  on  it  favorably : 

Sec.  12.  That  the  several  railroad  companies,  plank  road  companies,  and 
macadamiEed  road  companies,  now  organized,  or  that  may  be  hereafter 
organized,  in  this  State,  and  completed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  being' 
operated  and  used,  shall,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  January,  in  each 
year,  make  cut  and  return,  or  cause  to  be  made  out  and  returned,  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  State,  a  true  and  just  statement  of  the  gross  earnings  of 
their  respective  roads  for  the  preceding  year,  up  to  the  first  of  January, 
which  statement  shall  be  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  the  secretary  and  stater 
assessor  of  each  company.  It  shall  be  the  dutv  of  said  railroad  companieSr 
plank  road  companies,  and  macadamized  road  companies,  to  pay,  or  cause- 
to  be  paid,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  for  the  use  ot  the  State,  on  or  beforer 
the  tenth  day  of  January,  in  each  year,  a  sum  equal  to  one  per  cent  of  the 
gross  earnings  of  their  respective  roads,  so  returned.  But,  when  a  railroad, 
plank  road,  or  macadamized  road,  lies  partly  in  this  State  and  partly  in 
another  State  or  territory  contiguous  thereto,  said  company  shall  only  pay 
such  a  proportion  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  earnings  of  the  whole  road, 
so  returned,  as  the  length  of  that  portion  of  the  said  road,  within  this  State^ 
bears  to  the  whole  length  of  said  road. 

Mr.  Foley— In  the  latter  part  of  the  first  clause,  I  move  to  strike  out 
<<  state  treasurer,"  and  insert  '<taz  collector,"  as  the  former  does  not  receive 
moneys  direct,  in  these  cases. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  first  clause  adopted,  as  was  the  last^ 
after  having  been  amended  in  the  same  manner. 

The  following  was  read : 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  <fcc..  That  pawnbrokers,  using  or  employing' 
a  capital  of  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars 
for  each  license,  and  when  using  or  employing  a  capital  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  for  every  additional  thousand  in  addition  to  ten  thousand 
dollars,  they  shall  pay  five  dollars.  Every  person  whose  business  or  occn^ 
pation  it  is  to  take  or  receive,  by  way  of  pledge,  or  pawn,  or  exchange,  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  or  any  kind  of  personal  property  whatever,  for 
the  repayment  or  security  of  any  money  lent  thereon,  shall  be  deemed  a 
pawnbroker,  under  this  act 

Mr.  Sbtmour— I  move  to  strike  out  *^  one  "  hundred  dollars  and  inseri 
"  two." 

Mr.  Laster — I  amend  to  "  five." 

Mr.  Lewis — It  is  best  not  to  be  too  hard  on  the  pawnbrokers,  for  we  may 
have  a  use  for  them. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  accepted  and  the  am^hdmeni 
thereupon  carried. 

Mr.  Folet— 1  move  to  insert  ;*  all "  after  the  first  word  **  that ;"  also,  ta 
strike  out  after  "  pawnbrokers,"  so  that  tbe  first  clause  shall  read,  "  that  aU 
pawnbrokers  shall  pay  a  license  of  five  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  Chamberlain— That  is  a  substitute ;  let  the  gentleman  offer  it  as  6uclk> 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  section  thereupon  carried. 

The  following  (section  14)  was  read : 
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Sec.  14.  Be  U  further  enacted,  &c.,  That  there  Hhall  be  imposed  and  1eTfe# 
a  tax  of  three  per  cent  upon  the  Rrcss  sales  of  every  brewer  in  the  State  ; 
and  every  person,  firm  or  corporation,  who  manufactures  fermented  liquom 
of  aov  name  or  description  for  sale  from  malt,  wholly  or  in  part,  or  from  ao  j 
substitute  therefor,  shall  be  deemed  a  brewer,  under  this  act. 

Mr.  Cb£IOH— I  move  to  strike  out "  three  "  and  insert  "  five." 

A  motion  to  table  this  amendment  was  lost,  and  thereupon  the  amendnent 
was  lost 

Mr.  Christik — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  "  three  "  and  inseribiip 
"one." 

The  amendment  was  tabled,  and  the  section  adopted  as  reported. 

The  following  (section  15)  was  read : 

Section  15.  Be  ii further  enacted  <fcc.,  That  there  shall  be  imposed  and 
levied  a  tax  of  five  per  ceni  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  every  distiltev  i»  tte 
State ;  and  every  person,  firm  or  corporation,  who  manafictares  or  distils 
any  spirituous  liquors,  shall  be  deemed  a  distiller,  under  this  act 

Mr.  Greioh — I  move  to  strike  out  **  five ''  and  insert "  ten.'' 

This  motion  was  declared  tabled,  but  as  no  quorum  Voted,  the  roU  mm 
called  and  the  requisite  number  of  members  found  present. 

The  Spbakkr— Inasmuch  as  there  was  no  quorum  voting,  I  will  pot  tb« 
question  again. 

The  question  was  put,  with  the  same  result,  and  the  section  therenpoa 
adopted. 

The  following  (section  16)  was  read : 

Section  16.  B(  it  further  enacted,' <kc.j  That  there  shall  be  imposed  mod 
levied  a  tax  of  three  per  cent  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  all  auctioneers ;; 
and  every  person  shall  be  deemed  an  auctioneer,  within  the  meaning  o£  iMm 
act,  whose  business  it  is  to  offer  property  to  the  highest  bidder. 

Mr.  Prfscott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  conceive  this  to  be  one  of  the  meet  nnjusi 
sections  of  the  whole  bill. 

An  anclioneer  may  sell  a  great  amount  of  property,  but  the  proceed^  ©•ly 
pass  through  hi^  hands  into  those  of  the  party  for  whom  he  sold,  while  the 
property  itself  passes  to  the  buyer.  Auctioneers  only  receive  a  proSt  of  tea 
per  cent  upon  their  salei,  and  as  we  have  allowed  insurance  and  other  eon- 
panics  to  escape  with  a  tax  of  only  one  per  cent  upon  their  receipt<i,  I  ceo- 
sider  that  the  imposing  of  the  tax  proposed  would  be  such  a  gross  injnstie^ 
that  I  hope  the  House  will  not  sanction  it 

Mr.  GREiOH—Mr.  Speaker :  I  think  very  differently,  and  do  not  consider 
the  tax  as  at  all  exorbitant,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  class  of  the  comnumlty 
who  are  becoming  nch  so  rapidly  as  auctioneers. 

Mr.  Foley — The  object* is  not  to  tax  the  auctioneers  for  property  sold  or 
on  the  proceeds  of  a  sale,  but  only  the  per  centage  which  they  receive. 

Mr.  Prksoott— Why  douH  the  bill  say  so,  then  T 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Pre»- 
cott),  if  he  ever  heard  of  a  man's  paying  taxes  on  property  which    ldn*t 
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beloDg  to  bim?  We  do  not  propose  to  tax  tbe  receipU  of  a  sale,  but  only 
the  per  centage  which  the  auctioneer  receives  thereon.  This  is  the  proper 
construction  of  the  article  and  it  is  susceptible  of  no  other  interpretation  hj 
any  one  who  is  disposed  to  construe  it  fairly. 

Mb.  Cbeioh— I  move  to  strike  out "  two  "  per  cent  and  insert "  five." 

The  amendment  was  tabled. 

Mb.  Pbkscott— I  move  to  strike  out  "  twi) "  per  cent  and  insert "  one." 
^     A  motion  was  made  to  table. 

Mb.  Foi  j:y— Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  for  information^  and  would  ask  what  the 
per  centage  allowed  auctioneers  on  their  sales,  is  at  the  present  time  ? 

Mb.  Sktmoub— Five  per  cent 

The  Speaker— The  rates  are  graded,  and  will  be  found  laid  down  in  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Mr.  Folet — I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this  House— a  duty 
we  owe  our  constituents— to  ezamme  the  laws  and  find  out  what  the  present 
rates  of  per  centage  allowed  auctioneers  are. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  cannot  imagine 

The  Speaker— There  is  a  motion  to  table. 

On  motion,  then  made  and  carried,  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  of 
Friday  ihe  9th  instant 


FftiDAT,  December  9, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.         ^ 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  ani  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  rescinding  the  resolu- 
tion prohibiting  the  use  of  the  Hall  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  meeUng 
of  the  Greneral  Assembly. 

The  following,  by  the  same  member,  was  adopted  : 

Granting  the  use  of  the  Hall  to  the  friends  of  Major  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  on 
the  evening  of  the  9th  inst 

Mr.  Galligar  offered  a  resolution,  appropriating  forty-five  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  reimbursing  the  postmaster  for  moneys  paid. 

Mr.  Foley — Before  tbe  question  is  put,  I  would  say,  the  bill  was  presented 
to  the  committee,  and  we  refused  to  audit  it  We  have  already  approved  a 
bill  of  $10,  which  should  be  deducted.  We  told  him,  if  he  would  bring  in 
a  claim  to  the  House  at  the  end  of  the  session,  he  would  be  remunerated  by 
a  bill,  but  we  could  not  appropriate  any  money,  except  by  a  bill— it  would 
be  unconstitutional.  Besides,  I  think  members,  receiving  eight  dollars  per 
day,  should  pay  their  own  postage. 

Mr.  Meeks— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Auditing  the  Claims 
of  the  House. 

Carried. 
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A  communication  signed  by  members  of  the  Committee  on  Banks  and 
Banking,  recommending  the  increase  of  the  per  diem,  to  their  chief  clerk  to 
eight  dollars,  was  mled  out  of  order,  a  similar  resolution  having  been  acted 
npon. 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  Messrs.  Todd  and  Laster,  calling  for  a  special 
committee  to  wait  upon  General  Banks  on  his  arrival  in  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  it  was  amended  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Tully  offered  a  resolution,  calling  for  an  investigation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad. 

Mr.  Todd— This  matter  is  now  before  a  committee  and  will  come  up  to- 
morrow, and  the  resolution  is  unnecessary. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal 
ImproToments. 

Mr.  Bovee— I  move  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Dufresne  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Charitable  Institutions. 

Carried. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Auditing  and  Supervising  the  Affairs  of  the 
House,  was  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  read  of  the  Committee  on  Convention,  cen- 
suring Messrs.  Montamat,  Judge  Durell  and  others,  for  peculations  of  public 
moneys,  and  demanding  that  public  proceedings  be  Instituted  for  the 
recorery  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Sbtmoor— I.  move  the  report  be  received,  and  200  copies  printed. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  the  report  adopted. 

Mr.  Boudrbaux — I  amend  to  150  copies. 

Mr.  Merks— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Eoax— I  move  that  the  report  be  published  in  ihe  oflQcial  journal  for 
ten  days. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  ''  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  branch  pilots." 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bayou  Larourche  and  Missis- 
sippi Liand  Improvement  Company,"  was. adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  it  on  its  second 
reading. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Botek— I  move  a  further  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  it  on  its  third 
reading. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvements. 

Mr.  Boodreaux— I  move  a  suspension  of  Uie  rules,  to  put  the  bill  defining 
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Aa  iMundaries  between  the  parishes  of  Terrebonne  and  Lafourche,  on  its 
fiiBt  readinig. 

Lo0t 

The%ill  providing  for  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  State,  was  taken  up  as 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  section  16,  relative  to  taxing  auctioneers,  was  read. 

JfE.  Foley— I  move  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

Laid  «n  the  table. 

Ms.  BouDREAUX — I  move  to  refer  it  to  a  special  committee  of  ten. 

Ms.  Chajiberlain— It  is  out  of  order.  The  bill  must  first  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  and  then  the  number  designated.  The  motion  to  refer 
ham  been  tabled. 

Mb.  Christie — I  amend  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

Mb.  Folet — My  motion  was  to  a  special  committee  of  five.  Any  motion, 
fBltber  increasing  or  decreasing  the  number,  is  in  order. 

Mb.  Waters — I  move  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mb.  Christie — I  have  no  objection  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  question  before  the  House  is,  the  number  of  the  committee  to  whom  the 
Ml  shall  be  referred,  and  the  chair  has  power  to  decide  which  motion  shall 
be  taken  up  first. 

Mb.  Chamberlain — According  to  Parliamentary  rules,  a  motion  to  refer 
does  not  state  the  number  of  the  special  committee.  It  is  two  distinct  motions. 
€>«r  rules  state,  that  all  motions,  susceptible  of  division,  shall  be  divided 
hj  the  chair. 

Mb.  Meeks — I  trust  that  none  of  the  motions  will  prevail,  for  I  believe 
Aat  no  special  committed  would  return  the  bill  to  the  House  in  a  better  form 
i»r  action,  and  1  hope  it  will  remain  here  till  we  get  through  with  it  If 
there  is  objection  to  any  section  of  the  bill,  or  the  bill  as  a  whole,  let  it  be 
■tade,  and  act«d  upon ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  refer  it  to  any 
apecial  committee. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— I  move  we  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
pmrpose  of  discussing  the  bill. 

Carried. 

The  speaker  called  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  the  chair. 

The  bill,  as  reported,  was  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mb.  Tully->I  move  Che  committee  now  rise,  and  report  progress. 

Carried. 

The  speaker,  Hon.  S.  Belden,  resumed  his  seat 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  reported  progress. 

Mb.  tiuRKE— I  would  inquire,  if  the  bill  is  considered  on  its  first  reading? 

The  Speaker— As  I  understand  it,  the  bill  was  read  for  the  first  dme  in 
Gonmittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TuUy,  the  House  then  a^onmed  until  12  m.,  Monday, 
Deeember  12  th. 
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Monday,  December  12,  1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  prayer  was  offered  by  the. 
Bev.  Mr.  Strong  j  after  which,  a  quorum  being  present,  the  minutes  werO 
read. 

A  communication,  received  from  the  city  mayor,  requesting  the  Committee 
on  Enrollment  to  vacate  the  city  attorney's  room,  was  adopted,  and  the  ser- 
i;eant-at-arms  authorized  to  procure  another  room  for  the  committee. 

A  memorial  was  received  from  the  branch  pilots,  requesting  an  increase  of 
pilotage^es. 

Mb.  Badgkil— I  move  the  rejection,  as  pilotage  has  been  higher  in  this 
ihaa  in  any  other  port  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Folkt — I  never  heard  of  rejecting  a  memorial,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mb.  Todd — Mr.  Speaker  :  I  don't  think  that  the  gentleman  understhuds 
the  queslioD.  This  memorial  does  not  ask  any  appropriation  from  the  State. 
The  pilots  receive  but  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  foot  on  a  vessel's  draft, 
which  is  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  respective  vessels.  On  this  compensation 
they  simply  ask  an  increase  of  one  dollar  per  foot. 

Mb.  Badger— Blr.  Speaker :  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  how  long 
that  law  has  been  in  force  ?  I  sailed  in  and  out  of  this  port  for  three  years, 
ftnd  always  paid  three  dollars  a  foot  for  pilotage. 

Mr.  Todd— For  branch  pilots  ? 

Mb.  Badger — Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Smith — The  Legislature  of  New  York  have  raised  the  rate  of  pilotage 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  a  foot,  and  I  think  that  the  proposed 
Increase  is  not  unreasonable.  A  bill  will  shortly  be  presented  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  which  this  memorial  is  but  a  prelude. 

Mb.  Badger— Mr.  Speaker:  Pilotage  to  and  from  this  port  has  always 
been  considered  a  sinecure,  and,  when  coming  into  this  port,  I  used  almost 
Always,  before  getting  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bar,  to  get  a  steamer  before 
taking  a  pilot,  as  the  pilots  do  not  cruise  off  the  bar,  as  is  the  custom  among 
the  New  York  and  Boston  pilots— unless  this  has  been  the  case  since  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  regard  to  which  I  cannot  speak  from  experience 
It  is  tlie  practice  of  these  gentry  to  leave  the  ship  as  soon  as  she  is  over  the 
bar ;  and  as  for  the  labor  of  passing  that  point,  the  general  order  is  :  "  Keep 
the  craft  just  behind  our  boat.''  [Laughter.]  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
reject,  and  am  williDg  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,      i 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  resolution  was  presented,  directing  the  warrant  clerk  to  pass  to  the 
members  their  individual  warrants,  or  to  collect  thereon  the  face  of  them,  as 
may  be  desired. 

Mr.  Mseks — I  amend  so  as  to  include  clerks. 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Foley— Mr.  Speaker :    I  think  it  is  already  the  duty  of  the  warrant 
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clerk,  if  I  desire  a  separate  warrant,  to  give  it  to  me,  after  it  has  been  signed 
by  the  spealcer  of  the  Honse  and  the  chairman  of  ^e  Finance  Committee,  t 
therefore  thinic  it  is  unnecessary  for  this  resolution  to  pass. 

Mr.  Badger— I  am  satisfied  with  the  explanation,  Mr.  Speaker.  My  only 
object  in  introducing  the  resolution  was,  that  the  warrants  might  be  used  in 
the  payment  of  taxes,  &c. 

A  motion  to  table  the  resolution  was  lost,  after  which  it  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  announced  its  concurrence  in  the  bill  fixing  the  mileage  of 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  at  twenty  cents  per  mile.  ^ 

A  petition  was  received  from  J.  C.  Prendergast,  Esq.,  asking  for  remaner^ 
ation  for  publishing  lists  of  uncollected  taxes,  &c. 

Mr.  Prescott — Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  thitf 
subject  I  think  that  claim  dates  as  far  back  as  1855.  The  gentleman  pre- 
senting it  has  had  opportunities  of  applying  to  several  preyions  Legislatures 
for  redress,  but,  it  would  seem,  he  has  not  done  so.  I  must  think  that  he  did 
not  do  it  because  he  Is  not  entitled  to  the  sum  he  asks  for.  Moreover,  tiiiff 
claim  is  barred  by  prescription,  for,  according  to  our  laws,  book.account9 
ar«  barred  in  three  years.  Therefore,  there  can  be  no  obligation  for  us  to 
pay  this  so-called  debt ;  bat  if  the  House  chooses,  in  its  generosity,  to  Uqnl' 
date  this  bill,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  I,  as  an  ardent  and  consistent  advocate 
of  economy,  move  the  rejection  of  the  petion. 

Mr.  Harnan — Mr.  Speaker :  This  is  a  legitimate  bill,  which  was  brought 
before,  the  Legislature  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  reported  on  iiekvorably.  It  has 
never  been  paid,  however,  and  I,  therefore,  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  who  can  give  it  the  necessary  consideration. 

The  petition  was  rejected — yeas  23,  nays  20. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  reported  that  the  Mexican  Gulf 
Railroad  had  ceased  to  be  a  public  convenience,  and  therefore  recommended 
a  joint  resolution,  directing  it  to  go  into  liquidation. 

The  report  was  received,  and  the  resolution  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary  reported  fkvorably  on  the  bills  relative  to^ 
collecting  of  taxes,  judicial  advertisements  and  district  attorneys,  amending 
the  latter,  and  recommending  immediate  action  upon  it. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  reported  that  Henry  Hart,  Pree- 
ident  of  the  New  Orleans  City  Railroad  Company,  had  refhsed  proper  fiacili' 
^ties  for  examination  of  the  affairs  of  that  corporation,  and  presented  a  reso' 
lutlon,  authorizing  his  arrest  until  he  should  do  so. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  resolution  passed. 

The  same  committee  requested  leave  to  withdraw  their  report  relative  te 
the  Gas  Company,  inasmuch  as  new  developments  might  necessitate  a  change 
of  it — which  reqiest  was  complied  with. 

A  bill  was  brought  up  to  define  the  boundary  between  the  parishes  of 
Lafourche  and  Terrebonne,  and  was  next  in  order. 
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Mr.  Lewis — Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  not  heard  of  any  petition  or  memorial 
from  the  respective  inhabitants  of  these  parishes,  requesting  anything  of  the 
kind ;  besides  which,  the  members  from  Lafourche  are  opposed  to  it.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  not  change  these  boundaries  unless  the  people  of 
both  parishes  desire  it 

Mb.  Sbtmourt— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  for  the  same  reason  that  the 
gentleman  has  just  presented. 

The  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  authorizing  branch  pilots  to  charge  an  extra  dollar  per  foot  on  all 
vessels  arriving  at  or  departing  from  New  Orleans,  was  presented  on  first 
reading. 

Mb.  Foubt— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  believe  that  this  bill  is  unconstitutional, 
because,  according  to  our  constitution,  no  bill  shall  be  revived  or  amended 
by  reference  to  its  title,  but  shall  be  re-enacted  at  length.  The  bill  is  not 
drawn  np  in  accordance  with  this  direction,  and  I  think  that  the  gentleman 
introducing  should  be  permitted  to  withdraw  it. 

Mb.  Pbkscott — I  have  the  original  act  before  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  as  I 
cannot  find  in  it  any  resemblance  to  the  bill  offered,  I  do  not  see  how  we 
can  reject  this.  I  think  that  the  proposed  increasie  is  perfectly  reasonable, 
and  if  the  bill  is  not  rejected,  shall  give  my  rea^ns  for  its  adoption,  in  a 
more  extended  manner. 

Mb.  Burke— I  think  it  is  nothing  more  than  just,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  these 
pilotB  should  be  granted  a  little  additional  compensation.  This  House  has 
very  seldom  objected  to  raising  of  salaries,  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  can,  in 
eomideration  of  their  present  limited  pay  and  the  rigor  of  the  times,  oppose 
this  slight  increase  of  their  present  emoluments. 

Mb.  Badobr— Mr.  Speaker :  I  beg  leave  to  differ  entirely  from  the  genUe- 
men  who  have  thus  far  spoken  on  this  bill.  We  know  that  vessels  coming 
here  are  so  heavily  loaded  that  their  draft  is  great,  which  increases  the  pay 
of  the  pilot  accordingly.  Pilots  have  always  been  well  paid  in  this  port, 
thoogh  their  duties  are  so  small  that  the  position  is  but  a  sinecure.  For 
these  reasons,  although  I  do  not  object  to  referring  it  to  a  committee,  I  am 
opposed  to  allowing  pilots  to  receive  any  greater  compensation,  per  foot, 
than  they  do  at  the  present  time. 

Mb.  Folkt— I  am  opposed  to  this  bill,  and  must  so  declare  myself,  upon 
the  ground  that  it  is  unconstitutional,  as  I  believe  the  bill  amended  must, 
according  to  the  constitution,  be  revived  at  length,  while]  this  bill  does  not 
provide  for  that  at  all. 

Tlie  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Conmierce. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Gommittee  of  the  Whole,  fc*  the  purpose  of 
conridering  the  bill  for  increasing  the  State  revenue  and  paying  the  interest 
upon  the  State  debt 

Mr.  Foley  offered  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  of  which  one  hundred 
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jcples  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  tor  Wed- 
nesday next,  a  motion  to  reject  it,  having  been  lost. 

An  act  authorizing  the  city  to  bnild  a  bridge  opposite  Gralvez  street,  on 
Canal  Carondelet,  was  adopted  on  third  reading. 

A  similar  act,  authorizing  the  building  of  a  footrbridge  on  Liberty  street, 
at  the  intersection  of  the  New  Basin  Canal,  came  up  on  third  reading. 

Mr.  Egan— I  move  the  rejection  of  that  bill,  as  there  is  a  bridge  witldn 
two  blocks. 

Mr.  CRETon— I  move  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Pearson— Mr.  Speaker :  This  bridge  is  an  actual  necessity,  for  the 
locality  is  very  thickly  populated,  and  each  person  wishing  to  go  directly 
opposite  this  street,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Canal,  must  walk  at  least  a  mile. 
I  contend  that,  on  account  of  the  situation  and  relative  distance  of  markets, 
this  bridge  is  much  more  necessary  than  that,  the  construction  of  whidi  has 
just  been  authorized  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Eoan— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  must  differ  altogether  from  this  view  of  the 
question,  for  that  locality  has  but  few  inhabitants,  and  it  Is  not  worth  whHe 
to  put  up  a  bridge  to  accommodate  every  person  who  wishes  to  vidt  a  gro- 
cery on  the  other  side  of  the  Canal.  If  a  bridge  is  built,  it  must  be  a  draw 
bridge,  and  a  keeper  miist  be  appointed  to  collect  tolls,  which  must  be 
attended  with  a  good  deal  of  expense.  About  three  blocks  from  where  this 
proposed  bridge  is  to  be  built,  there  is  already  a  good  substantial  bridge  ; 
and  for  this  reason,  in  connection  with  my  others,  I  think  the  bill  should 
not  pass. 

Mr.  Badger— Mr.  Speaker  :  My  only  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  a  draw 
bridge  must  be  built  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  procure  lumber  enough 
to  keep  in  repair  the  one  across  the  New  Basin,  and  it  will  be  equally  diffi- 
cult to  maintain  another  in  good  order. 

Mr.  Waters — It  strikes  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  bridge  is  much  more 
requisite  across  the  New  Canal  than  across  the  old,  as  there  is  but  one  there 
at  present,  and  if  it  should  fail  for  any  reasons,  the  inhabitants  of  that  local- 
ity would  have  to  go  more  than  three  miles  to  the  first  market.  I  am  aston- 
ished, sir,  that  any  gentleman  should  get  up  here  and  attempt  to  choke  down 
this  bill,  which  provides  for  a  bridge  so  very  much  needed. 

Mr.  Shaw — A  bridge  is  absolutely  necessary  in  that  locality,  and  there 
must  be  one. 

Mr.  Bovbb— Mr.  Speaker :  This  bill  only  authorizes  the  city  to  boHd  a 
bridge  in  that  locality,  a  permission  which  certainly  should  not  be  refused. 

Mr.  PKARSON—Mr.  Speaker :  On  the  Old  Canal  there  are  five  or  six  bridges 
within  a  square  of  each  other,  while  on  the  New  Canal,  there  is  but  one  f^om 
the  head  of  it  for  a  very  long  distance.  If,  as  the  gentleman  has  remarked, 
this  should  get  out  of  order,  a  very  serious  inconvenience  must  be  the 
result 
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The  bill,  with  its  title,  was  then  adopted  upon  its  third  reading,  as  were 
the  following : 

-Acts  to  amend  article  155  of  the  Civil  Code ;  to  provide  fbr  the  preserva- 
tion, conduct  and  promulgation  of  the  legislative  and  judicial  written  records 
of  the  State  ;  relative  to  the  adoption  of  minors,  and  relative  to  attorneys  at 
law. 

The  Housd  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Tuesday,  the  13th  inst. 


Tuesday,  December  13,  1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  Rev.  Father  Magee 
offered  prayer,  and  the  minutes  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Folbt — Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I  notice 
that  my  [name  is  inserted  in  the  official  minutes  as  having  introduced  a 
resolution  relative  to  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad.  As  this  is  a  mistalce,  for 
I  never  did  present  any  resolution  on  the  subject,  I  asli:  to  have  the  minutes 
corrected. 

Mr.  Tcllt— I  presented  the  resolution. 

The  Spsacbr— The  correction  will  be  made. 

Mr.  Todd — Mr.  Spealcer :  A  resolution  was  passed  on  yesterday,  author- 
izing the  arrest  of  the  president  of  the  New  Orleans  City  Railroad  Company. 
Since  that  time  I  have  been  informed  by  the  president  pro  iem,  of  that 
company,  that  the  gentleman  referred  to  has  been  siclc  for  some  time,  and 
therefore  not  a  party  to  the  disrespect  shown  to  this  House. 

Thb  Speaker — I  would  inform  the  House  that  I  have  not  complied  with 
the  resolution  passed  on  yesterday,  as  the  president  pro  iem,  called  upon  me, 
stating  the  facts  just  reported  to  the  House,  and  I  wished  to  refer  the  matter 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Foley — I  move  that  the  resolution  requiring  the  arrest  of  the  gentle- 
man in  question  be  rescinded,  and  that  we  postpone  the  matter,  subject  to 
caU. 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  rescinded. 

Mr.  Christie — Mr.  Speal^or :  1  would  like  to  inquire  what  answer  was 
given  by  Mr.  Hart,  when  asked  by  the  committee  to  come  before  them.  I 
cannot  vote  without  I  understand  this  matter. 

The  Speaker— I  will  explain,  that  the  question  Is  in  reference  to  the  reso- 
Intion  passed  on  yesterday,  referring  to  the  arrest  of  the  president  of  the 
New  Orleans  City  Railroad.  I  did  not  make  out  the  warrant,  as  the  president 
pro  tern,  called  upon  me  and  stated  that  the  president  had  been  unable,  on 
account  of  sickness,  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  committee  \o  appear 
before  them.  I  therefore  wished  the  House  to  decide  what  action  should  be 
taken  with  regard  to  the  excuse. 

Mr.  Todd — I  have  just  been  informed  that  the  president  has  been,  for 
some  time,  partially  deranged. 
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The  motion  to  rescind,  on  being  put  ag:ain,  was  nnanimou-ly  carried, 
whereupon  the  report  of  the  committee,  recommendiug  the  resolution,  was 
referred  back. 

Mr.  Todd — Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday, 
requiring  the  public  laws  to  be  published  only  in  the  language  in  which  the 
coDtitution  of  the  United  States  is  written. 

Mr.  LEwis^Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact,  that  this  bill  has  passed  its  three  readings  and  been  adopte<l.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  is  In  order,  and,  therefore,  move  it  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Foley— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  would  inquire  if  this  bill  has  been  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence  ? 

The  Speaker — Yes,  sir. 

Mb.  Folet — ^Then  this  is  out  of  order. 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried. 

Mr.  Tullt— I  would  like  to  have  my  name  entered  as  protesting  against 
this  bill,  as  only  a  very  few  of  my  constituents  can  read  the  English  lan- 
guage. 

Mb.  Lewis— Why  did  you  not  oppose  the  bill  when  it  was  before  the 
House? 

Mb.  Burke— Let  your  constituents  learn  the  English  language,  sir. 

The  Spbjlkbr — The  protest  will  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mb.  Lewis — Mr.  Speaker :  Has  the  gentleman  a  right  to  protest  at  this 
time  ?  I  contend  that  it  is  not  bebre  the  House,  and  that  he  cannot  there- 
fore do  so. 

Notice  was  given  of  the  introduction  of  the  following  bills  : 

The  introduction  of  the  bill  directuig  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  to  go 
into  liquidation,  was  given  notice  of. 

Mb.  Pearson— I  move  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  bill  put  on  its  first 
reading  ;  and,  the  same  course  being  pursued,  it  was  read  for  the  second 
time. 

Mb.  CHAHBERLi.ix— Mr.  Speaker :  Before  I  vote  for  the  adoption  of  that 
resolution,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  committee  who  presented  that 
resolution  should  also  give  their  reasons  for  so  offering  it.  We  ought  not  to 
act  hastily  in  this  matter,  but  to  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  road  is  placed  at  the  present  time,  which  are  not  such  as  those 
which  have  heretofore  influenced  its  government,  and  for  which  we  ought, 
perhaps,  to  make  some  allowance. 

If  the  gentlemen  of  that  committee  can  present  sufficient  and  reasonable 
canse  why  the  road  should  go  into  liquidation,  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  the 
resolution.    I  call  upon  the  committee  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  they . 
recommend  its  passage. 

Mb.  Seymour— Mr.  Speaker:   I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  and  shall 
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Tote  for  it  cbeerfully— more  cheerfully  than  for  almost  any  other  that  could 
eome  before  this  House.  I  have  known  about  this  road,  and  a  more  wretched, 
dilapidated  concern,  I  never  trarelled  on.  Five  years  ago  I  went  on  it  to 
Proctorrille,  and  jumped  oflf  of  the  train,  thinking  1  would  walk  a  little  ways, 
but  was  not  overtaken  for  an  hour.  We  were  five  hours  in  travelling  twenty- 
seven  miles,  which  is  not  wonderftil,  considering  that  the  only  locomotive  on 
the  road  was  built  in  1839,  and  is  entirely  used  up  now. 

Mb.  Tullt— Mr.  Speaker :  This  road  is  in  the  parish  which  I  represent, 
and  I  can  truly  say  that  it  is,  and  has  been  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  nothing 
but  a  public  nuisance.  I  started  one  afternoon,  at  about  3  o'clock,  to  go 
eighteen  miles,  and  finally  succeeded  in  arriving  at  my  journey's  end  at  1 
o'clock  at  night  On  almost  every  day  the  cars  run  off  the  track,  and  have 
now  been  stuck  in  a  ditch  for  the  last  five  days. 

I  think  the  resolution  is  just,  especially  as  good  oflfers  have  been  made  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  road  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it  off  his  hands. 
Therefore,  I  shall  vote  "  yes." 

Mr.  Waters— Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  taken  pains  to  find  whether  the  pro- 
prietor of  this  road  is  willing  to  dispose  of  the  stock,  or  portions  of  it.  He 
said  **  no ;"  and  that  alter  the  war  was  over,  the  road  would  be  put  in  order, 
bat  that  some  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dollars  must  be  expended  in  doing  so  ; 
still,  he  didn't  want  any  outside  parties  to  be  meddling  with  the  road. 

Mr.  Setmocr— That  road,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  owned  by  one  party— a  widow, 
by  the  name  of  Gordon.  I  know  that  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars  were  offered  for  the  privilege  of  running  the  road  to  Ship  Island, 
which  was  peremptorily  refused. 

Mr.  Todd— Mr.  Speaker :  The  testimony  before  the  committee  stamped  this 
road,  in  our  opinion,  as  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  public  nuisance.  By 
documents,  the  House  will  see  that  there  is  a  certain  and  a  large  portion  of 
valuable  lands  which  this  railroad  holds,  in  order  to  secure  its  location. 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  can  legally  order  this  road  to  go  into  liquidation*, 
which  it  certainly  should  do. 

The  bill  was  adopted  on  third  reading,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  allowing  branch 
pilots  to  increase  their  charges,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Prescott :  "  An  act  to  define  the  duties  of  Slate  tax  collector." 

Also,  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  State  library." 

Mr.  Seymour,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  gave  notice  of  his 
'  intention  to  introduce  the  following  acts : 

!  "  Acts  to  amend  articles  3143,  3144,  3145,  3146,  3184,  3216,  3217,  3220, 

f  8233,  3234,  3236,  3238,  3248,  3256,  3274,  3296,  3300,  3363,  3385  and  3435,  of 

the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana." 
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A  bill  for  establishing  free  schools  was  taken  up  section  by  section,  and 
passed  without  debate,  except  as  hereinafter  noted : 

Section  1.  Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  cmd  House  qf  BqiresmUUives  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  in  General  AsseinMy  convened,  That  means  shall  be  pro- 
vided, in  the  manner  heretofore  specified,  for  the  education  of  the  youth  of 
tlhis  State,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  directors  ot  each  District  But  any^  persoe,  uade/ 
the  age  of  twenty -one  years,  shall  have  the  right  to  at  least  three  years' 
tuition. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— This  section,  as  it  reads,  is  incomplete,  inasmuch  as  no 
means  have  been  "  provided  "'  in  this  bill.  I  therefore  move  to  amend  by 
inserting  "  be  provided  as  specified  in  the  constitution  of  1864,  article  144." 

Mr.  IJarxan— I  more  that  be  laid  on  tho  table,  as  it  is  provided  in  the 
bill. 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  call  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  "  heretofore."  How  can  there  be,  when  this 
is  the  first  section  of  the  bill?  That  is  the  reason  that*I  moved  to  strike  it 
out    Means  are  provided,  and  why  not  say  so  ? 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  In  the  previous  school  bill,  of  which  this  is 
a  modified  copy,  the  same  words  occur,  but  at  the  same  time,  by  a  different 
arrangement  of  the  bill,  some  four  sections  precede  in  the  old,  this  first  one  in 
the  new  bill.  Therefore,  this  word  is  a  simple  absurdity  here,  and  "  here- 
after "  should  be  substituted. 

Mr.  Breckenridoe— "  Heretofore  "  manifestly  refers  to  the  means  which 
have  previously  been  resorted  to,  that  is,  by  taxation.  Therefore,  no  amend- 
ment Is  necessary. 

Mr.  Harnan-  -I  move  to  strike  out  "  heretofore,"  and  insert  "  hereafler.*' 

The  motion  was  unanimously  carried,  and  the  section  thsn  adopted  as 
amended. 

The  following,  section  5,  was  read  : 

Sectimi  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  dtc.  That  there  shall  be  appointed,  by 
the  police  jury  of  each  parish,  at  their  March  term,  a  parish  superintendent 

who  shall  enter  upon  his  duties  on  the of  June,  and  coBtinae  in 

office  one  year,  or  until  his  successor  is  appointed  and  qualified.  He  shall 
be  the  deposltorv  of  the  school  fund,  apportioned  or  collected  for  the  use  of 
the  parish,  Ac.,  &c. 

Mr.  Burke— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to  having  any  parish  superin- 
tendent, and  therefore  move  to  strike  out  of  this  section  the  words  author- 
izing their  appointment  They  will  cost  the  State  some  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and,  if  we  do  have  them,  I  wish  to  know  for  doing  what  we  are  now 
paying  the  superintendent  of  the  State  at  large  four  thousand  dollars  a  year  7 
If  I  can  be  satisfied  on  this  point,  I  may  be  willing  to  have  this  ta3(  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  laid  upon  the  State ;  but  I  am  at  present  conscienUouBly 
opposed  to  it,  because  I  believe  it  is  wrong— more  especially  as  the  bill 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


191 

proposeB  that  school  dfreotora  shall  be  appointed  as  before,  to  conduct 
sAdrs. 

The  superintendents  have  only  to  handle  the  money  to  be  paid  to  the 
teachers,  and  believing  that,  for  this  and  my  other  reasons,  there  should 
be  none,  I  call  upon  the  House  to  vote  this  part  of  the  section  down. 

Mb.  Pbbsoott — Ton  are  all  aware  that  the  school  system  of  Louisiana 
has  been  considered  a  faili;^,  and  I  consider  it  mjrself  a  partial  fail- 
ure. I  have  had  fifteen  years'  experience  in  school  teaching,  and 
have  thoroughly  investigated  this  system,  and  give  it  fulP  credit  for 
all  its  beauties,  but  at  the  same  time  fully  realize  its  defects.  In  consid- 
ering this  question,  I  will  merely  discuss  this  provision.  We  have  substi- 
toted  parish  sufmintenderd  for  pariah  treasurer,  I  will  tell  you  the  reason. 
In  the  parishes  a  parish  treasurer  got  a  per  centage  on  the  sum  disbursed, 
amounting  to  perhaps  $200  per  year,  though  in  some  parishes  as  high  as  $400 
or  $500.  The  paper  money,  which  is  now  a  legal  tender,  is  worth  at  least 
one  hundred  per  cent,  less  than  the  gold  in  which  this  salary  was  formerly 
pdd. 

Ton  most  recollect,  the  office  of  parish  superintendent  is  really  no  new 
one.  In  the  first  act  organizing  free  schoobs,  there  was  a  parish  superintend- 
ent, but  the  office  by  a  subsequent  Legislature,  was  entirely  abolished ; 
hence  the  partial  failure  of  the  school  system.  I  will  read  the  opinion  of  the 
Btate  anperintendent,  for  I  consider  him  a  competent  judge,  but  have  not 
acted  on  his  suggestion^  as  I  had  regarded  the  matter  in  this  light  before. 

Now,  I  will  inform  the  House  how  these  treasurers  have  performed  their 
dnties.  In  my  parish  we  had,  as  treasurer,  a  young  gentleman,  a  graduate  of 
Jackson  College,  who  was  very  amiable,  and  who  really  had  at  heart  the 
welfiure  of  the  rising  generation.  He  disbursed  the  funds,  but  did  not  visit 
the  schools  or  examine  the  school  teachers.  He  took  no  interest  in  these 
tidngs,  because  it  was  not  incumbent  upon  him  to  do  so.  In  order  to  mak^ 
the  school  system  efficient  in  any  city  or  parish,  a  county  superintendent 
mnst  examine  the  teachers,  and  appoint  none  but  men  of  good  moral  char- 
acter and  of  excellent  qualifications,  for  the  office.  He  must  also  visit  the 
adioola  at  least  four  times  a  year,  locate  school-houses,  advise  with  the 
directorS'in  fact,  supervise  the  whole  school  system  of  the  parish  in  which 
he  exercises  his  office.  I  have  told  you  that  the  office  of  parish  treasurer, 
as  for  as  he  was  ex  officio  superintendent,  is  a  mere  nullity.  He  has  no  duties 
except  the  disbursement  of  public  money,  while  the  salary  received  was 
more  than  that  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the  parish  superintendent. 
These  men  go  and  visit  the  schools,  locate  i'ae  houses,  act  as  advisers  of  the 
directors,  and  examine  teachers.  In  the  Northern  States  the  same  system 
prevails,  as  well  as  In  Canada,  and  has  been  successful  there,  and  will  be 
here,  if  we  can  provide  a  proper  supervision.  'The  salary  of  these  officers 
has  been  fixed  at  $600  per  year.    You  mnst  remember  that,  under  the  old 
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system,  $300  was  the  amount,  and  I  have  donbled  it,  to  brmg  it  to  accord 
with  the  depreciated  value  of  our  money.  The  gold  paid  in  the  first  instance 
would  be  more  than  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  the  other,  in  greenbacks. 

I,  therefore,  consider  the  salary  very  small,  and  do  not  think  any  gentle- 
man, who  is  capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  the  oiBce  well,  should  recdre 
less.  Believing  that  the  efficiency  of  the  system  depends  upon  this  provldon, 
I  trust  it  will  be  adopted.  If  the  pld  system  is  revived,  it  will  not  only 
prove  a  failure,  as  before,  but  will  cast  opprobrium  upon  the  Legislature, 
that  had  no  more  foresight  than  to  enact  such  a  law. 

Mr.  GuAMRERiJkiN'I  have  only  to  say,  that  the  statement  made  by  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Burke),  when  he  asserted  that  the  parish  superintendent  has 
nothing  to  do  but  handle  money,  is  entirely  incoirect  The  parish  superin- 
tendent has  a  great  many  duties  to  perform,  some  of  which  are  very  arduous, 
and  this  labor  will  continue  till  the  school  system,  as  a  whole,  is  organised. 
The  gentleman  appears  to  object  to  having  parish  superintendents,  on  account 
of  having  a  state  superintendent.  I  would  like  to  know  what  tlie  state 
superintendent  does  towards  organizing  the  schools  in  the  parishes.  Noth- 
ing. We  mfght  possibly  dispense  with  the  state  superintendent  after  awhile, 
but  not  yet.*  The  time  may  come  when  he  will  be  no  longer  necessary,  but 
that  will  not  be  until  after  the  schools  have  been  organized  and  established 
on  a  firm  basis,  and  until  such  time  arrives,  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  as 
has  been  found  in  every  State,  to  establish  a  parish  or  county  superintendent 
of  public  education,  whose  duty  it  is  to  locate  sch^ls,  apportion  the  money 
each  district  is  entitled  to,  etc.  Gentlemen  have  forgotten,  if  they  ever  took 
the  trouble  to  read  the  whole  bill,  which  I  doubt  very  much,  that  the  districts 
have  to  bb  made  much  smaller  than  formerly.  Before,  each  comprised  an 
area  of  perhaps  twenty  square  miles,  but  now  it  has  to  include  forty  children^ 
which  wilf  make  the  duties  of  the  parish  superintendent  much  more  arduous 
than  they  have  ever  been  before. 

Mr.  CiiuKSTrB— The  subject  of  economizing  the  funds  of  the  State  in  refer- 
ence to  education,  is  one  of  momentous  importance.  I  hold,  that  a  people 
standing,  as  the  people  of  Louisiana  now  do,  upon  the  confines  of  liberty, 
should  take  into  consideration  the  great  interests  and  welfare  of  the  rising 
generation.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  this  Assembly  that  the 
children  of  this  State  should  be  educated  under  a  systemjwhich  will  enable 
them  to  arrive  at  attainments,  if  possible,  superior  to  those  which  this  or 
any  other  State  can  give. 

I  bold  that  the  money  in  question  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  whatever.  I 
care  not  how  much  you  may  economize  in  all  other  matters  of  legislation, 
but  in  this,  I  hope  that  the  members  of  this  Legislature  will  evince  unbounded 
generosity.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  matter  of  such  importance,  that  I  cannot 
attempt  to  grasp  the  subject,  or  portray  it  to  the  minds  of  the  members -here 
assembled  ;  but  let  me  say  that  the  machinery  of  the  common  scheol  system 
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most  be  pat  in  operation  in  oar  State.  It  ia  necessary  to  haye  boards  of 
directors,  and  I  belieye  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  have  soperintendents  In 
•every  parish  in  the  State.  I  think  this  school  system  shoald  be  pat  in  imme- 
diate practical  operation.  There  were  twelve  parishes  in  this  State  and  I 
never  heard  any  particular  objection  to  there  being  a  superintendent  in  each 
parish. 

My  own  idea  was  to  present  a  bill  establishing  districts  with  deputy 
fluperiniendents,  four  or  six  throughout  the  whole  State.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  to  whom  this  has  been  referred,  have  come  forward  onanl- 
monsly  and  endorsed  the  bill  now  before  you.  It  is  the  old  system  revised, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  work  welL  But  so  far  as  the  quesUon  of  money 
is  concerned,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  restrictions.  There  is  nothing  I  can 
conceive  of,  that  is  of  more  absolute  or  direct  importance  to  the  welfare  and 
interest  of  the  State,  than  to  have  the  children  properly  educated.  I  hope  pro- 
per provisions  have  been  made  in  the  bill  by  which  superintendents  will  be 
compelled  to  do  their  duty  fiutbfuUy  towards  the  State  and  towards  the 
children.  I  have  read  the  bill  through  but  once,  but  it  meets  mainly  with  my 
approbation.  Gentlemen,  I  say  educate  all  these  children  well,  and  never 
mind  what  the  cost  may  be.  The  welfare,  interest  and  perpetuity  of  our 
State  and  government  depends  upon  the  manner  in  which  we  educate  the 
children  of  Louisiana.  Old  things  are  passed  away,  and  we  are  arriving  at 
a  new  condition  of  things  entirely.  The  school  system  of  Louisiana  hereto- 
fore has  been  a  farce,  so  far  as  the  State  is  concerned. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans  we  have  a  school  system,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  one  fiuiUy  in  many  respects,  and  is  full  of  grievous  errors,  either  firom 
the  board  of  directors,  or  the  body  that  controls  that  board.  The  children  of 
this  city,  in  many  of  the  schools,  two  months  since,  were  sitting  in  the  school 
rooms  sacking  their  thumbs,  for  the  want  of  books,  slates,  paper,  etc.  I  am 
astonished  when  I  look  at  the  pay-roll,  and  see  the  money  that  has  been  paid 
out,  in  support  of  the  system,  in  this  State  alone.  I  cannot  conceive  how  the 
system  can  be  carried  on,  unless  we  have  a  parish  superintendent,  and  a  super- 
intendent for  the  State.  While  the  superintendent  was  sitting  here,  awaiting 
the  action  of  the  board,  the  board  awaited,  perhaps,  the  action  of  the  bureau, 
and  the  children  in  your  schools  are  neglected,  and  their  edaoatlon— a  matter 
of  the  utmost  importance— forgotten,  in  this  free  State.  In  1860  or  1862, 1 
took  it  upon  myself  to  see  that  $290,030  wer^pent  in  this  State  to  carry  on 
these  schools.  How  were  they  carried  on  ?  Ixis  of  no  use  for  the  state  super- 
intendent to  prepare  and  present  to  this  House,  his  nicely  varnished  report 
There  is  something  wrong ;  and,  in  your  consideration  of  this  bill,  I  hope 
you  will  give  it  the  calm  reflection  it  deserves.  Recollect,  we  are  entering 
upon  a  new  existence.  I  would  let  things  th^t  are  passed,  go  to  the  shades. 
Xow  is  the  time  to  make  an  effort  to  arrive  at  something  that  will  put  the 
^lystem  of  education  in  proper  shape,  and  force  the  gentlemen,  whose  business 
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it  Ib  to  bestow  these  offices  as  iDtended,  and  we  sball  have  accomplished  a 
great  and  important  work.  I  hope  erery  clanse  of  the  bill  will  receiye 
weighty  consideration,  for  to  me  it  is  one  of  more  importance  than  anj  which 
has  come  before  this  House.  I  hope  the  clanse  with  reference  to  parish  super- 
intendents will  be  maintained,  and  that  their  duties  will  be  well  defined. 

Ma.  Brecksxridok — I  must  say  that  I  coincide  heartily  with  the  views  of 
the  gentlemen  who  snpport  this  part  of  the  bill.  A  few  days  ago  I  had  a 
conyersation  with  the  gentleman  who  takes  the  opposite  ground  (Mr.  Burke), 
about  the  subject  of  education.  He  told  me  he  was  a  parish  superin- 
tendent— 

Mr.  Burke — I  deny  it. 

Mr.  Breckbnridgb— Or  rather  a  school  director,  and  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  employing,  ns  teachers,  none  but  ladies,  and  I  could  not  move  him  firom 
the  point  Now,  I  find  that  he  has  abandoned  the  ladies,  and  taken  the 
money-saving  view  of  the  question. 

I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  of  allowing  the  parish  superintendents  $1000  * 
a  year,  instead  of  $600. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Badger,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m .,  Wednes- 
day, December  14th,  1864. 


Wednesday,  December  14, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  minutes  were  read. 

Mr.  Tully— Mr.  Speaker :  I  see  by  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  that  my 
protest  is  not  entered. 

The  Speaker— I  do  not  think  the  protest  was  in  order,  as  it  should  have 
been  presented  at  the  time  that  the  bill  passed  finally. 

Mr.  Tclly— If  it  cannot  be  entered  upon  the  minutes,  I  nevertheless,  wish 
it  to  be  understood  that  I  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  pass  ige  of  a  bill 
which  only  allows  that  part  of  our  constituents  who  understand  English,  to 
know  what  the  laws  are. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  that  the  gentleman's  protest  be  allowed  to  be  spread 
npon  the  minutes. 

The  motion  was  carried,  a(ler  having  been  amended  so  as  to  include 
Messrs.  Dufresne  and  Smith. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  a  resolution  permitting  the  use  of  Liberty 
Hall  to  jhe  friends  of  Gen.  Banks,  was  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  gl^n  notice  of: 

Mr.  Dejean,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  gave  notice  of  Ms 
intention  to  introduce  the  following  bills : 

"  Acb8  to  repeal  articles  3439,  3444,  3510  and  3513,  of  the  Civil  Code," 

"Acts  to  amend  articles  536,  637.  945,  3436,  3445,  3490,  3501  and  3522,  of 
the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana.'' 

Mb.  Boudrbaux— Mr.  Speaker :    I  find  that  my  bill  with  regard  to  change 
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of  boondaiieB  between  the  parishes  of  Terrebonne  and  Lafourche,  has  been 
rejected  during  my  absence,  because,  as  I  understand,  no  petition  was  pro- 
duced, showing  that  such  a  change  was  desired  by  the  people.  I  have 
a  petition  ^bowing  that  the  people  do  wish  to  be  annexed  to  the  parish 
of  Lafoarohe ;  therefore,  I  asls  for  a  reconsideraUon,  that  I  may  show  that  I 
do  not,  for  any  personal  reasons,  wish  the  proposed  change. 

Mil  Lewis — Mr.  Speaker :  Tliat  bill  was  probably  rejected  on  account  of 
my  remark,  that  no  petition  had  been  presented  from  the  people  of  those 
two  parishes.  I  was  not  aware  that  the  gentleman  who  presented  the  bill 
was  absent,  and  after  I  made  these  remarks,  the  gentleman  before  me  (Mr. 
Seymour),  moved  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  motion  was  caried. 

Mr.  PitEt^GOTT— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to  any  suspension  of  the  rules, 
because  the  people  of  Terrebonne  have  not  been  consulted,  as  I  understand. 
The  proposed  change  may  be  agreeable  to  the  people  of  Lafourche  and  not 
to  those  of  the  other  parish,  whose  wishes  should  certainly  be  consulted. 

Mb.  Boudbeaux — I  have  a  petition  from  the  parish  of  Terrebonne  asking 
for  this  change. 

Mb.  Pbesoott— I  am  willing  that  there  should  be  a  reconsideration,  if  that 
is  the  case. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  proper  course  is^  to  present  a 
memorial  and  refer  it  to  the  proper  committee. 

Tbb  Spbakeb— That  is  a  very  good  saggestion.  I  don't  think  the  House 
would  or  should  take  advantage  of  the  rejection  of  a  bill  at  a  time  when  the 
gentleman  presenting  it  was  absent. 

Mb.  Bocdrbaux— With  the  permission  of  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will 
withdraw  the  bill  for  the  present,  and  bring  it  in  with  the  petition. 

The  gentleman  was  allowed  to  withdraw  the  bill. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  48,  70  and  67,  of  the  Civil  Code,  were  adopted  on 
first  reading. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  the  bill  for  establishing  a  railroad 
flrom  Houma,  was  lost 

Mb.  Van  Tromp— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  move  a  suspension  of  rules,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  bill  relative  to  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind  Asylum  at  Baton 
Rouge,  as  it  is  very  Important,  and  because  the  children  therein  are  actually 
suffering  from  want  of  action  by  the  House. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill,  with  its  title,  adopted  on  third 
reading. 

Bills  to  amend  article  1157,  and  for  the  relief  of  loyal  citizens  suffering 
fh>m  the  burning  of  Alexandria,  were  passed  on  first  reading. 

The  rules  were  suspended  in  order  to  take  up  all  bills  on  third  read- 
ing. 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge  was  brought  up. 

Mb.  Cbeioh— I  move  that  be  rejected.'  If  the  people  of  that  parish  cannot 
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pay  their  own  expenses,  I  don't  see  bow  thej  can  expect  other  people  to  do 
it  for  them. 

The  act  was  r^ected— yeas  61,  nays  16. 

An. act  authorizing  the  issne  of  State  treasary  notes  to  the  amount  of  fi^ 

thousand  dollars,  and  appropriating sum  or  so  mach  of  it  as  might  be 

required  to  secure  the  engraying,  &c.,  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Boudrkaux— I  move  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Chambbrlun— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  state  that  I  shall  vote  against 
this  bill,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  unconstitutional. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  lost 

Mr.  FoLBr— I  move  to  fill  the  blank  by  inserting  <<  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars." 

The  amendment  was  in  turn  amended  to  **  ten  thousand,''  which  was 
accepted,  and  thereupon  the  bill  was  adopted,  together  with  its  title,  on 
third  resdiDg— yeas  34,  nays  21. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  relatlre  to  the  harbormasters  of  New  Orleans, 
allowing  extra  compensation,  came  up.    , 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  The  act  intended  to  be  amended,  is  no^ 
re-enacted,  as,  according  to  our  constitution,  it  must  be.  It  is  only  referred 
to  by  its  title ;  and,  therefore,  I  move  it  be  referred  back  to  the  originator, 
that  it  may  be  put  into  proper  form. 

Mr.  Folet— The  gentleman  is  in  error ;  and  if  he  will  listen  to  the  reading 
of  the  bill,  he  will  find  It  rehearsed  at  length. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— It  should  be  appended. 

Mr.  Foijst— It  is. 

Mr.  Crbigh— I  move  it  be  rejected,  as  the  harbormasters  receive  compen- 
sation enough  now. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  must  vote  against  tabling  the  bill,  because  I  believe 
it  should  be  referred  back.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  proposed  increase  of 
compensation  Is  too  much. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  it  was  therefore  adopted,  together  with 
its  title,  upon  third  reading.    Teas  32,  nays  28. 

A  bill  was  brought  up,  relative  to  a  bounty  fund  for  Louisiana  State  volun- 
teers, and  to  provide  a  board  for  the  receipt  and  distribution  of  it 

Mr.  Folet— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill,  because  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  free  school  accumulating  fund,  to  which  it  is  proposed  to 
donate  this  bounty  fund,  if  it  is  disposed  of  by  a  certain  time.  I  cannot 
understand,  either,  as  to  how  the  fund  is  to  be  raised ;  and,  as  I  believe  the 
bill  has  never  been  explained  or  referred  to  a  committee,  I  call  upon  the 
gentleman  who  presented  the  bill  to  inibrm  the  House  in  relation  to  it 

Mr.Cur»tib— Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  extremely  thankful  for  the  implied  com* 
pliment  which  the  gentleman  has  just  proffered  to  mci  as  the  mover  of  that 
bill.     I  conceived  that,  in  the  proposition  which  I  brought  forward,  to 
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organize  a  charitable  food  for  the  benefit  of  the  volunteer  troops  of  this 
State,  I  was  performing  an  act  not  creditable  to  myself,  perhaps,  but  which 
wonld  be  creditable  to  the  State,  as  showing  an  interest  in  the  behalf  of  the 
soldiers  who  are  doing  such  arduous  duty  in  its  behalf.  It  was  not  supposed 
that  it  was  possible  for  this  Legislature  to  make  a  grant  of  some  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  its  soldiers,  already  in  the  field ;  but  it  was  sup- 
posed, that  even  if  the  treasury  of  the  State  was  not  in  a  condition  to  permit 
that,  it  would  be  feasible  to  take  some  action  to  forward  the  noble  aim  pro- 
posed in  the  bill.  Whether  a  bill,  which  appeals  so  strongly  to  every  member 
of  this  House,  has  any  sense  in  it,  it  is  for  yon  t^  determine.  I  believe  tliat 
it  will  work  well.  A  board  of  control  will  be  organized,  to  which  citizens 
may  see  fit  to  contribute  and  bestow  upon  our  State  troops.  These  boards 
have  before  been  organized,  and  have  rendered  good  service  for  the  cause. 
As  to  its  appropriateness,  if  any  gentleman  will  show  me  any  class  who  have 
ts  great  a  claim  upon  us  as  our  soldiers,  I  would  like  to  have  him  do  it. 

I  believe  that  by  placing  the  control  of  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
governor,  adjutant  general,  and  the  other  worthy  gentlemen  who  are  to 
compose  the  proposed  board,  a  great  work  can  be  accomplished— a  great 
purpose  can  be  effected.  I  cannot  believe  that  any  gentleman  here  will 
discourage  this  or  endeavor  to  prevent  the  people  from  ^ntributing  their 
mites  for  the  benefit  of  our  State  troops  and  their  families.  Their  claims  at 
the  present  time  are  urgent.  I  have  been  among  them,  in  other  parts  of  the 
State,  and  have  been  implored  by  them  to  make  an  exertion  for  the  taking 
of  some  action  by  which  their  pressing  wants  might  be  relieved.  I  have 
conversed  with  the  several  gentlemen  named  in  this  bill,  and  have  been 
assured  by  them  that  they  consider  the  measure  practicable.  Nothing  is 
asked  firom  the  State  and  nothing  from  the  House,  but  that  it  will,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Senato,  pass  this  bill,  when  these  gentlemen  assure  you 
that  they  will  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  secure  such  a  fund  for  our  vol- 
unteers as  will  be  creditable  to  both  the  State  and  the  city. 

Mr.  Prsscott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  think  that  in  the  present  impover- 
ished condition  of  the  treasury  the  proposed  bill  is  a  wise  one,  for  the  reason 
that  we  are  pecuniarily  unable  to  apply  (Unds  for  the  object  wished.  If 
we  grant  a  bounty  or  appropriation  to  one  regiment,  we  must  do  so  in  the 
case  of  every  other,  and  this  we  cannot  possibly  do,  with  justice  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  If  any  other  means  can  be  devised  for  rewarding  these 
m^n,  I  will  cheerfully  support  it,  but  I  am  totally  opposed  to  any  appropri- 
ation of  money,  for  the  simple  reason  that  we  have  not  got  it  to  pay. 

We  have  now  a  Stato  debt  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  on 
which  we  cannot  pay  the  interest,  becaise  the  treasury  is  wholly  exhausted, 
and  we  have  no  m^-ans  of  replenishing  it,  though  various  schemes  have  been 
presented  to  us,  for  so  doing,  none  of  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  practicable. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to,  and  do  most  cordially,  recognize  the  claims 
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which  oar  State  volunteers  hare  npon  us ;  but  I  do  not  believe  in  voting 
them  mere  compliments,  for  I  do  not  believe  that  thej  will  be  appreciated ; 
while,  to  pay  them  in  a  more  substantial  manner,  we  are  utterly  unable  to 
do,  at  the  present  time.  If  the  State  should,  at  auy  future  time,  be  In  a 
more  suitable  condition  to  bear  this  proposed  burden,  I  would  aid  it  by 
every  means  in  my  power,  but  must  now  oppose  the  bill  on  the  ground  of 
its  impracticability. 

Mb.  BouDREAUX~Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  believe  that  the  State  is  now  in  a 
condition  to  respond  to  more  calls  upon  its  depleted  treasury.  If  the  bill 
covered  all  the  volunteers  of  the  State,  I  would,  perhaps,  favor  it ;  but  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated  is  so  large,  for  one  regiment,  that  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  do  the  same  in  relation  to  any  others— if,  indeed,  we  could  do  justice 
in  the  present  case. 

Mb  Foley— Mr.  Sjj^aker :  Grentlemen  seem  to  be  laboring  under  a  great 
miscake,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  provide  for  any  appropriation  to  any  regi- 
ment. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  because  I  consider  it  impracticable— not  feasible. 
There  is  no  use  in  passing  empty  projects  for  the  benefit  of  the  volunteers  of 
this  State— no  use  in  paying  them  compliments,  without  paying,  at  the  same 
time,  something  siftstantial  and  tangible.  The  clause  providicg  that  if  this 
fund,  when  raided,  is  not  called  for  by  a  certain  time,  it  shall  be  passed  to 
the  accumulating  school  fund,  is  perfectly  nugatory,  inasmuch  as  there  la 
now  no  such  a  fund. 

Mb.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  Gentlemen  are  certainly  laboring  under  a 
great  misconception  in  regard  to  this  bill,  and  it  might  have  been  very  prop- 
erly read  by  the  clerk  again,  as  I  very  much  doubt  whether  those  gentlemen 
have  themselves  read  it  at  all. 

This  is  simply  a  project  to  raise  money  by  the  giving  of  public  charity, 
individually  and  collectively.  It  does  not  call  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
cent  of  money  from  the  State,  which  gentlemen  so  eloquently,  and  very 
much  to  my  astonishment,  represent  as  in  so  impoverished  a  condition.  That 
is  not,  allow  me  to  say,  the  fact ;  for  Louisiana  is  as  rich  as  any  State  in  the 
American  Union— or  out  of  It,  if  you  please. 

The  gentleman  on  my  left  conceives  that  the  bill  calls  for  a  large  appro- 
priation from  the  State,  which  was  the  provision  of  another  bill  before  this 
House  at  another  time.  This  is  not  that  bill.  But  (his  simply  asks  the  privi- 
lege of  organizing  a  board  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  dbtnbuling  a 
charity  fund,  which  the  members  of  that  board  will  take  measures  to  secure, 
firom  theatres,  concerts,  balls,  and  every  other  source  from  which  contribu- 
tions can  be  obtained. 

The  gentleman  on  my  right  thinks  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  a  mere 
hollow  compliment.  I  deny  that  assertion,  as  positively  as  I  do  that  other  of 
his,  to  the  effect  that  there  is  no  accumulating  free  shool  fund.    Th^se  funds 
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are  not  lost,  but  are  in  the  hands  of  men  in  rebellion  against  os,  who  have 
stolen  it  from  our  State  treasury.  The  fund  is  represented  by  bonds,  and 
these  bonds  must  be  and  will  be,  returned  to  the  State,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  they  are  of  no  value  to  the  parties  who  have  them  in  possession. 

I  agree  with  all  the  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  impoverished  condition  of 
this  State,  just  at  the  present  time.  But,  will  any  gentleman  dare  say  that, 
with  ten  millions  of  acres  of  the  finest  land  upon  the  face  of  God's  earth,  our 
State  can  be  impoverished  T  I  tell  you,  no  ;  while  I  must  also  say,  that  it 
will  not  be  made  one  whit  richer  by  the  bill  which  has  just  passed  this  House, 
because,  as  the  Senate,  the  governor,  and  your  lawyers  will  tell  you,  it  is 
unconstitutional,  and  thorpnghly  impracticable. 

The  simple  question  is,  whether  you  will  permit  the  people  at  large  to 
contribute  for  the  benefit  of  our  State  volunteers,  even  if  you  cannot  feel 
yourselves  able  to  do  so?  Will  you  not  allow  your  governor,  adjutant 
general,  and  others,  who  are  to  compose  this  board,  to  interest  and  exert 
themselves?  The  measure  may  be  impracticable  and  hollow,  but  I  don't 
believe  it  is  so.  I  believe  there  is  a  spirit  of  patriotism  in  New  Orleans,  and 
enough  of  pride  among  our  citizens,  to  give  this  fund  such  contributions  as, 
perhaps,  only  a  few  expect  at  this  moment.  I  believe  that  the  fund  is  to  be 
collected  for  a  noble  purpose,  and  in  common  with  the  other  gentlemen  who 
assisted*  me  in  forming  the  bill,  are  of  the  same  opinion,  without  any  doubt 
as  to  the  efficacy  of  its  provisions.  Suffer  us  to  try  the  experiment,  even  if 
it  is  a  failure— as  we  do  not  believe  It  will  be— for  there  is  money  enough 
afloat,  and  all  practicable  measures  will  be  resorted  to,  to  secure  an  amount 
sufficient  to  carry  out  the  proposed  object  We  ask  a  board  for  the  purpose 
of  controlling  this  fund,  that  a  report  may  be  made  to  the  next  Legislature. 
The  matter  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  in  whom  I  have  the 
most  perfect  confidence,  and  who  will,  as  I  believe,  make  to  the  next  Legis- 
lature a  report  creditable  to  the  State  and  interesting  to  our  volunteer 
soldiers  and  their  families,  as  well  as  to  the  community  at  large. 

Mk.  Boudbbaux— I  thought  there  was  an  p-ppropriation  of  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars  providM,  but  find  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  and  its  title  were  then  adopted— Teas  57,  nays  3. 

Ms.  Van  Taomp— Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  in 
relation  to  the  **  treasury  note  "  bill,  A I  have  ascertained  it  to  be  nnconsti- 
tntional. 

Mb.  SrrMouB— I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost 

Mb.  Folbt— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  that  there  are  not  many  sound  con- 
ititotional  lawyers  in  this  body,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  bill  should  now 
go  to  the  Senate.  If  that  body  does  not  decide  the  question  of  constitu- 
tionality, the  governor  wilL  I,  tor  one,  do  not  believe  that  it  is  nncon- 
ititatSonal. 
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Hb.  Van  Tbohp— My  object  in  maldog  Ihe  motion  was  to  haye  tbe  matter 
disousaed. 

Thb  Speakeb— Ton  will  have  time  to  call  the  matter  up  in  the  morning, 
And  perhaps  it  wonld  be  better  to  defer  it  until  that  time,  in  order  that 
genUemen  maj  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  question. 

Mb.  Van  Tbomp— I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  act  to  organize  and  establish  free  public  schools  throughout  the  State, 
was  talcen  up,  Hon.  Mr.  Lalolre  in  tbe  chair,  when  the  debate  upon  Mr. 
Burlce's  amendment,  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  section  relative  to  parish 
superintendents,  was  resumed. 

Mb.  Ghahbeblaik— Mr.  Spealcer :  The  gentieman,  by  his  amendments,  pro- 
poses to  destroy  the  utility  and  efficiency  of  the  whole  scheme  of  education 
comprised  in  this  bill,  on  the  score  of  economy.  Mr.  Spealser,  I  have  no 
adequate  language  at  my  command,  to  express  the  abhorrence  and  indig^na- 
iion  I  feel  at  the  monstrous  proposal,  or  of  the  man  who  would  attempt  to 
deny  to  the  community  the  innumerable  blessings  which  flow  f^om  the  uni' 
yersal  dissemination  of  knowledge,  by  a  paltry  consideration  of  dollars  and 
cents. 

I  would  refer  the  House  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  school  superin- 
tendent in  1859,  for  a  full  explanation  of  the  failure  of  the  school  system  of 
the  State,  after  these  offices  of  parish  superintendents  were  abolished.  His 
condemnation  of  such  penny-wise-and-pound-foolish  legislation  is  emphatic 
as  it  is  just  and  undeniable.  Then  the  parish  superintendents  received  a 
salary  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  received  a  commission  of  five  per  cent 
on  funds  disbursed,  which  increased  their  salaries  to  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum.  But  we  only  propose  to  pay  gentlemen,  who  shall  hereafter  hold 
this  office,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars^ which  is  not  half  enough. 

I  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by  reading,  as  I  might,  from  many 
able  reports,  to  prove  that  the  parish  superintendents  are  Indispensably 
necesi>ary  to  the  carrying  out  of,  and  making  efficient,  a  public  school 
system.  All  that  we  wish  to  do  is,  to  place  our  public  schools  upon  the  same 
basis  as  those  of  other  States.  They  were  so  previous  to  1852,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  that  year.  It  appears  they  were  too 
flourishing,  and  were  disseminating  knowledge  too  fully  for  the  long  exist- 
ence of  slavery,  and  on  that  account  the  Legislature,  which  was  composed 
principally  of  slaveholders,  repealed  the  law  by  which  parish  superintend- 
ents held  their  offices,  thus  actually  placing  a  clog  upon  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge  among  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  them  in  the  iron 
bands  of  slavery.  They  not  only  thus  oppressed  the  blacks,  but  the  white 
population,  well  knowing  that  slavery  can  only  exist  through  ignorance,  and 
where  ignorance  abounds. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  statistics,  in  this  connection. 
They  show  that  in  every  other  parish,  excepting  those  of  Orleans,  Terrebonno 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


201 

and  Jefferson,  there  is  an  appalling  discrepancy  between  the  relative  number 
of  children  who  should,  and  those  who  in  reality  do  attend  school.  Hardly 
one  ol  the  reports  of  the  superin  tec  dents  show  that  out  of  those  children 
who  are  entitled  to  attend  school,  one-seTenth  did  so,  thus  leaving  the  other 
Biz-seTenths  to  wander  in  ignorance.  This  does  not  only  apply  to  the  public, 
bat,  I  can  easily  prove,  to  all  other  schools.  Still  the  amount  of  money 
drawn  from  the  treasury  was  amply  sufficient,  and  in  many  cases  largely  in 
excess  of  expenditures  of  what  was  necessary  to  educate  all,  but  the  direct- 
ors were  actually  too  idle,  or  indifferent,  or  corrupt,  to  make  the  necessary 
exerdon  to  secure  teachers  and  properly  manage  the  schools  in  their  dis- 
tricts. I  hope  the  discussion  of  this  question  will  be  allowed  full  scope,  and 
not  closed  to-day,  unless  this  subject  is  thoroughly  understood. 

Mr.  Pbkscott-  -The  gentleman  has  read  you  the  opinion  of  one  State  snper- 
faitendent — I  will  read  another,  on  the  same  subject  Samuel  Bard,  super- 
totendent  of  public  education  for  the  year  1858,  says :  ''  One  fact  which 
greatly  contributes  to  this  result  is,  that  in  some  parishes  the  directors  have 
not  thought  examinations  of  candidates  necessary,  and  have  appointed  them 
withont  anything  like  sufficient  evi  ience  of  their  fitness.  The  appointment 
of  parish  superintendents  might  be  made  to  obviate  this,  if  it  were  rendered 
i  part  of  their  duty  to  see  that  no  teacher  should  be  employed  who  had  not, 
either  by  examination  before  the  directors  or  by  himself,  or  at  least  by  a 
certificate  from  the  state  superintendent,  or  other  satisfactory  credentials, 
fally  established  his  capacity  and  worth.  In  my  report  for  1856, 1  particn- 
Itrly  and  earnestly  urged  upon  you  the  advisability  of  providing  for  the 
examination  of  teachers,  by  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  state  super- 
intendent, in  the  event  of  parish  superintendents  not  being  created,  and  to 
the  views  there  advanced,  I  respectfully  ask  you  to  refer." 

The  whole  success  of  this  system  of  public  education  depends  on  the  parish 
nperintendenta.  I  will  explain  why.  Under  the  old  system,  the  parish 
treasorer  bad  no  duty  incumbent  upon  him  except  the  disbursement  of  the 
Bumey.  It  was  not  incumbent  on  him  to  visit  schools,  examine  teachers,  or 
advise  the  directors.  He  was  simply  the  depository  of  the  school  ftind. 
How  was  it  possible  for  the  system  to  be  successful,  without  an  officer  having 
these  things  for  his  duties  ?  Suppose  you  should  raise  a  military  company,  and 
pat  it  into  active  service  without  a  captain,  letting  it  have  merely  a  pay- 
master, who  exercises  no  supervision,  what  would  become  of  such  a  company  T 
What  service  would  they  render  the  State  ?  None,  whatever.  So  with  the 
•ebool  system ;  nnless  we  can  make  the  directors,  teachers,  and  all  interested 
in  the  school  system,  responsible  to  some  one  duly  authorized,  the  whole 
^jstem  most  be  a  fiulure. 

I  will  read  to  yon  the  duties  of  parish  superintendents  under  the  present 
system,  and  yon  will  see  how  small  the  remuneration  wliich  we  offer  is,  rela- 
tively.   In  Uciy  I  think  $600  per  annum  too  small ;  but,  as  a  friend  of  econ- 
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omy,  I  do  not  wish  to  insist  on  its  increase.    A  future  Legislature,  if  it  sees 
fit,  maj  do  so.    Section  15  of  the  bill  under  consideration  reads : 

Section  15.  Be  U  enaded,  <3&c  That  the  parish  superintendent  shall  be  the 
depository  of  the  school  fund,  which  be  shall  pay  out  on  the  warrants  of  the 
directors  of  the  various  school  districts  of  his  parish.  He  shall  notify  the 
directors  of  each  school  district,  every  three  months,  of  the  amounts  due  their 
respective  districts  ;  the  said  notification  to  be  inserted  once  in  the  pariah 
paper,  or  papers ;  or,  if  none  exist,  he  shall  affix  such  statement  to  the  door 
of  the  courthouse  of  his  parish.  He  shall  visit  all  the  schools  In  his  parish, 
at  least  twice  during  the  year,  examine  their  condition,  and  sugrgest  such 
changes  and  improvements  in  the  mode  of  teaching,  or  organization,  as  be 
may  deem  necessary.  He  shall  form  the  parish  into  districts,  each  district 
not  to  contain  more  than  forty,  nor  less  than  fifteen  scholars,  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years  ;  Provided^  howevert  That  the  people  of  any 
neighburhood,  who  are  not  satisfied  with  the  management  of  the  district,  hav- 
ing the  minimum  number  of  scholars  required  by  this  act  to  foim  a  school 
district,  may,  on  proper  application  to  the  parish  superintendent,  be  consti- 
tuted a  school  district,  with  all  the  privileges  appertaining  thereto  ;  Pr<h 
vided,  they  leave  the  district  from  which  they  were  separated  the  maximum 
number  of  scholars  required  by  this  act  to  form  a  school  district ;  the  limits 
and  boundaries  of  the  new  school  district  to  be  determined  by  the  parish 
superintendent,  who  shall  enter  the  same  in  his  statement,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided by  this  act 

You  see  his  duties  are  oneroos,  and  I  do  not  think  the  remnneration  we 
propose  to  give,  too  large ;  in  fiBuit,  it  is  a  meagre  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices proposed  to  be  rendered.  The  great  reform  we  claim  to  have  made, 
I  will  explain,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  think  of  carrying  it  out  without 
officers  invested  with  such  authority.  I  have  had  fifteen  years'  experience 
as  a  school  teacher,  and  I  claim  to  speak  intelligently  on  this  subject;  though 
I  do  not  wish  my  ipse  dmt  taken,  for  you  have  all  had  some  experience  in 
school  matters  as  heads  of  families,  and  besides,  there  are  able  school 
teachers  present  in  this  House,  whose  views  I  think  will  coincide  with  mine. 
The  school  system  is  generally  admitted  to  be  a  failure  in  this  State,  and  I 
have  asked  men  the  reason.  Some  havesaid.it  is  from  the  want  of  parish 
superintendents  ;  others,  the  general  indifference  of  the  people  to  the  cause 
of  education  ;  others  attribute  it  to  the  negligence  of  the  directors.  I  have 
discovered  another  cause,  which  I  think  is  the  real  cause,  and  in  which  lies 
the  great  merit  of  this  act  It  provides  against  a  similar  failure  occurring 
again.  According  to  the  old  law,  the  police  juries  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
had  a  right  to  district  the  parishes,  and  they  did  district  them,  hot  how  T  I 
will  give  you  my  parish  as  an  example.  I  have  taught  in  six  of  the  parishes, 
I  found  the  system  existing  in  all,  so  that  the  one  in  question  will  serve  as  a 
sample  of  the  whole.  My  parish  extends  from  the  head  of  Little  river  to 
the  mouth  of  Red  river,  having  an  extreme  length  of  sixty  miles  and  a 
breadth  of  from  thirty-five  to  forty  miles.  How  many  school  districts  have 
we  in  this  immense  parish  ?  Yon  would  suppose  from  fifty  to  one  htrndred ; 
but  there  are  only  thirteen.    Only  thirteen  in  that  immense  parish. 
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I  will  explain  bow  the  sjsiem  worked.  Take  the  district  in  which  I  resided 
sevea  years,  which  was  fifteen  miles  long  and  eight  miles  wide.  We  had 
two  hundred  and  fifty  scholars,  according  to  the  return  of  the  parish  treasurer 
and  had  nine  neighborhood  and  nine  schools,  each  haying  a  sufficient  number 
to  constitute  a  school.  Was  the  money  used  as  intended?  A  certain  set  of 
gentlemen  in  the  district  got  elected  as  directors,  and,  according  to  the  old 
system,  they  had  the  right  to  designate  the  place  where  the  election  should 
be  held,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October.  Of  course,  they  always  called  the 
election  in  their  own  neighborhood,  and  the  people  reelected  them,  because 
they  knew  they  would  apply  the  funds  of  (he  whole  district  for  their  special 
benefiL  How  did  they  use  the  funds  thus  obtained  ?  I  will  tell  you.  A 
certain  'squire  was  the  real  head  and  soul  of  the  district,  and  I  was  his  favorite 
school  teacher,  and  taught  these  six  years  at  a  salary  varying  from  $75  to 
$100  per  month.  He  wanted  none  but  competent  teachers.  Of  course  it 
was  a  profitable  arrangement  to  me,  and  it  was  also  a  perfectly  legal  and 
fidr  one  to  all.  At  the  same  time,  I  saw  the  grievous  hardships  which  it 
inflicted  on  other  neighborhoods.  The  consequence  was,  the  whole  fund 
appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  these  two  hundred  and  fifty  children  was 
expended  on  forty,  and  the  other  neighborhoods  were  without  schools.  One 
bad  no  school  for  fifteen  years.  The  State  appropriated  four  dollars  per 
year  for  each  child,  and  supposed  they  got  it— but  they  never  did  so.  This 
state  of  things  went  on  for  a  great  many  years,  when  the  'squire,  in  a  sudden 
freak  of  generosity-  such  as  people  will  have,  where  it  costs  nothing—  deter- 
mined, in  his  infinite  condescention,  to  give  another  neighborhood  a  school. 
On  drawing  up  a  petition  and  presenting  it,  he  was  kind  enough  to  grant  it* 
But  since  that,  they  have  had  no  school.  This  is  too  grievous  a  state  of  things 
to  be  borne.  These  children  were  American  children,  and  entitled  to  the 
full  benefits  of  American  advantages  and  privileges. 

There  is  a  certain  portion  of  the  district  on  which  my  plantation  lies,  and  I 
concluded  to  marry  and  go  home  and  settle  myself.  As  soon  as  I  got  home, 
people  came  to  me  asking  me  to  teach  the  school.  I  told  them  I  was  willing 
to  t^ach,  provided  the  'squire  would  give  them  the  funds.  I  went  to  him  and 
told  him  we  had  not  had  a  school  in  the  neighborhood  for  a  long  time  and 
wanted  one.  He  said  he  wanted  me  to  teach  their  school ;  they  were  jus^ 
about  ready  to  commence,  and  had  plenty  of  funds,  and  he  could  not  grant 
the  petition.  I  told  him  I  would  seek  some  other  remedy,  and  was  deter 
mined  that  my  district  should  receive  justice,  even  if  all  the  other  neighbor- 
hoods were  excluded.  I  went  to  a  member  of  the  police  jury,  and  he 
presented  a  petition  from  my  neighborhood  and  two  others.  The  jury 
granted  the  prayer,  and  we  were  set  apart  as  a  new  district.  I  was  elected 
school  director,  and  organized  the  school  and  taught  it 

We  also  had  funds  enough  to  g^ve  the  other  two  neighborhoods  a  sohooly 
•nd  np  to  1860,  each  neighborhood  had  a  school  every  year. 
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That  district  was  admitted  to  be  the  best  managed   district  in  tbe  paridi' 

and  probably  in  the  State.    The  remedy  for  the  evil  is,  to  form  small 

districts,  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  not  exceeding  forty  scholars,  and  let  each 

neighborhood  have  the  management  of  its  own  lunds.    Such  a  system  can- 

*  not  do  wrong  to  any  one. 

Human  nature  is  the  same  everywhere.  The  school  districts  all  through  the 
State  have  been  constituted  and  administered  in  the  same  manner,  for  the 
benefit  of  particular  neighborhoods,  whereby  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
the  State  have  been  cheated  out  of  the  education  for  which  they  have  paidi 
various  taxes,  and  for  which  Congress,  with  the  liberality  which  has  always 
characterized  it,  made  appropriations  of  valuable  land.  But  this  money  has 
been  squandered,  and  at  the  same  time  no  State  has  a  school  system  so  mis- 
erable as  thb. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  negligence  of  directors.  I  would 
ask  what  right  you  have  to  impose,  without  a  salary,  oneious  duties, 
under  the  old  law,  upon  the  directors  7  Three  men  are  called  on  to  manage 
a  territory  enough  for  a  parish.  If  they  were  to  manage  it  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, and  appropriate  funds  in  every  neighborhood,  they  would  have  to  sal- 
ary a  clerk.  They  are  planters,  lawyers,  etc.,  and  can  devote  only  a  small 
portion  of  time  to  school  purposes.  Therefore,  if  they  cannot  devote  the 
time  that  is  required,  they  utterly  neglect  the  whole,  and  thus  the  system  has 
fiaillen  into  its  present  condition.  You  impose  too  much  on  them.  What 
right  have  you  to  ask  me  to  supervise  the  affairs  of  nine  neighborhoods,  each 
caliiog  for  Kchools  7  It  is  a  duty  I  may  not  be  able  to  meet,  because  my  pri- 
vate engagements  -i^ill  not  allow  me  to  do  so.  The  only  way  in  which  these 
grievances  can  be  met,  and  fraud  prevented,  is  to  make  the  districts  small, 
so  that  three  men  can  manage  it  with  ease,  and  appropriate  the  funds  only 
for  the  particular  neighborhood  they  live  in  ;  and  not  abuse  and  misappro- 
priate the  funds.  This  act  fully  provides  for  this.  I  will  show  you  the  neces- 
sity for  a  pariah  superintendent.  The  parish  of  Catahoula,  divided  into  dis- 
tricts containing  not  more  than  forty  scholars,  will  comprise  from  75  to  100 
districts.  The  parish  treasurer,  according  to  the  old  system,  is  obliged  to  do 
nothing  but  pay  out  the  money ;  he  performed  no  other  duty.  This  act 
enjoins  on  the  parish  superintendent  the  re-districting  of  the  parishes.  It  will 
take  at  least  ^x  months  to  perfect  that  portion  of  his  labors.  Then,  if  the 
districts  are  small,  the  inhabitants  have  a  right  to  form  Into  separate  dis- 
tricts. AVho  is  to  perform  this  labor  7  The  parish  treasurer  will  not  do  it, 
because  it  is  not  incumbent  on  him  to  do  so.  I  therefore  say.  if  the  office  of 
parish  superintendent  is  stricken  from  this  act,  the  whole  system  is  a  gross 
fiUlure,  and  a  fraud  on  the  people  of  this  State,  and,  as  such,  I  condemn  it, 
and  wish  it  to  fail  to  the  greatest  extent 

Mb.  Bdrkb— The  gentleman  seems  to  have  lived  inan  unfortunate  section 
of  the  country.    But  I  am  astonished  at  his  acknowledgment  of  sanctioning 
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A  wrong  daring  almost  the  whole  time,  for  he  seems  to  hare  been  aware  that 
be  was  doing  wrong ;  yet,  being  well  paid  for  it,  he  still  continaed  at  the 
same  pracUoe.  All  the  opposition  I  made  to  the  bill  was,  that  I  did  not  wish 
to  spend  the  monej  of  tlie  State  foolishly.  I  do  not  wish  to  place  any  nnne- 
cessary  tax  on  the  people.  It  is  proposed  to  rote  away  $35,000  a  year  to 
employ  parish  saperintendents,  in  order  to  rectify  what  is  called  a  wrong. 
The  whole  system  of  public  schools  has  always  worlced  well,  and  we  have 
got  along  well  with  it  The  bill  proposes  that  forty  scholars  shall  constitute 
a  district,  which  will  require  two  school-houses,  instead  of  one.  There  is 
only  one  objection  to  this  proposition,  and  that  is,  that  it  absorbs  a  large 
amount  of  the  money  of  the  people. 

Mb.  Pbbsoutt— a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  expense  of  the  two 
different  systems — 

Mr.  Chamberlain — ^The  gentleman  is  out  of  order.  Mr.  Burke  has  the 
closing  of  the  deba'e. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Borke,  striking  out  the  office  of  parish  superintendent 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  to  laj  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Badger— I  move  to  amend,  by  striking  out  ^  March  term,"  and  inserting 
**  first  term  in  each  year,''  making  the  section  read :  "  There  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  police  jury  of  each  parish,  at  their  first  term  in  each  year,  a  parish 
superintendent,"  etc 

Carried. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  acUoumed  until  12  m.,  Thursday,  December  16. 


Thursday,  Deoember  15, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when,  prayer  being  offered 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Chubbuck,  the  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  German  Society,  praying  an  exemption 
firom  taxation  of  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  association. 

Mr.  Michel— I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charitable 
Institutions. 

Mr.  Folrt— Mr.  Speaker :  I  don't  understand  what  that  committee  has  to 
do  with  the  matter.  Certain  lands  are  exempted  fh>m  taxation,  both  under 
the  City  Charier  and  State  laws.  There  is  a  substitute  now  before  this  House 
in  regard  to  this  very  subject,  in  which  will  be  embraced  all  property  to  be 
taxed  and  to  be  exempted  from  taxation.  I  don't  think  this  House  cau  take 
any  action  upon  this  matter,  at  the  present  time,  but  that  it  will  properly 
come  before  the  House  when  the  bill  referred  to  comes  up  for  review.  I» 
tiierefore,  move  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


206 

Mb.  Folkt — This  Bhoold  be  referred  to  the  ComTnittee  on  Waysaad  Means. 

Mr.  Harnan— Mr.  Speaker:  The  property  referred  to  has  never  been 
taxed  heretofore,  and  the  society  simply  wish  to  have  that  status  contlnaed. 

Mb.  Folet— I  move  it  be  laid  on  the  table  subject  to  call. 

Mr.  Setmour — Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  in  ftivor  of  referring  the  petition ;  then, 
if  it  is  fiivonbly  reported  on,  let  a  bill  exempting  the  property  from  taxtion 
be  introduced.  By  referring  it  to  a  committee,  an  investigation,  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  case,  can  be  made. 

Mb.  Boveb— I  don't  see,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  makes  any  difference  in  regard 
to  the  committee  to  which  this  bill  is  referred,  as  the  only  object  in  referring . 
it  at  all,  \a  to  ascertain  whether  this  property  should  be  exempted  firom 
taxation. 

The  motion,  to  lay  on  the  table  subject  to  call,  was  lost,  wherenpon  the 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp  presented  a  memorial,  inquiring  whether  the  members  of 
the  House  have  the  franking  privilege,  and  if  so,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Audiing  Committee  be  requested  to  explain  why  the  committee  refused  to 
pay  the  account  of  the  postmaster. 

Thb  Speaker— I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that  I  am  perhaps  as  little 
conversant  with  the  subject  of  the  franking  privilege  as  any  member  of  the 
Honse,  but  will  make  it  my  duty  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  inform  the 
House  in  relation  to  it  on  the  morrow. 

A  petition  was  read,  signed  by  twenty-three  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
Terrebonne,  requesting  that  the  portion  of  that  parish  north  of  the  New 
Orleans  and  Great  Western  Railroad,  be  annexed  to  the  parish  of  Lafourche. 

Mr.  Boudreaux — That,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  petition  to  which  1  referred  at 
our  last  session.  I  hope  that  the  House  will  now  allow  me  to  present  agun 
my  bill. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Boudreacx — I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  explain  his  motion. 

Mr.  Prbscott — Mr.  Spealter  :  So  far  as  this  matter  is  concerned,  I  know 
nothing  about  it ;  but  I  do  know  that  it  is  proposed  to  take  from  the  parish 
of  Lafourche  aboiit  one  hundred  square  miles.  Now  that  is,  as  I  see  by  the 
map,  a  small  parish,  and  if  this  amount  of  territory  is  taken  from  it,  look  at 
the  grievous  burden  of  living  in  the  remainder  of  that  parish,  in  obliging 
them  to  support  their  paii^h  organization.  If  it  is  only  ten  miles  square,  a 
parish  must  have  and  support  all  the  ofQoers  required  in  any,  even  the 
largest  one.  If  the  people  of  Lafourche  are  in  favor  of  the  proposed  change, 
I  have,  of  course,  no  objection  ;  but  to  effect  it  without  their  consent  would 
be  most  essentially  wrong. 

I  know,  that  in  my  own  parish  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  set  off  that 
portion  of  it  comprising  the  most  extensive  plantations  and  three-fourths  of 
its  wealth,  to  the  parish  of  Concordia,  thus  leaving  the  remainder  of  it- 
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ooDsistlDg  for  the  most  part  of  pine  lands  and  poor  soil— to  support  the 
pariah  organization.  We  have  resisted  (bat  attempt  successfully,  and  I  have 
referred  to  this  illustration,  because  I  believe  the  present  to  be  a  parallel 
case,  for  it  is  a  foot  which  cannot  be  stated  too  often,  that  no  matter  how 
poor  or  small  a  parish  may  be,  it  must  bear  the  same  expense  as  any  other 
pariah,  in  order  to  have  a  perfect  organization. 

I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  to  present  to  this  House  a 
petition  firom  the  citizens  of  the  parish  in  question.  Until  he  does  so,  I  think 
fbrtber  consideration  on  this  question  should  be  postponed,  that  we  may 
understand  the  popular  wish.  If  it  then  appears  to  be  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed change,  I  shall  be  ready  to  acquiesce  in  it,  as  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Hcmse  will  do  so  the  same. 

Mr.  Migdel— Mr.  Speaker :  The  gentleman  has  got  the  cart  before  the 
horse.  He  objects  that  the  parish  of  Lafourche  is  a  small  one.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  a  very  large  one,  and  is  represented  on  this  floor  by  three  repre- 
sentatives, while  the  parish  of  Terrebonne  has  only  two.  These  citizens 
wish  to  be  annexed  to  the  former  parish,  simply  because  it  will  be  more 
convenient  for  them,  on  account  of  the  distance  of  their  present  court-house. 
If  the  people  wish  this,  I  don't  understand  why  outsiders  should  oppose  the 
movement 

Mr.  Boudrbaux — Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  sorry  to  hear  a  gentleman  [Mr.  Pres- 
cott],  who  commences  his  speech  by  saying  tiiat  he  knows  nothing  about  the 
bill,  make  the  assertion  that  it  proposes  to  take  from  Lafourche  one  hundred 
sqaare  miles.  In  the  first  place,  the  lani  is  to  be  taken  from  the  parish  of 
Terrebonne ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  Is  ten  square  miles  only  which  are 
to  be  subtracted  therefh>m. 

As  the  case  now  stands,  the  people  must  travel  some  fit  teen  miles  in  order 
to  reach  a  courthouse ;  remain  there  at  Houma  for  some  time ;  pay  their 
board  during  that  time,  besides  supporting  their  horses,  which  is  the  secon- 
dary item,  as  the  animals  must  be  taken  from  the  labors  of  the  farm— thus 
seriously  inconveniencing  agricultural  pursuits.  Under  the  proposed 
arrangement,  gentlemen  can  go  to  court,  transact  their  business,  and  return 
to  their  homes  and  families  with  hardly  any  appreciable  loss  of  time.  As 
the  people  do,  to  a  man,  desire  this  change,  I  cannot  conceive  why  the  gen- 
tleman should  object — in  which  objection,  however,  I  do  not  believe  the 
Hoose  will  sustain  him. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  lost,  and  the  petitition  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Parochial  Affaire. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  reported  favorably  on  the  bill 
to  Incorporate  the  Lafourche  Land  Improvement  Company,  recommending 
immediate  action. 

Mr.  Chamberlain :  An  act  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  1864. 
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Hr.  Barke :  An  act  to  relieve  persons  owing  monejs  previoas  to  the  war- 
Mr.  Riggs,  in  behalf  of  the  Judiciary  Committee :  Acts  to  repeal  articles 
103  and  4 ;  also  to  amend  articles  4,  6  and  7  of  the  Code  of  Practice. 

Mr.  Christie :  An  act  to  defray  the  expenses  of  presidential  electors. 

An  act  to  define  the  duties  of  State  tax  collector,  was  read  th(«  first  time. 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  admit  of  reading  the  bill  for  the  second  tlmei 
alter  which  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

The  vote  rejecting  the  bill  for  change  of  boundaries  between  the  parishes 
of  Lafourche  and  Terrebonne,  was  reconsidered,  the  rules  having  been  sus- 
pended, after  which  it  was  adopted  on  first  reading,  when  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  and  put  on  second  reading  was  lost. 

Mr.  Folkt — Mr.  Speaker :  I  call  for  a  suspension  of  the  rulesi  in  order  to 
take  up  the  "  revenue  '^  bill,  as  it  is  necessary  that  some  bill  of  the  kind  should 
pass,  before  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  CnRiSTiE— Mr.  Speaker :  The  printed  copy  of  the  bill  has  just  been 
laid  upon  our  desk.  I  cannot  conceive  that  there  is  any  need  for  such  hasty 
legislation  as  the  gentleman  favors.  I  think  the  bill  should  at  least  be  defer- 
red until  to-morrow,  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  examing  it,  for 
which  reason,  I  shall  vote  against  the  suspension  of  the  rales. 

Mr.  MicHEL—Mr.  Speaker :  On  yesterday  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Judiciary  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  but  on  account  of  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  could  not  be  taken  up.  1  shall  now  oppose  any  suspen- 
sion of  tbe  rules  until  that  report  is  taken  up. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  losk. 

Mr.  Folet — I  move  that  the  bill  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next,  in  preference  to  all  others. 

Thb  SpEiLKBR— The  bill  properly  comes  before  the  Committe  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CBAMBERLA.1X— Tes,  sir ;  it  must  be  discussed  there  before  it  can  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  State  library,  was  adopted. 

An  act  relative  to  the  attorney  general,  was  read. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  that  be  rejected,  as  it  is  a  copy,  word  for  word,  from  the 
old  law. 

Mr.  Dejejln— Mr.  Speaker :  I  presented  that  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary,  iu  simple  compliance  with,  and  pursuant  to,  a  resolution 
passed  by  this  House. 

Mr.  CHAMBBRfAix— The  Senate  has  adopted  the  plan,  Mr.  Speaker,  of 
throwing  out  all  bills  which  now  appear  on  our  statute  books,  and  I  think  it 
is  just  as  courteous  for  them  to  do  so,  as  it  is  senseless  for  us  to  persist  in 
passing  them  to  that  body. 

Mr.  Folkt—I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  resolution  in  question  applied 
only  to  the  laws  in  contravention  with  the  present  constitution,  which  this 
one  clearly  is  not 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


209 

The  bill  was  withdrawn. 

The  school  bill,  seotioD  5,  was  taken  np. 

Hr.  Hainan  amended  the  section  bj  inserting  after  **  police  jurors  of  each 
pariah/'  where  they  first  occor,  the  words,  *'  in  the  State,"  which  amendment 
was  carried,  and  the  section  therefore  adopted. 

Mb.  Badoer— Mr.  Speaker :  One  hundred  and  ftftj  copies  of  this  bill  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  but  I  understand  that  only  half  of  that  number  have 
been  sent  to  the  House.  Many  members  have  no  copy,  and  I  would  like  to 
know  why  the  ftiU  number  has  not  been  furnished. 

Thb  Spbakxb — ^The  sergeant-at-arms  informs  me  that  your  statement  is 
oonrect,  sir,  and  I  hare  experienced  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  copy  for 
my  own  use.    I  will  send  for  the  balance  immediately. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  more  that  the  subject  be  postponed  until  erery  mem- 
ber has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  bill. 

Mb.  Tcllt — ^I  move  the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  previous  modon  thereupon  adopted. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost 

An  act  relative  to  sureties  on  individual  bonds,  was  adopted  on  second 
reading,  whereupon  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  It,  together  with  the  title, 
adopted  on  third  reading. 

An  act  relative  to  the  fees  of  the  Sixth  Justice's  Court  constable,  Arom  the 
Senate. 

Mb.  Michel— Mr.  Speaker :  That  bill  was  reported  on  unfavorably  by  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  as  being  already  upon  our  statute  books. 

The  bill  was  rejected. 

An  act  for  the  election  of  register  of  conveyances  for  the  parish  of  Orleans, 
right  bank. 

Section  2  was  amended  so  as  to  oblige  the  party  elect  to  furnish  good  and 
solvent  security  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  bill  thereupon 
adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.  of  Friday,  the  16th  Inst 


,        FwDiT,  December  16, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  ic 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins, 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  bill  adopted  yesterday,  relative  to  sureties  on 
individual  bonds,  had  been  reported  on  unfavorably  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  adopted  ;  so  that  the  bill  was  taken  up  by  mistake. 

Mb.  Chambbblun— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Sbtmoub— I  now  move  to  reject  the  bill. 

Carried. 

Hl4 
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Mr.  Laloire  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  The  law  books  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  House  hare  been 
distributed  among  certain  members ;  and 
.    Whereas,  Other  members  have  no  access  to  said  books ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  use 
of  this  House,  ten  copies  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  ten  copies  of  Uie  CivH 
Code,  and  ten  copies  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  more  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost 

Mb.  Seymour— As  far  as  the  Civil  Code  \b  concerned,  the  sergeant-at-arms 
will  inform  the  gentlemen  who  have  those  now  in  the  House,  as  he  has 
receipts  for  them.  I  have  one  copy  for  the  use  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
If  gentlemen  desire  the  Revised  Statutes,  they  will  find  them  in  the  State 
library. 

Mb.  Laloibb— We  know  the  books  are  there,  but  we  have  not  access  to 
them. 

Mb.  Bovbb — I  cannot  understand,  by  the  resolution,  who  the  books  are 
Intended  for.  Ten  copies,  even  in  addition  to  those  already  on  hand,  will 
not  be  sufficient  for  all  the  members. 

Mb.  Cbeioh— I  would  like  to  kaow  what  right  members  have  to  keep  the 
copies  in  their  desks.  They  belong  to  the  House,  and  not  to  them,  but  thej 
will  not  loan  them. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  to  postpone  indefinitely. 

Mb.  Eoan — I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Lost,  and  also  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  subject  to  call. 

Lost 

Mb.  Bdrkb— I  move  that  every  member  be  fUrnished  with  a  copy  of  each. . 

Mb.  Setmoub— The  gentleman  opposed  the  office  of  parish  superintendents 
of  education,  on  the  gi;pund  of  economy,  but  wishes  to  expend  some  $900 
for  books  which,  if  necessary,  can  be  found  in  the  State  library — and  is,  I 
think,  hardly  consistent 

A  motion  to  table  the  amendment  was  lost. 

BIb.  Folbt— I  move  to  amend  by  purchasing  the  copies,  if  they  can  be  had 
for  not  more  than  $6  each. 

Mb.  Egan— I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.  The  gentlen^an 
knows  the  books  cannot  be  had  for  the  money. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Habnan— I  move  that  each  member  p^y  for  the  copies  fh>m  his  per 
diem. 

Lost 

Mb.  Folbt— I  believe  the  moUon  to  table  my  amendment  was  lost  I 
move  its  adoption. 

Thb  Spbakbb — The.ohair  decides  that  the  amendment  was  tabled. 
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Mb.  Folvt— I  appeal  from  the  deoisioa  of  th«  chair. 

The  chair  was  tortalned  hy  the  following  Tote :    Teas  51,  nays  13. 

Mb.  Folbt — I  more  that  the.  resolution  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  fbr  the  first  Monday  in  Jannsry. 

LobL 

The  motion  to  adopt  ibe  amendment  of  Mr.  Bnrke,  was  lost,  and  the  orig- 
inal resolation  adopted. 

A  report  f^om  the  conmdttee  appointed  to  confi^r  with  a  like  committee 
ftom  the  SenatOi  in  regard  to  a  bill  relative  to  justices  of  the  peace,  stating 
liiat  a  sabetltate  had^been  oflTered  in  the  Senate,  was  read. 

The  following  gentlemen  gave  notice  of  the  introduction* of  bills : 

Mr.  Badger :  Amendments  to  the  act  relative  to  pilots  at  the  mouth  of 
tiie  Miasfnippi  river. 

Mr.  Bouligny :  An  act  to  create  two  sheriflb  for  the  parish  of  Orleans, 
mod  define  vhelr  duties. 

Mr.  Banm :    An  act  relative  to  preGcripUons. 

Mr.  Van  Tbomp—I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
repealing  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Ladies  Charitable  Association  of  Baton 
Booge.  I  would  state  for  the  loformatlou  of  the  House,  that  these  children 
sre  in  indigent  circumstances,  aod  suffepog  for  the  necessailes  of  life.  I 
troat  the  sympathies  of  the  members  of  this  House  will  be  enlisted  in' their 
behalf. 

Garried,  and  the  bill  adopted  on  Its  first  reading. 

Acti  to  amend  articles  1661  and  1662,  10  U,  1202,  1332,1365,1785,3143, 
8144,  3145,  3146,  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana,  were  read  the  first  time  and 
adopted. 

An  act  to  repeal  article  1783  of  the  Code  of  Louisiana,  was  read  a  first 
time  and  adopted. 

The  following  bills  were  read  second  time,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
eagroflsed  fora  third  reading : 

An  act  to  amend  article  3465  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  State  tax  collector  in  and  for  the 
parhh  of  Jefi^rson. 

An  ac»  relative  to  absentees. 

An  act  relative  to  judicial  advertisements. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  called  to  the  cb$\Ir. 

Mb.  Folbt~I  move  t^  strike  ont  the  word  ''French-'  in  that  bill,  wherever 
It  occurs.  My  reason  for  this  motion  is,  that  we  have  already  pasMd  a  bill 
wbkh  prohibits  such  publication  in  that  language. 

Mb.  LiioiBE— I  would  inform  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  bill  to 
which  he  refers  has  not  yet  passed  the  Senate.  .When  it  does,  it  will  be  time 
enongh  to  consider  th«s  matter. 

Mb.  LTWfS'Mr.  Speaker :  I  agree  entirely  with  my  friend,  (Mr.  Foley,) 
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u  this  bill  will  obYioosly  conflict  with  that  of  which  be  speaks.  I  moTO  to 
strilce  oat  all  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  refers  to  any  other  language  than 
that  in  which  the  constitution  is  written. 

Mr.  Michel— Mr.  Speaker :  The  Senate  has  not  yet  passed  the  bill  to  which 
the  gentleman  refers,  and  I  guamtee,  moreover,  that  it  will  not  be.  I  insist 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  bill)  as  reported. 

The  motion  to  table  was  declared  carded— yeas  29,  nays  26 — amid  cries 
of  "  no  quorum,"  and  "  move  to  adjourn." 

Mr.  Christib — Mr.  Speaker :  Before  the  motion  to  adjourn  is  pnt,  I  wish  to 
ask  leave  of  absence  for  our  esteemed  speaker  on  Monday  next,  on  account 
of  most  imperative  and  urgent  business. 

The  request  was  granted. 

Mr.  Bo'ddreaux — I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  gentleman  firom  Orleans 
(Mr.  Christie)  be  appointed  speaker  pro  tern. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  thereupon  the  speaker  pro  lem.  declared  the 
Houfie  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Saturday,  when  several  members  requested 
him  to  change  the  announcement  of  the  day  of  next  session  to  Monday. 

The  Speaker— No  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  until  Monday. 

Mr.  Potnot— According  to  a  resolution  passed  some  time  since,  the  House, 
when  adjourning  on  Friday,  ac^ourns  until  the  Monday  following. 

The  House  was  thereupon  declared  adjourned  until  12  ic  of  Monday,  the 
19tb  inst. 


Monday,  Deoember  19, 1864. 

^he  ju  0^0  °^®^  pursuant  to  a^oumment,  Hon.  D.  Christie  in  the  chair, 
when  t^«  ii.^«i»*«8  ^ere  adopted  as  read. 

The  spe^^^tpro  teni,  ^ked  to  be  excused  from  attendant  during  the  session, 
and  the  Hon.  ?*  Harnan  wafl  o:>Ued  to  the  chair. 

A  resolution  to  appoint  aoomml^tM  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the  Land 
Office,  was  declared  adopted,  and  the  committee  of  three  threupon  appointed. 

Mr.  MsEKS—Has  that  resolution  been  carried,  Mr.  Speaker! 

The  Speaker  pro  tern.— Yes,  sir,  it  has. 

Mr.  Todd -I  have  not  voted,  and  am  not  aware  that  the  resolution  has 
passed. 

An  appeal  was  then  taken  on  the  question,  which  resulted  in  the  sustaining 
of  the  decision  by  the  chair. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  a  memorial  from  certain  colored  men  relatiTe 
to  National  Rights  Leagues,  addressed  "  To  the  people  of  Louisiana." 

Mr.  Seymocr— That  is  not  addressed  to  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I 
therefore  hope  it  will  not  be  read. 

Mr.  Lastkr— I  agree  with  the  last  gentleman,  and  have  only  to  say,  that 
whoever  wishes  to  present  any  petition  to  this  House,  must  address  it  in  a 
proper  manner. 
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If  R.  Badger— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Foley— It  has  not  been  read  yet,  bow,  then,  can  it  be  rejected  ? 

Hb.  BouDREi-ux— I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  title  of  the  petittion  be 
chftnged. 

Mr.  Lastkr— I  more  that  it  be  referred  back  to  the  party  presenting  it. 

Mb.  Todi>— It  Bhonld  be  read  first 

The  Speaker  pro  iem.^I  understand  that  the  petition  is  addressed  to  the 
chair.    That  being  the  case,  it  should  be  first  read  and  then  acted  npon. 

Mr.  Boudrbaux— I  withdraw  jny  motion  then,  and  hope  the  petition  will  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  The  document  is  not  properly  addressed, 
and  hence  comes  neither  under  th9  head  of  petitions,  memorials  or  reeoln- 
tkms.  All  our  proceedings  thus  fiir  are  out  of  order.  The  only  measure 
necessary  is  to  simply  decide  the  document  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Setmour — As  tliis  seems  to  be  "  confusion  worse  confounded,"  I  move 
we  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lister— I  move  we  take  a  recess  of  an  hour. 

The  motion  to  adijoum  was  declared  carried— yeas  38,  nays  27. 


TuBSDATy  December  20, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  acyoumment 

Messrs.  Marie  and  Evans  presented  a  statement,  that  a  petition  was  being 
drawn  up  by  the  people  of  that  district  against  any  change  being  made  with 
regard  to  the  boundary  line  between  Terrebonne  and  Lafourche. 

The  report  of  the  committee  iiv  regard  to  state  printer,  cleared  him  of  any 
peculations— Senator  A.  C.  Hills  dissenting. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  late  sergeant-at-arms,  censuring 
him  and  other  parties,  was  received. 

Mr.  Prescott  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  entitied  **  An 
act  to  compel  certain  banks  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  go  into  liquidation, 
and  provide  ways  and  means  to  withdraw  the  interest  of  the  State  in  the 


Mr.  Michel — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  offer  a  bill  incorporating 
the  First  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the  city  of  Jefferson. 

Carried,  and  the  rules  suspended,  and  bill  adopted  on  its  second  reading 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Boree— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  a  bill  relative  to 
branch  pilots,  on  its  second  readino:. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  By  a  further 
suspension  of  the  rules,  the  bill  was  put  on  its  final  reading. 

Mr.  Creigh— I  move  it  be  tabled. 

Lost,  and  bill  adopted. 
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Mr.  Cbbioh— I  move  to  reject  the  title. 

Lost 

Mb.  Setmodb^I  move  a  saspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  bill  relative 
to  creating  the  office  of  register  of  oonveyanoes,  on  its  final  reading. 

The  motion  was  carried,  whereupon  the  bill  was  read  the  second,  and  the 
rules  having  been  again  suspended,  the  th«rd  time,  and  adopted  with  its  Utle. 

The  Senate  bill,  providing  for  the  payment  ot  documents  furnished  bj  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  was  put  through  three  readings  and  finally  adopted, 
with  its  title — the  rules  having  been  su^ended.  • 

The  bill  relating  to  defining  the  boundaries  between  the  parishes  of  Terre- 
bonne and  Lafourche,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parochial 
Aflkirs. 

The  Senate  act,  to  amend  **  An  act  relative  to  the  General  Assembly,'  * 
came  up. 

Mr.  Harnan— Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  the  bill  be  rejected.  The  president 
of  the  Senate  receives  a  salary  of  $5000  per  annum,  as  provided  for  in  the 
constitution,  which  is  the  largest  compensation  paid  by  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  for  similar  services,  and  is  equal  to  the  salary  of  the  vice  president 
of  the  United  States.  Limiting  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  to  sixty  days, 
the  president  of  the  Senate  is  paid  $83  3SJ  for  every  day's  services  ha 
renders  to  the  State.  That  functionary,  instead  of  being  at  his  post  attend- 
ing to  his  duties,  is  absent,  not  on  business  of  the  State,  but  on  bis  own  pri- 
vate matters  ;  and  I  understand,  without  even  the  form  of  a  leave  of  absmoe 
fh>m  the  Senate.  The  amendment  proposes  to  charge  the  State  eight  doUan 
per  day  for  a  president  of  the  Senate  pro  iem,  for  performing  the  servioes  of 
the  lieutenant  governor.  In  other  words,  the  State  is  to  pay  twice  for  the 
same  services.  If  such  a  precedent  is  established,  I  consider  that  the  judges 
of  our  courts  or  any  other  State  officers  are  entitled  to  the  same  privilege. 
Tou,  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker,  might  take  a  pleasure  trip  to  the  North  and 
would  be  entitled  to  draw  your  pay  at  the  same  time.  The  State  treasury  is 
not  in  a  condition  to  dispense  such  liberality.  I  therefore,  move  that  the 
bill  be  rejected,  and  if  the  gentlemen  who  have  act^  as  president  pro  (on. 
of  the  Senate  think  their  services  not  sufficiently  compensated  at  eight  dol- 
lars per  day,  let  them  apply  to  lieutenant  governor  Wells  for  an  increase, 
whose  sense  of  justice  and  well  known  liberality  forbids  the  idea  that  he 
would  permit  the  State  to  pay  twice  for  the  same  servioes,  which  it  is  his  duty 
to  perform. 

The  Secretary  of  this  House  might,  with  just  as  much  propriety,  absent 
himself,  and  hppoint  a  substitute  in  his  place,  to  receive  the  same  salary  as 
himself— thus  obliging  the  State  to  pay  salaries  for  two  clerks. 

I  wish  these  remarks  to  be  spread  on  the  minutes,  as  my  protest  against 
the  adoption  of  a  bill  which  proposes  any  such  measure. 
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Mb.  CHAMBBKTjkiw— Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  to  amend  by  strikiDg  out  thai 
portion  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Thk  Sfbakkr— I  merely  wiah  to  remark,  that  I  do  not  understand  how 
this  bill  got  before  the  House. 

Mb.  Folkt— I  would  state,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  bill  passed  the  House, 
mnd  was  approred  by  the  governor,  being  so  amended  as  to  entitle  the 
president  of  the  Senate  to  the  same  salary  as  the  speaker  of  this  House. 

Mb.  CmusTiB— Mr.  Speaker :  As  the  president  pro  ion,  of  the  Senate  is 
discbaiging  the  duties  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  during  that  gentleman's 
absence,  I  think  it  would  be  no  more  than  right  that  he  should  receive  the 
pay  the  time  of  his  absence.  I  believe  tliat  he  is  clearly  entitled  to  it,  and 
ibfaik  it  no  more  than  right  for  the  House  to  allow  the  speaker  pro  tern,  of 
the  Senate  the  same  pvr  dt<m  which  it  does  its  own  speaker. 

Mb.  Bbook»— Mr.  Speaker :  I  shall  vote  for  the  rejection  of  this  bill, 
because,  although  I  think  the  president  pro  ienu  of  the  Senate  is  entitled  to 
ez^a  pay,  I  think  that  i*.  is  due  from  the  person  whose  place  he  is  at  present 
lllling — that  is,  the  lieutenant-governor's. 

Mb.  Todd— I  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  first  spoke  [Mr.  Haman],  Mr.' 
Speaker,  for  two  reasons ;  first,  because  X  don't  think  we  should  be  taxed  a 
dollar  more ;  and,  secondly,  because  I  don't  think  the  president  pro  tern,  is 
worth  eight  dollars  a  day. 

The  bill  was  rejected— yeas  49,  nays  16. 

Mb.  Foley— Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  the  rules  be  suspended  in  order  to  take 
up  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land 
Improvement  Company. 

Mb.  Boudbeacx— I  move  that  a  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  bill  be 
printed. 

Mb.  Bbeckinridoe — I  move  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 

Mb.  Ghbistie— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  move  it  be  taken  up  section  by  section,  as 
I  don't  believe  in  this  wholesale  way  of  doing  business,  especially  when  such 
A  bill  as  this,  which  proposes  to  charter  away  the  lands  of  Louisiana,  is 
before  us. 

Mb.  Peabson — I  move  the  adoption  of  the  bill. 

Mb.  Pbescott— Mr.  Speaker :  There  seems  to  be  a  great  desire  on  the  part 
of  some  gentlemen  who  have  no  right  to  the  floor,  to  monopolize  it. 

This  bill  is  one  of  the  most  important  that  has  ever  been  introduced  in 
this  or  any  other  legislative  body  within  this  State.  It  proposes  the  reclam- 
ation of  our  richest  and  best  soil,  which  never  can  be  reclaimed  by  private 
enterprise  or  be  made  available  by  any  other  means  than  through  the  perse- 
vering efforts  of  a  company,  backed  by  heavy  capital  and  the  most  perfect 
engineering  skilL  In  order  to  sustain  this  position,  it  is  necessary  to  state 
that  this  same  land  has  been  constantly  offered  for  sale,  during  the  last  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  years.     The  French  government  first  did  this  almost  as  soon 
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as  it  came  Into  pOdBession  of  it,  and  the  Spanish  government  did  the  same, 
daring  the  short  time  in  which  they  occupied  the  country.  When  the  United 
States  extended  its  authority  orer  this  same  territory  it  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  its  predecessors,  and  from  that  time  to  this  the  tracts  in  question  have 
been  in  the  market,  but  have  never  found  purchasers.  Why  is  this?  Let  us 
look  at  its  character ;  as  fkr  as  soil  is  concerned,  that  is  alluvial,  inexhausti- 
ble and  capable  of  producing  the  fruits  of  almost  every  clime,  but  has  not 
a  settler  upon  it,  as  I  ascertained  when  visiting  it  a  few  days  ago  in  com- 
pany with  a  friend.  Why  is  this,  that  this,  the  richest  portion  of  our  State, 
in  agricultural  point  and  offering  the  greatest  &cilities  for  navigation,  hag 
never  been  brought  under  cultivation?  The  simple  reason  is,  that  the 
greater  portion  of  it  is  under  water  and  can  by  no  possibility  be  reclaimed, 
ex(^pt  by  such  high  engineering  skill  and  heavy  capital  as  can  be  controlled 
by  large  companies.  Now  then,  if  this  bill  is  rejected— to  use  the  language 
of  our  esteemed  fKend,  Mr.  Gorlinski,  our  land  register,  who  spent  more 
than  a  year  in  surveying  it,  which  language  I  will  endorse— if  this  bill  is 
rejected,  this  land  which  might  be  made  a  source  of  almost  incalculable 
wealth,  will  remain  unreclaimed  for  the  next  two  hundred  years  at  least 

In  the  opinion  of  some  engineers,  this  country  is  irreclaimable ;  but  Mr. 
Grorlinsld  thinks  that,  with  the  expenditure  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  it 
can  be  perfectly— or  nearly  perfectly— restored  to  that  condition  which  is  so 
highly  desirable.  If  this  company  succeeds  in  carrying  out  its  projects,  i« 
will  throw  open  to  cultivation  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  of  unsur- 
passed fertility,  which  will  then  be  soon  clothed  with  fields  of  rice,  cane, 
cotton,  and  all  the  staples  of  our  country.  Should  it  succeed  in  carrying 
out  its  plans,  it  will,  by  mere  force  of  effecting  its  object,  increase  immensely 
the  wealth  and  consequent  revenue  of  the  State ;  offer  a  home  in  a  most 
salubnods  climate,  and  on  an  inexhaustible  soil,  to  all  those  families  who 
now  have  none,  (who  will  eagerly  embrace  the  opportunity,)  and  make  this 
desert  to  bloom  and  blossom  like  the  rose. 

From  the  character  of  the  soil — ^as  described  by  those  gentlemen  who  have 
personally  surveyed  it— the  reclamation  of  it  would  confer  an  almost  incal- 
culable benefit  upon  our  State  at  large.  That  it  might  enrieh  private  parUev, 
may  also  be  true ;  but  if  these  men  do  reap  liberal  dividends,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  that  they  richly  deserve  to  reap  liberal  dividends,  if  they  at  the  same 
time  benefit  the  community  at  large  to  the  extent  which  they  inevitably  must, 
on  accomplishing  the  end  proposed.  They  can  probably  bring  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  complete  a  chain  of 
canals  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Gulf,  and  will  unquesUonably  confer  a 
great  benefit  upon  the  State  by  so  doing. 

This  bill  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  basis  of  another  bill,  which  asked  of  this- 
House  some  very  unusual  privileges  and  injurious  power,  inasmuch  as  that 
bill  did  not  obligate  the  company  it  proposed  to  form,  to  complete  their  work^ 
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or  not  to  collect  the  tax  in  case  it  proyed  a  fkitare.  I,  therefore,  rejected 
that  as  a  fitting  model  for  this  bill,  and  if  the  company  does  not  succeed  in 
reclaiming  theee  vast  and  now  useless  tracts  of  land,  it  is  their  own  loss ;  bnt 
if  thej  do,  the  great  influx  of  large  and  small  property  holders,  anxions  to 
occopy  snch  valuable  allnyial  soil,  will  increase  the  rcTcnue  of  the  State  to 
A  most  material  amount. 

ne  present  condition  of  this  country  it  is  needless  to  describe.  I  asked  a 
gentleman,  acquainted  with  the  land,  while  conversing  with  him,  a  few  days 
•go,  as  to  what  was  its  character  and  productions.  He  immediately  replied, 
that  the  land  was  for  the  most  part  water,  and  the  products  thereof  bull 
frog^nd  malaria.  "  Bnt,  sir,"  said  I,  "  can  it  be  settled  ?'^  and  his  reply  was, 
**0h, yes!  certainly!  It  can  be  settled  by  alligators  and  rattlesnakes  1" 
That  b  not  a  very  flowery  description,  certainly,  and  although  my  frieil 
undoubtedly  wished  to  be  facetious,  there  was  running  through  and  under 
lying  his  conversation  a  decided  substratum  of  truth.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
richest  land  of  our  State  is  of  this  very  character,  and  that  it  is  only  the 
comparatively  thin  and  valueless  part  of  it  can  be  put  under  immediate  cul- 
tivation, simply  because  the  most  valuable  portion  is  as  yet  under  water, 
and  can  be  reclaimed  only  by  an  immense  outlay  of  capital,  backed  by 
American  engineering ;  for  to  engineers  who  carry  their  railroads  over  the 
Allegbanies,  bridge  Niagara,  and  erect  such  stupendous  spans  as  that  which^ 
In  the  aggregate,  reaches  nearly  three  miles,  in  the  north  of  our  continent, 
we  may  well  say,  that  nothing  is  impossible,  and  that  the  reclaiming  of  Louis* 
Sana  swamp  lands  will  be  to  them  no  insurmountable  undertaking. 

It  mnst  be  acknowledged,  that  this  company  is  composed  of  men  of  such 
capital,  and  of  such  lil>eral  and  enlightened  views,  thot  they  will,  in  good  foith, 
perform  everything  undertaken  in  this  charter.  Their  names  are,  alone, 
tnificient  to  prove  this.  In  this  connection  I  may  be  allowed  to  state,  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  all  land  improvement  companies,  and  of  all  such  plans  and 
projects  as  will  render  available  the  resources  of  our  State,  because  I  believe 
that  it  is  only  through  their  instrumentality  that  such  a  desideratum  can  be 
obtained.  In  my  own  country,  there  are  now  immense  tracts  of  the  finest  of 
Umd  waiting  for  just  such  companies  as  this,  and  which  will  continue  to 
remain  nndeveloped,  and  comparatively  worthless,  until  the  requisite  capital 
and  skill  is  applied  for  their  transformation.  When  this  company  is  formed 
at  length,  and  accompltohes  what  we  sincerely  expect  of  it,  I  doubt  not  that 
similar  ooippanies  will  be  organiased  by  other  parties,  who  will  still  further 
develop  the  resources  of  this  our  cherished  State. 

Mr.  Lewis — I  move  that  a  hundred  copies  of  this  bill  be  printed,  and  it  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next* Friday. 

Mr.  Bocdreacx— I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Prescott)  support 
the  bill,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  understands  the  country  as  well  as  I  do.  As 
for  my  part,  I  have  found  these  large  companies  to  be  a  curse  to  the  State. 
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For  instance,  the  Barrataria^anal  Company,  which  existed  in  the  parish  of 
Terrebonne,  has  done  more  injury  to  the  parish  than  any  other  thing  tiiat 
could  have  been  organised ;  for  they  made  no  attempt  to  carry  the  waters 
out  into  the  golt  These  companies  only  consider  their  own  benefit,  and  tax 
the  poor  people,  who  have  made  no  crop  for  a  number  of  yean,  for  the  pre- 
tended drainage  of  the  land.  I  defy  any  company  to  drain  that  portion  of 
the  country.  I  have  hunted  over  the  whole  of  it,  and  am  therefore  well 
acquainted  w  ith  it  This  company  will  make  a  dry  canal,  and  then  make  a 
report,  setting  forth  what  they  have  done,  and  the  country  will  be  taxed  in 
consequence.  The  planters  have  more  land  than  (hey  need.  The  gentleman 
can  get  three  or  four  plaptations,  by  planting  them,  and  not  one-half  of  the 
land  will  be  cultivated  this  year. 

Mb.  Brooks— The  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  is  mistaken  in  regard  to 
the  taxation  of  the  planters  around  these  tracts  ot  land.  The  bill  does  not 
give  the  company  that  power.  It  merely  gives  them  the  power  to  reclaim 
certain  land  for  their  own  use,  but  denies  them  the  privil^e  of  taxing  any 
other  land  that  may  be  reclaimed  by  their  improvements.  The  gentleman  is 
entirely  mistaken  as  to  the  nature  of  the  bill.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  State 
granting  a  company  the  privilege  of  reclaiming  land,  and  in  favor  of  organi- 
idng  all  such  companies ;  for  I  think  it  is  the  best  plan  to  reclaim  the  swamp 
lands  belonging  to  the  State.  The  State  has  spent  large  sums  of  money  in 
trying  to  reclaim  land,  and  failed  in  every  instance. 

Look  at  the  expenditure  on  Cat  Island.  That  land  cost  eight  dollars  per 
acre,  and  when  it  was  rediUmed,  it  was  sold  for  the  small  sum  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  If  we  can  have  the  land  reclaimed  by  private 
enterprize,  the  money  can  go  for  other  purposes.  The  swamp  lands  were 
given  the  State  by  the  United  States,  to  reclaim ;  and  if  we  allow  private 
individuals  to  do  so,  we  may  dispose  of  the  money  as  we  please. 

Ma.  Chbisxib— Had  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  lived  for  a  century, 
and  observed  the  great  prosperity  of  the  people  ef  Louisiana,  he  would  have 
found  the  stirring  representations  of  the  gentleman  who  has  addressed  tliis 
House  worthy  of  consideration.  But,  sir,  he  might  as  well  undertake  to  tell 
us  that  there  is  no  waste  land  in  Louisiana,  as  to  tell  us  that  it  is  so  extremely 
necessary,  just  at  this  juncture,  to  dig  a  canal  and  let  the  waters  out  of  the 
malarious  country  that  lies  to  the  west  of  us.  Is  there  no  land  in  Louisiana 
that  is  susceptible  of  cultivation— that  you  can  apply  to  the  purposes  of  life— 
that  you  can  make  bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  add  to  the  wealth  of 
this  State  7  Is  it  necessary  that  you  should  take,  at  this  present  time,  these 
waste,  uncultivated  and  miry  lands?  Where  is  the  necessity,  when  it  is  a 
well-luiown  fact  to  all,  that  there  are  thousands  and  millions  of  acres  right 
at  your  hands,  ready  for  the  plow  and  cultivation?  But  you  say,  we  will 
improve  these  waste  lands.  That  is  very  well.  I  have  known,  in  my  expe- 
rience, that  sometimes  chartered  corporations  have  mado  and  perfected 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


219 

improyemeDts ;  bai,  rir,  I  have  to  see  the  very  first  particle  of  neoesfritj,  in 
the  present  case,  for  deeding  away  to  this  oompaoj,  without  fee  or  reward, 
for  ten  years  or  for  ope  hundred  years— as  the  charter  calls  for — the  lands  of 
Louisiana,  which,  although  they  lie  under  water,  and  are  infested  with  the 
frog  and  the  crocodile,  are  the  wealth  of  Louisiana.  They  will  come  under 
cultivation  soon  enough  for  all  practical  purposes.  Tbey  are  a  treasure  to 
your  children  and  mine,  and  ^e  should  see  that  they  are  not  deprived  of 
their  right  at  this  or  any  other  time. 

Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  condition  in  which  this  bill  has  been  brought 
forward  to  the  members  of  this  House.  The  first  bill  which  I  had  before  me 
was  a  very  dilTerent  one  fVom  the  present.  The  first  bill  called  for  the  most 
tremendous  tract  that  had  ever  been  given  to  any  chartered  company,  at 
any  rate,  to  any  within  the  State  of  Louisiana.  These  gentlemen  approached 
this  House  and  thought  to  grasp,  at  one  stroke,  the  priceless  property,  which 
gentlemen  on  this  fioor  are  so  eager  to  make  you  believe  are  only  fit  for  the 
firog  and  crocodile.  Tou  should  know  the  value  of  this  property.  It  is  not 
a  matter  of  value  to-day  only,  but  for  all  future  time.  The  government  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  most  commendable  liberality,  placed  this  land 
in  your  possession.  It  has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the 
general  fund  of  the  State  for  the  education  of  your  children.  This  is  not  an 
article  that  will  spoil  on  your  hands. 

The  bill  comes  to  us  again,  curtailed  of  its  £etir  proportions  and  presents  a 
much  less  grasping  spirit  and  a  much  less  special  system  of  plunder.  A  bill 
was  laid  on  the  secretary's  desk  in  manuscript,  by  oertidn  gentlemen,  who, 
fix>m  the  incipiency  of  this  bill,  ought  to  have  changed  their  views  entirely. 
But  I  shall  not  change  my  views.    I  am  not  to  be  bought  or  to  be  sold. 

Mb.  MicHRLr— I  dall  the  gentleman  to  order ;  he  is  getting  personal. 

Mb.  Chbistib— If  the  matter  applies  to  the  gentleman,  personally,  he  is 
welcome  to  take  it  I  am  speaidng  generally.  I  am  not  going  to  New 
Tork  to  peculate  in  Louisiana  stock-jobbing  land  operations,  and  thereibre 
have  no  fears  and  no  fkvors  to  ask  in  respect  to  this  bill,  or  the  movers  of  it 
If  the  gentlemen  will  show  me  a  practicable  method  by  which  they  will 
render  to  this  State,  sometliing  in  comparison  to  the  great  profit  and  the 
great  power  and  wealth  which  they  demand  of  us  to  virtually  give  to  them,  I 
will  accede,  perhaps,  to  their  wishes ;  but  I  see  nothing  in  this  that  is 
changed ;  nothing  that  strikes  the  sensible  eye  of  the  community  that  these 
gentlemen  are  going  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  timber  off  your  public  lands. 
Tour  timber  to-day,  which  gentlemen  tell  you  very  liberally,  they  will  give 
you  $1  25  per  acre,  is  worth  $10  00  per  acre  to-day,  for  I  have  lived  forty- 
five  years  and  acquired  experience  in  the  value  of  such  an  article.  Is  it  a 
matter  of  necessity  then  that  you  should  get  rid  of  this  land,  put  it  out  of 
your  hands,  on  the  representation  that  ther#  is  no  land  in  Louisiana  fit  for 
cultivation  7    I  deny  that  such  a  condition  of  things  exists.    We  have  thoof- 
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andB  of  acres  and  are  likely  to  have  more.     Why  then  this  exceedingly  sud- 
den determination  to  thrust  this  bill  through  the  House  ! 

The  gentleman  has  read  us  fh)m  the  reports  of  surveys  of  Louisiana  for 
the  past  few  years.  The  surveyors  are  a  credible  set  of  gentlemen,  and 
have  given  us  evidence  of  great  engineering  skill,  and  there  can  be  no 
question  that  it  was  very  edifying  to  Louisiana  to  read  the  reports  of  these 
engineers.  A  gentleman  assures  you  that  there  is  no  task  which  the  skill  of 
the  American  engineer.cannot  wholly  overcome.  I  believe  it,  and  therefore  the 
more  dangerous  is  the  question  presented  to  you.  When  the  time  comes, 
that  there  is  no  land  adjacent  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans  that  you  can  place 
under  cultivation  to  supply  your  markets,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  employ 
this  wonderful  lever — this  dangerous  skill  of  the  American  engineers.  I 
assure  you,  I  believe  that  if  you  made  it  their  duty,  they  would  bore  a  hole 
through  the  bottom  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean—but  that  is  not  the  question. 
Why  should  we  give  this  company,  to-day,  such  a  vast  grant  of  land?  Here 
is  a  bill,  by  wliich  they  seek  to  dig  a  canal  of  a  certain  width,  and  to  raise 
draining  machinery  on  the  banks.  They  do  not  even  SASure— as  gentlemen 
would  who  come  forward  with  a  proposition  of  this  kind,  which  they  intend 
to  act  properly  about— they  do  not  even  tell  you  they  shall  do  thus  and  so* 
They  may  raise  a  draining  machine  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  draw 
the  water  out  of  the  woods,  so  thoy  can  get  in  there  and  cut  away  the  timber. 

That  able  engineer,  whom  no  man  respects  more  highly  than  I  do— Mr. 
Gorlinski- has  shown  you,  in  l)ls  report,  that  this  plan  is  feasible  and  practi- 
cable ;  but  not  during  this  Legislature,  nor  for  ten  years  to  come,  will  yoa 
be  called  upon,  by  any  manner  of  necessity,  to  perpetrate  an  act  of  this  kind. 
This  is  the  wealth  of  your  State.  If  you  husband  it,  It  will  benefit  you  in 
the  great  future  which  is  before  Louisiana.  A  member  has  told  you  that 
these  chartered  corporations  are  doing  a  great  injury  to  the  people  of  the 
parishes.  It  may  be  so ;  and  if  true,  it  is  another  reason  why  you  slionld  not 
be  hasty  in  granting  these  privileges.  The  grant  these  gentlemen  ask  for — 
one  hundred  years— is  too  long. 

I  take  it  for  granted  there  is  nothing  in  this  bill  worthy  of  consideration, 
and  these  gentlemen  have  acted  improperly.  I  have  requested,  if  they 
brought  forward  a  bill,  they  would  act  fair  and  just,  and  place  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House  in  such  a  manner  that  the  members  would  be  satisfied  that 
the  interests  of  the  State  had  been  considered.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
thrust  before  you  a  manuscript  bill,  which  has  already  cost  the  State  some- 
thing ;  but  that  is  of  no  consequence.  The  House  courted  the  right  of 
understanding  this  bill  fully,  and  I  say  it  is  due  the  gentlemen  of  the  House 
that  they  shall  allow  the  freest  and  fairest  discussion,  and  when  the  bill 
comes  before  the  House  in  a  p-'oper  shape,  with  all  the  clauses  sufficiently 
explained,  so  that  we  can  see  soift  small  degree  of  benefit  to  the  people  of 
the  State. 
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HOTeafler,  in  conneoiion  with  any  grant  of  privileges'  to  chartered  corpo- 
rations  in  this  State,  to  BAiisfy  me  as  axsitizen  of  the  State,  and  a  legislator, 
theee  companies  most  engraft,  in  the  provieions  of  their  charter,  that  thay 
will  build  a  pablio  road,  accessihle  to  all  men,  immediately  adjoining  their 
canal,  or  railroad.  At  another  time  I  will  enter  more  lengthily  into  the  dis- 
eossion  of  this  question,  and  show  the  absolute  necesmty  of  this  provision. 

Mr.  Boveb— I  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed 
until  next  Monday,  and  100  copies  printed. 

Mb.  Prbbcott— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried--yeas  35,  nays  28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pearson,  the  House  then  acyoumed  until  12  m.,  Wednes- 
day, December  21. 

Wbdnbsoat,  December  21, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Besolved,  That  the  warrant  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  and 
is  hereby  instructed  to  issue  a  warrant  in  ftivor  of  Ed.  Moore,  clerk  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Investigation  of  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  for  tiie  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  ($190) 
sud  amount  being  for  services  rendered  as  clerk  of  said  committee  firom 
Kovember  12th  to  December  19, 1864,  inclusive.  , 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Prescott  presented  a  joint  resolution  relative  to  an  additional  $8  per 
day  to  the  Hon.  C.  W.  Boyce,  president  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  which  was 
laid  over.  j 

Mr.  Burke  offered  the  following  joint  resolution : 

Be  U  resolved  by  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniatives  qfihe 
Staie  of  Louisiana^  in  Oeneral  Assembly  convened.  That  all  loyal  persons  owing 
moneys  upon  mortgages  previous  to  the  now  ezLstiDg  troubles,  shall  not  be 
subjected  to  forced  sales  or  foreclosure  of  said  mortgage  or  mortgages,  until 
two  years  after  the  termination  of  this  war ;  but  that  said  partv  or  parties 
shall  pay  immediately  the  interest  already  accrued,  and  they  shall  then  give 
solid  and  solvent  security  for  the  amount  of  said  indebtedness,  and  during 
the  interval  from  the  passage  of  this  act  until  the  termination  of  the  war, 
said  party,  or  parties,  shall  pay  annually  the  accruing  interest. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh^I  move  to  reject 

Mr.  Folst— I  am  in  fiivor  of  the  resolution,  but  it  requires  amendment, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  put  upon  its  second  reading  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee. I  believe  the  measure  is  necessary  at  the  present  time.  The  command- 
ing general  has  acknowledged  the  necessity  of  such  a  bill,  by  his  order 
preventing  the  foreclosure  of  these  mortgages. 

Mb.  Bbookh — I  would  like  to  have  such  a  bill  passed,  and  believe  it  would 
be  a  benefit  to  a  great  many  persons,  but  I  think  it  \b  unconstitutional  to  pass 
any  snch  a  law,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the  rejection. 

Mb.  CBnoH~I  shall  vote  for  the  rejection  on  the  ground  that  the  bill  will 
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be  of  great  flerrioe'to  fome,  and  an  ii^ry  to  others.  I  think  we  ought  not 
to  pass  such  a  law. 

Mr.  Habnak— I  am  opposed  to  rejecting  any  bill  on  its  first  reading,  that 
ought  to  receive  the  matare  consideration  of  this  House.  I  wish  it  to  go 
before  a  committee  and  let  them  report  on  it 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  rejection,  and  the  motion  carried  by 
yeas  87,  nays  32. 

The  bill  relative  to  prescription,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Prbscott — I  moye  its  rejection,  and  my  reasons  are  simply  these :  In 
the  present  condition  of  oar  country  it  is  unadvisable.  We  alread/  have  a 
preecription  law  in  force.  Nearly  all  our  snflfering  fellow-citizens  will  be 
relicTed  if  the  war  still  continues,  by  the  law  already  existing.  The  foot  is, 
*  a  large  portion  of  the  Union  citizens  have  given  bonds,  mortgages,  notes 
and  various  other  obligations,  to  persons  now  in  the  rebel  army,  and  sup- 
porting the  rebel  government.  They  have  impoverished  the  country, 
and  it  will  require  at  least  fifty  years  to  recover  from  the  blow.  These  men 
who  have  placed  their  debtors  In  a  position  not  to  pay,  now  ask  a  law  annulling 
a  law  already  in  force  and  depriving  Union  citizens  of  the  benefit  of  it  The 
men  who  thus  call  on  you  to  repeal  this  law,  do  It  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
avuling  themselves  of  the  poverty  and  wretchedness  which  they  alone  have 
caused.  They  have  placed  it  beyond  the  power  of  those  who  are  indebted 
to  them  to  pay  them.  They  have  lost  their  slaves,  fanning  implements  and 
means  of  subsistence,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  pay.  fiow  will 
these  creditors  be  paid  ?  By  seizing  the  homesteads,  the  last  property  left 
in  the  hands  of  our  suffering  fellow-citizens.  If  you  enact  this  law,  you 
deprive  these  citizens  of  the  benefit  they  would  derive  from  the  law  now 
existing  respecting  these  obligations;  I  therefore  say  it  would  be  an  act  of 
the  greatest  cruelty  to  our  Union  citizens,  and  uncalled  for  courtesy  towards 
those  who  have  caused  this  rebellion  and  widespread  ruin,  and  overthrown 
the  government  of  tiiis  State,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  substitute  an 
oligarchy,  and  as  such,  I  move  it  be  rejected. 

Me.  S.  Belden— Mr.  Spealier :  I  imagine  the  gentleman  hardly  understands 
the  true  meaning  of  the  bill.  If  I  understand  it,  it  does  not  refer  to  parties, 
loyal  or  disloyal,  residing  within  or  out  of  the  lines,  but  is  to  make  consistent 
two  laws  of  our  State.  In  other  words,  the  intention  of  this  act  is  to  har- 
monize the  prescription  and  mortgage  of  ten  years,  and  the  note  thereon  of 
five  years.  Under  the  law,  as  it  now  stands— which  has  been  the  law  since 
Louisiana  was  a  State— all  unconditional  obligations  lire  prescribed  by  five 
years ,  but  the  mortgage,  which  is  incidental  to  the  principal  obligation,  is 
prescribed  by  ten  years.  Now,  when  the  note  becomes  prescribed,  and  the 
note  still  runs  five  years  longer,  where  is  the  consistency?  The  act  in  ques- 
tion has  no  reference  to  the  rights  ot  any  parties —no  reference  to  a  change 
of  the  rights  of  any  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands— but  is  merely  to  bar- 
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monbe  tbe  two  features  of  the  law  in  referei^  to  a  promlnoiy  note.  As  it 
now  stands,  it  is  a  fluroe.  If  I  execnte  in  yonr  &Tor  a  promiasorj  note, 
secured  by  mortgage,  at  tbe  end  of  ten  years  yonr  priocipal  obligation  is 
dead ;  bnt  your  mortgage,  which  amounts  to  nothing  at  all,  runs  on  Are 
years  more. 

This  itct  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  hardsliips  of  parties  in  connection  with 
this  revolution. 

If  the  gentleman  had  carefully  noticed  the  reading  of  the  bill,  be  would 
baye  discovered  that  there  is  no  design  on  the  part  of  the  bill  to  change  the 
present  law  with  reference  to  the  rights  of  parties.  If  he  holds  that  the  bill 
ii  a  hardship  to  parties  loyal  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he  can, 
whh  equal  truth,  maintain  that  the  present  existing  law  is  a  hardship,  because 
liie  bill  is  identical  wiUi  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  makes  no  change, 
except  to  harmonize  tbe  time  of  prescription  between  a  promissory  note, 
eecnred  by  mortgage,  and  the  mortgage  itself.  I  have  examined  this  bill, 
and,  as  a  lawyer,  I  conceive  it  is  right  to  harmonize  these  conflicting  prin- 
dples.  It  is  folly  to  say  that  the  mortgage  shall  run  on  five  years  after  it  is 
utterly  dead,  for  it  cannot  be  enforced,  since  the  obligation  is  dead.  There 
can  be  no  successful  opposition  to  this  bill,  when  it  is  clearly  understood. 
Those  who  have  promissory  notes,  hold  them  just  as  they  did ;  and  the  only 
object  of  the  bill  is  to  prescribe  the  mortgage  that  secures  the  payment  of  a 
note  and  the  note,  so  that  both  may  fitll  together  by  prescription. 

Mb.  Pkbbcott — I  have  listened  to  the  eloquent  speech  of  the  gentleman, 
but,  so  far  as  any  real  arguments  are  concerned,  I  have  only  to  say  that  he 
admits  the  note  expires  by  its  own  limitation ;  then  how  can  the  security 
bold  responsible  ?  Therefore,  I  think  it  prudent  to  allow  the  law  to  remain 
M  it  is.  It  is  tiie  very  palladium  of  the  people  of  this  State.  They  have 
been  placed  in  a  condition  such  as  no  people  were  before,  and  their  only 
hope  of  escape  from  destruction  and  beggary  is  in  the  existence  of  the  law 
as  it  now  stands.  In  respect  to  myself,  I  am  only  one  among  the  thousands 
of  yeomen  who  expect  to  have  the  benefit  of  this  law.  The  parties  owning 
tbese  obligations  are  generally  rebels,  and  intend  to  enforce  these  obliga- 
tions to  the  fullest  extent  They  have  caused  the  war,  and  if  they  can  be 
punished  by  preventing  them  from  reaping  the  benefit  of  tbese  obligations, 
I  think  that  punishment  is  justiy  due,  and  hope  it  may  fall  upon  them.  To 
my  certidn  knowledge,  the  parties  against  whom  these  obligations  are  held, 
have  protested  agunst  the  war,  and  fought  against  it,  and  done  everything 
they  could  to  support  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  many  have 
facriflced  their  lives,  and  would  have  sacrificed  ten  lives,  if  they  could,  for  a 
csnse  so  glorious.  They  have  sacrificed  their  property,  and  are  exiles  all 
over  the  country.  They  have  been  hunted  like  criminals,  for  no  crime  but 
attachment  to  the  government ;  and,  I  say,  if  they  can  be  protected  by  any 
law,  they  should  receive  that  protection  to  the  fiillest  extent,  and  not  be 
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deprived  of  their  last  hope  |iid  resoarce.  If  this  law  paaees,  preseriptloii 
will  date  from  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and,  should  the  war  end  in  a  year  Ofr 
two,  they  would  be  debarred  fh>m  the  benefit  of  the  law  on  the  statute  books. 
I  say  it  would  cause  wide-spread  ruin  and  beggai^,  and  deprive  thousands 
of  families  of  their  homes.  Preserve  their  homesteads,  and  let  the  law 
remain  as  it  is,  even  if  it  is  done  at  the  expense  of  rebels.  It  is  it  punish- 
ment justly  due  to  treason.  We  cannot,  in  justice  to  so  large  a  class  (and 
probably  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  State),  interfere  iriih  this  law  in 
one  tittle. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried— yeas  34,  nays  31. 

The  following  bills  were  adopted  on  their  first  reading : 

An  act  to  amend  article  3184  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

An  act  to  amend  article  3216  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

An  act  to  amend  article  3217  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

The  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  bill  was 
taken  up. 

BIr.  Brooks— One  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the  bill  yesterday  (Mr. 
Christie),  referred  to  the  vast  amount  of  land  not  under  cultivation  at  the 
present  time,  and  asked  why  persons  wishing  land  did  not  take  it  We  have 
no  right  to  say  where  any  man  .shall  locate  himself.  If  he  desires  to 
settle  in  a  swamp,  or  lake,  it  is  not  our  business.  We  should  not  force  blm 
to  stay  in  it,  qr  occupy  any  particular  locality.  The  gentleman  stated 
that  the  land  was  worth  $10  per  acre.  He  can  make  a  splendid  speculation 
by  buying  it,  for  the  State  is  willing  to  sell  it  for  $1  25  per  acre.  The  object 
of  the  bill  is  to  organize  a  company  for  the  improvement  of  this  land.  Laxge 
capital  is  necessary  to  carry  out  this  design,  and  I  think  the  State  should 
grant  the  privilege  to  a  company  that  has  the  necessary  means.  They  ask  for 
ten  years  to  pay  for  it  in,  and  if  unpaid  for  at  the  end  of  that  time,  it  reverts 
back  to  the  State,  with  all  the  improvements  thereon. 

Mr.  Daxelt— The  country  can  be  drained,  but  Uie  company  does  not  intend 

to  do  it ;  they  only  mean  to  cut  off  the  timber.    The  canal  will  be  a  ditch 

^ree  or  four  feet  wide,  or  sufficient  for  a  small  flatboat,  and  then  they  take 

possession  of  an  immense  property.    I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  entirely,  for  U 

is, nothing  but  a  speculation. 

Mb.  Cha-mbbrlaix— I  have  a  few  words  to  say  on  this  bill,  and  shall  pro- 
pound a  a  few  questions  to  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  and  until  their  answers 
are  satisfactory  to  me,  I  shall  oppose  the  bill  to  the  extent  of  my 
ability. 

What  guarantee  have  we,  or  this  State,  that  this  company  will  fulfill  ti)oir 
obligations?  What  bond  do  they  propose  to  enter  into  to  Uie  State  that  they 
will  fulfill  these  obligations,  if  we  grant  the  privileges  desired?  I  have 
fidled  to  discover  any  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  What  guarantee  have 
we  that  as  soon  as  ^ey  get  possession  of  the  land,  they  will  cot  strip  it 
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eatirelj  of  tbe  valaable  timber  it  contains,  convert  it  into  money,  and  (ben 
tell  ns  at  tbe  expimtion  of  tbe  t<>D  years,  to  take  ba<.k  tbe  land  ? 

I  contend,  tbat  tbe  most  esaential  point  in  a  charter  is  wbere  uiutaal  lemu- 
neralion  is  guaranteed  by  eacb  parly.  But  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  in  thle 
case,  all  tbe  benefit  is  to  be  conferred  by  this  State  on  (he  company.  I  sec 
no  mutual  return  made  by  them  to  this  State.  On  the  contrary,  I  perceire 
great  and  very  extensive  privileges  granted  to  this  company,  and  all  they 
intend  to  take  possession  of  this  valuable  land  for,  is,  to  secure  the  timber. 
What  constitutes  the  difference  between  timber  and  prairie  land? 

The  State  values  the  former  at  $25  per  acre  and  the  latter  at  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre.  The  timber  causes  the  difference.  What  guarantee  have  we 
tbat  this  company  will  not  reduce  the  timber  land  to  the  condition  of  tbe 
other  ?  They  do  not  bind  themselves  to  pay  for  it  at  (he  end  of  ten  yean,  but 
merely  say,  if  we  do  not  pay  for  it,  we  will  give  it  back  to  yon.  I  should 
like  to  buy  a  house  of  any  gentleman  on  the  same  terms.  We  have  no  guar- 
antee that  they  will  give  back  the  land  in  the  same  condition  as  they 
received  it  They  will  buy  what  they  improve  and  hold  it,  but  tbat  which 
they  take  improvements  from,  they  will  return  to  tbe  State  in  a  stripped  con- 
dition that  will  render  it  worthless. 

I  am  not  opposed  to  the  principle  of  corporate  bodies,  and  believe  they 
are  beneficial  to  a  Slate,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  providing  one  for  the  ben- 
efit of  tbe  company  at  the  expense  of  the  State  without  guarantees  on  their 
part,  and  until  such  guarantees  are  entered  into,  I  will  never  give  my  sanc- 
tion to  tbe  charter  of  any  corporation  in  this  State. 

Mr.  S.  Belden— I  feel  it  my  duty  to  express  my  views  in  regard  to  the 
bill  now  before  the  House,  as  in  many  particulars  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant that  has  come  up.  I  coincide  with  the  objections  of  the  last  gentle- 
man and  am  therefore  opposed  to  the  bill.  The  manner  and  method  of 
effecting  internal  improvement,  in  this  as  well  as  other  States,  is  a  :|uestIon 
that  has  occupied  the  best  minds  in  the  country.  So  far  as  my  judgment 
and  experience  goes,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  plan  brought  forward 
for  tbe  purpose  of  developing  and  regenerating  the  submerged  lands  of 
Loaisiana,  is  not  feasible  nor  desirable,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  tbe  Slate  are 
concerned.  As  has  been  just  remarked,  the  bill  being  without  any  guarantee 
for  tbe  faithful  performance  of  their  part  of  the  contract,  is  defective.  Thai 
18  one  of  the  objections  I  entertain.  The  parties  would  have  presetted  them 
the  title  of  the  land,  without  any  guarantee  that  the  State  would  receive  tbe 
benefit  which  should  come  from  parties  receiving  a  title  tu  a  vast  extent  of 
he  lands  of  the  State. 

Tbe  reports  of  the  engineers  of  this  State  demonstrate  (he  fact  that  this 

portion  of  the  country  can  be  reclaimed,  if  necessary  canals  are  only  built 

Now,  if  suitable  security  should  be  given  that  this  desirable  work  could  be 

accomplished,  I  would  favor  (be  letting  of  a  contract  having  that  olgect  I'* 
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view,  to  private  parties,  for  experience  has  demonstrated  that  the  letUng  of 
contracts  to  such  parties,  who  agree  to  perform  them  for  ajitipalated  sam,  hi 
the  most  certain  method  of  accomplishing  a  desirable  object  of  this  magni- 
tude. This  object  once  effected,  the  State,  instead  of  receiving  the  pitiful 
Bum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre,  as  proposed  in  this  bill,  would  reoeive 
ten  fold  that  amount.  The  State  would  be  enriched  to  an  unlimited  extent, 
and  could  sell  to  purchasers  with  exactly  as  great  f^ility  as  this  company 
ever  can— could  sell  it  to  those  who  would  settle  upon  it,  and  develop,  to 
their  fullest  extent,  the  abundant  resources  of  our  State.  And  yet  it  is  pro- 
posed to  sell  this  valuable  tract  to  this  corporation  for  the  meagre  return  of 
seventy-five  cents  an  acre. 

There  is  another  view  to  be  taken  of  this  matter.  The  present  Is  not,  by 
any  means,  an  auspicious  time  for  bringing  new  lands  into  our  market,  for, 
so  far  as  agricultural  and  industrial  pursuits  of  our  State  are  concerned,  we 
are  certainly  thrown  back  five  or  ten  years.  I  do  not  believe— I  say  it 
most  sincerely — I  don't  believe  that  ten  years  of  peace  will  restore  us  to  tliat 
unparalleled  prosperity  which  was  ours  before  the  war.  Therefore,  these 
lands,  now  submerged,  and  for  the  reclamation  of  which  this  company  wishes 
to  be  incorporated,  cannot  be  at  all  needed  until  the  industrial  portion  of 
the  State  has  so  far  recovered  from  the  shock  of  this  conflict,  as  to  require 
new  fields  of  enterprize.  Even  then  they  will  not  be  needed,  because  we 
have  other  lands  not  subject  to  overflow  and  equally  rich,  which  will  first 
attract  the  attention  of  settlers.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  time  enough,  ten 
years  hence,  for  the  State  to  begin  to  think  of  giving  away  the  title  to  that 
soil  which  is  as  dear  to  her  as  anything  by  right  belonging  to  her. 

Secondly,  I  think  the  time  is  not  auspicf ous  for  the  transfer  of  this  title 
by  the  State,  not  only  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  but  because  it  would  be, 
in  my  opinion,  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the 
State,  depriving  the  treasury  of  an  Immense  source  of  income  hereafter  and 
wilfully  throwing  away  a  great  portion  of  that  which  constitutes  the  wealth 
of  the  State,  as  fur  as  her  public  domain  is  concerned.  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  with  most  bountiful  liberality,  gave  these  lands  to  Louisiana 
for  the  purpose  of  enriching  the  State,  and  not  that  she  might  grant  it  for 
the  purposes  which  this  company  desires  of  her. 

I  argue  in  this  way  :  that  nothing  can  be  realized  by  the  reclamation  of 
the  swamp  lands  of  Louisiana,  as  wished  in  this  bill,  for  the  sum  of 
seventy-five  cents  an  acre.  If  this  be  true,  I  then  argue,  that  U  profits  cannot 
be  secured  at  this  rate,  it  is  perfectly  reasoudble  to  suppose  that  this  com- 
pany will  sustain  a  loss,  and  that  they  had  therefore  better  not  undertake 
the  scheme.  On  the  other  hand,  if  anything  is  to  be  made  by  reclaiming 
these  lands,  why  not  allow  the  State  to  reap  the  profits  of  so  doing  ?  Such, 
it  seems  to  me,  should  be  the  aim  of  wise  legislatloir. 
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For  {hese  reasons,  I  oppose  the  bill  and  will  now  conclude— thaiAIng  70a 
for  yonr  patient  attention. 

Mb.  Brkceenridge— Mr.  Speaker :  I  coincide  with  all  the  gentlpmen  who 
haTO  spoken  before  me.  I  am  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  any  bill  Uiat  haa 
for  its  object  the  redemption  of  the  swamp  or  any  other  lands  of  Louisiana, 
bat  I  claim  that  I  should,  by  voting  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  virtually 
oppose  the  reclamation  of  any  lands. 

I  think  that  the  object  of  these  parties  who  here  seek  to  be  incorporated, 
is  simply  that  of  speculation,  and  not  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Louisiana. 
I  believe  they  intend  to  sell  these  lands  in  the  great  marts  of  the  North  to 
simple  individuals  unacquainted  with  the  swamps  of  this  State,  who  will  be 
wholly  unable  to  reclaim  it,  for  want  of  that  capital  which  must  be  brought 
to  bear  in  cases  of  such  a  kind. 

I  understand  that  these  gentlemen  propose  to  incorporate  this  Legislature 
into  a  land  improvement  company,  giving  each  member  a  certain  number  of 
shares.  I  shall  most  certainly  oppose  this  scheme,  as  I  know  nothing  about  the 
business,  and  don^t  care  for  a  share.    [Laughter  and  applause.] 

Mr.  Pbescoit— Mr.  Speaker :  I  find  that  I  must  subdivide  my  argument, 
taking  up  and  combatting  the  views  expressed  by  each  member,  in  turn. 

In  the  first  place,  there  can  be  no  such  speculation  iu  regard  to  these  lands, 
as  the  last  gentleman  has  so  sagely  alluded  to,  for  by  one  of  the  very  first 
danses  of  the  bill,  it  is  provided  that  they  shall  not  be  sold  at  all,  until  they 
are,  in  good  faith,  reclaimed. 

Secondly,  and  in  regard  to  the  project  of  turning  this  body  into  a  land 
improvement  company.  There  is  too  much  patriotism  and  wisdom  in  this 
body  to  admit  the  possibility  of  such  sweeping  generalizations  being  founded 
in  lact  I  will,  therefore,  dismiss  that  matter  with  this  slight  consideration. 
I  will  next  reply  to  my  learned  and  eminent  Creole  friend  (Mr.  Boudreauz), 
who  addressed  us  in  some  very  eloquent  remarks,  which  probably  wonld 
have  considerably  astonished  some  parish  auditors,  but  are  not  of  much 
weight  in  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana.  This  gentleman  is  very  much 
opposed  to  the  reclamation  of  these  lands,  for  the  reason,  as  it  wonld  seem, 
because  In  their  present  condition  they  are  fine  hunting  grounds.  But  I  do 
wish  to  see  them  reclaimed.  Instead  of  their  being  the  home  of  the  alliga- 
tor, Uie  haunt  of  the  bear  and  panther,  reeking  with  malaria  and  every  foul 
disease,  I  wish  to  see  them  teeming  with  bountiful,  almost  limiUess  crops 
of  sugar,  cotton,  [and  rice ;  for  I  say  in  sincerity,  that  I  believe  they  will 
better  produce  these  products  than  all  the  rest  of  the  State  together. 

I  next  must  turn  the  course  of  my  remarks  to  a  consideration  of  the  views 
which  a  very  formidable  gentleman,  the  speaker  of  this  House,  has  seen  fit 
to  express  on  this  subject  His  argument  is  utterly  groundless,  and  to  prove 
this  statement,  as  well  as  to  entirely  refute  the  tendency  of  his  remarks,  it  is 
^nly  necessary  to  state  the  actual  facts  of  the  case. 
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Tbe  lAod  is  accessible  to  DaTigatlon,  and  the  soil  of  it  is  aclsnowledged, 
by  those  who  have  examined  it,  to  be  of  the  rery  richest  character.  But,  as 
for  its  being  or  becoming  a  source  of  great  revenue,  and  contributing  to  tbe 
wealth  of  the  State,  such  has  not  or  will  not  be  the  case,  simply  because  it  la 
beyond  the  power  of  any  individual  to  reclaim  even  a  small  part  of  it.  I 
make  this  statement  confidently— and  not  only  thhi  one,  but  will  go  further, 
and  say  that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  Louisiana  to  reclaim  this  tract  of  land, 
because,  ever  since  1808,  the  attempt  has  been  carried  on,  baclced  with  the 
whole  capital  of  the  State,  without  the  gain  ef  a  single  acre  of  land  to  our 
domain.  Why  is  this  7  Simply  because  the  various  plans  projected  by  the 
State  have  failed,  through  the  remissness,  incompetence  and  corruption  of  her 
officers.  [Applause.]  If,  then,  the  State  failed  so  egregiously  in  this  under- 
taking, when  it  was  the  richest  State  in  the  Union,  is  it  at  all  probable  Uiat 
it  will  now  succeed,  when  she  is  doubtless  the  poorest  of  them  !  The  gentle- 
man, nevertheless,  wishes  to  go  on  and  expend  millions  more,  in  order  that 
a  simple  land  company  may  iSot,  by  possibility,  reap  from  their  eflforts  a 
small  dividend.  It  certainly  does  seem  as  if  the  gentleman  has  some  personal 
enmity  against  those  who  have  liad  the  hardihood  to  request  the  privilege  of 
00  developing  the  resources  of  the  State,  with  a  &int  prospect  of  slightly 
benefitting  themselves.  This  member  is  very  patriotic ;  but  if  the  State, 
when  in  the  flower  of  financial  prosp?rity.  has  expended  forty  years  in  fruit- 
less efforts,  is  there  any  reasonable  prospect  of  her  doing  so  now?  I  say, 
that  failure  is  doubly  sure.  I  say,  that  only  a  company  like  the  one  pro- 
posed, backed  with  heavy  capital  and  the  height  of  engineering  skill,  man- 
aged with  prudence  and  economy,  can  accomplish  that  most  desirable  result, 
which  has  been  so  long  hoped  for. 

If  this  company  succeeds— as  I  most  heartily  believe  it  wiil—it  will  add 
to  this  State  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  which,  when  planted,  will  produce 
crops  of  cotton  equal  to  those  raised  in  every  other  portion  of  the  State, 
which  has  amounted  to  some  four  hundred  thousand  bales,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken. This  same  tract  will  produce  four  hundred  thousand  barrels  of 
sugar— double  the  amount  ever  produced  throughout  our  State,  in  the  most 
favorable  season.  If  planted  with  rice,  it  will  produce  more  of  that  crop 
than  the  whole  continent  could  consume,  as  it  f&v  exceeds  in  fertility  the 
roost  boasted  rice  lands  of  South  Carolina,  as  it  does  those  of  any  other 
section  of  our  country.  Should  these  results  be  accomplished- which  are 
confldenfly  looked  for — this  company  will  not  only  confer  a  benefit  upon  our 
State,  per  se,  but,  through  it,  upon  the  States  at  large. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  be  required  to 
reclaim  this  whole  trac* ;  what  amount  would  necessarily  be  expended  in 
putting  it  under  cultivation  is  not  stated,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  inquire,  as 
those  who  purcbse,  must  bear  that  expense.  It  Is  manifest  that  projects  of 
lh!s  kind  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  means  which  I  urge,  as  the 
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example  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  many  other  enterprizes  undertaken  upon  this  ■ 
same  plan,  would  abundantly  prove,  did  I  care  to  go  into  details.     The  fact 
is  patent,  n^t  only  Iq  Louisiana,  but  in  every  other  State  of  this  Union,  that 
public  works  have  been  a  pitiful  failure. 

We  have  all  heard  of  the  Cat  Island  speculation.  The  tract  in  question, 
lies  on  the  Mississippi,  and  the  lands  of  the  richest  description,  were  open  to 
navigation  the  rear  round.  The  State  undertook  to  reclaim  this  land  and 
built  a  levee  about  two  miles  in  length,  which  did  not,  however,  protect  it 
in  the  leasts  This  levee  cost  the  State  an  immense  amount  of  money  and  at 
last  this  land,  the  redemption  of  which  cost  the  State  kix  dollars  and  a  half 
per  acre,  was  sold  for  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  To  go  into  any 
similar  undertaking,  would  result  in  a  repetition  of  this  same  failure.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  enlarge  further  upon  this  point  If  the  State  of  Louisiana  is 
to  be  reclaimed  at  all,  (and  three-fourths  of  it  is  not  cultivated)  that  end  can 
only  be  attained  by  the  efforts  of  a  company  which  this  bill  proposes  to 
establish.  Unless  you  wish  this  country  to  remain  a  wilderness  and  its 
resources  undeveloped,  you  will  take  care  that  an  enterprise  which  promises 
to  do  so  much  for  our  advancement  in  the  Union,  does  not  fail  for  lack  of  your 
support.  If  this  bill  is  rejected,  I  tell  you  most  seriously  that  such  another 
application  will,  in  all  probability,  never  be  made  in  this  House.  [Ap 
planse.] 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  timber  speculation,  and  I  wish  to  submit, 
for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  body,  the  report  of  Mr.  Blanch&rd,  to 
be  found  in  De  Bow^s  Industrial  Resources  of  the  South  and  West,  pp.  539 
and  540.  It  is  there  shown  that  this  part  of  the  country  is  so  overgrown 
with  grass  and  reeds  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  one  to  force  a  pas- 
sage through  them,  while  there  is  an  utter  absence  of  any  other  vegetation. 
So  luxuriant  is  the  soil,  that  this  gentleman  was  oblifed  to  employ  two  men 
constantly,  in  forcing  a  path  for  him  through  this  morass— and  even  then 
could  progress  but  some  three  or  four  miles  a  day.  I  must  confess  that  I  am 
not  able  to  discover  any  facilities  for  those  great  speculations  in  timber  upon 
which  gentlemen  have  been  ringing  the  changes,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
tiie  arUcle  does  not  exist  in  that  locality.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  It  is 
impossible  for  the  gentlemen  who  compose  this  company  to  enter  into  any 
such  a  scheme,  even  if  they  wished  to,  which  I  cannot  believe  they  do.  Their 
only  aim  is,  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  to  reclaim  these  lands,  and  secure  a 
fair  compensation  for  so  doing— which,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  a  perfectly 
legitimate  transaction. 

Guiana,  in  South  America,  is  one  of  the  richest  countries  in  the  world.  It 
produces  nearly  as  much  sugar  as  the  whole  of  our  own  State,  in  time  of 
peace— which  product  could  be  extended  to  a  million  of  hogsheads.  Now, 
what  is  the  character  of  that  laud?  It  was  a  rich  morass,  exactly  like  that 
which  Mr.  Blanchard  describes,  and  the  same  which  this  company  proposes 
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to  improve ;  but,  through  the.  indomitable  perseverance,  undaunted  indus- 
try, immense  capital,  and  eminent  engineering  skill  of  the  Dutch,  it  has  been 
transformed  into,  and  now  is,  one  of  the  finest  countries  (speaking  in  an 
agricultural  sense),  upon  the  face  of  the  globe.  I  will  read  an  extract  from 
Trollope's  West  Indies  and  Spanish  Main,  page  195.  He  says  :  "  The  whole 
country  is  intersected  by  drains,  which  are  to  carry  off  the  surface  waters  ; 
there  is  no  natural  fall  of  water,  or  next  to  none  ;  and,  but  for  its  drains  and 
sluices,  the  land  would  be  flooded  in  wet  weather.  Parallel  to  these  drains 
are  canals ;  there  being,  as  nearly  as  I  could  learn,  one  canal  between  two 
drains.  •  •  •  Nor  do  these  canals  run  only  between  wide  fields,  or  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  each  other.  They  pierce  every  portion  of  the 
land  ;  so  that  the  cafles,  when  cut,  have  never  to  be  carried  above  a  few 
yards.  The  expense  of  keeping  them  in  order  is  great,  but  the  labor  of 
making  them  must  have  been  immense  ;  it  was  done  by  the  Dutch.  •  •  * 
I  was  told,  on  one  estate,  that  there  were  no  less  than  sixty-three  miles  of 
these  cuttings  to  be  kept  in  order." 

Mr.  Boddreaux—I  believe  that  the  gentleman's  half  hour  is  up,  Mr.  Speaker* 

The  gentleman  was  requested  to  continue. 

Mr.  Pbescott — I  understand  very  well  the  position  of  Louisiana  at  the 
present  time,  and  very  much  regret  it  Still,  I  must  say  with  the  patriot  of 
old,  '^  I  will  go  a  step  forward  and  die,  rather  than  a  step  backward  and  live." 
We  are  inaugurating  a  new  era— engaged  in  a  struggle  the  most  fearful  that 
the  world  ever  witnessed.  It  is  the  struggle  of  freedom  against  slavery,  of 
fid^hood  against  truth,  of  patriotism  against  barbarism,  and  if  yon  wish  to 
extirpate  the  list  relics  of  an  aristocratic  class,  we  must  no  longer  confer 
benefits  upon  those  who  know  only  how  to  abuse  them.  We  must  reor- 
ganize society  upon  the  basis  of  freedom  and  free  labor.  If,  however,  we  do 
not  aUo  invite  hither  capital,  enterprize  and  industry,  our  State  will  never  be 
reclaimed.  This  dutj^f  reclamation,  which  we  are  now  discussing,  if  left  to 
the  State,  will  be  a  failure ;  but  if  left  to  companies,  under  this  liberal  policy 
to  which  I  have  but  just  alluded,  it  will  be  a  grand  success,  such  as  the 
world  never  before  witnessed.    [Loud  applause.] 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  offer  an  mendment  to  section 
6.  As  the  gentleman  says  there  is  nothing  but  prairie  land,  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  be  accepted.    It  reiids  as  follows : 

That  all  the  said  prairie  lands  not  otherwise  appropriated,  lying  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  east  of  Bayou  Lafourche  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  sold  to  said  company  at  the  price  now  asked  for  the 
same,  viz :  25  cents  per  acre,  to  be  paid  for  on. or  before  ten  years  from  the 
date  of  this  grant. 

Mr.  Chrtstib— Mr.  Speaker :  The  lands  lying  east  of  Bayou  Lafourche  have 
been,  at  least  a  great  portion  of  them,  ceded  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Opeloa- 
sas  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  CeAMBERLAix— The  lands  are  at  the  west,  sir. 
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Mb.  Christis— Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  admitting  that  to  be  the  fact  I  nnder- 
stand  the  location  of  these  lands,  and  totally  oppose  the  adoption  of  an 
unendment  of  this  kind.  I  am  not  willing  that  this  House  should  pass  any 
sweeping  clause  of  this  character,  by  which  Tested  rights  will  be  interfered 
with.  I  do  not  consider  it  politic  to  oppose  any  bill  which  has  for  its  aim 
*  the  improvement  of  our  State,  but  I  am  most  certainly  opposed  to  grants  of 
this  kind,  which  are  not  eT«n  confined  within  any  definite  boundaries. 

I  trust  the  House  will  not  entertain  the  amendment,  and  would  much  prefer 
having  the  bill  taken  up  section  by  section,  that  we  may  have  an  opportun- 
ity of  fully  discussing  it. 

Mr.  Presgott— I  move  the  amendment  be  rejected. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  thereupon  adopted  on  second 
and  engrossed  tor  the  third  reading. 

On  motion  carried,  the  House  then  a^onrned  until  12  m.,  to-morrow,  22d 
instant 


Thursdat,  December  22, 1864. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  adopted. 
Mr.  Christie  presented  the  following  resolution : 

Be  U  resolved.  That  the  warrant  clerk  of  this  House  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  draw  a  warrant  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  ($100,)  in 
favor  of  W.  A.  Vallofl,  for  services  lately  rendered  the  special  committee 
appointed  by  this  House  to  investigate  the  per  diem  paid  to  members  of  the 
late  Constitutional  Convention. 

(Signed)  D.  Christib, 

^  John  T.  Michel^ 

C.  G.  Preckbnridgb, 

0.  H.   POYNOT. 

Mr.  Lastbr— If  the  gentlemen  favoring  this  resolution  will  look  at  the 
rules  of  the  House,  they  will  see  that  no  extra  compensation  is  allowed 
employ^  of  the  House.  I  think  we  have  made  a  grave  error  in  increasing 
the  pay  of  some  of  the  other  clerks,  and  I  shall  move  to  reconsider  my  vote. 

Mr.  Todd— I  think  the  gentleman  is  in  a  great  error.  These  clerks  are  not 
elected  .by  the  House.  If  this  clerk  sat  up  until  2  or  3  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  writes  the  whole  time,  as  I  have  been  informed  he  did,  he  should 
be  paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Christie — I  signed  the  recommendation  that  the  clerk  should  have 
this  small  sum  for  his  services,  because  nearly  $200  had  been  appropriated 
to  a  gentleman  who  had  performed  similar  duties  for  another  committee, 
and,  therefore,  I  thought  it  no  more  than  right  that  this  clerk  should  also  be 
compensated.  We  may  have  committed  a  grave  error  in  awarding  that  gen- 
tleman pay  for  his  services,  but  I  cannot  think  it  is  much  of  a  mistake  to  pay 
any  person  for  duties  performed.     The  gentlemen  will  not  deny  the  duties 
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were  arduous  in  this  instance ;  and  I  judge,  from  the  length  of  the  report, 
and  the  labor  necessary  to  prepare  it,  that  the  same  was  true  in  the  other 
oase.    If  I  had  felt  the  pay  was  too  great,  I  should  have  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  Michel — I  would  state,  as  one  of  the  members  who  signed  it,  that  I 
thought  the  gentleman  entitled  to  some  compensation,  and  this  was  similar 
to  one  already  adopted  by  the  House. 

Me.  Laster— The  gentleman  who  received  the  benefit  of  t]>e  resolution 
yesterday  was  a  clerk  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and  this  is  a  clerk 
of  the  Banking  Committee.  There  are  a  plenty  of  clerks  walking  around 
doipg  nothing  that  could  have  been  called  upon. 

Mr.  CuAMBKRijiiN— If  we  give  extra  outside  work  to  clerks,  they  must  be 
paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Creiqh— I  think  it  is  outrageous  to  allow  a  man  one  hundred  dollars 
who  is  paid  five  dollars  per  day,  and  has  never  done  any  duty.  If  it  is  the 
clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  I  would  state  that  I 
belong  to  that  committee,  and  that  as  we  have  had  nothing  before  us,  he  has 
had  nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  Seymour— The  reason  I  voted  to  pay  Mr.  Moore,  yesterday,  was  that 
he  came  to  us  every  evening  at  7  o'clock  and  worked  until  12,  and  I  thought 
the  labor*^r  was  worthy  of  his  hire.  If  this  gentleman  has  performed  an  equal 
amount  of  labor,  I  shall  vote  that  he  be  paid. 

The  resolution  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote :  yeas  40,  nays  23. 

Mr.  Pearson—  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  yesterday,  compensating 
Mr.  G.  A.  Moore,  clerk  of  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried— yeas  37,  nays  29.  • 

Mr.  Bovee  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  by  this  House,  on  the  8th  inst,  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  Mr.  Thomas  Flynn,  police  officer,  be  so  amended  as  to 
read  as  follows  : 

Resolvedf  That  the  pay  of  the  said  Thomas  Flynn  be,  aod  the  same  is 
hereby  increased  to  five  dollars  per  day,  to  date  from  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1864. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Brooks  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  special  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  books  of 
the  auditor  and  treasurer,  be  ordered  to  report  immediately. 

Mr.  Duane — I  wish  to  say,  as  chairman,  that  we  are  progressing  and  will 
be  able  to  report  probably  next  Tuesday.  We  should  have  reported  to-day, 
but  I  was  called  away  from  the  meeting  of  the  committee  by  a  fire  last 
night 

Mr.  Bovee— I  more  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  read  that  they  shall 
report  next  Tuesday. 

Amendment  accepted  and  resolution  adopted. 
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Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  followiog : 

Besclved,  That  special  committees  appointed  by  this  House  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  call  upon  the  clerk  of  any  standing  committee,  when  not  employed 
by  said  standmg  committee,  to  perform  the  duty  of  clerk  to  said  special 
oommittee ;  and  such  clerk  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  extra  compensation 
for^Qch  services  rendered  to  such  special  committee. 

Mr.  Pbabsok— I  mo?e  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost,  and  Resolution  adopted. 

Ttie  joint  resolution,  giving  tlie  president  pro  ienu  of  the  Senate  $8,  in 
addition  to  his  per  diem  for  his  services,  deducting  the  same  from  the  salary 
of  the  lieutenant-governor,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  laid  on  the  table^ 

Mb.  Michbi/— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up,  on  its  third 
reading,  the  bill  incorporating  the  First  Oerman  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  the  city  of  Jefferson. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

Mb.  Todd— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  a  b<ll,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  renew  acts  of  the  Legislature  passed  1855,  relative  to  the  build- 
ing of  a  railroad  from  Thibodaux  to  Houma. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Pbabson—I  move  the  fiirther  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed, 
mod  100  copies  printed. 

Me.  Chambeblaik — I  am  opposed  to  paying  for  the  printing  of  bills  that 
are  for  the  benefit  of  companies.  If  they  wish  us  to  pass  the  bill,  they  must 
ftimish  printed  copies.    That  is  always  customary. 

Mb.  Pkabson— Then  I  withdraw  my  motion,  and  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  such  time  as  the  House  shall  be 
furnished  with  printed  copies. 

Me.  Michel— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

Lost 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  then  carried. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  reporting  &vorably  on 
the  bill  defining  the  duties  of  State  tax  collectors,  was  adopted  ;  100  copies 
of  the  bill  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next 
Tuesday. 

The  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  admmistrators  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  submitted  a  report, 
which  was  adopted. 

Me.  Michel~I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  Senate  bill 
relative  to  the  compensation  of  State  printer. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

Me.  Duanb— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  put  it  on  its  second 
readuig. 

Carried. 
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Hr.  Foley— I  move  it  be  read  bj  title. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Chjimberlain- Section  Orst  says  there  shall  be  an  election  of  State 
printer  held,  bat  does  not  saj  by  whom.  I  move  to  amend  so  that  it  will 
read :  "  An  election  shall  be  held  by  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  set- 
sion,"  etc.  I  have  jast  come  from  the  Senate,  and  a  member  acknowledged 
it  was  an  oversight 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  LjLOTER— I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Printing. 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  it  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  Folet- I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  that  100  copies  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the  Hoose. 

Lost 

Mr.  Pearson  ~£  move  we  adjourn. 

Lost— yeas  IS,  nays  43. 

Mr.  Waters— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rales,  to  put  the  bill  on  its  third 
reading. 

Lost. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  amend  to  to-morrow. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Pearson- I  now  move  we  adjonm. 

I^ost— yeas  18,  nays  43. 

Mr.  Foley  and  Mr.  Pearson  both  rose  to  speak,  and  the  chair  decided  that 
Mr.  Foley  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Foley— Having  voted  in  the  negative,  and  consequently  in  the 
majority,  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  put  the  bill  on  its  third 
reading,  I  now  move  to  reconsider  that  vote. 

Me.  Pearson — I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that  Mr.  Foley  had 
the  floor. 

The  appeal  was  put  and  the  chair  sustained. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

A  motion  to  a^oum  was  lost 

Mr.  Brooks— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take. up  the  Bayou 
Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  Company  bill. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Christie- I  move  the  bill  be  taken  up  section  by  section. 

Mr.  Foley— That  is  out  of  order.    There  can  be  no  amendment  on  the 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


235 

third  reading,  nnlew  the  gentleman  proposes  a  rider,  which  must  be  germaln 
to  the  sabjebt. 

Mr.  Christib — I  contend  it  is  entirely  within  the  province  of  the  House 
to  do  precisely  as  it  wishes  as  to  the  adoption  of  that  bill.  The  understand- 
ing with  certain  gentlemen  was,  that  the  bill  should  be  adopted  by  section. 
Now  if  these  gentlemen  are  prepared  to  take  any  advantage  of  that  nnder- 
gtanding,  1  think  it  is  not  too  late  to  entirely  oppose  the  passage  of  such  an 
act  I  appeal  to  these  gentlemen,  if  there  is  any  impropriety  in  taking  up 
and  discussing  the  several  clauses?  I  have  some  amendmeots  which,  I  am 
free  to  say,  I  wish  to  offer.  I  voted  for  ils  ndoption  on  the  second  reading, 
with  the  understanding  that  I  should  be  permitted  to  engraft  and  embody 
certain  interests  of  the  State,  in  lieu  of  those  privileges  we  are  about  to  accord 
to  tliese  gentlemen.  I  do  not  seek  to  condemn  this  enterprize,  for  I  believe 
it  to  be  worthy  of  consideration  ;  but  at  this  present  juncture  it  may  not  be 
extremely  necessary  to  go  into  operaU^. 

Mr.  Prsscott— I  wish  to  say,  that  I  have  no  objection  to  taking  up  the  bill 
lection  by  section.  I  have  seen  Ihe  amendmejit  he  proposes,  and  do  not  think 
it  militates  against  the  lull  effect  of  the  bill,  and  may  secure  to  the  State 
privileges  which  properly  belong  to  it,  and  not  materially  detract  from  the 
power  that  properly  belongs  to  the  company. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost— yeas  27,  nays  29. 

No  quorum  voting,  a  call  of  the  House  was  demanded,  and  a  quorum  found 
to  be  present 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  section  by  section,  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walsh,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Friday, 
December  23. 


Friday,  December  23,  1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas. 

Tlie  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the' 
General  Assembly,  in  which  it  is  provided  that  both  Houses  shall  adjourn 
December  24th,' to  the  second  Monday  in  January,  1865,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Kayanaoh— I  move  to  reject  it 

Mr.  Brooks — The  resolution,  as  I  understand  ifr,  says  there  is  no  limit  to 
tids  term  of  the  Legislature.  I  consider  that  there  is.  The  constitution  pro- 
vides that  the  regular  session  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  January. 
If  we  pass  a  law  before  this  resolution  postponing  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature,  the  resolution  can  be  adopted.  We  could  then  adjourn  one 
or  two  weeks  and  go  on  with  this  session. 

Mr.  Seymour— I  think  it  would  be  better  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  postpone 
the  session  of  January  until  June,  and  then  bring  up  this  resolution. 
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Mr.  Lewis— Article  42,  of  the  coDstitntlon  says  the  limU.of  Blxij  dajs 
shall  not  apply  to  the  first  Legislatare  to  conyene  after  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  Bisbeb — I  think  gentlemen  can  sit  if  they  choose  until  January, 
1866.  One  objection  to  the  adjournment  is,  that  the  members  are  in  &Tor 
of  being  paid  during  the  recess,  and  I  object  to  the  resolution  for  that  reason. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not  want  any  pay  in  order  to  adjourn  until 
the  second  Monday  of  next  month,  but  shall  not  oppose  the  measure,  if  the 
Honse  will  not  adjourn  without  it,  for  I  think  it  only  right  that  we  should 
take  a  recess  during  the  holidays. 

Mr.  Boudreaux— I  think  the  proper  way  for  us  to  do,  as  we  have  so  mach 
business  before  us,  would  be  to  adjourn  and  take  a  recess  until  the  second 
Monday  in  March,  and  commence  the  regular  session  in  January  and  con- 
tinue it  for  sixty  days,  and  then  finish  this  session. 

Mr.  Breckenridoe— I  think  the  constitution  on  the  first  Legislature  is  plain. 
Some  seem  to  confound  the  words  session  and  Legislature.  One  Legislature 
can  have  several  sessions.  We  are  the  first  Legislature,  and  I  think  it  best  not 
to  adjourn  until  we  get  through  with  our  business. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— The  provision  in  article  32  of  the  constitution  which  it 
says  shall  not  apply  to  the  first  Legislature,  does  not  apply  to  the  term  for 
which  we  are  to  sit  There  is  no  limit  to  the  term.  The  only  question  that 
can  arise  is,  shall  this  session  terminate  and  we  adjourn  sine  die,  to  give  place 
to  the  regular  one,  which  is  to  convene,  according  to  the  constitution,  on  tbe 
first  Monday  in  January  ?  If  we  adjourn  this  session  sine  die,  it  necessitates 
the  re-election  of  oflQcers ;  for  the  termination  of  the  session  puts  an  end  to 
officers  that  were  elected  to  serve  for  that  session. 

We  can  meet  the  first  or  second  Monday  in  Januairy.  I  am  in  fkvor  of  the 
first  Let  that  be  the  regular  session,  and  continue  as  long  as  you  like. 
The  term  session,  means  the  time  for  which  the  Legislature  sits.  The  Legis- 
loAure,  means  the  body  of  men  elected.  The  constitution  says  this  provi^on 
shall  not  apply  to  the  first  Legislature ;  that  is,  to  the  members,  and  not  the 
time.  Article  7  says :  "  The  Gefieral  Assembly  shall  meet  annually  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  unless  a  different  time  be  appointed  by  law."  It  also  says, 
there  shall  be  a  special  session.  Now  that  does  not  permit  as  to  abrogate 
the  clause  which  provides  that  the  regular  session  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January.  I  hold  that  this  session  ought  to  adjourn  to-day  or 
to-morrow,  and  meet  and  organize  a  new  session  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jan* 
uary,  according  to  law. 

Mr.  Michel— I  consider  the  present  session  the  special  one.  The  next 
fleasion  will  commence  next  month,  and  we  are  bound  to  adjourn  this  year. 
When  we  convene  again,  we  can  sit  as  long  as  may  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Prescott~I  beg  leave  to  diff'er  with  all  the  gentlemen.  The  consti- 
tution provides  that  no  session  shall  extend  to  more  than  sixty  days,  exoept 
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the  first  Legialatare.  This  ifl  only  a  re-enaotment  of  a  pro^Is'oa  that  caa  be 
fband  in  all  the  constitntioos  of  Lonisiaaa.  We  have  a  right  to  adjourn 
wbea  we  please,  aod  to  meet  when  we  please.  I  care  not  for  the  opinioof  of 
officers  of  the  gOFemment,  however  influential  they  may  be.  I  read  the  law 
9S I  find  it,  and  interpret  it  as  I  believe  it  ought  to  be,  literally.  I  know  that 
many  different  views  are  expressed,  and  it  is  hard  to  reconcile  them ;  but  I 
believe  my  own  opinion  can  be  sustained,  by  reference  to  the  action  of  similar 
Iiegislatnres. 

Mb.  Brooks — I  wish  to'  correct  some  statements  that  have  been  made.  One 
gentleman  says  we  can  carry  on  this  session  nntil  1866.  The  constitution 
tays  the  term  of  office  of  the  members  of  the  first  General  Assembly  shall 
expire  as  though  they  had  commenced  in  1863,  and  so  the  term  cannot  be 
extended  to  1866.  One  gentleman  remarked  the  objection  was,  that  members 
would  not  draw  their  pay.  I  have  no  such  objection  at  all.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  continue  the  Legislature  to  make  a  living— there  are  ways 
enough  of  doing  that  If  you  will  pass  a  law  postponing  the  regular  session 
to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  wo  can  adjourn,  and  then  carry  on 
this  session ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  done  otherwise. 

Mb.  Bisbke — ^I  think  the  last  gentleman  Is  laboring  under  a  misapprehen- 
rion.  He  is  all  the  while  considering  this  the  regular  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  is  not  the  ^t  This  body  has  met  for  a  special  purpose.  Tho 
regular  Legislature  will  take  place  the  next  session.  I  do  not  wish  any 
member  to  suppose  I  am  willing  to  stay  here  for  eight  or  ten  months  longer. 
I  have  other  business  to  attend  to,  and  would  like  to  see  this  body  adjourn 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  after  transacting  the  necessary  business.  We 
Iiave  yet  a  vast  amount  of  business  to  perform,  and  I  am  satisfied  we  cannot 
complete  it  within  sixty  days.  I  think  it  is  just  and  constitutional  that  this 
body  should  ac^oum  to  the  second  Monday  in  January,  and  then  the  next 
Legislainre  will  have  to  sit  sixty  days,  unless  altered  by  law. 

Mr.  Bbeckexbtdgb— It  has  been  said,  that  by  continuing  this  Legislature. 
we  shall  lap  over  on  the  next  session.  We  need  not,  for  we  can  remove  it  to 
any  fbture  period. 

Mb.  Kavanagh— There  appears  to  be  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  and  misun- 
derstanding as  to  whether  this  is  the  regular  session  or  not.  To  avoid  this, 
I  move  to  reject  the  resolution.  From  srticle  32  of  the  constitution,  I  con- 
tend this  is  the  first  Legislature ;  and  as  such,  this  session  is  not  limited. 
One  gentleman  has  told  us  he  has  other  and  important  business  to  transact. 
If  that  is  the  case,  I  say,  let  him  resign,  and  no  doubt  his  pari.sh  or  district 
will  find  a  gentleman  equally  competent  to  fill  his  position. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried  by  the  following  vote — ^yeas  55,  nays  16. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

JB9  U  resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  adjourn  Saturday,  December  24, 
1864,  to  meet  again  Monday,  January  2,  1865. 
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Btfore  any  action  had  been  taken  on  the  resolution,  the  House,  on  motioa 
of  Mr.  Breclcenridge,  adjourned  until  12  m.  Monday,  December  26. 


Monday,  December  26, 1864. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  m. 

Prayer  was  oflfered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strong. 

A  quorum  haying  been  obtained,  the  minutes  were  read  and  approred. 

Mr.  Michel— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  Senate  bill 
defining  the  duties  and  compensation  of  state  printer,  on  Its  third  reading. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Ghambertjlin— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  Tote  adopthig  the 
amendment  to  section  first,  that  the  election  shall  be  held  by  the  Greneral 
Assembly  in  joint  session.  I  find  that  section  12  of  the  bill  proyides  that 
the  election  shall  be  held  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  this  amendment  b 
unnecessary.  It  will  take  three  days  for  the  bill  to  pass  the  Senate  at 
amended,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  bill  should  be  finally  adopted  this 
session. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  now  move  for  permission  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Carried. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

A  motion  to  take  up  the  land  improvement  bill,  and  a  motion  to  a^jo^uu 
were  made. 

The  chair  haying  decided  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  in  order,  Mr. 
Foley  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  chair  was  sustained,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  lost — yeas  22,  nays  86. 

A  quorum  not  yoting,  a  call  of  the  House  was  demanded. 

Sixty  members  present 

Mr.  Pearson — I  renew  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  land 
improvement  bill. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

A  motion  was  mad^  to  adjourn,  upon  which  the  roll  was  called  and  the 
motion  lost— yeas  25,  nays  35. 

Mr.  Christie— This  bill  was  passed  to  the  third  reading  upon  condition 
that  it  should  be  taken  up  section  by  section. 

The  secretary  read  from  the  minutes,  substantiating  the  assertl'^n. 

Mr.  B»dger— I  move  that  the  whole  subject  be  postponed  until  every 
member  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  tabled,  and  the  bill  thereupon  taken  up. 

Mr.  Chrlstie— Mr.  Speaker :  I  think  that  this  company  is  to  be  inoorpo* 
rated  for  too  long  a  time,  and,  therefore,  I  move  to  amend  by  restricting  the 
Ume  to  forty-five  years,  thus  allowing  the  company  forty  years  clear  of  the 
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time  thej  desire  in  ^wbioh  to  complete  their  road.  I  think  that  will  be  time 
long  enough  ;  as  long  as  any  coiipany  should  ask  for  any  priylleges  of  this 
kind- 

The  SpbaksBt— In  order  to  amend  upon  third  reading,  the  rules  must  be 
suspended. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  made  and  carried. 

Mb.  Baum — ^I  moTO  we  adjourn. 

Mr.  Folbt— The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKEB—The  chair  decides  the  motion  in  order. 

Me.  Foley— I  appeal  l¥om  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

On  appeal  taken,  the  chair  was  sustained. 

The  Committee  on  Enrollment  gare  notice  of  the  enrollment  of  the  bill 
relating  to  branch  pilots.  « 

On  motion  carried,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  of  Tuesday,  27th 
instant. 


Tuesday,  December  27,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  12  x.,  and  there  being  no  quorum,  adjourned  until 
Wednesday,  December  28. 

The  House  met  at  the  usual  hour,  December  28,  29,  30  and  31,  and  ad- 
journed without  obtaining  a  quorum. 


[This  day's  debates  were  inadvertantly  omitted  in  their  regular  order.] 

Monday,  November  14, 1864. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.,  and  sixty  members 
re^K>nded. 

The  minutes  were  ftltd  and  adopted. 

Mr.  McDonnell  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  all  persons,  who  are  not  members  of  this  House,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  excluded  from  occupying  seats  within  the  bar  of  this 
House,  except  such  as  are  provided  for  by  the  constitution  and  rules  gov- 
emiog  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  ruled  out  of  order,  as  the  rules  provided  for  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Prescott  offered  the  following : 

Rescived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  editor  of  the 
New  Orleans  Times,  and  arrange  with  him  for  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
ceedhigs  of  this  House,  on  the  torms  proposed  by  him  in  his  issue  of  Sunday, 
13th  inst  Such  publication  to  include  all  laws  passed  by  this  body.  Copies 
to  be  furnished  to  the  said  editor  by  the  proper  olBcers  of  this  House,  he  giv- 
iUig suitable  guarantee  that  the  said  publication  of  the  laws  and  proceedings 
^  tUs  House  be  continued  to  the  end  of  the  session. 
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Mr.  Habnan — I  more  it  inclnde  the  Bra,  smce  that  p^per  offers  to  pabluh 
ibe  journals  on  the  same  teruif!. 

Mr.  Todd — I  moye  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table. 

Lost—Teas  26,  nays  SO. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  wish  to  read  the  proposition  of  the  Times  in  relation  to 
the  paper.    I  think  we  should  accept  it : 

"  The  LEOiSLA.Tn*B  Proceedings. — The  Senate  discontinued  the  pnblica- 
tion  of  its  daily  proceedings — a  commendable  indication  of  a  desire  to 
retrench.  Why  will  the  House  persist  in  publishing  its  daily  proceedings,  in 
the  fiice  of  the  fact  that  it  is  entirely  unnecessary,  while  costly  to  the  State, 
or  rather  citjr. 

Now  we  will  come  to  the  relief  of  our  modem  Scions  and  the  treasury.  It 
they  must  see  their  official  action  in  print,  let  tbem  direct  the  clerk  to  send  it 
daily  to  this  office,  and  we  will  print  it  without  cost  In  plain,  unmistakable 
language,  if  ^he  Senate  and  House  will  direct  their  clerks  to  officially  report 
their  proceedings  for  the  Times,  we  guarantee,  without  charge,  to  give  them 
four  times  the  circulation  they  now  get." 

Mr.  Foley  o^ered  the  following  substitute : 

Resdved,  That  the  official  reporters  be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  fumUh 
the  New  Orleans  Times  and  New  Orleans  Era  with  copies  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  House. 

Adopted. 

A  report  from  the  Finance  Committee  was  read. 

The  committee  on  auditing  and  supervising  the  affairs  of  the  House,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  in  which  they  stated  that  they  had  examined  the  books  of 
Mr.  Fitswilliam,  stationer,  and  found  that  a  large  number  of  the  items  on  the 
blotter  had  been  changed  after  the  bill  was  presented— the  total  difference 
being  as  follows : 

As  the  bill  was  first  rendered $654  85 

Bill  corrected,  as  per  blotter 439  70 

Amount  of  overcharge $114  15 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  matter  shoul^^be  referred  to  the 
attorney  general. 

Mr.  Bacm— We  have  the  book  of  Mr.  Fitzwilliam,  where  the  articles  have 
been  changed  after  they  have  been  bought,  by  Mr.  Fitzwilliam  himself,  or 
his  clerks. 

Mr.  Folet— I  would  state,  that  I  called  on  him — I  believe  last  Thursday — 
and  demanded  his  account  with  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  seemed 
to  be  in  a  great  flurry  when  I  asked  the  question.  At  last  he  presented  it, 
and  I  asked  why  the  changes  were  made?  He  could  not  explain.  I 
demanded  the  book,  to  present  it  to  the  House,  and  he  refused.  "  I  then  went 
to  Gen.  Hurlbut  and  got  an  order  for  the  book,  and  brought  it  here.  We 
investigated  it,  and*  it  stands  as  reported.  While  I  was  away  for  the  order, 
he  copied  the  items  in  another  book,  which  he  wanted  me  to  take,  instead 
of  this.  > 
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On  notion,  tlto  report  wm  tkeii  read,  and  rttsmd  to  tlie  attoraej  general. 

The  Committee  on  Conference,  with  refinrence  to  the  bill  relative  to  fkt 
lalary  of  the  fiergeaniat-amn.  clerks,  etc.,  reported  they  had  agreed  to  fix 
Hbe  oompenflation  of  tbcr'aMietant  leoretary  at  $1260  per  eefltion)  payable  tl 
the  end  of  the  seaaion,  on  the  auditor.    Adopted. 

The  following  notice  of  bills  was  given :  ^ 

Mr.  Danel :  **  An  act  relatiTO  to  pablio  lands."  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  ol 
Joseph  Goriinskl,  provisional  state  land  register." 

Mr.  Preeeott :  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  notes  and  other  evl- 
deoces  of  indebtedness,  c^yen  by  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  |o 
rebels." 

Mr.  Dofresne :  **  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  Iber- 
▼ille." 

Mr.  Christie :  "  An  act  relatiTe  to  absentees." 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden :  "  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  presidential  electors.'' 

Mr.  Seymour:  *'An  act  relative  to  constables  throughout  the  State." 

Mr.  Foley:  "An  act  to  amend  the  fifth  section  of  an  act  to  establish  % 
board  of  harbormasters  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans." 

Mr.  McDoDOvU :  ''  An  act  to  repeal  section  6  of  an  act  entitled '  An  act  fo 
provide  a  revenue,'  "  approved  March  15, 1855. 

Mr.  Haberlin :  *'  An  act  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  register  of  lands." 

Mb.  Chamlerlaim  :"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  exemption  of  homestead, 
from  execution." 

An  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  carrying  on  the 
government  of  the  State,"  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  on  its  first  reading, 
and  by  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  put  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  FoLET-The  only  objection  I  have  to  it  is,  that  it  makes  the  sinking 
fund  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  is  intended  to  run  for  fifteen 
years.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  the  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  while  the  sinking  fUnd  will  provide  for  the  redemption  of  six  mil- 
luHis  dollars.  I  think  the  vioking  fUnd  Is  entirely  too  large  and  should  be 
reduced  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mb.  Chambbelain-— In  explanation,  allow  me  to  say,  that  the  State  !• 
indebted  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  we  not  only  pro- 
vide a  sinking  fhnd  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  our  own  debt/ but 
propose  to  apply  the  surplus  to  the  discharge  of  a  debt  already  contracted* 
We  believe  the  only  measure  by  which  our  credit  can  be  established,  is  the 
payment  of  our  outstanding  debts.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  raise  money 
by  loan  until  we  provide  means  for  the  payment  of  what  is  already  dneft 
Ibe  interest  alone  of  the  outstanding  debt  of  the  State,  is  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  a  sam  considerably  exceeding  the  sinking  fiind 
in  question,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  It  should  be  as  large  as  had 
been  reported  in  the  bill. 

Hl6 
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The  bill  was  then  adopted  on  ito  second  reodiog^  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
froised. 

Tbe  bill  relative  to  bomeeteads  of  widows  and  children  of  deceased  per- 
sons, was  adopted  on  its  second  reading  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  relatiye  to  lien  laws  relatire  to  mechanics  and  laborers,  was  taken 
up  on  its  first  reading. 
«.  The  first  section  was  read. 

Section  1.  Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  cf  BepresenlaUveM  (f  the 
.Slaie  qf  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  every  mechanic, 
laborer,  or  other  workman,  doing  or  performing  any  work  towards  the  con- 
'  stniction  of  any  building,  steamboat  ship,  or  other  work,  finiriied  or  nn- 
finlshed,  or  in  the  performance  of  any  labor  or  mechanical  craft,  or  any  per- 
son furnUhing  n^terials  for  said  work,  for  another,  amounting  to  a  som 
exceeding  forty-nine  dollars,  may  require  the  terms  thereof  to  be  made  in 
writing,  or  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more  competent  witnesses. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  forty-nine  dollars,"  and 
inserting  "  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents." 

Adopted. 

The  bill  was  adopted  as  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A  bill  relative  to  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  was  taken 
^  np  on  its  second  reading. 

The  first  ten  sections  were  read  and  adopted,  without  amendment  or  dis- 
cussion. 

Section  11  was  read. 

Sec.  11.  Beit  further  enaded,  Ac,  No  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  any 
judgment  rendered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  if  the 
amount  claimed  or  in  dispute  does  not  exceed  ten  dollars,  exclusive  of 
interest,  or  if  taken  after  the  expiration  of  ten  judicial  days  from  the  notifi- 
cation of  the  judgment  to  the  party  cast. 

Mr.  Baum — I  offer  the  following  substitute : 

"An  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  any  judgment  rendered  by  a  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  but  it  must  be  taken  within  ten  judicial 
days  from  the  signing  of  the  judgment,  and  its  notification  to  tlie  party  cast" 

A  motion  to  table  was  put,  when  not  a  quorum  voted.  A  count  being 
taken,  it  was  ascertained  that  only  fifty  members  were  present 

The  sergeant-at-arms  was  dispatched  to  bring  in  absent  members. 

Mr.  Meeks  moved  to  adjourn,  which  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  52  to  3. 
^     The  roll  being  called,  sixty-one  members  responded. 

The  motion  to  table  the  substitute  was  then  put  again  and  carried — yeas 
SO,  nays  21. 

Mr.  HARNAN—Imove,  as  an  amendment,  that  no  appeal  shall  be  taken,  unless 
the  sum  in  dispute  shall  exceed  $25,  for  it  is  cheaper  for  the  party  to  pay  it 
than  to  take  an  appeal ;  and  he  has  to  give  security  for  the  payment  of  dooble 
the  amount  in  judgment,  and  has  to  pay  $10  to  the  clerk  of  the  Third  District 
'  Court,  before  he  can  take  an  appeal.  Therefbre,  I  move  "  $25  "  be  Inserted 
in  place  of  «'  $10." 
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Ub.  Potnot— I  amend  to  "$15." 
Vb.  Crsioh— I  moFe  to  lay  the  amendments  on  the  table. 
Lost,  and  the  last  amendment  adopted,  after  which  the  section  was  adopted 
as  amended. 
Section  12  was  read. 

Sec  12.  Be  U  further  enacUd,  d:e.,  For  the  case  provided  for  in  the  pro- 
ceding  secUon,  the  ^peal  shall  not  suspend  the  ezecntion  of  the  lodgment, 
if  taken  after  the  expiration  of  three  judicial  days  iVom  the  signing  of  the 
judgment. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  to  amend  by  adding  the  words,  "and  its  notification.'' 
Carried,  and  section  adopted  as  amended. 
Section  13  was  read. 

See.  13.  Be  U  further  emkied,4tG,,  Whenever  an  appeU  shall  be  taken  after 
the  delay  above  mentioned,  or  when,  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
appeal  bond,  or  some  other  irregularity,  the  judge,  after  hearing  the  parties, 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  appeal  must  be  set  aside,  then  he  unll  reserve  to 
ihe  appellant  the  right  of  renewing  his  appeal :  Provided,  That  the  appeal 
so  renewed  shall  not  prevent  the  other  party,  in  whose  iavor  the  judgment 
was  rendered,  from  endforcing  the  execuuon  thereof ;  Provided,  also,  That 
ten  judicial  days  have  notolapsed  since  the  signing  of  the  judgment. 

Mb.  Baum— I  move  to  amend  by  adding,  **  and  its  notification  to  the  party 
east" 
Carried. 

Sections  14, 15, 16  and  17,  were  adopted  as  read. 
Section  19  was  read : 

Sec.  19.  Be  it  further  enaded,  dbc,  No  execution  shall  issue  upon  any  judg- 
ment by  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  pariah  of  Orleans,  until  three  judicial 
days  %fter  notice  of  the  judgment  shall  have  been  served  upon  the  party 
against  whom  the  judgment  sliall  have  been  rendered,  or  in  case  of  his 
absence,  upon  his  attorney  or  curator  ad  fioe,  appointed  by  the  justice  of  the 
peace  to  represent  him«  and  the  party  may,  within  three  days,  pray  for  a  new 
trial,  or  i^peal  from  the  judgment,  upon  complying  with  the  requisites  of 
the  law. 

Mb.  Baijm-~I  wish  to  amend  by  inserting  after  " judgment,"  the  word 

«  signed." 
Carried  and  section  adopted. 
Section  20  was  read. 

See.  20.  Be  it  further  enaded,  Ac,  Justices,  or  their  clerics,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  demand  and  receive  two  dollars  for  each  record  of  appeal,  which 
sum  sliall  be  paid  by  the  appellant,  on  receiving  the  record. 

Mr.  Badoeb— 1  move  to  strike  out  <'  demand." 

Lost  and  section  adopted. 

Section  21  was  read : 

Sec  21.  Be  U further  enaded,  'iCrc,  They  shall  be  entitied  to  demand  and 
receive  ten  cents  for  every  hundred  words  of  testimony  taken  under  any 
^ommiuion.^ 
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Mb.  Baum— I  moYe  to  strike  ont  *'  ten  oents ''  and  insert  *'  twenty  five  cents." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp— I  move  to  strike  ont  "  demand." 

Tabled. 

Seciions  22  and  23  were  adopted  without  amendment 

Mb.  Baum—I  offer  the  following  additional  section,  to  be  inserted  as  oeo- 
tion24. 

'*  All  appeals  Arom  a  judgment  of  the  jnstfce  of  the  peace  returnable  to  the 
Third  Districts  Court,  shall  be  made  within  ten  days  after  the  fliing  of  the 
bond,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  (he  justice  of  the  peace  to  file  the  bond 
immediately  upon  Its  being  giv«n  to  him." 

Carried. 

Sections  26,  26,  27,  28  and  29  were  adopted  without  amendment 

Section  30  was  read. 

Section  30.  Beit  furiher  enadedy  Ac,  Each  justice  may  appoint  a  clerk,  at 
a  salary  of  not  less  than  sixty  dollars  per  month,  to  be  paid  by  the  justice 
80  appointing. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  to  amend  so  that  the  section  shall  read  :  <<Each  justice 
may  appoint  his  clerk,  to  be  paid  by  the  justice  appointing." 

Mb.  Sktmoub— I  move  to  lay  the  ameudment  on  the  table.  The  seotion, 
88  It  stands,  is  a  good  one,  and  I  do  not  see  what  objection  there  is  to  it 

Carried. 

Section  31  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mb.  Chambbrlatk— Before  the  bill  is  adopted,  as  a  whole,  I  move  to  strike 
ont  sections  27  and  28,  as  they  have  no  relevancy  to  the  subject 

Mr.  Michbl~I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted,  as  a  whole,  as -amended,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

By  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  the  joint  resolution  instmcting  the  membere 
of  Congress  to  u^e  their  influence  in  gettmg  a  postoffice  established  In 
Algiers,  was  adopted  on  its  second  reading,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  unUl  12  m.,  Tuesday,  November  15. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


SECOND   SESSION. 


MoNDAT,  Jannarj  2, 1865. 
The  House  met  at  12  m.    There  being  no  quorum,  on  motion,  the  Honse 
«4joamed  until  12  m.  Tueedaj,  January  3. 


*         Tuesday,  January  3, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the 
secretary. 

Mb.  CREiaH-— I  move  that  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  from  Orleans  [Mr. 
BofiU],  be  called  to  the  chair,  and  serve  as  spealser  pre  tern,,  during  this 
daj's  session. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  took 
the  ch^r,  when,  a  quorum  having  been  finally  secured,  the  minutes  were 
read. 

Ms.  MicHET^— Mr.  Speaker :  I  notice  that  the  minutes  of  yesterday  are 
headed,  **  Sixty-fourth  Day's  Proceedings."  I  understand  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  yesterday  were  those  of  the  irst  day  of  the  second  session. 

Th«  Spbakkr— That  is  a  question  for  the  House  to  decide. 

Kb.  Chbutib— Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  ask  gentlemen  where  they  get  the 
aathority  for  calling  this  the  second  session  ? 

Mb.  MiCHKL—From  the  constitution,  sir. 

Mb.  Chbistib— I  have  read  pretty  often  that  part  of  the  constitution  which 
reUtes  to  the^eubject  in  discussion.  I  can  recognise  this  as  being  nothing 
Bore  or  leas  than  a  part  of  the  special  session  of  the  first  Legislature  that 
was  to,  and  did  meet  after  the  Convention.  I  would  like  to  have  any  gentle* 
maD  show  me  the  source  which  gives  him  the  right  to  call  this  the  second 
■evion. 

Mb.  Folkt— I  move  the  minutes  be  adopted  as  read. 

Tbe  motion  was  carried. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  R.  McDonald,  representative  from  the  eighth  ward, 
was  received  and  accepted. 
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Mr.  Haraan  oflTered  -a  resolation,  directing  the  attorney  general  to  Institote 
proceedings  against  those  members  of  the  General  Assemblji  who,  according 
to  report  of  special  committee  of  the  House,  were  charged  with  haTio^ 
drawn  their  per  diem  unlawfully — the  clerk  of  the  House  to  duly  transmit 
said  report — was  adopted. 

Mr.  Christie  presented  a  resolution  directing  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  keep 
the  ball  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiFes  open  from  8  to  4  o^clock  duly, 
Sundays  excepted. 

Mr.  Sbtmocb— I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  present  an  amendment,  requir- 
ing messengers  to  remain  here  during  the  same  period,  as  I  have  been  hero 
often  at  ten  o'clock  and  been  unable  to  find  a  single  one  to  provide  even  » 
paper  for  me. 

The  amendment  was  carried  and  the  original  resolution  then  passed  as 
amended. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Brooks  presented  a  joint  resoluUon  authorizing  the  state  treas- 
urer to  pay  the  moneys  appropriated  for  paying  expenses  and  salaries  inci- 
dent upon  the  Land  Office,  out  of  the  fund  accruing  from  the  sale  of  public 
State  lands. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  presented  a  joint  resolution  declaring  that  the  first  day 
of  the  second  session  of  the  first  Legislature  under  the  constitution  of  1864, 
met  on  yesterday,  January  2d,  1865. 

The  Committee  on  Auditing  and  Supervising  the  Expenses  of  the  House, 
reported  that  they  had  audited  contingent  expenses  to  the  amount  of  $1372. 

Mr.  Folet— I  would  like,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  hear  the  bill  of  those  items  read. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  this  committee, 
when  they  report  to  this  House,  to  refer  to  the  items  of  the  bills,  that  they 
may  be  read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Michrl— I  move  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committe,  that 
the  correction  may  be  made. 

Mr.  Foley — I  favor  that  motion,  Mr.  Speaker,  especially  as  I  was  absent 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  don't  know  what  bills  were  audited. 

The  report  was  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Brooks :  A  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  increase  the  pay  />i  the  chief 
clerk  of  the  state  treasurer." 

Mr.  Chamberlain :  "A  bill  appropriating  money  to  dettnj  the  expenses  of 
the  General  Assembly." 

Mr.  Haman :  *'  A  bill  to  prevent  the  wife  from  claiming  property  in  ber 
own  right,"  unless  she  can  prove  she  had  the  property,  or  the  means  to  pur- 
chase it,  previous  to  her  marriage.  The  making  of  title  in  her  own  name  to 
be  a  cause  of  litigation,  should  be  discountenanced  in. this  community,  and 
also  such  should  be  declared  null  and  void  and  of  no  effect 
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Mr,  Lastor :  "  Ab  Mi  to  proride  for  the  pajnMnt  of  the  memben,  offloen 
and  eoDtingeot  expenses  of  the  Geaeiml  Assembly." 

Mr.  Baam  moYod  to  snspeDd  the  roles,  in  order  to  take  the  bill  np  on  its 
ttret  reading. 

Rales  suspended,  bill  read  and  adopted  on  its  first  reading,  and  rules  sns- 
peoded  for  second  reading.  '"•* 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  to  strike  ont  *'  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars"  • 
and  insert  **  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars."  .  * 

Mm.  Chambcsiain— I  move  to  strike  out  *'  they  are  entitled,"  because  t^ 
members  of  the  Gkneral  Assembly  "  are  "  not  yet  entitled  to  compensation 
to  the  amount  cf  two  hundred  and' fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  anything  like  iL* 
In  the  place  of  the  words  1  wish  stricken  out,  I  more  to  substitute  **  they 
may  be."  .      • 

Mr.  Foley *s  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  act  was  passed  on  second  reading-~the  nUes  having  been  suspended,  • 
and  directed  to  be  engrossed.  ^ 

A  message  ftx>m  the  governor,  informed  the  House  that  he  had  signed  the  • 
*'  branch  pilot  act,"  allowing  the  charge  of  one  dollar  per  foot  extra,  on  ve*- 
sels  arriving  at  and  departing  from  New  Orleans.  • 

Also,  of  hiB  signature  to  the  *'  Act  to  amend  section  5"  of  an  act  to  establish  ' 
a  board  of  harbormasters  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Acts  for  amending  and  repealing  numerous  articles  of  the  Civil  Code  and  * 
Code  of  Practice,  were  given  notice  of.  ^'> 

Mr.  Foley— -Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  a  qu^tion  of  privilege.    There  seems  • 
to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  House  and  Senate,  in  regard  to  the  * 
interpretation  of  article  7,  of  the  constitution  of  1864.    The  Senate  have 
decided  that  this  is  the  second  day  of  the  regular  session,  and  have  taken  up 
unfinished  business,  while  we  are  continuing  the  business  of  the  first  session. 
I  merely  wish  to  have  both  bodies  arrive  at  some  Just  conclusion,  and  I  * 
therefore  offer  this  resolution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  authorising  the  ap-  * 

pointment  of  five  members  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  confer  with » 

members  of  the  Senate,  regarding  the  construction  of  this  article.  * 

Mr.  Creiqh— The  rules  must  be  suspended  before  that  resolution  can  * 
come  up. 

Mr.  Tullt — I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  Chruttib— Mr.  Speaker :  Before  that  question  is  put,  I  would  like  to 
say  a  word  or  two  on  this  subject,  as  I  am  not  williag  that  the  conclusion  of 
this  question  should  be  left — 

Thb  Spsaxirt— There  Ib  nothing  before  the  House,  sir. 

Mr.  Chbibtix— I  understand,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  \a  a  resolution  before 
the  House,  and  I  wish  to  c^ve  my  reasons —  < 

.Ttn  Spkakbr— There  k  no  resolution  before  the  House,  tir. 
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:th9  mottoQ  to  •aspend  the  ralas  wm  lost,  Md,  tb^reforo,  ibe  Houm 
a^uraed  qdUI  12  m.,  to-morrow,  the  4th  iMtaAt. 


Wbdvkdat,  Juiaarj  4, 1865. 

The  House  met,  paranant  to  a^onrnment,  when  aqaonim  having  at  length 
«eeponded  to  roll-call,  the  Roy.  Mr.  Andrews  offered  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday^were  read  and  adopted. 

•  ▲  cesolation,  directing  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  considar- 
alion  of  tiie  bill  relatiTe  to  the  organization  of  the  police  of  New  Orleans,  te 
ffcport  before  the  7th  instant,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  a  reeolntlon  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members,  os 
Ibe  part  of  the  House,  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  —  members  from  the 
Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a  proper  Interpretation  of  article  7  of 
file  constitution,  which  was  adopted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  requested  concnrreaoe  In  a  joint  nesolutioa 
nlative  to  the  election  of  a  United  States  senator. 

Ma.  FoLBT— Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  believe  we  can  transact  any  further 
business  constitutionally,  until  the  House  and  Senate  agree  in  regard  to  the 
Interpretation  of  article  7. 

Mb.  CHAMBiBLUN—Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  fi>r 
Ihe  appointment  of  any  committee  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  article  7 
fft  the  constitution,  but  that  we  can  continue  to  transact  business  without 
fedterrtiption,  by  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  wliich  I  have  just  sent  to  the 
4ieoretary*s  desk,  and  now  call  for. 

.M.  FoLBT^If  the  gentleman's  resolution  covers  mine,  I  beg  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

.Mr.  Chamberlain's  resolution,  declaring  Monday,  the  2d  instant,  to  be  the 
Arst  day  of  ihe  second  session  of  this  Legislature,  was  adopted— yeas  36, 
aajs  25-*a  motion  to  table  having  been  lost 

Mb.  GaiLiCBBBLA.iN—The  clerk  has  merely  to  change  the  record  from  the 
ilxty-fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  days'  proceedings,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  proceed- 
Ings  of  the  first,  second  and  Uiird  days'  proceedings  of  the  second  aeesion. 
That  is  al  that  !•  o  be  done,  and  we  now  enter  upon  an  unlimited  session, 
thus  removing  the  objection  which  some  gentlemen  had  to  the  adoptiofi  of 
By  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  to  be  a  limited  sesslo  j. 

I  accordingly  move  that  the  headings  of  the  minutes  be  changed. 

Mb.  Kavajiauh>-I  beg  leave  to  state,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  was  personally 
Informed  by  Judge  Durell 

ICries  of  "  Out  of  order."] 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain's  motion  thereopon 
earried. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  presented  a  reeolutloB  requesting  the  iq>eaker  to  infora 
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bis  ezoellenoy  the  goTemor  of  the  FetigDation  of  the  Hon.  R.  IfoDonnell' 
representative  from  the  eighth  ward,  third  district 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  joint  resolution,  directing  the  State  treasurer  to  pay  the  salaries  and 
expenses  inoident  upon  the  continuance  of  the  land  office  came  up. 

Mb.  FoLKT—Mr.  Speaker :  I  tliink  that  any  further  proceedings  wilt  be 
QDconstitntional,  until  we  first  take  up  and  dispose  of  the  unfinished  business 
of  last  session. 

Ths  SpBAKER—There  is  no  doubt  of  that,  sir. 

Mb.  CuAMBBBLiiN — Mr.  Speaker  :  I  believe  that  statement  is  entirely  cor- 
rect, but  would  suggest,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Bust* 
DSM,  that  it  will  require  a  few  days  in  which  to  arrange  our  business.  As 
we  have  neither  adjourned,  or  taken  a  recess,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  had 
better  go  on  with  what  business  we  can  transact,  until  such  time  as  the  com- 
mittee can  report.  The  first  matter  we  should  take  up  is  the  joint  resolutioa 
relative  to  the  election  of  United  States  senator,  and  I  accordingly  call  for 
the  reading  of  it 

Tlie  resolution  referred  to,  directing  a  joint  session  of  the  General  Assem* 
bly  to  be  held  in  the  Hall  of  Representatives  on  Monday,  the  7tb  inst.,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  a  United  States  senator  to  fill  tlie  vacancy  which 
occurs  on  the  4th  March,  proz.,  was  read,  and  the  rules  having  been  sus- 
pended, was  passed  on  second  and  third  reading  together  with  its  title. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Auditing  and  Supervising  the  Expenses 
of  the  House,  was  received  and  adopted,  as  was  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mb.  Tullt—I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  appropriation  bill  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  House. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  bill  adopted,  with  its  title,  on  third 
reading. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  books  of  the  Stat* 
aaditor  and  treasurer,  was  received. 

Mb.  Cbbktib— Mr.  Speaker :  I  beg  leave  to  correct  an  error  in  that  report 
I  am  credited  with  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  returned  by  me  to  the 
State  treasurer,  whereas  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  receipt  from  that  gentleman, 
showing  that  I  returned  to  him  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars. 

Mb.  Bovbs— I  move  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  cor- 
rection. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Seymour :  **' Acts  to  amend  articles  49, 139, 189  and  241,  of  the  Code 
of  Practice." 

On  motion  carried,  the  House  a^ioumed  until  12  m.,  of  Thursday,  the 
6th  instant 
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Thubsdat,  Jaaaary  5, 1866. 

The  Hoose  met,  pursuaat  to  adjonrnmenti  when  Rer.  Mr.  Gilbert  offered 
prayer,  and  the  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Messrs.  Belden,  Dejean  and  Eonis  were  ezcnsed  from  attendance. 

Mr.  Prescott  offered  a  resolution,  providing  that  no  clerk  or  employ^  of 
the  House  shall,  from  this  date,  receive  a  larger  per  diem  than  the  members 
thereof. 

Moiions  were  made  to  adopt  and  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kavanagh— Mr.  Speaker:  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  very  gentleman 
who  offers  that  resolution  voted  in  favor  of  giving  the  only  person  connected 
with  this  House  (Mr.  Trenchard,  who  does  receive  a  higher  per  diem  than  a 
member)  that  compensation.  As  long  as  we  have  passed  that  resolution,  I 
do  not  consider  it  proper  for  us  to  rescind  it  after  this  lapse  of  time,  bat 
do  not  wish  to  debar  any  other  deserving  employ^  of  this  House  fix>m  receiv- 
ing a  merited  equivalent  for  his  services. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost— yeas  13,  nays  48 — and  the  resolution  there- 
upon  adopted. 

Mr.  Prescott  presented  a  resolution,  reqmring  the  clerk  to  register  and 
bring  up  in  order,  bills,  etc.,  excepting  appropriation  bills. 

Mft.  BovKB— Mr.  Speaker :  I  see  no  necessity  of  this  resolution,  as  the  clerk 
appears  to  have  both  known  and  performed  his  business  well  enough.  A 
suspension  of  the  rules  is  required  to  bring  up  any  bill  out  of  its  order, 
whether  it  be  for  appropriations  or  not. 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  1  wish  to  say,  that  the  resolution  is  of  more 
importance  than  it  might  at  first  sight  appear  to  be.  1  do  not  wish  to  enter 
complaints  against  any  member  or  employ^  connected  with  this  House,  but 
great  injustice  has  been  done  certain  parties  on  this  floor,  in  regard  to  the 
lack  of  order  observed  in  the  reading  of  bills  brought  before  us.  Some  of 
the  most  important  of  all  the  bills  upon  which  we  are  to  act,  have  been  lying 
for  six,  and  some  of  them  for  even  eight  weeks,  upon  the  secretary's  desk, 
w^ile  other  trivial  bills — that  is,  bills  of  no  importance  at  all.  and  of  recent 
origin — have  been  read  and.  passed.  Why  this  partiality  has  been  observed, 
I  cannot  understand.  I  have  myself  remonstrated  in  regard  to  this  practice, 
but  my  remonstrances  have  been  of  no  effect 

For  these  reasons,  I  have  presented  this  resolution,  believing  that  only  it, 
or  something  of  like  import,  can  settle  the  matter.  I  therefore  hope  that 
the  House  will  entertain  it 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  a  resolution,  that  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  ses- 
sion be  taken  up  and  placed  on  the  calendar  at  the  same  stage  as  it  was  at 
the  time  of  closing  oi  that  session. 
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Mb.  Lewis— That  is  a  copy  of  a  resolution  which  has  been  udopted  In  the 
Senate,  and  I  more  its  adoption. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  O'Conner  oflfered  a  resolution  declaring  the  office  ot  sergeant-at-arms 
to  be  yacant,  and  ordering  an  election  to  fill  that  vacancj  on  the  6fh  inst 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost— yeas  17,  nays  32. 

Mr.  DuA2ne~Mr.  Speaker :  It  seems  to  me,  that  we  now  have  a  sergeant^ 
•t-arms,  duly  elected  by  this  body,  who  is  now  only  temporarily  suspended. 
I  cannot  understand  how  it  is  possible  for  us  to  elect  another  functionary  of 
lliat  description,  until  we  discharge  the  present  incumbent,  against  whom,  I 
believe,  there  are  no  charges.  I  trust  that  the  House  will  bear  in  mind  and 
ooDsider  this  proposition. 

Mb.  Sbtmoub— The  resolution  declares  the  office  vacant,  and  we,  therefore, 
kave  a  perfect  right  to  elect  another  person  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Speaker — The  chair  decides  the  resolution  to  be  in  order,  as  the  ser- 
geaot-ai-arms  holds  his  office  entirely  at  the  pleasure  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KAVANAon— Mr.  Speaker :  I  think  the  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  his 
aasertion  that  there  are  no  charges  against  the  late  sergeant-at-arms  and  am 
oonfldent  that  if  the  resolution  suspending  him  were  reconsidered,  the  mili- 
tary authorities  who  have  charge  of  him,  would  not  allow  him  to  re-appear 
upon  this  fioor.  It  strikes  me  that  we  had  better  allow  the  matter  to  drop, 
Aod  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  that  authority. 

The  resolution  was  adopted— yeas  43,  nays  19. 

The  Ck>mmittee  on  Internal  Improvements  reported  in  regard  to  the  New 
Orleans  City  Railroad  Company,  and  presented  a  resolution  regarding  the 
matter.    It  also  reported  regarding  the  New  Orleans  Gas  Light  Company. 

The  first  report  and  accompanying  resolution  was  adopted  ;  the  same  dis- 
poeition  being  made  of  the  second  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  examination^ of  the  books  of 
■tate  auditor  and  state  treasurer,  presented  their  report  approving  them, 
which  was  adopted. 

The  secretary  of  the  Senate  presented  for  concurrence  a  joint  resolution, 

appointing  a  committee  of  three  from  the  Senate,  and members  fh)m 

the  House,  to  inform  his  excellency  the  governor  that  the  General  Assembly 
was  organised,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  from  him. 

A  committee  of  five  was  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait  upon 
bis  excellency. 

Mb.  Badoeb— Mr.  Speaker :  If  in  order,  I  move  the  snspension  of  the  rules, 
to  take  up  the  bill  defining  the  duties  of  State  tax  collectors. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  motion  is  con- 
trary to  the  resolution  introduced  this  morning  by  my  friend  on  the  left  [Mr* 
Frescott]. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  loei— yeas  20,  nays  22. 
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Unfiiilibed  bnsincss  of  the  last  seBslon  was  taken  np. 

Mk.  Michel— I  believe  that  the  report  of  the  Judiciarj  Ck>oimiltee  ( 
under  I  hat  head. 

Mb.  Folbt— Bills  on  the  third  reading  are  in  order. 

Thb  Spkaker— There  are  none  sueb. 

Mk.  Bacm — I  move  that  the  unfinished  business  be  postponed  until  oezt 
Monday. 

Tub  Speaker — The  motion  is  unnecessary.  The  clerk  has  not  yet  had  tioM 
to  arrange  his  books  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted  this  momiog* 

A  motion  to  a^ourn  was  lost. 

An  act  to  repeal  article  114  of  the  Code  of  Practice  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  announced  ite  concurrence  in  the  appropriation  bill  for  defhiy- 
Ing  the  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Ron.  Wm.  A.  Prescott  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mb.  Howes— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up,  on  its  third  read- 
ing, the  Mississippi  and  Bayou  Lafourche  Land  Improvement  Company  bilL 

Mr.  Bodoreaux— I  move  the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Folet— That  bill  comes  op  as  unfinished  business  of  the  last  sasaion. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  If  that  assertion  is  correct,  the  bill  must 
be  at  the  very  tail-end  of  it  all,  and  has  no  priority  here.  There  are  many 
other  bills  that  have  the  preference,  and  we  must  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  take  it  up  on  third  reading.  Unless  that  is  done,  it  has  no  business  at  all 
here. 

Mb.  Sxtmoub— I  move  we  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  thereupon  adjourned  until  12  v., 
Friday,  the  6th  Inst. 

Fbidat,  January  6, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  if. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas. 

A  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  governor  and  infbns 
him  that  the  General  Assembly  is  organized,  and  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
munication, was  submitted. 

Mb.  Miohel— I  wish  to  state,  that  is  a  mistake ;  the  House  is  not  organised. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  offered,  excepting  the  warrant  clerk  from  the  resolutioii 
adopted  yesterday,  providing  that  no  clerk  or  employ^  of  the  House  shall 
recdve  more  than  the  per  diem  of  members,  and  making  the  salary  of  twelve 
dollars  per  day  a  fiill  compensation  for  his  services  as  warrant  clerk  and 
clerk  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mb.  Cbbioh— I  move  to  reject  It. 

Mb.  pBBsooTT—In  framing  the  resolution  yesterday,  I  was  not  aware  thai 
our  warrant  clerk  was  attached  to  a  committee.    I  thought  his  duties  wtn 
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fhnptj  to  attend  to  tbe  disbnraement  of  tbe  money  of  the  General  Aseemblj, 
but  I  find  be  is  clerk  of  the  Ck>mmlttee  on  Finance,  and  is,  therefore,  doing  the 
worlc  of  two  clerks ;  and  had  I  beeen  aware  of  it,  I  should  have  excepted 
him.    As  &r  as  I  am  concerned,  I  think  the  reqnest  is  reasonable. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  a  resolution,  that  no  more  changes  be  made  in  the  sala- 
ries of  olBcers  and  employ^,  wlthont  a  suspension  of  the  rnles. 

Mb.  Gbbioh— I  moTe  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Lost  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Michel  offi»red  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee  on  Internal 
ImproTements,  to  whom  was  referred  the  investigation  of  the  affairs  of 
fbe  New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad  Company,  to  report  before  Tues- 
day, January  10th. 

Ml.  Peabsox — I  would  state,  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  Is  rick, 
and  he  has  much  forormation  and  many  documents  relating  to- the  company. 

Mb.  MicHBir— This  was  one  of  the  first  things  referred  to  the  committee  and 
they  haye  reported  on  every  thing  else. 

Mr.  Pbabsox— The  gentleman  referred  me  to  the  mayor  of  Carrollton  for 
{nformatton,  which  was  not  received  until  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  the  diair* 
man  being  sick,  the  committee  have  not  had  a  meeting  since. 

The  speaker  designated  Mr.  Pearson  as  acting  chairman  of  the  eommittee, 
and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  joint  resolution  was  presented,  authorising  the  state  treasurer  and  tax 
collector  to  receive  the  now  outstanding  State  warrants  in  payment  of 
taxes. 

Mr.  Folbt— That  is  entirely  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  the  State  is  obliged 
to  receive  these  warrants  in  payment  of  Its  debts. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  theresolntion  passed  on  first  reading,  when 
the  rules  were  again  suspended  to  put  it  on  second  reading. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  An  amendment  is  necessary  to  this 
resolution,  that  is,  it  is  necessary  to  strike  out  the  words  **  now  outstanding," 
otherwise  the  treasurer  will  only  receive  those  warrants  paid  out  on  Uit 
week  last,  and  will  refuse  to  receive  those  which  may  hereafter  be  issued. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  when  the  resolution  was  adopted,  as  was  the 
case  on  third  reading — the  rules  having  been  again  suspended. 

Mb.  Bavm— I  now  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  proceed  to  tbe  election  of 
sergeant-at-arms. 

The  motion  was  carried,  whereupon  Messrs.  0- Conner  and  Terrebonne 
were  nominated. 

Mr.  Foi^t— I  consider  the  nomination  of  an  honorable  gentleman  of  this 
House  (Mr.  O'Conner),  to  the  office  of  sergeant-at-arms,  to  be  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  gross  insult  to  this  Bouse. 

Mb.  0*Connbb— I  decline  the  nomination. 
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Mr.  Peabsox— I  move  that  Mr.  Terrebonne  be  declared  sergeant-atftnns 
by  acclamatioo. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  report,  on  behalf  of  the  Gob- 
mittee  on  Unfloished  Business,  that  we  have  prepared  a  sufficient  amoont  of 
.  work  to  engage  the  House  for  probably  a  week  to  come.  The  House  cma 
accordingly  proceed  with  the  regular  routine  at  once. 

Mr.  Boudreaux :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  loyal  planters  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

The  Judiciary  Committee :  Acts  to  amend  articles  275,  280,  413, 676  of  the 
Code  of  PracUce. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  State,  and  the  Hon. 
John  Foley's  substitute  thereto,  were  taken  up. 

Mb.  Chambeblain— It  is  necessary,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  House  to  go  Into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  to  discuss  this  matter. 

Mb.  Setmodb— Thirty  or  forty  bills  have  the  precedence  of  these,  and  I 
cannot  understand  by  what  right  they  are  now  intruded  upon  the  House. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— The  different  bilU  have  been  registered  by  the  clerk 
as  presented  to  this  House,  and  the  committtee  have  arranged  bills  in  that 
order  as  indicated.  The  gentleman's  misapprehension  grows  out  of  the  (act 
that  the  rules  have  been  constantly  suspended,  to  allow  the  passage  of  bills. 

Mb.  Pearson— I  move  that  the  matter  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mb.  Setmoub— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foley — ^The  rules  must  be  suspended  before  the  House  can  regularly 
entertain  that  question.  It  is  a  rule  of  this  House  that  the  business  of  last 
session  must  have  the  precedence  of  any  other. 

Mb.  Chambbrijiin — I  move  we  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  discuss 
this  bill. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Hon.  F.  G.  Chamberlain  took  the  chair. 

Mb.  Crbigh— I  move  the  rejection  of  both  bills. 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  that  the  House  rise  and  report  pro- 
gress. My  reasons  for  making  this  motion  are  simply  these :  both  of  these 
bills  are  now  before  the  House,  but  there  is  so  great  a  discrepancy  between 
the  provisions  of  them  that  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  reconcile  them,  at  the 
present  moment.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  best  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to 
a  special  committee,  who  can  present  the  two  bills  in  one,  or  frame  a  new 
one,  embracing  all  the  desirable  provisions  of  both. 

The  bills  are  good  enough  as  far  as  they  go,  but  they  do  not  reach  every 
business—as  any  one,  observing  them  carefully,  must  see.  I,  therefore,  think 
that  the  House  would  save  much  time  by  adopting  the  motion  I  now  make, 
that  the  House  rise,  report  progress,  and  direct  its  chairman  to  recommend 
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ike  appoiotment,  bj  the  speaker,  of  a  committee  of  Berea,  to  draw  ap  a 
rereoae  bill. 

The  mokioD  waa  carried,  aod  acted  upon  accordingly. 

A  meeoige  ft  om  the  Senate  annouaoed  the  signiog,  by  the  president  thereof, 
of  the  appropriation  bill. 

Mb.  Howxs— I  move  a  8uq>enaionof  the  mles,  to  take  op  the  land  improTe- 
mentbill. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  aod  the  original  motion  thereapon  carried, 
when,  for  the  information  of  the  Hoase,  the  substitute  was  read. 

Mb.  BinuuB>-Mr.  Speaker :  There  has  been  no  printed  copy  of  this  bill 
before  the  House,  and  it  seems  to  me  very  strange  that  so  desperate  a  more 
b  being  made  to  rush  so  important  a  bill  as  this  through  this  Houset 

Tea  Spbakbr— The  gentleman  will  come  to  order.  There  is  so  much  noise 
and  eonftision  in  the  House,  that  I  am  obliged  to  direct  the  sergeant-at-arms 
to  take  charge  of  any  member  who  reiVises  to  obey  our  mlev,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  arrest  him.    [Applause.] 

Ma.  Lkw»— I  call  upon  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  pronounce  this  act  unconsti* 
totional,  in  view  of  article  121  of  the  constitution.  If  gentlemen  wish  to 
secede  and  thus  pass  this  bill,  they  can  do  so,  but  I  am  not  quite  secesrionlst 
dKmgh  to  join  them. 

Tbs  Spxak£B^-I  understand  that  this  bill  is  to  be  taken  up  section  by  sec- 
tion, and  I  shall,  under  that  resolution,  permit  discussion  accordingly. 

Ma.  FoLKT^I  object  to*  the  entire  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  believe  it  is 
nnconstitutional.  1  offer  a  substitute  for  it,  entitled  '*An  act  to  fkcllitate  the 
works  of  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  Company.'' 

Ma.  PoTNOT — I  move  that  the  reading  of  the  substitute  be  suspended  until 
a  hundred  copies  of  it  are  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  company 

The  motion  was  tabled  and  the  substitute  thereupon  read— its  adoption 
being  moved,  as  was  its  rejection. 

Ma.  CHAMBERL4iN~Mr.  Speaker :  I  object  to  the  bill,  as  according  to  our 
roles,  it  is  considertsd  adopted  if  no  objection  is  made. 

I  object  in  the  first  place,  because  our  constitution  provides  that  no  corpb- 
ration  shall  be  established  by  special  laws.  If  you  turn  to  article  121  of  the 
constitution,  which  says,  **  Corporations  shall  not  be  created  in  this  State  by 
special  laws,  except  for  political  or  municipal  purposes ;  but  the  Legislature 
shall  provide  by  general  laws  for  the  organization  of  all  other  corporations, 
except  corporations  with  banking  or  discount  privilege^  the  creation,  renewal 
or  extension  of  which  is  hereby  prohibited,"  you  will  see  that  I  am  right 

Perhaps  some  gentleman  will  declare  this  company  is  to  be  founded  I6r 
political  purposes.  Let  us  look  at  the  definition  of  a  political  corporation. 
Artide  420,  of  the  Civil  Code  declares  that  **  Corporations  are  of  two  kinds- 
political  and  municipal.  Political  corporations  are  those  which  have  for 
their  object  the  administration  of  a  portion  of  the  State." 
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Now,  sir,  there  is  no  8ach  thing  us  a  political  corporation  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  never  was.  The  only  corporation  of  that  character 
in  North  America,  is  the  Hndson  Baj  Company ;  although  I  believe  there 
waa  a  North  Western  For  Company,  amoonting  to  the  sane  thing  ;  the  East 
India  Company  is  another  example  coming  nnder  this  liead.  These  oorpo* 
ratiQUB  are  those  to  which  are  handed  over  a  portion  of  the  State  for  govern- 
ment, and  I  trust  there  is  no  gentleman  npon  this  floor— as  has  beim  already 
remarked— who  is  so  much  of  a  secessionist  as  to  wish  to  give  over  a  portion 
of  thli  State  to  some  other  power.  The  Confederacy  already  povessee  a 
part  of  it,  and  the  remainder  of  it  Is  not  large  enough  for  its  loyal  inhab- 
itants. I  presume  that  tiiere  is  no  one  upon  this  floor  so  ignorant  as  not  to 
understand  what  is  meant  by  the  term  *^  mnnicipal  "  corporations,  the  por- 
pofe  of  which  is  to  more  perfectly  carry  on  and  govern  society. 

Aflrain,  the  bill  is  contrary  to  article  124  of  the  constitution,  whi<^  says : 
**  Taxation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  throughout  tiie  State.  All  property 
shall  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  its  value,  to  be  ascertained  by  law.  The 
Greneral  Assembly  sliall  have  power  to  exempt  from  taxation  property 
actually  used  for  church,  school,  or  charitable  purposes."  But  tht'se  gentle- 
men propose  to  exempt  from  taxation,  property  worth  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars,  for  the  period  of  ten  years.  I  am  only  surprised  at  their  modeaty 
In  asking  for  so  short  a  term  as  they  have. 

It  is  also  contrary  to  article  127  of  the  comititution,  which  directs  that 
*'  none  of  the  lands  granted  by  Congress  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  aiding 
in  constructing  the  necessary  levees  and  drains  to  reclaim  the  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  in  the  State,  shall  be  diverted  from  the  purposes  for  whieb 
they  were  granted." 

It  is  also  contrary  to  article  144,  of  the  constitution  ;  thus  we  see  that  it  is 
in  direct  contravention  of  no  less  than  four  different  articles  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  1864,  as  it  also  is  of  the  statute  of  1857,  providing  the  manner  In 
which  corporations  shall  be  established.  If  these  gentlemen  are  so  aoxlooi 
to  organize  ibis  corporation,  why  don't  they  do  so  according  to  law,  and  not 
try  to  rush  a  bill  of  this  unlawful  tenor  through  this  Honse.i 

If  I  rightly  understand  the  purport  of  Hie  substitute,  it  is  merely  an 
amendment  to  some  act  which  has  already  passed.  Now  that  substitute 
must  be  elf  arly  contrary  to  article  118,  of  the  constitution,  which  provides 
that  **  every  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  shall  embrace  but  one  object, 
and  that  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title  ; "  it  is  also  just  as  clearly  contrary 
to  article  119,  of  the  constitution,  which  reads,  *'  no  law  shall  be  revived  or 
amended  by  reference  to  its  title :  but  in  toch  case,  the  act  revived,  or  see- 
tion  amended,  shall  be  re-enacted  and  published  at  length."  Why  do  not  the 
gentlemen  comply  with  the  directions  of  these  sections,  by  rehearsing  Uie 
whole  act  of  incorporation,  that  we  may  understand  what  it  is,  and  also  by 
arranging  the  whole  under  proper  titles  f 
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I  think,  rir,  wiihoat  occupying  the  time  of  this  House  farther,  that  it  is 
your  daty  to  declare  this  bill  unconstitutional  and  out  of  order,  thus  obliging 
the  parties  interested  in  obtaining  an  act  of  incorporation  to  proceed  accord- 
log  to  that  law,  which  is  clearly  laid  down  in  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Looit- 
iaoa,  1856,  page  112.  I  think  that  these  parties  have  no  right  to  bring  np 
igain  this  bill,  which  has  already  cost  the  State  at  large  a  great  expenditure 
of  money,  and  been  t6  ourselves  a  source  of  continual  trouble  and  vexation, 
all  to  no  purpose  whatsoever,  for  the  Senate  will  condemn  it  as  unconstitu- 
tional and  out  of  order,  as  we  might  as  well  do  before  proceeding  farther. 

Mb.  Prcscott— Mr.  Speaker :  The  fact  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  first 
bill  is  admitted.  We  discovered  that  ourselves,  and  did  not  need  the  great 
acumen  of  the  last  speaker  to  detect  it  But  I  contend  that  the  substitute  is 
perfectly  constitutional,  and  need  only  to  say,  in  support  of  this  ground,  that 
it  was  drawn  up  by  three  or  four  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  this  State. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Article  124,  sir? 

Mb.  Prbbcott— That  was  consulted,  and  the  original  bill  found  to  conflict 
therewith ;  but  I  claim  that  all  objections  to  the  substitute  are  wholly  unten- 
able. The  fact  is— though  probably  but  few  are  aware  of  it— that  the  com- 
pany have  gone  before  a  notary  public,  and  are  even  now  regularly  organ- 
ized. It  is,  at  the  present  time,  operating  with  two  steamers,  a  saw  mill,  and 
several  other  like  accessories,  on  that  large  portion  of  this  tract— or,  to  speak 
more  accurately,  of  an  adjoining  tract — which  they  have  purchased  at  private 
sale.  As  they  have  complied  with  this  very  article  of  the  constitution,  I  do 
not  see  any  illegality  whatsoever  in  their  proceedings.  The  first  bill  was  not 
drawn  np  by  a  lawyer— only  by  a  student  at  law*-and  on  comparing  it  with 
^e  existing  acts,  we  -found  it  confiicted  with  them ;  though,  by  repealing 
certain  portions  of  them,  the  object  might  yet  be  accomplished.  I  did  not 
notice  any  conflict  with  the  constitution,  but  Gen.  Swift  did,  and  pointed  out 
a  method  of  avoiding  it,  with  which  others,  as  well  as  myself,  coincided. 

The  substitute  does  not  partake  of  the  objectionable  character  of  the 
original  bill,  as  it  restricts  the  company  to  forty-five  years  enjoyment  of  their 
franchise ;  makes  it  pay  for  lands  as  soon  as  occupied,  or  when  brought 
iioder  cultivation ;  obliges  it  to  give  bonds  and  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  whole  amount  Whenever,  under  this  substitute,  a  tract  is  sold,  or  per- 
manently occupied,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  timber  off  and  preparing 
it  for  cultivation,  a  certain  sum  must  be  paid  ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  ten 
years,  the  whole  must  be  settled  for,  though  the  company  has  the  privilege 
of  paying  for  any  portion  by  installmentB,  during  this  period.  According  to 
this  act,  the  State  receives  a  lien  on  the  land ;  and  I,  for  one,  cannot  see  any 
objection  whatever  to  the  project  I  am  willing  to  sell  my  land,  as  are 
laany  others  that  belonging  to  them,  provided  we  can  be  secured  by  a  lien  ; 
and.  as  the  State  asks  nothing  more  than  this,  I  cannot  understand  how  it 
can  be  injured  by  an  operation  of  this  kind. 
Hl7 
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The  other  points  which  the  opponents  of  the  bill  have  advanced,  I  do  no^ 
consider  worthy  any  consideration. 

I  trust  that  the  House  will  not  take  advantage  of  any  slight  irregularity 
which  the  bill  may  contain,  as  its  object  is  a  truly  worthy  ode— nothing  less 
than  the  development  of  the  resources  of  our  State.  These  can  be  in  no  way 
made  available,  except  tiirough  the  instrumentality  of  large.companles.  We 
should  consider  that  a  new  era  is  now  being  inaugurated.  If  this  grand 
scheme  succeeds,  as  we  have  every  confidence  that  it  will,  numberless  others 
of  a  similar  character  will  be  undertaken,  whereby  the  latent  wealth  of  our 
soil  may  be  made  productive,  and  the  State  be  placed  in  that  rank  which  she 
should  hold  among  her  sisters.  We  surely  should  not  reject  any  measure 
which,  while  promising  some  return  to  private  individuals,  will  certainly 
^rove  of  so  great  benefit  to  the  State  at  large. 

The  State  has  utterly  foiled  in  her  attempts  to  reclaim  these  lands,  when 
rich  ;  can  she  do  it  now  ?  Where  the  State  fails,  can  an  individual  succeed  ? 
I  say  not ;  but  a  properly  constituted  company  can  work,  where  others  must 
and  will  foil.  Therefore  I  think  that  we  shall  do  a  great  act  of  justice  to 
the  people,  as  a  whole,  by  adopting  the  substitute  which  has  been  presented 
to  us.  If  these  lands  were  brought  under  cultivation,  or  if  there  was  a  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  its  being  done,  every  acre  would  more  than  pay  the 
price  which  the  fee  simple  of  other  lands  of  a  similar  character  is  worth  ; 
but  if  the  effort  to  bring  about  this  result  fails,  no  similar  project  will  be 
attempted,  and  the  State  will  remain  in  ber  present  third  rate  position- 
though  I  doubt  if  she  does  not  rather  hold  a  sixth  rate  one.  We  all  wish 
her  to  hold  a  first  rate  rank  in  ttis  Union,  which  can  only  be  done  by  avail- 
ing ourselves  of  every  entertainable  means  of  developing  her  resources. 

Mb.  Lewis— Notwithstanding  the  talented  lawyers  of  whom  the  gentleman 
has  so  eloquently  spoken  and  his  plausible  apostrophe,  I  renew  and  call  for 
my  motion  to  reject 

Mb.  Boudreaux— Mr.  Speaker :  If  my  recollection  serves  me  right,  one 
clause  of  this  bill  provides  that  this  company  shall  have  the  right  of  collect- 
ing a  certain  amount  per  ton  on  all  vessels  which  may  paPs  through  the  locks* 
canals,  etc,  which  are  to  be  built ;  also,  that  the  country  through  which  these 
floodgates,  etc.,  are  erected,  shall  bear  a  certain  proportion  of  the  expense 
incident  upon  their  construction.  This  clause  includes  Bayou  Lafourche, 
and  as  that  is  sufficiently  navigable  at  the  present  tim ',  I  protest  most 
emphatically  against  laying  any  heavier  burden  of  taxation  upon  that  already 
tax-ridden  community,  in  order  that  some  other  part  of  the  State  may  receive 
the  exclusive  benefit  thereof.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  the  bill  if  some  slight 
amendments  should  be  accepted,  and  therefore  hope  it  will  pass  to  a  second 
reading,  in  order  that  they  may  be  Incorporated  therewith. 

Mr.  Foiet— I  understand,  sir,  that  this  is  the  third  reading,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  offered  to  a  bill  on  thiid  reading. 
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Thb  SPEAK£a->That  U  clear. 

Mb.  Chambkrlun— Amendments  offi^ed,  or  sabstitates  for  a  bill  on  third 
readiDg,  most  be  read  three  times.  The  substitate  is,  therefore,  on  the  first 
reading. 

Mb.  Danel— Mr.  Speaker :  This  company,  as  it  is  called,  possesses  nothing 
like  the  means  necessary  to  carry  out  an  enterprize  of  this  magnitude.  They 
only  have  capital  enough  to  build  one  or  two  sawmills,  and  as  both  the 
general  and  state  governments  have  failed  in  their  attempt  to  achieve  this 
ttune  proposed  end,  I  very  strongly  believe  that  the  only  real  object  of  this 
company  is  to  cut  and  pocket  the  proceeds  from  the  cutting  of  the  timber 
growing  upon  these  lands. 

Mr.  CHRismB— Mr.  Speaker :  Tou  have  already  decided  that  this  bill  has 
been  only  read  for  information,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  conceive  the  pro- 
priety or  necessity  of  discussing  it  at  the  present  time. 

The  Speaker— Discussion  is  allowed  on  the  motion  to  reject. 

Mr.  Lewis— -According  to  the  originators  of  the  bill.  It  sinned,  and  the 
child  must  sulTer  for  the  sins  of  the  parent 

Mr.  BBBCiKENBiDOE  >Mr.  Speaker :  I  much  regret  seeing  this  honorable 
House  occupying  so  much  time  in  the  discussion  of  so  small  a  matter  as  this 
bill,  and  more  especially  so,  since  we  have  much  other  business  of  greater 
importance  to  transact 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill,  for  the  reason  that  I  think  we  had  much  better 
let  the  swamp  lands  alone,  and  endeavor  to  reclaim  uplands  from  the  guer- 
rillas who  now  infest  them,  leaving  the  lowlands  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Foley — ^That  motion  cannot  now  be  made,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a 
qaestion  now  pending  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Cdamberlain— I  believe  I  have  the.  closing  of  the  debate,  which  I  beg 
leave  to  defer  until  our  next  session. 

Mb.  Fqlet— I  call  for  the  question  on  the  rejection  of  the  bilL 

The  Speaker — Are  you  ready  for  the  question,  gentlemen  ? 

Mr.  Chambbruuk— No,  sir.  I  wish  to  speak  on  this  question  on  another  day. 

The  Speaker— I  shall  order  roll-call  on  the  question  of  adjournment 

Mr.  Folet— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  as  I  believe  the  motion 
to  adjourn  is  not  in  order. 

The  chair  was  sustained— yeas  22,  nays  5. 

Mr.  Foley— There  is  no  quorum.    Gall  the  House. 

On  motion  carried,  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  of  Monday,  the  9th 
Instant 

MoKDAY,  January  9, 1865. 
The  House  met,  pursuant  to  <i4joumment 
yr.  Presoott  offered  the  following  resolution : 
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Besolvedf  That  all  papers  belonging  to  absent  members  be  retained  for 
their  nse,  and  held  enbject  to  denpand.  If  not  called  for,  such  papers  shall 
be  the  perquisites  of  the  messengers ;  and  any  officer  of  this  House  appro- 
priating such  papers  to  his  own  use,  shall  be  dismissed. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Prescott  presented  the  following  resoluUon : 

JResolved,  That  an  Inquiry  be  made  into  certain  appointments  made  by  U. 
D.  Terrebonne,  sergeant-at-arms  —such  appointments  not  meeting  the  appro- 
bation of  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

Tabled. 

Mr.  Foley  presented  the  following  resolution : 

Besdved,  That  the  employes  of  this  House  during  its  first  session,  be  con- 
tinued during  the  present  session. 

Rejected. 

Mr.  Laster— I  moTe  that  the  appointments  made  by  the  sergeant-at-arms 
be  confirmed. 

Mr.  Prkscoit— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Lost,  and  motion  carried. 

The  Committee -on  Auditing  and  Superrising  the  AiTairs  of  Ae  House, 
reported  that  they  had  audited  bills  to  the  amount  of  $728  95. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— As  chairman  of  the  special  oomnuttee  on  the  police  bQl, 
I  report  progress. 

Mr.  Folbt—I  move  the  report  be  rejected,  and  the  committee  discharged. 
They  have  had  the  bill  before  them  for  the  last  month. 

Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  will  state,  the  committee  had  a  meeting  this  morning, 
and  by  next  Wednesday  we  shall  be  able  to  make  an  elaborate  report 

Mr.  Folbt— I  withdraw  my  motion,  then. 

Mr.  Laster— This  being  the  day  appointed,  I  move  we  go  into  an  election 
for  United  States  senator. 

Carried. 

The  members  of  the  Senate  were  received,  and  Lieutenant  Grovernor  Wells 
took  the  chair. 

The  roll  being  called,  24  members  of  the  Senate  and  68  members  of  the 
House  responded. 

Lieut.  Gov.  Wells — The  General  Assembly,  in  joint  session,  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  elect  a  United  States  senator,  whose  term  of  service  will  commence 
on  the  4th  of  March  next,  and  continue  six  years. 

His  excellency.  Governor  Hahn,  and  Hon.  Charles  Smith  were  nominated. 

The  roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result : 

GOV.  HAHN.     HON.  C  SMITH. 

Senators 23  1 

Representatives 69  1 

92  2 
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The  Hon.  Michael  Habn  was  therefore,  duly  elected,  and  on  motion,  de- 
clared the  nnaninioos  choice  of  the  Greneral  Afisembly. 

Mr.  SitMOUR— I  move  thht  a  committee  of  five  from  tlie  House  and  four 
from  the  Senate  he  appointed  to  wait  on  his  excellency,  the  governor,  and 
inform  him  of  his  election.  ^ 

Mr.  Montamat— I  move,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  request  Governor  Hahn  to  address  the  General  Assembly  immediately. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  and  the  motion  carried. 

The  Tollowing  gentlemen  were  appointed :  Senate—Messrs.  Jones,  HillSy 
Benson,  Barrett.  House—Messrs.  Seymour,  Laloire,  St  Martin.  Foley, 
Bouligny,  Robinson,  Baum. 

The  committee  conducted  Hon.  Michael  Hahn  to  the  platform,  who,  on 
being  called  upon,  spoke  as  |bllows  : 

Mr.  President,  Mr,  Speaker,  cmd  gentlemen  of  ihe  Senate  and  House  cf  Re- 
preseniatives  :  The  compliment  which  you  have  conferred  upon  me  this  day, 
IS  one  which  I  feel  in  my  heart  I  do  not  deserve.  There  are  other  gentle- 
men, distinguished  loyal  citizens  of  Louisiana,  who  could  represent  you  more 
worthily  than  myself  in  the  highest  legislative  body  known  upon  the  face  of 
earth.  I  accept  the  position  which  you  have-  conferred  upon  me  with  ex- 
treme diffidence,  perfectly  conscious  of  my  inability  to  dp  justice  to  the  con^ 
fidence  which  my  fellow-citizens  have  reposed  in  me.  But,  fellow-citizens, 
although  my  abilities  may  be  feeble,  and  unequal  to  the  emergencv,  I  asstire 
you  that  my  heart  is  full  of  the  good  cause,  and  I  am  determined  to  repre- 
lent  you  as  worthily  as  my  abilities  and  my  heart  will  allow.       [Applause.] 

In  selecting  me  you  hare  endorsed  the  principles  of  which  I  have  been 
made,  unwillingly,  so  far  as  1  am  personaljv  concerned,  the  champion  in 
this  State.  Well  do  I  remember,  on  the  Ist  of  February  of  last  year,  of  ad'lres- 
sing  my  fellow-citizens  in  this  very  room,  when  I  was  nominated  to  the  exalted 
position,  to  which  I  was  subsequently  elected,  as  Governor  of  this  State.  I 
tlK^n  made  a  declaration,  which  I  can  say  before  Heaven  and  my  fellow  men, 
I  have  faithfully  carried  out  '  [Applause.]  That  was,  that  if  I  was  elected 
Governor,  from  the  day  of  my  inauguration  there  should  not  be  a  slave  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana.    [Loud  cheers.] 

For  the  success  of  that  principle  I  have  labored,  but  I  have  not  been  alone. 
Tou  have  given  me  a  wilhng  and  patriotic  hand  in  this  good  work,  and  when 
the  day  of  reclioning  comes,  every  true  Union  and  Free  State  man  of  Louis- 
iana shall  receive  that  which  is  justly  his  due.  [Cheers.]  If  there  is  any 
State  within  the  broad  limits  of  our  glorioos  Union  that  should  be  dear 
to  patriots,  it  is  the  State  of  Louisiana.  She  has  suffered  more  and  made 
greater  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of  the  Union,  than  any  other  State.  There  are 
&ces  around  me  here  to-dav,  that  are  the  best  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this 
assertion.  Look  at  your  distinguished  lieutenant  governor — a  man  who, 
exiled  fh)m  the  wealth  and  cpmfort  at  his  own  home  on  the  banks  of  Red 
river,  has  given  up  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  property 
—given  up  the  institution  of  slavery  in  which  he  was  reared — given  up 
everything  for  the  sake  of  that  country,  whose  power  and  glory  is  repre- 
sented in  the  beautiful  flag  which  ornaments  this  town.  I  see  throughout  this 
hall  men  fh>m  all  parts  of  Louisiana,  who  have  made  similar  sacrifices,  and  I 
bail  you  each  and  every  one  as  a  4>rother  in  this  great  cause,  and  ask  you  to 
stand  by  me  until  it  is  triumphant,  and  nothing  but  the  Union  thought  of 
or  supported.    [Applause.] 
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Mtowcitizeiw— With  a  fwe  State  permanently  organized  and  securely 
establislied,  at  the  month  of  this  great  river,  slavery  will  die  throughout  the 
country.  Slavery  could  not  exist  in  any  of  the  Southern  States,  if  Louisiana 
was  recognized  and  maintained  as  a  free  State,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
result  of  this  war.  This  will  be  the  great  outlet  to  all  the  commerce  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  surrounding  inland  States.  This  will  be  the  place  to 
which  emigration  will  tend ;  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one,  in  any 
neighboring  State,  to  preserve  the  institution,  when  there  was  a  door  opened 
to  the  slaves  in  the  great  city  of  New  Orleans  and  State  of  Louisiana. 

But,  gentlemen,  I  did  not  come  here  with  a  view  of  addressing  vou.  I  feel 
that  the  solemnity  and  importance  of  the  occasion  which  has  called  me  here 
'Would  require  from  me  more  consideration  and  arrangement  of  my  remarks ; 
but  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  distinguished,  yet  unmerited  compliment, 
you  have  paid  me.  The  honor  which  you  have  done  me  to-day  is  one  which, 
each  of  you  can  safely  affirm,  I  did  not  ask  for.  [Applause.]  It  is,  there- 
fore, the  more  highly  appreciated,  and  fills  me  with  increased  determination 
to  come  up  to  your  expectations,  and  be,  as  far  as  heart  and  mind  will  enablci 
a  true  and  worthy  representative  of  this  Legislature  and  this  glorious  State. 
[Great  applause.] 

The  Senate  then  withdrew,  and  the  House,  on  motion,  adjourned  untU  the 
usual  hour,  Tuesday. 

Tuesday,  January  10, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursusuit  to  a^ournment,  Hon.  John  Foley  presiding. 

Mr.  Tully  presented  the  following  resolution : 

Whereast  The  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  has  refused  to  pay  cer- 
tain warrants  drawn  on  the  treasury  by  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  for 
the jp«r  diem  of  members  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  ;  and 

Wf^ereast  There  is  now,  in  the  treasury,  money  appertaining  to  the  gen- 
eral ftind  of  the  State ; 

Be  U  Iher^ore  resolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
speaker  of  this  House  to  examine  into  this  abuse  of  authority  and  self- 
usurpation  of  power. 

Resolution  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  submitted  a  report  relative  to 
hiring  buildings  for  the  use  of  State  offices,  186  and  188  Gravier  street,  and 
recommended  the  renting  of  two  buildings,  for  the  purpose,  at  a  rent  of 
$1200  each.  » 

Mb.  HARNi>{-— I  move  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee, 
for  them  to  ascertain  if  one  building  will  not  answer  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Boveb— One  of  these  buildings  will  not  be  sufficient  to  accommodate 
all  these  offices.  There  are  four  vaults  in  the  two  buildings,  and  there  wx>uld 
be  but  two  in  one  of  them.  The  upper  portion  of  the  building  will  have  to 
be  used  for  the  library.  These  are  excellent  buildings,  and  cheaper  than 
any  others  that  can  be  found.  The  rent  is  but  $1200  each,  while  they  used 
to  bring  $3000  each  per  annum.    • 

Mr.  Sbtmour-^I  believe  they  can  get  along  with  one  building.  In  the 
present  building  they  have  not  a  single  vault,  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
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bailding  is  occupied  bj  shoemakers.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the 
report  and  accompanying  resolution  back  to  the  committee. 

Uotion  to  refer  carried. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  certain  persons  to 
construct  a  steamboat  canal  from  Vermillion  Bay  to  Sabine  river,  at  a  point 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Neches,  in  Texas." 

Mr.  Breckenridge  :  *'  An  act  granting  bounties  of  lands  and  money  to  all 
those  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  who  may  hereafter  volunteer  in  the  United 
States  army." 

Mr.  Chrisiie :  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  state  treasurer  to  receive  expense 
warrants  in  payment  for  State  lands  sold,  and  for  other  dues  to  the  State." 

Mr.  Seymour,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  gave  notice  thut 
be  will  introduce  the  following  bills : 

"  Acta  to  amend  articles  634,  635.  646  and  647,  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

The  Senate  bill  relative  to  practitioners  of  medicine,  was  adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  governor  to  appoint 
a  committee  composed  of  members  of  the  bar,  to  harmonize  and  revise  the 
Civil  Code  and  Code  of  Practice,  was  rejected. 

The  bill  to  make  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  presiden- 
tial electors  of  $450,  or  such  part  of  it  as  might  be  required,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Seymocr— I  move  to  reject 

Mr.  Christie— The  custom  has  always  beeu  to  pay  the  mileage  of  these 
gentlemen  and  their  incidental  expenses.  The  amount  is  small  and  I  think 
it  would  be  highly  improper  to  reject  the  bill.  In  former  times  as  high  as 
$2000  have  been  granted  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Seymour— If  these  gentleman  had  been  elected  up  in  the  parishes  and 
came  down  here,  I  should  have  had  no  objection ;  but  they  came  from  New 
Orleans,  with  but  one  exception,  Mr.  Scbaffer  of  Carrollton.  If  he  has  not 
the  funds  to  pay  his  way  down  here,  I  would  cheerfully  advance  it. 

Mr.  Christie— That  maybe  applicable  to  Mr.  Sohaffer,  but  it  is  not  to  Judge 
Relden,  who  came  from  Lafourche.  It  is  possible  he  was  here  on  business, 
but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  ease.  I  do  not  know  that  he  asks  for  a 
cent,  but  some  of  the  gentlemen  do  ask  for  the  payment  of  their  expenses, 
and  be  it  much  or  little,  there  should  be  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Bregkrnridoe— I  think  the  honor  of  casting  a  vote  for  "  Old  Abe,"  is 
a  sufficient  compensation. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden— I  think  this  a  fair  and  just  bill,  and  do  not  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  a  majority  of  this  House  is  disposed  to  deprive  these  gentle- 
men of  the  mileage  due  them.  Such  an  appropriation  has  been  made  ever 
since  Louisiana  has  been  a  Stati.  Whether  the  men  were  present  in  the  city 
on  the  day  of  election,  or  reside  here,  is  a  question  altogether  fbreign  to  this 
bill.    Some  of  them  are  ftom  parishes  beyond  the  Federal  occupation,  and 
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have  he^n  obliged  to  leave  their  homes,  and  are  living  here  temporarilj. 
Ab  thej  have  been  elected  from  these  paristies,  is  it  not  a  great  hardship  to 
deprive  them  of  their  just  claim  as  presidential  electors  ?  I  saj  they  are 
entitled  to  it  We  have  a  new  order  of  things  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  not  violate  or  disregard  the  usages  so  long 
established  in  the  State.  The  amount  is  small  indeed,  and  reference  to 
legislative  acts  will  show  that  appropriations  have  been  made  far  exceed- 
ing this. 

Mr.  Setmodr— It  should  be  remembered  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
served  as  elector— the  sheriff  of  Orleans — receives  about  $40,000  a  year ; 
another,  the  sheriff  of  Jefferson  receives  some  $12,000,  and  every  one  of 
these  men  hold  good  positions,  even  down  to  Judge  Belden,  who  had  been 
here  a  week  before  his  election,  consequently  he  did  not  come  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  do  not  think  the  gentlemen  need  the  money,  and  we  need  not  make 
any  such  appropriation. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  lost — ^yeas  26,  nays  38. 

An  act  to  amend  article  3501  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana  was  adopted. 

An  act  to  amend  clause  16  of  article  3522  of  the  Civil  Code  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  that  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land 
Improvement  bill  be  now  taken  up. 

The  Speaker  pro  ienu— It  is  for  the  House  to  decide  whether  or  Jiot  the 
bill  is  to  come  up  as  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAiN—That  cannot  be.  The  substitute  is  a  new  bill,  offered 
this  session,  and  cannot  come  up  till  all  the  business  of  the  last  session  is  dis- 
posed of. 

A  call  of  the  House  being  demanded,  sixty-one  members  responded  to 
their  names. 

Mr.  Prbscott — I  contend  that  the  Land  Improvement  bill  is  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  substitute  has  been  adopted,  and  inherits  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— The  substitute  has  not  been  adopted ;  it  was  merely 
presented. 

Mr.  Prbscott— Whether  it  is  or  not,  I  contend  that  it  has  the  rights  of  the 
original  bill.  No  bill  ever  presented  to  this  House  has  met  with  more  fac- 
tious and  malicious  opposition  than  this.  Neither  I,  nor  the  gentlemen  who 
support  It,  intend  to  be  defeated  by  any  malicious  opposition.  Whenever 
the  bill  has  come  up  for  consideration,  it  has  been  postponed  by  adjourn- 
ments, and  various  other  means.  This  bill  ought  to  be  considered,  in  place 
of  the  bill  for  which  it  is  a  substitute,  and  is  entitled  to  the  same,privil^ge8, 
which  I  claim  to  the  fullest  extent 

The  Speaker  pro  iem,—l  will  state  what  I  believe  to  be  the  correct  stage 
of  tlie  bill  at  the  present  time.  The  original  bill  was  on  its  third  reading, 
and  the  substitute  was  offered  during  its  passage.    It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
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substitute  takes  the  course  of  the  bill  on  its  third  reading.  It  the  gentleman 
can  show  any  authority  by  which  he  can  sustain  his  opinion,  my  position  will 
have  to  be  reversed. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Jefferson's  Manual  says  that  amendments  to  a  bill  on 
its  second  reading  must  be  read  twice,  and  to  a  bill  on  its  third  reading, 
must  be  read  three  times.  In  regard  to  the  factious,  malicious  opposition  to 
the  bill,  allow  me  to  inform  the  gentleman  that  the  objections  have  been 
based  on  constitutional  grounds. 

Mr.  Seymour— 1  move  the  decision  of  the  chair  be  sustained. 

Thb  Speaker  pr0  iem.—l  will  state  that  amendments  have  been  offered 
here  to  nearly  every  bill,  and  have  never  been  read  but  once. 

The  chair  was  sustained— yeas  42,  nays  18. 

The  substitute  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Tclly— I  move  its  rejection. 

Mr.  Chamberiain — What  is  this  bill— a  bill  to  incorporate  the  company,  or 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  7  It  says  *'  to  fetcilitate  the  works  of  the  Bayou 
Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  Company.''  Then,  there  must 
be  such  a  company,  for  if  I  understand  the  English  language,  to  facilitate 
means  an  amendment  to  further  carry  out  or  amend  their  charter.  If  so,  it 
is  unconstitutional.  I  suppcse  I  shall  be  voted  down,  as  before.  It  took 
two  readings  to  find  out  the  other  was  unconstitutional,  and  I  presume  it  will 
take  tfbont  as  loq^  in  this  case.  Article  119  of  the  constitution  says,  "  no 
law  shall  be  revived  or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title ;  but  in  such  case 
the  act  revived  or  the  section  amended  shall  be  re-enacted  and  published  at 
length.''  Whero  is  the  charter  to  which  this  is  an  amendment?  The  bill 
provides  (hat  this  Land  Improvement  Company  shall  exist  for  forty-five  yearst 
positively  contrary  the  statute  which  says  **  no  corporate  body  shall  have  an 
existence  longer  than  twenty-five  years." 

The  Speaker  pro  tern. — Are  you  speaking  to  the  first  section  ?  The  bill  is 
to  be  taken  up  section  by  section. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— The  objection  to  the  whole  bill  applies  to  the  first 
section.  This  bill  does  not  tell  where  the  corporation  is,  or  any  thing  about 
it  Article  121  of  the  constitution  prohibits  the  introduction  of  a  bill  of 
this  character  into  the  Legislature  altogether.  We  have  no  right  to  tegislate 
by  any  special  law.  It  says,  *^  Corporations  shall  not  be  created  in  this  State 
by  special  laws."  Is  n9t  this  a  special  law  ?  It  also  says,  "  the  Legislature 
shall  provide  by  general  law  for  the  organization  of  all  other  corporations." 
We  have  such  a  law  in  the  statutes,  page  114. 

Article  118  say :  **  Every  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  shall  embrace 
bat  one  object,  and  that  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title."  There  is  neither 
object  nor  title  to  this  bill.  It  is  the  most  absurd  fiction  that  I  ever  saw  pre- 
sented to  any  legislative  body.  Fraud,  and  nothing  but  fraud,  is  exhibited 
on  the  face  of  it    There  is  nothing  plain  in  its  design  or  execution  but  fraud. 
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Mr.  Baum — ^I  move  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 
Mb.  Harnan— I  amend  to  to-night,  at  6  o'clock. 
Lost. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  nntil  to-morrow  was  also  lost— yeas  21  najs  28. 
Mr.  Prescott— As  to  the  constitntional  objections  raised  bj  my  illustrious 
ftiend,  he  is  like  the  Irish  schoolmaster  described  by  Groldsmith : 

"  In  argniiur.  the  priest  confessed  Us  skill. 

And  e'en  tnonfch  vanqnished,  he  could  argae  atUL*' 

He  has  not  met  me  with  arguments,  but-  with  sophistry ;  and  though  it  is  a 
chain  to  a  fool,  it  is  a  cobweb  to  a  man  of  intellect  The  gentleman  has 
made  an  assertion  which  I  will  answer  before  citing  the  constitution  on  this 
subject.  He  asserted  that  we  had  practically  admitted  the  constitutional 
objections,  to  this  bill,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  other.  I  well  recollect  on 
the  first  discussion  of  the  bill  no  constitutional  objections  were  raised  ;  even 
the  most  formidable  antagonist  raised  no  such  objeciion. 

I  admit  the  bill  was  unconstitutional,  but  it  was  not  called  in  question 
at  the  time.  The  gentleman  remind*  me  of  an  instance  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  where  Gen.  Cornwallis  fired  away  tor  two  days  at  Gen.  Washington's 
deserted,  aod  abandoned  breastworks.  I  am  about  as  much  damaged  by  the 
valuable  assertions  of  the  gentleman.. 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  this  bill  is  not  a  special  law,  neither  is  it  a  general 
law.  This  company  has  been  incorporated  before  a  notary  public,  and  is 
already  in  existence  and  operation.  Article  112  of  the  constlttttion  says: 
^*  The  Legislature  shall  not  have  power  to  grant  aid  Po  companies  or  associa- 
tions of  individuals,  except  to  charitable  associations,  and  to  such  companies 
or  associations  as  are  or  shall  be  formed  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  making 
works  of  internal  improvement,  wholly  or  partially  within  the  State,  to  the 
extent  only  of  one-fifth  of  the  cajmal  of  such  companies,  by  subscription  of 
stock  or  loan  in  money,  or  public  bouds ;  but  aid  thus  granted  shall  be  paid 
to  the  company  only  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  remainder  of  the  capital 
shall  be  actually  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  of  the  company ;  and  In  case  of 
loan,  such  adeqnate.security  shall  be  required  as  to  the  Legislature  may  seem 
proper.  No  corporation  or  individual  association,  receiving  the  aid  of  the 
State,  as  herein  provided,  shall  possess  banking  or  discounting  privileges." 

It  is  evident  the  meaning  of  this  clause  is,  that  the  State  may  not  only 
grant  permission  for  improvement  companies,  but  also  aid  them  by  subscrip- 
tions to  their  stock. 

If  the  gentleman  will  read  the  bill,  he  will  find  that  the  provision  of  Uie 
bill,  in  regard  to  security,  is  complied  with  to  the  fullest  extent  This  is  not 
a  banking  company,  but  simply  one  for  the  making  of  internal  improve- 
ments. Article  127  says,  that  the  lands  granted  the  State  by  Congress  shall 
not  be  diverted  from  Uie  purpose  for  which  they  were  granted.  We  do  not 
intend  to  divert  them  from  this  purpo5>e,  and  the  proceeds  will  be  legally 
disposed  of. 


DigitizecLby 


Google 


267 

Article  149  says :  **  All  rights,  actions,  prosecntions,  claims  and  contractSi 
as  well  of  indiTidnals  as  of  bodies  corporate,  and  all  laws  in  force  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  not  inconsistent  therewith,  shall 
ooDtinae  as  if  the  same  had  not  been  adopted.'' 

I  have  read  this  for  the  purpose  of  proving  one  point  This  Legfslaturo 
has  not  passed  any  general  law  on  the  subject  of  corporations,  and  there  is 
a  law  already  in  force  which  legalizes  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  That  law 
Ib  in  fill  force  until  repealed,  and  I  therefore  claim  the  protection  of  that 
law.  Corporations  of  this  character  are  not  only  fully  recognized,  but  there 
is  a  clause  of  the  constitution  which  provides  that  the  State  may  recognize 
them,  and  take  stoclc  in  them  to  the  extent  of  no  less  than  eight  millions 
of  dollars.  If  fuller  recognition  could  be  required,  I  cannot  see  where  it 
can  possibly  be  found. 

Mr.  Hawthorne— I  move  to  adjourn. 

Lost— yeas  22,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  think  I  have  successfully  and  triumphantly  disposed  of 
all  the  assertions  of  my  puny  opponents.  There  is  a  factious  and  malicious 
opposition,  as  I  have  stated,  to  this  bill,  although  it  is  clear  there  is  a  majority 
in  fkvor  of  it 

The  progress  of  the  bill  has  been  obstructed  by  adjournments  and  every 
stratagem  that  can  be  practiced,  but  I  ask  the  gentlemen  who  are  defending 
this  bill  with  me,  and  intend  to  vote  for  it,  if  they  will  allow  the  minority  to 
rule  them?  If  we  are  the  majority  on  this  question,  we  wish  to  have  our 
privileges,  and  will  have  them,  if  it  takes  six  months  to  gain  them. 

If  the  opposition  wish  to  discuss  it  section  by  section,  and  offer  amend- 
ments, we  will  adopt  them,  if  they  are  worthy ;  but  I  believe  there  is  too  much 
firmness,  independence  and  patriotism  in  the  majority,  to  allow  the  bill  to  be 
defeated  by  any  ungrounded  opposition  that  may  be  made.  If  the  opposition 
Is  fkir  and  legitimate,  it  will  be  met  in  the  same  manner ;  but  if  of  the 
character  already  indicated,  the  bill  will  be  kept  here  as  long  as  may  be 
necessary  to  overcome  It  * 

Mr.  Breckbxridoe— I  would  like  to  know  who  the  members  of  this  company 
are.  They  may  be  disloyalists,  aliens,  or  foreigners,  therefore  I  shall  not  vote 
for  them.  I  have  taken  the  iron-clad  oath,  and  will  never  support  a  man 
who  has  not  taken  it  I  am  here  to  defend  and  advance  the  rights  of  Louis- 
iana, and  not  those  of  persons  whom  I  do  not  know.  I  saw  in  the  commence- 
ment that  there  was  fraud  in  this-  bill.  They  first  tried  to  violate  the  consti- 
tation—that  which  we  have  sacrificed  our  lives  to  sustain,  and  now  they  have 
brought  in  another  bill,  which  it  is  pretended  is  constitutional,  but  I  shall 
oppose  it  to  the  last  I  have  fought  the  rebels,  and  I  will  fight  their  friends 
and  supporters.  I  want  to  know  what  I  am  voting  for,  when  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  are  so  intimately  concerned.  In  this 
bill  is  fhuid.    They  want  twenty  acres  front  on  the  canal,  and  then  they  say 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


268     • 

ihey  will  construct  a  road  twenty  feet  wide,  but  do  not  tell  as  how  long  it 
will  be  J  it  may  be  only  twenty  feet  long.  If  the  gentlemen  who  oppoBS 
this  bill  are  feeble  in  talent,  their  hearts  are  in  the  right  place,  and  that  fa 
the  principal  thing. 

Mr.  Christie— I  am  sorry  to  perceive  that  the  gentlemen  resort  to  unpar- 
liamentary practices,  in  the  same  breath  in  which  they  call  for  forbearance 
and  consideration  on  the  part  of  their  opponents.  I  hardly  supposed  thfa 
bill  would  arrive  at  that  state  where  it  would  create  animosity  and  conten- 
tion to  the  degree  which  has  been  evinced ;  but  I  am  glad  to  see  there  Is  so 
much  feeling,  devotion  and  patriotism  existing  in  this  House.  I  will  not 
accuse  the  gentlemen  of  any  Intentional  wrong  in  bringing  this  bill  before 
the  House,  v/hich  they  have  labored  for  with  an  amount  of  ingenuity  and  p^- 
severance  in  itself  highly  commendable  ;  but  I  believe  there  is  something 
involved  in  this  bill,  when  I  see  them  resort  to  measures  so  much  more  vio- 
lent and  denunciatory  than  the  mere  patriotism  and  the  duty  they  owe  to 
their  constituents  would  demand.  It  has  been  whispered  abroad  that  cer- 
tain members  of  this  House  have  entered  into  collusion  with  certain  gentle- 
men who  exist  in  some  comer,  but  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  come  forward 
with  their  bill,  and  exhibit  to  the.  House  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  whom 
they  desire  to  secure  this  great  grant  of  land  to.  I  had  hoped  to  argae  this 
bill,  with  a  view  of  coming  to  a  compromise.  It  is  apparent  that  men  cannot 
be  brought  to  such  persevering  and  indefatigable  eflforts,  without  having 
something  more  than  mere  patriotism  and  desire  to  do  good  to  the  people  of 
the  State. 

I  am  almost  afraid  I  cannot  argue  this  bill  on  the  ground  I  desire.  It  was 
my  desire  to  secure  to  the  people  of  Louisiana,  dirough  this  useless  neck  of 
land,  which  extends  westward  and  southward  to  the  gulf,  a  highway  for 
their  use,  forever  to  be  held  free  from  any  tax,  toll  or  impost  whatever.  Thfa 
would  have  been  highly  bdieficial  to  the  State,  and  secured  to  the  people  a 
lasting  and  permanent  benefit,  compared  with  that  which  is  almost  worthlees. 
I  have  been  diverted  from  my  purpose.  I  see  around  me  a  spu-it  of  aggran- 
dizement, which  but  illy  accords  with  my  views  of  patriotism  to  the  State 
and  honesty  to  constituents.  I  do  not  know  that  a  single  individual  in  my 
district  is  interested  in  this  scheme.  I  have  not  been  quesUoned  on  the  sub- 
ject by  more  than  three  or  four  individuals ;  but  I  have  understood  by  the 
explanations  or  the  gentlemen,  that  this  bil',  having  been  presented  in  four 
or  five  different  aspects,  is  now  the  result,  the  finished  work,  the  master- 
piece, if  you  please,  of  eminent  and  distinguished  members  of  the  bar  of  thfa 
city.  I  must  take  it  upon  myself  to  resent  the  imputation  on  the  members  of 
the  bar  of  this  city.  Individual  members  of  the  bar  may  have  had  something 
to  do  with  it,  but  not  as  a  body.  But  with  the  explanation  that  the  gentle- 
man gives  you,  he  is  also  generous  enough  to  inform  you,  that  the  adjutant 
general,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  has  aided 
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In  perfecting  ibis.  The  eons  of  this  State  are  found  in  all  parts  of  the  globe 
and  are  a  persevering,  energetic,  honorable  and  money-mak\pg  class  of  peo- 
ple, bat  I  hope  this  is  not  offered  as  an  evidence  in  favor  of  the  project  All 
that  the  gentleman  advances  would  not  weigh  one  feather  in  my  estimation 
In  regard  to  the  question  before  the  House.  This  bill  is  either  a  good  thing, 
or  it  is  a  bad  one.  That  is  for  the  members  of  this  House  to  decide.  They  have 
discuned  and  considered  it  long,  and  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  something 
shoQld  be  done.  I  believe  I  may  assert  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
we  have  been  one  month  contesting  this  trifling  matter  of  a  land  improve- 
ment scheme,  at  an  expense  of  $20,000  to  the  State,  and  as  much  more  will  be 
expended  in  the  Senate.  Let  us  be  charitable  and  take  up  this  bill  and  dis- 
pose of  it  These  gentlemen  have  offered  to  give  the  public  the  road  which 
was  contended  for.  They  ask  for  twenty  acres  of  land  front  on  the  river 
and  bayous.  I  think  five  acres,  in  all  conscience,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
Decenary  purposes.  The  road  should  be  built  the  whole  extent  of  the  canal. 
The  first  bill  presented  met  with  but  little  consideration ;  the  next  was 
diecossed,  and  was  on  the  point  of  being  adopted,  when  the  gentlemen 
tiioagbt  they  discovered  certain  unconstitutional  features.  They  withdrew 
it,  and  presented  this  substitute,  which  has  been  taken  up  as  if  on  its  third 
readhig,  and  is  now  to  be  adopted  by  sections. 

I  do  not  believe  that  my  constituents  ask  for  anything  of  the  kind,  or  that 
the  people  of  Louisiana,  at  this  stage,  want  this  bill ;  but  if  the  majority  of 
this  House  see  fit  to  pass  it  at  all,  that  should  not  be  done  without  the 
eDgrafling  upon  it  of  the  necessary  amendatory  clauses. 

I  am  opposed  to  that  spirit  which  seems  to  dictate  to  me  and  other  mcm- 
bers  of  Uiis  House,  striving,  apparently,  to  make  us  appear  here  as  suppli- 
cants to  a  stock-jobbing  corporation.  I  am  not  to  be  accused  of  a  factious 
disposition,  to  injure  or  oppose  this  bill,  and  I  might  ask,  upon  the  other 
hand, why  these  gentlemen  seek  to  thrust  forward  this  bill,  and  have  already 
■objected  this  House  to  such  needless  expense  and  delay  as  have  been  inci- 
dent upon  its  discussion?  But  such  criminations  are  unworthy  of  us,  and 
nnbecoming  gentlemen  who  have  come  here  to  legislate  hont  stly. 

Allow  me  here  to  say — although  it  is  certainly  a  digression— that  it  ill 
becomes  us  to  adjourn,  as  we  do,  from  day  to  day ;  that  it  is  unbecoming  for 
gentlemen  to  decide  questions  of  order,  as  is  constantly  done,  when  the 
speaker,  whose  duty  it  is  to  settle  such  questions,  is  asked  for  information  on 
any  point  aridng  under  that  head.  Let  us  henceforth  endeavor  to  legi«!late 
as  men,  as  gentlemen,  as  members  of  a  great  and  honorable  State,  whose 
bistory  will  be  written  in  letters  of  fire  upon  the  pages  of  our  country's 
al&irs.  We  most  endeavor  to  settle  questions  as  they  come  before  us— for 
the  most  important  bills  are  yet  to  come  before  us  for  discussion-  and  we 
ba?e  done  hardly  anything  since  the  third  day  of  October  last. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  excuse  me  for  taking  it  upon  myself  to  read  such  a 
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lecture,  as  it  were,  but  the  minority  of  yoa  will  see,  I  am  satisfied,  tbe  pro- 
priety of  my  remarA. 

Hr.  Setmocr— If  the  gentleman's  remarks  haxe  finally  come  to  a  concla- 
sion,  I  would  like  to  know  what  side  of  the  question  he  takes— whether  he 
is  in  favor  of  or  opposed  to  the  bill  7 

Mr.  Christie— I  am  in  favor  of  the  State. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  when  the  House  was  called  and  a  qnonim 
found  wanting,  whereupon  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.  to-morrow,  the 
11th  instant 


Wedkesdat,  January  11, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  prayer  was  offered,  and 
the  minutes  adopted  as  read. 

Messrs.  TuUy,  Corley  and  Poynot  were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  exam- 
ine into  alleged  usurpations  on  the  part  of  the  State  treasurer. 

Hon.  J.  T.  Woods  was  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  frame  laws  tor 
the  emancipated  slaves,  and  the  Hon.  William  A.  Prescott  appointed  chair- 
man pro  iem.  of  the  same  committee. 

The  committee  on  framing  laws  for  emancipated  slaves  reported  the 
appointment  of  a  clerk. 

Mb.  Eqan— I  move  the  rejection  of  that  report,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  there  are 
many  committee  clerks  who  are  at  leisure,  and  can  attend  to  this  committee, 

Mb.  Badgeb— I  would  like  to  know  whether  the  gentleman  is  already  a 
clerk  upon  any  committee  of  this  House  ? 

Mb.  pRE8C0TT~Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  state  that  this  gentleman  is  no<  a 
clerk  employed  by  this  House  of  any  committee  of  it 

I  woald  explain  to  the  House  that  the  business  on  hand  before  that  com- 
mittee is  extremely  difficult  and  delicate,  needing  qualifications,  on  the  part 
of  its  clerk,  essentially  different  from  those  possessed  by  any  clerk  in  the 
service  of  the  House.  For  this  reason,  I  wish  the  House  to  sanction  the 
appointment 

Mr.  Eqax— I  renew  my  motion. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried. 

Mr.  Pbbscott— Mr.  Speaker :  My  reason  for  wishing  the  appointment  of 
the  gentleman  is,  that  he  is  in  communication  with  the  United  States  author- 
ities, who  have  in  their  possession  valuable  documents  relative  to  the  duty 
which  this  committee  has  to  perform,  which  can  be  much  more  readily  pro- 
cured by  him  than  almost  any  other  person— certainly  any  other  who  is  not, 
or  has  not  been,  in  the  United  States  military  service. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  this  subject 

Mb.  Cuambeblain — Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  there  is  a  resolution  oo  the 
calendar  of  this  House  providing  that  special  committees  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  a  clerk,  who  shall  receive  salary  therefrom.     I  am  quite  positive  of 
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tluB,  as  I  offered  such  a  resolution  myselt  That  directs  that  special,  com- 
mittees shall  be  entitled  to  a  clerk  who  shall  be  in  the  service  of  a  standing 
committee,  whp  shall  receive  no  greater  or  additional  salary. 

Mr.  EqaN'I  would  like  to  state,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  are  a  dozen 
elerks  of  the  standing  committees  of  this  House,  who  are  doing  nothing  at 
all,  whose  serric^  are  at  the  disposal  of  other  committees,  as  competent 
men  as  can  be  ffflnd. 

Mr.  Pb£scott — I  wish  to  reiterate  the  remark,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  need 
a  clerk  of  peculiar  qualifications,  acquainted  with  the  course  which  the 
United  States  authorities  has  pursued  with  reference  to  this  same  subject,  in 
order  that  we  may  avoid  all  conflict  with  them. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  matter,  unless  this 
limple  request  is  granted.  If  it  is  refused,  I  shall  resign  my  position  on  the 
committee,  both  as  member  and  chairman. 

Mr.  Christie— I  would  inquire  of  the  honorable  gentleman  as  to  what  this 
committee  is  to  do,  and  why  organized  ? 

3Ir.  Prescott — I  would  state,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  object  is  one  of  very 
great  importance,  being  nothing  less  than  to  frame  laws  with  reference  to 
manumitted  slaves,  in  order  to  the  efficient  working  of  the  plantations.  To 
accomplish  this  end,  two  plans  have  been  promulgated — one  by  General 
Thomas,  and  the  other  by  €reneral  Banks,  neither  of  which  exactly  meets  the 
requirements  of  tbe  country.  There  is  also  another  system,  of  which  the 
Hon.  W.  P.  Fessenden,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  is  tho  author,  which  I 
bare  not  yet  seen,  though  the  committee  hope  to  procure  it. 

We  wish  to  frame  from  these  different  plans,  an  efficient  code  of  laws,  as 
npoL  such  a  system  the  future  welfare  of  this  State  depends.  We  also  wish 
to  collect  all  the  evidence  on  the  subject,  while  endeavoring  at  the  same 
time  to  avoid,  in  so  framing  this  proposed  code,  all  conflict  with  the  author- 
ities of  both  the  United  States  and  this  State.  It  is  therefore  incumbent 
upon  us  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution  and  vigilance  in  this  great  work. 

As  far  as  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  is  concerned,  I  have  only  to  reiterate 
what  I  have  already  said. 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  This  committee  may  have  a  very  important 
and  delicate  labor  to  perform,  but  I  am  wholly  unable,  even  after  the  gen- 
tleman^s  explanations,  to  understand  why  it  is.  I  don't  know  what  this 
Legislature  has  to  do  with  manumitted  slaves,  who  are,  as  I  under^ttand  it, 
freemen.  I  cannot,  I  say,  understand  why  there  is  any  necessity  for  us  to 
frame  laws  for  their  government,  for  if  tree,  they  are  at  liberty,  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  Louisiana,  .to  do  as  any  other  fireemen  may, 
being  amenable  also  to  those  laws,  in  the  same  manner.  Whatever  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  may  be  in  regard  to  this  matter,  is  of  no  impor- 
tance to  us,  as  legislators,  though  I  hold  that  these  men  are  restricted  to  no ' 
other  code  of  laws  than  are  freemen  at  large. 
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This  whole  subject  may  be  safely  left  to  the  United  States  authorities,  upon 
their  relinqnidhment  of  which  it  will  be  time  jeoough  for  us  to  act ;  until 
which  time,  howeyer,  I  thinlc  we  ought  not  to  concern  ourselves  in  rela- 
tion to  it  I  therefore  see  no  use  of  the  appointment  of  any  such  com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  Bisbee— As  I  am  one  of  this  committee,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  sub- 
mit a  few  remarks,  although  I  had  no  idea  that  the  subject  wou^  be  opened 
to  discussion  until  after  the  committee  had  reported. 

The  Speaker— The  gentleman,  in  asking  for  information,  has  gone  rather 
beyond  the  rules  of  the  House.  The  matter  will  not  be  a  subject  of  discus- 
sion until  the  committee  reports. 

The  motion  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  rejecting  the  report  was 
carried,  whereupon  it  was  adopted. 

The  communiction,  in  regard  to  the  organization  and  government  of  the  po- 
lice of  New  Orleans,  was  presented,  a  hundred  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next 

Mr.  Todd :  "  An  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  Vermillion 
Bayou." 

Mr.  H.  0.  Belden  :  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  revision  of  statutes  of  Uie 
State  of  a  general  character,  including  the  Civil  Code  and  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  authorizing  the  state  treasurer  to  receive  the  expense  warrants  of 
the  General  Assembly." 

Mr.  Foley— I  think  a  bill  similar  to  that  has  already  passed  this  House. 

Mr.  Christie— That  was  in  reference  to  their  being  received  in  payment 
of  taxes ;  this  relates  to  all  dues. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  having  passed  a  second  reading, 
was  adopted  on  the  third,  together  with  its  title. 

The  City  Charter  was  brought  up. 

Mr.  Foley — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  This  bill  comes  under  the  head  of 
messages  from  the  Senate.  Bills  and  resolutions  on  third  reading  come  before 
it,  as  does  the  unfinished  business  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker— I  would  like  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  question,  as 
the  point  has  come  up  before. 

Mr.  Chaiiberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  If  I  recollect,  this  is  neither  a  bill  nor  a 
message  fk-om  the  Senate.  It  is  the  report  of  a  joint  committee,  and  originates 
as*  much  in  this  House  as  in  the  Senate,  coming  up,  therefore,  under  the  head 
of  bills  on  first  reading.  It  is  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  certain 
amendments,  and  we  may,  in  time,  after  amending  it,  return  it  for  concur- 
rence. I  therefore  insist  that  the  bill  come  up  as  originating  in  this  House* 
We  are  now  merely  acting  upon  the  amended  bill  firom  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lewis— Coming  ftom  the  Senate,  I  think  the  bill  is  on  its  second 
reading. 
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The  Sfeaker— Ajs  the  reading  has  been  commenced,  I  decide  the  bill  in 
Older. 
Mb.  Folet — ^I  appeal  from  the  decidon  of  the  chair. 
The  chair  was  sustained — ^yeas  43,  nays  5 — ^whereupon  the  reading  of  the 
hHi  was  continaed  until  the  time  arrived  for  talcing  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  substitnte  of  the  Hon.  John  Foley  to  (he  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Missis- 
lippi  Land  Improvement  Company  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  facilitate  the 
works  of  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  Com- 
pany" 

Mr.  Pbbsoott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make  in  regard  to 
iUs  subject,  which  will  not  detain  the  House  long.  It  is  a  fact  that  many 
ottier  bills,  of  far  greater  importance  than  this,  should  come  before  this 
House— as  the  school,  revenue,  and  city  charter  bills— and  I  therefore  wi8h 
tiw  late  of  this  project  to  be  settled  with  the  least  delay  possible.  If  it  meets 
the  approbation  of  both  the  friends  and  opponents  of  the  bill,  I  would  suggest 
that  it  be  taken  up  as  a  whole,  with  the  amendments  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman on  my  right,  (Hon.  D.  Christie,)  which  I  have  not,  however,  the  right 
to  accept,  as  that  falls  to  the  province  of  the  gentleman  who  has  presented 
the  Bubstitute,  which  is  now  before  the  House.  In  order,  then,  to  save  time, 
I  suggest  that  the  bill  be  taken  up  as  a  whole,  as  its  provisions  have  been 
fiilly,  if  not  fairly  discussed.  I  therefore  make  this  motion,  with  due  regard 
to  the  Interests  of  the  Stale,  the  furthering  of  business,  and  to  facilitate  the 
progress  of  more  important  matters. 

A  motion,  providing  that  the  bill  should  be  taken  up  section  by  section, 
was  carried.  If  the  majority  of  the  House  wish  to  carry  out  my  suggestion, 
it  is  only  necessary,  in  order  to  do  so,  to  rescind  that  motion,  when  the  fate 
of  the  bill  can  be  decisively  settled  either  on  to-day  or  the  morrow. 

Mb.  Lewis— Mr.  Speaker :  Is  this  substitute  on  its  first  reading  ?  I  think 
yoQ  80  decided,  on  Uie  day  before  yesterday. 

Tms  Spkakeb— I  decided  that  it  was  read  for  the  information  of  the  Hoyse, 
hot  the  House  decided,  on  yesterday,  when  I  was  not  in  the  chair,  that  it 
took  the  course  of  a  bill  on  the  third  reading. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  Previous  to  entering  upon  the  discussion 
of  tlie  merits  of  this  bill,  I  beg  to  be  heard  upon  several  grounds  of  objec- 
tion to  it.  My  first  objection  is  to  the  ruling  of  the  gentleman  who  was  in 
the  chair  on  yesterday  (Hon.  J.  Foley). 

Kb.  Folet— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order.  The  House  sustained  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

Mb.  (^ujlmderiain— I  not  only  object  to  that  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  ako 
to  its  being  sustained  by  the' House— believing  that  it  was  the  chair  which 
▼S8  sustained,  and  not  its  decision.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
that  ruling  was  one  of  the  grossest  outrages  upon  the  sense  and  intelligence 
of  this  House  that  has  ever  been  perpetrated  in  any  legislative  body. 
Bl8 
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The  SPEAKEB—The  gentleman  will  confine- 


Mr.  Chamberlain— Farther  than  that,  sir,  candor  oompela  me  to  say,  that 
I  do  not  believe  that  anything,  save  the  urgency  of  the  case,  and  perhaps  the 
amount  of  self-interest  involved,  could  have  ever  induced  that  gentleman  to 
rule  as  he  did. 

Mft.  Todd— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— That  is  all  I  have  to  say  upon  that  subject,  sir. 

The  bill  has  been  declared  upon  its  tliird  reading.  I  deny  that  moet 
emphatically.  No  gentleman  in  this  House  will  have  the  audacity  to  stand 
up  here  and  say  that  this  bill  has  been  read  three  times  before  this  Honse ; 
but,  sir,  if  we  intend  to  abide  by  our  constitution,  if  we  acknowledge  any 
supreme  power— any  power  to  which  we  are  amenable— I  call  upon  you, 
gentlemen,  each  and  every  one  of  you,  to  abide  by  that  constitution.  I 
appeal  to  you  as  legislators  ;  I  appeal  to  you  under  the  oath  which  you  took 
to  sustain  that  constitution,  and  ask  you  if  you  can  conscientiously  declare 
that  this  bill  has  been  read  three  times  ?  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
cbair  to  article  37  of  the  constitution,  which  says  :  "  No  bill  shall  have  the 
force  of  a  law  until,  on  three  several  days,  it  be  read  over  in  each  Honse  of 
the  Gr«aeral  Assembly,  and  free  discussion  allowed  thereon— unless  in  case 
of  urgency,  tour-fllths  of  the  House,  where  the  bill  shall  be  pending,  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  this  rule.''  Now,  sir,  I  presume  there  is 
.  no  gentleman  here  who  will  say  that  ihis  bill  has  been  read  three  times.  It 
was  read,  according  to  our  rules,  the  first  time,  for  ir^ormaivony  under  rule 
4.>  of  this  House — the  same  as  that  laid  down  by  Jefferson *s  Manual,  which 
Btys :  '*  The  first  reading  of  a  bill,  or  joint  resolution,  shall  be  for  information, 
and  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  question  shall  be,  'Shall  this  bill  (or 
joint  ret^olution)  be  rejected  ?'  If  no  opposition  be  made,  or  if  the  question 
to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill  (or  joint  resolution)  shall  be  put  on  the  cal- 
end.ir  for  its  second  reading."  That  bill,  sir,  has  been  read  once  ;  I  objected, 
and  Btiy  do  object  to  it  The  only  question,  therefore,  which  can  be  enter- 
tained by  this  House,  upon  this  bill,  is  upon  its  rejection,  at  this,  its  first 
reading. 

Again,  this  bill  has  never  been  engrossed.  How  can  a  bill  pass  this 
House  to  its  thhrd  reading,  wWwui  being  engrossed  ?  This  bill,  as  I  said 
before,  never  has  been. 

Again,  Jefferson  says :  "  No  amendments  shall  be  offered  to  a  bill  upon  its 
third  reading."  This  is  the  third  reading,  under  the  old  nile,  but  not  cf  the 
original  bill,  which  was  withdrawn  on  account  of  its  unconstitutionality. 

I  do  not  expect,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  able  to  adduce  suflScient  arguments  to 
induce  gentlemen  to  vote  contrary  to  self-interest,  and  I  therefore  feel  that  I 
am  wasting  the  time  of  the  Honse  in  making  these  remarks  ? 

The  merits  of  the  bill  are  just  none  at  all ;  it  has  not  one.  The  first  and 
only  e8Si>ntial  point  in  a  coc  tract  is,  reciprocal  obligation.    There  is  not 
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one  single  obligation  In  tbi«  bill,  binding  upon  this  company,  to  Tdiich  it  is 
proposed  to  transfer  this  immense  tract  of  land,  and  for  what  purpose?  It 
does  not  even  state  tbat 

No  contract  can  be  binding  npon  both  parties,  unless  a  remuneration  is 
given  for  what  is  transferred.  There  is  no  remuneration  even  offered  in 
this  bill  to  the  State,  for  the  immense  grant  which  it  is  proposed  to  transfer 
to  this  company. 

Farther  tlian  tliis,  this  is  pretended  to  be  an  amendment  to  a  law  already 
in  existence,  or,  to  a  charter,  all  of  which  is  again  contrary  to  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Article  116  says :  "  Every  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  shall  embrace 
but  one  object,  and  tliat  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title." 

Article  119  says:  "No  law  shall  be  revived  or  amended  by  reference  to 
its  titie ; "  and  there  is  not  a  word  mentioned  about  the  Bayou  Lafourche 
and  Missisrippi  Land  Improvement  Company  in  this  bill,  except  by  titie. 
I  deny  the  existence  of  such  a  company,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  until 
their  charter  is  produced.  How  do  I  Imow  but  they  have  forfeited  their 
charter,  if  they  ever  had  one?  The  preamble  states  it,  but  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  withdrawn  stated  other  things  equally  erroneous,  and,  perhaps, 
more  so. 

I  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  this  House  to  grant  a  charter.  Article  121  says : 
**  Corporations  shall  not  be  created  in  this  State  by  special  law."  Is  not 
this  a  special  law  that  we  are  engaged  upon  now  ?  The  same  article  says : 
"  A  general  law,  for  the  organization  of  all  corporations,  shall  be  passed." 
This  law  we  have  now. 

Yon  will  pardon  me  for  making  these  reflections  in  my  argument,  but  I  do 
so  because  they  are  irrefutable ;  and  every  gentieman,  in  arguing  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  has  fought  shy  of  these  points.  They  have  avoided  them  as  a  snare, 
for  they  knew  they  were  treading  on  hollow  ground,  and  what  would  destroy 
them  if  tbey  dared  encroach  upon  it 

What  is  the  result  of  giving  away  this  immense  tract  of  land  ?  I  believe 
they  have  not  had  the  modesty  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  area.  The  boun- 
daries are  indefinite  —  "west  of  the  MiEsissippi  and  east  of  the  Bayou 
Lafourche."  The  report  of  the  register  of  State  lands  sajs  there  are  nearly 
three  millions  of  acres.  Upon  that, is  located  upwards  of  four  hundred  fami- 
lies, who  have  no  titie  to  that  land.  They  occupy  and  have  improved  42,835 
acres  of  land,  but  have  no  title  to  it.  We  are  going  to  do— not  we,  for  I  will 
« never  consent  to  it — some  of  the  members  are  about  to  deprive  these  honest, 
h&na  fide  settlers,  of  the  land  they  have  cultivated,  and  give  it  to  a  company. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  points  of  the  bill.  The  only 
thing  that  the  company  is  bound  to  do,  in  this  bill,  is  to  establish  a  public 
road  of  at  least  twenty  feet  in  width ;  but  it  does  not  say  where  it  is  to  be 
located,  or  where  it  shall  commence  or  en  I.    It  also  says,  the  company  shall 
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baye  the  right  of  taking,  on  all  streams,  twenty  acres  front  bj  twenty  acres 
in  depth.  They  can  go  on  the  Amite  and  other  rivers  and  locate  their  land, 
if  they  see  fit,  for  they  have  unlimited  jurisdiction.  What  is  it  for?  It 
merely  says,  that  "  the  said  company  shaU  have  the  right  to  construct  one  or 
more  canals.^'  Now,  they  do  not  want  to  construct  any  canals.  It  does  not 
say  they  shall  not  have  the  lands  unless  they  do  construct  such  canals. 
They  get  the  grant  of  land,  then,  for  nothing.  It  has  been  stated,  by  one 
gentleman,  that  they  gave  good  security  for  the  payment  of  this  land.  I 
deny  it.  They  say  the  State  may  retain  or  have  a  lien  privilege  on  such 
lands  as  are  not  paid  for  ;  but  they  do  not  say  they  will  give  a  guarantee  on 
land  that  has  not  been  paid  for.  They  will  pay  for  such  land  as  they  want, 
and  the  rest  will  be  returned  to  the  State.  Again :  the  bill  says  the  com- 
pany shall  exist  for  the  spaca  of  forty-five  years,  which  is  just  twenty  years 
longer  than  the  statutes  of  the  State  allow.  Does  not  that  condemn  the  bill  ? 
Is  not  that  unconstitutional  ? 

I  could  go  on  and  accumulate  evidence  and  arguments  enough  to  crush  this 
bill  and  its  defenders,  but  it  is  unnecessary.  Gentlemen  can  see  the  fraudulent 
character  of  the  bill  on  its  fdce--can  see  that  it  is  merely  a  gift  of  land  to 
■well  the  proceeds  of  an  already  wealthy  corporation.  They  can  see  well 
enough,  that  by  granting  this  land  they  would  deprive  future  generations  o  * 
*  the  rich  inheritance  given  to  this  State  by  the  general  government.  They 
can  see  that  the  State  will  derive  nothing— nothing  in  fact,  from  the  privileges 
granted  this  company— nothing  but  merely  the  right  to  take  back  their 
worthless  land,  when  these  speculators  have  stripped  it  of  all  which  now 
renders  it  valuable.  The  register  of  lands  says :  *^  Much  of  these  lands  being 
covered  with  valuable  timber,  I  would  suggest  that  the  act  be  so  amended  as 
to  prevent  a  sale  of  the  lands  at  the  rate  proposed." 

Mr.  Prescott— I  am  sorry  to  intemipt  so  much  grandiloquence,  but  I 
must  state  that  the  gentleman's  time  has  expired. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  have  five  minutes  yeL    I  could  urge  another  objection, 
and  that  is,  that  this  is  not  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  session  of  this 
House.    This  bill  was  introduced   this  session,  and  is  a  new  bill,  as  I  have 
proved  to  you  by  the  constitution ;  for  it  has  not  been  read  but  once  and  has 
no  right  to  be  discussed  at  this  time.    But  it  is  unnecessary,  as  I  have 
eaii,  to  accumulate  evidence,  and  I  submit  the  case  to  this  House  for 
decision. 
The  motion  to  reject  the  first  section  was  lost — ^yeaa  27,  nays  34. 
The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  as  a  whole,  was  carried. 
Mr.  Laloire  oifored  the  following  amendment  to  the  first  section  : 

Provld&L  also,  that  no  member  of  the  present  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  shall  become  a  stockholder  of  said  land  improvement  company." 

Mil.  Waters — I  move  to  reject. 

Lost— yeas  30,  nays  31. 
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Mr.  Michel— I  move  tiie  adoption  of  the  amendment 
Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kavanagh,  the  House  then  a^ourned  until   12  y.» 
ThttfBdaj,  January  12. 


TuuRSDJLY,  January  12, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman 
offered  prayer,  after  which,  the  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  offered  a  resolution  obliging  all  persons  desiring,  priv- 
ileges or  benefits  from  this  House,  before  receiving  such,  to  prove  their 
loyalty. 

Mb.  Badokb— I  do  not  think  the  resolution  is  necessary,  Mr.  Speaker,  inas- 
much as  a  resolution  to  that  effect  was  passed  at  the  time  our  clerks  were 
sworn  in. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  call  for  an  explanation  of  that  resolution. 

Mr.  Breckknridqb— Mr.  Speaker  :  The  resolution  explains  ifself.  It  sim- 
ply means  that  all  those  who  desire  any  privileges  or  benefit  flrom  this  House, 
shall  prove  their  loyalty  to  the  State  and  government,  before  receiving  such 
benefit  or  privilege,  thus  showing  themselves  entitled  to  it.  Unless  some 
•resolution  of  this  tenor  does  pass,  we  may  unwittingly  incorporate  a  com- 
pany  composed  of  disloyal  persons. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Prescott  offered  a  resolution  that  no  employd  of  the  House  shall  hold 
more  than  one  office,  or  any  office  outside  of  the  House,  the  sergeant-at-arms 
being  empowered  to  appoint  assistants  accordingly. 

The  adoption  and  rejecUoo  of  the  resolution  were  moved. 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  explain  that  the  resolution  b  not 
intended  as  a  reflection  upon  any  employd  of  this  House,  but  is  simply  to 
provide  against  any  abuse  which  may  or  may  not  exist 

I  am  informed  that  there  are  employ^  of  this  House,  who  hold  two  offices — 
who  hold  an  office  outside  of  this  House.  Now,  as  long  as  these  men  per- 
form their  duty,  I  might  have  very  little  to  say  under  other  circumstances, 
but  the  condition  of  the  country  is  too  well  known  to  need  any  comment 
from  me,  and  as  long  as  there  are  men  in  this  city,  of  education,  intelligence 
and  worth,  who  neither  have  or  can  procure  fitting  employment,  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  this  House  has  any  patronage  to  dispense,  it  will  be  distributed 
among  as  many  deserving  recipients  as  is  possible.  The  salary  of  any  em- 
ploy^ of  this  House  is  alone  amply  sufficient  to  furnish  a  comfortable  sup- 
port to  the  party  holding  it,  on  account  of  which  reason  and  those  preceding, 
I  offered  the  resolution,  which  I  hope  the  House  will  entertain. 

Mr.  Kavanagh— Many  members  of  this  House  are  drawing  eight  dollars 
per  day  as  per  diem  for  attendance  here,  who  are  holding  more  than  one . 
offico.    [Loud  cries  ot  "  Out  of  order."]    I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution. 
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A  motion  to  table  was  loit— yeas  26,  nays  86. 

Mb.  Folet— I  move  the  reeolution  be  indefinitely  p3stponed. 

The  motion  was  lost— yeas  27,  nays  2B. 

Mr.  CHAMBKRfjkTN— Mr.  Speaker :  I  object  to  the  whole  resolution,  and 
wonld  like  to  know  what  the  sergeant-at-arms  has  to  do  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  of  committees.  I  do  not  comprehend  what  the  meaning  o 
the  resolution  is,  and  cannot,  for  there  is  neither  sense  or  reason  in  the  latter 
clause,  though  the  first  part  of  it  is  well  enough. 

Mft.  Waters— Mr.  Speaker :  This  resolution  only  touches  one  man,  who  is 
an  employ^  of  this  House— an  old  man,  with  a  large  fiunily  to  support,  wlio 
occupies  the  position  of  a  policeman  on  the  night  police.  I  belioFe  the 
object  of  this  resolution  is  to  affect  him,  and  no  one  else— for  which  reason 
I  shall  Yote  agidnst  it. 

Mr.  Presgott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  beg  leave  to  explain  the  reason  of  this  res- 
olution, as  I  intended  to  do  no  one  any  iigustice.  I  understand  that  there  is 
an  old  gentleman  in  the  employment  of  this  House,  who  has  given  fhll  satis- 
fection  to  all  concerned.  As  he  has  a  large  fiunily,  and  as  I  understand  the 
resolution  will  afi'ect  him— - 

The  Speaker— Out  of  order,  sir.  The  clerk  will  proceed  with  calling  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolution  was  lost— yeas  22,  nays  il. 

Mr.  Senette  introduced  a  reeolution,  declaring  that  no  member  of  tho 
House  shall,  according  to  law,  hold  more  than  one  oflSce  of  trust  and  profit 
under  the  State,  and  calling  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  ascertidn 
whether  this  proYision  has  been  violated. 

Mr.  Egan- I  move  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  and  consider  it  out  of 
order,  for  the  reason  that  several  similar  resolutions  have  been  voted  down 
by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

The  Speaker— No  such  resolution  has  been  presented  during  the  preeeni 
session. 

The  resolution  was  tabled  by  a  viixi  voce  vote. 

A  similar  resolution,  offered  by  Hon.  R  Galligar,  was  declared  out  of 
order,  as  being  covered  by  the  preceding. 

The  Committee  ^n  Parochial  aflbirs  reported  unfkvorably  on  a  bill  to 
change  the  boundaries  between  the  parishes  of  Lafourche  and  Terrebonne. 

Mr.  Boudreaux— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  report,  and  wish  to  know 
whether  the  committee  has  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition  which  many 
of  my  constituents  signed,  requesting  the  change,  or  against  the  petition  and 
the  bill,  or  whether  the  petition  is  reported  on  fiivorably  and  not  the  bill? 

Mr.  Michel— I  shall  vote  to  reject  the  report,  because  it  treats  of  two 
different  things. 

The  motion  to  r^ect  was  lost— yeas- 15,  nays  45— whereupon  the  report 
was  adopted. 
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Hr.  Bovse-— Oq  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Pablic  and  Charitable  losti- 
totions  I  beg  leave  to  re-Bubmit  its  report,  which  was  referred  back  for  fhe 
action  of  the  committee,  on  the  question  whether  one  building  would  not  be 
sufficient  for  the  dififercnt  offices,  now  situated  at  17  St.  Charles  street,  and 
others  which  it  is  propo3ed  (o  locate  in  the  same  tenement 

There  can  be  no  objecUon  to  tliis  report,  when  it  is  fairly  understood.    Two 
buildings  will  no  more  than  accommodate  all  the  offices  which  will  be  removed 
^  from  present  localities. 

Mr.  Seymour — ^I  move  the  rejection  of  the  report,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  it  is  the 
verbatim  n>port  formerly  submitted  to  us.  It  was  referred  to  the  committee, 
.  with  instructions  to  change  the  namber  of  the  buildings  said  to  be  required, 
from  two  to  one. 

Mb.  Folbt— Mr.  Speaker :  Before  the  motion  of  rejection  is  put,  I  wish 
to  say  that,  although  not  a  member  of  this  committee,  I  personally  examined 
the  building,  17  St.  Charles  street,  from  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  cer- 
tain offices— examining  it  very  carefully.  I  found  that  the  treasurer  is  obliged 
to  leave  many  valuable  books  so  exposed  at  night,  for  want  of  a  place  in 
which  to  deposit  them,  that  in  case  of  a  fire,  very  many  documents  of  the 
greatest  importance  would  be  lost,  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  replace. 
•There  are  mmy  offices  now  scattered  all  over  New  Orleans,  which  can  be 
accommodated  in  these  two  buildings,  thus  effectiog  a  great  saving  to  the 
corporation  in  point  of  rent,  as  the  terms  upon  which  these  buildings  are  to 
be  let  are  very  reasonable— only  two  hundred  dollars  a  month — when  they 
were  rented  before  the  war  for  three  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
The  motion  on  the  rejection  was  lost,  and  it  was  thereupon  adopted. 
The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  int<^  certain  usurpations  of  the  state 
L  treasurer,  in  refusing  to  pay  certain  warrants,  reported  that  that  gentleman 

[  should  be  exonerated  from  all  blame,  as  he  was  compelled,  through  want  of 

I  funds,  to  suspend  payment. 

j  The  report  was  received,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

I  Mr.  Lewis:    "An  act  relative  to   persons  holding  commissions  in  the 

so-called  Confederate  army." 
i  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  revision  of  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

Mr.  Boudreaux — I  move  its  rejection,  because  a  similar  bill  was  rejected 
L  in  the  Senate  a  few  days  ago,  and  also  because  it  is  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Chambkrlaik — No  such  a  thing  t 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  If  I  do  not  very  much  mistake  the  language 
of  this  bill,  it  simply  proposes  a  method  to  filch  money  firom  the  treasury.  I 
have  reason,  sir,  to  fear,  the  appointment  of  any  committees  to  sit  during 
tiie  interim  of  legislative  proceedings,  to  which  I  am  most  bitterly  opposed. 
We  have  had  a  very  good  illustration  of  the  rapacity  of  gentlemen  who  have 
heretofore  been  organized  for  transacting  certain  business  after  the  adjourn- 
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ment  of  a  convention.  I  hope  that  the  matter  will  not  be  considered  at  just 
the  present  time. 

In  the  first  place,  some  of  our  committees  should  be  competent  to  codify 
and  regnlate  statutes.  Their  duties  cannot  commence  at  the  present  time, 
but  I  hope  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  will  attend  to  certain  portions  of 
the  subject  until  the  a^oumment  of  the  Legblature,  at  which  time  I  would 
like  to  see  a  specified  time  designated  in  which  this  work  is  to  be  completed, 
some  estimate  of  which  can  certainly  be  made,  as  well  as  of  the  price  for  that 
performance.  Unless  there  is  some  restriction,  it  will  be  to  us  a  source  of 
endless  discredit 

In  a  former  Legislature,  a  certain  time  was  designated,  after  its  a^oum- 
ment,  for  carrying  out  this  same  object  and  with  regard  to  the  expense 
thereof^  which  rule  should  be  adopted  in  this  instance,  in  case  of  these  com- 
mittees, for  gentlemen  generally  erpend  more  time  and  money  than  is  at 
all  requisite  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  object 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  One  gentleman  has  accused  this  bill  cf 
being  unccnstitutional,  and  another  has  stated  in  opposition  to  it,  that  a  cei^ 
tain  time  has  heretofore  been  designated  for  the  accoonplishment  of  this  same 
work,  both  of  which  statements  I  deny,  and  both  of  which  I  can  prove  to  be 
erroneous. 

Ab  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  bill,  it  is  as  eminently  proper  as  it  is 
constitutional,  that  the  laws  of  Ibis  State  should  be  revised  by  the  law-makers 
Now,  I  would  like  to  know  who  are  the  law-makers,  if  we  are  not?  My 
objection  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  on  this  subject,  was  that  the  governor 
was  to  have  the  power  of  appointing  a  board  of  lawyers  to  accomplish  this 
object  I  opposed  it  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  as  the  gover- 
nor has  no  more  right  to  appoint  a  board  thus  composed,  to  carry  out  the 
object  under  discussion,  than  he  has  to  appoint  a  Legislature.  That  is  why 
a  committee  should  be  appointed  from  this  House,  conjointly  with  a  commit, 
tee  from  the  Senate,  who,  during  the  recess  of  this  House,  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  another  Legislature,  can  codify,  revise  and  publish  in  book 
form,  our  laws. 

So  far  as  postponing  the  consideration  of  this  subject  is  concerned,  I  am 
in  favor  of  doing  so,  but  the  clerk  has  done  his  duty  in  presenting  the  bill  to 
the  House  at  the  present  time,  in  its  regular  order,  as  it  first  came  before  the 
House  two  months  ago.  We  should  not,  however,  take  action  upon  it  until 
near  the  close  of  this  term. 

So  far  as  the  peculative  qualities  of  gentlemen  are  concerned,  I  am  not 
afraid  to  trust  a  committee  of  this  House  under  this  bill,  which  provides  that 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  their  per  diem  and  mileage.  The  bill  also  provides 
that  the  work  shall  be  submitted  to  the  next  Legislature  for  approval,  and  if 
not  approved,  no  compensation  is  to  be  allowei.  Certainly  nothing  can  J>e 
fairer  than  these  provisions.    Grentlemen  will  find  that  the  Legislature  of 
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1854  made  a  similar  arrangement  to  that  herein  proposed.  The  Legislature 
of  1855  granted  something  like  fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  U.  B.  Phillips,  for 
reyislng  and  publishing  these  statutes.  Some  gentlemen  will,  perhaps,  object 
to  the  receiving  of  per  dietn  by  the  members  of  this  proposed  committee, 
but  they  will  not,  at  any  rate,  receive  it  for  a  long  time,  as  this  session  will 
probably  continue  until  some  time  next  summer,  and  but  a  short  time  will 
intervene  between  its  adjournment  and  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature — 
too  short,  I  fear,  for  the  important  duties  to  be  completely  discharged. 

Mr.  Boudreaux~I  am  oppsed  to  the  bill,  because  I  believe  it  is  similar  to 
one  heretofore  presented  to  the  Senate — that  is,  in  the  leading  ideas. 

The  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was  lost— yeas  31,  nays  18. 

The  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  bill  was  taken 
np,  as  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Foley  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  section  2,  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  have  the  right  to,''  making  the  section  read, "  the  said  company  shall  con- 
slnact  one  or  more  canals,"  etc. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  move,  as  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  "  twenty  acres," 
and  insert  "  five  acres." 

Mr.  Burkb — I  move  to  reject  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  Folet — I  move  to  lay  It  on  the  table. 

Carried— yeas  42,  nays  17. 

Mr.  Christie— I  move  to  insert,  after  "  shall  have  the  right  of  t&king  on 
all  streams  twenty  acres  front  by  twenty  acres  in  depth,  of  any  public 
lands,"  the  words,  "  at  each  terminus  of  every  canal  or  canals." 

Mr.  Galljoar— I  move  to  lay  all  amendments  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Pearson — I  move,  as  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  ''  twenty  acres," 
and  Insert  "  five  acres,"  and  to  insert,  after  "  any  public  lands,''  the  words 
*'  embraced  in  section  1  of  this  act." 

Mr.  Christie — I  think  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  upon  the  parties 
located  upon  these  various  streams,  to  take  away  flrom  them  their  vested 
rights,  which  you  will  do  if  you  empower  this  corporation  to  take  five  acres 
front  on  the  streams.  I  cannot  see  what  the  company  wants  of  such  an 
amount  of  continuous  front  on  the  rivers  and  bayous.  They  do  not  wish  the 
public  land  of  the  State,  but  that  which  belongs  to  our  neighbors.  I  think 
if  the  company  has  twenty  acres  at  each  terminus  of  a  canal,  it  is  sufficient, 
without  giving  them  the  right  to  oust  the  actual  settlers  on  these  lands. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  amendment  received  the  following  rising  vote : 
yeas  28,  nays  25. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  demanded,  and  fifty-eight  members  responded. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 
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Mb.  CuAifBBBiAiN— In  consideration  of  the  yast  importance  of  the  bfiBinea 
before  tlie  House,  I  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bilL 

A  quomm  baying  been  obtained,  the  last  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost— yeas  20,  nays  38. 

Mb.  Boudbeaux— I  offer,  as  an  amendment  to  section  3,  to  append  the  fol- 
lowing :  *'  Also  to  baild  a  railroad  all  around  Bald  tract  of  land  herein 
donated.*' 


Mb.  Peabson— I  move  to  strike  out  the  words,  ''  Be  it  further  enacted.'' 

Mb.  Pbesgott— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Friday,  January  13. 


Fbidat,  January  13, 18C5. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.,  Mr.  TuUy  in  the  chidr. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rey.  Mr.  Hopkins. 

Mr.  Howes  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  f  The  Academy  of  Music,  situated  on  St  Charles  street,  between 
Poydras  and  Perdido  streets,  has  ceased  to  be  a  respectable  pUioe  <f  amuse- 
TwnU,  but  has  become  a  farce,  as  there  is  nothing  tnere  performed  but  ob- 
scenity and  low  breeding,  and  are  in  the  habit  of  ridiculing  the  members  of 
this  Legislature  by  wor&  and  acts ;  therefore,  be  it 

Besowedf  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  be  requested  to  cause  the  said 
Academy  of  Music  to  be  immediately  closed. 

Mb.  Botes— I  moye  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Chahbebulin— I  think  it  Lb  beneath  the  House  to  take  action  on  any 
snch  resolution. 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried. 

Mb.  Howes — I  moye  that  the  gentlemen  who  yoted  in  fayor  of  the  resolu- 
tion, be  declared  jackasses. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  a  resolution  that  the  House  go  into  an  election 
for  speaker  pro  tern. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Waters. 

Mb.  Peabson — ^I  moye  that  the  reporters  be  instructed  not  to  make  any 
mention  In  the  papers  of  the  resolution  relatiye  to  the  Academy  of  Music. 

Mb.  Folet— I  also  moye  that  it  be  not  spread  upon  the  journal. 

Mb.  Bbeceexbidoe — That  is  unconstitutional. 

The  motions  were  lost 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  renting  of  the  two  buildirgs,  186  and 
188,  Gravier  street,  for  the  State  offices,  was,  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
adopted  on  its  seyeral  reaiings. 

The  following  members  gaye  notice  of  the  introduction  Of  bills : 

Mr.  Seymour,  on  behalf  of  the  Judiciary  Committee :  "  Acts  to  amend  arll- 
ticles  669,  660,  662,  €70,  of  the  Code  of  Practice."  * 
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Mr.  Michel :  *<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Wood,  owner  of  the  steamboat 
G.  W.  Forrest,'' 

The  following  bills  were  adopted  on  their  first  reading : 

*<  An  act  relative  to  persons  holding  commissions  in  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate army." 

*'  An  act  to  amend  article  647,  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

The  reading  of  the  Citj  Charter  was  resumed  and  con  tinned  until  the  hour 
for  the  order  of  the  day,  when  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land 
Improremeot  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Christie  offered  the  following  amendment  to  section  5,  which  was 
accepted: 

"Said  canal  or  canals  shall  have  an  average  of  thirty  feet  in  width  on  the 
water  sur&ce,  and  be  of  a  uniform  depth  of  six  feet" 

Mr.  Badger  amended  tlie  toll  on  vessels  from  fifty  cents  per  ton  to  twenty- 
flve  cents. 

Accepted. 

Mr.  Christie  offered  the  following  amendment  to  section  6  : 

So  as  to  require  the  building  of  a  road  twenty-five  foet  wide,  the  entire 
loigth  of  the  canal,  the  road  to  be  opened  as  a  tow-path  as  fast  as  the  canal 
progresses,  and  to  be  ftee  from  toll  or  tax. 

Amendment  accepted. 

Mb.  Prebcott— I  amend  the  time  which  the  company  shall  exist,  from  forty- 
five  to  twenty-five  years. 

Accepted. 

Mr.  Bovsb~I  amend  to  ten  years. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Laloirb— I  offer  the  following  additional  sectipn  : 

Be  U  furiher  enacted^  c^c,  That  the  sale  of  lands  mentioned  in  section  1 
shall  take  effect  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  of 
lands  of  this  State,  that  said  company  have  dug  twentv  miles  of  canal,  and 
established  a  road  twenty-five  feet  wide  on  the  banks  oi  Sfdd  canal. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried — years  35,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Chribtcb— I  move  to  strike  ont  section  8. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brbckbnridoe — ^I  offer  the  following  amendment : 

Be  U  furiher  enaded,  dtc^  That  all  persons  who  have  heretofore  entered  or 
located  said  lands,  have  the  right,  in  preference  to  all  others,  to  purchase 
the  lands  of  the  State  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre. 

FurUier,  that  no  company  or  association  of  individuals  shall  have  the 
power  to  remove,  interfere,  or  in  anv  manner  infringe  on  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  who  may  be  located  on  said  lands. 

And  if  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  Company 
cat,  remove  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  or  employ,  or  be  employed,  in  cutting 
or  removing  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any  timber  or  wood  of  whatever  kind 
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from  any  lands  which  belong  to  the  State,  said  company  or  persoos  so  olTeDd- 
ing,  and  being  thereof  duly  conricted  before  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  or  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than 
ten  years. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Curistie— I  offer  the  following  additional  article : 

Sec.  9.  Be  U  further  enaded,  dcc,^  That  on  and  after  the  expiration  of  Iweoty- 
five  years  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  enactment,  aH  the  canal  or 
canals,  and  all  other  improvements  connected  therewith,  shall  revert  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  be  at  its  disposition. 

Accepted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Before  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  on  the  final  adop- 
tion, I  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Foley  moved  to  adopt  the  bill  as  amended.  Carried,  by  the  following 
vote: 

Tow— MoFsrs.  Boullgny,  Buckley,  Brown,  Bangs,  Cook,  Creigh,  Christie, 
Corley,  Evans,  Foley,  Gannon,  Galligar,  Griffith,  Harnan,  Howes,  Haberlln, 
Henratty,  Hawkins,  Hawthorne,  Ingram,  Kavanagh,Kamper,La8ter,  McCann, 
Miller  W.  JX,^  Maas,  Michel,  Pearson.  Prescott,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Todd,  Van  Tromp,  Walsh,  Waters— 36. 

ifay^— Messrs.  Belden  S.,  speaker,  Bovee,  BofiU,  Balser,  Bensel,  Badger, 
Burke,  Boudreaux,  Bernard,  Breckenridge,  Belden  R.  L.,  Collins,  Chamber- 
lain, Bufresne,  Kleas,  Laloire,  Miller  R.  M.,  Mace,  Marie,  Nephler,  Riggs, 
Senette,  Wood,  Woodward--24. 

The'  title  was  then  adopted ;  when,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  antl^ 
12  M.  Monday,  January  16th. 

MoxDAT,  January  16, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.,  and  the  speaker  being 
absent  from  sickness,  Mr.  Michel  was  elected  speaker  pro  tern. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strong. 

A  proiest  against  the  passage  of  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  facilitate  the 
works  of  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  Com- 
pany," signed  by  twenty-six  members  of  the  House,»was  presented  and  read. 

Mr.  f  oley— I  move  it  be  laid  on  the  table  until  presented  in  proper 
language.    It  is  insulting  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— That  is  unparliamentary  and  unconstitutional,  and  the 
protest  cannot  be  treated  in  this  manner. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  House  had  a  right  to  reject  a  protest. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  motion,  several  members  refusing  to  vote. 

Mr.  Cqrihtie— I  move  that  the  protest  be  recommitted  to  the  gentlemen 
offering  it 

Mr.  Foley— I  withdraw  my  motion  to  (able. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  refuse  to  accept  the  protest. 
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The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 
A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Hr.  Van  Tromp  presented  a  report  (h>m  the  Ladies  Charitable  Association 
of  Baton  Ronge,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Charitable  Institu- 
tions. 

Hr.  Dejean  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introdnce  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  relief  of  J.  C.  Prendergast,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
An  act  to  amend  article  3465,  of  the  Civil  Code.    Adopted. 
An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  State  tax  collector  for  the  parish  of 
Jefferson. 
Adopted. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  licenses. 

Me.  Foley— I  move  this  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  pn  Judiciary, 
that  copies  of  this  bill  may  be  printed.  We  ought  not  to  rush  through  im- 
portant bills  without  any  consideration. 

Mb.  Chahbbblaix— I  second  that  motion,  as  I  believe  that  committee  has 
been  very  remiss  in  its  duty. 

The  motion  was  carried,  when  a  similar  motion  was  carried  relative  to  an 
act  relative  to  absentees. 
The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  police  bill  taken  up  on  second  n^ading. 
Mb.  Folbt— I  move  to  amend  the  first  section  by  striking  out  *'  four  hun- 
dred,'' as  the  number  of  men  who  are  to  constitute  the  police  force  of  the 
city,  and  insert  **  not  less  than  five  hundred." 
The  amendment  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Pbakson— I  move  to  strke  out "  acting  *'  before  the  word  "  mayor," 
io  that  the  reading  will  be  "  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  shall  or- 
ganise the  police  force." 
Mr.  Leoter— I  move  to  lay  on  the  tab4|  all  amendments. 
Mb.  Christie— I  am  opposed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  tabling  amendments  which 
have  not  been  read. 
The  Speaker  pro  (em. — We  are  only  voting  upon  those  before  the  House. 
The  motion  to  table  was  lost 

Mr.  Laloirb — I  move  to  amend,  so  as  to  make  all  policemen  *'  perma- 
sent,"  instead  of  "  resident "  ♦*  citizens  of  New  Orleans,"  and  to  strike  out 
tbe  last  clause,  which  provides  that  present  members  of  the  police  shall  not 
be  removed,  except  in  case  of  delinquency  and  trial. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  understand  that  to  be  an  amendment,  Mr.  Speaker ;  and, 
before  any  amendment  is  put,  we  must  vote  on  the  substitute. 
Mr.  Mbbks — ^I  move  the  substitute  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  carried. 

IfR.  Laloirb — ^I  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  before  the  question  is  put, 
for  the  reason  that  many  members  are  interested. 
ICr.  Pearson's  motion  was  lost. 
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Mr.  Chambbriain— I  moye  to  strike  out  <<  gaantntees,''  and  insert  *<  qnali- 
ficatlons,"  in  the  lines,  *'  Prorided,  that  no  policeman  now  in  office,  who  pot- 
sessee  the  *  guarantees '  required  by  this  act,  shall  be  remoyed,  unless  in 
case  of  delinquency/'  &e»  The  word  *'  guarantees  "  means  simply  nothing, 
in  this  connection. 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Harxan— I  move  to  amend  by  requiring  policemen  to  be  ^  permaiMit 
citizens  of  New  Orleans  "  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  we  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Potxot—I  move  allamendments  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pearson- I  wish  to  go  out,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  have  a  right  to  break 
the  quorum  when  I  see  a  bill  before  the  House  which  I  think  justifies  me  in 
£0  doing. 

Mr.  Foley— If  that  is  the  case,  sir,  the  minority  might  prevent  us  from 
passing  any  bill. 

Mr.  Ddaxe— I  move  that  the  gentleman  be  not  excused,  after  his  explana- 
tion of  reasons  for  wishing  to  be. 

The  Speaker  pro  iem.—l  cannot  permit  you  to  leave,  sir. 

The  motion  to  table  all  amendments  was  carried. 

Mr.  Bovee— I  have  an  amendment,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  has  not  been  read, 
and  I  claim  it  is  in  order. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  until  six  O'clock,  inst,  was  amended  to  12  m.^  to-mor- 
row, both  of  which  motions  were  lost. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  the  bill  be  recommitted. 

The  motion  was  tabled. 

Mr.  Pearson— Mr.  Speaker :  According  to  one  of  our  rules,  no  member 
can  vote  on  any  question  in  which  he  is  interested.  I  demand  the  enforce- 
ment of  that  rule. 

Mr.  Mebks — ^I  see  no  one  so  much  interested,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  gentle- 
man himself  [applause],  who  is  persistently  endeavoring  to  defeat  the  bUL 

M.  Foley— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Pkarson— I  move  we  a^oum,  which  motion  has  the  preoedence  of 
the  last. 

The  motion,  on  putting  the  previous  question,  was  carried. 

The  rejection  and  adoption  of  the  first  section  were  each  moved. 

Mr.  Bovee— I  have  offered  an  amendment,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  regular  form, 
and  it  has  never  been  read.    Is  it  out  of  order! 

The  Speaker  pro  ton— Yes,  sir.  Several  amendments  were  offered,  when 
all  amendments  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  moved  the  rejection  of  the  bill  before  its  adoption,  or  it 
was  read. 

Mr.  Laloire — Mr.  Speaker :  I  demand  the  enforcement  of  a  standing  n|le 
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of  ibis  House,  which  forbids  any  member  to  vote  on  a  qnesUon  in  which  he 
is  interested. 

The  first  section,  organidng  the  city  police,  was  adopted  as  amended. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.  to-morrow,  the  17th  inst 


Tuesday,  January  17,1865. 
The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.,  and  the  speaker  being 
absent  ftom  sickness,  Mr.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chair. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Father  Magee. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Christie  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Besohedy  That  the  rules  of  order  and  constitution,  as  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  be  referred  to  the  Printing  Committee,  with 
antbority  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  cause  of  the  many  errors  con- 
tained tnerein. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  following : 

Bescivtdj  That  where  leave  of  ak>8ence  is  granted  to  one  or  more  members 
of  this  House,  the  necessary  number  to  constitute  a  quorum  shall  be  lessened 
by  such  number  of  absences. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  also  the  motion  to  adopt,  by  the  following 
vote — ^yeas  25,  nays  35. 
Mr.  Foley  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resdvedf  That  the  clerk  be  instructed  to  insert  the  names  of  absent  mem- 
bers in  the  official  minutes  of  the  House  daily. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden  offered  a  resolution  relative  to  preserving  better  order  In 
ibe  House,  and  requesting  the  speaker  to  use  all  means  for  that  end,  which 
was  adopted. 

A  memorial  from  the  signers  of  the  protest  against  the  Bayou  Lafourche 
and  Mii^sissippi  Land  Improvement  ■  bill,  which  was  referred  back  to  them, 
was  read,  stating  that  they  declined  to  modify  the  language  or  spirit  of  the 
protest,  and  returned  it  to  the  House. 

The  following  gentleman  gave  notice  of  the  Introduction  of  bills : 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden :  An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  and  fees  of  clerks  and 
sherKb  of  the  District  Courts  of  all  the  parishes  throughout  the  State,  the 
parish  of  Orleans  excepted. 

Mr.  Senette :  An  act*  to  increase  the  salaries  of  judges  of  the  District 
GoortB  throughout  the  State,  the  parishes  of  Orleans  and  Jefferson  excepted. 

The  City  Charter  was  taken  up  and  passed  on  its  first  reading. 

On  mation  of  Mr.  Foley,  one  hundred  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  bill  given  the  precedence  in  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

The  police  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  sections  two,  three  and  four  adopted 
without  amendment 

Section  five  was  read. 
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Mb.  Chamberlain~I  move  to  make  the  time  for  the  appointment  of  the 
commission  after  the  passage  of  this  act  *'  thirty  days "  instead  of  "  ten 
days." 

Mb.  Mbbks — I  move  to  lay  tliat  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Cuambeblain— I  move  to  amend  by  adding,  **  said  commission  to 
be  composed  of  five  citizens,  and  who  shall  take  and  subscribe  to  the  oath 
prescribed  by  article  90  of  the  consUtution." 

Accepted  and  section  adopted  as  amended. 

Section  six  was  read. 

Mb.  CHiiiBEBLAiN— I  offer  the  following  amendment  to  section  6 : 

*'  But  all  witnesses  examined  before  said  commission  shall  be  under  oath." 

Amendment  accepted  and  section  adopted. 

Sections  7  and  8  were  adopted  without  amendment 

Mb.  Peabson—I  move  to  r^ect  section  9. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  to  adopt  section  10,  was  tabled. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  bill  then  come  up. 

Mb.  Feabson— I  object  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  it  is  unconstitutionaL 

The  bill  was  adopted  as  amended,  by  the  following  vote — yeas  54,  nays  8. 

Mb.  Folet— I  now  move  to  reconsider  my  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  bill 
and  also  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Baum— I  also  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Baum— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  the  bill  on  its  third 
reading. 

Mb.  Peabsox— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Lost— yeas  21,  nays  42. 

The  original  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  adopted  on  its  third  reading. 

Mb.  BoFrij^— I  mov.e  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  adopting  the  bill  on  its 
third  reading. 

Mb.  Baum— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  un;il  12  m.,  Wednesday,  January  18, 


Thubsday,  January  19, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Kev.  Dr.  Newman. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  an^approved. 

A  communication  from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  requesting  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  investigate  certain  charges  made  against  one  of  the  assistant 
•ergeants-at-arms,  was  read. 
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Mb.  Botkb— I  moFe  a  jcommittee  of  three  be  appointed* 

Mr.  O'CoianEB— I  ameod  to  seveii. 

Oarried. 

Mr.  Presoott  oflkred  a  reaolntioii,  to  appoint  a  eommittee  of  Afo,  to  inquire 
Into  the  expedienej  of  engaging  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  for  a  State  Hoose, 
tnd  to  ascertain  if  it  afforded  the  requisite  accommodations  for  the  Legisla- 
tare  and  State  library. 

Mr.  Pbisoott— According  to  the  estimate  of  the  authorities  of  this  cit  j,  the 
Tory  insufficient  accommodations  which  haye  been  secured  for  tliis  Legislsr> 
tore  and  for  the  State  officers,  will  cost  about  $24,000  a  year.  They  are 
insufficient,  and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  rent  other  buildings,  where 
the  public  records  and  documents  are  not  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  flre  at 
any  moment  In  support  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  a  flre  took 
place  in  Gamp  street,  last  night,,  which  totally  destroyed  the  papers  of  the 
lind  office.  In  order  to  avoid  a  similar  accident,  it  is  highly  proper  that  a 
saltable  building  should  be  engaged  where  all  the  offices  of  the  State  can  be 
concentrated,  and  thereby  not  only  subserve  the  convenience  of  the  State 
officers,  but  the  public  generally.  The  measure  is  one  that  commands  the 
favorable  consideration  of  this  House,  on  the  ground  of  economy.  The 
building  will  cost  only  $8000  a  year,  and  will  accommodate  all  the  State 
officers  and  the  Legislature,  and  leave  a  surplus  of  room,  which  can  be 
devoted  to  the  use  of  the  committees  of  this  House.  The  saving  to  be 
effected  will  amount  to  not  less  than  $20,000  a  year ;  and  in  the  impovei^ 
ished  condition  of  the  State,  and  no  immediate  prospect  of  material  hnprove- 
ment,  renders  it  imperatively  necessary  for  the  House  to  entertain  any  propo- 
sition for  the  saving  of  so  much  money.  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  the 
frvorable  consideration  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  presented  a  resolution,  according  to  which,  any  member  absent 
at  roll-call  and  for  fifteen  minutes  thereafter,  except  they  have  leave  of 
absence,  shall  forfeit  his  per  dism. 

Mr.  LewjS — I  amend  to  thirty  minuter. 

Amendment  accepted. 

Mr.  Brscksnbidoe— I  offer  a  substitute,  providing  that  in  case  of  any 
member  absent  for  ten  consecutive  days,  without  satisfactory  excuse,  his  seat 
shall  be  declared  vacant  and  a  new  election  ordered. 

The  Speaker— The  substitute  is  out  of  order,  as  it  is  not  germain  to  the 
•abject 

Me.  Michel— According  to  that  i^solution,  a  member  is  not  excused  and 
forfeits  his  per  dian,  even  if  sick.    I  move  to  insert  ''  except  in  case  of  sick- 


The  amendment  was  accepted. 
19h 
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Mb.  Labtebt— I  olfor  a  ftirther  amendment,  "  no  member  shall  leave  the 
hall,  except  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  nature." 
.    The  SPBAUER—Ont  of  order. 

The  xeeolatioo  was  adopted  as  amended^yeas  38,  nays  16. 

Mr.  O^Conner  offered  a  reeolntkni  forbidding  the  smoking  of,pipet  on  the 
floor. 

A  motion  to  reject  was  lost 

Mb.  Folbt— I  amend  to  include  cigars. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  when  the  original  resolution  was  lost 

A  resolution  signed  by  eighteen  members  was  presented,  setting  forth  the 
resolution  directing  tliat  no  clerk  shall  receive  more  than  eight  dollars  per 
day,  making  an  exception  to  that  resolution  in  favor  of  the  warnmt  clerk,  aad 
giving  him  twelve  dollars  per  day. 

Mb.  MicHEL—That  resolution  cannot  pass  the  House,  lor  the  reason  that 
one  of  exactly  its  reverse  tenor  has  already  passed. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  resolution,  was  carried. 

Mb.  CHRisTtE— I  moFO  to  amend,  Mr/Speaker,  by  inserting  "  one  hundred  " 
instead  of  '*  twelve  dollars ;''  for  if  his  duties  are  so  extremely  arduous,  he 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  ovly  twelve  dollars  per  day. 

Mr.  Folet— Out  of  order. 

Mb  Christie— I  hope  the  chair  will  assert  its  dignity  and  not  allow  man- 
hers  to  decide  quesUons  of  order.    [Applause.] 

The  Spbakeb — The  resolution  is  in  order,  as  the  House  can  suspend  the 
rules  and  bring  up  this  resolution,  as  it  has  done.  More  than  that,  the  House 
has  a  perfect  right  to  repeal  or  amend  a  resolution  when  once  passed. 

Mr.  Christie's  amendment  was  tabled — yeas  88,  nays  10. 

Mr.  Foley— I  amend,  by  Inserting  "  fifty  "  in  place  of  "  twelve  dollars,*^ 

Mb.  Van  Tbomp— I  move  to  amend  so  as  to  give  all  clerla  the  same  com- 
pensation. 

Mb.  Balse(i— I  move  to  lay  on  the  table  all  amendments. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  move  that  further  consideration  of  this  resolution  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mb.  Folet— I  move  to  amend,  making  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  on 
banks  and  banking  twelve  dollars  per  day  also. 

Mr.  Lewis'  amendment  was  lost — yeas  19,  nays  21. 

Mb.  Micheu— I  move  to  amend  by  including  also  the  clerks  of  the  Committee 
on  Internal  Improrements. 

Mb.  Setmoub— I  move  we  adjourn.  ^ 

Mb.  Pearson— I  move  to  lay  on  the  table  all  amendments. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost 

Mb.  Foley— I  move  that  all  further  consideration  of  this  question  be 
postponed  until  Monday  next 
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Ths  SpBAKEB^Thls  reBoltftton  most  be  postponed  until  to-morroir,  u  the 
hour  for  calling  up  the  order  of  the  day  has  arrived. 

Mb.  Crambbrlain— Mr.  Speaker :  Inasmuch  as  there  Is  no  order  df  the 
day,  I  move  a  suspendon  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  regular  course  of  busi* 


The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Boree  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for  the  abolishment  of  capital  pun* 
Ument    Ldd  over  under  the  rules. 

The  GoBunittee  on  Education  announced  the  discharge  of  their  clerk. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  introduced  an  act  to  proTide  for  the  commutation  of  cer- 
tahi  persons  who  may  be  drafted  under  the  late  order  of  the  commanding 
general  of  the  gull 

Mr.  Michel  introduced  an  act  relative  to  the  fees  of  justices  of  the  peace 
and  constables  throughout  the  State. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Prendergast  passed  the  first  reading. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill,  having  been  passed  on  first  and 
second  readings,  was  refBrred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  Senate  announced  concurrence  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Female 
Orphan  Asylum  at  Bayou  Sara,  and  asked  concurrence  in  a  joint  resolution^ 
instructing  the  United  States  senators,  and  requesting  the  United  States  rep- 
resentatives of  Louisiana  to  vote  for  the  constitutional  amendment  for  abol- 
ishing slavery. 

The  joint  resolution  was  passed  on  first  reading,  and,  ihe  rules  being  sus- 
pended, was  put  on  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mebks— Mr.  Speaker :  I  object  to,  and  intend  to  vote  agidnst  the  res- 
olution, as  I  do  not  think  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  abolish  slavery.  I 
believe  that  the  States  have  not  only  the  right  to  decide  that  question  for 
themselves,  but  the  exclusive  right  to  do  so. 

I  therefore  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Chbistie— I  hope  that  resolution  will  be  adopted. 

Mb.  Pbabsoi^— I  call  for  a  sa^ension  of  the  rules,  in  order  that  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  left  [Mr.  Christie]  may  be  allowed  to  speak. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mb.  Chribtib— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  not  about  to  speak  at  great  length 
upon  this  question.  The  steamer  leaves  the  city  on  Saturday,  and  it  Is 
exceedingly  important  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  should  bo  borne 
to  the  North  at  that  time. 

The  question  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  State,  is  nbt  the  question  before 
us  to-day,  and  that  sprung  upon  this  House  at  (xny  time,  would  be  entirely 
ignored,  for  the  reason  that  there  Is  no  question  among  the  citizens  of  Louis- 
iana, in  regard  to  their  determination  upon  this  subject.  The  passage  of 
this  joint  resolution  is,  at  this  time,  of  urgent  importance — of  extreme  neoee^ 
sity.    Should  It  be  postponed  or  rejected  by  any  possibility,  we  may  not  be 
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able  to  dispatch  it  by  thia  siMiner.  The  miod  of  each  member  of  tfaia  House 
is  andonbtedlj  made  np  as  to  the  paramount  necessitj  of  instroctiBg  our 
senators  and  representatives  on  this  point  Perhaps  all  gendemen  on  ibis 
floor  may  not  feel  as  strongly  in  relation  to  this  matter  as  I,  bat  I  hope  tlMre 
will  be  no  dissenting  voice  when  the  question  is  put  on  the  adoption  of  tUt 
wise,  patriotic  and  just  measure. 

Do  not  gentlemen  perceire  the  insidious  influences  on  foot  in  our  midai 
to  ignore  our  free  State  government,  and  to  detract  from  the  respect  and 
confidence  due  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State  T  Have  you  not  seen  gentle- 
men who  always  have  been  and  will  be  antagonistic  to  our  views,  who  are 
opposed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  do  not  sympathise  with  the 
dominant  feeling  of  this  State,  withstand,  and  lilce  a  rock,  oppose  your  views. 
and  your  government  T  Will  you  sulfor  these  men  to  ride  roughshod  over 
you?  Look  at  the  perfect  stream  of  poisonous  argument  and  influence 
pouring  into  Washington,  endeavoring  to  ignore  and  contemn  you.  It  is 
necessary  for  us  to  take  some  action,  for  these  despicable  maUgners  would 
ever  teach  the  poor  black  man,  that  he  has  no  support,  confidence  or  sympft- 
thy  in  this  hall ;  telling  him  (the  other  day,  in  their  convention)  to  appeal  to 
Washington.  I  wished  him  to  appeal  \o  this  Legislature,  and  I  conceive 
that  in  view  of  the  malicious  instigation  of  men  in  our  midst,  who,  with  their 
hypocrisy  so  transparent,  are  endeavoring  to  mislead  the  minds  of  men  in 
high  places  in  Washington,  we  must  adopt  this  measure  as  men.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Senate  has  acted  upon  this  question  unanimously— let  ua  do 
the  same,  as  the  most  cherished  wish  of  our  hearts  and  as  an  emanation  from 
the  free  State  party  of  Louisiana,  assembled  in  this  hall.  We,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  should  do  this  act  to-day! 

Mb.  Bovek~I  move  the  rules  be  suspended,  to  allow  the  gentleman  on  my 
right  (Mr.  Meeks)  to  reply  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Kavanauo— I  amend,  by  adding, "  and  any  other  gentleman  who  wishes 
to  speak  on  the  subject" 

The  amendment  was  accepted,  the  rules  suspended,  and  the  motion  carried. 

Mr.  MsKKS—Mr.  Speaker :  I  will  not  detain  the  Hou^  long ;  but  as  the 
gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  wax  very  eloquent  upon  this  subject,  I  mnst  say  a 
few  words. 

I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  this  House  to  paas  this,  or  any  other 
similar  measure.  The  gentleman  has  not  recollected  that  we  have,  as  yet, 
LO  senators  or  representatives  upon  the  floor  of  Congress,  or  any  guaimntee 
that  we  shall  have.  I  am  in  &vor  of  tiie  abolishment  of  slavery,  but  am 
opposed  to  giving  the  president  or  Congress  the  power  of  doing  so  in  any 
other  State,  whether  the  citizens  thereof  desire  it  or  not— thus,  if  the  oiticena 
do  not  desire  it,  depriving  them  of  a  large  amount  of  valuable  proper^.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  such  power  should  be  entrusted  to  the  chief  executive 
of  the  nation,  and  am  therefore  opposed  to  the  bilL     I  reiterate  my  motion. 
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Mr.  Chambebulin— Mr.  Speaker :  The  gentleman  opposes  this  resolution 
merely  on  the  ground  of  ''  State  sovereignty/'  which  is  the  most  dangerous 
of  alt  the  rights  claimed  by  any  people  or  power. 

Mr.  Lewis— The  gentleman  has  no  second  to  bis  motion  to  table  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr  Katanagh— I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  Skkbttk— Mr.  Spealcer :  I  understand  that  we  have  a  perfect  right  to 
instruct  those  in  Congress.  It  seems  to  me,^also,  that,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  any  amendment  to  that  constitution  must  be 
ratified  by  the  people,  so  that  there  is  no  danger  that  any  rights  will  be 
invaded,  even  if  the  proposed  amendment  does  pass.       ' 

Mr.  Pearson— I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  resolution  is  entirely  unne- 
cessary, for  the  reason  that  those  who  represent  us  in  Congress  are  from  a 
free  State,  and  must  already  know  the  minds  of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  Katanaoh— Mr.  Speaker :  I  deny  the  right  of  President  Lincoln,  or 
the  Congress  of  these  United  States,  to  take  any  man's  property  f^om  him, 
without  remunerating  him  for  it  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  would  state  that,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  an  effort 
was  made  to  abolish  the  clause  in  the  constitution  sanctioning  slavery.  The 
requisite  vote  of  two-thirds  was  obtained  in  the  Senate,  but  not  in  the 
House,  and  an  attempt  is  now  being  made  to  obtain  the  necessary  number. 
Whether  it  will  be  successful  or  not,  I  am  not  able  to  say,  as  it  has  not  come 
to  a  test ;  but  we  have  some  four-fifths  of  the  representatives.  The  number 
wanting  before  was  only  thirteen,  and,  if  all  the  members  are  admitted,  two- 
thirds  can  be  obtained.  It  is  highly  necessary  our  delegation  should  be 
admitted,  and  the  most  powerful  argument  in  favor  of  that,  is  the  necessity 
of  their  being  on  the  fioor  of  Congress  to  abolish  that  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Their  admission  will  place  that  question  beyond  a  doubt,  and  wipe 
away  forever  the  great  stigma  of  slavery.  That  will  be  done  by  Congress, 
at  its  meeting  next  March.  All  the  copperheads,  and  opponents  of  the  abo- 
lidon  of  slavery,  are  elected  to  stay  at  home,  while  the  advocates  of  freedom 
take  their  places,  and  will  do  their  duty  to  this  country.  It  is,  therefore, 
simply  a  question  of  time.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  on  the  admission 
of  our  delegates  to  Congress,  depends  our  very  existence  as  a  Legislature. 
Therefore  it  is  not  only  our  duty,  but  interest,  to  see  them  instructed  in  the 
manner  proposed.  Should  they  be  rejected,  we  may  disband  at  once,  and 
will  undoubtedly  be  ordered  to  do  so,  and  leave  a  good  work  undone,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  public  service  and  the  cause  of  freedom.  I  wish  the 
Tote  published  on  this  question,  to  let  all  see  who  the  friends  of  the  govern- 
ment are,  and  who  are  its  opposers.  I  am  not  a  copperhead,  a  traitor,  or  a 
tory.  I  am  a  ftriend  to  this  government,  and  have  made  as  great  sacrifices  as 
any  man  in  so  humble  a  sphere  of  duty,  and  have  rendered  all  the  service 
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that  mj  abilities  allowed.    From  the  vote  on  this  qaeation,  I  wish  the  pablk 
to  Bee  who  are  opposed  to  the  government,  and  who  are  in  its  favor. 
The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  hj  the  following  vote : 

Teof— Messrs.  Bonligny,  Kavanagh,  Meeks,  Wood — i. 

Jtfaya — Messrs.  Bovee,  BofiU,  Balser,  Buckley,  Brown,  Beosel,  Badger,  Ber- 
nard, BnrkiB,  Bondreanx,  Bangs,  Breckenridge,  Belden  R.  L.,  Cook,  Creigfa, 
Collins,  Chamberlain,  Christie,  Duane,  Dejean,  Danel,  Egan,  Ennis,  Foley, 
Gannon*  Galligar,  Griffith,  Haman,  Howes,  Haberlin,  Ingram,  Kleas,  Kamper, 
Laster,  Lester,  Laloire,  Lewis,  McCann,  McGnire,  Miller  R.  M.,  Maas,  Michel, 
Mace,  Marie,  Nephler,  O^Conner,'  Pearson,  Prescott,  Robinson,  Riggs,  SchiU 
lang,  Seymour,  St  Martin,  Smith,  Senette,  Tully,  Todd,  Van  Tromp,  Walsh, 
Waters,  Woodward— 61. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted,  and  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules  passed 
on  its  third  reading— yeas  60,  nays  5. 

On  motion  of.  Mr.  Tully,  the  House  then  a^oumed  until  12  m.,  Friday, 
January  20th. 


Fridat,  January  20, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas 
offered  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceediogs  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Badger — Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  adopting 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  announcing  the  dis- 
charge of  its  clerk. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  PRRSCxnrr— Mr.  Speaker :  I  desire  to  present  my  reasons  for  offering 
tiiat  report  on  yesterday.  In  the  first  place,  I  could  but  feel  that  the  employ- 
ment of  a  clerk  on  this  particular  committee  was  adding  unnecessarily  to  the 
crushing  weight  of  taxation  which  is  now  pressing  so  heavily  upon  the  people 
of  this  State— adding,  perhaps,  the  last  straw.  I  also  could  not  but  feel  that 
the  few  duties  discharged  by  the  gentleman  in  question,  were  performed  in 
an  entirely  unsatisfactory  manner. 

Knowing  that  the  rest  of  the  committee  were  aware  of  the  uselessnees  oi 
our  employing  any  clerk,  and  supposing  that  they  coincided  with  me  in 
regard  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  Incumbent,  I  took  the  liberty  of  discharging 
him,  without  intending  any  disrespect  to  the  remainder  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bihbeb — Mr.  Speaker:  The  remainder  of  this  committee  do  not, 
perhaps,  so  much  object  to  the  discharge  of  this  clerk,  and  possibly  coincide 
with  the  gentleman  in  all  his  remarks,  but  we  do  most  positively  object  to 
this  summary  method  of  doing  business.  None  of  the  rest  of  the  members 
were  consulted  and  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  matter  until  the  queetioii 
was  already  virtually  settled. 

Mr.  Crgioh— I  move  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  carried. 
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Mb.  Pbesoott— I  resign  mj  position  as  cbainnan  pro  tern,  and  member  of 
Committee  on  Internal  ImprovementB. 

The  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  secretary  of  sute  announced  the  election  of  John  Wolf,  Esq.,  to  tiU 
the  vacancy  in  the  House  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  R.  McDonnelli 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

The  Hon.  Dan.  Christie  was  <»illed  to  the  chidr. 

The  resolution  increasing  the  per  dUm  of  the  warrant  clerk  (laid  over 
flrom  yesterday)  was  taken  up. 

Thb  SpEAKKR|>ra  tem—T]uB  resolution  having  been  annulled  by  a  previoas 
enactment,  I  declare  it  out  of  order.  A  resolution  was  introduced  here 
someUme  ago  declaring  that  the  warrant  clerk  should  only  receive  eight 
dollars  per  day.  A  full  discussion  was  at  that  time  had,  and  the  resolu- 
tion having  been  passed,  a  motion  to  reconsider  it  was  lost.  This  resolntioa 
proposes  to  annul  that  one,  and  I  again  declare  It  out  of  order. 

Mb.  Peabson— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  chair— yeas  26,  nays  45. 

Mb.  Folkt— I  move  that  the  words  excepting  the  warrant  clerk  flrom  the 
action  of  the  previous  resolution,  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Bofill — I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Crbioh — I  move  to  amend  and  give  all  clerics  twelve  dollars  per  day. 

Mb.  Mbeks — I  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mb.  MicBBLr— I  move  we  adjoam,  and  claim  that  it  is  first  in  order,  accord- 
ing to  rule  82. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted — ^yeas  44,  nays  25. 

Mb.  Bofill— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote. 

Mb.  Todd— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.' 

The  last  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Michel  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Be^ohedj  That  the  office  of  warrant  clerk,  of  this  Houie  be,  and  is  hereby 
declared  vacant. 

B^cted. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost—yeas  28,  nays  45. 

Me.  Badobb— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  mles  to  take  up  the  bill  defbdng 
the  duties  of  State  tax  collector,  on  its  second  reading. 

Mb.  Foiet— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost,  and  the  motion  to  suspend,  carried. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mb.  Foley— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  Bevenne. 

Lost 
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Mb.  Michbu—I  move  to  reject  the  bilL 

Lott 

Mr.  Mebks— I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Lost 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  that  it  be  taken  np  section  by  section  and  pro- 
ceeded with. 

Carried. 

Tlie  first  section  was  read. 

Mr.  Tullt— I  move  to  strike  out  "two- thirds"  from  the  part  reading, 
**  give  bond  and  security  according  to  law,  in  a  sum  which  shall  be  equal  to 
iwo-thirds  of  the  amount  of  taxes  leyied,"  etc. 

Mr.  Michei/— I  more  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost 

Mb.  Mbecs— I  move  to  amend  by  making  the  bond  for  the  Fourth  District, 
$30,000  instead  of  $15,000,  and  insert  "  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  Right  Bank." 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 

A  motion  to  table  all  amendments  was  carried,  and  the  first  section 
adopted. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Monday,  January  23d. 


Monday,  January  23, 1865. 
The  House  met  at  12  o*clock  ¥.,  pursuant  to  an  adjournment,  Hon.  S.  Bel- 
den,  speaker,  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Baum  ofi'ered  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas t  His  excellency,  Michael  Hahn,  governor  of  Louisiana,  has,  in 
his  wisdom,  recommended  that  Tuesday,  24th  instant,  be  ol>8erved  and 
respected  by  the  people  of  Louisiana  as  a  holiday  for  recreation  and  festivity, 
in  honor  of  the  emancipation  acts  of  Missouri  and  Tennessee ; 

And  whereas,  The  House  of  Representatives  fully  endorse  the  purposes  of 
his  excellency's  proclamUtion,  and  has  with  satisfaction  learned  that  two 
new  stars  have  been  added  to  the  constellation  of  liberty,  independence  and 
f^edom  ; 

Resolved,  That  in  conformity  with  his  excellency's  proclamation,  this 
House,  will  not  meet  on  Tuesday,  (to-morrow)  and  will  adjourn  to-day  to 
meet  again  on  Wednesday,  the  25Ui  inst.,  at  12  m. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  ofibred  the  fbllowing  resolution  : 

Whereas,  The  States  of  Missouri  and  Tennessee  have  solemnly  proclaimed 
that  all  slaves  within  their  borders  were  immediately  and  forever  declared 
free,  and  that  the  institution  of  slavery  is  now  and  forever  prohibited 
throughout  the  States  ; 

Be  U  resolved,  That  we  hail  with  delight  the  glad  tidings  of  freedom,  and 
send  greetings  to  our  sister  States,  Missouri  and  Tennessee,  and  that  we  ob- 
serve Tuesday,  January  240),  as  a  holiday,  in  honor  of  the  edicts  of  emanci- 
pation declared  by  said  States. 

Resolution  adopted. 
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Mr.  Daane  offered  a  resolation  that  tbe  special  committee  appointed  to 
liiTeetlgate  tbe  charges  brought  against  Robert  Watson,  assistant  serp^eant-at- 
anns,  take  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  in  writing  and  laj  it  before  the 
Hoose. 

Kb.  Pkabsok—I  would  state  that  there  are  no  charges  whateyer  preferred 
against  Mr.  Watson,  by  either  Mr.  Duane,  or  any  one  else. 

Mb.  Bovee — I  move  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  special  committee 
^  already  appointed  on  this  subject 

Mb.  Dcaxk — As  the  gentleman  states,  there  have  been  preferred  no 
charges,  but  he  has  been  suspended  by  the  sergeant-at-arms,  for  an  investi- 
gation of  alleged  dishonesty.  It  appears  I  am  mixed  uj>  in  that  report,  but 
I  have  preferred  no  charges.  I  appeared  before  the  committee  on  Saturday, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  my  testimony,  and  was  interrupted  so  much  by 
this  same  Robert  Watson,  that  I  was  unable  to  conclude.  He  positively 
declared  I  was  a  thief,  in  the  presence  of  that  committee.  I  called  for  the 
[  sction  of  ihe  committee,  in  behalf  of  the  dignity  of  this  House.    I  am  well 

^  able  to  protect  myself,  and  only  wished  the  dignity  of  this  body  maintained. 

>=  It  Is  too  much  for  an  employ^,  so  recently  placed  here,  and  under  such  pe- 

I  culiar  circumstances,  to  halt  me  in  the  hall,  on  my  way  to  this  body,  and  there 

I  call  me  a  thief,  and  send  word  to  my  friends  he  wished  to  fight  me.     I  can 

refer  to  two  or  three  other  members  he  has  insulted  in  the  same  manner, 
■nd  I  shall  ask,  and  insist,  that  this  body  take  this  matter  under  consider- 
ation. 

Mb.  Peabson— The  gentleman  has  told  the  House  what  Mr.  Watson  said ; 
but  he  has  not  told  the  reason,  nor  the  cause  that  made  him  act  in  this  man- 
ner. I  say  a  member  of  this  House  has  no  more  right  to  call  an  employ^  a 
thief,  than  the  employ^  has  to  call  the  member  a  thief.  Let  us  look  at  both 
sides. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  then  carried. 
}  The  Committee  on  Elections  reported  that  John  Wolf  was  duly  elected  to 

All  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  McDonnell.  Mr.  Wolf 
was  then  sworn  in. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  reported  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
leven  bills  as  the  number  left  over  from  last  session. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  that  they  had  appointed  M.  Secard  as 
derk. 

Mb.  Bouliont—I  move  the  report  be  rejected.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  employed 
as  the  clerk  of  the  committee,  and  was  discharged  for  the  reason  that  there 
was  no  work.    Now  that  there  is  work,  I  say,  let  us  reinstate  him. 

Mr.  Kavanagh— I  am  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  received  no  notice 
whatever  of  a  meeting  of  the  committee.  I  object  to  their  appointing  this 
gentleman,  or  any  other. 

Mb.  Michel— I  notified  every  member  of  the  committee  who  was  present 
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last  Fridaj,  and  all  atteoded  excepting  Mr.  KaTaoagh  and  Mr.  Cook.    Six 
members  were  there,  and  five  Toted  for  Mr.  Secard. 

Mr.  Howes— I  think  the  former  clerk  baa  a  right  to  the  place. 

Mr.  Baj)obk— There  was  a  resolution,  that  when  a  clerk  was  discharged 
for  the  wint  of  work,  he  shall  have  a  preference,  if  his  service  is  required. 

Mr.  Boudreavx— The  former  clerk  was  discharged,  there  being  no  work 
for  him  to  do.  He  would  not  give  us  a  satisfactory  reply  whether  he  would 
take  the  place,  when  wanted.  Last  Friday  we  met,  and  nominations  were 
made,  and  a  quorum  being  prepent,  another  clerk  was  elected. 

Mr.  Kavanagh— I  move  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Michel— As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  had  no  choice.  I  called  the  com- 
mittee together,  and  asked  if  we  should  elect  a  clerk.  A  majority  decided  to 
do  so,  and  Mr.  Bouligny  made  one  nomination  and  Mr.  Burke  the  other. 

On  taking  the  vote,  five  voted  for  Mr.  Secard  and  one  for  Mr.  Crozat. 

The  motion  to  reject  the  report  was  carried. 

The  following  bills  were  adopted  on  their  first  reading : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wood,  owner  of  the  steamboat  G.  W.  Forrest' 

«*  An  act  to  amend  article  646  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  635  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  634  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  189  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"An  act  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Vermillion  river." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  576  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  second  clause  of  article  275  of  the  Code  of  Practice.'^ 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  413  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  280  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  i35  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  241  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  49  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  670  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  659  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

**  An  act  to  amend  article  660  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  662  of  the  Code  of  Practice." 

The  bill  to  provide  for  paying  the  commutation  of  certain  persons  who 
may  be  drafted  under  the  late  order  of  the  Commanding  General  of  tbe 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  its  rejection. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— As  the  author  of  the  bill,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words. 
I  confess  I  admitted  the  clause  exempting  members  of  the  Legislature 
with  great  reluctance.  The  other  two  classes,  I  hold,  we  ought  to  do 
something  lor,  and  I  believe  the  Legislature  is  the  proper  body  to  do 
it  This  is  the  only  State  that  has  offered  no  bounty  for  volunteers. 
If  we  offer   such  bounty,  we  have  to   pay  it   to   every  man  that    vol- 
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unteers;  but  by  paasiog  this  bill,  alter  ezoladiQg  the  LegUlatnre,  if 
you  choose,  we  only  liave  to  pay  for  the  commutatioo,  or  purchase  aub- 
Btitotea  for  two  daaaea  of  people,  and  rerj  wcrthy  clasaea  too.  They 
are  merely  the  father  of  a  family  consbtiog  of  three  or  more  children 
under  twelve  years  of  age,  dependent  on  him  for  support,  and  an  only  son 
or  brother,  upon  whom  three  or  more  persons  depend  for  support  I  think 
no  gentleman  will  deny  that  these  classes  are  worthy  of  our  consideration.  I 
hold,  these  classes  ought  not  to  be  rejected.  Expunge  the  objectionable 
portion  relating  to  Uiis  body  and  adopt  the  balanoe,  and  you  will  be  doing  a 
worthy  action. 

Mb.  Chbistie — ^The  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman  for  the  adoption  of 
such  a  bill,  I  hold  to  be  thoroughly  superfluous.  I  am  impressed  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  exclude  the  t9tj  classes  named  in  the  bill ;  but  of 
this  I  am  not  positive.  What  idea  does  the  gentleman  wish  to  inculcate? 
That  the  loyal  people  of  Louisiana  desire  to  be  exempted  from  the  service 
they  owe  their  country  ?  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  ringle  gentleman  in  this 
House  or  out  of  it,  who  has  a  particle  of  loyalty  in  his  bosom,  that  desires 
the  passage  of  any  such  enactment  As  for  the  rebel  portion,  let  them  go  to 
the  devil  as  fast  as  military  power  can  send  ^em.  Grentlemen  are  entitled 
to  their  views,  but  as  for  my  part,  I  believe  I  could  do  the  goyemment  a 
great  deal  more  service  wiUi  a  musket  on  my  shoulder,  than  standing  here 
speaking  to  you.  I  think  it  is  high  time  Louisiana  contribu&d,  and  largely 
too,  from  her  loyal  element,  to  defend  this  State.  We  have  had  a  number  of 
these  q[ue8tions  here,  all  tending  to  the  same  purpose,  and  whether  we  act  or 
not,  the  military  will  carry  out  these  measures,  at  least  I  hope  they  will,  and 
trust  this  bill  wUl  be  regeoted. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried. 

The  bill  defining  the  duties  of  state  tax  collectors  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— After  the  words  "  and  such  sale  shall  not  be  void  for 
want  of  form  in  the  title,"  in  section  6,  I  move  to  insert,  '*  and  the  persona 
making  such  purchase  shall  be  put  in  possession  by  the  sheriff." 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Boudrxaux — I  move  to  make  the  notice  in  the  papers  of  the  sale  of 
goods  seized,  twenty  days  instead  of  ten. 

Mr.  Sbtmour— I  amend  to  thirty. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Harnan — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after  "  thirty  days  notice  given 
in  one  newspaper,"  the  words  "  four  times." 

Carried,  and  the  section  adopted  as  amended. 

Mr.  Michel— I  move  to  strike  out  section  7. 

Mr.  Eoan— I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
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Hb.  lIiCHKL— I  move  to  strike  out "  parish  of  JeflHrsoB,"  of  section  11. 

Laid  on  ihe  tab!e. 

Mb.  Sbtmocr^I  move  to  insert  after  ^parish  of  Orleans/*'  tlie  words 
**  right,  and  left  banks." 

Adopted. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  to  amend  section  11,  after  **  make  a  payment  and 
statement  in  like  manner,"  bj  inserting  ^  qnarterlj." 

Adopted. 

Mb.  Folbt— After  the  last  amendment,  I  move  to  strike  ont  the  words, 
"  within  the  first  five  days  of  September." 

Adopted. 

Mb.  CHAMBBBUkiN— I  moTC  to  amend  seodon  13,  by  sobstitating  "shall'' 
for  ''  may,"  making  it  read,  *'  and  immediately  after  the  said  delinqaency 
shall  occur,  shall  require  the  district  attorney,"  etc. 

Adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  as  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  eogroesed. 

Mb.  Harnan — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  the  bill  on  its  third 
reading. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  adopted. 

Mb.  Harnan— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  niles  to  take  np  a  joint  resoln- 
tion,  prohibiting  the  city  of  New  Orleans  fh>m  charging  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  for  the  license  on  retail  dealers  of  spirituous  liquors. 

Carried. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  by  a  further  suspension  of  the  rules,  pot 
upon  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  CHAifBERLAiN—We  cannot  act  in  this  matter  as  a  legiriative  body. 
We  can  Introduce  a  clause  to  this  efi'ect  into  the  city  charter,  prohibiting  the 
city  from  charging  more  than  $150,  but  we  cannot  legislate  upon  it  specially. 
It  is  a  municipal  affair  entirely,  and  we  have  no  right  to  interfere,  but  by 
introducing  a  clause  in  the  charter. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  only  wish  to  equalize  taxation.  Some  of  the  dealers 
around  the  canal  and  on  the  smaller  streets  do  not  sell  five  dollars  worth  in 
a  day,  and  yet  they  are  required  to  pay  the  same  tax  as  one  of  the  larger 
places  on  St.  Charles  street 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  Revenue. 

Carried. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  u.,  Wednesday,  Jan.  25th. 


Wednesday,  January  25, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  minutes  were  read  and 
adopted. 

The  speaker  appointed  Mr.  John  Wolf  on  the  Committee  on  Claims,  vice 
R.  M.  McDonnell,  resigned. 
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Mb.  Botwb— Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the 
Charity  Hospital,  and  move  that,  in  accordance  with  cnstom,  200  copiee 
be  printed. 

Mb.  Chbistis— I  would  like  to  know  why  that  report  has  not  be^i  pre- 
sented before. 

Mb.  Boybe — It  was  presented  to  me  to>day,  sir.  It  has  been  delayed  a 
little,  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  one  of  the  administrators  and  the 
secretary. 

Two  hundred  eopies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bouligny  offered  a  resolution  providing  that  conunlttee  clerks  iHio 
have  been  discharged  on  account  of  want  of  bushiess,  shall  have  precedence 
lor  appointment  over  all  others,  when  a  necessity  arises  on  the  part  of  said 
conunittees  for  the  employment  of  any  clerks. 

A  motion  to  reject  was  lost,  and  adoption  thereupon,  moved. 

Mb-  Duanb— I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  would  be  very  nnfoir  for  any 
committee  of  this  House  to  dismiss  a  clerk  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no 
business  for  him  to  perform,  and  then  employ  a  new  one,  when  the  services 
of  a  clerk  are  again  required,  holding  the  former  oocupMit  all  the  while  in 
Bu^ense  and  with  the  expectation  of  returning  to  the  office  to  which  he  was 
originally  appointed  and  from  which  he  was  removed  for  no  fault  of  his.  It 
would  certainly  be  unjust  to  prefer  a  new  applicant  to  the  office,  unless  the 
former  possessor  of  it  was  removed  from  it  on  account  of  some  fault 

Mb.  Lewis— It  strikes  me  it  would  be  very  unjust  to  oblige  any  oommiitee 
to  ^point  any  particular  clerk,  whether  he  ia  a  suitable  person  or  no. 

Mb.  Pbabsox— I  don't  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  resolution  designs  or 
expresses  any  such  thing  as  the  gentleonm  has  just  hinted  at  I  know  of  one 
instance— that  of  Mr.  Kennedy— who  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, thereby  showing  that  he  was  prefiBrred  as  the  clerk  of  those  genUe- 
men.  He  was  dismissed  simply  because  there  was  no  work  for  him  to  do, 
and  I  insist  that  he  should  be  re-appoimted  .to  that  derkship,  if  that  com- 
mittee ever  needs  the  services  of  any  scribe. 

Mb.  Van  Thoup— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  that  any  committee  may  prefbr 
charges  against  a  clerk  for  investigation,  but  that  no  clerk  shoull  be  dis- 
.charged,  unless  for  incompetency  and  neglect  of  duty. 

Mb.  BiSBXK'Mr.  Speaker :  I  seldom  trespass  upon  the  time  of  this  House, 
but  I  must  ask  your  indulgence  when  a  principle  comes  before  us  for  dia- 


The  several  committees  of  thh  House  should  be  allowed  clerks  of  their 
own  selection,  and  I  must  protest  at  the  inaugurating  a  policy  by  which 
certain  parties  shall  receive  public  fiinds,  whether  or  no  their  employers  are 
willing.  If  a  clerk  is  to  be  forced  upon  a  committee,  it  seems  to  me  that  m 
grave  iqjustice  must  be  done,  for  the  reason  that  parties  themselves  are  the 
best  judges  of  Uie  qualifications  of  those  whom  they  employ.    Whenever  a 
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oommittoe  appoints  or  discharges  a  clerk,  the  Honse  should  approve  sach 
action. 

I  therefore  am  opposed  to  this  resolution,  and  hope  that  the  House  will 
not  adopt  it 

Mr.  Buim— I  do  not  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  thfai  matter  ought  to  come 
before  the  House  at  all,  and  I  therefore  call  upon  you  to  decide  it  out  of 


Mr.  BouDREAux—Mr.  Speaker:  It  seems  to  me  that  the  House  Is  onlj 
informed  of  the  action  of  a  committee  In  regard  to  clerks,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy.    I  therefore  airik  you  to  decide  this  resolution  out  of  order. 

Mr.  H.  C  Bbldcn— Mr.  Speaker :  1  do  not  ^dsh  to  speak  personally  of 
tiie  gentleman  who  introdnoed  this  particular  resolution,  or  of  this  matter 
per8€t  but  of  the  general  proceedings  of  the  House  as  well.  In  order  tha 
my  position  may  be  well  understood,  and  that  my  constituents  and  the  State 
at  large,  as  well  as  this  honorable  body,  may  understand  my  position,  I 
hope  that  the  official  reporters  of  this  House  will  not  fail  to  report  my  re- 
marks verbatim,  desultory  though  they  may  be. 

I  take  the  ground  that  this  resolution  is  entirely  out  of  order,  for  the  reason 
that,  on  referring  to  article  40  of  our  rules  and  regulations,  we  find  standing 
committees  have  the  right  to,  and  are  inyested  with,  the  power  of  appointing 
tiieir  own  clerks,  which  takes  the  whole  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  this  House. 
Therefore,  if  any  standing  committee  finds  Chat  It  has  not  sufficient  bu^ 
ness  to  employ  any  or  all  of  Its  clerks,  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  discharge  that 
particular  clerk  or  all  clerks.  On  the  other  hand,  that  committee  is  vested 
with  fdll  power  to  employ  just  so  many  clerks  as  the  proper  tran8acti<Mi  of 
its  business  renders  necessary.  But  in  this  resolution,  now  before  us,  no 
mention  is  made  of  the  repeal  of  this  article,  although  we  cannot,  with  the 
least  propriety,  take  it  or  any  similar  one  under  consideration  until  that  step 
has  been  taken. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  this,  and  mtUiy  like  resolutions,  brought 
before  us,  because  tiiey  merely  clog  the  wheels  of  government,  and  force  us 
to  idle  away  time  upon  matters  which  have  no  Hght  whatever  to  be  presented 
upon  this  floor.  We  have  been  in  session  some  five  months,  and  I  find,  by 
the  record,  that  we  have  only  passed  eleven  bills  that  have  become  laws. 
We  are  here,  representing  the  loyal  people  of  Louisiana,  who  have,  in  some 
instances,  sent  delogates  fVom  within  the  rebel  lines— at  the  risk  of  losing 
everything  of  a  personal  character  which  Is  dear  to  them— in  hopes  that 
legitimate  dvil  government  would  be  folly  established,  and  that  loyal  arms 
would  carry  conviction  to  every  inch  of  rebel  territory  throughout  Louisiana. 
But  our  thne  has  been  monopolized  by  more  soperflaous  and  out-of-place 
resolutions — one  of  which  was,  to  request  the  closing  of  the  Academy  of 
Music,  because  the  actors  therein  simply  charged  us — too  truly— with  trifling 
away  the  public  tioM  and  money.    I  must  say— and  the  remark  is  most 
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•Tgnallj  applicable  in  the  present  condition  of  the  treasarj  and  the  State  at 
large— that  eyery  resolation  not  pertaining  to  matters  of  public  utility, 
chonld  be  discarded  as  soon  as  presented  to  ns.  A  resolution  came  before 
Qt  at  ^  yetj  last  session  of  this  House,  to  proTide  substitutes  under  the 
eoming  draft — ^members  of  the  General  Assembly,  among  others. 

Xk.  Ghamberlaik— I  call  the  gentleman  to  order ;  he  is  not  speaking  to  the 
^estion. 

Mb.  H.  G.  Belden— I  am  merely  speaking  of  that  particular  resolution,  In 
order  to  illustrate  my  remarks.  I  say  that  that  resolution  was  a  disgrace  to 
ns  and  the  State,  and  should  haye  been  immediately  declared  out  of  order. 
[Cries  of  '*  out  of  order."]  I  reiterate  my  preyious  declaration,  that  our 
roles  amply  proyide  for  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  that  the  speaker 
should  not  for  a  moment  suffer  it  to  be  considered. 

Mb.  PEARSOX—Mr.  Speaker :  I  contend,  that  when  a  committee  clerk,  who 
\b  folly  competent  to  folfill  his  duties  is  discharged,  merely  on  account  of 
there  being  no  business  for  him  to  perform,  he  should  be  reinstated  wheneyer 
the  duties  of  that  committee  again  require  the  employment  of  an  employ^  of 
that  description. 

Mb.  Bovek— I  moye  the  whole  matter  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Me.  Foley— I  moye  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mb.  Burke — I  call  upon  the  chair  to  decide  it  out  of  order. 

The  Speaker— I  will  allow  the  House  to  decide  the  question,  unless  it 
wiiftes  me  to  do  so.  ^ 

The  motion  to  table  the  resolution  was  lost,  as  was  a  motion  to  table  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  it,  after  which  the  motion  to  indefiailely  postpone 
was  carried. 

A  resolution  was  offered,  calling  for  a  committee  of  three  to  witness  the 
burning  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  Crescent  City  Bank  bills,  and  to 
dispose  of  damaged  State  documents  in  the  State  auditor's  office. 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  presented  this  resolution  by  request  of  the 
state  auditor,  Dr.  Dostie.  The  bills  referred  to  are  mutilated,  but  might 
still  be  so  patched  together  as  to  lead  to  the  commission  of  serious  frauds 
npon  the  bank  that  issued  them. 

There  were  many  State  documents  buried  by  the  rebel  officials,  at  the 
time  of  their  flight  from  Baton  Rouge,  which  haye  been  exhumed  by  Dr. 
Dostie.  They  may  be  so  damp  as  to  be  worthless  as  a  whole,  but  certain 
portions  might  be  used  by  dbhonest  parties  to  the  prejudice  of  public  inter- 
eat,  and  should  be  destroyed. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  eminently  proper  to  appoint  such  a  com- 
mittee as  is  asked  for,  that  a  proper  disposition  of  these  documents  may  be 
ordered  and  carried  out 

Mr.  Duane—I  moye  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Banks  and  Banking. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


304 

Mb.  Gobibtdb— Mr*  Speaker :  I  cannot  onderBtand  wbj  the  state  auditor 
desires  a  committee  to  perform  business  which  the  Comndttee  on  Banks  and 
Banking  shoald  attend  to.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  House  will  take  no 
action  in  regard  to  tiie  resolntion,  though,  in  regard  to  State  records,  I  hafO 
nothing  to  saj. 

A  motion  to  table  tlie  motion  to  refer  to  the  Conunittee  on  Banks  and 
Banking  was  lost,  and  tlie  original  motion  thereupon,  carried. 

The  Senate  reported  unfaTorablj  on  the  House  bill  to  repeal  aitioles  14, 
15, 16,  17  and  18,  of  the  act  relative  to  elections. 

Mr.  Todd :  **  An  act  for  the  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  or  first  daj 
of  the  week.'' 

Mr.  Lewis :  ''  An  act  to  amend  rule  62,  of  the  House  regulations,  that  it 
may  conform  to  the  constituUon  of  the  State.  *' 

"An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  cliief  clerk  of  the  State  treasary,*' 
came  up  on  first  reading. 

An  act  to  make  all  property  acquired  by  either  husband  or  wife,  from  the 
date  of  their  marriage,  as  community  property,  was  taken  up  on  its  first 
reading. 

Mb.  Pbbsgott — ^I  believe  such  a  law  has  previdled  in  some  of  the  countries 
of  Europe,  but  it  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  relic  of  barbarism,  against 
which  public  opinion  has  strongly  contended,  hitherto.  It  is  a  fact,  tliat 
such  laws  have  been  enacted  in  some  of  the  States,  but  that  does  not  prove 
their  justice.  A  law  of  this  kind  has  never  prevailed  In  Louisiana,  and  she 
lias  achieved*  a  proud  pre-eminence,  because  she  has  protected  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  those  unable  to  protect  themselves.  In  some  countries,  the 
wife  is  the  slave  of  the  husband,  in  a  legal  sense.  Here,  alone,  she  was  his 
equal,  in  regard  to  property.  There  are  many  women  who  follow  trades  or 
proftissions,  by  which  they  make  a  large  property— as  school  teachen,  etc 
Shall  the  husband  have  the  control  of  the  property  which  he  never  earned — 
the  fruit  of  their  industry!  Shall  he  have  the  right  to  dissipate  that  property 
to  which  he  never  contributed  7  I  say,  if  he  has,  it  is  an  act  of  gross  iiyustioe. 
It  is  a  step  backward,  and  we  retrograde,  instead  of  advancing  with  the 
march  of  the  nineteenth  century.  There  are  many  intelligent  wives,  with 
great  powers  of  mind,  who,  by  their  industry  and  talents,  acquire  property. 
It  frequently  happens  that  their  husbands  are  dissipated  drunkards,  and  men 
of  the  vilest  stamp,  whom,  of  course,  these  women  have  married  under  a 
delusion.  They  cannot  escape  from  that  tyranny ;  but  the  laws  of  tlus  State 
justly  provide  that  the  property  of  the  wife  shall  remain  intact,  and  cannot 
be  squandered  by  the  husband. 

Let  us  not  retrograde.  Let  us  protect  these  virtuous  women,  who  ask 
nothing  more  than  to  hold  the  property  they  have  acquired  by  honest 
industry.  I  could  cite  hundreds  of  cases,  if  I  wished  to  go  into  details,  where 
men  would  have  squandered  large  amounts,  if  the  laws  had  been  changed 
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80  as  to  allow  it  I  trust  thej  neTer  will ;  and  Miere  there  is  too  maoh 
patriotism,  too  maeh  magnanimity,  and,  I  may  lay,  too  moii^  liumanity,  to 
aanetion  or  tolerate  a  law  which,  is  only  a  step  towards  the  barbarism  of  &e 
past    I  therefbie  trost  the  bill  will  be  rejected. 

Mb.  BnBEB — ^I  have  several  objections  to  the  bill  that  has  just  been  read. 
Our  laws  are  all  framed  on  the  subject,  and  this  bill  would  reverse  the 
whole  matter.  The  State  of  Louisiana  has  legislated  upon  this  subject  very 
carefully,  and  has  intended  to  protect  those  who  deserve  protection.  I  con- 
ceive tiiere  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  the  law  we  have,  in  regard  to  the 
persons  mentioned  in  this  bill,  diould  be  disturbed  or  changed  in  any  man- 
ner. This  is  a  bill  of  very  great  importance,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  give 
it  due  consideration— affecting,  as  it  does,  the  highest  interests  of  the  State. 
I  do  not  think  this  body,  however  intelligent  it  may  be,  can  improve  the 
laws  already  existing  on  this  subject  Therefore  I  am  opposed  to  Uie  whole 
matter,  and  shall  certainly  vote  against  it ;  for  I  think  the  present  laws  of 
the  State  are  equally  just  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Dbjeak — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  member  who  introduced  this  bill 
had  not  even  so  much  as  taken  a  cursory  glance  at  the  existing  laws  on  the 
subject ;  because,  if  we  look  upon  it  in  its  proper'  light,  and  consider  the 
bearing  which  this  bill  has  on  the  rights  of  the  wife,  we  must  necessarily 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  svreeps  far  away  every  vestige  of  her  rights. 
It  says  there  shall  be  community  of  property  existing  between  the  parties  at 
the  settlement  of  their  marriage,  and  does  not  make  any  exception  as  to 
dowry,  etc.,  but  in  a  single  word  includes  all,  subject  to  the  liabilities  and 
control  of  the  husband.  So  far  as  community  of  property  is  concerned,  it  is 
utterly  useless  to  pass  any  law  upon  the  subject,  because  the  existing  laws 
are  full  and  ample,  and  cover  every  point  If  we  adopt  this  bill,  with  the 
provisions  it  now  embodies,  we  at  once  undermine  every  principle  of  the  law 
of  succession  of  this  State.  With  these  «*emarks  I  leave  the  subject  to  the 
House,  and  hope  it  will  take  no  fiivorable  action  on  the  bilL 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  Prescott,  the  bill  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote : 
yeas  58,  nays  4. 

The  speaker  appointed  the  following  joint  committee  on  laws  relating  to 
elections : 

Messrs.  Meeks,  Laster,  TuUy,  H.  G.  Belden,  Hawthorne. 

The  consideration  of  the  City  Charter  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Harkak— I  move  as  an  amendment  to  section  6,  to  strike  out  "  two 
recorders  "  and  insert "  four  recorders." 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  MicHKir— I  move  to  insert  the  word  <*  representative,"  making  it  read, 
"  assessor  from  each  representative  district" 

Mr.  Folst— The  joint  committee  had  the  matter  under  consideration  for  a 
h20 
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long  time.  If  jou  insert  the  word  "  repreeentatlye,"  yoa  will  ha^e  eleven 
asseasors,  and  that  will  pat  the  State  to  an  expense  of  nearly  $26^000  a  year, 
line  in  thh  hall,  of  the  best  information,  say  that  four  aasesson  are  suificient 
for  the  city,  and  I  belieye  they  are.  There  are  only  four  State  a68e8BOf8,and 
they  bare  a  great  deal  more  to  do  than  the  dty  assessors.  The  State  asser 
■or  has  to  make  out  three  rolls,  while  the  city  aasesscr  has  to  make  b«t  two. 
Therefore,  I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Laster^I  move  to  insert  the  word  "  municipal "  before  *<  district'* 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  GHRiOTnE— I  move  to^amend  section  8,  by  making  the  city  election  come 
on  the  third  Monday  in  May,  instead  of  March. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Todd  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Foley— In  section  20, 1  move  to  strike  oat,  ^  Being  the  19th  section  of 
the  Charter  of  1852,''  and  insert,  "  Be  it  further  enacted,  Sx,"  It  is  a  typo- 
graphical error. 

Adopted. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Several  sections  were  adopted  without  amendment,  when  a  call  of  the 
House  was  demanded,  and  fifty-nine  members  responded. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  unUl  12  v.,  Thursday,  January  26th. 


Thursday,  January  26, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  minutee  were  adopted 
as  read. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp  introduced  a  resolution  requiring  clerks  of  committees  to 
be  present  during  the  sessions  of  the  House,  on  pain  of  losing  their  per  c^em, 
on  occasion  of  each  non-attendance. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Gannon  introduced  a  resolution  prohibiting  the  state  treasurer  from 
paying  the  face  of  State  warrants  to  any  but  members  of  the  Greneral  Assem- 
bly, and  its  employ^ 

Mr.  Bacm— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Crbigh— I  move  its  adoption,  for  the  reason  that  speculators  get  all 
the  money  in  the  treasury  and  we  have  to  go  without  any. 

The  Speaker— The  resolution  is  out  of  order,  as  those  warrants  are  all 
transferable,  and  the  treasurer  has  only  to  pay  them  to  a  lawful  holder. 

Mr.  Foley— If  that  resolution  did  pass,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  treasurer  would 
take  no  notice  of  it,  as  every  law  must  pass  three  readings. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Besides  which,  the  passage  of  such  a  resolution  would 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


507 

be  to  promulgate  the  doctrine  that  the  State  is  not  willmg  to  and  will  not 
pay  its  own  debts. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  a  resolution  amending  article  62,  of  the  rules  and  regu-> 
latlons,  so  as  to  make  a  Tote  of  "  four-fifths ''  instead  of  **  two-thirds ''  of  the 
members  present,  necessary  to  a  suspension  of  the  rtiles,  in  order  that  the 
role  and  a  constitnticnal  provision  on  the  subject,  might  b^  harmonized. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  resolution  thereupon,  adopted. 

The  committee  on  auditing  and  supervising  the  affairs  ci  the  HousPf 
reported  the  approval  and  auditing  of  contingent  expenses,  to  the  amount  of 
eleven  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Revenue  reported  unfavorably  on  the  joint  resolutioDi 
prohibitbg  the  city  of  New  Orleans  from  demanding  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  as  a  license  for  selling  spirituous  liquors,  and  recommended 
the  passage  of  a  substitute  (presented  with  the  report)  therefor. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  committee  on  investigation  of  charges  against  Mr.  Watson,  assistant 
sergeant-at-arms,  reported  that  the  charges  were  groundless,  and  the 
gentleman  to  be  worthy  the  confidence  of  the  House.  The  evidence  taken 
in  the  case  was  presented  by  the  committee,  and  read  by  the  clerk  ol  the 
House. 

Mb.  H.  C.  Belobn— I  move  that  the  gentleman  be  declared  reinstated  in 
bis  former  position. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lasteb— I  move  that  the  evidence  and  proceedings  be  expunged  firom 
the  minutes  of  the  House,  and  that  the  reporters  be  instructed  to  leave  out 
the  whole  matter  in  their  reports. 

Mb.  Peabson— I  move  that  motion  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mb.  Christie — ^I  have  a  resolution  to  present,  in  reference  to  this  case,  on 
the  morrow.  - 

Mb.  Lbwis  -Mr.  Speaker  :  This  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  for 
investigation.  That  committee  has  taken  all  the  evrdence  in  relation  to  the 
tflkir,  and  it  is  not  right  that  such  official  proceedings  should  be  expunged 
from  the  record. . 

Mb.  Baum— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  resolution  of 
which  notice  was  given  a  moment  ago. 

The  motion  was  carried,  whereupon  Mr.  Christie  oflfored  a  resolution, 
letting  forth  that  Mr.  Watsoil,  assistant  seigeant-at-arms,  on  acooont  of 
having  grossly  insulted  members  of  the  House,  be  discharged. 

Mb.  Pearson— I  move  that  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 
,  The  motion  was  carried. 

Mb.  PEABSON—Tbe  genUeman  has  shown  very  little  respect  to  the  com- 
.  mittee,  in  offering  that  resolution. 
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Mr.  CirRLSTra— Mr.  Speaker :  I  claim  the  right  of  explaining  the  reason  for 
offering  that  resolution.  I  did  bo,  for  the  reason  that  at  least  one  memba 
(and  I  understand  others)  has  been  grossly  insulted  by  this  employ^  whose 
position  is  such  as  to  bring  him  in  frequent  contact  with  all  of  us,  and  who 
is,  as  I  hold,  entirely  unworthy  of  the  position  which  he  now  holds,  of 
assistant  sergeant-at-arms  to  a  loyal  Legislature. 

X  would  ask  gentlemen  if  they  mean  to  perpetrate  an  act  which  will  have 
a  decided  tendency  to  disorganize  us,  and  cause  a  feelfog  of  ill-will  and  dis- 
sention  among  members?  What  gentleman  of  this  House,  who  has  the  least 
part  of  loyalty  or  feeling—which  I  beliere  all  do  possess  in  an  eminent 
degree— will  submit  to  be  governed  by  a  man  who  has  not  the  dust  of  the 
rebellion  yet  off  his  heels?— by  a  man  who  went  out  of  this  city,  boldly  and 
defiantly,  with  his  eyes  open,  as  a  traitor  to  Louisiana  and  to  that  govern- 
ment that  he  now  assumes  to  cherish  so  fondly?  I  say,  that  no  man  can  be 
rightfully  placed  in  the  position  of  sergeant,  or  assistant  sergeant-at-arms, 
unless  he  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  characteristic  loyalty.  How  many  rebels 
return  to  us,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  also  take  the  bread  out  of  the 
mouths  of  loyal  citizens  ? 

When  this  assistant,  in  the  very  presence  of  the  committee,  applied  a  vile 
epithet  to  the  mother  of  a  gentleman  of  this  House  (Mr.  Duane,)  why  did 
not  the  chairman  of  that  committee  put  him  immediately  under  arrest  ?  Or 
why  is  such  a  transaction  allowed  to  occur  in  a  committee  room  and  be  stu- 
diously kept  from  the  knowledge  of  this  House  ?  I  say,  sir,  that  such  a  man  as 
this,  who  within  that  committee  room,  applied  that  epithet  which  is  conceived 
to  be  the  most  insulting  that  can  be  applied  to  the  mothers  who  bore  us, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  retain  his  position  for  a  day  longer.  I  also  say, 
that  if  the  sergeant-at-arms  cannot  appoint  as  his  assistant  some  one  who  has 
ever  preserved  the  character  of  a  Union-loving  and  law-abiding  citizen,  be 
also  should  be  swept  away,  and  his  position  be  filled  by  some  man  wbo  baa 
always  been  with  and  for  the  cause. 

[Permission  was  extended  to  all  memberii  to  speak  on  the  subject] 

Mr.  Pearson— Mr.  Speaker :  It  has  been  said  that  a  member  ot  this  House 
has  been  grossly  insulted  by  Mr.  Watson,  the  assistant  sergeant-at-amts.  I 
acknowledge  that  to  be  the  fact,  but  I  contend  that  when  an  employ^  of  this 
House  is  insulted  by  a  member  thereof,  that  such  member  lays  himself  open 
to  insult,  and  should  not  complain  if  the  same  language  and  treatment  Is 
measured  out  to  him  as  he  metes  out  to  his  adversary,  for  every  man  has  a  right 
to  protect  himself.  The  member  in  question,  (Mr.  Duane,)  charged  Mr.  Wat- 
son with  l>eing  a  thief,  which  he  has  utterly  tailed  to  prove  befbre  Uie  com- 
mittee. As  far  as  regards  the  gentleman's  loyalty,  and  what  the  genUeman 
on  my  left  (Mr.  Christie)  said  about  his  not  having  the  dust  of  rebeldom  from 
his  heels,  that  is  all  balderdash  and  buncombe ;  for  the  honorable  member 
knows  as  well  as  any  or  all  of  us  do,  that  men  were  forced  to  go  into  the 
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rebel  anny,  whether  they  wished  to  do  so  or  not.  The  geotleman  said  he 
coald  ezplioitly  prove  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  into  the  Confi^derate  army 
against  his  will.  I  will  say  this  mnch  for  him  on  that  score,  that  I  believe 
there  art  jnst  as  loyal  and  good  men  who  have  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  two  years,  as  in  New  Orleans,  who  have  served  in  that  army  not  at  all* 

There  seems  to  be  a  maUctoos  desire  on  the  part  of  the  party  preferring 
charges  against  Mr.  Watson,  to  follow  him  np  and  ruin  him— speaking  only 
from  the  evidence  before  the  committee.  .  In  the  first  place,  he  was  appointed 
npon  the  police,  when  charges  were  brought  against  him  to  the  effect  that 
he  was  going  to  sell,  or  had  sold,  city  lumber,  which  were  referred  to  the 
mayor,  instead  of  the  chief  of  police— the  proper  tribunal.  The  mayor 
inued  an  order  to  discharge  Mr.  Watson,  without  having  given  him  an 
opportunity  to  defend  himself.  Nevertheless,  he  is  discharged— branded 
with  Ihe  name  of  thief,  by  the  person  through  whom  he  lost  his  position. 
But  this  gentleman  soon  obtains  another  means  of  support,  in  another  depart- 
ment, where  this  same  lieutenant  agfun  finds  him,  and  causes  him  to  be  ag^n 
discarded— branding  him  once  more  with  the  ignominious  epithet  of  thief— 
on  account  of  which,  he  tells  me,  he  was  dismissed.  This  same  gentleman 
finally  obtained  the  position  of  sergeantat-arms  of  this  House,  when  his  old 
enemy— this  same  lieutenant,  still  burning  with  a  desire  to  injure  and  oppress 
him— goes  to  the  sergeant-^t-arms,  and  tells  him  that  he  has  a  thief  in  his 
employment,  and  seeks  to  get  this  functionary  to  discharge  his  newly- 
appointed  assistant.  A  committee  was  asked  for  and  appointed,  from  whose 
report,  and  the  evidence  in  the  case,  we  can  draw  no  other  oonclwion  than 
that  this  gentleman  has  been  moat  wickedly  and  maliciously  injured. 

I  think  that  the  reputation  of  this  young  man  is  as  good  as  that  of  any 
other  of  this  city,  and  that  he  is  entirely  worthy  the  confidence  of  this  House. 
The  conunittee  reported  wisely  and  impartially  on  the  case,  while  the  House 
acted  wisely  in  receiving  that  report  and  directing  this  gentleman  to  he 
reinstated. 

If  any  further  action  Is  taken  in  regard  to  the  matter,  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  to  assist  the  young  man  in  regaining  a  reputation  which  has  been  contin- 
ually injured  for  the  last  year  and  a  half,  to  subserve  no  other  purpose,  per- 
haps, than  that  of  political  trickery. 

Mr.  Watson  was  told  by  Mr.  Terrebonne  that  certain  gentlemen  on  my 
right  (Messrs.  McGuire  and  Duane)  had  called  him  a  thief,  whereupon  he  had 
snfBcient  grounds  to— as  he  did— go  and  ask  if  this  had  been  really  said. 

Again :  if  Mr.  Watson  has  insulted  any  member  of  this  House,  it  has  not 
been  done  while  the  House  was  in  session,  but  in  streets  and  bar  rooms — on 
which  account  I  declare  that  the  whole  affair  should  be  settled  privately, 
and  that  the  time  of  this  House  should  no  longer  be  spent  in  regard  to  it 

Mb.  Van  Tromf— As  chairman  of  the  committee,  I  would  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  Honse,  that  the  young  man,  when  he  saw  that  Mr.  Duao^ 
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was  BO  desirous  of  ralniDg  his  reputation  and  character,  became  exasperated, 
and  spoke  as  hastily  as  he  did.  I  told  him  he  must  not  speak  in  Uiat  man- 
Ser,  and  he  excused  himself,  and  admitted  that  he  was  too  hasty.  As  for  his 
loyalty,  he  has  shown  the  evidence  of  it  that  is  necessary  in  such  a  case.  He 
has  come  here  and  taken  the  oath  required  by  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  no 
matter  if  he  has  been  in  the  Confederacy  fifty  years,  if  he  acknowledges  he 
was  wrong,  and  comes  here  and  says  he  has  been  guilty  of  bearing  arras 
against  the  government,  I  am  ready  to  receive  him,  and  so  is  the  govern- 
ment 

The  Speakee— The  order  of  the  day  will  now  be  taken  up. 

Mb.  Todd — I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  rejecting  the  bHl  relative 
to  the  community  of  property  of  married  persons.  I  think  it  is  treating  a 
member  with  very  little  courtesy  to  reject  his  bill  on  the  first  reading.  It 
should  have  been  taken  under  consideration,  and  referred  to  a  committee. 

Lost. 

The  consideration  of  the  City  Charter  was  resumed,  and  the  bill  taken  up 
section  by  section. 

Mr.  Foi^t— I  move,  as  an  amendment  to  section  25,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  But  the  assessor  for  the  Fourth  District  shall  embrace  the  First  Repre- 
sentative District  as  a  portion  of  his  assessment  district" 

Mr.  Lister— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foley— I  wish  to  explain  my  reasons  for  offering  this  amendment  It 
is  well  known  that  the  Fourth  Dhitrict  only  embraces  two  small  wards — the 
tenth  and  eleventh.  The  First  .District  embraces  three  Representative  Dla- 
tricts,  and  the  Third  District  is  as  large  as  the  whole.  The  asse8<<or  for  the 
Fourth  District  is  paid  the  same  as  the  one  for  First  District,  in  this  bill 
while  his  labor  is  much  less.  This  amendment  makes  it  tiie  same  as  the 
State  assessor  has  to  do  now.  The  city  is  divided  into  four  State  assessment 
districts,  and  the  State  assessor  of  the  Fourth  District  takes  in  the  First  Re- 
presentative District,  in  order  that  the  work  may  be  properly  and  equally 
divided.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  agree  with  me  in  regard  to  the  justice  of 
this  amendment  and  give  it  their  support 

The  Speaker— The  constitution  gives  the  right  of  free  discussion  on  all 
questions,  but  by  the  rules  of  the  House  it  cannot  be  allowed  when 
a  motion  is  made  to  table.  When  a  question  has  not  been  previously  dis- 
cussed, I  shall  decide  in  favor  of  the  constitution,  and  other  members  can 
express  their  views. 

Mr.  CHAUBERLATN—This  is  a  charter  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  9fi 
such,  we  can  legislate  only  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Now,  the  city  does 
not  extend  beyond  the  Fourth  District ;  therefore,  no  officer  appointed  as 
assessor  of  that  District  can  be  recognized  in  the  city  or  parish  of  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Folet — The  gentleman  does  not  understand  the  amendment    The 
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portion  I  want  to  embrace  in  this  District  is  fh>m  Ttialia  street  to  Felicitj 
Road.    It  does  not  go  into  Jefferson  city  at  all. 

Mr.  Badger— ir  the  duties  of  the  assessor  of  the  Fourth  District  are  so 
mach  less  than  the  other  Districts,  it  is  so  much  to  his  advantage.  He  has 
as  mnch  territory  to  go  over,  tlK>ugh  not  quite  as  much  property  to  assess. 

Mr.  Laster— In  regard  to  annexing  the  First  RepresentaUve  District  to 
the  first  municipal  district,  I  think  it  is  entirely  wrong,  for  the  reason  that 
all  we  can  do  in  the  matter  is  to  empower  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  appoint 
or  elect  four  assessors.  It  is  not  for  them  to  choose  their  districts,  nor  tot 
OS  to  say  what  their  duties  shall  be.  They  will  be  governed  by  the  Common 
Council  The  gentleman  says  we  wish  one  fh>m  each  district  Then  how 
is  it  that  in  one  portion  of  this  charter  municipal  diBtricts  are  specified,  and 
now  it  is  wished  to  enlarge  them  7  The  lines  of  the  municipal  districts  are 
all  known  and  laid  out,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  expedient  to.chooge 
them,  merely  to  relieve  one  assessor  from  a  little  duty. 

Mr  Harnan— The  only  reason  for  so  doing,  is  to  divide  the  labor  equally 
among  the  assessors  of  the  various  districts. 

Mr.  La8TBR— I  have  another  word  to  add.  If  the  bill  passes  without  this 
amendment,  and  any  gentleman  aspires  to  the  office  of  assessor,  he  will 
know  that  one  district  extends  from  Canal  street  to  Fellt^ty  Road,  and  if  he  is 
not  wllliDg  to  assess  that,  let  him  not  run  for  the  oiBce.  He  knows  his  dnij 
before  he  Is  elected. 

Mr.  Michel— I  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  but  in  looking  at  section 
6, 1  find  that  the  amendment  to  make  an  assessor  for  each  representative  dis- 
trict, instead  of  municipal  district,  was  voted  down  ;  therefore,  if  we  change 
this,  it  will  eoDflict  with  the  section  as  amended.; 

The  motion  to  table  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lester— I  move  to  amend  section  25  in  regard  to  the  salary  of  assee- 
lors,  by  inserting,  "  shall  not  be  less  than  $3,000,  nor  more  than  $4,000  per 
annum." 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  to  fiirtber  amend  by  adding,  **  except  the  assessor  of 
the  Fourth  District,  whose  salary  shall  not  exceed  $3,000.'' 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Christie— I  move  as  amendment  to  section  26,  to  strike  out  *<  ordinan- 
ces of  the  Common  Council"  in  "  under  the  ordinances  of  the  Common 
Council  orgfinizfng  the  same,"  and  insert,  **  acts  of  the  Legislature  providing 
for  the  same." 

Mr.  BonLL--I  offer  as  a  substitute,  "  as  provided  for  by  ariicle  133  of  the 
constitation." 

Mr.  Pearson— I  move  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 

Carried  and  amendment  adopted. 
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Mr.  Chribtib— I  move  to  unend  in  regard  to  the  salary  of  ihe  mayor,  bj 
insertiag.  "  not  less  than  $5,000  per  annom/' 

Mr.  Lister— I  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  fix  the  salary 
at  $5,000. 

The  last  amendment  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  to  amend  by  making  the  salaries  of  the  recorders  of 
the  First  and  Second  Districts  $2,500  per  annum,  and  of  the  Third  and 
Fourth  at  $2,000. 

Mr.  Badger — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Laster— I  oflfSsr  the  following  amendment : 

"  The  salaries  of  the  recorders  of  the  First,  Second,  Third  and  Foorth 
Districts  shall  be  $3,000  per  annum,  payable  monthly.'' 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Friday,  January  27th. 


Fridat,  January  27, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  prayer  was  offered  and 
the  minutes  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Botee— I  move  a  reconsideration,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  the  vote  taken  on 
yesterday,  adopting  the  amendment  which  fixes  the  salaries  of  assessors  at 
what  I  conceiye  to  be  too  small  a  figure. 

The  law  at  the  present  time  provides  for  the  election  of  twelve  assessors 
at  a  salary  of  $3,500  per  year.  The  president  of  the  board  of  assessors 
receives  $900  per  year  extra  compensation  for  services  as  such.  The  secre- 
tary of  said  board  receives  a  salary  of  $1000  per  year,  making  a  total  of 
$44,700,  amount  of  salaries  paid  for  such  services.  The  military  authorities 
fixed  the  salaries  at  $2,100  per  year,  reducing  the  expenses  to  $27,900. 
Tbe  City  Charter  before  the  House  reduces  the  number  of  assessors  to  four, 
and  as  they  will  require  more  assistance  than  previously,  it  Is  but  right  and 
just  to  increase  their  salaries  to  $4,000  a  year,  which  will  be  a  saving  over 
the  present  system,  of  $11,900. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  whereupon  several  parties  proposed 
-  amendments  not  germain  to  the  reconsideration,  whereupon  the  speaker 
declared  them  all  out  of  order  and  the  subject  was  postponed  until  such 
time  as  it  might  come  up  under  the  order  of  the  day. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  state,  enclosing  the 

returns  of  an  election  held  in  DeSoto  parish,  whereby  and  wherein  ^r. 

Wagfkll  was  declared  duly  elected  State  representative,  by  the  votes  of 
eight  Union  men. 

Mr.  BoFnx— I  move  the  whole  matter  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Mb.  Lewis— I  move  that  the  gentleman,  who  ia  here,  be  allowed  to  speak 
for  himselt 

Mr.  BoFiLLr— I  withdraw  mj  motion. 

Mr.  Poynot — Mr.  Speaker :  The  secretary  of  state  has,  as  in  duty  bound, 
made  returns  to  this  House  of  the  election  of  a  loyal  man,  to  fill  a  seat  in 
this  hall,  and  if  there  is  informality  in  those  returns,  they  will  not  be 
accepted,  but  if  they  are  *'  all  right,"  we  are  bound  to  admit  the  gentleman 
to  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

Grentlemen  sneer,  because  the  sheriff  who  presided  at  this  election  has 
subscribed  himself,  "  sheriff  for  the  occasion.' '  I  see  nothing  whatever  in 
this  superscription  which  should  cause  such  a  feeling,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  seems  to  me  that  he  and  we  might  well  l)e  proud  of  the  occurrence  of  such 
an  event 

Mr.  Sstmoub — Mr.  Speaker :  The  gentleman  might  have  added  that  this 
was,  in  the  language  of  the  peuny-aliners,  ** a  rich,  rare  and  racy ''  event 
It  strikes  me  that  eight  gentlemen  have  met,  and  elected  a  representative  to 
this  House,  that  he  may  receive  eight  dollars  a  day,  and  divide  that,  with 
the  other  spoiU,  among  his  "  constituents." 

DeSoto  parish  is  in  the  very  heart  of  the  rebel  territory  of  this  State,  and 
I  am  constrained  to  view  this  whole  affair  as  another  gunboat  affair. 

Mr.  Lkwis-I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections,  and  that  the  gentleman  be  summoned  before  that  com- 
mittee, to  explain  the  matter. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Pearson— Bir.  Speaker :  I  believe  that  the  secretary  of  state  has  sent 
in  his  returns  in  the  right  shape,  stating,  without  any  informality,  all  the  facts 
necessary  to  entitle  the  gentleman  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  It  appears  that 
this  gentleman  was  duly  elected,  and  that  he  was  subsequently  incarcerated 
in  jail,  for  taking  so  active  a  part  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  Union — thereby 
being  prevented  from  sending  in  the  returns  at  fkn  earlier  period.  As  soon, 
however,  as  the  gentleman  did  escape,  he  came  here  with  his  credentials ; 
tnd  I  cannot  but  think  that  a  gross  injustice  will  be  done  him  in  refusing 
him  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  Several  gentlemen  have  been  admitted  to  a  seat 
in  this  House,  who  have  come  firom  within  the  rebel  lines,  and  justice 
demands  that  the  same  privilege  be  accorded  to  him. 

Mr.  Potnot— I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  does  probably  every  member  of  this 
House,  that  there  are  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  were  not  in  their  parishes 
at  the  time  of  their  election  as  representatives,  and  who  dare  not  now  enter 
therein,  for  fear  of  the  rebel  authorities.  Since  this  is  the  case,  I  do  not 
anderoutnd  why  DeSoto  parish  should  be  unrepresented ;  and  I  cannot 
nnderstand  why  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  already  referred,  should  be 
the  most  bitter  opponents  of  extending  to  other  parishes  the  rights  which 
have  been  secured  for  those  they  daim  to  represent 
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Mb.  H.  G.  BBLDEN^Mr.  Speaker :  I  contend  thai  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials have  alone  the  power  of  deciding  this  question,  and  that  it  should 
be  left  for  their  decision,  though  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  diseoss  the  case. 

It  has  been  the  theory  of  eminent  politicians,  ever  since  this  rebellion 
broke  out,  that  if  there  were  only  two  men  in  a  parish  or  State  who  supported 
our  flag,  they  represented  the  loyal  vote  of  that  community.  But  here  we 
find  eight  loyal  men,  who  wish  to  espouse  the  cause  of  bleeding  Louisiana, 
and  I  say  that  they  are  fully  entitled  to  a  representative  from  the  parish,  of 
which  they  represent  the  loyal  element 

We  must  recollect  that  this  State  is  stniggling  for  recognition  In  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  having  elected  delegates  thereto  fh)m  the  two- 
thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  State  over  which  our  flag  has  been  successfully 
planted  and  upheld.  Now,  if  this  part  of  Louisiana  claims  to  be  represented, 
and  asks  to  be,  and  expects  to  be,  recognized  in  the  United  States  Congress, 
with  the  same  consistency  may  these  eight  men  claim  to  represent  the  parish 
of  DeSoto  ]  and  npon  exactly  the  same  principle  may  they  declare  them- 
selves uqjnstly  dealt  with.  If  representation  is  refused  them,  as  we  shall  if 
our  delegates  are  refused  admission  at  the  National  Congress. 

Mb.  Pbbsoott— I  do  not  consider  it  our  business  to  decide  the  question  of 
the  eligibility  of  the  gentleman  who  is  now  cltdming  a  seat  in  this  House  ; 
but,  as  gentlemen  have  seen  fit  to  discuss  the  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a 
word. 

I  am  acquainted  with  the  status  of  the  people  of  the  parish  of  DeSoto, 
and  know  that  the  adherents  to  the  Unipn  are  very  numerous,  but  am  not 
surprised  at  the  small ness  of  the  Union  vote,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  a 
reign  of  terror  throughout  that  section  of  the  country,  and  that  the  Union- 
ists, being  almost  without  any  arms,  are  nearly  defenceless  and  at  the  mercy 
of  their  enemies.  In  fkct,  the  headquarters  of  Greneral  Kirby  Smith  are  at 
Shreveport,  and  I  am  only  surprised  that  it  was  /possible  to  hold  any  elec- 
tion in  the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

I  think  that  the  reference  of  this  whole  matter  to' the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, for  investigation,  as  to  compliance  with  formalities,  ^.,  would  be  emi- 
nently proper,  and  that  no  action  should  be  taken  by  us  until  that  committee 
has  reported. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Elections  was  cairied. 

Mr.  T.  F.  McGuire  presented  a  resolution,  declaring  the  office  of  sergeant- 
atrftrms  vacant — which  was  declared  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Bofill  was  called  to  the  chair. 

A  joint  resolation,  requesting  his  excellency.  Governor  Hahn,  to  proceed 
to  Washington  as  soon  as  possible,  to  plead  the  cause  of  Louisiana,  was  laid 
over. 

.   Mb.  Chambbblaix— Mr.  Speaker  :  Previous  to  taking  up  the  order  of  the 
day,  I  wish  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  on  yesterday,  by 
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which  clerks  of  oommUtees  were  requested  to  be  in  attendance  in  this  hall, 
dariDg  the  sesflions  of  the  Hoose.  Some  of  the  committees  have  their  room 
in  Commercial  and  Exchange  alleys,  where  their  clerks  are,  and  should  be, 
daring  the  whole  day ;  therefore  it  is  simply  absurd  to  oblige  them  to  neg- 
lect their  business  and  be  in  attendance  here,  to  do  nothing  at  all. 

Mb.  Harnan-I  second  the  gentleman's  motion,  for  the  reason  that  I  sup- 
posed the  clerks  of  the  committees  to  which  be  refers,  were  excepted  from 
the  force  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp — Mr.  Speaker :  I  was,  a  few  days  ago,  appointed  chair- 
man of  a  special  committee,  and  was  unable  to  find  a  clerk  to  serve  thereon, 
for  some  considerable  time,  and  then  only  bv  searching  the  iftreets  and 
places  of  common  resort 

The  House  has  passed  a  resolution  requiring  clerks  of  standing  committees 
to  serve  on  special  committees,  and  I  presented  the  resolution  under  consid- 
eraUon  for  the  sole  purpose  of  carrying  that  out,  and  to  oblige  disengaged 
clerks  to  perform  their  duties. 

A  motion  to  table  the  motion  for  reconsideration,  was  lost,  when  a  recon- 
sideration was  carried  and  the  resolution  tabled. 

A  joint  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  capital  punishment,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Bovee. 
MR;  Folet— I  move  that  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Boveb— Mr.  Speaker :  I  cannot  conceive  what  the  objection  can  be  to 
passing  such  a  resolution  as  that,  the  only  design  of  which  is  to  have  the 
question  so  investigated  that  it  may  come  fairly  before  the  House. 

I  believe  that  the  passage  of  the  resolution  and  the  report  of  the  asked-for 
committee  in  the  affirmative,  would  subserve  a  very  good  purpose.  Several 
of  the  States  of  this  Union  have  already  abolished  the  laws  which  inflict 
deatli,  as  the  punishment  of  a  crime,  and  that  course  has  been  so  generally 
attended  with  good  results  that  no  effort  has  ever  bee  a  made  to  reconsider 
that  action.  The  State  of  New  York  passed  a  law  in  1860,  abolishing  capital 
punishment  while  the  State  of  Wisconsin  set  the  example  some  seven  years 
ago  ;  no  step  having  ever  been  taken  to  rescind  the  same. 
Both  the  adoption  and  laying  on  the  table  of  the  resolution,  were  moved. 
Mb.  CHAMBXRLAiK—-Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  encourage 
morality  and  discourage  crime,  by  every  means  in  our  power.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact  tiiat  the  excessive  punishment  of  crime,  instead  of  reducing 
them,  has  exactly  the  opposite  tendency  of  increasing  them,  for  it  is  a  char- 
acteristic of  our  perverse  nature,  that  when  told  we  must  not  do  a  thing,  we 
are  very  apt,  indeed,  to  rebel  and  do  it.  It  has,  most  certainly,  been  found 
to  be  the  case,  that  kindly  dealing  with  criminals  has  invariably  produced 
better  uniform  results  than  any  other  method  of  treating  them.  I  claim  that 
the  death  penalty  is  a  relic  of  barbarism,  and  I  believe  that  statistics  will 
bear  me  out  in  the  assertion  when  I  say  that,  in  those  States  which  have 
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abolished  the  death  penalty,  the  crimes  formerly  punished  in  that  manner 
have  decreased  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  where  the  death  penalty  is 
still  upon  the  statute  books,  and  affixed  to  the  commission  of  the  parUcnlar 
offence. 

Upon  these  grounds,  I  contend  that  we  can  but  make  the  experiment,  and 
if  it  succeeds,  it.  will  be  so  much  gained  for  the -cause  ot  humanity— while, 
if  we  fail,  we  can  return  to  the  old  plan  of  hanging  and  taking  two  lives, 
where  one  death  might  be  avoided. 

Mb.  Sbymour— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  in  the  old  law  of  an  eye  for  an  eye 
and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  because  I  think  that  if  it  was  abolished,  men  would 
be  butchered  in  cold  blood,  while  we  should  be  left  without  any  means  of 
restraining  such  outrages. 

Mb.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  From  my  own  experience,  which,  of  course, 
has  not  been  very  extended,  though  I  have  lived  in  different  parts  of  our 
Union,  I  have  found  that  wherever  the  death  penalty  has  been  abolished  and 
Imprisonment  for  life,  substituted  therefor,  the  States  making  the  change 
have  invariably  returned  to  the  old  law,  finding  that  the  change  did  not,  by 
any  means,  effect  the  salutary  result  which  was  expected  to  flow  therefrom  ; 
I  Uiink  that  this  has  been  the  case  in  Wisconsin,  among  other  States. 

In  view  of  the  piesent  condition  of  this  State,  I  do  not  think  that  it  would 
be  at  all  well  to  enter  upon  the  trial  of  this  experiment  at  the  present  junc- 
ture. The  country  is  overwhelmed  with  all  the  evils  that  were  ever  collected 
in  Pandora's  box,  though  we  have  not  even  hope  remaining.  All  the  vices 
and  crimes  which  have  ever  desolated  the  old  world  from  the  commencement 
of  all  annals  to  the  present  time,  seem  to  be  gathered  and  concentrated  here. 
I  believe,  most  firmly,  that  If  all  who  violated  the  laws  of  this  government 
were  confined  in  a  penitentiary,  it  would  require  one  larger  than  the  ci»y  of 
New  Orleans.  Before  the  war  there  were  some  three  or  four  penitentiaries 
in  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge,  which  were  continually  a  source  of  expense  to 
the  State  then,  and  I  doubt  if  she  could,  in  her  present  impoverished  condi- 
tion, support  anything  like  the  large  number  of  places  which  will,  if  we  paas 
this  resolution,  be  absolutely  essential  to  the  proper  confinement  of  the  large 
number  of  criminals  which  will  be  continually  accumulating.  We  all  know — 
every  man  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  knows  too  well,  that  where  con- 
victs are  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment  they  generally  escape  aAer  being 
confined  for  two  or  three,  or  at  farthest,  a  very  few  years.  This  release 
almost  always  takes  place  at  the  incoming  of  a  new  local  administration,  for 
the  reason  that  the  governor  needs  the  votes  and  influence  of  party  sup- 
porters who  make  the  release  of  the  dbndemned  man  the  price  of  their  ad- 
herence to  the  powers  that  be.  [Applause.]  Such  is  the  case,  which  admits 
of  no  dispute. 

We  are  told,  in  the  Scriptures,  that  even  the  unjust  judge  finally  surren- 
dered to  the  continued  importunities  of  a  woman,  and  the  governor  of  this 
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State  maj— as  lias  been  the  case  in  other  States,  as  regards  the  chief  execu- 
tives thereof— at  last  succumb  to  the  pressure  which  is  so  firequeutly  brought 
to  bear  in  cases  of  this  description.  I  must  consider  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution  a  step  baclcward,  as  is  the  most  of  the  legisUtion  which  has  been 
carried  on  in  this  hall,  and  an  in  duty  bound  to  protest  against  it,  especially 
at  tliis  most  inauspicious  time. 

The  discussion  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  taking 
up  the  order  of  the  day— the  City  Charter. 

Hr.  Folet-— Section  25  having  been  reconsidered  relative  to  the  salaries, 
and  now  stands  as  originally  reported,  I  move  its  adoption. 

Carried* 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  to  amend  section  29,  relative  to  the  recorder 
pro  Um.  receiving  the  salary  of  the  recorder,  when  acting  in  his  place,  by 
adding,  "  except  in  case  of  sickness." 

Mr.  Lester— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Christie— I  do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  foUowiog,  in  section 
SO :  "He  (the  controller)  shall  also  furnish  such  samples  and  descriptions  as 
said  agency  may  require  for  the  use  of  its  agent,  in  places  out  of  New 
Orleans." 

Mr.  Chamberlun— It  relates  to  the  coupons  of  the  city.  There  may  be  a 
company  in  New  York  who  have  an  agency  to  purchase  these  bonds,  and  the 
controller  is  authorized  to  furnish  samples  and  descriptions. 

Mr.  Crbigh — I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  two  lines  of  the  section—"  except 
such  works  as  cannot  otherwise  be  done  without  injury  to  the  public  interest." 

Mr.  Fouet— If  you  strike  out  these  words,  you  entirely  clog  the  wheels 
of  the  city  government  It  cannot  get  any  work  done.  If  they  advertise  for 
supplies  of  any  kind,  it  cannot  be  let  out*  by  contract,  and  if  we  want  to 
build  an  engine,  it  cannot  be  let  out,  but  must  be  supervised  by  the  city 
itself.  The  city  would  be  at  a  perfect  stand  stilL  The  subject  was  arg  led 
before  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and  it  was  seen  at  once  that  unless 
these  words  were  added,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  could  not  carry  on  any 
work. 

Mr.  Creioh— I  would  like  to  know  bow  the  city  carries  on  the  work  now  ? 

Mr.  Laster — ^The  city  has  had  no  work  to  do. 

Mr.  CHRI8TIE— I  think  it  is  judicious  to  strike  out  the  latter  portion  of  the 
clause.  The  city  of  New  Orleans  does  not  want  to  build  any  steam  engines. 
The  draining  commission,  and  persons  who  are  employed  by  the  city  and 
Btate  can  perform  and  perfect  necessary  works  of  that  kind.  The  system  of 
contracting  is  as  perfect  a  system  of  swindling  as  was  ever  perpetrated  on  the 
fiice  of  the  earth,  and  every  member  of  the  House  knows  it  I  can  show  you 
walls  in  this  city  that  outwardly  are  apparently  good  walls,  but  really  are 
merely  hollow  shells,  where  millions  of  bricks  are  supposed  to  have  been 
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used,  but  where  you  coald  not  fiad  eren  Ihonrands.  All  tiie  work  for  the 
city  shonld  be  performed  by  day  labor,  and  paid  for  under  the  superrialoii 
and  control  of  proper  persons  employed  by  the  dty. 

Mb.  Lastbr— The  whole  proviso  contidned  in  the  section  is  all  an  election- 
eeriog  scheme  on  the  part  of  politicians,  who  haye  had  a  hand  In  this  matter, 
and  It  was  also  tried  in  the  Convention.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a  plan  to 
make  the  laboring  men  thipic  that  these  politicians  want  to  prevent  the  city 
from  letting  oat  their  works  by  contract,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them 
employed,  and  thus  \g^i  into  the  good  graces  of  these  poor  laboring  men,  in 
order  to  get  their  votes  on  election  day.  This  is  all  moonshine.  And  will  not 
work.  I  differ  with  the  last  gentleman.  Everybody  Iraows  that  a  constmc- 
tion  of  any  kind  can  be  made  in  shorter  time,  and  for  a  less  amount  of  money, 
and  in  a  better  manner  by  private  individuals  than  by  any  government,  State 
or  municipal. 

I  move  to  strike  out  thei^hole  proviso. 

Mr.  Harnan— It  was  proposed  in  the  Convention  that  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  should  not  let  out  any  public  worlts  by  contract.  The  object  is,  to 
keep  the  Common  Council  sound,  and  prevent  them  from  letting  out  con- 
tracts to  their  partners.  Ttiey  never  employed  the  old  residents  of  tlie  city 
to  do  the  work,  and  I  move  to  amend  it  so  that  citizens  shall  be  employed  to 
perform  the  work. 

Mr.  Folst— I  am  in  tavor  of  the  proviso  as  it  stands.  I  do  not  want  to 
give  the  privilege  to  the  city  o^  letting  out  all  their  works  by  contract.  If 
you  strike  out  the  last  two  lines,  the  city  can  do  no  work.  It  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  and  they  agreed  upon  this  proviso,  so  that  the 
public  interests  would  not  suffer  by  the  other  parts  of  the  proviso.  I  know 
that  there  has  been  great  rascality  and  swindling  carried  on  here,  by  con- 
tractors, towards  the  city  government  I  know  tiiat  streets  were  paved— 
especially  Gasqnet  street,  that  cost  the  city  $90,000,  one-half  of  which  went 
into  the  pocket  of  the  surveyor,  in  order  to  have  him  pass  upon  Uie  contract 
Jalia,  and  several  other  streets  were  paved  in  the  same  way.  If  the  last  two 
lines  are  stricken  out,  how  is  the  city  to  get  any  lumber?  It  does  not  own 
any  public  land,  to  send  men  out  and  cut  the  wood  on.  Lumber  will  be 
wanted  for  various  purposes — ^for  the  repair  of  wharves,  for  instance,  and  it 
must  be  contracted  for. 

Mr.  Meeks — I  trust  these  two  lines  will  not  be  stricken  out  The  gentle- 
men have  spoken  of  the  corruption  of  the  city  in  letting  out  contracts,  and 
the  conclusion  one  would  come  to  is,  that  the  officers  are  all  thieves  and 
scoundrels.  It  is  admitted  that  there  has  been  corruption  in  these  oontracia, 
but  there  are  legal  means  by  which  the  city  can  always  relieve  itself;  for 
the  parties  can  be  indicted  for  fraud,  and  punished.  I  move  the  moUon  to 
strike  out  these  words  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Mb.  Foley— I  move  to  table  all  amendmenta. 

Carried— yeaa  36,  nays  22. 

Oa  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Monday,  Janaaij  30. 


Monday,  January  30, 1866. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  prayer  was  offered  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  njsolution  was  offered,  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
fifteen  members  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  laws,  in  accordance  with  the 
constitution  of  1864. 

Thk  Speaker — That  matter  must  be  brought  up  by  a  joint  resolution. 
This  is,  therefore,  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Lombard,  chief  enrolling  cleric,  asked  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee, to  fix  the  proper  compensation  due  him  for  having  enrolled  the  latter 
part  of  the  debates,  in  French  and  English,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of 
his  excellency.  Gov.  Hahn. 

Mr.  Boveb — X  move  to  refer  to  a  committee  of  three. 

Mr.  Harnax— I  move  the  rejection  of  that  document,  for  the  reason  tliat 
our  time  has  been  too  much  taken  up  by  consideration  of  such  matters,  but 
chiefly  for  the  reason  that  there  is  an  express  law  prohibiting  the  course 
which  has  been  taken  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Tully— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  to  reject  this  request  would 
be  showing  but  very  little  respect  to  his  excellency,  the  governor,  as  this 
work  has  been  undertaken  and  completed  at  his  request 

Mr.  Foley — I  move  that  the  communication  be  referred  to  a  committee^ 
to  discover  whether  or  not,  as  has  been  charged,  certain  clerks  have  been  in 
the  employment  of  this  House  and  the  chief  enrolling  clerk. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  for  investigation. 

A  communication  was  read,  asking  Governor  Hahn  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington as  soon  as  possible,  as  United  States  senator. 

The  communication  was  rejected. 

A  communication  from  the  grand  jury  of  the  parish  of  Orleans,  calling 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  immediately  providing  suitable  fire-proof  build- 
ings for  safe  keeping  of  records,  was  received  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Baum :  **  An  act  to  reduce  taxation  on  cock-pits  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans." 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden :  <'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Teizer,  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans." 

Mr.  Seymour,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Judiciary  Committee :  "  Acts  to  amend 
arUcles  676,  678,  700,  750,  787  and  802." 

Mr.  Laster :  *^  An  act  to  regulate  hotels,  boarding  houses,  &c.,  and  to  de- 
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fine  the  rights  of  boarders  and  lodgers,  as  well  as  of  the  keepers  and  pro- 
prietors thereot" 

Mr.  Prescott :  '^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  pnnishment  of  persons  purchas- 
ing property  confiscated  by  the  so-called  Confederate  government,  or  of  the 
civil  or  military  officers  thereof." 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  a  bill  relative 
to  jurors,  was  lost 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  wish  to 
know  by  what  authority  the  evidence  in  the  case  of  Watson  was  published 
on  yesterday.  I  think  it  is  an  unnecessary  waste  of  public  money,  as  it  has  a 
most  decided  tendency  to  discredit  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  community,  and  is 
entirely  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker — It  is  not  the  act  of  the  reporters,  sir. 

Mr.  Prescott— They  have  fulQlled  their  instructions,  sir. 

Mr.  t^HAMBERLAiN— Mr.  Speaker :  Everything  that  takes  place  in  this 
House,  unless  in  secret  session,  is  public  property,  and  I  therefore  hold  that 
the  public  have  a  right  to  know  of  it  If  anything  that  we  do  here  is  not 
too  disgraceful  for  our  action,  it  is  not  too  disgraceiiil  for  the  public  to  know 
of  it,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  the  inquiry  proposed  will  not  be  made. 
Every  reporter  or  spectator  has  a  right  to  publish  or  speak  of  what  he  sees 
or  hears  in  this  House,  unless  in  case  of  secret  session. 

Mr.  Prescott — I  beg  leave  to  differ  firom  the  last  gentleman,  Mr.  Speaker. 
It  was  perfectly  right  to  publish  the  report  of  a  committee,  but  not  to  publish 
the  evidence,  without  special  permission.  I  think  that  any  other  rule  would 
be  attended  with  great  public  evil. 

The  Clerk— Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  been  Instructed  to  enter  up  all  proceed- 
ings of  this  House,  unless  expressly  otherwise  directed.  A  resolution  to 
expunge  all  the  proceedings  in  this  matter  fh>m  the  official  minutes,  was  lost, 
and  I  therefore  published  the  whole  proceedings,  as  is  customary,  except  in 
case  of  special  prohibition. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  contend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  reporters  have  a  perfect  right 
to  publish  everything  that  occurs,  in  this  case  or  any  other,  or  anything  that 
comes  befi;>rd  the  House.  If  they  do  not,  how  are  the  public  to  know  whetiier 
or  not  the  gentleman  was  guiltless,  and  that  the  charges  against  him  were 
groundless— not  being  in  possession  of  the  evidence  ? 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  trial  of  certain  public  officers,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Chrutib — I  move  the  rejection. 

Mr.  Boveb — I  move  to  commit  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Harnan— Mr.  Speaker :  I  think  that  no  bill  should  be  rejected  upon 
first  reading,  as  it  is  oflteriog  a  most  pointed  discourtesy  to  the  gentleman  who 
offered  it  A  bill  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  Its  second  reading,  no 
matter  how  informal  it  may  be,  or  what  objections  may  exist  to  its  adoption. 
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Mb.  Tullt— The  geatteman  is  most  strikinglj  inconstotent,  Mr.  Speaker,  m 
be  moTod  the  rejection  of  a  petition  but  a  moment  ago. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  bill  thereupon  committed  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  « 

A  mo^on  to  reconsider  the  yote  on  the  bill  relative  to  jurors,  was  carried, 
when  the  next  motion,  to  suspend  the  rules,  was  lost 

The  City  Charter,  seoUon  3,  was  taken  up. 

Mb.  Pbabbok— I  move  that  the  proviso  be  added  to  this  section,  which,  in 
some  of  the  bills,  is  already,  while  in  others  it  is  attached  to  section  31. 
That  proviso  reads  as  follows : 

"  Provided^  That  the  manicipal  corporation  of  New  Orleans  shall  be  pro- 
hibited from  a4judicating,  selling  by  sealed  proposals,  the  letting  out  by 
contract  for  the  working  or  completing  of  any  of  me  public  works  of  the  city 
under  their  supervision  and  control,  except  such  works  as  cannot  be  other- 
wIm  done  wlthont  iigury  to  the  public  interest 

Mb.  Labtbb— Mr.  Speaker :  I  cannot  conceive  why  the  gentleman  wishes 
this  proviso  to  be  annexed  to  a  section  which  treats  solely  of  the  duties  of 
the  controller.  It  should  be  Inserted  in,  or  at  the  end  of  that  section  which 
treats  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Assistant  Aldermen,  who 
may  oblige  the  controller  to  perform  a  certain  action,  and  thereby  oblige 
him  to  lose  his  pay.  The  controller  should  not  be  made  responsible,  or  to 
flulTer  for  what  be  Is  obliged  to  do.  I  will  support  this  proviso  if  it  is  inserted 
in  the  proper  place,  but  must  oppose  It  in  this  connection.  I  therefore  move 
that  ihe  motion  of  the  gentleman  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mb.  Peibson— This  proviso  will  include,  not  only  the  controller,  but  the 
mayor,  board  of  aldermen  and  assistant  aldermen. 

Mb.  Lastxb— The  gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  it 
neither  does  or  can  apply  to  anything  but  the  controller,  who  must  become 
responsible  and  suffer  for  the  resolutions  which  the  other  portions  of  the 
municipality  may  direct 

Mb.  Folet— Mr.  Speaker :  I  agree  with  the  last  gentleman  fully,  for  the 
reason  that  the  section  is  manifestly  out  of  place,  and  has  been  inserted  in 
this  connection,  through  either  an  error  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  or  of  that 
•f  this  House. 

Mb.  Cbbioh— I  move  the  postponement  of  the  bill  until  every  member  of 
the  House  is  provided  with  a  correctly  prioted  copy  of  this  bill. 

Mb.  Chambbbulin— -Mr.  Speaker  :  I  trust  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill 
will  not  be  longer  postponed,  and  declare  that  it  will  be  disgraceful  for  us 
to  do  so.  We  have  been  engaged  upon  this  bill,  and  it  is  now  our  duty  to 
go  on  with,  and  finish  it  It  has  cost  us  huodreds  of  dollars  to  print  these 
two  bills  already  before  us,  and  if  we  print  a  third  one,  it  will  cost  us  hnn* 
dreds  more,  and  this,  merely  that  some  member  may  not  be  obliged  to  spend 
a  moment  only  in  recUfying  a  typographical  error. 

2lH 
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I  say  again,  it  will  be  disgracefal  to  postpone  this  bill  any  longer,  and 
therefore  move  that  the  motion  to  do  8o|[be  tabled. 

The  last  mo  lion  was  carried;  and  section  31  adopted  as  read  in  the  Honse 
bill,  wifhout  the  proviso. 

Mb.  Creioh— I  move  to  strike  oat  the  last  part  of  the  proviso,  whldh  we 
have  just  had  nnder  consideration,  and  which  b  printed  in  the  House  bill  as 
article  31,  beginning  with  the  words  '*  except  snch." 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  section  adopted,  as  amended. 

Sections  32  and  33  wei'e  adopted  without  debate. 

Mb.  Harnan— I  move  to  amend  section  34,  by  making  the  salary  of  flie 
surveyor  "  five ''  instead  of  '*  three  thousand  dollars." 

The  motion  was  tabled. 

Mb.  Chbistib— I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Senate  have  omitted  one 
clause  in  this  section,  relative  to  the  duties  of  the  city  surveyor,  and  I  there- 
fore move  to  insert :  "  He  shall  superintend  wharves,  levees  and  new  public 
works  "—which  clause,  or  its  equivalent,  is  inserted  in  the  section  prescribing 
the  duties  of  the  street  commissioner,  though  that  gentleman  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  matters  of  that  kind. 

Mb.  Peabson— Mr.  Speaker :  This  section  is  simply  that  of  section  S3  of 
the  old  charter,  which  just  as  much  as  prescribes  that  the  street  commis- 
sioner BhaW  perform  exactly  the  duties  which  the  gentleman  says  he  haa 
nothing  to  do  with.  He  is  the  proper  person  to  see  to  these  things,  if  so 
'  directed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  has  cdtoays  been  the  duty  of  the 
street  commissioner  to  see  that  the  wharves  are  kept  dean,  in  proper  order, 
and  to  replace  any  plank  or  post  which  may  be  needed.  The  surveyor  has 
charge  of  the  nuisance  wharves,  and  no  others. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Christie  was  tabled,  and  the  section  adopted  as 
reported. 

Section  35  was  adopted  without  amendment ;  and  section  36,  relating  to 
city  attorney,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  to  amend  the  amount  of  salary  firom  '*four"  to 
"  three  thousand  dollars  a  year." 

The  motion  was  tabled,  and  the  section  adopted. 

Sections  37,  38,  39  and  40,  were  adopted  as  reported. 

Section  41,  relating  to  what  property  shall  be  exempt  ftom  taxation,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Michkl— I  move  to  amend,  so  as  to  include  "all  real  and  personal 
property  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Free  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  "—making  the  amendment  an  additional  section. 

Mr.  Todd — I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Folkt — I  move  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  including  "  all  private 
societies." 
Mb.  Todd— This  amendment  Is  out  of  oider,  because  the  laws  of  the  Uidted 
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States  ezempti  tills  property ;  and  all  property  exempted  by  those  laws  far 
also  free  from  taxation,  under  this  bill. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost — ^yeas  25,  nays  S2. 

On  motion,  the  Honse  a^oumed  until  12  m.  to-morrow,  the  Slst  inst 


TucsDAT,  January  31, 1865. 

The  Honse  met,  pursuant  to  ac^'oamment,  when  the  minutes  were  read 
and  adopted. 

The  chair  announced  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Bovee,  Chamberltdn, 
Laster,  Brown,  Senette,  Marie  and  Laloire  as  committee  to  fisoertain  the 
Talue  of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Lombard  for  enrolling  the  last  of  the 
debates  of  the  constitution  of  1864. 

Both  a  majority  and  minority  report  were  presented  in  regard  to  the  claim 
of  J.  C.  Prendergast ;  that  of  the  majority,  reporting  favorably,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Bofill  gave  notice  that  he  diould  move  to  amend  article  62  of  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

A  joint  resolution,  requesting  the  mayor  and  bureau  of  finance  to  repeal 
an  ordinance  adopting  a  certain  system  of  licenses,  considered  to  be  ii^u- 
rious  to  the  eommerce  of  the  city,  was  taken  up,  when  a  motion  was  made 
to  suspend  the  rules,  and  put  it  upon  a  second  reading.    Lost 

An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,  the  par- 
ish of  Orleans  excepted,  was  rejected,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foley,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote :  yeas  38,  nays  32. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  throngh- 
ont  the  State,  was  taken  up. 

Mb.  Pbabson— I  move  its  rejection. 

Mb.  Habnah— I  hope  the  bill  will  be  adopted,  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, as  I  am  informed  some  of  the  courts  have  different  and  exorbitant  prioee 
for  the  making  out  of  papers,  etc 

Mb.  Psabson— I  withdraw  the  motion  to  reject 

The  bin  was  adopted. 

Mb.  Habkak— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  place  it  on  its  second 
reading. 

Ldd  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  reduce  taxation  oncoclc-pits  in  tiM  etty  of  New  OrleaaS)  was 
rciieoted. 

Mb.  BonLL— I  ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to  withdraw  a  bill  oflbred 
by  m»  relative  to  jurors. 

Granted. 

An  act  to  regulate  hotels,  boarding-houses,  etc.,  and  define  the  rights  of 
boarders  and  lodgers,  as  well  as  keepers  or  proprietors  thereof  was  then 
tsken  up. 
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Mr.  Eoan— I  move  to  reject. 

Mk.  Laster — Afl  I  introduced  the  bill,  it  may  be  necessary  to  say  a  few 
words  in  ezplaDation.  There  is  no  law  in  the  State  on  the  subject  of  board- 
ing-bouses and  hotels  to  define*  the  rights  of  boarders  and  lodgers.  It  is 
a  well  known  fiact,  that  a  greater  part  of  the  boarding-bouse  keepers  and 
hotel  proprietors  are  a  set  of  land  sharks.  A  man  stops  at  one  6f  these 
places,  bearing  they  set  a  fine  table,  etc.,  and  finding  that  such  is  not  the  case, 
desires  to  leave ;  but  he  is  not  permitted  to  do  so  by  the  landlord,  unless  he 
*  pays  the  whole  month^s  board.  That  is  an  extortion,  and  therefore  I 
use  the  term  land  shark,  as  applied  to  this  class.  They  engage  to  fUmiah 
him  with  board  and  every  thing  necessary  for  a  fixed  price,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  month  the  boarder  thinks  he  has  only  to  pay  for  his  board,  but  thej 
bring  in  all  kinds  of  claims  for  gas,  coal,  etc.  A  circumstance  has  been 
related  to  me,  where  a  gentleman,  in  addition  to  his  board,  paid  for  two 
barrels  of  coal  a  day,  so  that  in  one  month  he  paid  for  forty  or  fifty  barrels 
of  coal.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  some  law  to  regulate  this.  I  have  taken 
some  trouble  to  get  the  facts,  and  draw  up  such  a  bill,  and  I  find  there  is  no 
law  existing  on  Uiis  subject.  If  a  man  reAises  to  pay  the  amount  extorted, 
and  goes  to  the  recorder,  or  any  other  court,  he  is  told  plainly  that  nothing 
can  be  done,  because  there  is  no  law  in  relation  to  the  matter  to  give  power 
to  try  the  case.    For  these  reasons,  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  adopted. 

Mb.  E(Un— I  withdraw  the  motion  to  reject. 

Mr.  Peajison — I  move  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Laster — I  have  a  word  i\irther  to  add,  and  that  is  that  I  never  stopped 
at  a  boarding  house  a  day  in  my  life,  and  have  nothing  to  gain  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  67S,  802,  750,  787,  679  and  700,  of  the  Code  of 
Practice,  were  adopted  on  their  first  reading* 

The  consideration  of  the  City  Charter  was  resumed,  and  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Michel  to  section  41,  to  include  in  the  property  exempt  from  tazation 
"  all  real  and  personal  property  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  Free  Masons  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  adopted. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  oall  for  the  reading  of  the  substitute  reported  by  the  Fpeoial 
Committee  on  Revenue,  to  be  inserted  as  section  44. 

The  following  was  read : 

Article  blank.  **  Be  U  further  enacUd,  dte.f  That  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  prohibited  from  demanding  for  a  license  on  any 
t  trade,  profession  or  occupation,,  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  over  and  aboTe 
Wjhat  the  State  charges  oh  the  same  trade,  profession  or  occupation.*' 

Mr.  Sarnan— If  such  an  amendment  is  adopted,  the  taxes  will  not  pay 
tor  maintaining  the  police  force  of  the  city. 
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Mb.  Lastcr— It  has  always  been  the  custom  for  the  Legislature  to  leave 
the  fixing  of  the  salaries  of  the  municipal  authorities.  This  should  be  done, 
for  the  reason  th'at  the  taxes  arising  from  the  pro  rata  levied  on  the  ralua- 
tion  of  real  estate,  are  appropriated  by  law  for  the  paymoit  of  certain 
indebtedness  of  the  city.  The  fixing  of  the  rates  of  license  has  always  been 
wisely  left  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  because  this  is  what  keeps  the  city 
gOTernment  in  motion.    I  therefore  move  to  lay  the  article  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chamberlajn—I  am  in  fkvor  of  rejecting  this  article.  If  I  understand 
taxation,  it  is  to  raise  a  certain  amount  of  money,  to  pay  the  expense  of 
carrying  on  the  city  government,  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  city.  Now,  a 
certain  amount  has  got  to  be  raised  by  taxation 

Mr.  LifTTER — My  motion  to  table  has  been  seconded,  and  I  call  for  it' 

The  chair  decided  that  the  speaker  might  proceed. 

Mr.  Cuamberlain— If  the  city  is  compelled  to  raise  a  certain  amount,  say 
two  millions  of  dollars,  and  raises  one-half  by  licenses,  the  other  half  has  to 
be  raised  by  direct  taxation  ;  therefore,  by  allowing  the  city  to  assess  a  high 
rate  for  licenses,  it  necessarily  lessens  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  direct  tax- 
ation, and  I  am  in  favor  of  permitting  the  city  the  privilege  of  a  law  or  a 
high  assessment  fjr  licenses  on  certain  trades  or  professions.  Section  43 
provides  that  the  city  shall  not  assefss  higher  than  two  dollars  on  every  hun- 
dred dollars  valuation.  If  we  deprive  the  city  of  the  power  to  malce  a  suiB- 
cient  charge  for  licenses  to  cover  the  deficit,  how  must  the  balance  be  raised! 
It  is  actually  compelling  the  city  to  run  in  debt,  because  it  cannot  levj 
sufficient  taxes  to  cover  the  expenditure. 

You  propose  to  levy  a  tax  of  two  dollars  on  every  hundred,  which  will 
raise  only  $800,000 ;  then  you  prohibit  the  city  from  assessing  moro  than 
fifty  per  cent,  over  and  above  what  the  State  charges  on  the  same  trade  or 
profession,  which  will  raise  perhaps  $500,000.  The  expenditure  is  $2,000j000, 
how  is  that  to  be  covered  ?  I  consider  it  an  unjust  enactment  The  city  is 
the  best  judge  of  its  requirements.  The  assessment  is  taken  from  the  amount 
of  the  expenditures.  If  they  reach  two  millions,  we  must  levy  a  sufficient 
sum  to  cover  it,  and  the  only  way  is  on  the  licenses,  or  direct  taxation. 

Mr.  Lastbr— I  would  state  to  the  House  tlmt  the  times  are  very  hard  with 
the  tax  payers,  and  the  citizens  at  large.  Salaries  of  city  officers  have  been 
raised,  and  in  the  police  department,  they  have  been  increased  at  least  two- 
thirds.  It  costs  now  from  $42,000  to  $46,000  a  month  for  the  support  of  that 
one  department,  and  with  the  small  amount  of  State  taxes  nsed  for  the  pur- 
pose, unless  the  city  has  the  power  to  make  up  the  deficiency  by  levying  a 
tax  on  all  trades,  it  will  be  forever  in  debt  and  the  city  notes  cannot  be 
redeemed.  In  taxing  trades  and  professions,  those  are  taxed  highest  which 
are  of  the  least  benefit  to  the  community,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from 
increasing. 

Mr.  Harnan—I  offer  the  following  substitute  : 
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"  Be  Ufuriher  enacted^  That  eyerj  retail  dealer  in  liquor,  when  sold  hj  the 
.glass  and  drank  on  the  premises,  shall  pay  one  hundred  andjlftj  dollars  for 
each  license  ;  and  upon  all  sums  Jn  excess  of  five  thousand  dollars  on  gross 
receipts,  he,  she  or  they  shall  paj  one  per  cent  per  annum.'' 

I  think  this  is  jost  to  all  parties.  The  poor  men  who  have  retail  estttblish- 
menis  at  the  Stock  Landing  and  Bayou  Bridge  have  to  pay  the  same  license 
as  the  large  saloons  on  St.  Charles  street  doing  a  large  business.  I  wish  to 
tax  their  gross  receipts  in  excess  of  $5000,  and  thus  equalize  the  taxation  as 
far  as  possible. 

Mb.  Laster— Mr.  Speaker :  The  constitution  certainly  declares  that  taxa- 
tion q]ball  be  equal,  but  this  substitute  by  no  means  accomplishes  that  object, 
for  it  only  looks  to  the  equalization  of  taxes  among  a  certain  portion  of  the 
community.  The  substitute  also  provides  lor  a  certain  taxation  upon  a  fixed 
amount  of  gross  receipts.  There  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  a  single  coffee 
house  keeper  in  this  city  who  keeps  a  regular  set  of  books,  or  who  can  gire 
either  his  average  or  gross  receipts ;  even  if  they  did,  the  intention  of  the  law 
would  be  evaded,  because  true  returns  were  not  made.  I  do  not  think  thai 
the  substitute  is  either  just  or  proper,  and,  therefore,  I  move  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  in  order  that  the  municipal  authorities  may  not  be  trammelled  by  any 
legislation. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  shall  vote  to  lay  upon  the  ^table  the  substitute,  fbr 
the  reason  that  I  am  opposed  to  special  legislation  over  any  class  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Laster — I  shall  also  vote  to  lay  the  substitute  upon  the  table,  because, 
although  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  have  no  animosity  towards  any 
class  of  business  men  or  citizens  of  this  city,  I  do  not  think  it  Is  right  for  na 
to  perform  any  special  legislation. 

The  motion  to  table  the  substitute  was  lost 

Mr.  Laster — ^I  move  to  amend  the  substitute  as  follows : 

"  And  no  bar-keeper  or  proprietor  of  a  bar-room  shall  charge  more  tlum 
ten  cents  a  glass  for  any  wines  or  liquors  sold  by  them,  under  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  ten  dollars,  nor  more  than  twenty-five  dollars.'' 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  that  the  amendment  be  tabled. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  to  insert  the  following  clause  in  the  substitute : 

'<  Be  Ufuriher  enacted,  Ac.,  That  the  city  of  New  Orleans  shall  not  demand 
more  than  $150  from  each  and  every  retail  dealer  of  spirituous  liquors,  when 
sold  by  the  glass  on  the  premises  ;  but  shall  have  the  authority  to  tax  the 
gross  receipts  on  jill  business  in  excess  of  five  thousand  dollars." 

Mb.  Christie — Mr.  Speaker :  I  contend  that  we  are  here  to  legislate  fo' 
the  interest  of  the  whole  State,  and  not  for  the  people  of  this  city,  except  as 
they  are  connected  with  the  State  government  If  the  clause  is  appended—' 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  gentleman  introduced  honestly  and  sincerely — we 
should  first  pause  and  take  into  consideration  the  eff^ect  which  the  adoption 
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of  it  will  have  upon  the  minds  lind  feeliogs  of  the  communft j,  legiflUting,  as 
we  shall  have  done,  for  one  particular  class. 

The  conunittee  had  this  subject  under  consideration,  and  gave  it  that  con- 
sideration which  we  felt  was  due  to  it.  The  proposition  was,  to  insert  a  , 
clause  by  which  we  should  restrict  the  cily  goTemment  from  taxing  the 
coffeehouse  keeper.  It  is  apparent  to  the  mind  of  every  member  of  this 
House,  that  that  would  be  nothing  but  an  act  of  special  legislation«  if  we 
adopted  such.a  clause,  and  we  therefore  rejected  that  clause,  and  reported, 
in  the  stead  thereof,  a  general  clause  which  would  reach  the  action  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  prohibit  it  from  imposing  licenses  to  an  amount  greater 
than  that  of  a  certain  per  cent  above  that  which  the  State  charged.  No 
gentleman  will  dispute  the  right  of  this  Legislature  to  restrict  the  action  of 
the  citj  in  this  manner. 

It  maj  be  possible  that  there  may  be  reasons  assigned  why  the  govern- 
ment of  this  city  cannot  pay  its  expenses,  or  meet  its  necessary  aims,  under 
the  present  condition  of  things,  other  than  those  in  relation  to  taxation. 
The  people  have  a  strong  interest  in  this  matter,  and  it  might  be  well  for  us, 
before  enacting  this  charter,  to  inquire  into  some  of  the  expenses  that  are 
incurred  at  the  present  time,  by  the  municipal  government ;  for  this  substi- 
tute will  be  pronounced  illegal,  and  receive  the  condemnation  of  the  courts, 
if  passed.  We  have  already  passed  a  bill  abolishing  the  bureau  of  finance, 
and  streets  and  landings— fit  subjects  of  legislation,  in  the  opinion  of  many. 
Why  this  has  been  done,  I  do  not  know,  but  candidly  believe  that  it  was 
done  because  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  city,  in  meeting  the 
expenses  of  those  departments. 

I  care  not  how  sanguine  gentlemen  may  be  in  pressing  the  claims  of  those 
whom  they  represent ;  but  I  do  not  wish  this  House  to  have  such  odium 
heaped  upon  it  as  now  rests  upon  the  late  Constitutional  Convention. 

I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  adopt  the  general  clause ;  for  if,  under  it,  'tiie 
city  incurs  a  small  debt,  the  deficit  can  easily  be  made  good,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary to  inculcate  the  idea  that  the  city  might  retrench  its  expenses. 

Mr.  Harnan—I  must  object,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  article  as  it  now  stands, 
for  the  reason  that  it  Is  most  unjust  towards  a  portion  of  the  community,  and 
that  illicit  trading  will  accordingly  be  carried  on. 

Mr.  Folbt — I  again  offer  my  amendment  to  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Harnan — I  accept  that  amenflmenL 

Mr.  Bovbb— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to  any  such  legislation  as  some 
gentlemen  propose  to  effect,  fur  it  seems  to  me  that  the  city  corporation  will 
be  the  best  judge  of  what  should  be  the  proper  amount  of  licenses  to  be 
imposed.  I  cannot  see  why  we  should  attempt  to  legislate  in  a  special  man- 
ner, for  the  benefit  of  coffeehouses,  simply  because  the  bureau  of  finance  has 
seen  fit  to  impose  rather  a  heavy  license  upon  them. 

Mr.  Balbkr — I  move  to  lay  the  substitute,  as  amended,  upon  the  table. 
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The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  question  was  thereupon  put  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  sabstitnte  as  amended — the  roll  being  called. 

Mr.  Christie — I  refuse  to  vote  upon  this  question,  as  the  substitute  Is 
wholly  unconstitutional. 

The  Speaker— Every  gentlema'n  must  vote,  unless  excused  bj  the  House. 

Mr.  Walsh — I  move  the  gentleman  be  compelled  to  vote.  • 

Mr.  Christie — ^I  move  that  the  gentleman  be  authorized  to  **  compel  the 
gentleman  to  vote."    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Boveb— I  move  the  gentleman  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  motion  was  lost,  whereupon  the  roll-call  was  resumed,  commencing 
with  the  name  of  the  gentleman  next  following  the  name  of  Mr.  Christie. 

Mr.  Todi>— I  do  not  believe  that  a  substitute  can  be,  according  to  parlia- 
mentary usages,  amended  as  this  one  has  been,  but  if  compelled  to  vote,  I 
say, "  No." 

Mr.  Meeks— I  move  that  the  refusal  of  the  gentleman  who  declined  to  vote 
(Mr.  Christie),  and  his  reasons  for  so  doing,  be  spread  upon  the  minutes. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  as  amended — ^yeas  42,  nays  16. 

On  motion  carried,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  to-morrow,  Feb- 
mary  1st 


Wedxesday,  February  1, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Foley  offered  a  resolution,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Supervising 
th^  Affairs  of  the  House  to  audit  the  claims  of  the  different  newspapers  lor 
copies  furnished  the  House  since  October  3, 1864,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relative 
to  the  errors  in  the  printed  copies  of  the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  constitu- 
tidn  of  Louisiana,  reported  that  they  had  found  many  errors,  and  recom- 
mended that  they  be  sent  back  to  the  printer  for  correction,  and  that  the 
clerk  furnish  a  statement  of  the  printing  delivered  to  the  House. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  a  report  showing  the  amount  drawn 
from  the  treasury,  and  for  what  purposes. 

The  special  committee  on  the  revenue  bill  reported  a  bill  which  was  read, 
and  one  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday. 

A  message  from  the  governor  was  read,  stating  that  he  had  signed  and 
approved  an  act  to  amend  article  155,  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana. 

of  the  vote  adopting  the  substitute' 
,  on  yesterday. 
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T%e  section  reported  by  Ihe  coftimittee  WM  road. 

Mr.  Pbibson— 'I  move  to  amend  to  as  to  read  "  one  hundred  per  cent." 
ivisador'^fiftj." 

Mr.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  S^eaebr  pro  iem. — ^The  qaestion  la  on  the  sabsUtato  of  Hr>  Haman, 
M  amended. 

Mb.  Laster — I  will  now  tstate  why  I  moTed  a  reconsideration  of  the  addi- 
tional article,  or  substitnte,  intended  for  an  additional  article.  The  city  of 
New  Orleans,  as  nearly  every  one  is  aware,  is  in  debt  to  a  rery  large  extent, 
for  which  it  has  issued  a  large  amount  of  bonds.  The  wisdom  of  former 
Legielatares  made  it  compulsory  on  the  city,  at  the  end  of  every  year,  to 
nnke  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  and  ezpenditares  of  ihe  coming  year,  and 
oat  of  tiie  receipts,  to  set  aside  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  the 
■fanple  interest  npon  this  consolidated  debt  Now,  if  gentlemen  wiU  take 
into  consideration  the  embarrassed  state  of  city  finances,  and  the  not  very 
fkTorable  prospect  of  much  improvement,  they  would  certainly  not  urge  the 
idoption  of  Uiis  substitute  for  Ae  article  reported  by  the  committee.  In  the 
year  1861,  the  total  amount  of  taxable  property,  including  real  estate,  slaves, 
faicome,  houses,  cattle,  stocks,  vessels,  corporations,  etc.,  was  $121,706,265. 
Now,  by  the  State  passing  the  ordinance  of  emancipation,  and  from  the 
present  war,  there  has  been  a  vast  amount  of  what  was  property,  done  away 
with—making  a  difference  of  $20,381,167.  It  is  proposed  to  debar  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  from  levying  upon  the  citizens  any  more  than  two  per  cent 
tax.  It -has  never  been,  to  my  recollection,  more  tlian  ftne  and  a  half  per 
esBt  The  authorities  are  disposed  to  be  very  lenient  When  they  came  io 
tUi  city,  slave  property  was  at  once  rendered  valueless,  and  they  very  wisely 
ndaced  the  tax,  thereby  relieving  the  tax  payer  by  about  the  amount  that 
would  have  been  the  tax  npon  his  slaves.  How  much  of  it  went  into  the 
tmsory,  for  the  use  of  the  city  government?  Out  of  each  dollar  collected 
ftff  taxes,  flfty-fonr  cents  is  set  aside,  to  make  np  the  $600,000  which  it  is 
iacttmhent  to  provide  for,  before  an  enactment  can  take  the  effect  of  law. 

Oat  of  every  hundred  dollars,  fifty-four  dollars  is  thus  set  aside.  Out  of 
tUi  is  also  laid  aside  seventeen  dollars  again,  which  only  leaves  twenty-nlae 
doilan  for  the  use  of  the  eity  out  of  every  one  hundred  dollars  of  tax.  That 
ii  Botsaffideoi  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  city  government,  which,  to 
the  knowledge  of  every  one,  have  been  increased  fully  one  hundred  per 
cent,  if  not  one  hundred  and  fifty.  It  is  a  well  known  lact,lhat  a  good  many 
of  the  resources  of  the  State  have  been  cut  oflT.  The  pay  of  laborers  has 
been  nearly  doubled,  and  the  f^me  is  true  in  almost  every  department  of  the 
city  government  Therefore  the  former  Legislatures  of  Louisiana  wisely  left 
flie  amount  of  license  to  be  charged  at  the  option  of  the  city  government 
When  the  taxes  fkiled  to  supply  money  enough  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds, 
to  say  nothisg  of  the  bonds  themselves,  they  could  make  np  the  balaoee  by 
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licensefl  on  the  basinefls  coauttanHy  of  tbe  city.  Tbey  are  better  able  at  tSie 
present  time  to  pay  a  high  rate  of  tax,  than  the  real  estate  owneta,  for  real 
estate  is  now  nearly  worthless..  A  man  may  be  rich  in  real  estate  and 
yet  be  poor  to-day.  His  house  is  an  expense  to  him,  and  he  does  not  get 
anything  fgr  it,  comparaUyely— hardly  soiBoieDt  to  keep  it  insured  and  in 
repair.  The  taxes  of  the  general  government,  and  State  and  city  goTemmenti 
are  so  enormous,  that  the  tax  payer  becomes  disheartened,  and  lets  the 
property  be  sold  for  the  taxes,  rather  than  use  what  little  money  he  has  for 
that  purpose.  How  can  we  expect  the  city  government  to  be  carried  on,  if 
we  place  such  fetters  and  restrictions  upon  iC?  I  think,  in  legislatiug,  we 
had  better  follow  the  example  of  our  predecessors. 

Mb.  Harnan— If  real  estate  owners  cannot  or  do  not  wish  to  pay  the 
taxes,  why  do  they  not  sell  their  property  ? 

Ma.  Lastbr— The  answer  is,  moneyed  men  will  not  give  them  a  fair  prioe 
for  it.    Yon  cannot  sell  any  property  for  fifty  per  cent  on  the  cost 

Mr.  MekkB'I  move  the  substitute,  as  amended,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Lost 

Mb.  Chambkrlaik — I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  any  real  dUlerenoe  between 
the  amendment  and  the  substitute,  for  both  are  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Chbistie— I  would  like  to  ask  the  members  of  this  House  what  is  the 
use  in  persisting  in  stultifying  themselves,  In  the  manner  they  have  done! 
This  section  is  clearly  unconstitutional,  and  if  put  in  the  City  Charter,  it  will 
render  it  a  perfect  nullity,  and  only  so  much  waste  paper  to  the  city  govern- 
ment The  constitiftion  says  you  shall  not  make  speoial  laws  in  relation  to 
particular  cases  or  individuals.  Now,  I  hold  that  a  coffoe-honse  comes  la 
the  category  of  particular  cases,  and  I  know  the  House  does  not  wish  to 
perform  an  act  of  unequal  and  unjust  legislation.  If  gentlemen  will  take 
time  to  reflect  upon  this  matter,  and  ask  legal  advice,  they  will  be  satisfied 
that  this  is  highly  improper,  to  say  the  least.  It  you  make  restrictions  oa 
the  city  government  in  behalf  of  colTee-house  keepers,  you  must  also  do  it 
in  behalf  of  the  merchant,  grocer,  etc.,  in  order  to  make  legislation  equal 
and  just  The  committee  submitted  a  substitute,  containing  the  only  conaii- 
tutional  method  by  which  restrictions  can  be  made.  I  assert,  that  the  extrmr- 
agant  expenditures  on  the  part  of  the  city  government,  for  some  time  past» 
have  been  most  outrageous,  and  many  of  them  are  of  no  possible  use.  Ko 
person  can  give  a  reason  why  the  coffee-house  keeper  should  be  assessed  at 
least  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  any  other  trade  or  occupa- 
tion. I  hold  that  it  is  unequal  and  unjust,  and  an  act  for  which  there  Is  no 
shadow  of  excuse.  Now  is  the  time  to  make  the  alteration.  If  you  de^re 
to  restrict  the  city,  you  can  only  do  so  in  a  general  sense  ;  and  I  venture  to 
say,  that  the  license  system  of  New  Orleans,  if  carried  to  the  Supreme  Courti 
would  be  declared  to  be  a  nullity.    My  idea  of  equal  taxation  is,  to  treat  all 
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classes,  professions  And  trades,  alike.    It  is,  tberefbre,  your  dotj  to  make  (be 
restriction  a  general  one,  applicable  to  the  whole  State. 

Me.  Foley— I  have  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleaian  with  maeh  at- 
tention, particularly  to  his  constitutional  argument  He  refers  to  article 
117  of  the  constitution,  where  he  finds  his  authority  for  asserting  that  tUs 
act  is  unconstitutional.  This  does  not  apply  to  the  case,  but  treats  on  an 
entirely  different  subject  **  The  Legislature  may  enact  general  laws  regu- 
lating the  adoption  of  children,  emancipation  of  minors,  changing  of  names, 
and  the  granting  of  divorces  ;  but  no  special  laws  shall  be  enacted  relating 
to  particular  or  individual  cases.''  Now,  to  wh&t  particular  or  individual 
case  does  this  article  refer  to  ?  It  does  not  refer  to  coffee-houses,  nor  to  any 
individual  case  of  taxation.  It  refers  to  individual  cases  of  the  adoption  of 
'children,  emancipation  of  minors  and  granting  divorces.  So  much  fer  Us 
interpretation  of  this  article. 

Again,  he  refers  to  article  124  :  **  Taxation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform 
throughout  the  State.  All  property  shall  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  its 
value,  to  be  ascertained  as  directed  by  law.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  to  exempt  firom  taxation  property  actually  used  for  church, 
school  or  charitable  purposes.  The  General  Assembly  shall  levy  an  income 
tax  upon  all  persons  pursuing  any  occupation,  trade  or  calling,  and  all  such 
persons  shall  obtain  a  license  as  provided  by  law." 

The  General  Assembly  has  power  to  levy  an  income  tax  on  all  trades  and 
professions,  but  the  constitution  does  not  say  tiiat  all  trades  and  professions  . 
shall  pay  the  same  license.     So  much  for  the  gentieman's  interpretation  of 
this  article  of  the  constitution. 

The  Greneral  Assembly  has  always  restricted  the  corporation  of  New  Or* 
leans  from  levying  a  tax  of  more  than  one  and  a  half  per  cent  on  real  estate. 
If  it  has  power  to  restrict  in  regard  to  real  estate,  it  has  also  power  to 
restrict  in  any  other  business,  trade  or  occupation.  Whether  it  is  feasible  or 
politic  to  do  so,  is  for  the  House  to  deterinine.  I  say  this  substitute  is  not 
onconstitutional. 

UsL  Harnax— In  ord^er  to  equal  taxation  I  think  a  per  cent  should  be 
levied  on  the  gross  receipts  over  and  above  a  certain  amount  For  example, 
a  young  lawyer  hangs  out  his  shingle  and  commences  business ;  be  Is  obliged 
to  pay  fifty  dollars  for  his  license,  the  same  that  Mr.  Roeelius  and  other  dit* 
tinguished  lawyers  of  the  city,  with  a  large  practice,  who  receive  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars  to  his  one.  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  city  to  fix 
the  rate,  and  if  the  amendment  is  adopted,  it  will  largely  increase  our  rev- 
eaue,  and  do  justiee  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  LASTEB->Tbe  gentieman  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Christie)  takes  the  groumd  of 
lis  being  unconstitutional.  I  think  the  article  be  refers  to  is  not  altogether 
applicable  to  the  case.  If  the  question  was,  whether  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, by  levying  one,  or  ten  dollars  tax,  had  overnitepped  its  Authority,  it 
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migfat  be  time  then  to  speak  of  supreme  laws ;  bat  the  leTjing  of  taxes  for 
this  year  is  perfectly  in  aocordaace  with  the  law  as  it  stood  at  the  date  of 
that  ordinaooe.  Bf  referriog  to  the  Revised  Statutes,  page  186,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  municipal  authorities  have  exclusiye  power  to  make  laws  and 
regulations  for  the  sale  or  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as 
they  may  deem  advisable.  If  gentlemen  whose  constituents  and  friends  are 
to  be  benefitted  by  this  act,  try  to  push  it  through  in  a  hurried  manner,  with- 
out giving  the  minority  a  fidr  chance  to  oppose  it,  they  will  find  they  ha^-e 
committed  a  gross  error.  One  of  the  last  sections  of  this  charter  declares 
that  it  shall  take  effect  fh>m  and  after  its  passage.  If  the  opponents  of  this 
measure  are  overruled  by  the  majority  and  it  becomes  a  part  of  the  Gitj 
Oharter,  it  will  bej>assed  contrary  to  article  109  of  the  constitution,  which 
says  that  *'  no  ae  post  fado  or  retroactive  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  the  • 
obligation  of  contracts  shall  be  passed,''  etc. 

If  this  passes,  I  say  it  would  be  clearly  a  retroactive  law— that  it  is  under- 
taking to  govern  a  measure  or  replace  a  law  made  prior  to  the  passage  of 
this  act  If  the  advocates  of  the  bill  push  it  through,  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  the  governor  will  sign  it,  for  every  man  of  common  sense  must  con- 
sider it  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  When  this  takes  effect,  it  will  be  a 
retroactive  law,  because  it  is  operating  upon  a  certain  object  which  was 
according  to  law  at  the  time  it  was  passed.  I  do  not  think,  if  the  charter  was 
carried  into  court,  it  would  hold  good,  even  with  the  signature  of  the  gov- 
emois  for  the  reason  that  the  Supreme  Court  does  not  recognize  the  validity 
of  a  law  if  it  has  any  defects. 

Mr.  Folet— I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  few  moments,  to  show  that  the 
last  gentleman  is  in  error.in  his  interpretation  of  article  109  of  the  oonstita- 
tion.  I  do  not  see  what  reference  it  has  to  the  subject  before  the  House. 
He  says,  if  we  engraft  this  article  in  the  charter,  it  wiU  become  a  retroactive 
law.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  relroadivef  It  means  going  back- 
wards—that is,  we  have  no  right  to  pass  a  law  impairing  an  obligation  that 
has  already  been  performed.  *  If  this  article  was  to  say  that  all  the  coffee- 
house keepers  that  paid  $800  license  in  January  or  February,  before  the 
passage  4>f  this  act,  should  receive  the  difference  between  this  and  the  som 
re;iuired  under  this  section,  it  would  be  retroactive  and  unconstitutional ; 
but  the  mqment  this  charter  takes  effect,  the  coffeehouse  keepers  are  not 
required  to  pay  more  than  $150— but  the  $300  that  bis  been  already  paid 
remains  in  the  treasury,  and  cannot  be  taken  out 

Mr.  CHRmrs— I  wish  to  ask  how  any  gentleman  can  be  so  short-sighted 
as  to  attribute  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  to  me?  I  bad 
nothing  to  do  with  the  adoption  of  this  constitution ;  bat  I  take  it  as  it  reads, 
and  that  to  me,  seems  verjb  clear,  where  it  says,  no  law  shall  be  enacted 
referring  to  special  cases.  You  cannot  legislate  on  this  subject,  unless  you 
lagi^te  generally.     There  has  been  no  reason  given  why  the  ooffeehoose 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


S83 

keepers  sboald  be  compelled  to  pay  a  tax  so  miicli  above  the  rates  assessed 
by  tbe  State.  I  do  not  care  for  the  restrictions  of  the  past,  for  we  are  now 
legislating  under  a  new  constitution,  which  expressly  prohibits  the  passage 
of  audi  an  act 

Mr.  Lastbb— Before  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  on  the  adoptTon  of  tiie 
snbsUtute  as* amended  by  Mr.  Foley,  I  wfeh  to  explain  my  Tote.  I  shall  vote 
against  this  measure,  not  becanse  I  am  in  fkvor  of  taxing  tiie  coffeehouse 
heepers  more  than  any  others,  but  ^eir  occnpation  requires  more  money 
and  they  create  more  disturbance,  and  they  should  be  made  to  pay  for  it 

The  amendment  was  adopted— y  A  41,  nays  20. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  a^'onrned  until  12  m.,  Thursday,  February  2. 


Thursday,  February  2, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  no  quorum  was  present 

Mb.  Setuoor—I  move  that  we  adjourn  for  want  of  a  quorum^  as  we  have 
been  already  waiting  pver  half  an  hour. 

Mb.  Christie— We  must  adjourn  when  we  have  no  quorum. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  must  differ  frith  the  gentleman,  inasmuch  as  I  believe 
It  is  not  necessary  until  alter  we  have  had  a  quorum. 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  Cushing  says :  **  No  business  can  be  regularly 
entered  upon  until  a  quorum  is  present,  nor  can  any  business  be  regularly 
proceeded  with  when  it  appears  that  the  members  present  are  reduced  below 
that  number ;  consequently  the  presiding  officer  ought  not  to  take  the  chair 
oDtil  the  proper  number  is  ascertained  to  be  present.  If  at  any  time  in  the 
coarse  of  tbe  proceedings  notice  is  taken  that  a  quorum  is  not  present,  and 
upon  the  members  being  counted  by  the  presiding  officer,  such  appears  to  be 
tbe  fact,  the  Assemby  mu^-t  be  immediately  adjourned.*' 

Mr.  Tullt— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  the  speaker  must  take  tbe  chair 
whether  a  quorum  be  present  or  no,  as  one  of  our  rules  provides  that  he 
shall  take  the  chair  at  the  arrival  of  the  hour  to  which  the  House  a^loumed. 
I  believe  that  neither  Jefferson  nor  Cnsbing  is  authority  for  us  upon  a  subject 
for  which  our  regulations  already  provide. 

A  quorum  having  been  secured,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman  offered  prayer, 
after  which  the  minutes  were  adopted  as  read. 

Kr.  Boflll  offered  a  resolution  changing  rule  six  of  the  House,  so  as  to 
inquire  only  a  **  two  thirds ''  in  place  of  a^'  four  fifflis ''  vote  for  snspendliig 
or  changing  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  move  the  rejection  of  the  resolution,  inasmuch  as  tbat^ls 
restoring  that  rule  as  it  originally  existed. 

The  speaker  was  excused  f^om  attendance  during  the  remainder  of  tbe 
week,  on  account  of  sickness,  whereupon  the  H9n.  J.  Michel  was  called  to 
the  chair. 
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The  motioii  to  r^ect  was  loet»  after  which  the  resolation  was  declared 
.  adopted— yeas  36,  nays  25. 

Hb.  Tullt— I  contend,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  the  resolution  has  not  been 
adopted,  inasmuch  as  a  four-fifths  Tote  is  necessary  to  do  that,  under  a  reso- 
Intion  adopted  but  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr.  Bofill— I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that 
the  reeoluUon  referred  to  was  adopted  by  only  a  migority  vote,  and  I 
believe  that,  as  a  majority  vote  adopted  tliat  resolution,  the  same  vote  can 
adopt  the  present  one. 

Thb  Speaker  pro  <em.— The  reaoli^n  referred  to  was  not  adopted  by  a 
feur-flfths  Tote.    The  present  resolution  IS  adepted. 

Mr.  Tullt— That  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  as  a  stand- 
ing n\le  of  the  House  then  directed  it  to  be.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  as  I  contend  tliat  this  resolution  has  not  been  adopted. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained — yeas  47,  nays  10. 

Mr.  Todd — There  is  no  quorum  now,  and  was  not  when  the  resolution  was 
declared  adopted. 

'  Mr.  Tally  introduced  a  resolution,  declaring  the  per  diem  of  members  who 
were  not  present  at  the  seoond  roll-call  of  this  session,  forfeited. 

The  Speaker  pro  (em.--The  resolution  is  out  of  order,  for  a  general  reso- 
lution has  been  already  passed,  providing  not  only  for  this  particular  case, 
but  for  all  others  of  a  similar  nature. 

Mr.  Ti5llt— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Seymour,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Judioiajy,  gives  nodce  that 
he  will  introduce  the  following  acts  : 

«  Acts  to  amend  articles  1068, 1079  and  1144,  of  the.  Code  of  Practice." 

Mr.  Breckenridge  :  "  A  bill  to  tax  all  bachelors  or  unmarried  men  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  sixty-five,  to  be  appropriated  for  charitable  or 
school  purposes." 

Mr.  Van  Tromp  :  '<  A  bill  for  the  care  and  safe-keeping  of  the  grounds  and 
property  of  the  capitol  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  at  Baton  Rouge." 

Mr.  Bovn — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  take  up  on 
second  reading  the  Senate  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Chathollc  Ladies'  Asylum."  It  has  been  in 
the  House  for  some  tbne,  and  I  would  like  to  have  it  refeired  to  a  proper 
committee,  as  we  have  already  something  before  us  relative  to  the  same 
na^r. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn. 

Mb.  PorsoT— There  seams  to  be  a  disposition  to  transact  no  bushieBS  on 
to-day,  and  I  therefore  move  that  we  ad|joum. 
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The  iiioliwi  WM  hMt^yoM  19,  nays  27  ;  wheo,  \i  upp^tating  that  no  qiMH 
nim  was  pi^fent,  the  House  a^jonnied  uatU  12  h^  of  tbo  6d  intani. 


Friday,  February  3,  1865. 

The  Hoiue  met,  panoant  to  a^jonnuneDt,  when  the  minutes  were  adopted 
•s  read. 

Hon.  J.  T.  Michel  in  the  chair.  . 

The  Senate  bill,  to  propde  for^the  better  management  of  the  institation 
for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charitable 
IistttatlonB. 

An  aet  to  provide  for  the  care  and  safe  keeping  of  the  late  capitol  gronnds, 
at  Baton  Rouge,    Adopted. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  police  bill,  returned  from  the  Senate 
*  with  amendments,  was  taken  up— the  clerk  reading  the  Senate  bill. 

lis.  FcxjiT— This  is  out  of  order,  Mr.  Speaker.  The  only  question  is  upon 
fte  ameadments  of  the  Senate  to  the  House  bill. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  We  are  senred  exactly  as  we  deserve  to 
be,  and  merit  all  that  is  put  upon  us.  The  Senate  sent  us  a  police  bill,  and. 
Instead  of  amending  it  and  sending  it  back,  we  went  to  work  and  drew  up  a 
new  bill.  Now  the  Senate  has,  in  its  turn,  done  exactly  the  same  thing,  and 
we  should  net  complain.  In  this  bill  now  before  us,  the  provisions  of  the 
§ni  Senate  bill  ace  all  engrafted.    I  move  the  adoption  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp—I  call  for  the  enforcement  of  rule  15,  of  this  Uoose. 

Mr.  Fouet— We  can  only  vote  upon  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
House  bill.    I  want  to  know  what  those  amendments  are. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — ^The gentleman  has  the  amendments  incorporated  In  the 
Senate  bill  first  sent  to  us. 

Mr.  Boveb— Mr.  Speaker :  I  offer  this  leeolution,  that  a  committee  consist- 
faig  of  three  members  Item  the  House  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  like 
number  of  the  Senate,  in  order  to  Isettle  the  difficulties  existing  in  reference 
to  the  police  bill. 

A  motion  to  table  the  resolution,  was  lost,  when,  after  being  amended  so 
as  to  increase  the  number  from  *'  three  "  to  "  five  "  members,  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lester,  the  rules  were  suspended  to  take  up  the  City 
Charter,  and  several  sections  adopted  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Pearson — I  move  to  defer  action  upon  section  53  until  the  sections 
refinrred  to  In  it,  are  adopted. 

Carried. 

Me.  Badme-^  move  to  atrike  out  the  wwds  "<  if  kaown  "  in  section  i7, 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


836 

reterring  to  keepen  of  hotels,  boMrding  houMt,  eto^  reporiiag  to  tiio  iMM- 
Bor  persons  rsildiog  or  sU^ping  with  th^ii. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  the  consideraUon  of  section  60  be  postponed  until  die 
sections  referred  to  therein  are  acted  upon. 

Carried. 

Section  78  was  postponed  for  the  same  reason. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  to  amend  section  79,  bj  making  the  licensee  pajsUe 
semi-annually. 

Mb.  Foley— I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  aj^  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Uabxan— 1  offer  the  following  amendment  to  secUon  82 :  '^Proridid, 
that  the  city  of  New  Orleans  shall  give  firaotional  parts  of  licenses  to  pe^ 
BODS  commencing  business,  at  the  price  assessed  for  the  whole  year,  on  audi 
trade,  profession,  or  calling.-*' 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Habnam—I  move  in  section  83  to  strike  ont  **  five  per  cent,"  uA 
insert  **  two  and  a  half  per  cent.."  the  compensation  of  tiie  assistant  city 
attorney.    I  think  the  latter  amount  is  sufBdent 

Mr.  Folbt— I  think  that  is  ^  reasonable  charge,  fbr  he  gets  no  salary. 

Mr.  Creioh— I  more  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  to  amend  section  92  by  adding  tte  words  **  and 
State,''  giving  the  State  assessors  power  to  examine  the  book  df  plans  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Pbabson— I  move  to  insert,  after  "  said  petition  to  be  pnbllihsd  in 
French  and  English,"  the  words  **  and  German." 

Mr.  Folbt— 1  move  to  include  IriA  and  Italian. 

Mr.  Christib— Choctaw,  also. 

Mr.  Eoan— I  move  to  strike  oat  **  and  French." 

Mr.  Setmodb^I  wish  the  gentlemen  would  take  into  coosideratioii,  that 
more  than  half  of  the  parish  of  Orleans  is  owned  by  French  people,  and  it  ii 
no  more  than  justice  that  their  language  should  be  used. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  believe  there  is  more  Grerman  than  French. 

Mr.  Creioh— I  move  to  lay  all  amendments  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Eoan— In  section  105  I  move  to  strike  out  "  or  appointed,"  relatfaig 
to  the  dty  officers. 

Mr.  Folet— If  thai  amendment  is  adopted  in  the  case  of  death  or  resig- 
nation of  an  officer,  there  is  ho  remedy  but  an  election  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
which  may  exist  only  for  a  sh^t  time  before  the  regular  eleetioiu 
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Mb.  PBABSQsr— I  belieye,  under  a  prerions  sectioo,  the  oflio«n  lire  to  be 
elected  to  the  podUoQ. 

Mr.  Eolbt — I  moTe  to  lay  the  ameadment  oa  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Sbtmoub— I  offer  the  followiDg  additional  section,  to  be  inserted  as 
section  109 : 

Sec.  109.  Be  U  further  enaded,  dtc^  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
Common  Council  of  the  citj  of  New  Orleans  to  grant  or  make  any  lease  to 
ferryboats  of  any  description,  plying  on  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  without  the  concurrence  and  approval  of  the  poiioe  juries 
ot  the  parishes  of  Orleens  i(pd  Jeflforson  (right  bank). 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  has  gone  to  work  and  leased  the  ferries  of  ik» 
ibnr  districts  for  the  sum  of  $1000  each  per  annum.  The  Revised  Statates 
provide,  "  that  the  Common  Council  of  the  eity  of  New  Orleans,  with  the 
police  jury  of  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Orleans  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Missiflsippi  river,  shall  have  power  to  establish  ferries  across  said  river,  in 
tiie  parish  of  Orleans,  and  to  regulate  the  same."  But  they  have  entirely 
disregarded  (Us.  I  think  it  is  unfair  and  ni^ost,  and  contrary  to  law.  That 
is  the  reason  I  offered  this  section. 

Mb.  FoLET—It  is  a  law  already;  I  do  not  see  the  utility  of  putting  it  in  the 
City  Charter.  If  the  city  acts  illegally,  it  can  be  sued,  the  same  as  a  private 
person. 

Mb.  Setmoub— That  is  all  very  good.  But  the  gentleman  must  take  into 
oonsideration  the  difference  in  the  means  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  the  litigation  it  would  lead  to. 

Mb.  Chahberlain — I  think  the  police  juries  on  the  otiier  side  of  the  river 
have  the  matter  in  their  own  hands.  The  city  claims  no  jurisdiction  on  the 
otiler  bank  of  the  river.  If  the  police  jury  of  Algiers  wish  to  prevent  these 
ferries  fh>m  landing,  they  can  do  it  The  city  of  New  Oflwms  can  only 
deeignate  the  place  fVom  which  such  ferries  shall  start  on  this  side,  and  if 
the  authorities  on  the  other  side  wish  to  forbid  tiiem  to  land,  they  have  the 
power  to  do  so. 

Mb.  Chbistis — ^The  question  is  not  on  the  subject  of  leasing  fbriiee,  but  on 
inserting  this  clause  in  the  City  Charier.  It  is  very  simple,  and  is  certainly 
an  act  of  justice  to  the  police  juries  on  the  other  side,  who  should  have  a 
voice  in  the  leashig  of  these  ferries,  and  also  a  portion  of  the  revenue  derived 
^reArom.  In  former  years  the  Legislature  granted  to  the  police  juries  tiie 
management  of  ferries,  and  it  will  do  no  harm  to  insert  in  the  City  Charter 
tills  section. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  section  adopted. 

The  remaining  sections  of  the  bill  were  also  adopted  on  this  reading. 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  of  conference  relative  to  the  police 
bill :    Messrs.  Bovee,  Howes,  Badger,  Tally  and  Chamberiain. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  ^onday,  February  6tii. 
h22 
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Ucm>ATf  Febmsrj  6, 1866. 

The  Hoose  met,  porsoant  to  a^joarament,  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Charles^Strong. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Presoott  offered  a  resolation  iostraoting  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvements  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  Jefferson  and  Pontohartrain 
Railroad,  and  report  as  early  as  praotieable. 

Mr.  Pbescott— I  would  state  for  the  information  of  the  House  fn  reference 
to  the  resolution,  that  the  railroad  oompany  Is  removing  the  rails  from  the 
track,  and  removing  the  buildings  belong^  tojt  Those  who  settled  near 
the  railroad  traclL  are  seriously  injured,  eommunication  with  the  d^  being 
Qutofft  They  settled  there  with  the  understanding  that  the  railroad  would 
be  ^ept  in  good  order  and  run  oontinuously.  It  is  not  run  oonttnuoosly  and 
the  road  is  praotteally  useless,  and  tliey  feel  greatly  grieved  and  ii^ured 
thereby.  The  State  is  deeply  kiterested  in  that  road,  and  how  suoh  things 
oan  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  State,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  think 
it  a  proper  subject  for  investigation,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  I 
hope  instructions  will  be*  given  to  the  attorney  general  to  have  an  injunction 
taken  out,  m  ordei  that  these  proceedings  may  be  stopped. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  reported  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  bills  on  hand. 

'The  Judiciary  Committee  reported  fevorably  on  oertidn  bills,  and  reoom- 
Dn  ended  the  printing  of  them. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  an  act  allowing 
the  testimony  of  certain  interested  parties  in  civil  suits  ib  be  taken. 

Mr.  Van  Tvomp  gave  notice  that  he  i^uld  offer  a  resolution  relative  to 
rule  15  of  the  House. 

Acts  to  amend  articles  1068  and  1079,  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  were  adopted 
on  their  first  reading. 

A  moUon  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  a  bill  for  the  reli^oi  J.  C.  Pren- 
dergast,  was  lost 

An  act  to  amend  article  1144,  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  was  adopted  on  its 
first  reading. 

Mr.  Christib— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  a  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  to  aid  the  State  treasury  and  provide  for  the  receipt  ei  taxes  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana." 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  by  a  fiirthdr  suspension,  the  bill  pat  upon  Its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Folxt— I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Comipittee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Bovkb— I  amend  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  hope  the  bill  will  be  refened,  as  I  have  my  doubts  of  its  na- 
ooo^tntionality.  , 
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Mb.  CHBiBTni— I  will  state  I  haye  had  the  bill  in  my  poflseMlon  piore  than 
two  months,  and  have  had  it  thorongfaljr  examined  by  competent  members  of 
the  bar  of  this  city,  and  I  do  not  thhik  the  judiciary  or  any  other  ciunmittee 
of  this  House  can  amend  the  bill  in  any  respect 

Mb.  Chambeblain— I  see  no  necessity  for  referring  it  to  a  committee. 

The  motions  to  refer,  were  lost 

Mb.  Habnan—I  move  to  refer  it  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

Lost 

Mb.  Cbbistib— I  move  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Pbabson— I  move  i^e  now  go  into  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  Mr.  Pearson  called  to  the  chair. 

Mb.  LkwiS'I  hope  the  gentleman  who  offered  this  bill  will  explain,  Ibr  it 
seems  to  authorize  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit 

Mb.  Chbibtib— It  is  not  an  emission  of  bills  of  credit,  but  of  oertiiloates 
representing  a  certain  amount  of  taxes  due  the  State  of  Louisiana  at  the 
present  time.  The  certificate  expresses  on  its  fhce  a  certain  amount— ftre, 
ten,  or  twenty  dollars,  as  the  case  may  be— and  any  person  receiving  it  oan 
immediately  convert  it  Into  the  payment  of  such  an  amount  of  taxes  stand- 
ing against  him.  These  bills,  I  anticipate,  will  be  received  by  the  commu- 
nity, and  the  State  and  city  government,  and  will  not  violate  any  of  the 
constitutional  provisions.  The  bill  has  been  as  careflilly  drawn  as  it  could 
be.  Several  legal  gentlemen  have  looked  at  it,  and  pronounced  it  all  it 
should  be  for  the  purpose  designed.  Five  hunired  tiiousand  dollars  will 
npt  be  a  great  amount,  when  we  take  into  consideration  that  these  bills  wiH 
be  returnable  during  the  year  1865.  There  is  a  large  amount  due  the  State 
in  back  laxes,  and  this  may  offer  an  inducement  to  persons  to  come  forward 
and  pay  up  the  taxes  against  them  with  these  bills.  The  necessitiee  of  the 
two  Houses  are  also  apparent,  and  for  these  reasons  I  think  the  House  should 
pass  the  bill  througli  to  tiie  Senate. 

Mb.  Lasteb— As  this  bill  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of 
this  State,  and  it  may  be  of  great  importance  to  the  future  of  all  the  mem- 
bers, I  think  we  should  not  proceed  too  hastily  upon  this  subject  I  do  not 
think  the  bill  has  been  sufBciently  consider^ ;  I  therefore  move  that  the 
committee  now  rise  and  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  printed,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  fiimidi 
the  attorney  general  with  a  copy,  in  order  to  ascertidn  whether  or  not  it  is 
in  violation  of  article  10  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  Ghaibiian— I  shall  declare  that  motion  out  of  order,  for  this  reason : 
I  think  the  gentiemen  who  introduced  the  bill  to  the  House  clearly  under- 
stood what  they  were  doing,  and  understood  the  laws  as  well  as  the  attorney 
general. 

Mb.  Folby— It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  tiie  Committee  of  tht 
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Whole  to  give  such  an  opiDion ;  he  most  put  it  to  the  House,  and  let  it 
decide. 

Mr.  Chambbrlain— I  move  to  lay  the  last  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Prbsgott— There  is  a  constitutiooal  law  on  the  sabject  The  consti- 
tation  of  the  United  States  says :  *'  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty, 
alliance  or  confederation  ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal ;  coin  money; 
emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  anything  but  gold  and  silyer  coin  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,"  etc. 

Now,  that  question  has  already  been  laid  before  the  Supreme  GourL  I 
think  the  State  of  Massachusetts  issued  bills  of  credit  Some  citizen  of  the 
State  contested  the  right  to  do  so,  and  the  matter  came  before  the  Supreme 
Court  The  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  State  had  not  that  right,  and  it 
was  a  violation  of  this  clause  of  the  constitution.  Attempts  have  been  made 
in  other  States  to  take  this  line  of  action,  but  these  attempts  have  never  been 
sanctioned  by  any  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court — consequently,  all  actions 
in  the  premises  are  null  and  void.  In  order  to  avoid  these  difficulties,  the 
State  of  Kentucky  organized  a  State  Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  State 
money.  The  State  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  bank,  and  the  officers  were 
appointed  by  the  State,  and  acting  under  its  instructions.  The  bank  issned 
money.  Some  of  the  citizens  protested,  and  took  the  case  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  That  court  decided  that  the  State  had  not  the  right  to  issue  bills  of 
credit,  but  that  they  had  th^  right  to  organize  a  bank  to  issue  bills  of  credit. 
Consequently,  the  action  was  legal,  and  the  notes  passed  current,  and,  I 
believe,  were  received  at  par.  The  State  of  Mississippi,  I  am  informed,  took 
similar  action  in  some  monetary  difficulty,  and  I  believe  their  bills  also 
passed  at  par.  I  do  not  believd  their  action  was'  ever  contested,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  decision  of  the  case,  in  one  instance,  settled  the  matter 
forever.  The  only  question  before  us  is,  have  we  the  right  to  anticipate  the 
receipt  of  taxes  ?  The  object  of  the  bill  is  neither  more  nor  lees  than  a  plan 
to  anticipate  the  receipt  x>f  taxes.  In  the  present  anomalous  condition  of 
our  country,  it  is  a  fact — for  which  I  vouch  for  personally — that  four  years 
taxes  are  in  arrear  outside  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  I  cannot  state  as  to 
the  parishes  immediately  around  the  city  ;  but  in  the  section  where  I  live,  I 
can  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that,  in  one-half  of  Lviuisiana,  no  taxes 
have  been  paid  for  four  years. 

The  taxes  paid  to  the  Confederate  authorities  are  null  and  void,  and  the 
State  is  entitled  to  all  the  taxes  for  the  last  four  years.  According  to  my 
calculation,  not  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars  are  due  from  delinquent 
tax- payers  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  indebtedness  at  no  distant  period 
'will  be  practically  available.  The  financial  difficulties  under  which  the 
State  labors,  are  so  apparent  that  they  require  no  explanation,  and  to  meet 
which,  this  bill  is  offered.    I  do  not  consider  these  cer^cates  to  be  bins  of 
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orddit  Thej  are  simply  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  and  I  see  no  illegality  in 
the  proceeding.  As  one  gentleman  has  properly  and  correctly  stated,  some 
of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  to  whom  the  bill  has  been  submitted  have 
nnanimoQsIy  stated  that  we  have  a  right  to  issue  such  bills,  and  that  they  do 
not  come  under  the  provision  of  the  constitution.  Therefore,  our  right  is 
unquestionable  and  I  am  unequivocally  in  favor  of  the  bi\l. 

Mr.  GHAMBEBLAiN->It  has  been  my  practice  generally,  in  this  House,  to 
oppose  on  constitutional  grounds,  almost  everything  I  have  opposed  at  all, 
hut  I  find  myself  compelled  to  admit  that  there  is  no  such  ground  for  opposition 
to  the  bill  before  the  House.  It  is  constitutional  in  every  feature  and  per^ 
feetlj  legitimate.  It  is  merely  the  issue  of  auditor's  warrants  for  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  State,  and  as  each  of  us  have  been  accustomed  and  ready 
to  receive  warrants,  we  can  have  no  objection  to  receiving  these  tax  certifi- 
cates, which  they  merely  are.  Our  warrants  will  not  pass  for  tnzes  and  these 
will.  The  amount  of  the  issue  is  only  about  one  half  of  the  actual  amount 
of  taxes  to  be  paid  in  ;  therefore  we  are  bound  to  receive  that  amount,  and 
perhaps  more,  in  taxes  to  be  paid  in  during  the  present  year.  I  am  glad 
the  bill  specifies  they  must  be  paid  in  during  the  year,  and  if  I  offer  any  amend- 
ment, it  will  be,  providing  that  the  bills  shall  be  null  and  void  after  the  year 
1865,  thus  compelling  every  one  who  has  them  to  deposit  them  in  the  treas- 
ury during  that  year,  so  that  they  can  be  cancelled.  So  far  as  the  imper- 
fections of  the  bill  are  concerned,  I  see  no-  objections  to  it  It  provides  the 
manner  in  which  the  bills  are  to  be  issued,  and  that  the  plates  shall  be 
destroyed  immediately  after  the  full  number  is  completed. 

Mr.  Folbt — I  move  that  the  committee  in  whose  presence  the  plates  are  to 
be  destroyed,  shall  consist  of  three  members  of  the  House  and  three  of  the 
Senate,  instead  of  one. 

Adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  ^e  chairman,  on  mcvtion,  reported  favorably 
and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  bill. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost.  ' 

The  City  Charter  was  then  taken  up,  and  several  sections  referring  to 
otiier  portions  of  the  bill,  the  consideration  of  which  was  postponed,  were 
adopted. 

Mb.  Foi;by— I  offer  the  following  substitute  for  Mr.  Haman's  amendment 

to  section  82. 

**  Promded,  Thai  said  city  shall  grant  licenses  for  fractional  parts  of  the 
,  year.    But  said  licenses  sh^ll  not  be  granted  fpr  a  period  of  less  than  three 
months.^' 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Cuuiberiain — I  move  to  amend  in  section  8,  by  inserting  after  '^ur- 

yeyor,"  the  words  "  who  shall  be  a  civil  engineer.'/    We  wish  this  officer  to 
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be  a  pracUoal  man,  competent  to  discharge  his  daties,  and  not  a  simpleU)!!^ 
who  knows  nothing  about  liis  bosiness. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  adopted  as  amended  on  Its 
second  reading. 

Hr.  Foubt — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  put  the  bill  on  its  third 
reading. 

Carried. 

Pending  the  reading  of  the  bill,  the  House,  on  motion,  adjourned  until  12 
M.,  Tuesday,  February  7th. 


Tuesday,  February  7, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Waters,  from  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Elections,  presented  its  report,  unfkvor- 
able  in  regard  to  an  election  held  in  the  parish  of  DeSoto,  whereby  Wm.  H. 
Waglay  claimed  to  be  duly  elected  to  the  House  of  Representaliyes. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  act  relative  to  the  justices  of  the  peaee 
'  for  the  parish  of  Jefferson  was  adopted  on  second  reading,  and  refqprred  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  testimony  of  interested  persons  to  be  taken  in  cItU 
cases,  was  adopted  on  first  reading. 

The  Hon.  J.  T.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  City  Charter  was  taken  up  and  adopted  on  third  reading,  after  which, 
the  House  adjourned  until  the  8th  instant,  at  12  h. 


Wednesday,  February  8, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp  offered  a  resolution  in  regard  to  rule  15  of  tiie  House,  the 
laying  on  the  table  and  adoption  of  which  were  both  moved. 

Mr.  Van  TROMP~Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  state,  as  many  mesibers  seem  to 
be  ignorant  of  the  fSu^t,  that  according  to  rule  15  of  this  House,  no  member 
shall  vote  upon  any  question  in  which  he  is  interested.  The  police  bill  is  a 
matter  of  great  Importance,  ^d  I  am  credibly  informed  that  persons  who  are 
members  both  of  this  honorable  House  and  the  police  force,  have  voted  In 
regard  to  this  bill,  on  account  of  which  the  Senate  would  not  concur,  the 
consequence  of  which  has  been  to  cause  dilBculties  to  exist  between  the  two 
branches. 

I  am  not  in  fJEivor  of  pretending  to  be  governed  by  rules  which  are  diere- 
garded  so  openly  as  tbln  has  beefk,  and  of  having  it  represented  that  we. 
change  rules  to  suit  our  purposes.     On  these  grounds  I  oflfer^this  resolution. 

After  several  motions  regarding  the  resolution  had  been  put  and  lost,  It 
was  finally  adopted— yeas  38,  nays  26. 

The  Hon.  J.  T.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chair. 
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nie  n\M  were  snspeDded,  and  the  Honse  Bobstitute  to  the  ]^1!oe  bill, 
wHb  Senate  amendHeotB  to  tlie  eame,  was  read. 

Xr.  Latxhhe — I  moTe  to-strike  ont  the  wordB  ^  In  ofRee.'^  wbere  it  proTJdea 
that  the  policemen  "in  offioe,'*  etc.,  shall  be  retained. 

Motion  carried. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  io  atrike  out  **  not  mere  than,''  and  insert  "not  leas 
than  fife  hundred  policemen  shall  constitute  the  force." 

Amendment  adopted.  • 

Mr.  BovBn— Imove  to  Ina^  **  four  hnndred  "  in  plaoe  of  "  five  ^'  hundred 
policemen.    I  beliere  thatfonr  hundred  will  constitute  an  ample  force. 

The  motion  was  tabled,  and  section  1  adopted  as  amended,  after  which  the 
remainder  of  the  bill  was  adopted  without  amendment,  the  bill  adopted  as  a 
whole,  and  finally  adopted  on  third  reading,  the  rules  having  been  suspended. 

Ma.  Christie— I  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  permission  to  read  from  ro j  place  a 
protest  against  the  City  Charter,  which  passed  this  House  on  yesterday. 

Permission  was  granted,  and  thereupon  the  honorable  gentleman  read  the 
following  protest: 

To  the  honorable  speaker  and  members  of  the  House  </  RepresenUUives : 

Gentlemen— The  undersigned,  members  of  your  honorable  body,  hereby 
most  respectfully  ^tender  this,  our  earnest  protest,  against  the  granting  of 
a  proposed  charter  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  pasMd  by  this  House  on 
Tuesday,  February  Tthj  1865,  on  general  grounds ;  the  most  paramonnt 
of  which  are,  that  the  rebellion  and  consequent  results  have  absorbed 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  to  such  an  extent, 
as  to  render  the  extended  system  of  government  proposed  entirely  unneces- 
sary. The  impoverished  condition  o?  the  people  demand  retrenchment  and 
reform,  much  rather  than  increase  of  texation  and  sustaining  of  useless  ofi- 
cials ;  fM  concentration  of  duties  and  curteilment  of  expenditures  should  be 
resorted  to,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times. 

A  system  of  government  suited  to  a  people  prosperous,  happy  and  con- 
tented, with  a  constant  increase  in  wealth  and  resources,  cannot  be  proper 
and  satisfactory  to  a  people  who  have  been  long  borne  down  by  the  ruin 
and  horror  of  war ;  whose  resources  have  been  drained  to  tbe  utmost ;  whose 
avocations  haveHtieen  destroyed ;  whose  prospects  are  blighted ;  and  whose 
fhtnre  is  yet  involved  in  obscurity,  and,  therefore,  to  restore  the  government 
of  1860,  with  its  ponderous  official  machinery,  is  a  thing  uncalled  for  and 
nnneceseary.' 

2d.  A  complicated  svstem  [of  bureaus  are  entirely  unnecessary,  and  we 
would  have  desired  to  have  seen  the  tax  payers  relieved  fi'om  longer  sus- 
taining the  bureau  of  finance,  streets  and  landings,  education  and  the  board 
of  school  directors,  much  of  the  controller's  department,  treasurer's  oiBoe, 
drainiog  department,  assessor's  and  surveyor's,  might  be  entirely  dispensed 
.  wiUi,  being  great  gain  and  relief  to  the  people,  and  a  cause  of  regret  to 
politleal  aspirants  only. 

3d.  Under  any  system  of  democratic  government,  texation  should  be 
carefully  administered.  Luxury  should  be  made  an  excess  over  utility-r- 
bnsiness  with  business— man  and  man— trade,  profession  or  occnpation  sub- 
jected to  an  equality  of  taxes.  Such  the  present  charter  denies,  and  contra- 
lUy  yen  have  added  a  special  provision,  pandering  to  corruption. 
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4tb.  A  dead  charter  rerived,  entails  apon  tbe  pablie  the  burthen  of  Uie 
past,  which  they  ought  not  be  made  to  carry  in  the  fiitare.  AaeoiygDi, 
regardless  of  circamstanceSf  to  sapport  and  sustain  political  oombinations, 
is  death  to  the  energies  of  tbe  people,  from  which  ihej  sarelj  have  a  natural 
and  inherent  right  of  exemption.  Tbe  charter  just  enacted  is  the  dead 
mummv  of  the  past,  and  cannot  perform  the  functions  of  a  living  being.  A 
aew,  yigorous,  and  lile^ying  charter,  adapted  to  the  new  era  of  freedom, 
under  which  the  citizens  might  be  encouraged  to  renew  their  exertions,  and 

S-ow  again  in  prosperity,  was  expected  from  our  hands.  Salaiies  have  been 
creased  under  it  Offices  unnece»fttry  must  be  filled.  Extravagance  has 
received  a  new  lease ;  the  people  must  condemn  it  Tax-payers  will  exe- 
cr»>te  it ;  and  we,  though  forced  to  submit  to  it,  avail  ourselvee  of  tbe  right 
to  protest,  in  the  name  of  our  constituents  and  ourselves,  now  and  forever 
•gidnst  it  D.  Christie, 

F.  6.  Chambkbi^^im, 
O.  St.  Mabtin, 
Sam.  M.  Todd. 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  It  strikes  me  that  this  performance  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  can  be  excelled  only  by  Don  Quixote^s  tilt  with  the 
wind-mill.  [Laughter.]  The  document  is  certainly  not  intended  for  the 
'  latitude  of  Louisiana,  but  must  have  emanated  from,  and  should  be  returned 
to,  South  Carolina— that  State  so  famous  for  its  buncombe,  and  but  little 
else. 

The  City  Charter  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  old  one,  except  in 
providing  perhaps  for  a  more  efficient  and  less  expensive  city  government 
Still  my  friend  seems  to  have  a  very  decided  genius  for  protests,  and  I  cer- 
tainly have,no  objections  to  his  cultivating  it  to  its  fuHest  extent 

Mr.  Folbt— I  would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  the  gentleman  wlio 
just  read  that  protest  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee  who  framed 
the  City  Charter,  has  never  before  lifted  up  his  voice  agdnst  it  '  A  very 
pretty  little  piece  of  buncombe  for  a  protest  I 

Mr.  CHRi8TiK~It  is  very  true,  Mr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen,  that  I  did  alt  in 
that  committee,  and  if  God  will  forgive  me  for  one  half  the  sins  I  have 
committed  while  a  member  of  this  House,  I  will  consider  that  as  the  hall  in 
question  I  [Laughter.]  I  sat  in  that  committee  until  I  saw  the  drift  of  the 
whole  thing,  as  previously  concocted,  the  design  of  resuscitating  the  dead 
carcass  that  existed  here  before  the  rebellion ;  I  became  convinced  that  it 
was  useless  for  me  to  oppose  it  As  to  the  merits  of  the  ease,  the  machinery 
of  the  old  charter,  so  deftly  introduced  into  this,  was  never  suited  to  the 
people  in  by-gone  times,  and  still  lees  is  it  now.  As  to  the  discussion  which 
has  taken  place  in  this  House,  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  reply  to  the  foul  and 
scurrilous  attack  upon  me  by  the  gentleman  from  rebeldom  (Mr.  Freecott), 
who  might,  with  great  propriety,  be  forever  banished  to  the  same  Carolina 
to  which  he  has  alluded.    [Applause.] 

There  are  too  many  office-seekers — too  many  officials  around  this  Hboae 
for  any  man  to  hope  to  protect  the  liberties  of  the  people*     Call  me  or  ■/ 
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vords  wliAt  yon  ▼ill,  I  will  iMve  the  matter  to  mj  oanstitueiicj  and  joan, 
and  cheerfully  abide  by  their  judgment,  with  no  fear  for  the  result. 

Mb.  Prbbcott— It  is  only  necessary  for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  closing  the 
debate,  to  use  a  few  words ;  for,  unlike  my  opponent,  I  do  not  wish  to 
become  famous  for  my  much  speaking,  but  trust  I  shall  succeed  so  far  hi  my 
efforts,  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  causing  anxious  spectators  to  ask  upon 
frtiich  side  I  am.    [Laughter.]  ^ 

^noe  the  gentleman  is  apparently  d^irons  to  achiere  fame,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit,  for  his  consideration,  two  modes  recorded  in  ancient  hicAory  m 
having  been  adopted  by  gentry  of  the  same  ilk.  First,  the  case  of  that  wor- 
thy who,  to  make  for  himself  a  name,  burned  down  the  temple  of  Diana ; 
secondly,  the  training  of  birds,  who,  flying  around  his  head,  might,  without 
ceasing,  cry,  **  Christie  1"  *'  Christie  V*  But  I  must  at  the  same  time  caution 
him  that  he  may  meet  some  reviler,  like  that  one  of  old,  who,  asking  one  so 
exceedingly  virtuous  and  immaculate  among  his  fellows  that  he  was  dubbed, 
par  exodleMe,  '*  The  Honest,"  the  reason  of  his  having  received  this  title, 
rejoined,  upon  being  informed,  *'  Heaceforth  I  shall  be  afhtld  of  you,  smiply 
because  of  your  unparalleled  honesty.",  [Great  applause.] 
.  As  to  my  being  from  ''rebeldom,"  and  my  prospective  banishment,  I 
claim,  sir,  that  I  have  never  hesitated  to,  throughout  all  this  struggle,  main- 
tain a  position  worthy  my  distinguished  name.  I  have  been  under  fire ;  I 
have  been  hunted  by  these  same  inhabitants  of  rebeldom,  among  whom  the 
gentleman  has  so  kindly  located  me ;  [ladghter ;]  I  have  had  a  price  set 
upon  my  head ;  I  have  lost  everything  in  this  dreadfhl  conflict,  .except— 
thank  Crod— an  honest  heart  and  firm  purpose,  of  which  I  never  hesitate  to 
follow  the  dictates,  when  I  detect  trickery  stalking  under  the  guise  of  hon? 
esty,  or  political  demagogueism  under  the  name  of  sympathy  for  the  '*  poor 
people,"  for  both  of  which  I  have  the  utmost  abhorrence,  and  both  of  which 
I  will  denounce  as  long  as  God  shall  spare  me  breath.    [Great  applause.] 

At  3.50  p.  H.  the  House  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  12  m.  on  the  9th  Inst 


Thursday,  February  9, 1866. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman 
offered  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  a  resolution,  setting  forth  the  probable  lamentable 
result  of  the  assault,  by  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Field,  upon  the  Hon.  Judge  Kelly,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  calling  for  a  committee  to  draft  resolutions  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  expressing  its  regret 

Mb.  Baux— I  move  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried—yeas  55,  nays  7. 
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Mb.  OiiLuoAit— I  move  that  no  record  be  kept  in  the  minutes  of  ftai 
reeolution. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  mlea  were  sospended,  and  the  reyenae  bill  taken  np  as  the  order  of 
the  day,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Hon.  J.  G.  Baam  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chaiibkbi«ain— I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  '*jnnk  shop"  and 
*  bakery,"  for  the  reason  thitt  they  ly^e  improperly  grouped.  We  have  here 
a  meat,  Aroit  or  yegetable  dealer,  whose  profits  amoant  to  five  or  six  doUan 
a  day ;  and  in  the  same  category,  and  sabj^et  to  the  same  tax  of  ten  dollars 
for  a  licen^,  a  jonk  shop,  the  income  of  the  propri^r  of  which  exceeds  that 
of  the  fruit  dealer  by  a  hundred  per  cent  I  do  not  consider  this  to  l>e  a 
foir  proportioning  of  taxation,  and  I  therefore  propose  to  license  those  classes 
I  have  indicated,  under  some  other  head. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  thereupon  carried. 

Mr.  Pbabson— I  move  to  insert " tailor,"  in  place  of  "junk  shop." 

The  motion  was  carried.  * 

Mr.  Chamberlain~I  more  to  strike  out  the  words  ."notary  public,''  as  I 
consider  it  most  unjust  to  tax  that  class  of  the  community  as  much  as  a  man 
who  sells  liquor.  I  would  insert  notaries  public  in  the  same  category  with 
lawyers. 

Mb.  MicheI/— I  move  to  laj  that  on  the  table*  ^ 

The  motion  was  carried.         * 

Mr.  Pf^RSON— I  moTC  to  reconsider  the  vote  inserting  "  tailor  "  in  place  of 
"junk  shop." 

Motion  carried. 

Mr.  Chamberlun— I  submit,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  Uie  taxing  an  attorney  at 
law  fifty  dollars,  for  a  license,  is  an  injustice  to  the  profession,  and  I 
therefore  more  to  amend  it  to  "  twenty-five." 

Mr.  S.  Belden— Mr.  Speaker :  By  comparing  the  proportionable  amount 
of  the  taxes  upon  lawyers  as  it  existed  under  the  old  law  and  as  it  is  fixed 
by  this,  we  find  that  we  are  now  called  apon  to  pay  five  hundred  per  cent, 
more  than  formerly,  whereas,  in  regard  to  the  other  professions  and  occopar 
tions,  nothing  like  the  same  discrepancy  exists,  and  I  would,  therefore,  submit 
to  the  House  the  great  injustice  perpetrated.  Why  should  there  be  so  gross  an 
injustice  ?  I  could,  for  my  own  part,  afford  to  pay  the  license  of  fifty  dollars 
apportioned  to  an  attorney  at  law,  but  there  are  a  great  many  yonng  men,  jost 
beginning  the  practice  of  the  profession,  in  entering  upon  life,  who  cannot 
afford  to  pay  one  dollar,  where  Mr.  Roeelius,  for  iostaaoe,  would,  withoat 
feeling  it,  pay  his  fifty ;  by  obliging  to  meet  which  demand  upon  his  puiss, 
the  young  practitioner  would  be,  in  effect,  debarred  firom  pursuing  his 
chosen  study. 

I  cannot  help  feeling  that  prejudice  against  the  profession  has  had  its  infla- 
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6O06  in  fixing  tbe  amonnt  of  the  license  at  so  lilgh  a  figure,  espeolally  when 
comparing  It  with  wliat  other  occupations  are  to  pay  as  license. 

I  submit  the  jusUce  of  my  remarlcs  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Chamberlaik— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  Uie  great  discrepancy  between  the  licenses  sought  to  be  imposed  by  this 
State  bill  and  the  ordinance  recently  p vsed  by  the  city,  for  the  raising  of 
rerenue ;  for  whereas  the  latter  fixes  the  amount  of  license  for  an  attorney 
at  law  at  twenty-five  dollars,  this  bill  4iefore  us  would  increase  that  to  the 
sam  of  fifty  dollars — an  outrageous  discrepancy,  and  one  showing  too  well 
tiie  interested  motives  and  prejudiced  minds  of  the  framers  of  the  bill. 

Mb.  CHRiSTiB^Mr.  Speaker :  It  was  not  the  intention  of  any  member  of 
the  committee  that  framed  this  bill,  to  discuss  it ;  but  I  feel  myself  called 
npon  to  reply  to  the  aspersions  which  certain  members  of  this  House  hare 
seen  fit  to  cast  upon  the  motives  of  that  committee. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  the  city  ordinance  and  the  tax  imposed  upon  lawyers, 
hi  that  bill.  The  committee  h|jcl  tliat  before  it  fbr  consideration  -  emanating, 
though  it  did,  from  that  whisky  shop,  the  bureau  of  finance— and  condemned 
it,  as  only  fit  lor  thf  Waste  basket 

It  strikes  me,  that  an  attorney  who  cannot  aflbrd  to  pay  the  license  imposed 
by  this  bill,  must  be  a  very  poor  lawyer,  indeed. 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Paragraph  sclVen  was  read. 

Mb.  BREcancNRnMiB~I  move  to  insert,  after  *^  clairvoyants,"  "  spiritualists," 
and  malfe  them  liable  to  a  taxed  license  of  a  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  also. 

The  motion  was  carried* 

Paragraph  8  was  read. 

Mb.  Harnan — As  junk  shops  have  been  stricken  out  in  a  previous  para- 
graph, I  move  to  idsert  here,  thus  flxiog  the  license  therefor,  at  a  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

It  was  seconded. 

Mb.  Tdllt— I  move  the  committee  rise  and  report  unfavorably. 

The  motion  was  tabled. 

Mb.  Harnan — In  section  2,  I  move  to  amend  by  flxiog  the  amount  of 
household  furniture  which  shall  be  exempt  fh>m  seizure,  at  "  one  thousand  " 
histead  of  "  six  hundred  dollars." 

It  was  so  ordered. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  agidn, 
whereupon  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  the  10th  instant 


Friday,  February  10,  1865. 
The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A'  resolution  of  Hon.  P.  K.  O'Connor,  relative  to  a  sinedU  adjournment  on 
March  Ist,  was  laid  over  under  the  roles. 
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The  Committee  on  Interoal  Improvemeots  reported  in  regard  to  the  Jef- 
fersoD  City  Railroad,  that  the  affairs  of  that  company  were  to  be  inyestigated 
by  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Prescott :  "  An  act  to  annul  the  charter  of  the  Barrata^la,  Lafourche 
and  Terrebonne  Canal  Company.'' 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  the  bill  allowing  interested 
parties  to  testify  in  civil  cases,  was  bst. 

The  niles  were  suspended,  and  the  revenue  bill  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Hon.  J.  G.  Baum  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Foley — I  move  to  amend  section  3,  by  inserting  "  or  sales,"  after 
''gross,'*  and  before  '^ receipts,"  for  some  professions  receive  money  on 
sales — so  that  the  assessment  of  one  quarter  of  one  cent  per  annum  may  be 
upon  their  gross  sales,  or  gross  f-eceipts. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Hb.  Todd — I  move  to  strike  out  the  foUo^ng  section : 

Sec.  7.  Be  U  furlher  enacted,  Ac.,  That  the  gross  receipts  for  the  year  1865, 
shall  include  that  portion  of  the  year  1864  beginning  with  the  first  Monday  of 
July,  1864,  and  thereafter  all  income  and  capital  shall  include  the  penod 
between  the  first  Mondav  in  July  of  the  preceding  year  and  the  first  Monday 
of  July  in  the  year  in  which  the  tax  is  assessed. 

,  I  believe  that  article  109  of  the  constitution  condemns  it  as  retroactive. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Pre8CX)1t — Mr.  Speaker :  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  need  for  money  to  carry  on  the  State  organization 
is  most  pressing,  and  can  only  be  relieved  at  once  by  allowing  th%t  section 
to  stand,  in  order  that  there  may  be  some  data  as  a  base  of  calculation.  If 
that  is  struck  out,  the  bill  is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is  printed  upon. 

Mr.  Boudrsaux — I  acknowledge,  Mr.  Speaker,  th^^  the  State  is  sorely  in 
need  of  money,  but  I  object  most  positively  to  paying  my  taxes  twice,  and 
conceive  that  a  basis  of  assessment  can  be  ascertained  without  resort  to  such 
a  step  as  that. 

Section  8  was  read. 

Mr.  S.  BfiLDEN—In  the  first  paragraph,  I  move  ta  so  amend  as  to  oblige 
each  assessor  to  have  his  office  ''  at  the  parish  seat  of  justice,"  instead  of  "  at 
some  convenient  place,  accessible  to  the  public  within  his  parish.-' 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Section  9  was  read. 

Mb.  Four— I  move  to  strike  out  ''  and  including  the  last  six  months  of 
the  year,"  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  goods  sold  at  certain  times,  about 
which  interrogatories  are  to  be  preferred  by  every  assessor. 

The  words  were  ordered  to  be  stricken  oat. 
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Mb.  Folet— I  move  to  strike  oat  "  assessment  district,^  in  section  14,  m 
there  is  no  such  thing. 

Cmnied. 

Hb.  ToDD~In  secUon  25,  I  move  to  insert  "  for  thirty  days,"  fixing  the 
time  at  which  the  assessment  rolls  shall  be  open  for  inspection. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Michel— I  more  to  strike  out  "  one  "  per  cent,  in  section  29,  and 
insert "  two,''  as  the  compensation  for  as^^esors  on  the  amount  of  licenses. 

Oarried. 

Mb.  Michel— Inasmuch  as  we  have  not  yet  defined  the  amount  which  a 
livery  stable-keeper  is  to  pay  as  a  license,  I  move  that  it  be  fixed  at  fifty 
dollars. 

Mb.  S.  Belden— I  amend  that  to  thirty,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  think  that  that 
proportionable  taxation  would  be  more  thap  sufficient  to  meet  our  expendi- 
tures and  enable  us  to  pay  off  our  indebtedness  in  proper  time,  but  I  do  not 
see  why  this  Legislature  is  so  ^posed  to  increase  taxation  In  some  cases, 
not  proportionably. 

Mb.  Chambebulik— Mr.  Speaker :  It  strikes  me  that  if  there  is  so  great  a 
necessity  fbr  increased  taxation  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose,  the  most 
equitable  mode  by  far  of  effecting  that  increase,  would  be  to  take  the  old 
tibc  laws  and  increase  each  and  every  item  one  hundred  per  cent.,  thus 
fiiForing  none. 

Mb.  S.  BELDEN~Mr.  Speaker :  I  find,  upon  examination,  that  a  tax  of 
one  quarter  of  one  per  cent  upon  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  State,  and 
the  payment  of  these  different  licenses,  will  furnish  a  revenue  which  will  be 
amply  sufficient  to  carry  on  aU  the  expenses  of  this  government  for  more 
than  two  years. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  there  are  trades 
taxed  in  the  bill  before  ns,  which  neither  this,  or  any  other  State  that  I  am 
aware  of,  ever  imposed  such  a  burden  upon— as  blacksmiths  and  contractors 
—and  that  a  man  who  has  to  pay  a  tax  on  materials  must  afterwards  pay  a 
license  again. 

I  contend  that  every  dollar  levied  upon  the  people  of  'this  State,  for  which 
we  have  no  use,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  outright  robbery,  and  must 
tberefbre  oppose  this  attempt  at  extravagantly  excessive  taxation. 

Mb.  Pbescott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  dissent  firom  the  gentleman  in  toto.  This 
bill  has  been  framed  accordmg  to  the  data  fhmished  by  Dr.  Dostie,  the  state 
auditor,  according  to  whose  views  the  expenses  of  the  State  will  amount  to 
a  million  and  a  half— or  over  two  millions  of  dollars,  according  to  other 
anthorities.  I,  for  one,  don't  believe  that  the  taxation  prescribed  by  this 
bill  will  begin  to  raise  even  the  first  named  amount.  I  wish  to  see  enough 
raised  to  enable  us  not  only  to  meet  current  expenses,  but  also  to  pay  off 
the  interest  npo^  tiie  State  debt,  and  restore  the  State  to  her  former  just 
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porition.  The  oonMentlon  of  revenae  billi  has  alreadj  oosi  xm  uuukj  Uioa- 
aand  dollars,  and  I  hope  to  see  no  ftirther  delay  upon  or  retrenchment  of 
this. 

IfB.  Ghristib— I  am  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  see  the  character  which  this 
debate  has  aaenmed— calculating  to  reflect  upon  the  motiyesof  the  committee 
who  framed  it  I  only  wish  to  say,  that  the  whole  committee  was  fully  per- 
suaded, after  consultation  with  the  auditor,  that  there  must  be  an  increase  of 
taxation,  consequent  upon  the  war^d  the  extrayagance  attendant  upon  the 
reorganization  of  the  State  government 

If  gentlemen  expect  to  frame  a  tax  bill  to  suit  eyerybody,  they  wHl,  when 
ready  to  drop  into  their  grayes,  probably  discover  their  mistalce. 

M&.  S.  Belobn— I  am  sorry  to  find,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  was  understood  as 
assailing  the  motiyes  of  the  members  of  the  committee  that  reported  this  bill- 
I  disclaim  any  intention  of  that  kind,  and  simply  intended  to  express  my 
opinion  that  the  amount  of  certidn  licenses  was  disproportionate. 

I  am  opposed  to  making  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  a  few  parishes  liable 
for  the  debts  of  the  whole  State,  and  wouH  recommend  the  postponing  of 
all  taxation  for  such  a  purpose  until  the  whole  State  can  be  made  liable  to 
contribution  for  the  liquidation  of  the  same. 

It  strikes,  me  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  make  the  revenue  bill  the 
order  of  the  day  for  some  future  date,  when  I  would  respectfully  request 
gentlemen  to  ascertain  the  amount  necessary,  to  carry  on  the  expenses  of 
government,  and  be  prepared  to  finally  and  properly  dispose  of  the  sub- 
ject 

The  amendment  to  thirty,  from  fifty  dollars,  as  license  for  livery  stable 
keepers,  was  carried,  and  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  appropriate  para- 
graph. 

The  committee  thereupon  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again  on  Monday,  the  13th  instant— until  which  time  the  House  thereupon 
adjourned. 


MoNDAT,  February  13, 18d5. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  resolution  relative  to  appropriating  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars 
as  compensation  to  F.  Lambert  for  enrolling  of  the  last  portion  of  Debates 
of  the  GonvenUon,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  F0LET--N0  money  can  be  appropriated  by  such  a  resolution  as  tbati 
Mr.  Speaker,  but  oi\)y  by  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  LiALOiRB—Mr.  Speaker :  This  work  remained  unfinished  at  the  a^jonro- 
ment  of  the  Convention,  and  the  governor  requested  Mr.  Lambert  to  complete 
it,  which  he  did,  and  as  recompense  for  that  work,  the  committee  to  wbom 
his  claim  was  referred,  recommend  the  appropriation  provided  by  this 
resolution. 
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Mb,  Pm^BT— I  wMi  to  iaqoire  whetter  thto  worii  hM  been  done  by  olerki 
of  this  House? 

Mr.  Bo>m— Tflf,  air. 

Mb.  Folbt— We  are  paying  those  clerks  five  dollars  a  day  for  doing  Botk- 
ingr  and  the  chief  clerk  more  fbr  doing  the  same,  if  our  clerks  oaonot  do 
tMs  woric  without  this  extra  pay,  I  more  we  discharge  them. 

Mr.  Boykb — Mr.  Speaker :  As  I  understand  it,  this  work  was  done  by  the 
OBrolUng  clerks,  who  were  employed  lo  do  ou/  work,  and  not  that  of  the 
late  OoBslltufeionaLXroavention.  This  work  was  seat  to  them  by  the  gover- 
Ber,  aad  it  is  do  naore  than  just  and  right  that  they  should  be  compensated, 
ee  every  oue  expects  to  be  ibr  extra  work. 

Mr.  L1STSR--I  wish  to  state,  H^.  Speaker,  that  the  late  Goectitntional  Con- 
vention employed  a  very  large  force  of  enrollnient,cleri»— more  than  there 
was  any  neocssity  for— who,  instead  of  attending  to>  their  duties,  loafed 
around  and'  put  oflT  thdr  work  until  after  the  Oonvention  was  over,  when  the 
Committee  on  Enrollment  was  to  see  that  they  finished  their  work. 

As  they  have  thus  been  paidf  already,  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mb.  Vam  Tbobp— I  contend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  if  these  olerks  have  dona 
extra  work,  they  are  Jnst  as  maoh  and  a  great  deal  more  entitied  to  extra 
pay  than  the  very  gentlemen  who  oppose  this  just  claim,  but  who  are  now 
drawing  two  or  three  salaries  for  services  which  they  do  not  perform. 

The  resolution  was  tabled. 

Mb.  F(hjet — I  move  to  reconsider  my  vote  on  this  question  and  to  lay  that 
motion  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried. 

The  joint  resolution  relative  to  sine  di«  a^^umment  ou  the  1st  of  Maroh, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Brooks — I  move  it  be  rejected. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  Committee  on  Ptinting  recommended  payment  of  bill  of  W.  R.  Fiski 
aaiounting  to  ten  thousand  and  odd  dollars. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  reported  fovorably  on 
the  revenue  bill,  which  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  February  10th , 
instant 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  take  up  the  school  bill,  when  it  was  found 
that  a  quorum  was  not  preeeni 

Thi  House  then  adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant 


TinsiMkT,  February  14, 1866. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  a^joummeBt 
The  journal  was  read  and  approved. 
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A  bill  Ibr  thd  r^ief  of  Dr.  P.  Teber,  uppropriatiiig  eighteen  handred  ddUo 
therefor,  was  taken  up. 

The  adoption,  rejection  and  laying  on  the  table  of  the  bill,  were  eadi 
moTed. 

Mr.  H.  0.  Bblden— Mr.  Speaker :  Before  any  action  is  taken  on  tida  biH, 
I  wonld  like  to  haye  the  gentleman  explain  his  reason  for  moving  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  bUl. 

Mr.  Lasteb— Mr.  Speaker :  I  moved  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the  reasen 
tiiat  the  evidence  presented  does  not  sustain  the  claim  at  all.  Dr.  Teiser  was* 
previous  to  the  State  prisoners  l>eing  placed  In  the  work-house,  the  regular 
city  physician  in  the  First  and  Fourth  Districts,  and  it  was  his  duty,  to  attend 
to  all  the  convicts.  State  prisoners  and  police  jails  in  his  districts;  and  in 
compensation  for  these  services  he  received  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
paid  monthly,  as  his  receipts  on  file  prove.  Whether  there  were  State  or 
United  States  prisoners,  it  makes  no  diflTerence,  for  he  was  bound,  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties,  to  attend  to  both,  as  city  physician.  There  was  also 
a  contract  entered  into  between  the  military  authority  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, which  was  at  that  time  represented  by  Gren.  Sbepley,  and  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  by  which  fifty  cents  per  day  was  allowed  to  the  city  for  each  convict, 
in  tali  for  boarding,  clothing,  medical  attention,  and,  in  short,  everything, 
^e  State  is  not  indebted  to  Dr.  Teiaer  to  the  extent  of  one  cent,  and  after 
having  received  his  pay  fh>m  the  city,  I  cannot  see  how  he  can  have  the 
audacity  to  bring  a  bill  into  this  House  for  extra  compensation.  He  has  also 
brought  in  bills  for  extra  compensation  in  the  city  warehouse.  For  these 
reasons,  I  call  for  the  question. 

The  Speaker— This  matter  had  better  be  summarily  dealt  with,  g€ntlemeD, 
as  we  have  many  bills  of  a  public  character  which  should  be  acted  on  in  pref- 
ence  to  those  of  a  private  nature. 

Mr.  Crbigh— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  there  were  some  eighty  odd  prison- 
ers, which  the  State  of  Louisiana  supported,  and  not  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
When  those  prisoners  came,  the  city  physician  had  to  visit  sometimes  twice 
a  day,  as  almost  all  of  them  were  sick.  He  has  presented  us  with  his  charges, 
and  I  wish  the  matter  referred  to  a  committee  for  investigation,  as  to  their 
correctness.  The  warden  was  paid  in  addition  torhis  salary,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  the  claim  of  the  city  physician  should  be  rejected. 

Mr.  PRBSCOtT— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  believe  that  the  bill  should  be  rejected, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  the  gentieman  has  been  already  paid  for  doing  bis 
duty.  In  my  opinion,  the  burdened  tax-payers  of  this  State  are  under  great 
obligations  to  the  gentleman  on  my  rigflr[Mr.  LasCer]  for  exposing  the 
groundless  nature  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  Laster-I  merely  wish  to  state,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  city  paid  for 
the  medicines  consumed  by  these  prisoners,  which  amounted  In  all  to  onlj 
twenty-four  dollars. 
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Kb.  H.  C.  Beldev— Mr.  Speaker :  I  think  that,  according  to  equity  and 
justice,  Dr.  Teizer  is  entitled  to  the  compensation  which  he  claims  in  this 
bill ;  for  althoagb  the  statement  in  regard  to  the  ttij  cents  per  day  is  cor- 
rect, it  did  not  enure  in  any  way  to  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Yeizer. 

The  only  question  to  be  decided  is  this :  Was  Dr.  Yeizer  compelled,  by  his 
dnty  as  city  physician,  to  furnish  medical  aid  to  these  convicts  ?  I  say  not ; 
and  that,  burdened  as  he  was  by  this  overplus  of  labor,  he  should  reoeiye 
the  sum  claimed  here.  I  am  as  saving  of  the  public  laoney  as  any  man  in 
this  House,  and  am  responsible  only  to  my  constituents,  none  of  whom,  I  am 
confident,  would  for  a  moment  so  utterly  disregard  the  order  of  General 
Shepley,  and  our  responsibility  in  the  premises,  as  some  members  of  this 
body  propose  to.  I  declare  that  no  more  just  bill  has  ever  been  presented 
to  any  Legislature  on  this  continent.  Suppose  I  should,  bring  in  a  bill 
to-morrow  that  some  of  the  very  gentlemen  who  oppose  this  bill,  and  who 
now  receive  two  salaries,  shoulil  not  in  future  say  anything,  such  a  cry  of 
indignation  would  be  raised  as  was  never  heard  before.    [Applause.] 

Mb.  La8Teb->AUow  me  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Dr. 
Yeizer,  as  city  physician,  to  attend  to  these  prisoners.  He  knew  that  these 
prisoners  were  to  be  sent  to  this  warehouse,  and  of  the  agreement  that  the 
city  had  entered  into  wiih  General  Shepley,  but  did  not  complain.  If  he 
had  any  claim  why  did  he  not  apply  to  General  Shepley,  who  was  well 
known  as  a  liberal  man  in  all  matters  where  doing  justice  was  concerned. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  all  of  this  talk  about  the  extra  duty  which 
Yeizer  performed,  is  a  mistake,  for  the  reason  that  the  original  number  of 
prisoners  was  much  reduced  by  death.  The  city  laws  require  that  he  shall 
visit  the  city  prisons  once  a  day,  and  oftener,  if  required,  so  that  in  view  of 
t&is  and  all  the  other  circumstances,  I  think  that  Dr.  Yeiser  should  be  very 
well  satisfied  with  what  he  has  already  received,  and  renew  my  motion. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  carried— yeas  35,  nays  33.  • 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  governor : 

Statk  op  LouiaiXNA,  Executive  Department,  { 
New  Orleans,  February  14, 1865.     ( 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentalives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana : 

1  have  this  day  received,  trom  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  Uniteii  States, 
the  followiug  communication  and  certified  copy  of  an  amendment  proposed 
by  Congress  tor  ratification  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  : 

Uotted  State3  of  America,  Department  op  State,  \ 
Washington,  February  2, 1865.     \ 
To  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana^  New  Orleans^  La: 

Sib—  I  transmit  an  attested  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved 
on  the  Ist  instant,  proposing  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  a  thir- 
teenth article  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Your  excellency  is 
requested  to  cause  the  decision  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  to  be  ttken 

23h 
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upon  the  subject.    Ad  acknowledgment  of  the  rec«*ipt  of  this  communication 
la  requested  by  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward,  Acting  Secretary. 

United  States  op  America,  { 
Depabtment  op  State.    ) 
ThaU  to  ijohom  Uiese  preamls  shaU  come,  greeting : 

I  certify  that  annexed  is  a  true  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congren, 
entitled  **A  resolntion  submitting  to*the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  a 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  the  original  of 
which  is  on  file  in  this  department 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  William  H.  Seward,  secretary  of  state  of  tlie 
United  States,  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  department  of  state  to  be  aiOxed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  2d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1865,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  oi  America  the  89th. 

(Signed)  William  H.  Seward. 

A  resolution  submitting  to  the  Leguilatures  of  the  several  States  a  propou- 
tion  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Pnited  States. 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  ^atts  (f 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  tuoofhiras  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  Uie  United  States,  which,  whfln 
ratified  by  three-fourths  of  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  a  part  of  the  said  constitution,  namely  : 

ARTICLE  xm. 

Section  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punirii- 
ment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  ^all  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall 
exist  within  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate 
legislation. 

Approved,  February  1, 1865. 

I  gladly  and  most  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Greneral  Assembly  the  un- 

.  mediate  ratification  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 

United  States,  so  that  the  State  of  Louisiana  may  share  the  immortal  honor 

of  having  performed  her  part  in  abolishing  slavery  throughout  our  common 

country. 

(Signed)  Michael  Hahn. 

Mr.  Foley  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  take  up  the  joint  reso- 
lution. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Badm— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  hiles,  to  offer  the  following  joint 
resolution : 

Joint  resolution,  ratifying  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 
Whereas,   The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  adopted  the  following 
resolution,  with  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as  follows : 
A  resolution,  submitting  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  a  propor- 
tion to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenJUitives  of  the  United  Slates  cf 
America  in  Vongress  assembled  (two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring),  That 
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tiie  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States, 
u  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified 
bj  three-fourths  of  said  Lefdslatures,  shall  be  Talid,  to  all  intents  and  par- 
poses,  as  a  part  of  said  coostitwtioa.  viz : 

ARTioLB  xm. 

Section  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitade,  except  as  a  punish- 
ment for  crime,  wht-reof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist 
within  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jnrisdiotiun. 

Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate 
legislation. 

Approved  February  1, 1866. 

Jteaolvedf  by  Ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  qf  the  Siate  of  Louisiana 
in  Oeneral  AssendjUy  convened.  That  the  said  constitutional  amendment,  in 
maoner  and  form  as  proposed  and  submitted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  be  and  the  same  is,  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  hereby 
radfled  and  accepted.  / 

The  rules  were  suspended  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Foley — I  move  it  be  adopted  on  the  first  reading. 

Carried,  unanimously. 

By  a  further  suspension  of  the  rules,  the  resolution  passed  lis  second  read- 
fog,  and  was  adopted  on  its  fl  lal  reading,  by  the  following  unanimous  vote : 

Messrs.  Belden  S.,  speaker,  Bovee,  Bouligny,  Bofill,  Baum,  Balser,  Buckley, 
Brown,  Bensel,  Badger,  Bisbee,  Burke,  Boudreaux,  Bernard,  Bangs,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Belden  H.  C,  Brooks,  Cook,  Creigh,  Collins,  Chamberlain,  Christie, 
Gorley,  Duane,  Dufresne,  Danel,  Egan,  Evans,  Foley,  Gannon,  Galligar,  Grif- 
fith, Uarnan,  Howes,  Haberlin,  Henratty,  Hawkins,  Hawthorne,  Ingram, 
Kavanagh,  Kleas,  Laster,  Lester,  Laloire,  Lewis,  McCann,  McGuire,  Meeks, 
Miller  W.  D.,  Miller  R.  M.,  Maas,  Michel,  Mace,  Marie,  O'Conner,  Poynot, 
Pearson,  Prescott.  Robinson,  Rotg^,  Riggs,  Spellioy,  Scliillang,  Seymour,  St. 
Martin,  Shaw,  Smith.  Senetfe,  Tully,  Todd,  Van  Tromp,  Walsh,  Waters,  Wolf, 
Wood,  Woodward,  Wheeler— 78. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden  offered  a  resolution,  giving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  gov- 
ernor, which  was  adopted. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

The  bill  to  organize  and  establifih  free  public  schools  throughout  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  was  taken  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  St.  Martin — I  offer  an  amendment  to  section  32,  providing  that  the 
police  jury  may  visit  the  parents  of  those  children  not  attending  private 
school,  and  fine  them  for  neglecting  the  education  of  those  young  minds. 

Mb.  Pbbscott— I  think  the  amendment  is  impracticable.  I  know  that  such 
a  law  prevails  in  Prussia,  but  that  is  a  despotic  country,  while  this  is  a  re- 
public—a  free  country,  and  all  persons  must  be  allowed  the  fullest  and  most 
unlimited  liberty.  Such  an  amendment  would  be  anti-republican,  and  raise 
a  feeling  of  indignation  which  we  could  not  withstand,  and  which  would 
nullify  all  the  excellent  provisions  of  this  bill.  I  wish  such  a  law  could  be 
enacted,  but  I  am  opposed  to  any  law  which  is  in  conflict  with  public 
opinion.  It  is  opposed  to  the  habits  and  the  spirit  of  the  American  people  ; 
therefore,  it  is  politically  wrong.    I  admit  that  it  is  morally  right  and  would 
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be  glad  to  support  it,  if  it  could  be  enforced,  but  it  canaot,  and  will  onlj 
create  opposition,  which  it  is  our  interest  to  avoid.  The  law  provides  for 
the  education  of  both  races,  and  I  am  a  fraid  in  doing  so,  it  will  create  suffi- 
cient opposition  without  adding  to  it  bj  any  provison  of  this  nature. 

Mb,  Guristib— The  amendment  provides  that  the  parents  of  children,  not 
attending  any  private  school,  may  be  visited  by  the  police  jury,  and  a  floe 
inflicted  for  such  neglect  of  the  subject  of  education.  Now,  it  will  not  matter 
at  to  the  children  attending  private  schools,  and  those  who  neglect  the  advan- 
tages of  education  offered  to  them,  ought  to  be  made  amenable  for  that  viola- 
tion of  the  strict  duty  of  an  American  citizen.  Many  parents  in  our  State 
will  not  do  this  unless  some  measure  of  this  kind  stares  them  in  the  face.  I 
know  the  idle  and  indifferent  character  of  many  of  our  people  in  the  interior 
of  the  parishes  as  to  this  important  subject  of  education.  A  gentleman  says 
this  provision  is  despotic  in  its  character,  but  it  is  one  of  those  things  in  des^ 
potism  by  which  certain  classes  under  these  governments  are  so  much  more 
fully  educated,  than  the  American  people.  I  think  the  amendment  should 
be  adopted,  and  that  the  interests  and  welfare  of  all  classes  will  be  benefitted 
thereby. 

Mu.  St.  Martin—I  offer  this  amendment  for  the  reason  that  it  is  desirable 
and  necessary  to  carry  out  this  system  of  education  to  the  full  extent  in  re- 
lation to  all  classes,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  the  adoption  of  such  a 
provision. 

Mr.  Laix)iri5— I  off'er  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment :  **  Un- 
le."53  lor  satisfactory  reasons  furnished  to  the  police  jury.*' 

Mr.  St.  Mauti.v— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mb.  PiiiiSCOTT — I  am  willing  that  the  experiment  should  be  made,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  have  no  hopes  of  its  meeting  the  approbation  of  the  people 
at  large.  I  admit  that  in  Prussia,  and  in  nearly  all  of  the  German  States 
under  this  system,  they  have  produced  the  best  educated  people  in  the 
world.  I  think  that  will  be  admitt<^d  by  every  member  of  the  House.  I 
wish  to  see  it  introduced  here,  and  I  have  advocated  it  for  years,  but  the 
public  was  too  strong  for  me  and  I  was  carried  away  with  it.  In  South 
Carolina  a  law  was  passed  similar  to  this,  but  it  did  not  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  toe  public  and  raised  a  storm  of  indignation  that  could  not  be  with- 
stood, and  the  enactment  was  repealed.  I  think  our  people  strongly  resem- 
ble thorn,  and  there  will  be  strong  opposition  to  any  dictation  from  the 
Legislature  or  any  other  body,  notwithstaading  they  may  be  clothed  with 
full  authority.  Laws  have  been  passed  in  other  States  which  have  conflicted 
with  public  opinion— such  as  lavi-s  to  compel  total  abstinence,  to  abolish 
gambling,  etc.— but  they  have,  always  been  failures,  for  the  want  of  being 
properly  sust  lined  by  public  opinion.  I  am  confident  that  the  people  of 
this  suite  will  not  be  dictated  to,  and  will  not  allow  the  Legislature  or  any 
other  body  to  say  they  shall  or  shall  not  send  their  children  to  schooL 
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It  has  now  been  no  less  than  four  years  since  tfae  school  system  was  in 
operation  in  ibis  State,  and  then  it  was  inefficient  and  a  total  failure  ;  but  I 
think  the  present  system  will  be  a  complete  and  triumphant  kuccesa.  But  I 
do  not  wish  its  provisions  connected  with  any  enactment  such  as  that  which 
has  been  offered.  I  am  in  favor  of  it  in  principle,  and  only  differ  from  the 
gentlemen  on  the  question  of  expediency. 

Mr.  S.  Beldex — As  this  is.  a  matter  of  public  interest,  and  professing  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  ihe  school  system — having,  more  than  once,  been  a 
public  school  director— I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make,  and  shall  support 
the  amendment,  for  this  reason  :  If  it  be  right  to  educate  the  youth  of  this 
conntry — which  no  member  of  the  House  will  deny — then  it  is  equally  the 
right  for  the  Legislature  to  use  every  honorable  means  to  do  so.  It  is  gen- 
erally conceded  that,  in  this  city,  we  have  as  perfect  a  system  of  free  public 
Bcbools  as  can  be  found  in  any  State,  except,  perhaps,  the  city  of  New  York. 
In  the  country,  it  is  different.  My  experience  teaches  me  that  parents,  who 
are  themselves  entirely  ignorant  of  what  constitutes  education  in  any  depart- 
ment, will  even  live  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  school-house,  and  permit 
their  children  to  grew  up  in  ignorance.  The  poor,  unfortunate  child  suafainB 
the  loss,  and  not  the  parent.  The  Legislature  of  this,  or  any  other  State,  is 
not  dictating  to  the  people  of  the  State,  as  the  gentleman  has  termed  it 
We,  as  their  representatives,  are  not  dictating,  but  only  prescribing  a  system 
of  conduct  whereby  education  can  reach  children  who  are  unable,  of  them- 
selves, to  attend  public  schools  and  receive  an  education,  and  make  them, 
in  after  life,  to  become  competent  members  of  the  society  in  which  they  live. 
Under  the  present  inoperative  system  of  free  schools,  the  parent  may  send 
the  child  to  school  or  not.  He  can,  if  he  wishes,  make  the  child  labor  in  tb«5 
field,  and  contribute  to  fill  his  coffers  by  his  labor,  at  the  expense  of  his 
education.  The  education  of  the  child  is  the  primary  object,  and  the  fruits 
of  his  labors  only  a  secondary  consideration ;  and  the  parent  violates  every 
sense  of  justice  and  proptiety  and  honor  as  a  citizen,  when  he  refuses  to 
send  bis  child  to  school,  that  he  may  receive,  at  the  hands  of  the  public,  that 
which  the  law  contemplates  he  should  receive.  What  ig  the  working  of  the 
present  system?  You  go  into  the  country  parishes  and  find,  for  instance, 
$2000  is  the  sum  due  that  parish.  A  few  parents,  that  see  proper  to  send 
their  children  to  school,  absorb  eventually  the  money ;  and  the  indolent, 
wilfully  neglectful  parent,  who  refuses  to  send  bis  child,  not  only  deprives 
it  of  the  education  he  is  entitled  to,  but  his  child  loses  the  money  that  actually 
comes  to  him  under  the  taxes  of  the  State. 

It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  the  youth  of  this  State,  excepting  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  are  growing  up  in  total  ignorance,  when  it  is  within  their  reach 
to  be  educated  equally  with  the  children  of  this  city.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  if  parents  will  not  give  their  children  the  education  they 
are  entitled  to  as  a  matter  of  right,  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to 
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force  tbem  to  do  it.  It  they  have  an  ezcnse  for  not  doing  so,  the  police  jariet 
are  empowered  to  receive  it,  ani!  will  relieve  them  if  they  are  entitled  to  it, 
and  there  can  be  no  ii^ustice  to  any  one,  or  reasonable  complaint  on  the  part 
of  any  one. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Beldex — I  am  in  favor  of  anything  that  tends  to  the  progress  of 
civilization,  but  as  an  humble  citizen  of  the  Sta!«  of  Louisiana,  I  am  utterly 
opposed  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  this  amendment,  which  approximates  too 
closely  to  despotism.  On  the  one  hand,  forcing  the  parent  to  send  his  child 
to  school  may  tend  to  improve  the  coming  generation,  but  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  not  only  a  close  approach  to  despotic  action,  but  is  despotism  itself.  How 
many  poor  parents  there  are  who  are  unable  to  support  themselves  and  families 
without  the  assistance  of  their  children,  and  if  you  snatch  them  from  their 
parents  and  send  them  to  school,  it  will  lead  to  much  sufferbg.  It  is  the 
duty  of  parents  to  their  children  to  send  them  to  school,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed they  will  not  neglect  the  education  of  their  children  when  it  costB 
nothing.  Such  an  act  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  our 
republican  government,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  rejected. 

Mk.  Harnan— I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say  on  this  most  arbitrary  meas- 
ure. We  have  a  system  of  free  public  schools,  under  the  management  of  a 
school  board  in  the  city,  and  police  juries  in  the  parishes.  On  that  board 
there  is  not  a  single  Catholic  member.  How  it  will  be  on  the  police  juries, 
I  cannot  say.  Will  these  gentlemen  compel  me  to  send  my  children,  against 
my  will,  to  these  schools,  where  they  may  imbibe  a  different  religion  or  edu- 
cation from  that  which  I  would  instil  into  their  minds?  I  would  sooner  cat 
my  right  arm  off  than  have  them  educated  under  a  different  religion  from  my 
own,  and  if  such  a  provision  is  adopted,  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary ever  heard  of  in  our  country. 

Mr.  Chrimtib— In  answer  to  the  gentleman,  I  would  ask  him  to  look 
through  the  bill,  and  see  if  he  can  find  one  word  that  justifies  him  in  drag- 
ging into  this  debate  the  subject  of  religion ;  that  is  a  matter  between  each 
man  and,  bis  Maker  alone,  and  the  bill  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  rights 
of  all  are  sacredly  guarded  under  this  bill,  and  I  defy  the  most  zealous 
churchman  in  the  State  to  find  anything  that  will  bias  his  children  on  the 
subject  of  religion.  Not  even  the  book  of  books,  the  bible,  is  mentioned  in 
a  single  instance.  The  system  allows  all  denominations  to  meet  on  a  com- 
mon bapis,  and  educate  their  children  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  There  is 
nothing,  therefore,  in  the  gentleman's  remarks  to  the  proposed  amendment 
In  regard  to  the  despotism  of  such  a  provision,  if  it  be  despotism  to  educate 
the  people  of  the  State,  I  hope  it  may  fall  upon  the  State  of  Louisiana.  This 
measure  is  a  positive  necessity,  and  the  time  has  come  when  we  must,  if  we 
would  do  justice  to  the  child  and  the  parent,  compel  them  to  take  an  inter- 
est in  this  subject,  which  they  have  never  taken  hitherto,  and  perhaps  are 
not  altogether  blamable,  because  our  system  has  been  a  lamentable  feroe. 
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The  subject  of  edacation  has  beeo  on  the  statute  books,  but  only  as  a  dead 
letter,  while  the  money  provided  for  the  purpose  has  been  shamefully  squan- 
dered. The  time  lor  trying  new  things  has  come  in  Louisiana,  and  measures 
may  be  carried  out  successfully  to-day,  that  could  not  have  been  carried  oat 
a  few  years  since,  and  I  hope  this  amendment  will  meet  with  no  farther  oppo* 
sition. 

Mr.  Todd— I  move  to  lay  all  amendments  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  motion,  with  the  following  result : 
yeas  37,  nays  20. 

There  being  no  quorum  present,  the  House  adjourned  until  12  u.,  Wednes- 
day, February  15. 

Wednesday,  February  15, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp— I  respectfully  ask  permission  of  the  House  to  record  my 
Tote  in  regard  to  the  constitutional  amendment 

Ma.  Bovw— I  amend  to  **  every  member  who  is  desirous  of  voting  on  the 
same  and  did  not  vote  on  yesterday." 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Christie— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  in  regard  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Y.  P.  Yeizer. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  bill  adopted,  on  first  reading,  a  motion  to 
suspend  tne  rules  for  a  second  reading,  having  been  lost. 

Tl^  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  relative  to  justices  of  the  peace 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  adopted  as  amended,  on  its 
second  reading,  by  the  following  vote — yeas  40,  nays  19. 

The  school  bill  was  taken  up  and  the  amendment  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
St.  Martin  was  tabled.  There  not  being  a  quorum  present  when  the  previous 
vote  was  taken,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called. 

Mr.  Folkt — ^In  section  35  I  move  to  make  the  salary  of  the  State  superln-- 
tendent  $3000  per  annum  instead  of  $4000. 

A  motion  to  table,  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  to  amend  section  38  by  making  the  poll-tax  levied 
on  colored  males  two  dollars  instead  of  three. 

Adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  on  its  second  reading  as  amended,  and  by  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Thursday  Feb.  16th. 


Thursday,  February  16, 1866. 
The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment  ^ 

Mr.  Boudreaux  offered  the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved,  That  a  oommittee  of be  appointed  to  wait  on'bia  excellencj^r 

ffovernor  Habn,  and  ask  him  to  use  bis  influence  in  regaid  to  trade  stores  in 
the  State  of  Lonisiana. 

Mr.  Laster — I  move  to  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  resulting  in  a  tie  vote. 

The  Speakbb— I  shall  vote  in  the  affirmative,  believing  this  to  be  a  matter 
to  be  taken  cognisance  of  by  the  military  authorities. 

The  following  gentlemen  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introdace  bills : 

Mr.  Badger :  **  An  act  to  repeal  several  acts  Incorporating  and  giving  spe- 
cial privileges  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Free  Masons,  as  at  present  organized. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  :  "An  act  to  authorize  the  president  of  tbe  Senate  and 
•peaker  of  the  House  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members.'' 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  revenue  bill  taken  up  on  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Harnan—I  move  to  aniend  the  first  clause  of  secUon  1,  by  adding, 
"  Provided^  that  their  business  exceeds  one  thousand  dollars,  gross  receipts.*' 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  amend  the  tax  on  saw  mills,  etc.,  to  twenty-five  dollars 
instead  of  twenty  dollars. 

Tabled. 

Mr.  Harxan— I  move  to  strike  out  "eub-contractor." 

Tabled.  . 

Mr.  Michkl— I  move  to  amend  the  licenses  of  clause  6  to  twenty-five  dol- 
lars instead  of  fifty  dollars. 

Tabled. 

Mr.  Todd— I  move  after  the  words  "  counsellor  at  law,"  to  insert  "  civil 
engineer  and  surveyor." 

Adopted.  • 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  to  divide  the  sixth  clause  into  two.  The  pro« 
flelsions  embraced  in  it  are  not  properly  grouped  together. 

Lost 

Mr.  Badger— I  move  to  strike  out  «' spiritualist"  That  is  a  religious 
denomination. 

Lost 

Mr.  Harnan— I  amend  the  license  of  distillers,  etc.,  to  $200. 

Mr.  Setmour— I  amend  to  $250. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  to  strike  out  •'  junk  shop." 

Tabled. 

Mr.  Foley— Before  section  1  is  adopted  as  a  whole,  I  wish,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  call  the  attention  of  members  to  the  following  words  in  paragraph  7  z 
"  From  each  and  every  keeper  of  a  brewery,  restaurant,  coffeehouse,  bar- 
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room,  or  cabaret,  where  epirltnoua  liquors  are  sold  bj  the  glaes  ''—which  I 
move  to  strike  oat,  for  the  reason  that  there  are  no  spirituous  liquors  sold 
in  a  brewery.  Unless  we  do  take  the  step,  restaurants  will  not  be  taxed  at 
ftll,  though  thej  can  afford  to  paj  the  tax  of  one  hundred  dollars,  which  I 
believe  this  House  intends  to  fix  upon  them,  more  easily  than  almost  any 
other  class  of  persons. 

I  therefore  move  to  strike  out  the  feection. 
The  motion  was  tabled. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  section  10. 
Tabled. 

Kb.  Michel— I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "gross  receipts/'  in  this 
Mction,  and  insert  profits. 
Tabled. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  moTiie  to  strike  out  paragraph  6  of  section  5,  because  it 
will  prevent  entirely  the  production  of  cotton,  sugar  and  molasses. 

Mr.  Prbscott— Mr.  Speaker  :  I  don't  agree  with  the  gentleman  at  all,  for 
tiie  reason  that  I  believe  the  producers  of  the  respective  products  ought  to 
pay  the  tax  of  one  dollar  a  bale  on  cotton,  Ifly  cents  on  a  hogshead  of  sugar 
and  twenty  cents  a  barrel  on  molasses,  in  return  for  the  protection  which  the 
State  gives  them.  It  is  only  just  that  they  should  pay  those  taxes  at  any 
rate,  aod  instead  of  striking  out  that  section,  I  believe.the  taxes  should 
rather  be  doubled,  aod  am  not  in  favor  of  exempting  any  one  from  contri- 
bnting  to  the  support  of  our  government.  The  tax  proposed  will  create  a 
very  large  revenue,  as  it  embraces  a  very  large  portion  of  ground,  and  it  Is 
faicumbent  upon  us,  in  the  present  impoverished  condition  of  our  treasury, 
to  raise  all  the  revenue  which  we  can  without  making  the  taxes  oppressive. 
I  am  most  sincerely  of  the  opinion  that  the  doubling  of  the  taxes  referred  to 
woald  not  be  considered  exorbitant  by  the  producers  of  the  different  staples, 
because  they  are  able  and  willing  to  contribute  liberally  to  the  upholding 
jof  our  goTemment.  ^ 

I  therefore  hope  that  the  section  will  remain  as  it  is,  and  therefore  move 
to  lay  00  the  table  the  motion  to  strike  it  out. 
The  motion  to  table  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  carried. 
Mr.  Todd — I  move  to  amend,  in  section  6,  by  making  the  tax  on  sugar 
"one  dollar  "instead  of  "  fifty  cents  "  per  hogshead. 
Tabled. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  to  add,  "except  the  year  1864,"  at  the  end  of  para- 
gnph  1,  of  section  9. 
Carried. 

The  Hon.  S.  M.  Todd  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  to  insert,  "  and  personal,"  after  "  real,*'  so  as  to  make 
both  real  and  personal  property  subject  to  a  lien  for  taxes.' 
Tabled. 
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Mr.  Chjlmbeaulix— I  move  to  amend  section  34  by  inserting,  '*  superin- 
tendent '*'  in  place  of  "  treasurer/'  as  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  "  parish 
treasurer  "  to  attend  to  the  school  affairs. 
^  It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Foij:y—I  move  to  insert  "  October "  inf-tead  of  "  July,"  because 
when  this  bill  passes  both  Houses  it  may  be  the  Ist  of  April,  and  then  there 
would  not  be  time  to  take  the  census  of  the  children. 

It  was  so  ordered,  and  the  bill  was  then  adopted— yeas  43,  nays  13,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  that  the  bill  may  be  adopted  on 
third  reading,  by  title. 

Mr.  Michel — Mr.  Speaker :  Having  been  a  member  of  the  committee  that 
reported  on  that  bill,  I  shall  vote  "  no,*'  because  I  object  to  the  whole  of 
section  3  and  the  auctioneers'  license. 

The  bill  and  title  thereof  were  adopted  on  third  reading. 
The  House  then  adjourned  until  1  p.  m.,  the  17th  instT 


Friday,  February  17,  1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment 

A  petition,  from  the  colored  veterans  of  1812  and  '14,  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five. 

Mr.  UiCHEL-^l  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  bill  relative 
to  the  fees  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  throughout  the  State,  that 
it  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  whereupon  the  bill  was  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  Breckenridob— Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  sent  a  resolution  relative  to  the 
commencement  t>f  our  sittings.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  time  at  which  we  now  commence  business.  4.  am  not  influenced  by  the 
article  which  has  just  appeared  in  the  paper,  but  believe  that  memben 
sBould  be  here  at  11  o'clock,  in  order  to  begin  at  12  m. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAix—That  is  out  of  order,  as  it  is  amending  the  rules  of  tlie 
House.    I  refer  to  article  62. 

The  Speaker— I  decide  this  to  be  a  notice. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  gave  notice  that  he  would  introduce  an  act  to  impeach 
certain  persons  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  incompetency  and  malfeasance 
in  office. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp— I  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  House  bill 
lor  the  relief  of  the  Catholic  Ladies  Association,  at  Baton  Rouge. 

If  gentlemen  understood  the  imperative  necessity  that  these  poor  unforta- 
nate  children  are  laboring  under,  for  the  merest  necessities  of  life,  they  would 
lend  their  voice  for  their  relief  at  once.  I  have  been  to  Baton  Rouge,  and 
know  what  they  are  suffering,  and  therefore  beseech  you  to  extend  the  hand 
of  charity  for  their  relief. 
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The  rales  were  Biif  pended  and  the  bill  read. 

Hr.  Chamberulix— I  more  to  amend,  by  inBerting  "  three/'  Instead  of 
**  two  thousand  dollars." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  the  bill  passed  on  second  and  third  reading 
and  adopted,  with  titl6— the  rules  being  suspended. 

M&.  Bbeckenridoe — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  talte  up  a  bill 
relative  to  appropriations  to  the  Ladies  Catholic  Asylum,  at  Baton  Rouge, 
and  the  Protestant  Asylum,  at  Baton  Rouge. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  bill  read. 

IfB.  Van  Tromp— As  the  Ladies  Catholic  Asylum  is  already  provided  for, 
I  move  to  strike  that  out  of  this  bill. 

It  was  so  ordered,  when  the  bill  was  adopted  on  second  and  third  reading— 
the  rales  having  been  suspended. 

Mr.  Laster— I  call  for  a  suspension  of  the  niles  to  take  up  the  bill  relative 
to  boarding-house  and  hotel  keepers.  Their  impositions  are  at  present  so 
great,  that  many  persons  have  been  to  me  to  advocate  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  gentlemen  will  consider  the  matter. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  whereupon  the  bill  was  adopted  on  second 
reading,  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  a  third  reading  having  been  lost 

The  militia  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Sbtmour — I  move  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  CHASCBERLUN—We  have  merely  to  concur  in  the  Senate  amendments, 
and  I  make  the  motion  that  we  do  so. 

On  taking  the  vote  on  concurrence,  it  was  discovered  that  no  quorum  was 
present,  whereupon  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday,  February  20th. 


Monday,  Febru&ry  20, 1865. 

The  House  met  pursuant  t6  adjournment  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  Strong. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  colored 
veterans: 

Messrs.  Tally,  Chamberlain,  Smith,  Poynot  and  Cook. 

The  resolution  laid  over  yesterday,  relative  the  House  meeting  at  eleven 
o^clock,  was  tabled. 

.  Mr.  Breckenridge  oiTered  a  resolution  imposing  a  fine  of  $8  on  members 
being  absent  at  roll-call,  was  declared  out  of  order.    ' 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  reported  the  bills  acted  upon  dur- 
ing the  past  two  week.    The  report  was  adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  secure  a  building  suitable  for  a  State  Hoose 
'sabmitted  a  report,  stating  4hat  they  had  examined  several  buildings—the 
Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  and  the  University  of  Louisiaiw, 
and  recommended  the  selection  of  the  latter.    Report  adopted. 
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Mr.  Brooks  offered  a  resolution,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  make 
final  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  the  Slate  government  to  the  above 
bailding.    Adopted. 

An  act  to  compel  the  attendance  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly, 
was  taken  up  on  its  first  reading.  . 

■  Mr.  Kavanaoh— I  move  its  rejection. 

Mr.  CuABiBERiAiN— I  should  like  to  hear  the  gentleman's  reasons.  It  is 
only  a  copy  of  what  is  now  one  of  the  acts  of  1856.  It  was  found  necessary 
then,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  to  enact  some  such  pro- 
vision, and  we  have  had,  now,  a  disgraceful  exhibition  of  want  of  patriotism 
on  the  part  of  members  to  attend  to  their  duties.  It  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  some  such  act  should  pass,  before  we  can  compel  members  to  attend  to 
their  duties,  and  I  trust  there  is  no  gentleman  here  so  dead  to  his  country's 
welfare  as  to  object  to  this  provision. 

Mr.  n.  C.  Belden— I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  the  rejeodon  of  the  bill.  It 
bears  oa  its  face  the  evidence  that  the  members  do  not  understand  their 
business  ;  or  if  they  do,  are  so  negligent  that  they  do  not  consult  the  interest 
of  their  constituents.  On  the  other  hand,  according  to  the  gentleman's  state- 
ment, it  is  merely  a  copy  of  the  act  of  1856,  which  is  now  in  force.  I  presume 
there  is  not  a  member  here  who  does  not  understand  his  duty,  and  if  he  fails 
to  perform  it,  he  is  liable  to  be  punished  for  his  neglect,  under  the  existing 
law. 

Mr.  Brooks — I  am  in  favor  of  such  a  bill  being  adopted.  We  have  had 
sufficient  evidence  to  prove  how  much  such  a  bill  is  needed.  It  is  true,  that 
it  exists  in  the  acts  of  1856,  but  it  seems  that  some  of  the  members  do  not 
consider  it  binding,  and  for  that  reason  I  think  we  should  re-enact  it,  and 
hope  this  bill  wijl  pass. 

Mr.  Todd— I  do  not  see  the  "necessity  for  re-enacting  this  bill.  We  have 
always  had  a  quorum  in  the  House,  without  one  exception.  There  is  suflScient 
patriotism  in  this  body  to  induce  it  to  meet  regularly.  K  such  a  provision 
is  necessary  in  the  Senate,  let  them  enact  it— but  we  do  not  need  it  here. 

Mr.  Prkscott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  differ  from 
my  able  and  patriotic  friend  on  my  right  [Mr.  Chamberlain]  and  think  it 
wholly  unnecessary  to  enact  such  a  law,  because  it  already  exists.  If  a 
majority  of  the  Senate  see  fit  to  re-enact  such  a  law  in  order  to  prevent  the 
disreputable  want  of  a  quorum,  which  has  called  down  so  many  anathemas 
from  the  press,  why  stould  we  be  called  upon  to  pass  a  law,  properly  appli- 
cable to  another  body,  but  entirely  uncalled  for  in  this  ?  I  can  say,  with 
one  exception,  we  have  always  had  a  quorum  and  frequently  an  excess  Is 
present,  rendering  such  a  law  entirely  unnecessiry,  as  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned. 

A  law  is  already  recorded  upon  our  statute  books  to  the  same  effect  as  the 
one  now  before  us,  which  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  present  constitution.    It 
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is  therefore  still  In  fall  force,  so  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  use  of  oar 
passing  another  law  or  re-enacting  the  one  now  upon  our  statute  books.  I  con- 
sider that  our  so  doing  would  merely  be  to  put  the  people  to  an  unnecessary 
expense  without  gaining  anything. 

We  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  Senate  or  cast  any  reflection  upon 
their  action,  for  they  are  responsible  to  their  constituents  only,  in  the  same 
manner  as  ourselves.  We  have  shown  a  disposition  to  meet  our  responsi- 
bilities and  to  perform  our  duty  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people,  but 
should  not  interfere  with  the  action  of  the  Senate. 

As  I  think  the  bill  totally  unnecessary,  I  shall  vote  for  its  rejection. 

The  bill  was  rejected— yeas  36,  nays  26. 

The  militia  bill  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  compare  the 
House  bill  with  that  returned  from  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  bill  relative  to  the  adoption  of  children  was  adopted  on  second 
reading,  whereupon  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  of  Febraray  the  2l3t. 

TuESDJLY,  Febrnary  21, 1866. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  ac^oumment,  at  12  m. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Father  Mag^e. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Baum,  that  the  House  adjourn  over  Feb- 
ruary 22d,  it  being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Washington,  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Seymour  obtained  permission  to  withdraw  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
St  George's  Academy,  on  the  G^rounds  uf  its  being  uncons^tutional. 

The  Committee  on  Penitentiary  submitted  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  militia  bill,  to  report  the  amend- 
ments of  the  -Senate,  submitted  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Harnan  gave  notice  of  the  introduction  of  an  act  to  amend  article  647 
of  the  Code  of  Practice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Christie,  the  rules  were  suspended,  to  take  i^p  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Banking,  when  the  reading  thereof  was  sofl- 
pended,  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baum,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  militia  bill  was 
taken  up  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  at  section  thirty-five,  and  adopted  by  the 
House  without  discussion. 

The  rules  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poynot,  suspended  and  the  bill  adopted 
on  third  reading,  as  amended,  by  and  with  title. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr. 
Teizer  was  lost,  as  was  a  similar  motion  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  Mr.  Pren- 
dergast 
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A  motion  to  a^jonrn  was  lost 

The  bill  relatiye  to  District  Conrts  of  the  parish  and  city  of  Orleans,  was 
taken  up  and  adopted  on  second  reading,  with  amendments. 

The  bill  relative  to  pnblic  acts,  was  adopted,  as  was  a  bill  relative  to  public 
advertisements. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  23d  inst 


Thubsdat,  February  23, 1866. 
The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  u.,  Mr.  Michel  in  the 
ehair. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Van  Tromp  offered  the  following  : 

Wharea8,  It  is  imperatively  necessary  that  the  election  of  municipal  oflicen 
for  the  city  of  New  Oi  leans  should  be  held  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible ; 

Be  U  resolr^edy  That  the  City  Charter  be  recalled  from  the  Senate  and  pot 
upon  its  fioal  passage,  the  amendments  by  this  House  being  by  this  resolu- 
tion rescinded. 

Mr.  Folet— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Foley  :  "  A  bill  to  grant  John  A.  Z^olan  the  privilege  of  running  a 
steam  ferry  between  DeSoto  and  Vickaburg." 

Mr.  Bensel :  **  An  act  to  tax  foreigners  who  are  pursuing  a  trade  or  occu- 
pation in  this  State." 

Mr.  Baum :  "  An  act  to  make  appropriations  for  the  general  expenses  of 
the  State  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  Slst,  1865," 

"  An  act  to  amend  article  641,  of  the  Code  of  Practice,"  was  adopted  on 
its  first  reading. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — In  consideration  of  the  feet  that  there  are  a  number  of 
Wlls  on  their  second  reading,  of  very  little  importance,  which  can  lay  over, 
and  while  there  are  some  of  great  importance  that  will  go  over  if  we  take  up 
the  regular  order  of  business,  I  move  that  members  be  permitted  to  call  np 
and  put  any  particular  bill  upon  its  readings,  instead  of  proceeding  in  the 
regular  order. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Lewis— I  call  up  the  bill  relative  to  persons  holding  commissions  in 
the  so-called  Confederate  army. 

The  bill  was  read  and  adopted  on  its  second  reading. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  a  final  reading,  w&s  lost 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  call  for  the  bill  relative  to  the  taking  of  the  testimony 
of  interested  parties  in  civil  cases. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  and  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Harnan— Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill,  for  the  simple  reason 
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that  I  belieye  it  has  a  direct  tendencj  to  encourage  perjury.  Under  its  pro- 
TisioDS,  any  man  can  go  into  court  and  swear  that  you  or  I  owe  him  a  certida 
sum  of  money— leaving  us  wholly  without  defence— for,  as  every  lawyer 
knows,  nothing  is  so  hard  to  prove  as  a  negative. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  the  fact  that,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  both  parties— not 
only  the  interested  party,  but  &o^— are  to  be  allowed  to  testify.  Does  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  suppose  that  if  I  were  to  sue  him  to-morrow, 
my  testimony  would  be  received  and  his  rejected  ?  The  proposition  is  utterly 
preposterous. 

How  many  of  us  are  every  day  engaged  in  transactions  to  which  there  is  not 
even  one  witness  ?  In  such  cases,  both  parUes  should  be  heard— and  the  oath 
of  one  party  is  no  better  than  that  of  the  other,  per  se,  A  similar  law  to  this 
if  in  existence  in  every  State  of  this  Union,  save  three,  and  likewise  in  France 
and  England.  Why,  then,  should  we  be  behind  th^  times,  when  it  is  so 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  doing  of  justice,  that  8ucl\  a  courts  as  this  bill 
points  out  should  be  adopted?  The  value  of  the  evidence  will,  of  course, 
be  determined  by  the  judge  and  jury,  corroborated  or  negatived,  as  it  may 
be,  by  the  chraacter  of  the  party  giving  it. 

On  account  of  the  manifest  justice  of  the  bill,  I  claim  for  it  a  fair  con- 
^deration. 

Mr.  Harnax — The  gentleman  seems  intent  upon  abolishing  the  old  and 
safe  law  of  obliging  every  man  to  put  his  agreements  into  writing. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden— I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  such  a  bill  as  this  is  emi- 
nently necessary  in  this  State ;  for  the  adoption  of  one  of  a  similar  character, 
by  nearly  every  other  State  of  this  Union,  proves  at  once  its  utility  and  the 
justice  of  its  provisions.  According  to  the  provisions  of  out  law,  the  plaintiff 
in  a  suit  is  entitled,  in  substantiation  of  his  charge,  to  categorical  answers 
from  the  defendant,  thus  denying  bim  all  privilege  of  explanation,  except  to 
a  very  limited  extent— thus  convicting  a  man,  who  is  not  allowed  to  ask  why 
a  certain  question  is  asked  him,  on  his  own  testimony. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  bill,  all  such  difficulties  will  be  removed,  and  each 
man  can  probe  the  conscience  of  every  other.  As  to  the  objection  which  has 
been  urged  by  one  gentleman,  would  not  any  of  us  resent,  as  an  insult,  the 
insinuation  that  we  would  perjure  ourselves  for  gain?  I  believe  every  man 
to  be  honest  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  and  demand,  in  return,  the  same 
concession  to  myself. 

I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  shall  vote  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Prbscott— I  grant,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  law 
as  it  now  stands,  there  are  instances  of  injustice  and  hardship,  but  I  think 
thdt  a  change  would  expose  the  community  to  such  unlimited  corruption  and 
fraud,  as  would  greatly  overbalance  the  small  amount  of  good  which  might 
be  incident  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  bill.    At  present,  when  a  man 
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makes  a  cootract,  he  knows  that  unless  it  is  in  writing  he  can  have  no  claim, 
and,  therefore,  takes  the  necessary  precautions,  and  I  am  sure  that  a  change 
from  the  wise  and  salutary  provisions  of  our  present  system  would  be  in  the 
highest  degree  disastrous  to  our  commercial  community,  opening,  as  would 
necessarily  be  the  case,  the  very  flood  gates  of  corruption  and  increasing  the 
litigation  of  fictitious  claims  to  an  incalculable  extent 

Beio^  of  this  mind,  I  can't  but  vote  in  the  negative,  and  sincerely  trust 
that  bill  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Chambkblatn— Mr.  Speaker :  Before  putting  the  question,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  a  closing  word  in  favor  of  this  bill. 

I  submit  this  bill  only  after  consultation  with,  and  in  accordance  with,  the 
desire  of  the  ablest  jurists  of  this  city  and  State,  who  were  unanimous  in  the 
expression  of  the  belief  that  it  would  discourage,  to  a  greater  extent  than 
any  other  measure  possibly  could,  the  litigation  of  fictitious  claims.  Being 
duly  conscious  of  the  importance  of  this  step,  I  have  proceeded  jcautiously, 
and  wish  to  state  that  this  bill'has  been  drawn  up,  not  by  me,  but  by  Rufhs 
i  Waples,  who  is,  I  believe,  pretty  good  authority  in  matters  of  law.    Its 

adoption  has  been  urged  by  prominent  legal  gentlemen,  on  the  ground,  that 
on  the  one  hand  parties  would  not  refuse  to  pay  claims,  if  knowing  that  the 
plaintiff  would  be  all<twed  to  testify  to  his  knowledge  of  the  affair,  and 
that  on  the  other  hand,  litigant  and  vicious  parties  would  be  much  less  likely 
to  bring  into  court  frivolous  or  false  claims,  for  the  same  reason. 

In  short,  the  bill  commends  itself  so  thoroughly  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
House,  that  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  discuss  farther  its  many  advantages. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  lost — ^yeas  26,  nays  32--whereupon  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

An  act  relative  to  divorces  was  taken  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ghamberijlin— I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  that  portion 
relating  to  the  keeping  of  concubines. 

Mb,  H.  C.  Beldex— As  I  offered  the  bill,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation.  Under  the  present  law  it  is  required  that  the  husband  and  wife 
should  be  separated,  or  that  she  should  have  left  the  matrimonial  domicile 
for  five  years.  This  bill  amends  the  time  to  two  years.  The  other  difference 
between  this  act  and  the  present  law  is  this :  If  you  choose  to  institute  an 
action  now  for  divorce,  you  have  to  bring  that  suit  against  her,  and  have  to 
serve  her  with  three  summons,  at  intervals  of  one  month  ;  consequently,  five 
years  and  three  months  must  elapse  before  you  can  get  the  party  in  courti 
I  propose  to  amend  by  excluding  this  three  months'  service,  and  letting  an 
ordinary  citation  suffice,  so  that  at  the  end  of  two  years  you  can  bring  your 
suit  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  Todd— I  have  no  objection  to  the  bill  in  this  connection,  but  I  move 
to  insert  "  shall  have  abandoned  "  instead  of  "  shall  abandon,''  which  i» 
not  the  proper  expression. 
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partial  and  tmjast  to  one  partj.  The  husband  is  given  a  dhrofce  when  the 
wife  ifl  convicted  of  adultery,  while  fihe  is  entitled  to  a  divorce  only  when 
he  has  kept  bis  conoablne  in  the  oominon  dwelling,  or  open^  and  publiel  j 
in  any  other  plaoe.  Why  not  give  the  wilb  »  diveroe  when  4he  huabaad  4aa 
been  convicted  of  adultery,  without  its  being  neoeesary  that  he  should  hikve 
kept  his  coiicabine  in  the  conunon  dwelling,  or  openly  in  any  other  place? 
I  regard  U  as  very  vaimi  on  ihe  part  of  law^naken,  to  impose  additmal 
restrlBtionfl  upon  the  graatiag  of  divoroes  to  wives.  The  sane  conditions 
should  be  enforced  in  regard  to  each  party,  and  then  it  would  be  equal,  lUr 
and  honorable  to  all.  The  same  evidence  should  :be  fbund  for  divorce  In 
each  case,  and  we  should  be  willing  to  allow  oar  acts  to  be  subjected  to  the 
earae  serotlny  as  the  acts  of  the  wifb.  I  ^nk  the  bill  is  very  unjust,  and  I 
move  to  strike  out  the  words  **  when  he  has  kept  his  concubine  in  the 
eomBoa  dwelling,  or  openly  and  publicly  in  any  other  place/' 

Hs.  ToPD— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Lost 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  motion  to  strike  out,  which  was 
los^— yeas  27,  nays  83. 

Ms.  TcTLLT— I  offer  as  a  substitute  fbr  the  words  which  It  has  been  moved 
to  strike  out,  the  fbllowing :  **  when  he  keeps  a  ooncnbiae,  either  publicly 
er  privately,  in  the  oommon  dwelling  or  any  other  place.'' 

Mb.  Todd— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
'  Ms.  TuiXT— I  move  to  make  the  titts  of  separatkm  or  i^Madoament  one 
year  instead  of  two. 

Mb.  Foubt— I  amend  to  one  month. 

Mb.  Todd— I  move  to  Insert  ^  shall  have  abandoned,"  In  place  of  *'shall 


Mb.  LisTBB— r  move  to  lay  all  amendments  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  adoption  of  the  bill  as  amended,  on 
its  second  reading— yeas  46,  nays  11. 

Tliere  bf4ttg  no  quorum  present,  the  House  then  ^fanned  until  12  m. 
Friday,  February  24th. 


Fbidat,  February  24, 1865. 
The  olerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  12  o'clock  m.,  pursuant  to  an 

On  motion,  Hon.  John  T.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chailr.  * 
Mr.  TuUy,  chairman  of  special  committee  telative  to  the  coldred  veterans 
of  1814  and  1815, presented  the iblleiwiiig  report:. 
b24 
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2b  lk$  AanoraWe  tpMw  mid  'immftwt  ^  A«  Bouse  cf  Bmnmtittihm  pf  ikt 
a(ah(f  Louinma-: 

Gbktlkmbn  — The  npeciaX  committee  appointed  bv  yon  to  consider  ike 
petition  presented  to  your  honorable  bodr  by  the  colored  yeterans  of  1814 
and  1815,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  tbey  have  exaadned  said  petitfon,  and 
reeoMMod  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted.  There  ave  now  left  of  that 
patriotic  class  of  veterans  onty  twenty-three  or  twenty-four,  and  these  are  fttr 
advanced  in  age,  and  will  not  remain  long  before  departing  this  life  sad 
going  to  that  region  where  so  many  of  their  comrades— who  nave  iUlen  by 
their  aides  in  flghtinff  fbr  their  coaniry ,  under  the  immortal  Jackson— now  are. 

Yoor  coandttea  thoiefoBS  Mconunend  tilie  adepUon  of  the  foUowiM^  joint 
resolution : 

Be  U  resolved  hp  the  Senate  and  House  cf  BwreserUaUves  of  Vie  Sate  €f 
Louisiana  in  Cfeneral  Assembty  oonoened,  That  the  snm  of  ten  doTlare  per 
month  be  granted  to  each  of  the  oelofed  veterans  of  1814  and  1815,  ss  a 
pension,  donnf  ^heir  natural  lives,  in  consideration  of  the  aervicea  rendersd 
by  them  in  defence  of  their  countiy. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submjtted. 

John  S.  Tullt,  Chalnnan. 

Report  reoeived  and  adopted,  and  resolution  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  bills : 

Mr.  Meelu :  "  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  Pinigar  and  John 
McLean,  for  services  gendered  the  State." 

Mr.  BreclLenridge :  "  A  joint  resolution.  Instructing  our  senators  and  repie- 
.sentatives  to  use  their  inflaence  in  reestablishing  postoAlces  tbronghoat  the 
State." 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  liquidation  of  banks.    First  reading  and  adopted. 

Mr.  PrescotI  moved  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  bill  be  printed. 
Adopted. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  State  fer  ^e  fiscal  year  ending  1865. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  reject  the  bill.    Lost. 

An  act  relative  to  divorces.  Secopd  reading,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Prendergast    Second  reading. 

Mr.  Todd  moved  to  postpone  the  action  on  the  bill  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  PiMBott  maved  to  table,*  Carried,  by  a  rising  vote  of  42  yeas  and 
20  nays. 

Mr.  Preecott  moved  to  reject  the  bill.    Carried,  by  the  following  vote :. 

F«u— Messrs.  Bovee,  Bouligny,  Baum,  Balser,  Bensel,  Burk^  Boudreanxt 
Beraardf  Breckeoridge,  Brooks,  Chamberlain,  Christie,  Corley,  tfuane,  Daael 
Dnfresne,  Evans,  Foley,  Cannon,  GJalligar,  Griffith,  Hawthorne,  Ingram, 
Kleas,  McCana,  McGuii^,  Meeks,  Maas,  Prescott,  Robinson,  Rotr^  ffiggs. 
Schillang.  Seymour,  Senette,  TuUy,  Todd,  Van  Tromp,  Waters,  Woodwatd, 
Wood,  Wheeler— 42.     . 

j&Tdi^s— Messrs.  Buckley,  Brown,  Badger,  Bangs,  Cook,  Creigh,  Collia8» 
Egan,  Haman,  Howes,  Haberlin,  Henratty,  Kavanagh,  Lester,  Lalolre,  Lewis, 
^ephler,  O'Conoer,  Pearson,  Shaw,  WakA,  Wolf— 22. 
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Mr.  Foldj  gare  noUce  that  he  would  nioTe  to  reooiudder  his  vote  oa  th« 
rejection  of  the  bill,  on  Honday. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Haman,  the  Hoase  adjourned  until  Monday,  Feb.  27th. 


UoKi>AY,  Febroary  27, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment^  at  12  x.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
Jby  the  Rev.  Charles  Strong. 

The  minntet  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  receired  from  <}oTemor  Hahn  : 

Statb  of  Louisiana,  EncirriTB  Depastmient,  ) 
Nkw  Orusaks,  February  27, 1866.     ) 
Jb  ih6  Sencde  and  Bbuse  qf  BapreseniaUves  of  the  8tc^ 

Gextucmen— I  hereby  resign  my  office  of  ffovemor,  to  take  effect  on  the 
3d  of  March,  proximo,  so  that  my  occupancy  of  the  office  may  terminate  with 
that  date,  ana  enable  my  successor  to  be  inaugurated,  if  convenient  to  your 
honorable  bodies,  on  the  4th  of  March. 

The  one  year  of  administration  which  I  have  had  as  your  gOTemor,  is  a 
period  to  which  I  shall  ever  advert  with  pride  and  pleasure.  Called  to  the 
office  by  a  flattering  Tote  of  the  people,  I  entered  uoon  its  duties  with  diffl* 
dence,  and  a  fhll  sense  of  its  responsibilities.  I  leave  It  without  self-re- 
proach, and  with  pride  at  having  performed  a  part,  however  humble,  in  the 
triumphs  and  glories  which  have  marked  the  history  of  Louisiana  during  the 
past  year.  At  Its  commencement  half  the  State— the  portion  ezemptM  by 
proclamation— held  slaves.  By  a  vote  approaching  unanimi^,  every  slave 
lias  been  since  set  free ;  and  slavery  will  never  more  nave  an  existence  m  flMt 
or  a  sanction  in  law,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Justice  to  a  hitherto  enslaved 
race  has  not  ended  here.  The  most  extensive  as  well  as  impartial  and  eqnal 
provisions  have  been  made  for  their  education,  while  our  constitution,  keep- 
mg  pace  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  has  provided  for  their  complete  equality 
jbefore  the  law,  including  the  extension  ^  them  of  the  highest  privilege  of 
citizenship.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saving  that  its  terms  will  Justify  the 
adopUon  of  universal  suffrage,  whenever  it  uall  be  deemed  wise  and  Umdy; 
and  if  the  most  devoted  entnusiast  shall  complain  that  the  doors  have  not 
been  thrown  open  at  once  to  all,  he  must  admit,  as  we  can  claim,  that  our 
6late  has  progrowed  tether  than  ttree-fourths  of  the  norfliem  States,  while 
showing  tenfold  more  n^idky  of  progress  in  UbeiaUty  ef  sentiment  than 
any  of  them.  We  trust  to  vie  in  every  noble  and  patriotic  work  with  the 
best  and  foremost  of  our  sister  States.  Our  State  has  furnished  and  Is  fur- 
nishing, in  proportion  to  the  able-bodi^  men  in  the  State,  a  quota  to  the 
Union  armies  eqnal  to  that  of  any  other  State.  Even  la  the  parishes  within 
the  rebel  military  lines,  we  are  assured  of  the  existence  of  a  union  tbeHiuf  i 
^  while  the  presence  in  our  midst  of  so  many  of  their  best  and  most  substantial 
'  eitisens,  as  refugees,  attests  that  ever-loyal  Louisiana  was  but  deftiiuded 
into  the  meshee  4)i  the  eeceesfcm  movemAut  Not  onbr  this,  tmt  the  retam 
i>ne  by  one<>f  her  absent  eons  to  their  hoBset  andfiresiaes,  which  has  been  so 
marked  of  late,  shows  that  the  embers  of  secession  feeling  are  dying  away, 
and  but  for  a  relentless  military  despotism,  the  rebellion  would  have  ere 
this  cloeed,  so  te  as  LoolalaBa,  or  any  eonriderable  portita  of  her  people,  is 
/Mmoemed. 

I  q^eak  of  these  things  as  encouraging  signs  of  the  times  in  Louisiana,  which 
now,  as  at  the  outset  of  the  rebellion,  can  claim  to  be  fUIly  as  loyal  as  Mis- 
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Bonri,  Maryland  or  Keotacky ;  her  inhabltaats  have  pasMd  the  Rubicon  of 
their  trials.  The  power  of  secession  is  waning ;  its  influence  is  now  scarcely 
felt  among  our  people. 

Our  progress  in  ciFil  reorganization  has  been  equally  auspicious.  A  con- 
stitution has  been  accepted  by  the  people,  which  has  swept  away,  not  only 
,  ibe  1^  Testige  of  human  bondage,  but  all  the  ooncomitant  blemishes  upon 
civilization  which  stood  upon  our  statute  books  and  were  a  part  of  onr  m- 
Btitutions.  The  Black  Code,  so  long  the  reproAch  and  regret  of  the  humane 
and  Enlightened  of  the  world,  exists  no  more.  The  odious  basis  of  repre- 
sentation, which  gate  to  wealth  and  oa|rftal  a  leverage  against  the  mediani- 
cal  and  industrial  elasses^wbich  £iFored,  as  it  was  designAd  to,  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  oligarchy  among  American  freemen— is  removed  at  once, 
without  the*  necessity  of  a  long  and  wearisome  agitntion,  as  would  otherwise 
have  been  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  simple  justice  of  equal  re- 
presentation. One  voter  is  now  equal  to  another,  and  entitled  to  me  same 
privileges  ahd  proportional  representation.  Older  governments  and  com- 
munities have  had  to  battle  for  years  without  success  for  tiiis  plain,  practical 
and  essentially  republican  measure.  Our  constitution  favors  industry, 
secures  the  reward-of  labor,  guarantees  Impartial  education,  invites  Imiiu- 
gration  and  will  be  the  basis  of  a  prosperity  hitherto  untold  In  our  annals. 

I  leave  your  chief  executive  office  in  the  hands  of  my  constitutional^sno- 
oessor,  Lientenant-€roveroor  Wells.  He  has  alreadv  received  marks  of  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  of  this  State,  and  Is  known  to  you  sll  for 
his  patriotic  anieoedents.  I  have  full  confidence  that  his  adminlstradon  of 
the  government  will  have  the  support  of  our  fellow-citizens,  without  dis- 
tinction of  party. 

For  myself,  I  shall  never  foTfet  the  manv  and  flattering  marks  of  kind- 
ness which  I  have  received  fiom  my  fellow- citizens  of  Louisiana.  That 
confidence  which  they  have  unwaveringly  awarded  me,  it  will  be  my  en- 
deavor ever  to  merit  and  justify.  Whether  it  be  to  serve  her  in  the  public 
6r  the  private  station,  her  honor  and  her  glory  it  will  be  my  constant  aim  to 
promote,  with  all  the  humble  ability  I  can  command. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  Legislature  to  take  such  measures  as  may 
t>e  necessary  to  provide,  in  a  fitting  manner,  for  the  inauguration  of  Lien- 
tenant-Crovernor  Wells  Into  the  office  of  governor.  ' 

(Signed)  Kicrael  Haiol 

Me.  Balser  offwed  a  joiat  reaolutioa  tendering  a  vote  of  thanks  loliis 
exoelleney  Qo7,  Hahn,  the  preamble  and  resolalion  to  be  published  is  the 
New  Orleans  and  Washington  papers.  The  resolution  was  adopted — ^yeas  65, 
nays  i, 

Mr»  Baum  offered  a  joint  reeohitkra,  ealling  for  a  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  on  Saturday,  the  iih  of  March,  on  the  occasion  of  the  inauguration 
of  Lieut.  Governor  Wells,  In  consequence  of  the  redgnation  of  hia  exoel- 
leaey  Gov».Hahn,  to  take  effect  after  the  3d  proximo.    Adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  a  resolution  tendering  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Gen. 
Sherman  and  his  men  tor  their  success  at  Charleston.    Adopted. 

Mr*  Brooks  oflbred.a  reaolutioa  to  reeall  the  dij  Charter  from  tiie  Senate, 
and  rescind  the  amendments,  which  was  declared  out  of  prder. 

A  complaint  of  the  people  of  Baton  Rouge  against  Mr.  B.  F.  Flanders, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 
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A  petitioa  relattye  to  eslabliahiBg  a  ferry  between  Vicksborg  ftod  DeSoto, 
wMread. 

Mb.  OaAMBKNAxs—l  moTe  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvementg. 

Mb.  Ghbistib— I  would  amend  fhat,-to  the  police  Jury  of  DeSoto  parish. 

Mb.  Pbbsoott— Mr.  Speaker :  This  should  be  "  parieh  of  Madison/'  and 
not  of  ''  DeSoto/'  aa  In  the  bllL  In  the  present  condition  of  our  State,  the 
police  juries  are  not  able  to  act,  and  I  presume  that  It  is  on  account  of  this 
fiiet  that  this  bill  Is  r^rred  to  the  House.  The  House  has  undoubtedly  a 
riifht  to  grant  a  ferry  in  this  locality,  and  since  the  non-establishment  of  a 
ferry  would  be  of  serious  detriment  to  the  good  people  of  that  pectlon,  and 
the  poUoe  juries  cannot  act  In  the  premises,  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  committee  proposed. 

Mb.  Foley — I  move  that  It  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Parochial  Affairs, 
as  the  military  authorities  have  given  this  party  permlBslon,  and  he  merely 
wishea  our  sanction. 

The  motioo  was  carried. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  rejecting  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Prendergast 

Mb.  Van  Tromp— Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  like  to  know  what  great  discov- 
ery the  gentleman  has  made  within  the  last  three  days  that  even  the  genius 
of  a  Prescott  has  failed  to  perceive?  [Applause.]  Until  we  have  positive 
proof  that  the  claim  is  just  and  right,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  motion— 
especially  as  I  am  credibly  Informed  that  this  claim  is  presented,  not  by  Mr. 
Prendergast  himself,  but  by  Mr.  O'Brien. 

Mb,  Pearson — I  am  in  fiivor,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  the  paction,  for  the  reason 
that  I  am  in  fkvor  of  giving  Mr.  Prendergast  an  opportunity  of  proving  the 
justness  of  his  claim — especially  as  I  understand  that  the  only  evidence 
befbre  the  committee  was  that  contained  In  the  bill  itself. 

Mb.  Pbbsoott— Mr.  Speaker :  The  question  involved  is  simply  the  validity 
of  HbSs  claim,  and  in  regard  io  that  point  I  have  a  little  evidence  which  I 
wish  to  submit  « 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Prendergast  has  already 
received  some  three  thousand  odd  dollars.  If  this  gentleman  had  refused  to 
receive  thb  as  full  compensation,  his  claim  might  be  yet  good ;  but  he  did 
accept  it  in  fuU  oompen^o/ion— thereby  releasing  the  State  from  all  fUrther 
payments.  Then  a  subsequent  Legislature,  influenced  by  motives  which  I 
know  not  of,  granted  Mm  a  fUrther  three  thousand  odd  dollars— not  as  a 
matter  of  right,  but  merely  as  a  liberal  gratuity,  and  aa  such  it  must  be  con- 
sidered. 

Legal  gentlemen  know  perfectly  well  that  this  claim  is  barred  by  prescrip- 
tion, and  cannot  be  collected  In  this  or  any  other  State^  and  I  insist  that  th^ 
argument  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  case  of  a  private  IndividuaL 
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I  wish  to  see  this  matter  settled,  fbr  it  has  already  beoome  too  ezpenalTe 
a  niatter  of  legislation.  I  shall  therefore  vote  against  a  reconsideration, 
belieTing  that  I  shall  never  have  cause  to  regret  such  action. 

Mb.  LALoutB— I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Prescott)  if  lie  has 
shown  to  the  House  that  Mr.  Prendergast  has  received  the  full  amount  of 
his  claim?    If  he  shows  that,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  against  this  act 

Mr.  Prbsoott— I  have  been  charged  with  malevolence  towards  Mr.  Preu' 
dergast  I  know  nothing  about  him.  lie  is  a  stranger  to  me,  and  I  have 
no  malevolence  towards  him  or  any  other  citizen— buC,  on  the  contrary^ 
entertain  the  warmest  and  most  friendly  feelings  towards  all  whom  I  con^ 
eeive  to  be  supporters  of  the  government.  I  confess  I  have  hostile  feelinge 
towards  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  destroy  this  government.  According 
to  the  evidence,  I  cannot,  as  a  conscientious  man,  support  such  a  claim,  and 
in  view  of  my  obligations  to  the  people  of  this  State,  it  is  my  duty  to  oppose 
it— and  I  have  performed  that  duty  fearlessly,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so, 
witiiout  expectation  of  reward  or  fear  of  censure.  We  cannot  produce  the 
receipt  of  the  gentleman  for  the  amount  of  this  appropriation,  because  the 
bodies  of  ti>e  auditor  were  buried  by  the  rebels  on  the  evacuation  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  are  so  damaged  as  to  be  comparatively  useless— but  the  appro- 
priation bill  \b  the  receipt.  If  he  had  refused  to  receive  that  compensation, 
the  question  would  be  still  open  and  his  claim  good.  As  far  as  tlie  prescrip- 
tion law  is  concerned,  I  have  read  it  carefully,  and  I  consider  that  it  is  as 
applicable  to  a  State  as  to  an  individual.  I  think  that  admits  ot  no  question 
at  all.  The  remarks  I  have  made  with  regard  to  changing  votes-*with  the 
consent  of  the  House— I  withdraw.  I  do  not  wish  to  coerce  gentlemen  into 
doing  their  duty.  Notwithstanding  that,  I  trust  the  gentlemen— unless  tliey 
are  really  convinced  the  daim  ]b  just,  and  where  they  find  any  such  evidence 
I  am  totally  at  a  loss  to  see— will  not  retrace  their  steps,  but  perform  their 
duty  fkithfullx  and  Cearlessly. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  believe  the  only  question  before  the  House  is  the  justice  or 
injustice  of  Mr.  ^rendergast's  claim.  In  his  petition,  he  states  that  he  has 
advertised  a  list  of  delinquent  tax  payers  to  the  amount  of  one  thouaand 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  squares,  inserted  twenty-six  times,  at  one  dollar 
per  square  for  the  first  insertion  and  fifty  cents  for  each  subsequent  insertion. 

In  looking  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  1856, 1  find  that  the 
jnsUce  of  the  claim  has  never  been  questioned,  and,  by  the  evidence  pro- 
duced in  the  petition,  It  will  be  seen  that  the  charges  were  not  exorbitant, 
but  were  the  si^me  as  made  by  every  newspaper  in  the  city.  I  do  not  see 
why  gentlemen  are  opposed  to  having  it  Investigated  by  the  proper  com- 
mittee. It  was  once  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims ;  they  reported 
favorably,  although  tbey  did  not  properly  invesUgate  it ;  but,  from  the  light 
thrown  on  the  subject  when  it  was  before  them,  they  reported  favorably. 
Some  of  the  members  who  opposed  the  bill  after  having  reported  favorably, 
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hvm  ispnmbd  a  dttdn  to  baite  ih^  bai  fofernei  tntok  to  tiMB  for  %  ikll 
inTMtigaUon.  I  would  alio  state  that  I  wm  informed  bj  a  gen^eami  oo*- 
neeted  wHh  tl^Trae  Delta,  ttiat  when  John  lio6innt»-a«d  all  will  admit 
he  ia  an  boneai  and  honerable  man — wae  eelieiled  to  aign  Ue  name  io  ilie 
petition,  he  would  not  do  it  till  he  had  the  olaim  Oorongfafj  Inreetlgated 
It  wae  invedtigated,  and  he  signed  his  name  to  it,  and  I  know  he  would  never 
have  done  It  nnlees  he  had  been  perfeotlj  satlefied  the  (Mm  was  jnet 

Mb.  liicHai>-I  was  ohairaan  of  the  eommlttee,  and,  having  been  a  prao« 
Heal  printer,  and  pnb|isbed  a  paper  in  the  parish  of  Jeflbreon  at  the  time 
tMs  printing  was  dene,  I  read  the  petitioner's  paper,  and  saw  the  adrertise* 
ments  in  it.  I  have  investigated  the  elaim,  and  I  am  perfectly  satistted  that 
itis  jnstand  legal.  The  members  of  the  committee  who  eigiwd  the  report 
wUhont  being  present  at  the  meting  of  the  oommittee,  did  se  volnntarily, 
and  onl  J  one  has  asked  to  have  his  name  withdrawn. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried— yeas  47,  na3rs  20. 

Mr.  MEnK»— I  move  that  It  be  referred  to  the  Goannlltee  on  Olaims. 

Mb.  Coitfarni — I  move  to  amend  by  referring  it  to  the  Committee  of  tb» 
Whole,  to  be  made  the  x>rder  of  the  day  for  next  Monday. 

Ctrried. 

An  act  relative  to  district  attorneys,  wa^  adopted  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  rales  were  snspended  to  take  up  a  bill  relative  to  persons 
holding  oommisrioos  in  the  so-called  Confederate  army. 

The  bHl  was  read. 

Mr.  Chaimrlair— 1  am  opposed  to  the  bilL  It  disfranchises  a  large 
Bnmber  of  the  oKinens  of  this  Stale.  Besides  it  Is  a  mere  nnlHty,  because  the 
next  Legklatnre  can  repeal  it  if  they  choose.  To  be  t^f  force,  it  must  be  In- 
corporated in  the  constitution,  which  it  Is  not 

Mr.  Lswis^Tbe  gentlemaa  says  U  disfranchises  citiien8--tiiat  Is  exactly 
the  reason  for  ofeifng  It. 

Mr.  pRisootT— I  think  the  bill  is  one  of  considerable  importance.  The 
men  to  whom  It  refen  have  forfeited  allolvil  rights  under  the  laws  of  tMv 
State  and  the  Uklted  States.  Missouri  and  several  other  BtalSe  have  passed 
such  laws  and  I  think  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  their  propriety  and 
jusHee. . 

These  men  have  attempted  to  overthrow  the  general  govemmeat 
and  ruin  our  country,  and  have  made  a  Sahara  of  what  was  once  a  bloomiag 
garden,  and  on  their  heate  be  the  consequences.  Many  members  of  this  Howse 
have  snflbred  the  loss  of  property  and  friends.  Many  have  lost  their  lives 
In  defense  ef  the  Union,  and  It  is  our  business  to  punish  those  who  have  so 
grievously  injured  us.  I  think  we  have  full  power  to  take  such  action,  and 
no  person  who  has  held  any  ofloe  under  the  Confederate  government  has 
any  right  to  an  oflce  in  ^is  State,  or  take  any  part  in  the  great  government 
ofewfersfethers* 
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Ml  act  of  JMHoe,  in  paoiikiBf  tboM  who  htare  TMatbd  tbe  lawi  of  Go4  «ai 
man.  I  %m  nmhugtftbl/  in  favor  of  all  saoh  iogialattan.  I  bavo  pveparei 
a  sadea  of  luBla  whiob  oorar  iba  graaad  not  enbraoed  in  thit  act.  I  hop9 
th€(7  will  meet  the  furovable  oooaideratba  of  Uiig  Honaa. 
'  Uj  hosOlUj  to  tttta  olasB  of  people  can  net er  die,  and  as  Hannibal  awoie 
•ternal  boaHUty  to  Bome,  to  do  I  feel  to  the  eiMndea  of  mj  oonnirj.  We 
have  an  uodonbted  right  to  diafranchlae  them,  and  I  think  we  shall  perfoim 
a  pnbUc  dntj  in  doing  it  fearieoily  aad  openly.  They  ^n  unworthy  of  onr 
conAdenoe  who  have  attempted  the  overthrow  of  the  government,  aad  if  we 
allow  them  to  eierdee  eivil  rights,  their  efforts  will  lend  to  increase  oar  diffi- 
calties,  and  fevive  the  insUtntion  of  slavery,  and  the  status  existing  previous 
to  the  war.  What  lenioBcy  should  we  riiow  them  who  have  not  only  been 
guilty  of  the  highest  crime  kaown  hi  oviniiDal  law,  high  tfeason,  but  have 
committed  robbery  aad  murder,  and  eondueted  the  war  for  a  wicked  porpoea, 
in  a  manner  whioh,  in  barbarity,  would  di^graoa  the  savage  tribes,  of  Ontval 
Amariea?  I  trust  su^  an  act  will  pass  in  this  House,  and  in  every  other 
State,  for  we  should  not  only  puush  them,  but  render  them  powerlees  in  the 
future,  and  I  see  no  other  way  of  doing  iU 

Mjl  Djugax— I  think  the  gentleman  has  taken  a  position  which  is  inoonais- 
tent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  He  is  in  favor  of  depriving  offlceis 
not  only  of  the  rights  of  soffragek  but  of  the  right  to  hold  any  olBee  under 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  who  either  voluntarily  or  through  oompulsipn  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  this  war.  In  military,  as  in  dvfl  govonasent,  them 
are  several  grades  of  ofiloe,  and  aceording  to  this  bill,  a  first  or  second  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Confederate  army  is  forever  precluded  from  hiding  any  offioe 
under  the  government  of  the  State. 

UfL  Lawn— Not  if  he  comes  in  aad  takes  the  oath  by  the  first  of  May? 

Mr.  Dejean— It  makes  no  difference  whether  there  is  any  time  specified 
in  the  bill,  «sd  inasmuch  af  the  pmelamation  of  the  President  of  Ihe  United 
States,  dated  December  8,  1863,  exteads  to  individnals  who  hold  certain 
grades  in  the  ariai^  of  the  Confederate  Statesthow  is  it  possible,  I  ask,  for 
this  House  to  take  aay  steps  or  measures  which  would  militate  agakist  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  ?  The  president  in  his  proclamation  specifies  the 
grades  of  oflBcers  who  are  excluded  ficom  the  amnesty  proclamation  f  he  also 
specifies  those  whom  he  is  wflUng  to  include,  and  bestow  pardon,  on  condi- 
tion that  they  come  within  the  Federal  lines,  aad  take  the  oath  of  allegianoe. 
Can  the  Legtfdatnre  of  Louisiana,  which  is  but  an  atom  in  the  gevemment  of 
the  United  States,  pass  any  law  or  bill  whatever,  which  would  oonfiiotr  in 
toy  manner,  with  the  prodaawtion  of  the  preddent,  who,  in  his  official 
capacity,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  confetred  upon  him  by  Congress* 
reporesents  the  governaMnt  of  the  United  States !  I  say  the  position  is  pie- 
posterous  and  untenable.    So  fer  as  the  horrid  nature  of  trcsion,  the  eriai- 
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tuMf  of  tke  dM4  Is  eonceni0d,  I  will  not  differ  w)tli  the  geotieiiuni  but  I 
•ay  it  is  beyond  the  scope  of  ibis  Legislfttare,  Mid  beyond  our  power,  to  pass 
any  law,  precluding  from  the  ri^ts  Mid  privileges  of  citixendaip  those  who 
are  ^w  in  the  servioe  of  the  rebellion,  and  who  are  not  precluded  by  the 
pracdaoMtion  of  tiie  ppresident  of  the  United  States ;  that  would  be  a  virtual 
acknawledgment  of  tiie  sovereignty  of  the  State— of  the  supremacy  and 
power  of  this  Legislature  over  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  For  the 
reaaoB  whieh  I  have  already  stated,  I  hope  tbe  members  of  this  House  will 
take  no  &vorable  aetiop  on  this  bill,  because  I  think  it  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  power  of  the  preeidebt,  vested  in  him  by  Congress,  and  any 
actfan  on  the  subject,  ^hlch  we  could  take,  would  be  an  assumption  of 
power  which  nothing  could  justify* 

Mb.  CHBum*-!  rise  with  feelings  of  considerable  anxiety  in  regard  to 
the  passage  of  this  bilL  I  am  surprised  beyond  measure  that  the  gentlem^ 
shooM  oppo6e4ny  enaot&ieat  by  which  this  State  will  send  forth  its  flat  of 
condemnation  upoa  those  who  have  brought  us  to  this  deplorable  state  of 
society.  It  is  idle  to  si^pose  that  the  govenunent  of  the  United  States  will 
take  any  action  contravy  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  regard  to  her  loyalty. 
The  geatleaaii  may  say,  we  count  but  as  an  atom  in  the  general  govemmeni^ 
but  ^heee  atoms  make  up  the  body  p<^ic  and  contribate  to  the  support  of 
the  goTemmenft,  and  I  am  opposed  to  giving  these  infernal  traitors  any 
rights  npder  our  Slat^  government  in  the  future.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
act  bat  devotion  to  the  intefests  of  the  country,  and  the  general  government 
will  sever  prevent  the  State  tArom  taking  such  action.  One  gentleman 
SHSfirtn  that  a  fbtnre  Legislature  will  repeal  such  a  law.  They  dare  not  de 
it,  if  It  b  onoe  piaoed  OB  the  statute  books.  I  am  surprised  that  any  gentle- 
man riiould  show  thai  fisellog  of  sympathy— 4hat  regard  of  friendship  Ibr 
theee  devils  in  huoum  shape,  who  aiie  stUl  standing  aloof  from  their  duty  te 
the  State  and  the  geoersl  goremmeDi  Are  such  aien  any  value  to  the  . 
body  politict  They  arej<^Bed  to  their  idols  and  we  had  better  let  them 
alone.  We  do  not  want  them  ;  and  the  State  will  live  and  grow  and  pros- 
per wHhent  them.  This  U  one  of  the  Mils  ttat  oof^t  to  have  been  passed 
the  first  days  of  this  esssion.  The  time  te  the  lion  and  the  las^^  to  lie  down 
togetter,  and  a  child  to  lead  them,  is  not  yet  come.  These  lions  of  rebeUkm 
can  be  Tory  well  spared,  and  it  is  by  such  as  this  alone  that  we  can  reor- 
gaaiEo  a  proper  loyal- sentiment  in  Louisiana.  Let  them  come  among'  us  if 
they  eboose,  if  the  general  government  gives  tl»em  the  privilege  of  remain- 
in  the  country,  but  I  am  opposed  to  their  holding  any  efliee  of  trust  and  . 
profit  In  the  State.  It  i|  the  duty  of  the  people  of  this  State  to  look  well  to 
tbeb  loyalty.  We  have  treasonable  corporations,  schools  aadasyiums. 
Everything  needs  reorganidag.  The  work  must  be  carried  forwavd,  and 
thisisoBlyoneof  the  measores  by  which  we  can  attain  the  end,  andlshaH 
fiiver  the  pissigi  ef  the  bfiL 
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Mb.  Bbood— I  am  sorrj  to  see  aiij  gentleauui  get  np  here  %mA  urgte 
•galnti  the  puMge  of  saoh  »  bill  as  thfs.  It  Is  a  biH  we  want  to  pass  to 
punish  these  men  for  the  high  crimes  they  have 'commUted->ihe  crime  of 
treason  against  one  of  tiie  best  goyemments  fbat  ever  existed.  It  has  befa 
urged  that  it  is  nnconstitntional.  I  thinlc  the  oonstltatioft  clearly  deflnes  the 
powers  of  the  Legislatore.  Article  93  says :  **  Brery  person  shall  bo  dis* 
qalMed  fh>m  holding  any  office  ot  profit  or  trost  in  diis  8tato,  and  shall  be 
ezclnded  from  the  right  of  suffrage,  who  shall  haye  been  oonykted  of  trsa- 
ton,  peijnry,  forgery,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors."  Gen 
any  gentleman  get  np  in  the  lace  of*  this  article  and  say  that  such  a  law  ss 
this  cannot  be  passed  by  the  Legislatore  of  Lonisianat  Daring  tbe  time  of 
the  old  rerolation,  the  same  argnments  nsed  here  were  brongbt  up  in  the 
dtflbrent  Legislatures  in  favor  of  men  who  had  been  guilty  of  treason,  by 
those  who  were  called  toriee.  Must  I  say  that  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
hoMiog  tlie  same  Tiews,  are  tories— rebels  at  heart  T  '  I  hope  sijich  la  not  the 
oaiie ;  but  (his  is  a  test  question,  that  will  define  ike  posiliott  and  sentimeots 
of  eyery  member.  It  will  show  what  you  are,  whether  you  are  loyal  to  the 
goyemment  you  haye  sworn  to  protect,  or  whether  you  are  rebels  at  heart 
Will  you  yote  against  a  bill  whioh  giyes  the  party  time  to  come  asd  take  the 
oa6i,  and  only  punlriies  htm  if  he  revises  to  do  sot  We  wish  to  enoouiage 
desertion  firom  the  rebel  army,  and  any  act  baring  that  tendency  will  be  of 
adrantage  to  the  goyemment,  and  should  reoelyo  your  support 

Xr.  Michsl— I  oppose  the  bill  on  Uie  simple  ground  ^at  there  are  maay 
men  holding  commissions  in  the  Oonfederate  army  who  would  retum  to  ns 
if  tiMy  had  a  ohaaoe,  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  leaye. 

Mr.  PiABflOM— The  supporters  of  this  bill  wish  to  exdude  tliese  men  who 
would  be  willing  te  come  and  take  the  oath  of  aUegianoe,  and  allow  those 
who  haye  come  before  the  priyilege  of  holding  positions  and  yotlngi  This 
is  oAsring  ^m  no  eDOOuragement  to  retum,  and  Is  tut  from  holding  out  any 
Induoement  to  desertent  I  thhik  the  bill  unwise  and  impolitio  tndshaU  . 
TOte  against  it 

Mb.  BoyBB— I  shall  oppose  it  beeaMo  I  beUeye  it  i»a  matter  tAat  belongs 
to  tbe  national  goyemment  Do  you  ssean  to  tell  me  that  because  a  man 
arriyea  here  a  few  days  before  the  first  day  of  May,  he  should  exerciae  the 
rights  and  priyileges  of  a  citinen  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  another  man 
who  eomea  in  a  few  days  later  should  bo  wh<^y  debarred  firom  the  rights  of 
dtinettshipT .  It  would  be  an  outrage  on  the  dtiaena  of  this  State,  and  I 
beBeye  tbe  members  of  this  House  will  not  yote  for  tbe  adoption  of  any  such 
measure.  Many  good  men  are  in  the  Oonfederate  army,  not  because  they 
wish  to  remaio,  but  because  they  are  compelled  to,  so  that  it  would  be  is^KW- 
ilbtefer  many  to  return  within  the  speoiied  time,  who  wished  to  do  so. 

Mm.  Dbjban— I  haye  listened  to  the  remarks  of  seyeral  gentfemeu,  and  at 
first  I  thought  their  intention  was  to  discuss  the  merits  and  demesks  of  the 
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bill  before  nt ,  bat  I  see  they  have  fndalged  in  aojoitiflable  pereonalitles, 
sceosing  members  of  this  House,  who  differ  with  them  in  opiidon,  pf  sym- 
patbj  with  the  rebels  who  are  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  because  I  think  it  is  m>t  supported  b^  anj 
constitutional  law  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  reason  that  it  Is  con- 
fcrring  upon  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  a  power  which 
belongs  only  to  Congtest  and  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  a 
■pedal  act  of  CoAgress.  The  gentleman  would  insinuate  that,  because  I 
take  a  position  contrary  to  his  Tlews,  I  am  in  sympathy  with  those  who  are 
in  armed  rebellion  against  the  govemmeitt  of  the  United  States.  I  am  not 
m^toated  by  any  such  motive,  and  only  oppose  the  bill  for  the  reasone  al- 
ready enumerated.  One  gentleman  takes  instancet  from  ancient  history  to 
aatabllsh  the  point  that  we  should  not  encourage  those  who  have  rebelled 
•gainst  ns^tbat  we  should  pass  Stteh  enactments  as  will  forever  preclude 
tiiem  from  holding  office.  He  has  never  read  history  in  that  spirit  which  Is 
Beeeesary  to  investigate  the  motives  of  the  different  governments  of  antl- 
qnity  in  pursuing  the  policies  they  did.  It  has  been  asserted  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  Romans  to  preclude  the  ciUzens  of  conquered  provinces  fh>m 
the  right  of  suffrage.  I  deny  that  such  was  the  case ;  after  a  province  was 
sahjected,  Individuals  were  appointed  to  Investlgfite  the  manners,  cus- 
toms and  laws  of  snch  provinces,  and  to  incorporate  into  thd  Romam  JurlS' 
prudence  snch  as  would  be  conducive  to  the  welfieire  ot  Roman  people.  It 
li  the  policy  of  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  not  to  exclude  those 
who,  in  a  moment  of  excitement  or  through  Ignorance  have  arrayed 
themselves  against  the  government,  but  rather  to  receive  them  again  when 
they  have  become  convinced  of  tiielr  error.  The  proclamatloft  of  the  presi- 
dent says  that  all  those  who  do  not  occupy  positions  higher  than  a  colonel  in 
the  land  forces  or  captain  in  the  marine,  are  entitled  to  the  beneits  of  the 
amaesty  proelamatieD,  and  can  we  pan  h  law  diametrleally  opposed  to  the 
power  specially  vested  in  the  president  of  the  United  States  ? 

The  admission  of  such  a  right,  would  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
•opremacy  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  over  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Are  the  rebels  in  arms  against  us,  in  hostility  to  the  States 
or  the  general  government?  They  have  declared  themselves  to  be  enemies* 
and  thrown  aside  the  allegiance  which  every  oitiien  of  the  United  States 
aekaowledgee,  and  are  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason  against  the  United 
States  and  not  against  the  State  as  a  sovereign  power.  The  Legislature  of  no 
State  has  the  right  to  pass  a  law  which  would  not  only  conflict  with  the  proc- 
lamatioa  of  the  president  and  the  power  of  Congress,  but  with  that  duty  and 
alleglaaee  which  every  one  owes  to  his  Staite. 

Mb.  H.  C.  Bkloek—As  to  the  principle  of  this  bill,  I  wish  the  House  to 
understand  that  I  am  in  fhvof  of  it  but  I  deem  the  passage  of  such  an  act  by  a 
State  Legislature  illegal  and  unconstitutional.    It  is  something  for  Congress  to 
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aok  npoD|  and  not  tBe  local  Legislaturee  of  tbe  different  States.  I  do  not  Uiink 
there  Ib  a  member  of  this  House  who  seriously  sympathises,  in  any  respect, 
with  the  rebellion,  and  I  believe  that  men  who  have  raised  their  bands  against 
this  government,  the  best  that  was  ever  devised,  should  not  be  entitled  to 
hold  office  either  in  this  or  any  other  State  of  the  Union.  Therefore,  I  am  in 
&vor  of  the  principle  of  this  bill,  although  opposed  to  its  adoption  in  thii 
Legislature. 
On  motion,  the  House  acyourned  until  12  x.,  Tuesday,  February  28tfa. 


Tum^T,  Febroary  28»  1865. 
Tbe  House  met  at  12  o'clock  x.,  pursuant  to  a^oumment. 
Mb.  Orsioh-  -I  move  to  adjourn. 
Carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  30  yeas. 
The  House  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  March  Ist,  1865,  at  18  m. 


Wbdnbbdat,  March  1, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  communica^tion  was  received  from  Mr.  L  N.  Marks,  president  and  grand 
marsl^l  of  the  fire  department  of  New  Orleans,  inviting  the  Geperal  Asaem* 
bly  to  participate  in  the  celebration  of  the  firemen,  on  the  4th  March,  as  fol- 
io ws: 

FmsMKM's  Charitable  Assocution  of  Nbw  Obl&aks,  l 

Secbktary's  Office,  New  Orleans,  February  28, 1865. J 
To  the  hoTwrable  the  House  of  RqnrtsenUxUves  of  (he  Oeneral  AssenMy  cf^ 
State  cf  Louisiana : 

GBBnrLBXEN—ln  bebalf.of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  New  Orisans. 
in  the  celebration  of  its  28th  anniversarv  on  the  ensuing  4th  of  March,! 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  honor  the  procession  with  your  presence, 
ana  witness  its  fbrmation  and  march,  say  fh>m  the  Clay  statue,  on  Canal 
street  Tbe  line  wiH  move  down  Boyal  street  precisely  at  10  o'dook  k.  M. 
The  route  is  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  I.  N.  Marks,  Grand  Marshal. 

Invitation  received  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  presented  tiie  following  joint  resolution : 

Be  it  resolvfd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represerdatives  in  General  Assent 
Uy  oom)en«(2.  That  Mi^  General  Hurlbut,  Commander  of  the  DepariaMUt  of 
tfie  Gulf  be,  and  he  is  hereby  invited  to  be  present  at  the  inangmration  of 
Governor  Wells,  on  Saturday^  the  4th  inst.  and  that  he  be  requested  to 
address  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  session  on  that  occasion,  if  compati- 
ble witii  bis  duties  and  consistent  with  his  inclinations,  and  that  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  five  members,  on  the  part  of  tbe  House,  and on  the  part  of  the 

Senate,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  o«r  worthy  Commanding  General,  aad  to 
serve  a  copy  of  this  resolution  and  invite  his  attendance. 

First,  second  and  third  readings  and  pASsed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  lor 
oonoonenoe. 
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Wberenp^o,  tte  speaker  appointed  t^  following  members  on  said  joint 
eonmlttee  :  Ifeflvs.  CkamberUInf  firooke,  GMley,  Michel  andPoynet. 

Tlie  following  petition  and  reeolntlon  relative  te  tbe  olerke  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Banks  and  Banking,  was  presented  : 

7b  the  honorable  speaker  and  members  qf  Jhe  Skmee  (^f  RepreeenkLiivea  qf  Ihe 
State  qf  Lamauma: 

Whereasy  The  effielent  clerks  of  the  House  Committee  on  Banks  and  Bank- 
ing, Messrs.  Andrew  Jones  and  W.  A.  Valloft,  having  performed,  during  the 
seesion  of  this  House,  a  great  amount  of  worli,  in  addition  to  the  work  pro- 
perir  belonging  to  them,  as  clerks  of  the  above  committee ;  and 

WhereaSf  They  have  ever  been  ready  to  perform  any  and  all  duties,  wlien 
leqoesied  to  do  so^  and  have  for  that  purpose  never  fiidied  to  be  in  attend- 
ance since  their  appointment ; 

Be  it  resolved^  That  the  warsant  clerk  of  this  House  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  ordered  to  draw  a  warrant  in  &vor  of  Messrs.  Andrei  Jones  and  W. 
A.  Valloft,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  in  compen- 
sation for  servlo^  rendered. 

D.  Christie, 
R.  M.  Miller, 

W.  R.MEJBJK8. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Banm  ptesented  tiie  following  petition  relattTO  to  ^e  Pi^viaional 
Court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana : 

WhareaSf  The  president  of  the  United  States  did,  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1862,  constitute  a  "  Provisional  Court ''  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  ap- 
pointed Hon.  Charles  A.  Peabody,  of  New  York,  the  judge  thereof,  with 
power  to  appoint  a  prosecuting  attorney,  marshal,  and  clerk  of  said  court ; 

Whereas,  The  appointment  of  said  judge  according  to  his  commission,  was 
Intended  to  be  temporary,  and  was  not  to  continue  beyond  the  "  restoration 
of  civil  authority  ^  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  State  of  Louisiana ; 

Whereas f  Since  then  the  president  has  constituted  the  regular  coostitntlon- 
ally  reeogniied  federal  eonrts  in  this  city,  Irhich  are  now  in  active  operation, 
and  the  people  of  this  State  have  formed  a  oivil  govsecAment,  which  has  baen 
eneonraged  and  recognised  by  the  president ; 

Whereas,  There  no  longer  exists  any  necessity  for  said  ^'Provisional 
Court,''  and  Its  continued  existenoe  gives  rise  to  many  difficult  questions  of 
a  cenfliet  of  jorisdiciion ; 

And  whereas,  The  best  lawyers  in  the  country  deny  the  oonstitnUonality 
and  legality  of  said  court : 

Betohedy  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  respectfnily  requested 
to  withdraw  and  abolnh  said  eonrt. 

Jos.  G.  BlITM. 

On  mo^on  of  Mr.  Meeks,  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Federal  Relations. 

Mr.  Meeks  presented  tiie  petition  fh>m  J.  M.  Plnniger  and  John  McLean, 
asfioUows: 

7b  (he  honorMe  iSht  Ssnole  and  H(mse  cf  RcpresentaHves  cf  (fte  State  </ 
XomMcmci  * 

The  petition  of  J.  M.  Pinniger  and  of  John  McLean,  loyal  cltiseos  of  the 
United  States,  residing  in  New  Orleans,  humbly  sheweUi : 

That  yonr  petitioners  made  repairs  and  furnished  materials   upon  the 
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Btoftioboat  Algerliie,  beloDj^  to  Uie  State  of  Lpniduia,  and  employed  ai 
»  dredging  boat  in  clearing  out  and  deepening  the  bayous  of  the  State,  under 
the  direonon  of  the  chief  engineer  and  of  the  board  of  public  woits  of  the 
8tat«,  in  the  year  1861,  aocordiog  to  the  biils  hereto  annexed,  amounlhur  to 
the  sum  of  $6872  35,  (six  thoneand  eight  hundred  and  seTenW-^o  douaif 
and  thirty  Ave  cents)  viz :  $5727  to  your  petitioner,  J.  IL  Anniger,  and 
$1145  to  your  petitioner,  John  McLean. 

And  petitioners  pray  that  the  said  claims  may  be  allowed  and  paid  them, 
as  fbr  works  of  public  benefit,  done  by  order  of  the  competent  State 
authority.  • 
And  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

•  J.  It  PiKNion, 

Jobs  McLian. 
6wom  to  and  rubscribed  before  me  tiiis,  the  first  day  of  February,  1865. 

Samcel  Mtebs, 
Second  justice  of  the  peaoe,  parish  of  Orleans. 
Ekqikeer's  Office,  Boird  of  Pdnuc  Word,  ) 
BlTON  R0I70E,  La.,  Feb.  25, 1861.    t 
Sm— Yon  will,  on  the  receipt  of  tiiis,  take  your  boat  to  the  Pelicaa  Dry 
Pock,  at  Algiers,  for  such  repairs  as  she  may  need. 

Tou  will  Keep  everf  liandron  board  while  the  boat  will  be  afloat,  aad  give 
notice  by  telegmph  of  your  arrival  at  Algiers,  and  also  of  the  day  yon  will 
«nter  on  the  dock. 

Keep  only  on  board  what  will  be  striotiy  neoessary,  aad  only  oneskiit; 
^e  best  you  have. 

By  Torbal  orders,  you  were  directed  to  take  down  your  crane ;  yon  will 
take  the  measures  of  thto  timbers  thereof,  which  may  have  to  be  renewed,  lo 
ihat  you  may  obtain  them  from  the  dock  saw  mill. 
Further  orders  will  come  in  due  time. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

L.  Frbmaux, 
Chief  Engineer. 
Capt  J.  T.  Hanlon,  State  Boat  Algerine,  PlaqnCmine. 

Mr.  Chamberlidn  moved  to  postpone  the  action  on  the  petition  until  the 
bill  be  read  to  the  House.    Carried. 

Mr.  Dejean,  chairman  of  the  Comnrittee  on  Judidary,  presented  the  foUow- 
iog  report : 

To  ike  honorable  speaker  and  members  cf  iM  Hofvm  cf  lUpresesniaikou  €f  ^ 
State  of  Jxndgiana: 
Gentlemen— The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  Judioiary  Committee,  beg 
leave  to  report  back  fieivorably,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  an  aot  rdi- 
tive  to  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  parish  of  J^erson,  taSi  aho,  an  ael  to 
regulate  the  fees  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  throughout  the  State. 
(Signed)  Juxxs  Dejkajc,  Chairman. 

Report  received  and  adopted. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  intrpdnoe  bills : 
Mr.  Christie :  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  tiie  election  of  governor  and  lieateft- 
aatpgovtmor  of  .the  State  of  Louisiaaa,  in  certain  oases." 
Mr.  Danel :    "  An  act  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  State  land  oOee.'' 
Mr.  Bovee :    «  Joint  retolutlon  relative  to  tiie  l^oumraent  of  tbet;tonersl 
Assembly  for  six^  days  firom  the  itii  day  of  March,  1865." 
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Ifr.  IfieM  M^rad  toAuapoBd  ib/e  ralee  to  take  np  a  bill  rektke  to  jiBtloet 
9i  tbe  peace  for  the  parish  of  JeffeieoB. 

Roles  suspended  and  bill  pnt  on  its  second  reading  and  adopted,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brooks  moved  to  suspend  the'  rales  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time. 

Roles  sn«pended  and  bin  read  a  third  time  by  title,  and  passed  with  title* 

Mr.  Breckenridge  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to*  take  up  an  act  to  provide 
fbr  the  care  and  safe  keeping  of  the  grounds  and  property  of  tlie  late  capltol 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  at  Baton  Jtouge. 

Rules  suspended  and  bill  put  on  Its  second  readlfig,  adopted,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  put  the  bill  on  its  tUrd 
reading. 

Rules  suspended  and  bill  put  on  its  tliird  reading. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  fill  the  blank  withr  $1200,  and  insert  <*oa  his 
own  warrant"  ,  ' 

Mr.  Todd  amended  to  $3000.  ^ 

Mr.  Baum  moved  to  table  Mr.  Todd^s  amendment.   Carried. 

Mr.  Badger  amended  Mr.  Chamberlain^s  amendment  to  $1000.  Amend- 
ment accepted,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain's  amendment  adoplted. 

Bill  adopted  on  its  third  reading  as  amended,  and  passed  with  title. 

"An  act  to  grant  pension  money  to  the  colored  veterans  of  1814  and  1815,^' 
was  read  the  first  time  and  adopted.  V 

"  An  act  granUog  to  John  A.  Noilly  the  privilege  of  keeping  a  ferry  aoroes 
the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  town  of  DeSoto,"  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Michel  moved  to  reject,  on  account  of  exorbitant  charges.  Carried  by 
a  r!sing  vote  of  24  yeas  and  19  nays. 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Pinniger  and  John  McLean,"  was  read  tiie 
first  time  and  adopted. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  bill  put  on  its  second  reading,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour,  referred,  with  petition,  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  Michel  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  *' An  act  for  the  reHef  of 
JanH^s  Wood,  owner  of  the  steamer  G.  W.  Forrest"  ' 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  bill  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  suspend  the  rales  to  take  up  a  bill  to  allow  fbt 
testimony  of  interested  parties  to  be  taken  in  civil  cases.    Lost 

**  An  act  relative  to  persons  holding  commissions  In  the  so-called  Confoder- 
ate  army,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  discussion  of  the  bin  relative  to  persons  holding  commlMfoa*  in 
iSbe  Conlbderate  army,  was  resumed, 

Mr.  Brooks  offsred  the  Ibltowing  rider : 
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Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  efifbrc<id  agalosi  those  who  can  prove, 
by  two  lawftil  witDeaiee,  that  they  Toled  for,  and  supported  the  UDioa  cause 
at  tbe  eleetioa  for  represcntatiTea  to  the  convention  held  at  Baton  Rooge,  b 
January,  1861. 

lis.  CgAMRBRTJkiN— The  bill,  and 

we  propose  to  discuss  the  re  can  be 

.  no  diversity  of  opinion  in  ]  111.    That 

nan  in  the  House  who  sup  »uld  have 

any  reasonable  objection  t  ig  to  say, 

msatbeeitherafoolorafi  theother, 

because  the  principle  Invol^  >ut  at  the 

■ame  time,  there  is  very  p  e  part  of 

members  to  the  passage  of  we  have 

no  jurisdiciidii  in  the  matter.  The  question  before  the  House  is  one  of  power, 
not  of  principle.  It  is  a^uestion  of  jurisdiction  only,  and  I  believe  I  eta 
eonvince  every  reasonable  man  in  the  House  that  we,  as  a  local  authority, 
ean  have  no  jurisdiction  or  power  over  national  affairs.  I  reason,  to  define 
it,  is  a  crime  agAinst  the  national  goyemment»  and  not  against  a  State.  It  is 
a  crime  committed  against  the  national  authorities,  and  the  State  authorities 
have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  and  can  take  no  cognizance  of  it  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  treason  against  a  State.  There  is  no  law  in  the  State  lor 
the  punishment  of  treason.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  section  10,  article  3,  which  says :  "No 
Stale  shall  pass  any  bill  of  attainder." 

Now  this  bill  is  similar  to  a  bill  of  attainder,  if  it  is  not  one  directly.  A 
bill  of  attainder  provides  for  the  punishment  of  treason.  As  treason  cannot 
be  committed  against  a  State,  nor  State  authorities,  such  authorities  cannot 
describe  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  traitor.  Article  3  of  the  oon- 
ititntion  of  the  United  States  expressly  says  that  the  Gk>ngre88  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment  of  treason.  Now  I  tsk 
tha  gentleman  if  his  bill  does  not  cover  tbe  ground  of  the  punishment  of 
treason  ?  Nothing  else,  ft  is  contemplated  to  act  as  a  punishment  fbr  trea- 
aon.  It  goes  fbrther,  and  not  only  impllea  a  punishment  for  treason,  but  a 
punishment  for  failing  to  take  advantage  of  the  amnesty  proclamation  of  tbe 
president^  previous  to  a  certain  day.  As  to  its  constitutionality,  I  have  suf- 
ficiently proved  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 

States.  Let  us  see  what  kind  of  a  conflict  it  would  create  between  the  State 
and  general  government,  if  we  should  undertake  t6  legislate  upon  this  mat- 
ter^ The  punishment  of  treason  beii^  a  national  alfUr,  interference  on  the 
part  of  a  State  government  would  be  directly  declaring  and  carrying  out  of 
tb*4Detiina  of  State  sovereignty,  because  it  allows  tbe  State  to  legislate,  to 
interfere,  and  to  dicUte,  in  fact,  in  regard  to  aflhirs  purely  national,  wbi^  it 
cannot  do.    This  bill  goes  so  far  as  to  aetaaUy  override  the  psoeiamalioB  of 
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ihe  president,  who  is  the  mouthpiece  of  GoDgress.     The  proelamatton  says 
fall  pardon  shall  be  granted  to  all  political  offenders,  npon  the  condition  of 
their  taking  the  amnesty  oath.  It  does  not  say  before  what  time.    It  cets  no 
limit ;  bat  this  bill  comes  in,  and  claims  for  Lonisiana  the  right  to  say  who 
shall  be  admitted  to  that  pardon.    Is  not  that  an  assumption  of  power?— « 
declaration  that  this  Legislature  is  superior  to  the  proclamation  of  the  presi- 
dent ?    If  the  president  says  to  a  man,  next  June  I  fully  forgive  you  for  hav- 
ing been  a  traitor,  and  will  reinstate  yon  in  all  the  rights,  privih^ges  and 
immnnities  which  yoa  enjoyed  previous  to  the  coqimission  of  your  offence, 
Is    not  that  ftill  and  ample?     But  the  bill  says,  yon  shall   not  take 
advantage  of  that  pardon ;   the  punishment  of  your  offence  shall  he,  In 
spite  of  President  Lincoln's  pardon,  the  forfeiture  of  ail  right  to  hold  any 
office  of  trust  or  profit.    Is  not  that  a  direct  conflict  between  the  two  pow^ 
ers  ?    That  yon  cannot  commit  treason  against  the  State,  is  shown  by  the 
foot  that  there  is  no  law  that  takes  cognizance  of  it  and  no  State  court  that 
can  try  a  traitor.    Treason  is  not  similar  to  offences  that  may  be  committed 
Against  the  State.    Murder,  ar^on,  etc.,  are  crimes  which  may  be  committed 
Against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State,  and  for  that  reason  the  governor  can 
pardon  such  offenders,  bnt  he  cannot  pardon  a  traitor,  because  bis  off«oce  la 
committed  against  the  national  authority,  and  not  against  the  State.    The  proc- 
lamation of  the  president  extends  pardon  to  all  upon  a  certain  condition,  and 
if  persons  comply  with  that  condition,  they  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to  all  the 
rights,  privileges  and  immnnites  which  they  enjoyed  previous  to  the  commls^ 
sion  of  their  offence.    This  question  has  been  agitated  in  Congress.    The 
committee  on  the  reconstruction  of  States,  reported  a  bill  in  Congress  author^ 
i^ng  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  incorporate  in  its  constitution,  which  Is  the 
organic  law  of  the  State,  this  provision,  '*that  no  one  shall  hold  office  or 
vote  who  has  held  a  commission  in  the  Confederate  service."    As  a  matter  of 
course,  that  State  has  power  to  act  on  that  qnestion,  becaase  it  has  received 
permission  from  Congress,  the  supreme  power  of  the  land,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture incorporated  that  provision  into  the  organic  law.    It  seems  to  me,  that 
there  are  persons  in  this  Legislature  who,  becaase  they  occupy  the  place  of 
representatives  of  the  people,  suppose  their  power  is  unlimited.    That  Is 
simply  ridiculous.    The  constitntion  of  onr  own  State  and  the  United  States 
are  the  guides  by  which  we  are  to  be  directed,  and  if  we  go  beyond  their 
provisions,  we  transgress  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  our  act  is  nidi 
And  void. 

Mb.  BBOOxa—The  gentleman  denies  the  jnrlsdiotloa  of  the  State,  In  regard 
to  disfranchising  certain  parties ;  but  I  think  our  constitntion  gives  us  ftill 
jurisdiction  in  this  matter.  Article  16  says :  *'  The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  pass  laws  extending  suffrage  to  such  other  persons,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  as  by  military  service,  by  taxation  to  support  the  govern, 
inent,  or  by  Intellectual  fitness,  may  be  deemed  entitled  thereto.''  If  the  State 
b25 
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has  power  to  franchise  citizens,  I  consider  it  has  eqtial  power  to  disfranchise 
them.  Article  87  says  :  *'  Judgments  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  extend 
only  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  from  holding  any  office  of 
honor,  trust  or  profit  under  the  St^te ;  but  convicted  parties  shall  neverthf- 
less  be  subject  to  indictment  and  punishment  according  to  law.'*  They  are 
disqualified  from  holding  office,  and,  if  I  understand  the  nature  of  this  bill, 
*  it  is  to  disqualify  certain  parties  from  holding  office,  and  keep  them  out  of 
power  in  the  State.  If  these  men  had  not  been  in  power  before  the  war,  we 
should  never  have  had 'this  difficulty,  and  now  we  want  to  enact  such  a  law 
as  will  prevent  them  from  assuming  power  again,  and  clreating  dit^cord  and 
trouble.  The  gentleman  tallis  of  treason,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  bill 
convicting  parties  of  treason.  It  merely  disfranchises  or  prevents  certain 
persons  from  holding  offices.  Treason  against  the  United  States  is  an  offence 
against  every  part  of  the  country,  and  against  this  State,  and  is  considered 
such.  A  bill  of  attainder  is  one  that  prevents  the  heirs  of  persons  convicted 
of  treason  from  enjoying  the  rights  of  heii-sbip.  This  bill  has  no  provision 
of  that  kind.  I  contend  that  this  bill  does  not  conflict  with  the  proclamation 
of  the  piesident  The  State  has  certain  powers,  and  the  president  issued  his 
proclamation  for  a  particular  purpose,  at  a  time  when  it  was  necessary  to  da 
so.  After  its  mission  is  accomplished,  we  can  act  as  though  it  never  existed. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  consider  this  matter  well,  for  the  relations  existing 
between  the  States  and  the  general  government  are  very  peculiar ;  but  I 
think  the  passage  of  this  will  violate  no  proviHion  of  the  constitution.  I 
trust  the  amendment  or  rider  I  have  offered  will  be  favorably  received. 

Mr.  Ghristib — I  have  no  particular  objections  to  the  rider,  and  it  seems 
to  me  this  is  a  plain  and  simple  question.  The  idea  that  gentlemen  have 
intended  to  convey  in  regard  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  any  act,  on  the 
pai  t  of  this  State,  to  punish  those  who  have  acted  with  violence  towards  the 
people  of  this  State,  seems  to  me  to  be  perfectly  absurd.  There  is  nothing 
in  this  bill  that  pretends  to  interfere  with,  \}T  conflict  in  any  manner  with  the 
constitutional  provisions  under  which  we  live  as  a  State,  but  there  is  some- 
thing there  that  is  intended  to  reach  those  who  have  acted  wrongfiilly  towards 
the  people  of  the  State  of  Louisiaua.  We  have  a  right  io  punish  those  who 
have  committed  crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  and  against  the  State.  Shall 
these  parties  who  have  annulled,  as  they  have  done,  their  rights  of  citisett- 
ship,  and  destroyed  the  interests  of  the  State,  be  awarded  a  premium  and 
commended  for  their  proceedings  ?  I  trust  not,  and  I  hope  the  time  has  oome 
when  a  proper  punishment  will  be  meted  out  to  all  snch  persons.  The  geo 
tleman  tells  you  there  is  no  such  thing  as  treason  against  the  State ;  bnt  I 
differ  with  him  and  believe  that  there  not  only  Is  such  an  offence,  but  that 
States  have  a  right  to  punish  the  offendei-s.  Article  18  of  the  constitution 
Bays :  *'  No  pauper,  no  person  under  interdiction,  nor  under  conviction  of 
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tDj  crime  ponfehable  with  bard  labor,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  eleo- 
tlon  io  this  State/' 

That  recognizes* the  principle  of  interdiction  and  pnnfpbment  for  crime. 
Article  91  is  directly  to  the  point  and  says :  **  Treason  against  the  State  shall 
consist  only  in  levying  war  agaiust,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on 
the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  bis  own  confession 
]n  open  court.''  Here  is  a  consUtutionaV  provision  nnder  which  treason 
against  the  State  can  be  punisheil,  and  the  Legislature  is  the  proper  power 
to  decide  upon  this  punishment  Tet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  are  told 
ibere  is  no  £uch  thing  as  treason  against  a  State.  In  article  93  we  are  told 
that  ^  every  person  ahall  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  of  trjst  or 
profit  in  this  State,  and  shall  be  excluded  firom  the  right  of  suffrage,  who 
•ball  have  been  convicted  of  treason,  peijury,  forgery,  bribery  or  other 
high  crimes  or  misdemeanors.''  Are  these  men  who  are  holding  cnuimisi^iona 
In  the  Confederate  army  and  taking  the  lives  of  your  friends,  the  soldiers 
of  the  Union,  committing  no  crime  T  I  think  they  are,  and  I  believe  it  Is 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  House  to  prescribe  the  degree  of  punibhment 

The  constitution  says :  **  All  penalties  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence." .  Is  this  punishment  unusuul,  harsh,  or  unfeeling  ?  I  think 
no  gentleman  will  assert  that  it  is.  We  have  been  told  that  such  action  will 
interfere  with  the  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  a  loyal  man  in  Louisiana  tbut  would,  for  any  consideration,  atr^^mpt  to 
interfere  in  this  respect.  We  are  not  here  to  oppose  the  president,  but  to 
defend  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  and  prescribe  laws  for 
offences  committed  by  the  sons  of  Louisiana,  and  not  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  the  proclamations  of  the  president  We  all  know  whit  these 
are ;  they  are  absolutely  necessary  war  measures,  and  their  effect  ends  with 
the  war.  Whenever  peace  is  declared,  and  the  traitors  submit  to  the  power 
of  the  authorities,  then  the  power  of  these  proclamations  will  cease.  I  think 
the  State  of  Louisiana  should  take  some  action  to  prevent  treason  firom  dls- 
trasting  our  country  again — some  action  by  which  the  loyalty  of  Louisiana 
will  be  unquestioned  in  the  future.  The  gentleman  tells  you  this  treason  la 
a  matter  of  momentary  excitement  and  impulse.  That  is  a  most  erroneona 
idea.  Treason  has  been  fostered  and  educated  for  thirty  years,  and  has  been 
disseminated  broadcast  through  the  land,  and  yon  all  know  to  what  it  has 
brought  ns  at  last  Shall  we  decide  that  we  ought  not  to  take  any  steps  by 
wliich  to  guard  against  it  in  the  future?  or  shall  we  legislate  in  such  a  man- 
ner ss  to  bring  about  not  only  a  reorganization  of  the  State  government,  hot 
of  society  generally?  I  have  told  you  that  your  colleges,  schools  and 
academies  were  the  nurseries  of  treason,  and  now  let  na  adopt  some  measnrt 
by  which  this  pernicious  influence  will  be  counteracted.  Will  you  let  theM 
men  go  tree  and  unpunished,  who  are  the  declared  enemies  of  the  goven- 
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ment  T— who  would  cut  jour  throats  io  this  hall,  were  thej  here  to  do  if 
Thf*j  have  annulled  all  the  rights  of  ciUct'nship,  and  have  no  claim  od  tht 
oountry  they  have  attempted  to  ruin.  Instead  of  opposing  this  bill,  I  would 
f  0  farther,  and  disfranchise  every  infamous  scoundrel  wbo  opposes  the  reor- 
ganization of  government  in  our  midst.  Our  papers  are  fbll  ot  &Ise  and 
•landtring  articles,  pandering  to  the  appetite  of  treason.  I  do  not  tbiolL  the 
members  of  this  House  deserve  this  amount  of  abuse  for  their  efforts  to  elTect 
the  reorganization  of  society  In  Louiftiana. 

To  concHide  :  my  feelings  are  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  I  shall  vote  io  favor 
of  it ;  and  I  believe  that  the  members  of  this  House,  in  taking  the  same 
oourne,  will  only  do  themselves  justice,  and  do  their  duty  to  the  State  and 
general  goivemment. 

If  R.  WATKKtf — I  move  we  adjourn. 

Lost 

Mk.  Prbscott— I  do  not  intend  to  detain  this  House  long,  and  shall  conflne 
myself  to  the  consideration  of  the  !egal  bearing  of  the  question. 

Most  of  what  I  have  heard  I  consider  mere  declamation,  and  of  no  effect 
in  arguing  the  real  points  of  this  bill.  I  do  not  apply  this  remark  to  the 
geoticinan  who  first  addressed  the  House,  (Mr.  Chamberlain,)  and  I  agree 
with  him  fully,  with  the  exception  of  his  position  that  treason  cannot  he 
committed  against  a  State.  I  hope  to  disprove  that  The  question  is  one 
that  cannot  be  settled  by  mere  declamution,  assertions  or  exprefS'onS'of 
opinion.  It  is  purely  a  legal  question,  involving  the  concurrent  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  this  or  any  other  State.  During  the  revolutioo,  til 
the  States  had  power  to  punish  treason,  and  did  pass  such  laws.  The  United 
Statics  never  confiscated  any  property,  but  proceeded  against  the  liv(*s  of 
individu-ils— the  power  to  disfranchise  being  held  by  the  States.  An  examin- 
ation of  the  statute  books  of  New  Jersey  and  other  Slates  will  furnish  the 
proof  of  this  statement  The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Sutes  show  that  at  that  lime  the  States  possessed  this  power,  and  exercised 
U  to  the  fullest  extent  The  question  might  arise,  whether  this  authority  was 
not  dvrived  from  the  articles  of  confederation.  I  do  not  cionsider  these 
articles  of  confederation  abrogated  by  the  constitution  ;  but  that  is  not  the 
question  to  discuss  now»  for  we  are  acting  under  the  constitution,  and  not  the 
articles  of  confederation.  I  must  take  exception  to  the  remark,  that  a  pef^ 
«oa  cannot  commit  treason  against  a  State.  The  decision  of  the  Saprene 
Court  in  relation  to  €rov.  Dorr,  of  Rhode  Island,  shows  conclusively  that 
treason  can  be  oomoiitted  against  a  State.  But  the  only  question  that  can 
Arise  is  this:  Have  we  authority  to  punish  treason?  I  think  it  necessarily 
.  follows,  that  this  State  and  the  United  States  have  concurrent  jurisdIctioD, 
but  the  United  States  being  the  superior  power,  Congress  is  superior  to  thii 
Legislature,  and  consequently  the  power  which  might  be  exercised  by  this 
3tate,  hi  prohibiiCdby  the  same  power  granted  to  Congreea.    This  Is  really 
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tbe  only  qaestion  ioFolved  in  the  discussion.  I  conid  read  nnmerous  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  to  show  the  superior  jurisdiction  o  Congress  over 
the  State  Legislatures. 

The  right  to  legislate  In  this  matter  is  granted  to  the  State,  but  the  same 
power  is  granted  also  to  Congress,  and  wherever  they  would  wit*h  to  exer- 
cise that  power  concurrently,  the  power  of  the  State  must  yield  to  the  United 
States,  and  cannot  be  exercised,  becaus»^  the  right  has  been  previously  exer- 
cised by  the  United  States.  Our  exercise  of  that  power  is  forever  prohibited, 
at  least  until  the  United  States  shall  withdraw  the  power  used  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

That  it  is  necessary  to  take  action  in  this  matter,  I  firmly  believe.  The 
report  uf  the  committee  on  the  rebellious  States  In  Congress  throws  some 
light  on  the  subject  and  suggests  the  course  t  j  be  taken.  Let  us  tecrislite  in  a 
proper  manner,  in  conformity  with  the  laws  already  made  and  provided  in 
this  State,  und  not  pass  any  act  that  will  be  in  cotflict  with  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  No  matter  how  correct  they  may  be  in  principle,  or 
desirnble  in  effect,  still  if  they  do  not  strictly  conform  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Unit»*d  States,  and  the  acts  of  Congress,  they  are  nnllities  to  all  intents 
and  purposes.  The  diflSculty  might  have  been  avoided  if  the  gentleman  had 
brought  in  a  bill  providing  that  all  persons  who  are  convicted  of  treason  In 
any  co'irt  of  the  United  States  shall  be  disfranchised,  and  prevented  from 
holding  office.  Such  action  would  be  perfectly  legal,  and  if  this  bill  is 
rejected,  I  hope  a  bill  of  that  nature  will  be  brought  in,  for  it  would  be  con- 
stitutional. I  admire  this  bill  in  principle,  but  it  would  be  a  mere  nullity, 
and  1  thick  it  inexpedient  to  advocate  its  passage. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Thursday  March  2d. 


Thursday,  March  2,  1665. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  a^jomnment. 

Mr.  Bovee  presented  a  resolution  setting  forth  the  embarrassment  of  the 
preseut  position  of  affairs,  and  calling  for  an  adjournment  on  the  4tb  instant, 
until  the  1st  of  May,  proximo. 

Mu.  BovEE~Mr.  Speaker :  Although  many  members  have  been  accused 
of  insincerity  for  offering  motions  for  an  acyournment,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
ny  firm  conviction,  that  a  temporary  adjournment,  until  we  can  ascertain 
the  position  of  the  State  as  regards  the  Union,  would  be  for  the  good  of  all 
concerned.  After  learning  the  exact  position  which  we  are,  at  Washing- 
ton, regarded  as  holding.  I  think  that  we  would  then  work  with  a  will,  and 
aoeomplish  much  more  than  in  our  prssent  condition  we  can.  In  fact,  I 
think  that  we  are  now  proceeding  with  a  great  deal  of  indifferenoe  and  wiCh 
▼ery  liUle  benefit  to  the  State. 

Mb.  Prbbcott— Mr.  Speaker :    I  am  most  emphatically  opposed  to  an 
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ft^onrnment  for  aoj  length  of  time.  We  have  tn  herculean  ta»k  to  acoom- 
plish  in  revinittg  the  entire  Bysiem  of  State  laws,  which  are  now  based  npon 
the  right  of  property  in  man.  Then  I  declare,  it  Is  not  safe  bj  any  loog 
a^onroment,  to  run  the  risk  of  our  not  being  able  to  meet  again,  which  aa 
epidemic,  for  instance,  might  prevent 

Perhaps  an  adjournment  for,  say  twenty  days,  would  be  a  good  idei, 
recruiting  us,  as  it  would,  and  enabling  us  to  pursue  our  great  work  in  the 
manner  which  it  should  be  performed,  and  as  I  am  confident  there  is  ability 
•nough  in  this  House  to  perform  it. 

Ma.  Lastub — ^I  moire  to  reject  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  carried — ^yeas  42,  nays  35. 

Bills  were  introduced  as  follows : 

Mr.  Latter  ^  An  act  to  revise  and  renew  the  charter  of  the  Southeastern 
Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Brooks :  An  act  to  define  and  punish  treason  against  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana ;  also,  an  act  f  >r  the  confiscation  of  certain  estates  in  the  State  of  Loa- 
Ittana. 

The  following  bill  was  read  once: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  b 
certain  cases. 

Adopted  on  first  reading— the  rules  having  been  suspended  and  then 
withdrawn  on  second  reading,  by  permission  of  the  House,  as  it  was  found 
that  the  cases  contemplated  had  already  been  provided  for. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  take  up  the  bill  for 'the  relief  of  Dr.  P. 
Yeizer  was  lost 

Mh.  Mioubl— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  the  bill  for  reg- 
ulating the  fees  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  throughout  the  State. 

Motion  carried. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Beldbn — ^I  move  the  bill  be  rejected. 

A  motion  to  table  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  H.  G.  Beldbn>-I  moved  the  rejection  of  the  bill)  Mr.  Speaker,  fbr 
the  reason  that  I  believe  the  fees  attempted  to  be  established  are  exorbitant, 
and  also  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  it  to  be  framed  by  those  who  have  no 
faith  in  the  present  currency,  or  who  wish  to  depreciate  it,  and  postpone  the 
collection  of  these  fees  until  gold  and  silver  are  again  the  circulating 
medium.  More  than  all  th<s,  I  think  that  there  is  an  unfair  discrimination 
iu  regard  to  the  fees  of  gentlemen  of  the  respective  professions  of  the  city 
and  country. 

Mb.  MiGHKL—It  seents  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  gentleman  might  have 
thought  of  some  of  these  objections  when  the  committee,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  debated  the  bill  befbre  reporting  on  it 

I  have  nothing  to  say  about  his  «  currency  "  ideas— they  are  not  worthy  of 
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«ny  answer.    As  for  dlfferencds  of  fees,  I  wish  onlj  to  state  that  they  are 
flubstantially  the  same  as  those  adopted  in  1855,  by  law. 

The  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was  lost,  whereupon  it  was  adopted  on  second 
and  ordered  to  be  eDgrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Michel— I  move  to  reconsider  my  vote  on  the  rejection  of  the  act 
granting  to  John  A.  Noilly  the  privilege  of  keeping  a  ferry  across  the 
Missiraippi  river,  at  the  town  of  DeSoto. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  thereupon  carried. 

A  joint  resolution  reqaestiog  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress 
to  use  their  influence  for  the  re-establishment  of  post-ofBces  thronghout 
Louisiana,  was  adopted  on  first  reading. 

An  act  to  organize  the  State  land  oflSce,  was  adopted. 

The  discussion  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  di8fi*anehisement  of  certain 
officers  in  the  military  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  government  Was 
continued. 

Mr.  Laater— I  do  not  understand  how  it  is  possible,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  gen- 
tlemen to  tbink  of  passing  this  bill  in  view  of  the  recent  amnesty  proclamation 
of  President  Lincoln,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many,  very  many,  entered 
the  Confederate  service,  swept  away  by  by  the -enthusiasm  of  the  moment, 
who  are  now  detained  therein  against  their  wilL 

Mr.  H.  C.  Belden— Mr.  Speaker:  I  must  say  something  against  this  bill, 
which  I  conceive  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  not  able  to  bear  full  discussion. 

I  conceive  thifi  to  Ji>e  a  national  and  not  a  local  question,  for  the  reason 
that  by  a  popular  vote  the  citizens  of  this  State  declared  it  out  of  the  Union, 
and  abrogated  the  then  existing  Stated overnment ;  and  this  being  the  case, 
it  was  impossible  for  them,  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  to  have  committed  trea- 
son against  themselves  by  so  doiug.  The  United  states  then  subjugated  ^uch 
a  sufficient  portion  of  this  State  as  to  permit  that  civil  government  which 
was  in  force  at  the  time  of  secession  to  be  established  anew  under  its  pro- 
tection. The  offence  was  then  committed  in«the  first  place  against  noHonai 
authority,  anc^  that  continued  offence  is  now  being  perpetrated  against  the 
same  cmihorUy—not  against  the  State  (^  Louisiana. 

It  is  therefore  the  United  States  which  must  deal  with  these  traitors,  and 
not  this  State.  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  has  already  issued  his  amnesty  proclamation,  and 
it  we  pass  this  bill  to-day,  we  virtually  disregard  his  authority,  and  vote  not 
to  respect  the  acts  of  him  who  has  been  justly  styled  the  **  saviour  of  the 
American  nation.^'    [Applause.] 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  this  bill,  and  would  not,  had  I  the  power, 
permit  one  of  those  who  have  engaged  in  this  fratricidal  strife  to  again  be 
able  to  precipitate  us  into  so  direful  a  strife  [applause],  but  must  vote 
against  this  bill,  became  I  believe  it  to  be  a  proper  subject  of  le^islatioi^ 
for  the  national  Congress  only. 
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Mr.  S.  fiELDEN~Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  in  favor  of  ibe  principles  of  this  bfll, 
bat  belleying  that  tbe  bill  Is  contrarj  to  the  policy  of  tbe  ezecatlTC,  wbo 
must  have  had  better  advantages  of  counsel  and  opportunities  for  investiga- 
tion than  we  can,  1  shall  vote  **  No." 

Mr.  Woooward — Having  fonght  these  traitors  in  the  field,  I  fight  them 
still,  and  shall  vote  **  No.''    [Great  applause.] 

Mr.  Lfswa  -  Mr.  Speaker :  Those  who  accept  a  commissicn  In  the  rebel 
army  are  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  so-called  Confederate 
government ;  in  doing  so,  thej  renounce  allegiance  to  all  other  governments, 
particularly  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  of  course  to  all  the  States  and 
all  the  people  which  constitute  that  government,  thereby  voluntarily 
renouncing  all  their  rights  as  citizens  of  tbe  United  States,  as  much  so  ss  if 
they  should  go  to  Eogliuid  and  become  subjects  of  Queen  Victoria,  thoof^ 
they  do  not  invalidate  the  right  of  the  general  government  of  the  States  to 
punish  them  for  treason,  or  any  other  crime.  It  matters  not  by  what  name 
you  may  call  this  act  of  holding  a  commission  in  the  rebel  army.  I  care  not 
whether  you  call  it  treason  or  not ;  (the  bill  under  discussion  says  notbisg 
aboni  treason ; )  but  it  certainly  is  a  high  crime  for  an  American  to  bear 
aims  against  tbe  State,  and  our  constitution  declares  that  any  person  guilty 
of  a  high  crime  cannot  hold  office  in  the  State.  How  will  gentlemen,  with 
all  their  oratorical  powers,  overcome  this  naked  fact?  They  admit  that  the 
constitution  ot  Louisiana  does  not  conflict  with  that  of  the. Uuited  States. 
They  admit  that  it  is  a  high  crime  to  hold  a  commission  in  the  rebel  army. 
They  admit  that  tbe  State  can  punish  f<M:  the  commission  of  a  high  crime,  but 
they  deny  the  light  of  the  State  to  withhold  from  rebel  officers  tbe  privilege 
of  holding  office  under  a  government  which  they  have  voluntarily  renounoed, 
and  against  which  they  are  this  day  bearing  arms.  Was  ever  such  an 
absurdity  heard  oft  One  gentleman,  who  first  favored  this  bill,  but  who,  it 
appears,  has  new  light  on  tbe  subject,  refers  you  to  a  proposed  act  of  Con- 
gress, admitting  tbe  State  of  Tennessee  to  her  rights  In  the  Union,  provided 
she  incorporates  in  her  constitution  a  provision  excluding  from  the  right  of 
suffrage  all  rebels  above  the  rabk  of  colonel.  Let  us  suppose  that  Tennes- 
see goes  farther  than  Congress  does,  and  passes  a  law  excluding  aU  rebela, 
does  tbe  gentleman  believe  that  that  would  conflict  with  the  act  of  Congress? 
Does  the  act  declare  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  rhall  exclude  all  above  a 
eertaio  rank,  and  shall  not  exclude  all  below  It?  The  State  of  Tennessee,  or 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  has  the  right  to  declare  who  are eligble  to  offioee 
under  the  State,  how  long  a  citizen  must  reside  in  the  State  before  he  can 
hold  the  office  of  governor,  or  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor,  or  any  other 
office  under  the  State,  to  pius  any  law  not  In  conflict  with  Hie  constitutioo  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  Congress  passed  in  pursuance  thereof 
Now,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nothing  in  the 
laws  of  Congress,  requiring  us  to  grant  the  right  of  holding  office  to  persons 
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guilty  of  bigb  crimee,  Dor  even  to  penoDi  not  gallty  of  any  crime.  Coih 
grees,  it  is  trne,  may  pass  a  law  disqaalifying  certain  pereonB  for  certain 
cnmes,  from  holding  office  iik  any  part  of  the  Unit4>d  Stat4^  but  can  paM 
no  law  compelling  a  State  to  grant  the  right,  this  being  a  question  to  be 
settled  by  the  State. 

One  of  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  stumbling  about  in  the  dark,  becomes  so 
thoroughly  tied  up  in  his  own  constitutional  web,  that  in  despair  he  appeals 
to  the  president's  procl'^mation.  That  proclamation  only  pardons  certain 
persons  on  certain  conditions,  and  restores,  or  promises  to  ret^tore  their 
property.  It  does  not  proclaim  who  shall  hold  oflBce  in  Louieiana  or  in  any 
other  State,  for  the  president  Jias  no  such  authority.  It  is  tnie.  he  may  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  a  law.  as  commander  in-chi%f  of  the  army  and  navy, 
for  military  reasons,  in  time  of  war;  he  may  appoint  a  military  gOTernor  over 
an  insurrectionary  State,  but  I  deny  his  right  to  appoint  a  civil  governor 
over  a  State,  or  to  point  out  the  qualifications  of  a  governor  or  any  other 
civil  officer  under  a  State.  Some  gentlemen  in  this  House  appear  to  imagine 
that  because  a  State  has  no  right  to  secede,  It  has  no  rights  whatever,  and 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  unlimited  power  in  civil  as  well 
as  in  military  aflWirs,  and  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  his  humble 
slaves ;  this  is  the  opposite  extreme  ot  the  absurd  principles  of  ultra  **  State 
rights  "  men,  and  equally  absurd,  although  openly  advocated  by  gentlemen 
who  call  themselves  freemen. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  opponents  of  the  bill  before  (he  House  opened  the  dis- 
cossion  on  a  constitutional  quibble  ;  failing  in  that,  they  tried  the  proclama- 
tion quibble,  and  finally  one  of  them  offered  a  **  rider ''  which,  if  adopted, 
would  kill  the  bill. 

They  all  tell  us  that  they  like  the  principles  of  the  bill,  that  they  hate 
those  who  have  brought  ruin  on  the  country,  &c,  Ac,  but.  they  conclude  by 
telling  us  that  they  can't  vote  for  the  bilL  This  is  what  I  would  call 
damning  with  faint  praise.  I  would  much  rather  have  their  votes  recorded 
in  h,voT  of  this  bill  than  to  listen  to  their  praise  of  its  principles. 

There  is  one  other  point  in  the  assertions  of  these  gentlemen.  They  tell  ns 
that  it  would  be  impolitic  to  pass  such  an  act;  but  I  tell  you  gentlemen,  that 
if  we  do  not  restrain  these  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  they  will  next  January 
occupy  these  very  seats  which  you  now  fill— they  will  bold  in  their  bands 
the  reins  of  government—they  will  repeal  your  laws— they  will  take  back- 
ward steps  towards  that  barbarism  to  which  the  institution  of  slavery  was 
fbst  dragging  the  Southern  States. 

But  i»llow  me  to  say  that  a  '*rider"  cannot  be  entertained,  and  tbApeaker 
will  mle  it  out  of  order,  for  rule  80  of  this  House  declares  that  on  any 
question  of  order  or  parliamentary  practice,  when  these  rules  are  silent  or 
iiieiqili^  Jefferson's  Manual  or  Coshlng's  work  on  Parliamentary  Law  shall 
be  considered  authority.    Now,  sir,  our  rules  are  not  only  inexplicit  on  the 
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8ubject|  bat  silent,  and  we  therefore  must  follow  rule  115.  page  159,  of  Jef- 
fenon'R  Manual,  which  reads  thus :  "  No  ameDdment,  by  way  of  rider,  shall 
be  received  to  any  bill  on  its  third  reading/'    So  much  for  the  rider. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  that  I  have  no  respect  for  these  eleventh  hour 
men,  who,  because  they  know  their  cause  to  be  hopeless,  or  because  ihey 
have  property  in  the  Federal  lines  liable  to  oonOscation,  come  sneaking 
back  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  government  which  they  hate  in 
their  hearts  and  ever  will  hate,  if  they  live  a  thousund  years.  I  have  no 
love  for  the  associates  of  Forrest,  Qnantrell,  or  Bill  Anderson,  who  will  one 
day  hang  Union  men  and  the  next  day  come  into  the  lines  and  run  for  oflSoe, 
and,  so  long  as  I  live,  I  never  will,  by  deed  or  by  word,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, assist  in  protecting  the  interests  of  these  double-dyed  traitors. 

The  bill  was  rejected — yeas  16,  nays  46. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  substitute  for  the  House  resoiutfon 
inviting  certain  military  ofBcers  of  the  department  to  be  present  at  the  loaa- 
gnration  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Wells  a.^  governor. 

The  House  then  a^ourned  until  12  m.,  of  the  4ih  insL 


Saturday,  March  4, 1865. 

The  Honse  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m. 

At  fifteen  minutes  past  12,  the  committee  of  arrangements  cleared  a  pas- 
sage tor  the  gentlemen  of  the  day ;  whereupon  Ex-Governor  Hahn  entered 
the  hall,  escorting  Lieutenant  Governor  Wells,  preceded  by  his  H-^nor  the 
Mayor.  General  Hurl  but  and  staff  entered  at  the  same  time.  When  all 
were  duly  seated,  the  rolls  of  both  Houses  were  called.  A  quorum  having 
been  found  to  be  present,  the  Senate,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Montama^  sd- 
jonmed  until  Monday,  the  6th  instant ;  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  L. 
Brooks,  the  House  adjourned  until  Tues  lay,  the  7th  instant. 

The  exercises  were  opened  by  prayer  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman,  who.  in 
a  few  forcible  and  eloquent  words  invoked  the  divine  aid  for  the  ruler  abont 
to  be  Inaugurated,  returned  thanlcs  for  our  glorious  victories,  and  earnestly 
entreated  for  peace. 

Lieutenant  Governor  Wells  was  then  duly  sworn  in  by  the  Hon.  E.  H. 
Durell,  and  then  delivered  his  inaugural  address,  as  follows  : 

1/^lovD  eilizena  In  enter- ng  upon  the  duties  of  the  execudve  office  of  my 
native  State,  1  do  so  reluctantly,  with  experience  enough,  fh>m  the  office 
I  now  vacate,  to  see  the  great  difficulties  which  surround  me  in  this  most 
important  trust  Although  I  have  tbe  good  fortune  to  have  the  path  in 
whicn  1  am  about  to  tread,  lighted  by  the  successful  services  rendered  by 
my  talenW  and  gifted  predeceraor.  Governor  Hahn,  wi  hout  pretensions  to 
the  oonftilence  you  may  repose  in  him,  I  a^k  your  indulgence  for  my  errorSy 
which  will  never  be  intentional,  as  no  motives  of  interest  shall  leadneasiray 
from  the  path  of  justice. 

The  great  responsibility  which  must  necessarily  rest  upon  me  In  the  con- 
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•titntional  poeiUoD  in  which  I  find  myself  placed,  will  require  more  skill  and 
statesmanship  to  manage  than  you  can  possibly  hope  from  me  and  unless, 
gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprveehtatiTes,  you  give  me  your 
aid,  eonnsel  and  indnlgene^,  it  may  not  be  my  good  fortune  to  administef 
well  the  aflUIra  of  the  State  in  this  her  struggle  for  civil  liberty. 

The  obstructions  to  the  fnll  and  equal  operations  of  the  rerenne 
laws,  cansed  by  a  state  of  war.  the  prostration  of  agricultural  purenits  In 
some  portions,  and  t&e  diminution  of  the  resources  constituting  the 
nsiiMl  wealth  of  the  State,  must  call  the  attention  of  the  executive  to  the 
necessity  of  a  judicious  and  rigidly  frugal  administration  of  every  department 
ot  the  government. 

It  will  be  one  of  my  studied  objects  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my.  office 
for  the  fommon  good.  To  accomplish  this.  I  shall  attempt  to  call  to  my  aid 
the  beat  and  ablest  men  of  the  State.  It  will,  at  all  times,  be  a  pleasant  dnty 
to  receive  the  coiiosel  of  those  who  desire  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  the  State  government 

Ttie  intervention  of  military  law  may  sometimes  become  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  national  interest,  which  precludes  at  the  present  time  the  shaping 
of  any  policy  on  which  I  might  think  it  my  duty  to  administer  the  govern- 
ment 

1  shall  endeavor  In  all  appointments  to  office  to  select  honest  and  compe- 
tent public  servants,  whose  conduct  of  office  will  withstand  the  test  of  public 
scrutiny. 

Senators,  I  Teave  yon  ftom  no  choice  of  mine,  and  take  this  occasion  to 
return  to  von  my  thanks  for  your  courteous  and  di  'nlfied  attention  to  me  as 
your  presiding  officer  ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Infinite  Power  which 
rules  the^estinies  of  man  may  guide  you  in  your  couneili*,  that  your  meas- 
ures may  result  in  good,  and  return  our  people  to  friendship  and  peace. 

M^ioT  General  Qurlbut  was  then  Introduced  by  Hon.  Michael  Hahn,  and 
after  the  applause  had  somewhat  subsided,  spoke  as  follows  : 

Ladies  and  genUemen,  ftUaw  eitiuna  all,  tnmnben  cf  this  Legiskitwre  OMd 
SkUe  cgficsrs  -all  embraced,  however,  in  the  supreme  Utle  of  Aroerieac  oltK 
lens— 1  congratulate  you  [iipplause]— I  congratulate  you  that  the  first  time 
I  have  had  occasion  to  meet  you  i»  on  this  day,  when  after  four  years  of 
most  bitter  war,  the  president  elected  by  the  people  of  these  United  Stitee, 
under  all  constitutional  forms,  again  assumes  for  another  four  years,  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  his  duties.  [Applause.]  It  is  wise  and  fit  that  while 
snch  an  event  is  transpiring  in  our  national  capitol^the  capitol  of  these 
United  Slates,  now  and  forever,  one  and  indivisible— that  this  newly  recon- 
structed State  of  Louisiana  should,  through  its  representatives  and  support- 
ers, meet  to  install  in  office  its  Lieutenant-Governor,  who,  by  operation  ot 
law  »inil  your  constitution  succeeds  the  former  governor,  removed  to  another 
place  of  larger  influence  in  the  national  destiny.  [Cheers.]  I  look  back,  as 
yon  will,  upon  the  years  that  have  pas^d  since  this  war  commenced,  as  a 
period  of  the  probation  and  trial  of  this  country.  We  are  found  passing 
through  a  baptism  of  fire,  out  of  which  the  republic  shall  come  up,  I  trust, 
washed  of  the  gross  and  baser  metal  melted  away  and  gone  with  scoria  and 
slag,  nothing  being  left  but  the  pure  gold,  which  shall  fitly  adorn  the  temple 
of  the  republic  It  is  among  the  lessons  that  this  republic  had  to  learn ;  It 
is  among  those  difflculiies  by  which  Providence  educates  te  people,  that 
this  war  has  come  upon  us.  it  has  been  to  develop  throughout  the  en- 
tire country,  more  fully,  more  completely  aa4  more  absolutely,  the  senti- 
ment of  nationality.  And  here,  gentlemen,  speaking  to  the  citisens  of  this 
State  of  Louisiana,  allow  me  to  say  that  the  work  of  thirty  years,  dlstortiag 
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the  public  seotlmeDt  into  paibs  of  v^rong  feeling,  bas  got  to  ba  undone — un- 
done by  you.  [Applaute.]  All  of  you  know,  who  know  aoythin^;  ubout  ihe . 
bistory  of  tbe  public  men  of  tbe  Aoulb  during  tbe  last  ihirty  years,  ibat 
every  appliance  and  means  of  infltience  th  it  oouid  be  brought  to  bear — the 
press,  tb«*  pulpit,  tbe  bar,  tbe  benob,  aye,  woman  berseif.  and  not  ibt*  least 
by  any  means— have  been  brought  in  to  educate  and  train  up  this  poeple  to 
the  doctrine  which  lies  at  the  very  destruction  of  the  whole  fabric  npoQ 
which  our  government  rests.  Taught— 1  know  it—ttom  earliest  cbildliotid 
to  look  upon  their  obedience  and  allegiance  as  paramount  to  everyibing 
else— all  that  has  got  to  be  unlearned,  aud  If  this  war  does  nothing  elso.  it 
will  vindicate  and  sustain  the  supreme  and  permanent  autuority  of  the  na- 
tional government  over  everything  elne.  [Applause.]  The  submitting  to  it 
in  the  regular  constitutional  exercise  of  its  functions— before  us.  tbe  nation 
—before  tbe  nation,  nothing  but  God.  These  are  among  the  duties  which 
fall  upon  the  citizens  of  the  South  ;  these  are  tbe  special  duties  which 
are  encumbent  on  those  who  represent.  In  legislative  bcdies.  tbe  recon- 
stmcted  States  of  tbe  South.  These  duties  are  paramount  to  ail  others. 
You  cannot  force  a  man,  nor  a  woman,  into  loyalty,  for  loyalty  is  a  renti- 
ment.  and  one  cannot  be  forced  into  it,  any  nore  than  be  can  be  forced  to 
love  bis  wife— and  be  is  a  g^reat  seoundrel  if  he  don't  do  it.  [Laughter  and 
applaiuie.]  But  you  can  educate  the  pe«)ple — you  can  make  laws  which  will 
distinguish  between  the  one  class  and  the  other.  You  can  furnish  instruo- 
tbn,  aud.  developing  all  these  means  and  appliances,  society  oau  be  organ- 
ized on  that  bssis.  Then  women  and  children  can  all  take  part  in  this  great 
work  which  is  to  be  done. 

Now,  some  confusion,  some  mistake  has  occasionally  occurred  between  the 
representatives  here  and  the  representatives  of  this  State  organization,  and 
as  1  am  one  of  those  people  who  never  deal  in  barren  compliments, 
but  speak  the  plain  truth,  1  shall  give  you   diHtioctly  and  briefly  ms  own 

Sersonal  opinion  about  the  rights  of  those  two  powers.  And  1  am  led  to 
0  BO  by  an  allusion  which  I  caught  in  tbe  address  of  the  governor.  All 
g>verniiients  must  have  power.  Power  is  an  inherent  idea.  Power  is 
Yolved  in  tbe  very  notion  of  government  A  government  without  ps^wer 
ceases  to  be  a  government,  and  becomes  just  what  the  secesi>iooif  t»  of  tbe 
South  insisted  tue  United  States  were.  That  power  in  ordinary  times  m 
exercised  by  public  opinion  mainly.  If  it  Is  necessary  to  take  up  some  one 
who  violates  the  law,  as  a  dangerous  member  of  society,  the  sheriff  ordina- 
rily does  so ;  but  when  tbe  danger  becomes  of  such  a  magnitude  as  to  be 
beyond  tbe  reach  of  this  ordinary  civil  authority,  then  the  military  force  of 
tbe  country,  which  is  nothing  under  heaven  but  the  expression  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  general  government,  developed  in  that  channel,  ranst  take  charge 
of  such  matters ;  hence  all  this  idea  of  the  anxiety  supposed  to  be  shown  by 
military  offiot-rs  to  interfere  with  matters  that  properly  belong  to  others,  is  a 
mistake.  The  military  authorities  have  all  they  can  do  to  attend  to  their 
own  legitimate  business ;  but  b«Ksause  there  exists  no  other  fbrce  competent 
to  carry  out  the  law,  they  do  it.  [Applause.]  Whenever  a  Ibrce  exists 
among  your  own  people— whenever  tbe  old  respect  for  law  and  the  officers 
of  the  law  returns— whenever  your  sherilfii  can  execute  process  in  their  coun- 
ties  without  being  sustained  by  the  military  arm  —whenever  this  state  of  things 
comes  to  pass,  none  will  be  so  glad  to  gK  rid  of  the  bnrden  and  charge  which 
are  thiown  upon  them  as  the  military  offloers  who  have  command  here ;  but 
until  that  time«  comes,  fYt>m  tb^^ery  necessity  of  tbeir  position,  they  must 
see  that  some  law,  some  security,  some  fbrce  is  at  hand  that  can  keep  things, 
at  aU  events,  tranqnil  and  quiet    For  example,  this  present  organization,  the 
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State  of  LonMana,  is  an  inatanoe  of  the  ezecntlye  power  of  the  president  As  it 
DOW  stands,  that  power  is  exercised  through  the  miUtarf  offleers  in  command 
here.  The  Oooyentton  which  onraniased  this  State  in  its  present  form,  was 
called  by  military  order,  and  di^ived  all  its  power  flrom  the  military. 
The  funds  that  were  tamed  over  to  the  civil  Sute  offleers,  to  be  disbursed 
by  the  Convention  and  Leidolatnre,  are  ftands  for  which  those  parties  are 
acoonntable  to  the  United  States,  unless  it  is  given  up  to  them  by  the  State. 
All  these  things  then,  so  far  as  they  are  represented  in  your  existence  here, 
exemplifv  tlie  executive  part  of  our  government,  which  operates  through  the 
military  here.  It  may  be— I  trust  the  time  will  soon  come,  when  accepting 
the  constitution  formed  by  this  Convention,  the  deliberative  portion  of  the 
government  of  the'  United  States  may  recognise  and  ratify  and  put  into  fbll 
strength,  extent  and  power,  the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  loyal  people  of 
Lonisiana ;  but  nntil  that  time  comes— until  that  thing  is  done— I  say  it  with 
all  rt^p«*ot  and  tenderness  to  gentlemen  occupying  positions- -you  are  as  yet 
but  the  representatives  and  the  creatures  of  whatever  has  been  done  by  the 
executive  power  of  this  nation.  I  desire  that  this  anomalous  thing  may  be 
closed  up  as  ^rlv  as  possible.  I  state  it  now,  so  that  there  never  may  be 
any  mlsunderstanoing,  so  far  as'I  am  concerned— if  I  shonid  be  compelled  to 
bold  much  longer  this  position,  with  the  control  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  -what  my  personal  views  and  opinions  are  about  this  matter. 

Now  a  few  words  about  your  State.  Let  me  call  your  attention  to  ibis 
fact :  the  resources  of  this  State  are  infinitely  reduced  by  the  casualties  of 
war.  The  commerce  whose  innumetable  wheels  used  to  vex  the  turbi*!  cur- 
rent of  the  Mississippi,  has  passi'd  awny— the  result  of  war.  Plantation! 
which- used  to  bloom  through  your  enti««  land,  nntil  the  coast  of  Louisiana 
was  a  sort  of  a  repetition  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  are  now  dinmantled  and 
broken  down.  Trade,  commerce,  everything  crippled.  Crippled,  remem- 
ber, in  every  instance  where  this  has  occurred,  as  tne  natural  result  of  that 
deadly  poison  of  secession  which  this  people  unwisely  received  and  unwisely 
acted  f  »n.  With  all  these  things,  this  newly  organized  State  of  Louisiana  has 
to  confront  difficulties  silch  as  never  beset  any  community  of  men  before. 
You  have  to  create  almost  out  of  nothing.  Ton  have  to  make  revenues 
wh»*re  the  taxnble  property  of  the  State  Is  reduced  almost  two-thirds.  You 
have  to  hold  the  appliances  and  surroundings  of  government,  and  malntatn 
them.  All  this  you  have  to  do  out  of  a  circumsuribed  territory  and  a 
broken-down  country.  Ilence  there  is  eminent  practical  wisdom  in  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  the  address  you  have  just  heard,  that  the  most  rigid  and 
self-denying  economy  should  be  exercised  in  all  these  relations  which  you 
hold  to  your  fellow-citizens.  Gentlemen,  let  me  give  yon  a  few  facts.  The 
United  States  supports  to-day  14,600  poor  people  here  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans.  The  same  United  States— this  same  military  authority— is  main- 
taining and  keeping  up  to  a  great  extent  nearly  every  charity  which  belongs 
to  the  city  or  State.  The  levees,  on  which  the  lif)  of  your  country  depen£, 
which  from  local  causes  cannot  be  repaired  by  the  civil  authorities,  must  be 
attended  to  by  the  United  States,  and  the  sum  of  $160,000  is  being  kiid  ont 
now  by  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  this  delta  of  the 
Mississippi  fi-om  being  subject  to  overflow.  Now,  in  view  of  this  state  of 
things,  if  yon  desire  to  take  these  matters  off  the  hands  oT  the  general  gov- 
ernment, look  to  it  well  that  you  have  the  means  to  carry  out  the  necessrtiee 
of  the  times,  and  the  power  to  c ompel  observance. 

As  to  what  will  be  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  as  far  as' 
fiiis  State  is  concerned,  I  cannot  say,  bnt  I  do  know  that  nothing  would  more 
fkcllitate  Its  recognition  than  a  strict  adherence  to  the  principles  of  economy, 
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and  the  fleleetion  io  all  cases  of  the  purest  and  b<^  4)iialified  men  for  earry- 
ing  out  the  varions  dnties  cast  upoD  Ton.  This  dutj  beloogs  to  joa,  witboat 
any  reference  to  interest  My  pot^ition  is  simple.  I  know  that  this  State, 
like  otberB,  ix  divided  into  factions,  partiei*  and  sects.  I  know  no  party,  sect 
4>r  clique.  I  have  nobodv  to  advance,  and  nobody  to  put  down.  Every  man 
is  recommended  to  me  simply  by  the  position  that  he  himself  personally 
occupies^  so  for  as  I  can  ascertain,  and  every  man  lo^al  to  the  flag  u'»der 
which  I  seive,  true  and  d-^voted  to  the  cause  of  the  Uni -n.  whatever  he  may 
be  in  his  relations  to  society  and  elsewhere,  meets  me  upon  the  broad  plat- 
form of  an  American  citizen,  and  is  entitled  to  as  much  lavo/  at  my  hands  as 
anv  other  man.    [Applause.]  • 

Let  us  hope,  gentlemen,  that  the  errors  and  shortcomings  of  the  past  are 

Sone.  Let  us  hope  that,  taught  by  the  lef^^ons  of  adversity,  Louisiana  this 
ay,  like  other  States,  may  set  herself  practically  to  work  to  redeem  herself 
from  the  position  in  which  she  is  placed.  I  shall  look  forward  to  it  af>  one  of 
the  brightest  days  to  be  chronicled  in  the  history  of  the  Republic,  when  one 
by  one  ihene  itars  which  have  been  torn  from  our  galaxy,  shall  be  restored 
to  their  proper  places  by  the  voluntary  act  of  their  people.  Hitherto,  as  it  is 
written  io  the  Apocalypse,  an  angel  ft^ll  from  heaven,  and  took  with  him  a 
third  part  of  tbe  starry  host,  so  when  the  men  in  which  this  southern  land 
reposed  conflilence— tbe  arch-traitor  Davis  at  their  head,  fell  from  the  heaven 
of  liberty— they  drew  with  them  more  than  one-third  of  the  stars  that  embla- 
zoned our  galaxy.  But  the  end  of  these  things  draws  niorh,  and  tbe  eternal 
truth)*  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  contest  t^hall  reveal  their  fulfillment, 
and  those  who  have  led  the  country  off  into  this  disastrous  warfare,  must  fall 
ere  long,  as  did  their  prototype,  into  Uie  bottomless  pit  which  no  man  can 
fathom.    [ApplauFe.] 

,  The  flpst  flag  flred  upon  at  Sumter  hss  been  restored  to  its  place,  and  those 
who  held  Charleston  and  its  garrison  have  fled  at  the  mere  tramping  of  feet 
one  hundred  miles  away,  of  Sherman^s  army— show  that  the  long  desired  con- 
summation is  not  fir  di<)tant  Thank  heaven  fcr  that!  This  is  carrying  oat 
the  policy  originally  proclaimed  by  tbe  president  to  restore  our  flig  wherever 
it  had  b*'en  taken  down,  and  to  hold  snd  occupy  each  and  every  place  that 
belongefl  to  these  United  States  within  our  limits  and  borders. 

Treason,  it  is  fashionable  for  many  people  to  consider  as  rather  a  venial 
class  of  offense  ;  but  presented  to  me,  to,my  mind  and  education,  it  is  tbe 
highest.  graveMt  and  most  terrible  in  its  con^quences,  of  any  crime  that  tbe^ 
human  imagination,  perverted  by  sin,  can  device. 

The  man  that  attempts  a  robbery  Is  infinitely  more  respectable  in  my  eyes 
than  the  man  who  wilfully  and  deliberately  attempts  the  life  of  a  nation,  and 
undertakers  with  bis  bands  to  roll  bick  ib»'  very  tide  and  course  of  time,  and 
to  cut  off  tbe  glorious  prophecies  of  tbe  future,  and  to  make  barren  and  void 
all  tbe  suffering  of  the  past—  for  such  m^n  and  for  such  women  1  Jiave  but 
little  toleration.  For  those  who  have  eit'ier  deliberately  themttelves  gone 
into  this  war,  or  who  have  endeavored  by  more  cowardly  malice  still  to 
remain  safely  at  bome,  while  they  forced  others  into  the  battle  fields.  I  have 
no  sympathy  at  all.  [Applause.]  For  the  misfruided  men,  who.  led  away 
by  a  wrong  doctrine,  or  by  belief  in  the  sovereignty  and  supremacy  of  a 
State,  instilled^  into  them  by  the  example  of  those  into  whose  h  mdn  they  had 
committed  their  faculties,  and  stimulated  by  the  various  elements  of  society 
<  that  hive  combined  for  that  purpose— for  such  [  have  abundant  toleration 
and  great  hopes.  I  look. for  the  final  breaking  down  of  this  rebellion,  when 
these  men  in  tbe  South,  who  causelessly,  and  without  any  provocation,  have 
been  induced  by  other  and  designing  men  to  go  into  it,  shall  discover  their 
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error,  and  shall  throw  off  the  incnbns  that,  like  the  old  man  of  the  sea,  was 
riding  them  to  the  devil.  These  men  will  return ;  the  laboring  men  will 
com«  back  and  ocenpy  their  appropriate  posiMon ;  they  will  come  back  to 
the  flxg  nnder  which  tliey  never  suffered  a  wrong,  and  they  wiil  come  back' 
gladly,  becatise  they  have  tested  the  two.  [Gr^  applause.]  Let  us  hope 
tli«*n,  g**ntiemen,  on  this  day  for  better  things.  Let  us  hope  that  ont  of  toe 
ashes  beyond  the  fl^ime  of  this  great  conflagration,  reconstructed  Southern 
society  may  rise  as  dtd  the  Phoenix  of  old,  ftom  its  ashes,  beautiful,  young, 
strong,  vigorous,  hopefiil.    [Applau8«>.] 

Then  we  in  the  Northwest  who  claim  this  noble  river  that  mns  by  yoor 
dty— we,  from  whostf  mountam  side  and  wild  prairies  comes  the  water  that 
runs  here,  have  fulloiiired  it  to  Its  mouth  ;  for  we  own  the  water  and  follow  it 
where  it  goes  (cheers),  when  a  general  feeling  of  nationality  is  establifllied, 
tiien  the  recognition  of  the  supreme  power  of  the  government  of  the  Union 
mnv  he  a  household  word  and  tradition  in  all  Ikmilies  and  around  all 
baartbt. 

iuirt  nation,  tried  by  this  fire,  purified  by  this  war,  made  strong  by  the 
sen  e  or  sacrifice — and  nothing  strengthens  nations  or  men  so  mich— will  be 
ready  to  confront  here,  upon  its  legitimate  dominion,  whatever  of  the  old 
world's  sin  or  shape  may  un«1ertake  to  break  it  up.  [Applause.]  It  may  be 
hereafter — it  may  not  be  so  far  from  this  very  time,  that,  under  one  common 
banner,  these  who  have  fought  antaeonisticaliy  through  this  war  will  unite 
for  ihe  one  common  purpose  of  vindicating  freedom  throughout  this  entire 
continent  [Great  applause.]  For  this  work,  foe  this  purpose,  we  are  all 
ft*i low  laborers,  each  in  his  place,  like  sentinels  posted  to  preserve  free  and 
inviolate  the  great  principles  of  human  liVerty  declared  in  the  American 
eonf^titution.  We  are  here  to  vindicate,  wherever  the  fl.ig  floats,  the  sure  and 
certain  truth  that  none  but  fh*emen  can  live  beneath  its  folds.  [Applause.] 
We  are  here  f«»r  that  object  Tills  severe  process  of  war  is  but  the  very 
knife  of  the  surgeon,  to  extirpate  the  cancer  that  was  endeavoring  to  eat 
Into  the  bowels  of  our  body  politic.  We  are  here,  all  of  us.  to  endeavor, 
with  Hfich  ability  and  earnestness  as  we  may  devise,  to  carry  out  to  the  full- 
est and  largest  extent,  the  great  principle  of  human  freedom.  [Applause.] 
When  this  is  done,  when  that  event  shall  have  been  accomplished,  then,  as 
one  people,  from  the  remote  piney  regions  of  Maine — from  where  the  cease- 
Ipm  surf  beats  upon  Ilatteras,  around  by  the  Gulf,  across  to  tb^  far  West, 
where  California  throws  open  her  gates  of  gofd  to  the  setting  snn,the  anthem 
will  go  up  firiim  all  this  people,  **God  save  the  American  nation,  the  vindi- 
cator of  human  fireedoro.'*    [Prolonged  applause.] 

The  benediction  was  then  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman,  and  the 
aeremonies  terminated. 


TuBSDAT,  March  7, 1666. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment  , 

Mr.  Foley  presented  the  petition  of  Salvador  Billaud,  a  veteran  of  1814. 
asking  for  a  pension. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militia. 

Mr.  CHASiBERLAiN^Mr.  Speaker :  I  wish  to  present  a  resolution  setting 
apart  Wednesday  of  each  week  for  the  consideration  of  bills  on  third  reading, 
in  order  that  we  may  accomplish  some  work.  We  can,  under  this  bill, 
devote  four  days  of  the  week  to  the  consideration  of  bills  on  second  reading 
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and  deyote  one  daj  to  the  clearing  off  of  bills  on  third  reading,  wbidi  I  think 
is  little  enough. 

The  reflolution  was  read  and  adopted. 

Hr.  PsBiMorr— I  wi-h«  If  r.  Speaker,  to  present  a  resolntion,  bj  which  a 
eommittee  of  three  maj  be  appointed  to  investigate  oerteln  reo^t  transio- 
tioos  in  the  State  treasurer's  oiBcn,  with  power  to  send  for  books  and  papen. 
A  few  days  ago  there  were  eighteen  thousand  dollars  in  the  treasury,  which 
of  course  should  haye  been  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  warrants  of 
officers,  members  and  employ^  of  this  House,  but  I  understand  that  a  single 
broker  got  eighteen  thousand  dollar*,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  some  of  whom  were — I,  at  least  was — treated  with  'tiscoorteey. 
These  speculators  have  been  paying  from  twelve  to  twenty  per  cent  diK 
connt  on  State  warrants,  and  I  think  they  can  afford  to  wait  some  time. 
Whatever  my  suspicions  may  be,  I  prefer  to  call  for  a  committee  of  investi- 
gation before  expressing  them  at  length. 

The  resolution  was  adooted. 

Mr.  PBB800TT— I  now  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  offer  a  resolution  instructing 
the  sergeant-atarms  to  procure  copies  of  all  tiie  laws  of  the  United  States, 
enacted  since  1859,  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  State  library  lor  the  use  of 
the  members  of  this  House. 

There  are  many  bills  which  must  came  before  this  House,  when  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  consult  these  worlcs  in  regard  to  them,  and  gentlesMB 
liave,  or  1  have,  at  least,  found  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  access  to  tbem. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  submit 
the  question  of  negro  suffrage  to  the  people  at  the  next  general  election. 

The  joint  resolution  appropriating  ten  thousaiid  dollars  to  the  Charitj 
Hospital,  was  adopted,  when  the  rules  were  suspended  and  It  was  adopted 
on  the  second  and  third  reading,  with  title. 

Mr.  Christie  in  the  chair. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Prendei^ast,  whereupon  that  gentle- 
man, having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Mr.  Bovbk— I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  explain  the  nature  of  his 
claim. 

A.  The  matter  is  so  fully  set  forth  in  my  petition,  that  every  gentleman  is 
conversant  with  It 

Mr.  Prbscott— How  much  did  you  receive  under  the  appropriation  bill  of 
1856,  for  seven  thousand  dollars! 

i4.  I  believe  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  tliirty-seven  dollars. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  receive  that  money  ? 

A,  In  New  Orleans,  I  believe.  I  did  not  receive  it ;  my  book-keeper 
was  the  party. 
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Q.  Too  bad  a  legally  aathorfzed  agent? 
A,  Tea,  dr. 

Q.  Did  he  not  lign  a  receipt  for  that  money  T 

A,  I  was  not  aware,  notil  lately,  that  a  receipt  waa  giren ;  bat  the  &ot  of 
its  being  paid  inppoeea  that 

Q.  Did  jon  or  not  giro  a  receipt  for  that  money,  or  did  yoor  agent  do  so  ^ 
JL  Igayenone. 

Q.  Ton  receiyed,  in  1857,  a  sobseqaent  appropriation  of  three  thounnd 
fire  hondred  dollars.    Did  yon  giro  any  receipt  whateYer,  or  antiioriae  your 
legal  agent  to  t 
A,  I  soppoae  my  agent  receipted  in  both  instances. 

Q.  We  don't  want  suppositions. 

A,  My  agent  receipted  in  the  first  place,  and  I  did  myself,  in  the  second 
place,  I  believe,  bat  not  In  full. 

Q.  Was  that  a  receipt  infuU! 

A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  f^ply  to  the  Legislature  of  1857  in  person? 

A,  I  can't  recollect 

Q.  Did  y^u  spend  any  money  in  procuring  any  recognition  of  your  claim? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Mb.  Folbt— Do  you  recollect  of  publishing,  in  1855,  the  list  of  delinquent 
tax  payers? 

A,  Tes,  dr. 

Q.  How  many  squares  ? 

A.  1114. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  charge  fbr  the  first  insertion  ? 

A.  GoTemment  rates  at  that  day-Hi  dollar  for  first  insertion,  and  fifty 
oeiits  afterwards. 

Q.  Were  those  the  usual  charges? 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Yuu  solemnly  swear  that  you  had  the  work  executed  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  And  that  you  hare  not  reoeived  payment  in  lull  therefbr? 

A.  Undoubtedly. 

Q.  And  that  your  claim  before  this  House  is  Just  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Mb.  Lewis— Are  yon  an  enemy  of  the  Confederate  Stales  t 

Thb  Chaibman— I  decide  the  question  out  of  order. 

Mb.  Ghambbbuuk— Have  you  taken  tiie  oath  of  allegiance  ? 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Mb.  Dbjban— Whan  did  this  claim  originale  ? 

A.  In  1855. 

Q.  Have  you  reeeiyed  any  paymen  ? 
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A.  Yet,  ttr. 

Q.  When  did  70a  reoeiye  the  first  t 

A.  In  1856, 1  belieFe. 

Q  And  the  second? 

A   III  the  year  fallowing,  I  believe. 

Q  What  mvs  the  first  adnoiint  yon  received  ? 

A.  Three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  odd  dollars. 

Mb.  GuvitBflAULiH— Did  you  everretom  to  the  Auditor  ft  detdled  state- 
ment of  tht* State's  indebtedness  to  you? 

A.  I  presume  my  agent  did. 

Q.  D.  1  y  >:i  draw  these  maneys  from  the  treasury  as  a  full  remuneratibit 

A.  Ctiriaiuly  not    I  received  them  on  account  of  the  claim. 

Q.  How  did  you  draw  it? 

A,  My  agent  went  and  drew  the  money. 

Q  U aw  did  your  agent  malce  his  claim? 

A.  I  donH  Iioow. 

Q.  You  never  made  any  specific  claim  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  those  documents  ? 

A,  They  are  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  Connected  wiUi  Uie  press. 

Ma.  PftKioOTT—DidnH  the  Legislature  of- 1856  appoint  a  committee  of 
printers  to  investigate  your  claim? 

A.  I  don't  Icnow.    DidaH  attend  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Q.  Who  is  your  agent? 

A,  Mr.  O'Brien,  my  book-lceeper. 

Q.  Have  you  any  proof  tbat  you  actttally  perHormed  this  work? 

A,  They  are  in  the  hands  of  witnesses  here. 

Mei.  BaeoKifiNRiDaB. — What  objection  had  the  members  of  tbe  Legislators 
of  1856  and  1857  to  your  claim  ? 

A,  I  never  heard  of  any. . 

Mr.  RtQQd.— Was  a  detailed  account  of  this  work  given  to  the  State? 

A,  Yes,  sir. 

T.  S.  Moore  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mb.  Cha.mbs9La.in— How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  6f  tliis  city? 

A  Twenty-Uiree  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Pendergast? 

A,  Yes,  sir.    Have  for  the  last  twenty-one  years. 

Q.  What  is  his  business? 

A  A  practical  printer/ editor  and  publisher  of  newspapers. 

Q.  He  was  publishing  a  newspaper  between  1850  and  1860  ? 

A.  He  was  publishing  the  »  Orieaolan^  from  1855  to  1861. 

Q.  Do  you  know  personally  that  be  published  the  list  of  delinquent  tax 
payers,  in  the  year  1855? 
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uL  Ye8,«lr. 

Q.  How  mao/  iqiuurMT 

A.  1114. 

Q.  How  man  J  timM  w^re  tiio^e  eqnnres  pnbltsked! 

A.  I  doQH  know — was  not  working  in  the  ofltee. 

Q.  Tell  me  what  it  is  worth  to  publish  it  once. 

A*  It  has  always  been  a  dollar  a  suit  on  alt  papers  I  bsT^  worked  ott  in 
New  Orleans,  for  the  first  insertion  and  fiftj  cents  for  erery  sube^ettt  Inser'^ 
tion. 

Q  Ton  know  It  was  published  more  than  once  ? 

A.  I  couldn't  swear  that  tt  was  published  more  than  what  Is  in  this  paper, 
but  have  no  doubt  it  was  published  the  requisite  nnmber  of  times,  from  whil 
I  know  of  the  gentleman. 

Q.  Tonknow  how  long  H  was  usual  io  publish  these  tax  lists. 

A.  Thirty  days— thirty  times  I  Uiink  was  the  taw. 

Q.  Tou  know  Uiat  Mr.  Prendergast  reeefved  any  reawmetation  for  pab- 
ll^hhig  these  squares? 

A.  Notiiing  more  than  what  was  on  the  printed  afBdarit. 

Q.  Tou  don't  know  of  your  own  podttte  knowledge  whether  he  was  paid 
or  not? 

A.  I  couldn't  swear  to  that 

Q.  Tou  know  his  character  well? 

Jl  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  who  is  unimpeachable. 

^  Then  you  would  believe  him  under  oath  or  upon  affirmation  ? 

A.  I  would. 

Q.  And  believe  that  what  he  has  stated  in  his  affidavit  is  true  ? 

A.  I  do,  sir. 

Ifa.  Bboocs— What  is  the  diiferenoe  between  a  "  suit "  and  a  **  square  T^ 

A.  Some  suits  only  make  two  lines,  and  a  square  eight  or  ten  lines. 

Mb.  PoLBT—Then  a  **  snit^  is  less  than  a  "  square?  ^ 

A  It  may  be  less  or  more. 

Mb.  BmecnzmiDOK— Do  yon  believe  that  the  sum  claimed  hj  Ut.  Prender- 
gast was  due  to  him? 

A  I  believe  It  is. 

q.  Was  it  due  at  that  time? 

il.  If  he  says  so,  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  this  claim  is  due  now? 

uL  I  do. . 

Mr.  J.  0.  Prendergast  was  recalled  and  examined  as  follows : 

Ma.  PMsooTT—Have  you  reodvad  jwvpro  rato  firom  the  appropriatlens 
#r  185«,  oa  thebiU  paned  for  yovr  relief,  and  hare  jom  ever  Mnoe  thai  time 
liM  ymur  olaim  before  the  Btrte  Auditor  ? 
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^.  I  am  not  Aware  tiiat  f^plicatioQ  waa  made  to  ik&  Auditor.  I  wu  not 
the  party  that  acted  in  it 

Mr.  Pbescott.— I  want  to  know  whether  jou  made  application  youvelt  or 
through  yoar  legally  anthorised  ageot^  to  the  Auditor  of  State  T 

A,  I  preeume  my  agent  did.    I  made  none  mysdf. 

D.  D.  O'Brien,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Me.  Pbbsooit.— Since  the  last  appropriaUon  act  of  1867,  for  the  reUef  of  J. 
G.  Prendergast,  did  yon,  as  the  legal  agent  of  Mr.  Prendeigaet,  eyer  Uy  » 
statement  of  this  claim  before  the  Auditor  of  State? 

A,  Never. 

Me.  Haeiun.— Is  it  usual  to  present  bills  to  the  Auditor  previous  to  pre- 
senting them  to  the  Legislature? 

A.  I  never  knew  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  it 

Mb.  Chambbeulim— How  long  have  you  done  businesB  in  this  city  T 

A.  I  suppose  fifteen  or  sixteen  years. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Prendeigast  ? 

A,  Tee,  sir ;  since  1848, 1  think.  I  was  his  book-keeper  for  eight  or  ten 
years ;  from  1848  to  18&7, 1  think. 

Q.  Tou  know  then  the  amount  of  his  businesa—wbat  business  he  was 
transacting? 

A,  I  do,  sir  ^  better  than  himselt 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  published  in  1865  a  list  of  the  tax-payers  for  the 
Third  District? 

A  I  do. 

Q>  How  many? 

A.  There  were  more  suits  published  than  Mr.  Prendergast  charged  for. 

Q.  As  his  book-keeper,  it  was  your  duty  to  make  out  bills  against  individ- 
uals? 

A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  bill  you  made  out  against  the  State  ? 

A.  The  bill  is  here. 

Q.  The  total  amount  of  this  bill  is  $15,039.  You  swear  that  you  presented 
this  bill  to  the  treasury  department  during  1856  and  1857,  and  received  May 
22, 1857,  on  account,  the  sum  of  $3,937,  and  June  22,  1857,  $3,005  ? 

A.  The  bill  is  correct 

Q.  Leaving  a  balance  of  $8,097  due? 

A,  Yes  sir. 

Q.  You  presented  this  bill  and  the  money  was  paid  on  account? 

A.  It  was  embodied  in  the  petition  originally  presented  to  the  Legislature, 
in  IsSo,  and  the  payments  were  made  on  it. 
Mb.  LAii(nBB--Did  you  present  the  claim  ? 

A.  I  was  sworn  before  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  waarsfierred.  1 
cannot  say  whether  I  was  present  at  the  discu«ion»    I  did  not  know  tlM  fbnB 
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of  the  appropriation  nntil  I  came  before  the  treasurer,  (Col.  Harks.)  when  he 
told  me  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  sign  a  receipt  He  remarked,  the  appro- 
priation was  made  in  AiU.  I  said  I  had  no  power  to  sign  a  receipt  in  full  for 
Mr.  Prendergast.  I  told  If  r.  Feral  to  that  Col.  Marks  said  it  would  not  militate 
against  Mr.  Preodergast's  claim  hereafter.  On  their  assurance  that  it  would 
not  prerent  him  from  pursuing  his  just  claim,  I  signed  the  receipt 

Q.  Was  the  receipt  in  full? 

A.  I  could  not  telL  I  refused  to  sign  It,  and  Col.  Marks  and  Mr.  Peralto 
assured  me  it  would  not  militote  against  the  claim  of  Mr.  Prendergast 

Mb.  Psabson— Did  you  ^gn  for  the  amount  received,  or  in  full  for  the 
daSm? 

A.  I  signed  for  $3009. 

Mb.  Bbecxenrid&b— Did  you  present  the  bill  to  the  Legislature  of  1861  or 
1862,  at  Baton  Rouge? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  claim  presented? 

A,  I  could  not  tell. 

Mb.  Bbooks— -Was  application  made  to  the  Legislature  for  the  payment  of 
that  bill  after  the  year  1857,  at  any  other  time? 

A.  I  left  the  employment  of  Mr.  Prendergast  about  that  time,  and  hare  no 
knowledge.  • 

Mr.  J.  C.  Prendergast  was  recalled. 

Mb.  Brooks — I  wish  to  know  if  any  application  has  been  made  to  any 
Legislature  of  the  Stote  of  Louisiana,  for  the  payment  of  that  claim,  sinca^ 
1857?  • 

A  Tes,  sir.    Mr.  Leefe,  I  beliete,  presented  It  in  1858. 

^  Any  time  since  then? 

A  I  do  not  know.    I  believe  it  was  presented  to  the  last  Legislature. 

Mb.  Eoav— Did  you  present  it  hi  1860  or  1861  ? 

A,  Certoinly  not? 

Mb.  Folxt— I  more  tiie  committee  now  rise  and  report  progress. 

Mb.  Chambbblaim— I  move  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  favorably  on 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Prendergast 

The  motion  to  report  fovorably  was  carried— yeas  35,  nays  26. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  the  chairman  reported  fkydrably  on  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Prendeigast 

Mb.  Chaubbblum— I  more  that  tha  bill  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  lor 
Best  Tharsday. 

Carried. 

On  motioBy  the  House  a^jonmed  ^n^l  12  il,  Wednesday,  March  & 


Wbdnisdat,  March  8, 1866. 
The  House  met,  punoant  to  a^jonmment 
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Purroant  to  reaolntioa  oflfered  and  adopted,  tbo  Hoqm  adjourned  notil  the 
10th  instant,  aa  a  token  of  ree^e^t  to  the  Hon.^Franci0  tfenratty,  deceased  on 
the  7th  instant. 


Friday,  March  10, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pnrsnant  to  acyonrnnient,  at  12  x. 

The  mioutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Laster  offered  a  resolutioa  relative  to  inqniring  into  the  aheence  of 
Mr.  Decker,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Qhamberlain  offered  a  resolution  to  paj  the  per  diem  of  the  late  Mr* 
Henratty,  during  the  balance  of  the  session,  to  his  family,  they  being  lef|  in 
a  destitute  condition. 

Ma.  LisTBB—I  think  notice  shonld  be  given  to  the  governor,  so  that  a  new 
election  may  be  ordered.  His  successor  will  then  receive  his  salary,  and  it 
cap  not  be  paid  twice. 

Mr  Chamberlain — ^The  session  is  so  near  its  close,  that  I  hope  there  will 
ba  no  necessity  for  a  new  election.  If  there  is  an  election  ordered,  It  wil^ 
take  twenty  days,  and  before  thai  time  the  session  will  be  closed.  It  is  oar 
dnty  to  provide  for  the  member's  family,  which  has  been  left  in  a  destitute 
oonditlon,  as  the  resolution  states. 

Mr.  Lewis — I  ,would  change  the  resolution  so  that  the  per  ^^em  may  be 
paid  until  a  new  member  is  elected. 

Mr.  Folet— The  resolution  is  unconstitutional.  Our  constitution  provides 
that  members  cannot  receive  their  salary  unless  tbey  are  in  attendance  on  the 
House.  The  auditor  will  not  and  dare  not  pay  it.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  do 
this  family  a  service,  let  them  subscribe  for  the  purpose.  )  am  willing  to 
pay  my  portion,  but  I  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution.  I  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  a  resolution  to  postpone  action  on  bills  of  a  private 
nature,  until  all  public  bills  on  the  calendar  are  disposed  of.    Adopted. 

Mr.  Bovee'S  resolution  relative  to  the  House  meeting  at  10  a.  m.  instead  of 
at  12  M.,  was  lost — yeas  26,  nays  28. 

Mr.  MBEKa— I  move  that  the  House  meet  at  11  o'clock. 

Qarried-^yeas  43,  nayi  19. 

A  resolution  by  Mr.  Prescott,  appointing  a  committee  of  three  to  (nveaU- 
gate  the  affairs  of  the  New  Orleans  Dninage  Company,  was  adopted. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  State  Library,  was  adopted,  and- on  motioQ 
of  Mr.  Christie,  150  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  members  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  infrodnce  bills : 

Mr.  Prescott :  <*  An  act  relative  to  notes,  bonds,  mortgages  and  other  obli- 
gations given  fbr  slard  property.'' 
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Mr.  Breckenridge :  "*  A  joint  reBolotioa  requestiog  the  gOTemor  to  rem^Te 
immediately  all  those  who  are  now  holdiog  more  than  one  office.'' 

Mr.  Bollll :  ''  An  act  to  provide  for  the  reviaioi^  of  the  statutes  of  the  State 
of  a  general  character,"  also,  **  An  act  relative  to  jurors  in  the  parish  of 
Orleans." 

Mr.  Bofill— I  move  a  BU9pea<^ion  of  the  rnles  to  take  np  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  revision  of  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  a  general  diaracten 

Carried. 

The  bill,  was  adopted  on  its  first  and  second  readings,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Bofill— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  np  a  bill  relative  to 
jnrori. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  understand  the  only  change  that  has  been  made,  is  increasing 
the  pay  of  jurord  from  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  per  day.  leay 
neither  sum  is  sufficient.  I  know  from  my  own  knowledge  that  a  jury  has 
been  locked  up  since  yesterday  morning,  and  miy  be  until  to  morrow,  and 
certainly  two  dollars  a  day  is  not  enough.  They  are  kept  away  from  their 
business,  and  there  are  very  few  men,  however  unskillful,  who  cannot  make 
three  dollars.    I  therefore  move  to  insert  three  dollars  instead  of  two  dollaii) 

Mr.  Bohll— The  act  ol  March  14th,  1855,  gives  jurcrs  throughout  the 
'  State,  the  parish  of  Orleans  excepted,  two  dollars  per  day;  In  the  second; 
week  of  our  session  we  passed  an  act  giving  laborers  upon  our  public  works 
two  dollars  per  day,  and  I  think  it  is  no  more  than  right  that  when  one  of 
these  men  is  called  to  serve  on  a  jury,  he  should  receive  what  be  is  allowed 
on  his  regular  work.  We  have  a  jury  locked  up  ^ow  in  the  Fin»t  District 
court,  and  I  have  the  key  in  my  pocket,  and  they  have  been  in  uiy  custody 
since  yesterday  morning  at  11  o^clock,  and  I  do  not  think  two  dollars  a  daj 
is  too  much  for  such  services. 

Mr.  BovEii — I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  I  believe  $3  is  none  too 
much.  It  is  a  great  inconvenience  for  many  to  serve,  and  in  some  ca^es  they 
are  liable  to  lose  their  sUualioRB.  They  are  often  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
jury  room  for  a  long  time,  and  $3  a  day  is  little  enough  compensation. 

Mr.  Qarnan— I  think  the  bill  should  be  referred  to  a  commiitee,  and  let 
them  report  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Folet— I  do  not  see  the  neoessity  of  referring  the  matter  to  a  ctm- 
mittee,  for  the  only  change  that  is  made  is  increasing  the  pay  of  jurors,  and 
the  report  of  a  committee  could  throw  no  light  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Boudrkagx — I  will  support  the  bill,  if  it  Is  made  to  extend  through- 
oat  the  State. 

Mr.  Folkt— There  is  no  objection  to  tlmt 

Mr.  Bofill— I  have  no  objection. to  making  it  uoilbrm  throughout  the 
SUte. 
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Me.  Listb&— I  move  to  laj  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Foley  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  waa  lost,  and  tbe  amendment  adopted. 

Mb.  Folet— I  more  to  insert  <'  throughout  the  State,''  Instead  of  **  parish 
of  Orleans." 

Adopted. 

The  bill  was  passed  as  amended,  and,  bj  a  suspension  of  rules,  adopted  on 
its  final  readinf^. 

Me.  Tdllt— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  As  chairman  of  the  Com- 
ndttee  on  Public  Lands  and  LoTeee,  I  have  received  a  communication  from 
Governor  Wells,  relating  to  the  land  office,  with  the  request  that  It  be  read 
bj  the  secretarj  of  the  House. 

The  communication  above  referred  to  was  read  bj  the  clerk. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
Levees. 

Mb.  BoFnx—I  move  to  refer  it  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

Mb.  Bovkb— There  is  no  need  of  referring  it— it  is  addressed  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  CHBisTfE— I  think  an  investigation  should  be  made  bj  the  committee 
and  a  report  made  to  this  House,  and  I  wish  tbe  committee  to  be  specially 
eharged  with  this  duty. 

Mb.  Pbescott-I  believe  there  is  a  necessity  for  an  immediate  investigation 
into  the  ailkirs  of  the  land  office.  I  am  convinced  the  most  stupendous  frauds 
have  been  perpetrated  there,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  vast  quantities  of  land 
have  been  sold  at  $1  26  per  acre,  for  which  the  State  has  only  received  26 
cents.    I  think,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  tiie  matter  should  be  investigated. 

Mb.  Bofill— I  withdraw  my  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Levees,  pre- 
railed. 

Mb.  Tcllt— I  move  that  Mr.  Presoott  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Carried. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  caUed  for. 

Mb.  Folbt— The  order  of  the  day  is  the  bQl  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Prender- 
gast 

Mb.  Lewis — I  Introduced  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  to  postpone  all 
fiirther  action  on  bills  of  a  private  nature. 

Mb  HiBNAN— The  claim  of  Mr.  Prendergast  was  made  the  special  order 
Of  the  day  for  yesterday,  but  as  It  could  not  be  taken  up  then.  It  should  come 
up  to-day. 

Tbe  chair  having  decided,  that  under  the  resolution  the  bill  could  not 
come  up,  Mr.  Foley  appealed. 

Mb.  Cha|IBBBLain.— I  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chafr .  The  bill  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Thnrsday,  and  not  for  to-day.  Unfinished  business, 
in  which  the  House  was  engaged  at  its  last  session,  is  the  order  of  to-day. 
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Betides,  ibe  resolation  adopted  this  morniDg  provides  that  bills  of  a  prirate 
character  shall  not  be  taken  up. 

Tfad  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  by  the  following  yote— yeasi  25  j 
najs,  11. 

A  call  of  the  members  was  demanded,  and  there  being  no  quorum  present, 
the  House  adjourned  until  11  ▲.  m.,  Monday,  March  13th. 


MoND4T,  March  13, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant,  to  adjournment,  at  11  ▲.  m.,  Mr.  Michel  in  the 
chair. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  there  not  being  a  quorum  present,  a  motion  was 
made  to  a4jouro,  which  was  lost. 

A  quorum  haying  been  obtained,  the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  peUUon  from  John  Hoesch  and  wife  relative  to  the  adoption  of  a  child, 
was  read,  and  accompanied  by  an  act  relating  thereto. 

Mb.  Ghambbriain—I  am  opposed  to  receiving  it,  for  the  reason  that  It  is 
unconstitutional.  Article  117  of  the  constitution  says:  "The  Legislature 
may  enact  general  laws  regulating  the  adoption  of  children,  emancipation  of 
minors,  changing  of  names  and  the  granting  of  divorces ;  but  no  special  laws 
shall  be  enacted  relaUng  to  particular  or  individual  cases." 

On  motion,  the  petition  was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  Gralligar  offered  a  resolution  to  rescind  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
Adopted  on  Friday,  postponing  action  on  private  bills. 

Mb.  Lkwib— I  move  to  reject 

Lost— yeas  25,  nays  37. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Prescott  offered  a-resolutlon  rescinding  the  resolution  fixing  the  hour 
of  meeting  at  11  ▲.  m.,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Seymour  offered  a  resolutbn  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  wait 
on  the  governor  and  request  him  to  issue  his  proclamation  for  an  election 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Henratty. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Seymour, 
Chamberlain  and  St  Martin. 

Mr.  Yan  Tromp  offered  a  resolution  relative  to  money  expended  on*  Uie 
levees  by  the  general  government,  requesting  the  Committee  on  Lands  and 
LeFees  to  report  upon  the  matter,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  submitted  a  report,  which  was  received  and 
Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  fkvorably  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Wood. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  lost 

A  motion  to  a^jourui  was  lost 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  0.  Preodergast  was  taken  ap. 

Mr.  Dbjcan. — Vrhen  this  bill  was  iotrodiiced,  a  great  deal  of  oppoatlon 
was  mide  by  a  few  membersy  who  pretended  to  have  investigaliMl  the  jitstlca 
#f  Mr.  Prendergast^B  olaim.  The  evidence  which  has  been  introduced  thews 
to  every  thinking  man  that  this  claim  is  founded  upon  every  principle  of 
Jostice.  The  Stnte  lias  been  bonnd  to  a  contract  which  has  been  proved,  and 
yet  we  find  opposition  to  the  bill  in  this  House.  The  original  docu meats, 
eontfdning  a  list  of  delinquent  taxpayers,  were  offered  here  in  our  presence, 
snd  laid  open  to  our  investigation.  Mr.  Prendergast  came  to  testify  under 
oath  that  his  claim  was  just  and  legal,  and  this  was  substantiated  by  other 
witnesses.  The  obligation  between  the  State  and  Mr.  Prendergast  miif>t  be 
considered  in  the  same  light  as  if  it  existed  between  two  private  individuals, 
because  the  State,  in  its  political  capacity,  is  to  be  considered  as  a  single  indi- 
vidual. Here  two  parties  willingly  entered  into  a  oontract.  Mr.  Prendergast 
has  performed  his  part  of  the  obligation,  but  the  State  has  not  performed  its 
obligation.  His  clainui  were  presented  to  two  dilTerent  Legislatnres,  and  he 
received  a  certain  sum  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  original  claim, 
snd  these  sums  'Te  acknowledged  in  the  petition.  If  we  are  uo willing  to 
take  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Prendergast,  and  that  of  Mr.  0'Bri<  n,  who  is  also 
an  interested  party,  we  have  before  us  a  list  of  names  of  persons  who  stand 
high  in  this  community,  and  who  would  not  perjure  themf%lves  to  eDhance 
the  interests  of  any  individual.  I  make  these  few  preliminary  remarks,  and 
will  conclude  after  other  gentlemen  have  expressed  their  views. 

MiuPsBscorr— The  gentlemen  of  this  House  listened  to  the  evidence 
that  was  given  here.  Mr.  Prendergast  was  asked  whether  in  receiving  the 
$3,500,  which  was  paid  to  him  under  the  apprrpriation  act  of  1856.  he  did  or 
did  not  give  a  receipt  in  fiill.  Mr.  Prendergast  being  taken  unawares,  and 
not  being  tloroughly  posted,  admitted  he  did.  One  of  the  gentlemen  very 
fkillfully  suggested  a  different  reply,  end  he  saw  t£at  he  had  committed  a 
fittal/ouxpos,  but  still  his  admission  stands  good  in  spite  of  any  subsequent 
corrections.  A^  to  the  amount  of  printing  done  we  are  entirely  in  the  dark. 
Be  was  requested  to  furnish  proof  of  this,  but  he  failed  to  do  it,  and  the  only 
evidence  we  have  is  his^simple  ipse  diaai,  which  I  consider  to  be  of  no  value 
St  all.  The  questioh  still  remains  open,  and  members  are  at  liberty  to  form 
their  own  opinions,  and  my  opinion  is  that  he  did  not  perform  that  amount 
of  printing.  The  other  evidence  was  of  a  vague  and  indefiuite' character, 
snd  leaves  us  precisely  where  we  were  when  the  matter  was  first  investigated. 
But  supposing  the  amoOut  of  printing  had  been  done  and  proved,  that  is  not 
flie  question.  It  is  simply  a  point  of  law.  The  act  of  1856  says  the  sum  of 
$7,000  shall  be  divided  among  these  newspapers,  of  which  The  Orfaonion  was 
one,  in  full  compensation  for  the  printing  done  by  them.  I  underbUtnd  a  • 
committee  of  practical  printers  examined  the  bills,  and  pronounced  that  sum 
to  be  sn  ample  compensation.    On  that  report  the  act  was  passed. 
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Tb«  odIj  argument  that  I  bare  beard  made  nee  of  by  ibe  supporters  of  tbU 
•latin  is,  tbat  the  Legislature  In  1857  p  issed  anotber  appropriatioD  bill  for  tbe 
fame  parties,  on  wbich  I  believe  Mr.  Prendergast  received  over  $3,000,  and 
that  act  repealed  tbe  first  I  contend  tb^t  it  did  not,  for  the  reason  tbat  it 
bad  DO  repealing  clause.  Tbe  first  remains,  and  decides  this  question  once 
and  forever  -  that  this  gentleman  has  received  full  compen^ation  for  his  ser* 
Tices,  and  has  no  farther  claim.  The  subsequent  act  can  be  explained  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  an  act  of  liberality  on  tbe  part  of  the  State.  The  State 
was  rich  then  and  could  aiTord  to  be  liberal,  charitable  if  you  will ;  but  it  is 
BOW  in  a  ruined  and  beggared  condition,  aad  cannot  aiTord  to  make  any  extra 
appropriation  which  is  not  based  on  reasonable  groundit.  I  call  upon  this 
House  in  tbe  name  of  the  tax  payers,  and  the  impoverished  people  of  tbe 
State,  to  entertain  no  claim  which  does  not  rest  on  most  IndisputHble  grounds. 
The  decisions  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  declared  that 
a  second  law  does  not  repeal  a  former  one  without  a  repealing  clause,  or 
negative  words  to  that  effect.  The  first  act  of  tbe  Legislature  m  rtgard  to 
fbis  claim  says  tbe  appropriation  is  a  full  compensation  fur  the  printing,  and 
faitbe  second  act  there  is  no  .repealing  clause— no  reference  to  tbe  former. 

All  tbe  gentlemen  who  paid  attention  to  the  evidence  introduced,  will  well 
recollect  I  distinctly  called  Mr.  Prendergast  to  the  stand,  and  asked  if  he 
ever  laid  this  claim  before  the  Auditor  of  tbie  State  of  Louiniana.  He  ad- 
mitted that  be  bad  never  done  so.  In  orde'r  to  be  sure,  I  called  up  lirl 
O^rien.  his  legally  authorized  agent,  and  he  distinctly  admitted  that  the 
claim.H  bad  never  been  laid  before  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts.  This  is 
an  important  point,  and  I  wish  yon  to  examine  it  in  all  its  bearings.  That 
fact  established,  condemns  the  claim  and  renders  it  null  and  void.  Tbe  act 
relative  to  the  State  Auditot  declares  that  *'  all  persons  having  a  claim  against 
ibe  State,  shall  exhibit  the  same,  with  tbe  eridence  In  support  thereof,  to  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Aocmmfs,  to  be  audited  and  settled,  and  allowed  within 
two  years  after  such  claim  ^hall  have  been  made,^  so  that  if  there  were  no 
evidence  by  which  to  rebut  this  claim,  under  the  provisions  of  this  law  it  is 
altogether  null  and  vol  I,  and  we  have  no  right  to  entertain  it  for  a  moment 
All  tbe  points  of  law  are  against  this  case.  ' 

Another  fact  is  this  :  Five  or  six  papers  were  paid  a  certain  amount,  and  I 
wish  to  be  informed  what  would  prevent  their  proprietors  from  coming  for- 
ward and  claiming  under  our  decision — if  this  bill  should  pass— the  amount 
due  tbem  ?  If  these  claims  are  presented,  I  believe  it  will  cost  the  State 
$59,000,  and  I  appeal  to  you,  whether  in  the  impoverished  condition  of  onr 
State,  it  is  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  the  State  to  entertain  such  a  claim  ?  I 
■tate  distinctly  that  I  am  opposed  to  no  just  claim,  notwithstanding  the 
general  poverty  of  tbe  State.  I  am  not  a  repudiator,  but  at  the  same  time 
it  Is  our  duty  to  reject  any  cUim  which  ^  not  perfectly  just  and  vafid.  This 
olaim  is  entirely  baseless.    The  gentleman  has  been  amply  paid,  and  I  think 
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he  has  evlDced  a  great  amount  of  asBuraoce  in  bringing  snch  a  claim  before 
the  House.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  finally  rejected ;  but  if  it  is  not,  remem- 
ber that  it  may  not  be  paid  by  the  Auditor— that  it  meets  a  lion  in  its  path 
that  may  be  fittal  to  It 

If  R.  Harnan.xI  think  the  claim  is  a  just  one,  and  the  eyidenoe  of  Hr. 
Moore  shows  that  the  number  of  squares  set  forth  in  the  petition  were  piinted. 
The  bill  was  made  out  in  the  usual  form,  and  he  was  paid  a  certain  amount, 
and  the  balance  is  still  due.  In  regard  to  the  claims  of  other  papers  being 
presented,  I  would  say  that  they  were  paid  in  1860— every  one,  with  this 
single  exception.  This  bill  has  been  examined  by  practical  printers,  and 
pronounced  just,  and  I  am  in  fkyor  of  paying  the  claim. 

Mb.  Riogs.— I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  former  Legislatures  belieyed 
they  appropriated  a  sufficient  amount  to  exfinguish  the  obligation,  and  are 
we  now  to  investigate  Uie  acts  of  1856  and  1857,  and  hunt  up  all  tiiese  claims, 
in  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  State?  I  cannot  cast  my  vote  for  any 
bill,  unless  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  peri^tly  just,  and  I  must  raids  my  voice 
against  this  act,  for  I  believe  it  is  an  attempt  to  defraud  the  State.  I  ask  if 
the  gentlemen  who  testified  here  gave  sufficie'nt  evidence  to  convince  this 
House  that  there  was  over  $15,000  worth  of  work  done?  I  believe  the  sums 
that  have  already  been  appropriated  by  the  Legislature,  liquidated  the  obli- 
gation to  the  fullest  extent,  according  to  their  judgment. 

Mb.  Van  Tromp.— When  Mr.  Prendergast  was  interrogated  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  whether  he  was  an  enemy  of  the  Confederate  States,  he 
evaded  it  l:^  saying  he  had  tak^n  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
A  resolution  has  been  passed  that  no  one  is  entitled  to  any  claim  against  the 
State,  unless  he  has  taken  the  *'  iron-clad.^'  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  the  judge 
of  any  man*s  feelings  or  views,  nor  do  I  wish  to  dictate  to  what  government 
he  shall  pay  his  allegiance,  but  I  will  never  consent  to  pay  his  claim 
until  I  see  the  evidence  of  his  loyalty  to  the  Union. 

Mb.  Sktmour. — I  think  the  gentleman's  remarks  are  not  germidn  to  the 
subject  When  we  pass  this  bill  it  will  be  time  to  ask  him  for  the  proof  of  his 
loyalty. 

Mr.  Lewis.— I  see  ne  reason  why  he  should  have  hesitated  to  give  a  ^rect 
answer  to  ths  question  as  to  his  loyalty.  If  I  were  asked  such  a  question  I 
should  be  perfectly  willing  to  give  a  positive  answer.    • 

Mr.  Chamberlain —From  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen,  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  their  opposition  to  this  bill  arises  from  personal  motives.  One  gentle- 
man has  intimated  that  the  whole  affair  bears  the  impress  of  firand.  In  doing 
so,  he  must  cast  aspersions  of  deliberate  falsehood  and  peijury  upon  the  three 
gentlemen  who  came  before  this  House  and  deposeid  in  the  most^lemn  manner 
that  the  bill  was  justly  due— that  the  work  had  been  done— that  the  amouol 
charged  was  reasonable,  and  that'  the  balance  claimed  by  Mr.  Prendergast 
jffiB  justly  4ne  from  the  St»te*    Now  the  gentleman  grounds  his  opposition 
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upon  the  Ikot  thai  Mr.  Prendergast  reAued  io  amwer  a  qjaeeUon,  whiob  I  eon- 
■id«^  very  impertinent,  to  My  the  least  He  poBitivelj  declared  that  he  had 
taken  the  iron-olad  oath,  which  the  gentleoiea  have  denied,  wlieiher  it  Is 
becaoae  they  did  not  hear  it,  or  intentional  on  their  part  to  misrepresent  the 
trath,  I  will  not  say.  « 

80  llir  as  the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  that  he  hases  his  opposition  to 
file  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  Legislature  of  1856  passed  a  hill  appropri- 
ating an  amount  to  liquidate  In  full  the  claims  of  certain  papers,  I  will 
Inform  him,  that  it  is  the  usual  method  of  passing  appropriation  bills.  It 
was  simply  in  full  ibr  the  demand  of  the  session,  and  not  for  any  other. 

Again,  he  denies  that  In  their  subsequent  action  of  1857,  when  they  again 
made  an  appropriation,  it  Inyalidates  the  previous  act.  I  will  state  there 
are  two  ways  of  repealing  laws :  one  by  implication,  the  other  by  direct  leg- 
islation. The  act  of  1857  repeals  that  of  1856,  in  both  ways.  If  the  previous 
aet  was  in  ftill  of  all  demands,  there  could  bono  other  appropriation  made  for 
that  claim.  Making  anotiier  appropriation  for  that  precise  claim,  implies 
that  a  portion  of  it  was  still  doe,  which  is  repealing  by  implication ,  by 
direct  legislation,  inasmuch  as  they  did  legislate  upon  tliat  particular  bill 
agidn.  Had  they  passed  the  appropriaUon  in  full,  the  other  act  would  not 
have  been  an  appropriation  for  work  done,  but  a  bonus  or  something  of  the 
kind.  As  to  his  argument  that  the  bill  was  not  presented  to  the  auditor, 
that  is  of  no  weight  whateyer,  for  the  claim  could  not  haye  been  paid,  unless 
it  had  been  approved  by  the  auditor  for  those  years. 

The  only  question' to  be  decided  In  this  matter  is  the  justice  of  the  claim— 
whether  we  are  not  bound  in  honor  to  sustain  by  our  action  the  credit  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  What  can  more  degrade  and  depreciate  the  credit,  in 
jour  eetin^ation,  of  any  man,  tiian  the  repudiation  of  just  debts  ?  You  look 
upon  that  indiyidual,  or  corporation,  who  does  such  an  act,  with  disgust  and 
suspicion.  It  is  our  interest  to  sustain  the  public  credit  of  the  State. 
Most  of  us  hold  promises  to  pay  from  the  State,  and  if  we  depreciate 
these  to  a  mere  nullity,  as  we  should  by  repudiating  this  action,  we 
render  ourselves  liable  to  be  served  in  the  same  manner  on  some 
future  occasion.  The  next  Legislature,  if  we  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
retain  the  warrants  we  hold,  might  repudiate  them,  and  point  us  to  the  pre- 
cedent that  some  of  us  are  endeavoring  to  force  the  State,  by  repudiating  just 
claims.  I  think  we  are  bound,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Prendergast  and  to  ourselves, 
as  men  and  representatives,  by  our  oaths  to  support  the  Constitution  and  the 
credit  of  the  State,  to  pass  this  appropriation  act  Instead  of  appropriating 
the  amount  due  in  full,  we  can  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  rlalm, 
ftnd  appropriate  any  portion  of  the  claim,  and  consider  it  as  part  pay- 
ment 

Mb.  Sethodb.— I  move  that  the  further  discussion  of  this  bill  be  postponed 
nntil  tomorrow 
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'Mr.  PEAB80K.— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  fhd  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  HAWTHORNt.~I  move  to  adjonro. 

Lost -yeas.  28 ;  nayii,  31. 

Mr  CirAMBERLAiN.-^  move  the  previous  qnestlon  on  the  adoption  of  tbebflL 

The  JHI8  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  motion  to  adopt  lost^yeas,  28 ; 
nnys.  dl 

On  motion,  the  Hoiise  then  adjonrned  nntU  12  m.,  Tneaday,  March  14th. 

TuMDAT,  March  14, 1865. 

The  Honse  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Prbscott— Mr.  Speaker :  I  wlnh  to  present  a  resolution  appointing  a 
committee  of  three  to  wait  upon  the  frovernor  and  ascertain  his  views  ii 
regard  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Greneral  Assembly.    ' 

I  recentiy  had  an  interview  #lth  the  governor,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
remarked  that  be  was  anxious  to  appoint  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  that  some  gentlemen  of  the  legal  fhitemity  who  would  probably  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  bench  had  some  doubt  as  to  whether  this  session  is  nut  limited 
to  sixty  days.  As  the  amount  of  property  involved  in  Titification  and  to  come 
before  that  court  amounts  to  some  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  very  essen- 
tial that  there  should  be  no  illegality  in  regard  to  the  session  of  the  Assem- 
bly which  confirms  those  appointments,  which  may  perhaps  arise,  sboold 
this  session  continue  more  than  sixty  days. 

The  great  amount  oT  business  pressing  upon  the  Honse  demands  time  for 
transaction,  and  the  governor  informs  me  that  he  will  convene  an  extra  ses- 
sion within  ten  days  after  o'lr  adjournment ;  I  therefore  submit  the  resolu- 
tion as  one  which  commends  itself  strongly  to  the  good  sense  of  the  House. 

A  motion  to  table  the  resolution  was  lost,  and  the  bill  thereupon  adopted- 
yeas  34,  nays  29. 

Messrs.  Prescott,  Poynot  and  Seymour  were  appointed  on  the  committee. 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Inauguration  reported  the  expenditure  of  three 
hundred  and  flfty-ei^t  dollars  on  occasion  of  the  inauguration  of  Governor 
Wells,  and  presented  a  bill  appropriating  that  amount,  which  was  adopted 
on  first,  second  and  thi^d  readings,  with  title,  the  rules  having  been  sus- 
pended. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Jefferson. 

The  bill  was  passed  on  first,  second  and  third  readings,  witii  title,  tiie  rnlei 
having  been  suspended. 

Mr.  Laloirb— I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  in  regard  to  the  relief  of  J* 
a  Preiidergast 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  carried,  whereupon 
the  bill  was  adopted  on  first  and  second  readings  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, the  rules  liaving  been  suspended. 
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The  act  to  proTlde  for  the  administration  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  and  te 
act  to  re-^nact  section  10  of  an  act  relative  to  tbe  Cbaritj  H<tfpital,  were 
adopted  on  second  reading  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  the  third. 

Tbe  House  concurred  in  tbe  Senate  amendments  to  the  House  bills  con- 
cerning the  masters  and  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  pro7ld6 
a  bounty  ftind  for  tbe  Louisiana  State  volunteeere,  &b. 
-  The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  act  relative  to  pilots  was  adopted  on 
first  reading. 

An  act  relative  to  parish  ri^cordets  war  adopted  on  second  reading  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third. 

On  roll  being  called,  it  was  discovered  that  no  quorum  wss  present  where- 
upon the  House  adjourned  until  12  u^  the  15th  Instant 


Wednesday,  March  15, 1865. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was  oflfered 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews. 

Tbe  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  governor  in  regard 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly,  reported  they  had  consulted 
the  governor,  who  advUed  an  adjoammdat  on  the  ficst  Tuesday  in  AprlL 

Mn.  FoLvr— I  move  a  saspenVioa  of  tha  rules,  to  take  up  the  Seaate  joint 
resolution  relative  to  tbe  a^ournment  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Tan  Tromp—I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  If  the  Senate  will 
psss  some  of  the  ImporUint  bills  they  have  in  their  hands,  I  have  no  objet* 
t'ions  to  an  earlier  adjournment  If  we  pass  this  resolution  they  may  reftiM 
to  concur,  or  take  action  upon  these  bills. 

Tbe  motloi  to  Ublo  was  lost,  and  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  carried-* 
yeas,  44.  nays,  24. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  gave  notice  of  the  introduction  of  a  bill  relative  to  tht 
adoption  of  children. 

'  Tbe  Senate's  joint  resolution,  relative  to  the  General  Assembly  adjourning 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  w^  th^n  taken  up  and 
adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

The  rules  we^e  suspended  for  a  second  readlag. 

Mr.  Badobr— I  move  to  insert 'Mhe  15th  of  April,''  instead  of  "the  first 
Tuesday." 

Mr.  Bovkk-.!  move  to  stril^e out,  "at  12  o'clock  at  night," 

Mr.  Pearson -I  move  to  table  all  amendments. 

Carried. 

Me.  Balm— I  move  to  make  the  bill  read  /*  at  12  meridian,'*  instead  of"  el 
12  at  night' ' 

Laid  on  the  table. 
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The  resolutioii  was  then  adopted  by  the  following  rote— jeas,  58 ;  nays.  IS* 

Mr.  Baum— I  mo^  a  saspenrion  of  the  rales,  for  the  floal  reading  of  the 
resolution. 

Carried,  and  the  resolution  adopted— yeas,  62  ;  nays,  8. 

Mr.  Peabsok— I  moye  a  reconsideration  of  my  Tote,  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  BoFitii— I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

An  act  to  rerive  and  renew  the  diarter  of  tl^e  South  Eastern  Railroad 
Company  was  taken  up  on  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  Chaxbbrlajn— I  am  compelled,  much  against  my  inclination,  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  tliis  bill,  simply  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitution- 
ality, and  I  therefbre  move  to  reject  I  think  the  whole  House  is  aware 
that  under  the  constitution  we  cannot  incorporate  by  special  law,  and  this 
bill  provides  for  the  incorporation  of  a  railroad  company.  We  have  had 
three  or  four  bills  of  this  nature  already  before  the  House.  One  received 
the  veto  of  the*  governor  on  this  ground,  others  were  laid  over  and  some 
withdrawn. 

I  would  call  attention  to  article  121  of  the  constitution,  which  says: 
"Corporations  shall  not  be  created  in  this  State  by  special  laws.*'  The 
statutes  of  1856  provided  the  method  by  which  snch  bodies  may  be  created, 
and  their  charters  extended,  or  revised.  I  cannot  understand  why  gentlemen 
persist  in  bringing  in  their  charters  to  this  House,  rather  than  proceeding  in 
a  legal  manner,  by  applying  to  a  notary  public. 

Mr.  Lastbr— In  1855  an  act  was  passed,  incorporating  the  railroad  under 
the  name  of  the  South  Eastern  Railroad  Co.,  which  is  the  Mexican  Gulf  Rail- 
road. In  the  charter  there  was  a  limit  of  ten  years  given,  during  whidi 
time  they  were  to  complete  the  work,  and  if  not  completed,  the  charter 
should  expire.  Scarcity  of  ftinds  and  lack  of  business  has  prevented  the 
persons  originally  named  firom  moving  in  the  matter.  They  now  propose, 
if  this  Legislature  will  revise  and  renew  tlieir  charter,  and  give  tiiem  another 
ten  years,  to  open  at  once  subscription  books  and  proceed  to  complete  the 
work.  It  is  intended  to  rebuild  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  to  the  Nine-Mile 
Point,  opposite  Cat  Island,  which  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  persona 
living  in  tiiat  region,  and  will  relieve  the  community  of  the  present  railroad 
which  has  become  a  noisance  and  is  entirely  worthless.  I  do  not  tiiink  the 
i^easons  set  forth  by  the  gentleman  are  applicable  to  this  act,  fh)m  the  fact 
that  another  section  of  the  constitution  of  1864  gives  the  Legislature  power 
•to  revive  and  re-enact  any  act  by  Incorporating  the  whole  of  the  old  act  in 
the  new  one.  I  do  not  think  the  article  cited  has  any  reference  to  ttiis  bill, 
and  I  consider  legislation  upon  this  matter  consistent  and  constitutional.  * 

Mr.  CHRiBTiB^It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  sheer  fiitlacy  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  take  away  the  charter  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  Company,  and  I  am 
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entirely  nnacqualnted  with  the  reasons  for  so  doing ;  bat  this  bill  seenui  to 
be  ao  act  to  re-establish  that  company. 

Mb.  LuLstbr— It  is  not 

Mb.  Chribtib— In  other  words,  the  8oath  Eastern  Railroad  dompanj,  for 
which  a  charter  was  granted  in  1855.  Bat  these  are  questions  not  to  be  set- 
tled before  this  House.  The  South  Eastern  Railroad  Company  has  a  charter 
ft  the  present  day,  and  as  it  has  not  been  recalled,  they  can  revise  and  alter 
it  as  much  as  they  please.  Aside  from  that,  it  is  not  a  subject  of  legislation, 
and  reference  to  the  article  of  th^  constitution,  already  quoted,  will  show 
that  our  action  on  this  bill  would  be  entirely  out  of  place.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  wholly  out  of  order,  and  consuming  the  time  of  the  House  to  no 
porpoee,  and  if  I  had  been  in  the,chalr,  I  should  have  declared  it  out  of  order 
at  once. 

The  statutes  of  the  State  provide  for  the  creation  of  such  corporations, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  the  friends  of  this  measure  from  proceeding 
in  the  legal  manner.  I  do  not  desire  to  oppose  the  organizltag  of  any  com- 
pany to  perform  a  public  work,  but  only  to  prevent  improper  measures 
ftt>m  being  brought  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Peabson— I  think  a  resolution  was  adopted,  under  which  bills  on  their 
tldrd  reading  were  to  be  taken  up  on  Wednesday.  I  therefore  move  to  post- 
pone the  discussion  of  this  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Thb  Spkjlkbb — ^There  is  a  resolution  to  that  effect,  and  the  considertion  of 
this  bill  will  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  demanded,  when  sixty-one  members  answered  to 
their  names. 

Mb.  Lastbb—- I  move  to  adjourn. 

Lost 

Mr.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chair. 

An  act  to  define  the  duties  of  State  tax  collectors,  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  amendments,  was  taken  up  and  read. 

Mb  Chjlmbbblain— I  move  we  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
and  adopt  the  bill  on  its  third  reading. 

Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bofill,  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Thursday, 
March  16. 


TaoBSiuT,  Maroh  16,  1665. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  a^ouinment 

Mr.  Bouligny  presented  a  resolution  authorizing  the  refunding  of  certain 
moneys  to  Mr.  Felen,  the  postmaster  of  the  House,  expended  by  him  in  seb- 
tllni^  certain  bills,  and  directing  his  account  to  be  audited. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

vsa 
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An  act  Telative  to  bonds,  mortgages  and  other  obligations  given  for  slafe 
property,  was  read  the  first  time. 

ICe.  Bbeokexridob— Mr.  Speaker :  I  believe  that  this  bill  is  anci^nstitu- 
iional,  as  coming  under  the  head  of  ege  post  facto  law,  and  therefore  move  its 
rejection. 

Mr.  Prescott— Mr.  Speaker :  This  bill  has  reference  only  to  laws  in 
•zistence  at  the  present  time. 

According  to  these  laws,  when  the  consideration  of  a  note,  bond,  or  mort- 
gage has  failed,  a  decision  is  always  given  in  favor  of  the  party  giving  the 
instrument  But  the  rule  of  law  may  be  evaded  by  transferring  the  instm- 
ment  to  a  party  who  comes  Into  court  as  an  innocent  suflferer,  and  gets  a 
decision  in  his  favor. 

Now  property  in  man  no  longer  exists  in  this  State,  and  consequently  rery 
many  instruments  given  on  this  security,  or  for  such  consideration,  will  be 
transferred,  and  the  holders  thereof  come  in  and  secure  judgment— which  I 
claim  will  ruin  many  loyal  men  in  our  country.  I  believe  that  a  second,  or 
any  other  party,  should  no  more  be  protected  in  these  cases  than  an  original 
holder,  and  I  present  this  bill  to  effect  the  object  of  depriving  thf^m  from 
procuring  any  such  advantage —at  the  suggestion  of  many  able  and  influ- 
ential gentlemen  of  this  State  and  city. 

The  bill  was  adopted  on  first  reading,  when  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  a  second  reading  was  lost. 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  take  up  bills  on  third  reading. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  testimony  of  interested  persons  to  be  taken  in  civil 
oases,  was  read. 

Mr.  Crkioh-I  move  that  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

An  act  relative  to  district  attorneys  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Potnot— I  move  Its  hidefinite  postponement,  for  the  reason  that  I 
believe  that  bill  was  drafted  by  the  district  attorney  himself. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

An  act  relative  to  parish  recorders  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Potnot— I  move  that  be  tabled. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Todd— I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  reconsider  the  vote  relative  to  taking 
the  testimony  of  interested  parties. 

A  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  the  motion  thereupon  carried. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  wish  to  engross  the  attention  of 
the  House,  because  the  merits  of  the  bill  must  commend  it  to  every  reasona- 
ble mind.  It  was  drafted  by  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State,  in  the 
hope  that  the  same  law  might  obtain  ground  in  this  country  that  does  in 
almost  every  other  State  of  tde  Union,  as  well  as  in  England,  France,  and 
the  continent  generally. 
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How  maoj  men  enter  into  engftgements  wheu  none  bnt  ttiemselves  and 
the  other  contracting  party  are  present,  on  account  of  the  inability  to  teetify^ 
to  which  great  Iom  often  reanlts.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  testimony  of 
interested  parties  has  a  relative  weight  only,  and  will  be  estimated  at  that 
proper  value  which  the  character  of  the  party  testifying,  and  the  attendant 
circnmstances,  give  it. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  gentlemen  will  duly  consider  the  bill  as  its  impor- 
tance merits — in  which  case  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  adopted 
without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Mb.  Rigos— Mr.  Speaker :  I  must  say  that  this  bill  seeks  to  allow  a  course 
of  procedure  contrary  to  all  American  law  and  practice.  The  interest  of 
parties  must  be  removed,  before  they  are  allowed  to  testify,  and  under  no 
laws  or  government  are  they  permitted  to  do  so  until  that  has  been  effected. 

I  am  nnwilling  to  change  the  practice,  and  breal^  down  the  laws  which 
have  crovemed  the  people  for  ages  and  ages.  Although  I  do  not  know  the 
laws  of  particular  states  or  countries,  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  In  direct 
conflict  with  those  principles  laid  down  by.Greenleaf  in  his  work  upon  evi- 
dence, and  enuncUted  by  every  other  author  upon  the  subject 

I  am  unwilling  to  have  the  bill  pass,  and  call  upon  members  to  take  good 
heed  as  to  their  action. 

The  adoption  of  the  bill  was  lost— yeas  19,  nays  45. 

Mb.  Lewis— I  move  a  reconsideradon,  and  move  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  G.  Prendergast  was  read,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
called,  upon  its  adoption. 

Mr.  BmccKEKRiDGB— I  refuse  to  vote,  and  hope  every  gentleman  opposed 
to  the  bill  will  do  the  same. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  was  completed. 

Mb.  Breckbnridge — I  wish  to  vote. 

Thb  Spbakkb — You  cannot,  after  having  refused  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Christib— The  gentleman  must  vote. 

Mr.  Chambbrlaik— He  shall  not ! 

Mb.  Laotbr— I  appeal  firom  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mb.  Bbbckbkbidoe— I  loiS  vote,  and  defy  any  gentleman  to  prevent  me 
fh>m  doing  so.  You  can't  deprive  me  of  my  right  to  vote  or  bully  me  out 
of  it. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained— yeas  45,  nays  23. 

Mb.  Laster— I  move  that  the  gentleman  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  also  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  cdme  in  (Mr.  Pearson). 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  declared  adopted— yeas  36,  nays  34. 

Mb.  Foley— I  move  a  reconsideration  and  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  House  then  a^oumed. 
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Friday,  Marcb  17, 1865. 

The  Hoase  met,  pursnant  to  adjonrnmeot,  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  wish  leave  of  the  House  to  read  a  protest,  signed  by 
numerous  members,  against  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  G.  Prendergast 

Mr.  Folet— The  clerk  is  the  proper  person  to  read  it 

Mr.  Prescott— I  believe  I  have  a  perfect  right  to  read  it  myself. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  we  adjourn. 

Lost 

Mr.  Pearson— I  think  the  gentleman ^s  vote  is  his  protest,  without  any 
thing  foriher.    I  move  to  lay  the  protest  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Badger— I  move  it  be  received  and  spread  on  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  we  adjourn. 

Lost. 

Mr.  Pearson— I  think  the  document  should  be  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  the  reading  of  it  be  postponed  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Michel— It  is  very  lengthy,  and  will  occupy  a  great  deal  of  time,  and 
I  move  it  be  at  once  spread  on  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Prescott— I  am  willing  to. 

Mr.  Bovee-I  hope  it  will  be  read,  so  that  we  may  know  what  it  is. 

The  protest  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Prescott. 

Mr.  Foley— I  move  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  O^Conner — I  move  that  the  three  thousand  dollars  that  Mr.  Burke 
and  Mr.  Prescott  asked  for  passing  this  bill  be  spread  on  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Boveb— I  understand  the  protest  will  not  be  entered  on  the  official 
minutes  unless  the  House  orders  it 

The  Speaker— It  will  not,  unless  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Christie— I  move  that  200  more  copies  of  Uie  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Banks  and  Banking  be  printed.  Those  already  printed  have  been 
exhausted,  and  copies  cannot  be  furnished  to  parties  who  send  for  them. 

The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations  submitted  a  report  relative  to  a  peti- 
tion from  the  people  of  Baton  Rouge,  referred  to  them,  which  wa&  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  was  received. 

Mr.  Badger— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  roles  to  take  np  a  bill  relative  to 
pilots. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  was  adopted,  and  by  a  suspension  of  the  roles  passed  its  final 
reading. 

An  act  for  the  organization  of  corporations  for  works  of  public  improve- 
ment and  utility,  was  put  upon  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  would  respectfully  apk  the  gentleman  to  withdraw  it, 
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u  it  is  A  yerbatim  copy  of  the  law  already  in  force,  and  I  do  not  aee  the 
neoeasitj  of  enacting  laws  already  on  the  statute  books. 

lift.  Sktmocb-  I  wore  to  reject  it. 

Carried. 

A  call  of  the  Hoase  was  demanded,  and  fifty-eight  members  answered  to 
their  names. 

There  being  no  quorum,  the  House,  on  motion,  then  adjourned  until  12  M., 
Monday,  March  20th. 


Monday,  March  20, 186A. 

TheJIouse  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  M.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  Rev.  Charles  Stropg. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Mb.Biiooks— Iflamin  order,  I  move  that  the  protest,  read  last  Friday, 
against  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Prendergast,  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes.  , 

Mr.  Badoer— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Folky— T^  protest  is  not  in  possession  of  the  House,  and  such  amotion 
is  out  of  order,  and  cannot  be  entertained. 

Thb  Speaker— I  shall  decide  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

^  communication  from  Mr.  Robinson,  tendering  his  resignation  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  was  read,  and  the  resignation  accepted,  by  the  follqwlng 
vote— yeas,  43 ;  nays,  11. 

A  quorum  not  voting,  a  call  of  the  House  was  demanded,  and  a  quorum 
not  found  to  be  present. 

A  motion  to  take  a  recess  of  fifteen  minutes  was  lost. 

Amotion  to  adjourn  was  lost— yeas,  21 ;  nays,  34. 

A  further  motion  to  take  a  recess  was  lost. 

A  quorum  having  been  obtained,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  th6 
resignation  of  Mr.  Robinson  accepted. 

Mr.  Seymour's  resolution,  to  pay  the  per  diem  of  the  late  Mr.  Henratty,  in 
fiill,  to  the  11th  inst,  to  his  wife,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  offered  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  special  committee,  to 
inquire  into  the  charges  preferred  l^  the  people  of  Baton  Rouge  against  the 
supervising  special  agent  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Mbeks.— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  offered  a  joint  resolution,  requesting  the  governor  to 
remove  persons  holding  more  than  one  office,  being  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  BofiLL— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  it  up. 

Carried. 
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Mb.  Bofill^I  move  to  rejei^t  it 

Lost— yeas  15,  nays  43. 

There  being  no  qnornm,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  wliich  was  lost 

Mb.  La8TBB~I  more  we  talce  a  recess  for  half  an  boor. 

Mb.  Michel — I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Listbb— I  more  we  adjourn. 

Lost— yeas  27,  nays  32. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  joint  resolution  was  adopted  on  first  reading. 

Mb.  Bbeokbnbidob— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  put  it  on  its  seo- 
ond  reading. 

Lost 

Mr.  Foley  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mb.  Lastbb— I  move  to  a^oum. 

Lost—yeas  10,  nays  49. 

Mb.  Badobb— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  City  Charter. 

Carried. 

The  amendments  were  then  read.  Daring  the  reading,  Mr.  Christie  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  which  was  laid  en  the  table. 

Mb.  Cbbioh— I  moved  we  adjourn. 

Lost 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Christie,  by  permission,  offered  an  act  relative  to  the  offices  of  gover- 
nor, lieutenant^ vemor,  and  secretary  of  state,  which  was  adapted  on  its 
first  reading. 

Mb.  Mebes— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  put  the  bill  on  its  second 
reading. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  adopted  by  title. 

Mb.  Bofill— I  move  a  farther  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  third  reading* 

Carried. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  final  adoption,  with  the  following 
result :    Yeas  55,  nays  5. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  amended  by  inserting,  "  the  governor's  pri?ate 
secretary." 

Mb.  BoFiLLr— I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  bill. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  a^oumed  until  12  ii.,  Tuesday,  March  21. 


TuESDAT,  March  21, 1865. 
The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Being  unable  to  obtain  a  quorum,  the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Wed- 
nesday, March  22d. 
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Wednesday,  March  22, 1865. 
The  House  met,  punnant  to  adjouromeDi,  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Andru?. 

The  reading  of  the  minutea  was  dispensed  wilh. 

A  resolution  was  ottered  by  Mr.  Christie,  instruciiDg  the  clerk  of  the  House 
to  prepare  a  tabular  lisl  of  the  daily  attendance  of  members  from  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  session,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Hreckenridge  offered  a  joint  resolution  appropriating  thirty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  Orphan  Asylums  throughout  the  State,  wiiich  wan 
ruled  out  of  order,  the  constitution  requiring  appropriations  to  be  made  by 
bill. 

Mr.  Christie  offered  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  three, 
with  power  to  summon  members  before  tliem  and  put  them  under  path  to 
answer  questions  relating  to  other  offices  held  by  them,  salary,  etc. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  reported  favorably  by  substitute  on  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  revision  of  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  a  general  character. 
The  report  was  adopted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bofill,  the  roles  were  suspended 
and  the  bill  passed  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  Banm :  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  city  treasury." 

Mr.  Prescott :  '*  An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  debts  for  two  years 
from  the  date  of  enactment." 

Mr.  Bovee :  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  cliaritable  institutions  throughout  the 
State." 

*'  An  act  relative  to  district  courts  for  the  parish  and  city  of  Orleans, 
as  amended  by  thQ  Judiciary  Committee,  was  adopted  on  the  second  and 
third  reading." 

"  An  act  repealing  the  10th  section  of  an  act  relative  to  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital, was  adopted  on  its  final  reading ;  also,  a  bill  re-enacting  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  act'*' 

Mr.  Cbambbrulin— I  move  a  suspensioa  of  the  rales  to  take  up  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  revision,  of  the  statutes  of  the  State. 

Lost 

Mr.  Baum— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  roles  to  take  np  the  general  appro- 
priation bill  on  its  second  reading. 

Carried. 

Mb.  BoFnj^— I  move  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  be  printed,  and  the  bill 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Michel— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  np  bills  from  tb« 
Senate. 

Carried. 

A  joint  resolution  requesting  the  governor  to  enforce  the  law  relative  to 
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yereons  holding  civil  offices  glring  bonds,  was  adopted  on  its  flnt,  second, 
and  final  readings. 

An  act  to  amend  article  2653  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana,  was  adopted 
on  its  several  readings. 

An  act  giving  jurisdiction  to  the  recorders  of  New  Orleans,  in  certain 
criminal  cases,  was  read. 

Mr.  CufiioH— I  move  to  reject  it 

Lost. 

Mb.  Micbkl— I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Carried. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Augustin  Gaudd  and  Mathllde  Emille  Gaud^, 
legalizing  their  marriage. 

Mb.  Todd— I  move  to  reject 

Mb.  Michel— I  hope  the  bill  will  be  adopted,  which  is  to  legalize  the  mar- 
riage of  the  parUes. 

Mb.  Lastbb— I  would  like  to  know  how  this  marriage  is  illegal. 

Mb.  Boudbbauz— I  would  state  that  I  am  acquainted  with  the  parties,  who 
are  respectable  persons.    The  httsband  is  the  uncle  of  the  wife. 

Mb.  Lasteb — I  think  the  constitution  forbids  the  passage  of  such  an  act, 
because  it  is  a  special  act 

The  motion  to  reject  was  then  carried. 

Mb.  MiCHBL—Having  voted  in  the  majority,  I  give  notice  I  shall  move  for 
a  reconsideration  to-morrow. 

Mu.  Badoeb— I  move  we  adjourn. 

Lost 

A  joint  resolution,  tendering  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Major  General  Banks, 
was  adopted  on  Its  several  readings. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  causes  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
under  the  constitution  of  1852,  passed  on  its  three  readings. 

An  act  relative  to  the  adoption  of  children  was  read. 

Mr.  Bofill — I  move  to  amend,  so  as  to  except  the  First  District  Court  of 
the  Parish  of  Orleans,  in  regard  to  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  adoption. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Cuasibbblain — I  would  like  to  have  some  member  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  explain  why  they  offered  the  amendment  to  have  an  advertise- 
menl,  or  notice,  posted  for  thirty  days.  If  not  satiafactorUy  explained,  I 
shall  move  to  strike  it  out 

Mb.  Miorbl—I  was  not  present  when  the  committee  acted  upon  it,  and 
know  nothing  of  It 

Mit.  Chambbblaik— I  move  to  reject  that  amendment 

Carried. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  as  amended  on  its  final  readbg. 

Mb.  Cubisteb— I  ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to  present  a  resolution. 
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Permiiston  was  graaied. 

The  reeolutioQ  authoming  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoaae  to  appoint  a  special 
committee,  to  take  iato  ooaaideratioa  the  propriety  of  appealing  to  the 
Prefiidentof  the  United  States  to  abolish'the  Provisional  Goart»  was  read  and 
adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Hoose  then  adjourned  until  12  m^  Thursday,  March  23d. 


Thubsoat,  March  23, 1866. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Hon.  J.  Michel  in  the  chair. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  favorably,  on  the  claim  of  James  M. 
Piniger  and  John  McLean,  for  repairing  of  steamer  **  Algerine/'  for  the 
State. 

Mb.  Folet— I  mave  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Claima. 

Mr.  Mbeks— I  do  not  see  Hne  necessity,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  taking  that  actbn, 
inasmuch  as  a  committee  has  already  reported  favorably,  after  having  had 
befoie  them  not  only  the  claimants,  but  the  captain,  engineer,  and  parties 
engaged  in  the  repair  of  the  boat,  who  have,  under  oath,  testified  to  the  joatioe 
of  the  claim. 

Mb.  Brkcxknbiooe— Mr.  Speaker :  I  was  one  of  the  committee  that  bad 
this  matter  under  con^deration,  and  refused  to  sign  the  report,  because  I  was 
not  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  claim,  inasmuch  as  the  parties  did  not 
and  said  tjiey  could  not  produce  the  book  containing  the  original  items.  I 
therefore  move  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  of  the  first  speaker. 

Mb.  Boudbbaux— I  was  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  believe  that  the 
claim  is  fair,  and  should  be  paid.  It  is  very  difficult  for  mechanics,  who  keep 
no  clerks  or  regular  books,  to  produce  after  any  length  of  time  their  original 
bills.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report,  but  am  willing,  In  order  to  procure 
further  information,  to  have  the  matter  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  to  take  up  the  bill  reported  back  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  with  amendments,  entitled  an  act  giving  jurisdiction  to  the 
recorders  of  New  Orleans,  in  certain  cases. 

MB.BoFiLL--Imove  to  strike  out  "Parish  Prison,"  and  insert  "Work- 
house," for  the  reason  that  the  expense  of  keeping  criminals  in  the  first  named 
institution  is  more  tiian  three  times  that  of  supporting  them  in  the  second, 
because,  in  the  first  case  they  do  nothing,  while  in  the  second  they  centributo 
largely  to  their  own  support 

The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Chambbri^ain— I  move  to  strike  out "  Orleans  "  and  insert "  throughout 
the  State,"  as  I  do  not  believe  we  should  legislate  for  this  city  exclusively. 
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Mb.  Bubkb— I  move  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  moUoa  was  declared  loet. 

-Mb.  Folxt— I  respeotfolly  appeal  ttom  the  decision  of  the  cbair.  Tbe 
motion  was  not  lost.  , 

The  House  sustained  tbe  decision  of  tbe  cbair. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  inoTe  to  reject  tbe  wbole  bill. 

Motion  carried— yeas  42,  nays  15. 

Mb.  Badobbt— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  tbe  vote  of  yesterday^  refusog 
to  adopt  an  act  legalizing  tbe  marriage  of  Augustine  Gaudd  and  Mathilda 
Emilie  Gaudd,  uncle  and  niece. 

Tbe  motion  was  tabled. 

Mb.  Michrd— I  move  we  take  ap  tbe  substitute  of  ^be  Senate,  incorporating 
tbe  City  of  Jefferson.  '^ 

Tbe  motion  was  carried,  and  tbe  substitute  adopted  on  tbe  second  and  third 
reading,  witb  title. 

Mb.  Habnan— I  move  to  stHke  oiit  tbe  words  /'salaries  in  office,"  in  thii 
bill  to  amend  article  647  of  tbe  Gode  of  Practice,  so  that  officials  may  not 
have  them  exempted  from  service  for  payment  of  their  righteous  debts. 

Tbe  motion  was  carried  and  tbe  bill  adopted. 

Tbe  polioe  bill,  as  reported  back  from  tbe  Senate,  was  read,  wberenpon 
Ihe  House  receded  from  its  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Tbe  Honse  then  adjourned  until  Friday,  March  24tb,  1865,  at  12  b. 


Fbidat,  March  24, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  12  m. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Tbe  cbair  appointed  Messrs.  Christie,  Griffith  and  Kamper,  on  tbe  commit- 
tee relative  to  the  Provisional  Court. 

Mr.  Presoott  offered  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  three, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Brooks,  Riggs  and  Woodward,  to  investigate  the  charges 
made  against  Hon.  W.  M.  Prescott  and  other  members  of  tbe  House,  by  Mr. 
J.  C.  Prendergast. 

Mb.  Chambbblain— I  move  to  lay  It  on  tbe  table. 

Carried. 

•Mr.  Creigb  off!ered  a  resolution  authorizing  the  speaker  to  appoint  a  com- 
mitlee  of  five,  to  investigate  charges  of  corruption  made  against  members  of 
tiie  House. 

Mb.  Bo^nji— I  move  to  lay  it  on  tbe  table. 

Lost—yeas  6,  nays  55. 

The  resolutiou  was  then  adopted. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Breckenridge,  fining  members  for  being  absent, 
or  moving  to  adjourn  before  3  p.  v.,  was  ruled  out  of  order. 
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A  joint  reeolation  •ppointiDg  a  joiDt  ooDunittoe  to  nego4fate  a  kMUi  of  on® 
million  of  dollars  for  ihe  relief  of  the  State  treaenry,  was  adopted  on  its  flrsi 
reading,  and  the  rules  suspended  for  a  second  readiag. 

Mb.  Cbustib— I  amend  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  making  it  two  hnndred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Hb.  CHAMBBBUkiN— We  havo  the  anoranoe  of  some  of  tiie  most  solrent 
ioBtitutlons  of  this  city,  that  they  would  be  willing  to  loan'the  State,  tbr  six 
.per  cent  interest,  one  million  of  dollars.  We  do  not  propose  to  raise  it 
Immediately,  but  to  borrow  half  of  the  sum  as  soon  as  posrible,  and  the  other 
half  before  the  first  of  January  next,  and  pass  an  act  providing  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  collection  of  taxes  for  one  year.  Borrowing  of  this  sum  will 
allow  us  to  do  that,  and  will  relieve  the  tax  payers  wonderfoUy.  I  consider 
$250,000  too  small  i  sum  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  the  loan  was 
intended,  for  it  would  not  relieve  tiie  State  for  one  month,  and  would  hardly 
pay  the  outstanding  liabilities  which  now  exist.  While  we  are  borrowing  of 
•o  liberal  creditors  as  the  banks  profess  to  be,  I  think  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  the  advantage,  and  secure  enough  to  carry  on  the  government  for  a 
whole  year. 

Mb.  HABMAN--I  do  not  think  the  bill  is  folr  to  all  classes  ;  for,  while  it 
■yspenda  the  payment  of  taxes,  the  small  dealers  in  various  articles  are 
required  to  pay  their  license  in  advance,  giving  the  large  owner  of  real 
estate  the  advantage  over  Ae  one  who  does  a  small  business  with  a  small 
capital. 

Mr.  Chamb^lain  took  the  chair. 

Mb.  S.  BsLDBN^Thls  is  a  bill  of  considerable  importance,  and  requires 
careful  consideration.  £i  the  able  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  we  find  exhibited  about  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  State  government.  The  question  before  the  House  is  entirely  as  to 
the  ability  of  the  tax  payers  to  pay  the  amount  necessary  to  carry  on  this 
government  that  we  are  endeavoring  to  administer,  and  the  object  of  the 
resolution  is  to  relieve  them  f^om  the  payment  of  the  taxes  which  they  are 
really  unable  to  pay.  The  calamities  thai  have  fallen  on  the  planting  inter- 
ests, together  with  other  attendant  circumstances,  are  sufficient  proof  of  this. 
One  of  the  largest  tax  payers  of  the  State,  who  has  property  to  the  value  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  was  obliged  to  ask  for  the  loan  of  two  dollars 
and  a  half«  in  order  that  he  might  leave  the  city.  The  loan  of  one  million 
is  sufficient,  and  it  is  secured  by  the  entire  property  of  the  State,  and  it  is  the 
dnty  of  this  Legislature  to  give  this  relief  to  the  people,  who  are  unable  to 
pay  one  cent  If  we  can  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes  for  one  year,  until 
tbey  are  able  to  pay,  we  shall  then  be  administering  the  government  In  the 
spirit  and  policy  which  reason  dictates,  and  instead  of  this  Legislature  going 
out  of  existence  with  a  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  people  against  it,  which, 
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I  mutt  aaj,  is  f»U  at  present,  we  will  retire  with  the  mpprobatlon  of  the  entire 
people  of  the  State,  aad  shall  have  exemplified,  in  a  practical  maimer,  oar 
deeire  to  relieve  them  of  the  hardships  that  are  oppreeeing  them.  When  the 
agrionltural  and  eommeroial  interests  of  the  State  are  more  fiilly  developed, 
and  the  diflferent  occapations,  profeesions  and  interests  are  encouraged,  the 
people  will  be  able  to  pay  the  taxes  they  owe.  It  can  be  done  in  this  way : 
the  assessors  can  ascertaUi  during  the  time  the  taxes  are  suspended,  theactaal 
amount  of  property  subject  to  taxation,  and  upon  this  assessment  predicate  the 
taxes  due  during  the  time  of  suspended  payment  No  possible  harm  can  resnlt 
from  suspending  these  payments,  by  efifecting  a  necessary  loan.  If  the  State 
had  to  pay  eight,  or  even  ten  per  cent.,  I  will  guarantee  that  there  is  not  a 
tax  payer  in  the  State  who  would  not  be  glad  to  pay  it  for  the  relief  such  a 
measure  would  aiford.  The  expense  of  the  civil  government  is  the  canse 
of  the  outcry  against  it,  and  the  commanding  general,  in  his  remarks  in  this 
liali,  virtually  said  the  objection  to  the  State  government  was  the  inabiiitj 
of  the  pec  pie  to  pay  the  taxes  necessary  to  carry  it  on. 

This  act'  is  somewhat  in  conflict  with  the  bill  for  the  issneof  State  treasary 
notes,  but  by  effecting  a  loan,  we  have  one  uniform  currency,  and  avoid 
two  objections.  The  first,  a  constitutional  objection  as  to  the  right  of  a  State 
to  emit  bills  of  credit,  under  a  providon  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  second,  we  obviate  the  difficulty  tbat  would  be  met  at  thethreeb- 
old  of  the  issue,  which  would  be  the  depreciation  of  our  treasury  notes,  for 
the  public  is  not  prepared  to  give  the  same  value  to  the  notes  of  the  teress- 
ury  as  to  those  of  a  bank  already  in  existence  and  possessing  their  confi- 
dence. In  regard  to  the  objection,  that  it  is  legislating  for  a  speetai  class,  I  do 
not  understand  that  there  is  any  such  question  before  the  House.  When  the 
committee,  appointed  under  this  act,  shall  report,  it  will  be  the  proper  tine  to 
determine  who  shall  be  exempt.  I  think  one  million  is  no  more  than  is 
neeessary  for  the  desired  purpose.  The  city  has  borne  the  burden  of  the 
State  government,  but  I  doubt  not,  by  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the 
taxes  are  suspendedi  instead  of  having  the  eity  of  New  Orleans,  and  a  few 
neighboring  parishes,  we  shall  have  the  entire  State  to  pay  these  taxes.  I 
think  anything  short  of  a  loan  of  one  million  will  be  insufficient  to  meet 
the  wants  of  our  oonstituentB. 

Mr.  Folkt->I  withdraw  my  amendment 

Mr.  Christie— In  view  of  the  explanation  given,  I  withdraw  mine. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Bohll— I  move  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed. 

Carried ;  and  the  joint  resolution  adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

Mr.  Bofill~I  move  a  snspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  bills  fhym  the 
Senate. 

Carried. 
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Ad  act  to  aalborize  ioflpeoton  of  weights  and  meMares,  in  the  parish  of 
Orteana,  to  employ  deputies,  was  read. 

Kb.  Sbtmoubt— The  bill  only  appU.es  to  this  parish,  and  I  move  to  reject  It 

He.  BoFiLL—Tbere  is  no  inspector  of  weights  and  measores  in  soy  other 
parisb.  The  deputies  are  to  be  employed  at  the  eipense  of  the  inspector,  and 
not  the  State. 

Tbe  motion  to  reject  was  lost 

Mb.  Sbtmour— I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Jndiciary,  that  it 
may  be  made  to  apply  thronghout  the  State. 

Lost 

Mb.  Badger — I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
nflictares. 

Loet 

The  bill  was  Uien  adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

An  act  relative  to  district  judges,  was  adopted,  en  its  first  and  second 
readings. 

An  act  relative  to  practitioners  of  medicine  was  read,  and  amended  by 
Mr.  CThamberlain,  to  take  effect  from  January  lart,  1866,  instead  of  January 
1st,  1865,  and  adopted  on  its  second  reading. 

A  joint  resolution,  relative  to  the  commerce  of  New  Orleans,  was  adopted 
on  Its  second  reading. 

Mb.  Creigh—I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  bill  relative  to  the 
inspectors  of  weights  and  measures. 

Mb.  Waters— I  move  to  lay  that  on  tbe  table. 

Loet ;  and  motion  to  reconsider  carried. 

Mb.  Folbt— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  a  second  reading. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Boudrbacx—I  move  to  amend,  so  as  to  make  the  bill  apply  to  all  parts 
of  tbe  State. 

Amendment  accepted,  and  the  bill  adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  amended  several  clauses 
of  the  general  appropriation  bill.  The  chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Monday,  March  27tb. 


Mo2n>AT,  March  27, 1865. 
Tbe  House  met,  pursuant  to  a^oumment,  at  12  M./Mr.  Seymour  in  the 


Being  unable  to  obtain  a  quorum,  the  House  a^oumed  until  12  m.,  Tues- 
day, March  28tiL 
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Tuesday,  March  28, 1865. 

The  Houfle  met,  panaant  to  a^joarnment,  at  12  m. 

Meesra.  Creigh,  Foley,  Hawldns,  Woodward  and  Mace  were  appohited  as 
commUtee  for  inreBtigatioii  aa  to  certain  corruption. 

Mr.  Foley's  reaolation,  tiiat  the  president  of  the  Senate  reoeiTe  the  aalarj 
of  lienteoaat  governor  of  the  State,  was  adopted  on  three  readings  and 
passed  with  title. 

The  committee  on  remoral  ot  seat  of  goyemment  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  same,  which  was  adopted  on  first  reading. 

The  committee  on  inrestlgating  the  aflfairs  of  the  land  office,  submitted  its 
report. 

Mb.  Van  Tromp— I  move  the  report  be  rejected- 

Ma.  Pkarson— There  was,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  question  asked  of  Mr.  Goriindd, 
who  appeared  before  that  conunittee,  which  lie  answered,  but  which  does  not 
appear  in  this  report  It  was  in  regard  to  a  compromise  to  be  made  with 
€roriin^ki,  on  condition  of  his  liaTiog  a  favorable  report,  and  a  certain  partj 
told  Jiim  he  would  allow  him  to  retain  his  position  at  three  thousand  five  hon- 
dred  dollars  a  year.    [Laughter  and  iqiplause.] 

Mb.  Tullt— I  only  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  this  matter  AiMy  investi- 
gated, and  beg  leave  to  read  a  letter  Arom  Mr.  Gorllnfld,  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  I  only  regret  that  the  gentleman  referred  to  therein  (Mr.  Brooks)  is 
not  here  tolist^  to  it 

Statb  Lakd  Ofhcb,        ) 
New  .Orleans,  March  28, 1865. ) 

Hon.  John  S.  Tullt,  Chairman  qf  CommiUee  on  Public  Lands : 

SiBr— I  understand  Mr.  Brooks,  chairman  of  a  special  committee  on  lands, 
finds  some  discrepancy  or  clerical  errors  in  comparing  the  stolen  fragments 
of  the  order  or  application  book,  wiUi  the  book  of  certificates,  and  maps  of 
this  office.  This  discrepancy  exists,  it  is  believed,  not  in  the  amount  of  acres 
sold  or  money  received  by  Uie  treasurer,  but  in  the  particular  description  of 
the  land  sold,  leading  to  the  belief,  on  the  part  of  some  persons,  that  the 
land  had  been  sold  twioe,  which,  if  really  the  case,  is  an  error  which  the  law 
pro  Tides  for,  making  it  obligatory  on  the  part  of  the  regfeter  to  see  that  the 
money  is  returned  whenever  tlie  State  is  unable  to  complete  a  title  to  the 
land  applied  for.  I  will  state,  however,  in  justice  to  myself,  that  my  official 
maps  and  books  of  certificates,  in  this  office,  which  I  have  examined,  corres- 
pond entirely,  and  I  am  satisfied  tiiat  no  serious  confiict  can  exist  The  order 
book,  in  which  I  have  noted  the  application  for  entries,  may  not  correspond 
in  the  description  of  the  land  really  entered,  because  the  parties  often 
desired  to  change  their  location,  or  it  was  found,  as  is  often  the  case,  to 
the  satisfi&ction  of  the  register,  that  a  particular  piece  of  land  desired  was 
not  subject  to  entry.  ▲  pressure  of  business  at  the  time  would  often  prevent 
me  from  correcting  the  original  application,  as  written  down  in  the  order 
book,  so  as  to  make  it  correspond  with  the  certificate  of  entry,  which  con- 
tained a  description  of  the  land  actually  entered.  These  corrections  I  was 
in  the  habit  of  making  at  mv  leisure,  after  the  sales  had  been  completed, 
nd  ai^  distinguished  by  remarks  noted  in  red  ink ;  and  the  fire  which  unfo^ 
unately  occurred  in  the  land  office,  found  some  of  these  incorrections  in- 
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completed,  and  malicioos  persons,  disposed  to  iojnre  me,  have  dishonestly 
seised  on  a  portion  of  the  records  of  my  office,  in  order  to  use  tbem  as  a 
means  of  crimfnatiog  me.  I  say  disJumesUy.  because  portions  of  the  book 
spoken  of,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a  mf  morandum  book  after  all,  were 
actually  stolen  away  from  the  ruins  of  the  fire  in  the  land  office,  witli  the  base 
hope  of  being  able  to  use  it  as  evidence  against  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Jos.  GoRUMSKi,  Pro  Register. 

The  report  was  rejected— yeas  52,  nays  11. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  entitled  "  an  itct  to  provide  for  the 
liquidation  of  the  chartered  and  free  banks  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  "  was 
read  for  the  first  time,  whereupon  Mr.  Christie  offered  a  substitute  therefor. 

Mb.  Christib — ^I  propose,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  this  substitute,  to  exempt  oer- 
taio  banks  in  this  city  iVom  the  general  law  requiring  all  to  go  into  liquida- 
tion, for  the  reason  that  they  are  entirely  solvent  at  present,  though  any 
future  Legislature  may  order  them  to  follow  Ae  course  of  the  others. 

Further  consideration  of  the  bill  was,  on  motion  carried,  postponed  until 
to-morrow,  the  29th  instant 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appropriation  bill,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Hon.  T.  G.  Chamberlain  in  the  chair. 

The  appropriation  ibr  contingent  expenses  of  secretary  of  state  was  fixed 
at  $S0O ;  fbr  tlK>se  of  state  Auditor,  $2500 ;  for  state  treasurer,  $500 ; 
nothing  was  allowed  for  contingent  expenses  of  superintendent  of  public 
education,  those  of  tlis  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  or  those  of  the 
Supreme  Court  Five  Imndred  dollars  were  appropriated  for  contingent 
expenses  of  state  library,  and  nothing  for  general  contingent  expenses.  Fifty 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  commission  to  tax  collectors,  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  for  compensation  to  assessors,  and  nothing  for  sup- 
port of  free  public  schools.  **  Fifty  thousand  dollars  "  was  placed  after 
•*  for  printing  and  advertidng.'' 

Mr.  Pbbsoott— The  most  of  the  State  bonds  are  In  the  hands  of  rebels ; 
there  is  therefore  no  necessity  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  tbem  as  yet 

I  therefore  move  to  strike  oat  the  approprlatlou  of  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  set  apart  for  payment  of  interest  on  these  bonds. 

Mr.  S.  Bbldsn—I  agree  with  the  gentleman.  When  these  bonds  are  pre- 
sented ft  will  be  time  enongh  to  discuss  payment  of  Interest  thereon. 

The  motion  to  strike  out,  was  carried. 

The  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind  Asylum  at  Baton  Rouge  received  an  appropri- 
ation often  thousand  dollars,  and  the  garden  of  the  State  grounds,  at  Baton 
Rouge,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  For  the  salaries  of  parish  school 
superintendents,  thirty  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again 
on  UHDorrow,  the  29th  instant 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  the  29th  instant 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


432 

Wedkeboit,  March  29, 1865. 

The  House  met,  pnraoant  to  a4i<xin>°^^Dt,  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rey.  Mr.  Aodma. 

The  mioatea  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  a  reeolation  appropriating  the  sum  of  two  thoa»> 
and  doUan  to  be  given  to  the  ofiicerB  of  the  Honee. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Chambeblum— I  move  a  snspension  of  the  mlea  to  take  np  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  revision  of  the.  atatotes  of  the  State. 

Loet 

Mb.  BBECKKKBn>GB — I  move  a  aospendon  of  "the  mlea  to  take  np  Honte 
bills  from  the  Senate,  witii  amendments. 

Carried. 

An  act  anthoridng  the  iasne  of  State  treasury  notes,  was  taken  np. 

Mb.  Setmoub^I  move  to  reject 

Mb.  Pbescott— It  is  a  fact,  that  owing  to  the  depletion  of  our  State  treaaory, 
It  is  necessary  to  make  some  arrangements  whereby  that  evil  can  be  reme- 
died. There  are  several  remedies  before  this  House,  but  the  only  eflicient 
and  practicable  one  is  the  bill  empowering  the  governor  to  borrow  one 
million  of  dollars,  or  as  much  of  that  sum  as  may  be  necessary  to  relieve  the 
State  treasury.  That  bill  has  passed  the  House,  and  I  believe  it  will  pass  the 
Senate,  and  receive  the  signature  of  the  governor.  It  proposes  to  borrow 
the  sum  of  the  banks,  at  the  reasonable  rate  of  six  per  oent  interest,  and  I 
am  in  fkvor  of  that  plan.  The  bill  before  the  House  proposes  to  issue  a 
million  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes.  I  say  it  will  be  a  fiiHure,  for  it  is  well 
known  that  strong  constitutional  objections  exist  against  the  Issue  of  sndi 
notes.  They  will  stand  so  low  in  public  estimation  that  it  is  not  probable 
they  will  circulate  for  more  than  thirty  or  forty  eents  on  a  dollar,  and  all 
those  who  have  performed  service  for  the  State,  as  well  as  the  people  atlaige, 
will  be  at  a  loss  in  consequence.  The  State  will  be.  obliged  to  purchase 
certain  articles  with  this  currency,  and  will,  therefore,  have  to  give  a  double 
price,  and  instead  of  saving  money,  It  will  entail  a  serious  loss.  If  we  borrow 
money,  we  have  a  currency  of  fixed  value,  which  is  definitely  understood  by 
tiie  people.  Besides,  the  issue  of  notes  is  unconstitutional,  as  an  examination 
of  the  opinion  of  Judge  Story,  and  other  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  will 
show. 

The  case  of  Craig  vs.  the  State  of  Missouri,  is  a  parallel  case,  and  the  Issve 
of  bills  by  that  State  was  declared  wholly  unconstitutional,  and  a  most  Seri- 
ous loss  and  injury  was  inflicted  upon  the  State.  A  similar  case  ooourred  In 
Kentucky,  which  the  Supreme  Court  decided  agsdnst,  when  the  constitution- 
ality  of  tiie  measure  was  raised  by  some  of  the  citieens.  I  trust  the  House 
will  reject  this  bill,  for  the  one  we  have  already  passed  is  sufBdeiit  for  the 
desired  end,  and  is  entirely  constitutional. 
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The  bUl  was  then  njeoted  by  tbe  following  YOie^jeM,  60 ;  nayfy  i. 
Mb.  Badgeb— I  aiOT«  a  Bvuqienalon  of  tha  rolet,  to  tain  op  tbo  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  Uqoidation  of  the  oharteied  and  free  banks  of  the  State  of  Lou- 


Loet 

Mr.  BucaoBKBiBOB— I  move  a  mspeosion  of  the  xslea  to  take  up  all  Senate 
bniB. 

Carried. 

An  act  rdative  to  the  commeroe  of  New  Orleane  was  adopted  on  its  third 
reading. 

Aa  act  relatlTe  to  the  practitioners  of  medicine,  was  taken  up  on  its  third 
reading,  and  adopted. 

An  act  relatlTe  to  tbe  constracUon  of  a  steamboat  canal  firom  Vermillion 
bay  to  the  Sabine  river,  ws3  adopted  on  its  first  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  liquidation  of  the  cliartered  and  tree  banln  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  taken  up. 

Mb.  Crbioh— I  move  to  reject  tlie  first  section. 

Mr.  Michel— I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table* 

Carried. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  secUon  was  lost  ,      J 

Mr.  Folet— Tbe  first  section  liavlng  been  rejected,  I  move  the  further 
consideration  of  tbe  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Carried. 

The  House  then  went  Into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  took  up  the  gene- 
ral appropriation  bll.    Mr.  Chamberlain,  chairman. 

The  various  clauses  of  the  bill  were  taken  up  and  adopted,  and  the  chaii- 
man  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  act  as  amended. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  by  the  House  on  Its  second  and  third  readings. 

Tbe  HoQse  then  a^oumed  until  12  m.,  Thursday,  March  30th. 

TmmsDiT,  Maroh  80, 1866. 

Tbe  House  met,  pursuant  to  a^joummeni 

Tbe  resolution  providing  for  no  session  of  the  House  on  Saturday,  waa 
repealed  by  a  resolution'  offered  by  Mr.  Cook,  providing  for  a  seesion  on 
Saturday,  proximo. 

Mr.  Van  Tbohp— I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  and  take  up  tiie  **  Act  relatira 
to  Inspectors  generally." 

Mr.  CHAMBKRLAiK—That  bill  cannot  be  entertained  by  this  House,  for  tbe 
reason  that  the  original  act  must  be  re-enaeted. 

Mr.  Yak  Tromp— Not  at  all,  sir ;  becanse  we  only  wish  to  repeal  one  section, 
wUcb  is  rehearsed  at  length. 

The  bill  was  adopted  on  first  reading,  when  a  motion  to  suspend  the  mlea 
and  put  on  second  reading,  was  lost 
b28 
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Ab  met  relttlv^  to  ttmte  efiffneer,  was  adopted  on  first  and  teoond  reading , 
and  referred  to  tiM  Oomalttee  on  Intemal  Ittproremeiits. 

Mb.  Miobbl— 1  more  •  reooneideratioa  of  the  Tote  of  yesterday,  to  post 
pone  indeflaltely  the  aet  to  provide  for  tlie  liquidation  of  the  ohartered  and 
free  banks  of  Louisiana. 

lln.  Ontsm^lfr.  Speaker:  I  was  and  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  understand 
te  action  taken  by  this  House  on  yesterday,  in  regard  to  tliis  bill.  It  may 
baTO  been— the  only  plausible  reason  I  can  imagine —because  oerti^  exoep- 
tioBB  were  made.  I  only  wish  to  say.  that  it  is  impossible  to  foroe  the  banks 
tkns  ezoepted,  into  liquidation,  because  they  have  yiolated  no  pari  wbatersr 
of  the  oontraci  between  themselyes  and  the  St^te.  After  the  action  therefore 
taken,  I  must  despair  of  expecting  anything  fh>m  this  Legislature. 

Mb.  PRnoonr— Mr.  Speaker :  I  can  prore,  that  in  1S58  erery  bank  of 
this  city  had  forfeited  its  charter,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Cur- 
rency. Then,  [when  the  war  broke  out,  the  treasury  of  the  State  was  nearly 
depleted,  and  the  rebellion  must  have  collapsed  in  this  part  of  the  SMNith,  bad 
it  not  been  for  the  aid  which  these  banks  extended  to  the  Coufederscy.  The 
bank  of  Orleans  alone  had  four  millions  in  gold  In  its  raults  then,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  no  less  than  fifteen  million  of  dollars  were  in  the  vaults  of 
banks  In  this  city  at  the  time  Gen.  JButler  approached  the  city,  belonging  not 
only  to  themselfes  and  corporated  companies,  but  to  many,  loyal  dtiaetts, 
who  were  reduced  to  beggary  by  the  surreptitious  and  infamous  action  pf 
these  banks,  in  sending  all  this  specie  to  Atlanta. 

I  clip  the  following  from  the  report  of  the  most  reliable  fiscal  authority  in 
this  dty,  showing  where  this  money  has  gone  to : 

An  extract  of  a  letter  fh>m  Richmond,  published  in  a  Mobile  paper  of  a 
recent  date,  indicates  that  a  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  specie  belong- 
ing to  Southern  banks.  Whether  that  owned  or  belonging  to  the  banks  of 
dtj  is  Included,  we  are  not  informed.  It  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  as 
the  GonlMerate  treasury  had  control  of  the  sreater  part,  it  has  been  used  or 
exc  hanged  in  the  manner  given  in  the  folloinng  extract : 

**  Private  totters  from  Richmond  state  that  the  gold  belonging  to  Southern 
banks,  which  has  been  endangered  more  than  once  by  Federal  raids,  hss 
been  bought  by  the  Richmond  government  witii  European  exohange.  It 
*  will  be  paSd  to  the  soldiers  in  the  army  durinff  tlie  next  month.'' 

R«lative  to  the  coin  owned  bv  our  banks.  Mr.  Memminger,  secretary  of  tiie 
Confederate  treAsui;y,  addressed  a  letter  in  reply  to  some  iDqulries  regarding 
tho  return  of  the  coin  from  the  Oonfederaov,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract,  dated  the  5th  June,  1862,  and  recelfed  here  during  the  month  of 
July  following : 

'*  It  has  been  deooelted  In  a  place  of  security,  under  the  charge  of  the 
ffovernment,  and  it  Is  not  intended  to  interfere  with  the  rights  cf  propertv  in 
ttM  banks,  further  than  to  in»ure  iti  safe  custody.  They  may  prooeei  to 
conduct  business  in  the  Confederate  States  upon  this  depoeit,  just  as  though 
it  weie  in  tlieir  own  vaults. 

C.  G.  Memmtkgkr. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.' 
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The  amounts  sent  away  by  the  aeTeral  banki  were  as  follows : 

Bank  of  Louisiana $2,4«1»394 

M eekaaics*  and  Traders'  Bank 250,000 

LooMaoa  Stale  Bank 632.720 

OaaalBank 600,000 

Merebants'  Bank 160,600 

Orescent  City  Bank ^ 162,668 

$4,167^2 

I  say  tbat  te  action  taken  by  tbeee  institntsoes  deserres  the  sererest 
retribution ;  that  the  bills  before  us  bear  upon  UieirfiMe  the  impress  of  fhtod, 
m  Is  plain,  when  we  reflect  that  under  them  the  banks  are  virtoaiiy  not 
oM^^  to  go  into  liquidation  at  all,  and  I  call  upon  you,  one  and  all,  to  so 
▼ote  that  these  effete  institutions  may  not  be  appointed  guardians  of  tiieir 
own  interests  but  that  they  may  be  foioed  to  go  into  liquidation,  and  be 
placed  under  such  surreiUance  as  will  cause  them  to  realise  from  their  assets 
the  greatest  ayailabie  amount  for  the  benefit  of  their  suffering  creditors. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried— yeas,  38 ;  nays,  22. 

The  strildng  out  of  the  first  section  was  then  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  put 
on  second  reading— tlie  rules  having  been  suf  pended. 

The  salaries  of  the  board  of  commissioners  were  fixed  by  filling  in  the 
blaakB  of  the  printed  bill,  whereupon  the  quesHon  was  put  on  adoption  of 
te  bill  as  amended— it  having  been  amended  in  section  three  by  striking 
out  **  when  deemed  necessary,'-  in  order  that  immediate  liquidation  might  be 
proceeded  with ;  ahw,  striking  out,  in  section  fire,  the  words  giving  the  banks 
not  exceeding  five  years  in  which  to  liquidate. 

Ifn.  Rio«— I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  forcing  Into  liquidation  banks 
whidi  up  to  tills  trying  time  have  fiUthfully  carried  out  their  charters  and 
contracts,  is  a  gross  injustice,  and  therefore  move  the  rejection  of  the  bilL 

Mb.  PnasooTT- The  military  power  has,  Mr.  Speaker,  declared  these  banlcs 
to  be  hopelessly  insolvent,  as  they  will  be,  since  their  assets  consist  of  Con* 
Ibderate  bonds,  good  ibr  nothing,  cotton  in  the  Conlederocy,  long  since 
burned,  and  negroes,  who  are  now  all  free.  This  desire  to  allow  tlie  liqui- 
dation of  the  banks  to  go  on,  as  their  directors  think  proper,  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  oontrlvancev  on  their  part,  to  absorb  the  assets  themselves. 

Mn.  Riooa— I  deny  it,  sir.  No  institutions  have  acted  in  better  Ciith  than 
those  banks,  and  there  Is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  lack  of  It       t 

Mb.  CHAXBBBLAiN^Mr.  Speaker :  I  shall  vote  against  the  adoption  of  tills 
bill— first,  because  I  think  that  if  we  oblige  these  banks  to  go  into  liquida- 
tion at  once,  a  great  loss  will  result  to  the  creditors  of  the  banks,  from  the 
fiust  that  everything  must  be  disposed  of  at  what  It  will  bring ;  consequently, 
I  regard  the  striking  out  of  the  clause,  allowing  the  commissioners  to  extend 
the  time  for  liquidation  to  five  years,  as  the  gretkiest  error  committed  by  this 
House  to-day ;  secondly,  I  believe  that  in  time,  with  proper  care,  these  banks 
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ean  all  recuperate  ;  thirdly,  I  am  opposed  to  hastj  legislation,  and  beliere 
that  this  question  should  be  now  fully  considered. 

Mr.  Bokill— I  shall  vote  against  the  bjAl,  because  It  proposes  to  force  into 
liquidation  two  perfectly  solvent  banks. 

Mr.  Christie— I  merely  wish  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  oommlssionen 
had  no  idea  of  forcing  the  banks  to  sacrifice  their  assets,  and  regret  the 
striking  out  of  the  clause  allowing  them  fire  years  in  which  to  liquidate. 

Mb.  H.  0.  BeLDRf— Mr.  Speaker :  I  shall  vote  against  the  adoption  of  this 
bill,  for  two  reasons— first,  It  attempts  to  foroe  into  liquidation  solrent 
banks ;  secondty,  because  I  do  not  belieye  in  destroying  inetitutiens,  wliicb, 
up  to  this  time,  bare  faithfolly  fhlfltled  tiieir  obligations,  which  art  nqwonly 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  temporary  prostration  of  our  business  otm- 
munity. 

The  bill  was  adopted  on  second  reading— yeas,  36 ;  nays,  23 ;  whereupon 
the  House  adjourned  until  12  m.,  the  3d  Inst 


Fbidat,  March  31, 1866. 

The  House  met,  pursuant,  to  adjournment,  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  was 
4)0Bred  by  the  Rer.  Mr.  Thomas. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  apiproYed. 

A  petition  asking  the  use  of  Liberty  Hall,  for  divine  service,  for  elz  Sun- 
days, was  received. 

if  R.  Todd— I  would  state  that  the  gentleman  who  is  to  preach  in  Uiis  room 
is  a  stranger  here,  and  Is  a  Congregationalist,  and  tiiere  is  no  church  for  the 
purpose.  I  do  not  think  it  would  desecrate  this  house  by  having  preaching 
Ime  for  a  few  Sundays. 

Mr.  Prvsgott— I  agree  with  the  gentleman's  views  in  r«>gard  to  the  suitii- 
biUty  of  the  place,  but  I  will  state  for  the  information  of  the  House,  that  there 
is  a  bill  before  ns  to  remove  the  seat  of  government  to  tte  Mechanier*  Insti- 
tute. If  that  passes,  and  I  trust  it  will,  the  removal  will  be  almost  immedi- 
ate, and  our  control  of  this  Hall  will  cease  at  once.  I  have  no  objection  to 
ihe  object  in  view,  but  we  probably  will  not  have  the  power  to  grant  this 
request 

Mr.  Todd — I  think  the  gentleman  has  resorted  to  a  poor  subterfuge,  f<^  If 
<the  bill  should  pass,  we  could  not  remove  in  six  weeks. 

Mr.  Creigh— I  think  we  have  too  many  churches  in  New  Orleans  to  turn 
fibertj  Hall  into  a  church. 

M%.  Christib— I  do  not  think  it  would  desecrate  the  hall  to  have  a  little 
preaching  in  it,  but  I  believe  there  are  a  plenty  of  churches  vacant 

The  request  was  granted  by  the  following  vote— yeas,  38 ;  nays,  22. 

Mr.  Brooks  offered  a  resolution,  giving  the  clergymen,  who  had  officiated 
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in  the  House,  one  kondred  dollars  each,  and  flye  hnndred  dollars  to  the  chief 
derk,  as  extra  compensation.* 

The  latter  elaose  of  the  resolution  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Creigh  oflfered  a  substitute  giving  the  clergymen  five  hundred  dolTarff 
each,  wliich,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Christie,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  subject  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Breclcenridge  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  bank  bill. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whbelbr~I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  Senate  bills  on 
their  second  reading. 

Lost 

Mr.  Michel  took  the  chair. 

The  act  relative  to  the  revision  of  the  codes  and  Statutes  of  the  State,  wat 
taken  up  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Christie— I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  There  is  some- 
thing  deficient,  and  I  only  wonder  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  did  not 
foresee  the  necessity  of  providing  that  copies  of  the  statutes  should  be 
printed.  These 'copies  have  to  be  seat  to  the  secretaries  of  the  different 
States.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  them  to  prepare* 
a  proper  bill 

Mr.  Chamberiain— I  am  astonished  that  the  gentleman  should  request  the 
House  to  print  tiiat  which  they  have  never  seen  and  never  will  see.  It  will 
involve  the  State  in  an  expenditure  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  the 
work  of  this  committee  may  never  be  accepted.  The  committee  has  to  per* 
form  this  work  of  revision  and  submit  it  to  the  next  Legislature.  If  it  is 
approved,  that  body  will  order  it  to  be  printed,  butt  his  Legislature  has  no 
right  to  pass  a  bill  of  that  nature  or  authorize  the  committee  to  have  the 
woik  printed. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted,  and  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  passed  its  final 
reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  M.  Pinniger  and  John  McLean,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  chair^ 


The  chairman  reported  favorably  on   the  bill  and   recommended  Its. 
adoption. 
The  report  was  adopted. 
A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Mr.  Mkexs~I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  the  bill  up. 
Lost 
On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Saturday,  April  1st 


Saturday,  April  1^186&.. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
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On  petition  of  Mr.  Gallagher,  police  officer  to  the  House,  his  per  diem  was 
increased  from  three  to  fire  dollars. 

Mr.  Brooks  presented  a  resolution,  providing  for  a  suspension  of  the  ral« 
after  readfng  reports  of  committees,  in  order  to  act  upon  House  bills  reported 
back  to  t|ie  Senate,  and  bills  at  third  reading,  which  was  tabled ;  as  was  t 
resolution  oflTered  by  Mr.  Griffith,  appropriating  certain  gratuities  to  em- 
ployees. 

Mr.  Laloire  oflTered  a  resolution,  calling  for  a  committee  to  investi^ 
certain  irregularities  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  P.  Felen,  postmaster 
to  this  House — which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Laloire,  Bernard,  and  lograa 
appointed  to  serve  as  committee. 

The  Hon.  J.  T.  Michel  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  a  State  land 
office,  reported  on  favorably  by  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
was  adopted,  on  third  reading,  with  title. 

Mb.  S.  Bkldkx — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  the  bill  enti- 
tled an  act  to  provide  for  the  liquidation  of  the  free  and  chartered  banlu  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Van  Tromp— I  have  a  substitute  to  offer. 

The  substitute  was  read. 

Mr.  Pbbscott— I  move  that  be  laid  on  the  table,  for  it  is  nothing  bat  an 
old  law  vampod  up. 

Mr.  Van  TnoMP—Mr.  Speaker:  This  is  an  old  law,  but  I  think  that  it  is 
entirely  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs.  I  say  that  the  duties 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  should  be  positively  defined,  and  that  there 
•honld  be  a  board  of  currency,  which  can  exercise  a  supervision  over  that 
board. 

Mr.  Christie— Mr.  Speaker :  A  board  of  currency  is  of  no  earthly  avidla- 
bility  at  the  present  juncture,  because  the  banks  are  insolvent  The  bill  is 
utterly  impracticable. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  wa^  carried — yeas,  34 ;  nays,  25. 

The  chiir  decided  the  motion  out  of  order,  whereupon  an  appeal  was 
taken,  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Obbioh— I  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bank  bill  be 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mb.  Fresoott— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  on  its  third  reading. 

Mb.  Eoan— Having  voted  in  the  majority,  I  now  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote. 
Mu.  Presootf-'I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
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Mb.  Mnn— I  more  a  fotpentioa  of  the  roles,  to  take  up  the  ^ill  for  the 
relief  of  J.  M;  Plnniger  and  John  McLean. 

Carried,  and  the  bill  adopted  upon  its  final  reading. 

Mb.  Mbbks—I  now  move  to  reoonsider  the  vote  adopting  the  bill. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mb.  Boodbbaox— I  move  a  snapenBion  of  the  roles,  to  take  np  the  bill 
defining  the  boundaries  between  the  parishes  of  Terrebonne  and  Lafoorohe. 

Carried. 

Mb.  Boudbbaux— The  persons  who  signed  the  petition  against  the  bill  live 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  parish,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  bill — no 
Interest  io»the  part  I  wish  to  annex  to  my  parish.  I  presented  to  the  House 
a  petition  from  the  people  living  in  that  portion  of  the  parish  In  question,  in 
IkTor  of  the  proposed  change. 

Mb.  Lbwih— I  would  like  to  iuiow  if  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  the  report  that  was  made. 

Tbb  Spbakbb— The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parochial  AflSurs, 
and  they  reported  unfavorably. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  on  Its  second  reading. 

Mb.  Todd — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  bill  on  its 
third  reading. 

Carried,  and  bill  adopted. 

Under  the  resolution  adopted  in  the  morning,  the  chair  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committee— Messrs.  Laloire,  Bernard,  and  Ingram. 

The  bill  relative  to  constructing  a  steamboat  canal  from  Yermillion  Bay 
to  the  Sabine  river,  was  taken  up  on  Its  second  and  third  readings. 

Mb.  Badobb— I  move  we  acyoum. 

Lost -yeas  18,  nays  40. 

The  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi  Land  Improvement  Company  biU 
was  called  up. 

Mb.  Chamberlain— I  d'^ny  that  the  bill  is  before  the  House.  It  requires  a 
■Qspension  of  the  rules  to  take  It  up. 

Thb  Spbakbb— So  the  chair  decides. 

The  bill  relative  to  preserving  the  grounds  of  the  capitol  at  Baton  Rouge 
was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  concurred  in. 

Mb.  Dambl— I  move  we  adjourn. 

Loet 

The  land  improvement  bill  was  then  taken  up  under  the  head  of  messages 

lirom  the  Senate.    The  Senate  amended  by  striking  out  the  following : 

**  Provided,  also,  that  no  member  of  the  Ceneral  Assembly  of  this  State 
•hall  become  a  stockholder  of  said  land  improvement  company.'' 

Several  members  having  left  the  hall,  and  there  being  no  quomm,  the 

Hoose  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Monday,  April  3d. 
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McmDAT,  April  8, 1865. 

The  HofUM  met,  pnnmaot  to  a^joiurnment,  at  12  m.,  and  prayer  wts  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strong. 

The  mlnntefl  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Creigh  offered  a  reeolntion  to  rescind  article  81  of  the  mles  of  the 
House,  for  the  parpoee  of  acting  upon  a  reeolntion  appropriating  certain 
snms  as  extra  compensation  for  the  officers  of  tlie  House. 

The  mles  were  suspended  and  the  article  rescinded. 

Mr.  Ghambkrlain— I  move  we  take  up  the  resolution  seriatim. 

Carried. 

Mr.  LaotkBt—I  move  to  amend  by  giving  the  chief  clerH  $600  instead  of 
$260.  After  the  final  adjournment  of  this  House,  the  duties  of  most  of  the 
other  employ^  will  cease,  but  the  chief  clerk  is  charged  with  a  large  amount 
of  unfinished  business,  and  he  will  be  compelled  to  hire  assistance,  and  it 
will  be  a  hard  case  to  force  him  to  pay  them  out  of  his  own  salary. 

Mr.  Harnan— I  think  his  compensation  of  $2500  per  annum  is  a  sufficient 
eompensation,  and  I  am  opposed  to  burdening  the  tax  payers  with  any  such 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Foley— I  beg  that  gentlemen  will  consider  what  they  are  going  to  do. 
We  have  been  employing  thirty-five  clerks,  not  reckoning  the  employ^  of  the 
House,  which  amounts  to  fifteen  more.  They  are  not  satisfied  with  being 
employed  six  months,  and  ask  for  more  money.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  appro- 
priating moneys  to  any  employ^,  for  I  believe  they  have  been  well  paid. 

Mr.  Lester— I  move  to  strike  out  the  clause  relating  to  the  chief  cleriL 

Mr.  —Todd— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Foley — I  call  for  the  order  of  the  day.    The  hour  has  arrived. 

It  was  stated  that  members  were  leaving  the  hall, 

Mr.  BRECKENRiDGB^If  that  bill — the  Bayou  Lafourche  Land  Improvement 
bill— is  brought  up,  I  will  leave  the  hall,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  pre- 
vent me. 

Messrs.  Breckenridge  and  Burke  passed  over  the  railing  and  left  the  halL 

Mr.  Duani— I  move  we  a^oum. 

Lost 

The  Speaker— It  is  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
insult  offered  to  It  by  members  scaling  the  railing  and  leaving  the  hall 

Mr.  Todd— I  move  Messrs.  Breckenridge  and  Burke  be  expelled. 

Mr.  Duanb — I  claim  that  any  gentleman  has  a  right  to  leave  the  hall  when 
there  is  a  quorum  remaining. 

BCr.  Chamberlaik— I  must  protest  against  this  action.  We  have  not  power 
to  expel  these  members.  If  they  have  done  wrong,  they  may  be  impeached. 
I  will  not  vote  on  the  question. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


441 

Mb.  Yam  TRiWP-'AccordiDg  to  the  aonoancement  of  ^e  speaker,  there  18 
rizty-two  members  present  and  these  gentlemen  had  a  right  to  leave. 

Ife.  BoFnj/— I  contend  that  ndther  the  speaker  nor  the  Hoose  has  a  right 
to  detain  a  gentleman,  when  he  desires  to  leave.  Nothing  of  the  kind  has 
ever  oocorred  in.  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  and  I  shall  vote  no  on  the 
motion  to  expel. 

Mr.  Baum— I  refuse  to  vote. 

Mb.  Chbistib— As  one  of  the  gentlemen  has  been  guilty  of  the  offence 
before,  I  shall  vote  in  the  alflrmative. 

The  motion  to  expel  resulted  as  follows— yeas  30,  nays  21. 

No  qnonmi  voting,  a  call  of  the  House  was  demanded.  ' 

Mb.  Pearson— I  move  that  the  gentlemen  be  compelled  to  vote  who  haT« 
reftised. 

The  roll  was  called  and  a  quorum  found  to  be  present. 

The  motion  to  expel  was  declared  lost,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mb.  Lastbr— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  take  up  the  resolutioa 
under  consideraUon. 

Lost 

BCb.  Bofill^I  move  we  adjourn. 

Lost. 

The  Bayou  Lafourche  land  in^rovement  bill  was  then  taken  up,  under  th« 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Folbt— I  move  we  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mb.  Bofill— I  demand  a  call  of  the  House — members  are  leaving,  and 
there  is  not  a  quorum  present 

The  roll  was  called,  and  68  memb^n  responded. 

A  quorum  having  been  obtained,  the  motion  to  concur  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  was  put  with  the  following  result— yeas,  44; 
nays,  13. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  vote  was  not  decisive,  there  being  no  quorum 
voting. 

Mb.  Foubt— I  appeal  firom  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mb.  B<mLL— I  protest  against  the  appeal  being  put,  since  there  is  no 
quorum,  and  move  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  58  members  responded. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  was  sent  for  absent  members,  and  reported    ot 
success. 

Mb.  Bofill— I  more  we  a^jourm 

Carried— yeas,  29 ;  nays,  27. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  12  m.,  Toesdayi  April  4th. 
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,«  Tuesday,  April  4, 1865. 

The  HouM  met  pareuani  to  acyoarnment,  but  accomplished  no  businees, 
and  finally  adjourned  ontil  7}  p.  u. 

EVEKINO    8BS8I0X. 

Tuesday,  April  4, 1865. 

The  Hoose  met  porsuant  to  adjonniment  at  7  J  o'clock,  p.  m.,  Hon.  S.  Belden, 
speaker,  in  the  chidr. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  following  resolation : 

Resoltjed,  That  (1000)  one  thousand  copies  of  the  journal  and  (1500)  fifteen 
hundred  copies  of  the  debates  of  this  House  be  published  in  book  form,  for 
the  use  of  the  members  and  the  oflScers  of  the  State,  bj  the  state  printer. 

Adopted. 

M9.  BoFiLL— 1  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  the  geneval 
appropriation  bill,  reported  back  from  the  Senate  with  amendments. 

Carried. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  relative  to 
striking  out  appropriations  for  the  following  charitable  institutiona :  "Prj* 
tania  Street  Asylum,  First  District/'  *<  House  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm," 
<*  House  of  the  Five  Wounds,"  JeflPerson,  and  the  bill  was  returned  to  tlM 
Sraate* 

Mr.  Mbeks — I  move  a  suspenrion  of  the  -rules,  to  take  up  the  Senate  bill 
entitled  *<  An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  five  Congreasioiial 
Districts." 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  bill  adopted  on  its  final  reading. 

Mb.  Presooit— I  wish  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Beadvedf  That  the  translation  of  the  bills  be  dispensed  with  until  after  the 
adjournment,  with  a  view  of  having  all  acts  passed  enrolled  before  the  hour 
of  adjournment,  and  that  the  translating  clerk  be  allowed  ten  days  to  com- 
plete his  work. 

Mr.  Baum  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

WhertaSf  B.  L.  Lynch,  attorney  general  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  has 
caused  to  be  transferred  several  suits  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  First  Dis- 
trict Court  of  New  Orleans,  alleging  that  justice  could  not  be  Imd  In 
said  court ;  theretore, 

Be  U  rescloed,  That  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  attorney  general  is  a 
reflection  against  the  judiciary  of  the  State,  against  the  character  of  the  reg- 
ularly established  courts  thereof,  and  against  the  intes^ritv  of  the  people  who 
elected  him  to  his  office,  and  from  among  wl^om  the  juries  of  the  courts  are 
drawn. 

Be  U  further  resolved.  That  suob  conduct  on  the  part  of  said  R  L.  Lynch 
is  unlawyerlike,  unbecoming  a  hiffh  public  officer,  and  expressly  contrarv  to 
the  laws  which  he  has  sworn  to  sflpi^ort,  and  which  alone  should  govern  him 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Be  U  fwrOm  resolved,  That  this  attempt  to  cast  odium  upon  the  judiciary, 
the  jurors,  citizens  and  people  of  the  State,  deserves  the  severest  reprehen- 
sion ;  that  if  there  is  any  difficulty,  as  alleged  by  said  B.  L.  Lynch,  in  obtain- 
ing justice  in  the  courts.  It  is  owing  to  the  want  of  ability  on  the  psrt  of  the 
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attorney  general ;  that  the  said  Bartholomew  L.  Ljoeh  be,  and  Is  hereby 
reqaested  to  resign,  and  give  an  opportunity  to  the  eitiiens  of  the  State  to 
elect  a  more  competent  officer. 

Mr.  Batjii— My  object  in  premntiog  that  reeolntion  is  to  show  yoa  what 
kind  of  a  man  B.  L.  Lynch  ia.  He  has  done  everything  he  coald  in  Wash- 
ington to  prevent  the  admission  of  oar  delegates  in  Congress,  and  I  have  a 
document  before  me  in  proof  of  that  fttet 

Mb.  Michel— I  move  to  lay  the  resolatlon  on  the  table. 

U)6t 

Mb.  Chambebuox— Previous  to  calling  the  roll  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  allow  me  to  explain  my  vote.  1  shall  vote  against  it,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  I  will  not  condemn  any  man  unheard.' 

llie  motion  to  adopt  wariest— yeas,  20 ;  nays,  39. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  announcing  that  that  body  had 
reconsidered  the  amendments  to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  and  returned 
it  to  the  House  as  with  all  its  original  provisions. 

The  resolution  giving  extra  compensation  to  certain  officers  and  employees 
of  the  House  was  called  up,  but  no  decisive  action  taken. 

Mr.  Seymour  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Eescivedf  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  are  eminently  due,  and  hereby  tendered  to  the  Hon.  Simeon 
Belden,  of  St  Martin,  for  the  courteous,  impartial  and  dignified  manner  with 
which  he  has  presided  over  our  deliberations,  during^  the  two  sessions  of  the 
Legislature. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  O'Connor  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  due  to  Ex-Governor  Hahn,  for 
the  ability  and  patriotism  with  which  he  has  administered  the  affairs  of  the 
State. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  the  following  resolution : 

B«  U  regolvedf  That  we,  the  members  of  the  loyal  Legislature,  feel  it  an 
irresistible  duty  we  owe  to  our  most  worthy  and  esteemed  governor,  J.  Mad- 
ison Wells,  who  was  recently  inaugurated  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  our  gallant 
State,  in  his  policy  in  reorganizing  the  judiciarv  of  our  State,  and  alto  in  the 
names  he  has  selected  to  mi  the  Cerent  judicial  positions. 

Be  U further  resolved,  That  we  are  now  about  to  retire,  by  adjournment, 
from  our  arduous  labors  as  members  of  the  first  Legislature  that  has  ever  met 
under  the  folds  of  a  national  banner  that  proclaims  freedom  and  eouality, 
which  will  be  handed  dolm  to  posterity  with  pride  and  happiness,  and  whi^ 
the  friction  of  time  cannot  efface,  nor  the  hands  of  the  tyrant  Impede ;  we 
cannot  leave  our  duties,  as  such,  without  expressing  our  gratitude  in  the 
manner  in  which  our  governor  has  condupted  tne  affafrs  of  the  State,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  also  expressing  our  utmost  and  most  sincere  gratitude 
at  the  successes  of  the  immortal  leaders  of  the  army  throughout  our  whole 
country,  and  before  the  meeting  of  a  succeeding  L^^ture,  that  the  flag  of 
our  nationality  may  float  as  proudly  over  every  Inoh  of  rebel  territory  as  it 
does  now  over  the  ramparts  and  parapets  of  Atlanta  and  Charleston. 

Resolution  adopted. 
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T]»B  hoar  for  a^jonming  the  House  haviog  aniTedi  the  speaker,  Hon.  S. 
Belden,  addressed  the  members  as  follows : 

OenOemen  cflht  House  qf  Rfpresentatives  cfihe  Stale  of  Zouifiana  .-—nader 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  we  adjourn  this 
evening.  I  must  tender  to  jou  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  assistance 
given  to  me  in  ihe  discharge  of  my  official  duties  from  the  commencement  of 
our  labors.  I  do  not  make  this  acknowledgment  formally,  but  ih>m  the 
earnest  feelings  of  my  heart  Notwithstanding  there  has  been  a  diversity  of 
action  and  sentiment  I  believe  I  can  say  truthfully,  that  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  as  one  man,  have  looked  to  the  welfare  of  their  constituents  in 
their  leeislation.  Whatever  some  may  say  to  the  contrary,  time  will  prove 
the  trutn  of  the  assertion,  and  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  ome  to  judge  of  our 
honesty  and  uprightness  of  purpose.  If  we  have  erred,  it  is  only  human :  it 
is  divine  to  forget.  In  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  as  your  presiding  officer, 
I  have  endeavored,  as  far  as  my  abilities  permitted  me,  to  deal  out  equal 
justice,  and  if  I  have  not  done  so  in  all  cases,  it  has  been  an  error  of  the  head 
and  not  of  the  heart,  and  must  be  attributed  to  ignorance  rather  than  a  dis- 
position to  deal  uojustlv  or  unfairly.  We  close  to-night,  but,  fellow  members 
of  the  Legislature,  our  labors  do  not  cease.  We  have  embarked  on  a  mission 
that  is  sacred,  but  whose  destiny  is  not  accomplished  yet,  and  we  must  push 
forward  in  the  restoration  of  civil  government  In  this  State,  and  not  falter  in 
the  great  work  we  have  undertaken.  This  is  but  the  dawn  of  our  labors. 
The  future  is  before  us  replete  with  interest,  and  in  restoring  to  our  constit- 
uents the  Sdcred  trust  they  have  reposed  in  our  hands,  we  must  at  the  same 
time  form  a  resolute  determination  to  push  forward  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
the  cause  of  the  nation,  and  the  cause  of  humanity  all  the  world  over.  [Great 
applause.] 

Again  I  thank  you  for  the  kind  manifestations  you  have  ever  extended  to 
me  as  your  presioing  officer,  and  declare  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  a^oumed  sine  die. 
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REPORTS   OF   STATE   OFFICERS. 
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Stjitb  of  Loclsiana,  ) 


New  Oflefths,  October  3,  1864. 
l^b^'dmerat' Assent  "'  '    *     '  '*/  '^.'  ' 

Iq  accordance  with  the  provl8ij[^.f)f.j«i.^ty  entitled  "  An  Act  to  reflate '^ 
tl»ftofl9cie  oil  Anditor  of  Pub^(>,J^[^yI^^lJi^;^^^OY^,MjW 
thHhftWMirtto  submit  tbiB,  .my.  lepioirJt.oC  tbe.ft^Q^l.  (^rotioQfl'Ofi.ih^t  $tate, ofj: 
L6|ii^Wiki',*from  theoommeBeeBoent-  of- the  admilirtaMlo^  ^of^Gen'^'Shepleyv:^ 
tlvani^inflitarygoreHiot,  to  the  SOth  Septc^Aibi^j,  1864.  .  .   '      .    '         '       * 

^ep^jj^d  upon  the  'discharge  of  Ihe  duties  of  jpay.pflScOftS  auditor^  oiithe^ 
4th-day'ef-lfarch,  1864,  and  on  the  9th  of  tliat  month  obtained  possession  of 
BtiiAi  Wo^  ahd papersrelatiog  to- the offiee ■  as  were- in  poBseBtiion  of  Mr.  S. 
M.  Torry,  late  auditor.  .r/^'  J-    :'  - 

'9h6  Urkto  portioa  of  thebookS;.  papers,  and  documcnlB'feltitiBg io  ibe  ^ 
trtBiskcfeJns  of  tins  department  in  former  yearn-,  were-  se^r'^teA'  tjt'^efetroy^d  '• 
bjf^t^^f^bfW^  at  the  time  of  their  fbandoninent  of  the  cajj^t^^and  public 
offices  ai  Baton  Rouge,'  in  ^^\  XSJiJJ^ Vp^.  ^t^Vri  ^p4  probably  the  most  Talu- 
*W  W?^9^  ^®^®  removed  by  Mr.  Perijta,.tteirjju4f^)ir, jfti\d^^^^ 
recovwcd.-^^e  destnictlon  and  removal  of  such  bobss  arid  documehtt  * 
render  it  impossible  to  present  ^f^^B^^fj^^fXi  of  the  condition  and  fiscal 
operations  .of  the  State  dnrine  the  intejval  fropi  th^  dosQ  ojf  thq  year  1861. to 
the  commencement  of  the  admmistratipn  of  military  Gov.  Sheplcy. 

two  large  boxes  oi  books  and  papers  Pfictainmi^  to  this  oiiice,,WDicli  ne  had 
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discoyered  buried  a  short  distance  from  Baton  Rouge;  but  they  had  become 
80  badly  decompoeed  in  their  subterranean  retreat,  that  the  discoTery  will  be 
•f  little  service  to  the  oiBoe. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  State 
treasury  during  the  administration  of  the  late  military  governor,  as  the  same 
appears  upon  the  books  of  Mr.  Torry,  late  auditor,  and  presenting  the  con- 
dition of  the  treasury  on  the  9th  March,  1864 : 
Amount  received  by  T.  G.  A.  Dexter,  late  state  treasurer,  from 
his  predecessor  in  office ;  said  amount  being  deposited  in  the 

LouiBiana  State  Bank  in  ^*  Confederate  notes,'' $462,752  13 

(There  being  no  information  in  this  office  as  to  what  several 
frinds  this  amount  belongs,  I  have  placed  It  to  the  account  of 
'*  Greneral  Fund,'' — see  statement  A.) 
Total  amount  of  receipts  by  the  State  during  the  term  of  office 

of  S.  H.  Torry,  former  auditor,  as  shown  by  his  books 702,645  53 

Total  amount  of  disbursement  during  the  same  period 330,052  70 

Leaving  on  March  9, 1S64,  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  current 

funds  of ;... $372,592  83 

And  of  "Confederate  notes"  of 462,752  13 

Maidng  the  total  amount ..$835344  96 

STATEMENT  A, 
Showing  the  various  sources  of  revenue  and  the  funds  to  which  the  receipts 
-were  credited. 

OENBRAL  FUND. 

•Confederate  notes  received  firom  former  treasurer $462,752  13 

Received  as  auction  duties 57,516  31 

Received  as  State  tax,  proper 246,038  03 

^ceived  as  licenses  on  trades,  eto 198,298  50 

^Received  for  redemption  of  lands. 387  32 

Received  from  other  sources 3,810  14 

Total ..$968.802  43 

SCHOOL  FUND. 

Received  as  mill  tax $147,609  89 

Received  as  poll  tax  11,995  00 

Total ..$159.604  89 

INTERNAL  DtPROVXMBNT  KIND. 

Received  as  internal  improvement  tax $36,990  34 

STATEMENT  B, 
Showing  in  detail  the  different  receipts  mentioned  in  Statement  A. 

CONFEDBRATE  NOTES. 

This  amount  was  left  by  the  Confederate  authorities  in  their  haste  to 
jetreat  before  the  advancing  army  of  the  United  States,  but  nothing  is  known 
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in  regard  to  what  seyeral  fiinds  it  belonged  to,  or  how  it  was  received^ 
$462,762  13. 

The  returns  made  to  this  offioe  bj  J.  M.  Serpaa,  BheriflT  and  tax  collector 
for  the  parish  of  St  Bernard,  show  that  he  has  still  in  his  hands  the  som  of 
$2,421  24  in  Confederate  notes,  received  by  him  in  payment  of  taxes  for  the 
year  1861,  preyious  to  the  occupation  of  the  State  by  the  Federal  authorities. 

Mr.  Serpas  received  them  fn  payment  of  taxes  when  the  State  was  in 
rebellion,  and  they  were  by  the  rebel  laws  legal  tender.  In  my  report  to 
the  State  Constitutional  Convention,  in  May  last,  I  mentioned  this  subject, 
and  was  directed  by  that  honorable  body  to  accept  the  notes  from  Mr.  Serpas, 
and  relieve  him  from  so  much  of  his  liability  to  the  State  in  my  final  settle- 
ment with  him. 

.^  AUCTION  DCTIKS, 

Showing  in  detail  the  collections  up  to  March  9, 1864,  as  per  Mr.  Terry's  books. 

1862.  RKCEITKD  OP 

Oct  17,  6.  L^aumont  for  quarter  ending  June  30, 1862 $    909  26 

"        P.  J.  Spear           *•               "           "        "        36  51 

"        C.  R  Forstall       "               "            "        '*        70  45 

•*        J.  B.  Crozat         "               **           "        "        15  30 

"        R.  Guitterrez        "               "            "        "        31  S5 

"        D.  B.  Morphy        •*               **           "        "        510  31 

"        M.Bamett            "               "            "        "        6  35 

"        E.  M.Jacobs        "               "           "        "        ..........  19  00 

"               "                    "               "        Sept  30, 1862 135.63 

**        R.  Scott                "               «*        June     *♦        206  50 

**        R.  B.  Sykes  for  two  quarters  ending  Sept  30,  1862 865  85 

**        R.  Scott                "               "            *♦        "          296  87 

'•  21,  J.  Hoffman            "               "            "        "        1,252  13 

*•  22,  C.  Sartory             "               "            "        "        1,959  66 

"  22,  J.  Hotz                  "               "            "        *t        131  37 

**  27,  R.  T.  Montgomery  for  two  quarters  ending  Sept  30, 1862.  1,812  92 

Nov.  4,  G.  W.  McCerren    "               "               "           *♦         "     . .  541  48 

*'  19,  H.  H.  McLean  for  quarter  ending                     "         •<     . .  100  50 

"  25.  N.  Vignie              "               "          June  30, 1862 433  68 

Dec.  15,  J.  Neville,  for  two  quarters  ending  Sept  30, 1862 127  12 

1863. 

Jan.    2,  J.  B.  Crozat  for  quarter  ending  December  31,  1862 294  36 

"         D.  W.  Farrington        "           "           "               "        . . . .  4,490  38 

"    5,  E.M. Jacobs                "            "            "               "        ....  63  45 

*»    6,  D.  R  Morphy              "           "            "   -           "        ....  588  10 

••    7,  H.  H.  McLean              *           "           "               *'        .   .  283  35 

**    ft,  R.  Scott                      "            "            "               "        . . . .  280  45 

"  10.  J.  P.  Bolsseau              "            "           "               "        . . . .  99  75 

"  16,  G.  W.  McCerren          "            **            "               "        ....  96  03 

**  17,  T.  Keeler                      "            '*            "               "        . . . .  79  59 

"  17,  J.  Hoffman                   "            "            "               *•        . . . .  1,207  85 

"  20,  Thomas  Richardson     "           "           "               "        . . . .  148  66 

"  20,  G.  Uaumont                "            "            "                "         . . . .  227  60 

"  26,  R.  T.  Montgomery        "            "            "               "...  1,484  46 

Amount  carried  forward $18,807  27 
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J.  Holz        for  quarter  ending  December  31, 1832 


T.  Keeter  .'- 
D.ELMorpkj  .  k 
G.  W.iMcCesrfen  „, 
J.  1^.  Boisseau  .  ^' 
Stephen  Datrfe  '  ' 
'R»So6rt 

|i.H.^cIj.eao  .  ;, 
H.  Flynn 
6.  L^aumont 
J.  Holz 
Isaac  T.Hart 
James  Hoffman 
,R  T.  Montgpmf  ry 
fi.  M.  Jacobs 
J.  B.  Crozat 
G.P.l'hinney 
J.  P.  Boisseau   • 
H.  H.  McLean 
D.  E.  Morphy     • 
T.  Keeier 
P.  F.  trinchard 
R.  T.  Montgomery 
G.  L^aam^ont. . 
W.P.Vincent  • 
Isaac  T.  flart 
J.  Hoffman 
Stephen  Davis 
R.  Scott        . 
J.  Holz 

G.  W.  McCerren 
R  M.  Jacobs 
T.Keeler 
3.  B.  Boisseau 
J.  P.  Pbjnney : 
J.  B.  Crozat 
G.  L^aum^nt 
S.  Davis 

F.  F.  Trinchard 
\V.  P.  Vincent 
H.  H.  McLean 
D.  E.  Morphy 
R.  Scott 

G.  W.  McCerren 
James  Hoffman 
J.  Holz 
B.  Turpin 
George  E.  Tyler 
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63  05 

32/61 

187--J 

226 

2  33 

109  50 

18  37 

136  40 

100  83 

81  42 

.534  17 

-r73  53 

66  74 

1^07  60 

9&3  10 

1(522  35 

4,122  53 


,:i.. 


.\h' 


^^^'i. 


/Vl. 


...4.." 


Amount  carried  forward $48,605  58 
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''«^^5i; 


-Amount  brougbt  forward $?8;^05  58 

""  "" "^  ""'' "       ' 636  95 

27  80 
25  33 


^^'*^ 'ii;-^.  T.  lifbTi^omjBry/ibV^dtfarter  ending  Sept  30, 1862. . . . 


u«.*.[ 


idireri 
"    30,  J.  P.  Boiaseau 
**    30,Jos,Hplz. 

/£   90,  G.li^kti&ibnt  ** 

''*"'BO,R.ScoU    , 

«    30.P.*^'mli6bard  .," 

«    30,  B.  Tnrpin            ''  '    ^* 

"    30,  Wm.  P.  Vincent.  ", 

"   30,T.Keeler          ''  '^^^ 

,, '!   30,  Juftaif  Kfeville  " 

**^  «0,  Jamea  Hoffman  " 

*'    30,G.'A.^aU  " 

"    30,  H.  H.  McLean  '* 

"    30,  Stephen  Davia  «.          " 

*<   30,  Anthony  Fernarifle^/ "*"  « 

,.  "    30,  D.  IS.  iwrphy  "          •« 

•^  '30,  R.  B.  §y|£e8  «           « 
«    30,  G.H  lyler  for  two  quarters   « 

"    30,J.  Fleury          ' '^  '  ^''^           ♦' 

1864. 

Feb.    6,  G.  P.  Phinney 


W^  .'■  "  »ivV   .A  K,W.     vV^C^xV    >W'0.«t 


JP39;03 


"' ^« "'J''':";';.r'ii^^i5^-^ 

" M  . .  .  . « ; .• . .  ^^'  46l'W8 


•■'i^ 


41 ii It . '..'i-'l  'N)  ■'•'"^Ji57»/gj2 

'« •< "'I'-'l'^'.^J.  •.■^"  »1S^  >f8 


J* « « .•.•.;  ^^'^  S^'SO 

■4»i.;'  '',u\  .«^  '■'.    -/*^,'.i  ■.!;.'..""  -''-^I'Se 
"  "         .•\>'''U<^    ^^   22  18 

.« « «  .       •■;..■>  ''"i'      Bt^O^ 

■«■  .       ■    « « ;;;.  '     'Joil'fe 

.«      ...  M.'t.'V  .<n*«pr)/«.-ffjiii!  f-"2'41*'97 

«  « «■:*/:■/ i;SlB'*2 

K u tf  L.'-l   Uj  ^''■''B6''l}7 

«       -    '    •'^        ....         63  65 

T    .J  ..<♦    .V-^  t'  -■?■:    ' 


STATEMENT  B— CoNTiJfUED. 


$57Al«^ill- 


Showing  in  detail  the  ddlMtions  of  taxes,  from  the  seyeriilpbifsbes^riDJg 
e  term  of  office  of  the  former  auditof;  S.  A.+ohyt  '    .',^   '  '    "  *    n/T 

M 


^  BOLLS  OF,  I  §61  — NIW  0RUA^'8. 


;:*"tr 


i^tiv^  Dw<rid— W:  R,  Orainy  CoUedor. 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax , 

Internal  bnprovement  Tax 

Poll  Tax..,,,. .V 

Licenses  of  1861. : .- 

^SeimfTHsti^d—p.W.  G,  Campbell,  C6L 

State  Tax,  trt-ctoerj 

MUl  Tax .1 

Internal  Improvement  1%^ 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1862. .  .^ . . . .' 

,  Third  Didtrid-^diui^  B.  Lang,  Col. 

'fitate^fax,  'ptopeti > 

Mill  Tax..,.,.,,., 

Internal  Inmrcfveinent  Tat. 

Poll  Tax 

licenses  of  1862 


$74,106  30 

3,BSS  00 


AwMiotrcmiad  f^rwardo « z. 


O&NflRAL 
FUNB. 


45,332  00 
25^^27  13 


16^10  00 


6,8^7  50 


SCUOdL '  i 
•  •  FUND;  •  ■ 


/■i  :iul 


itol^  45 


^^K 


'U' 


15,1^  feO^ 
.11 -^66' 00 


5,864  64 


'686  OOi 


;4'>  ]'."!•  t.*:I 

./.-T  <.!,   >. 
./>/|-   Hi!/ 

il  .';  n  .t  .1 

M64'lt3 


$178,049,jW  «7JM70  4fl> 


0.    ', 


A 


$16,346  65 
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APPENDIX. 


GENERAL 
FUND. 

school 

FUND. 

internal 

IMP.  FUND. 

Amonnt  brought  forward 

FDurth  District— John  X.  Davids,  Col. 
State  Tax,  proper 

$171,222  34 
13,283  40 

8,655  00 
1,286  91 

5,984  50 

745  00 
10,080  05 

300  00 
1,338  86 

44,012  69 

45,125  00 
825  00 

35,220  12 

42,985  00 
9,457  82 

$70,370  49 

7,949  38 
1,089  00 

830  16 
6  00 

3,581  61 
498  00 

6,015  93 
218  00 

806  56 
133  00 

26,403  25 
1,473  00 

$159,351  25 
21,132  10 

1,439  00 

$16,346  65 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

1,987  08 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1862 

Orleans,  Right  Bank— (?.  C.  Fbry^  Col. 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

211  % 

Poll  Tax 

Parish  of  Jefferson— t/ho.  R  Schemer. 

(Mector. 
State  Tax 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

922  35 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1862 .  .^ 

Parish  of  Plaquemines— Jto6<.  John- 

aony  OoUector. 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax..!^..!^.. ;:..:::::. ::;:;:;. 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

1,542  72 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1863 

Parish  of  St.  Bernard— J:  Jf.  Serpas, 

CoUedor, 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax..*^..!^ .:.:..::::;. 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

201  67 

Poll  Tax 

ON  ROLLS  OF  1862  -NEW  ORLEANS. 

First  District- W.  R.  Grain,  CoUedor. 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

6,600  51 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1863 

Licenses  of  1864 

Second Distnct—D.W.  C.  Camjibell,  Col 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

5,283  04 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1863 

Third  Distrid— Charles  B.  Lang,  Col 
State  Tax,  proper 

Amount  carried  forward 

$  75,421  69 

$431,026  14 

$33,095  95 
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APPENDIX. 


OBNBRAL 
•  FUND. 

SCHOOL 
FUND. 

INTERNAL 
IMP.  FUND. 

Amount  brought  forward 

Mill  Tax 

$  75,421  69 

14,310  00 
11,206  68 

11,015  00 
130  00 

1,420  25 

985  00 
3,361  99 

1,640  00 
404  42 

195  00 
726  00 

910  00 

684  00 

$431,026  14 
5,656  19 

511  00 

6,723  68 
968  00 

853  01 
150  00 

2,017  99 
526  00 

243  64 
10  00 

$33,095  98 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

1,411  65 

Licensee  of  1863 

Fourlh  Distrid^-Jchn  i.  DavieSj  OoL 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tar .,.,., 

1,680  77 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1863 

Licenses  of  1864 

Orleans,  Right  Bank— (?.  C,  Fory^  Ccl. 
State  Tax,  proper , 

Mill  Tax........ :::... ::.... 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

233  96 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1863 

Pakish  of  Jefferson— Jho.  K  Schaffer, 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

607  07 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1863 

Parish  of  St.  Bsrxard — J,  M,  SerpaSy 

GoUedor. 
State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax  .^.   :.... 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

60  91 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1863 

Parish  of  St.  James— P.  M.  ^opice,  Col 
Licenses  of  1863 

Parish  of  St.  John  Baptist — P.  B. 
MarmiUum,  Collector. 

Parish  of  Assumption— Jos.  D.  Ford, 

CoUedw. 
Licenses  of  1863 

Total ■ 

$444.33^  53 

$519,604  89 

$36,990  34 

RKDEMPTION  OP  LANDS. 


Tbe  receipts  under  this  head  were  all  from  Jefferson  parish,  except  one 
item  of  $10  31  fh)m  Orleans  parish.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  records 
of  forfeited  land  on  file  In  the  auditor^s  office  were  either  removed  by  the 
Confederate  authorities  or  destroyed  by  fiie  at^e  time  of  the  burning  of  the 
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•40  "ASt^esoix. 

"St^Je  Hppse  at  Baton  Ron^i^,  audjnb  duplicated  hiv6  y6t  b^fi  obt^tfi^,  ei- 
fiftp  t  f WW  Jefferwo ,  parish.     > , ,    ., 

Tb«  $3,810  14,  mentioned^fw  ^^^reeelved  from  other  sources,"  was  receiTed 
4s  lioitoW;  Ytt  i  PiWi  Capt^i^<)tcr<5i89  forme88^tat€fd'^ii{^i^6J^tllf^S|i^ 
to  Ijhe  liouisiaDa  voluDteers,  and  aflerwardd'tahi'e^  <^Vei;'^  th^JH^^^ 
ment,  $1G9  li,,  iFrom  U.  D.  Terrebobne^  seai^i;  of  Feigliti?  ai^d  mei«arefilis- 
the  Second  and  Third  Distritis^  of  New-  Orleans,  for  fines-  6oitocted/^89  'Oi. 
From  Joseph  Hernandez,  fomer  .State  tak  fe<illW(Hoi^  fbi- ihe 'Seco^W 
of  New  Orleanp^  an^oun^  refunded  to  the  State  for' expenses  nf  Jw%i^j|;yi1^|r 
then  office  of  State  tax  (iollector  of  the.  SecpAd.PifltirltH^  jtf,Hovf/iOrlfiM«|,ili 
consequence 'of  the  de«ruction  of  Uie  reoords-of.  the  office,  -$454.'^  ^k^li 
Moses  Bates,  financial  a^ent*  MaW  penitentiary;  »  draft  enc^dl^ed)t>y;'G^ii:!rf, 
F.  Butler  and  Gen.  Shepley,  in  favor  oi^  T^j(?^!i^vP^\e^;^J¥^*u^e^  .i^^M^fO 

■,     ...  ■■■-  '' ST^ATEMENT  C: "^ 'l-'^'l  •^- ■ 'V.' 7. 

; ,  Showing  the  disbursements  from  the  treasury  (^^^gi^JL.'t^j^i^fj/Qffipe-ff 
S.  H.  Torry,  foamier  auditor,  as  exhibited  by.  his  hoolvs  and  yoiichej**  i     .  '  i 

PRteJI  THE   GENERAL- FCKD.  1    to       •>-  J 

As  salaries  in  executive  department., . . ... !':".. ■:\ . ; ;V.^ '. .;, ; i ; ;  ^''  fff,81*  fc 

As  contingent  expenses  of  executive  department ......  '.':■. . ....        7^00  00 

As  office  expenses.. .'. .-. : .  i. » .•.•.•.-.•. ; .- .- . .- .- . . .- .•  .■ .- } . 'J'.\"I    "'^'^  § 

^^eneral  Contmgent  expenses .;;;.•;:;;.;.;;..:;:;.;;  ^  8)&9^  '29 

As  •salaries  in  auditor's  office I ;.-:;;.;.; ;  i{- } .  i . .' '.' .  .^.'  .\ : "'  ^  8^11  ^' 

As  salaries  in  tt^Urer'S  office ;:.-;;;;  i  ;...;;;*;*..;.;  ''  6]60? 


As  salaries  of  judges.  .  .  .  .  .  '.  .  ,  .'....,..;.;;.;,;;..:;;.:;;.  .  .  i    '  '  43;IBT*^ 

As  salaries  of  state  attorneys ....'.... .'.-  .\* . .'.  y. : . .  :U  "•  -'  S^OW*  9i 

As  salaries  of  clerks  of  Opurts ...'...;!..  ^964  90 

As  expenses  of  state  librarjr'. :;;.-;  j  ^ ;;;.;..:;  i ...  :J .  i  2   '  £985  W 

As  pommisrtbns  to  tax  collectors ..•;.;*.•.;;.•.;,,;;.•  j^ ..;  .•       BOStI  '^b 

'As'tempensation  to  aSS^OrS iV;:  :;:•.;:;;;.. '.i';'.".*l:'..;;     U'>,fTT^ 

As  expenses  bf  state  penitentiary .;;.;  i .::;;:;;;  i ;: ...  i ;       14;i4^ 

For  printing  and  advertising;; *.:;.:;:::;;;:;;  i  ;;;...  i  6,^8 

For  registry  of  voters. .,...»... * .  .1  w .'.  1.  ).v^. .  '.\  . . ;  I . . ! .       •  2,7». 

For  expenses  of  elections. .  1 . ; ;;:.;.;;.;  ^ .,  i ....  v. .  I  '  '    3;1TO'_  _ 

For  state  coupons i .  .'5  r. . . . .   . ! , ; . .  .^  . .'.       4S^H^^tfa 

To  the  Catholic  Society  for  Indigent  Orphans  ■. . .  .^: .i. . **; : : . ..'»  ■     1^00 
To  the  Orphan's  Home.'.'..'......   .li, .........  ...^......': ;:'.""      760 

To  the  Ladies  of  Providence .\'  i : ; . : : . :'. . ; .' ''. .  .* .  I .'. ./    '  '  ^  Wt' 

To  the  St.  Vincent's  A^lum ; •:'?l'.*V.  .\ . .  600  00 

To  the  Charity  Hospitar...... j: ..;....  ......i ......  :.i  '  *  11^309^00 

.To  the  St,  Mary  VCatfaoUc  A^lnm: .  ^ 5,000  00 

to  the  Jewish  Widows'  wid  Orpb^nsl  Home.. . . .... . . . . . .       '^  250  00 

To  the  St.  Ann's  Asylum. 500  00 

To  the  Camp  Street  Female  Orphan  Asylum 1,700  00 

To  the  Children's  Home  .  .>,  y;. .-. .....  , ,  ^^  ^,.  s♦lH♦^ 250  00 

To  the  Female  Orphan  A?ylum 1,000  00 

Ho  tl|e  Asyldmof  Ma*e8:aildiBUfldI^i.i.x/i.Li..i.iui.-.3yL;u....,  ;>      l,g00  00 

Jo  c^pt (ipf^'s  A.  Q  u. ,u...s,A, , . .  :,fy. , ^. , , ,  ,:-.o  ,.,^,^ .  K. ,  -  im  i; 

J-or  I^ouisiana  yqlupteers. . . ..,,,.  ...^.,,,. .,.,.,,  .^. . .., .  ,.^..,   ,    ,  1^6^  B8 
;  !    :T0tal.diflfejLar8emeftt6ifrom6iinataa.FiiodiL..«..jj...i4.  $947^20  20 
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fiPofcUy.  pf  New  Orleans  for  the  Public  Schools.. . 


[Ta-aHy  pf.New  Qrieaps.fbr  the  SchpQlfl  of  |]^^^.,  GpVori^A  GUil^  ■■,  yr  a 
I,,  .  -4rpn,  bj  order  of  .Gov.  Shejjley.. , ,. . » >  .♦-  ♦  v  -ir^^ri-i'  -♦  m  J-  <  i  ^  m'  4?WiO..OO 
;  i<x  tlie  Parish,  pf  JeiTerson. ........  ^ .....»,  ;^ ,  -  /^ . m^^  ^ ,{ .  v., ?  ^  f  -i     l  r rti^f .^  ♦  ^^ 

'*.  :    .       .  .:.■  r     ■,■'1  -r, ,;■,'•  )  •'■f-",'f  'J  n  " — 

I.  Total  jigborsemente  fi?pm  3!QbooiFpo4.^f  .|^ ...... .,; .  fh^  :pB^<9|.2  52 

•■>•■  :    -  !     -.»'•;•  <   .  .  •;  iM  •-..■'  ^ ..  -  w..^,;!Ih1,  :-'-.r.!l  '' 

^       '.7  FROM  XH8  pfTBEN^.  JJIfRaVRJIRN?  1^H».  ..,:,,  J  .'/    \.  •' 

'  cThere  hare  been  no'  Sisbun^eiiienls,)'  . '  '    ?  . 

'■>'   ^     •  17;  "■•    '    '-".   :  I  '1  . . 


STATEMENT  D. 


Shonriog  in  ditailthe  disbuiwemeiiiBiaStateiDtobO.  t.i   .;     ir.r  [ni/r 

'Ig^J.  .'  PAIBTO    1'^    —'-I  -!■.:■•/./    riilril   oT 

6ct:  24,  L.  Surgi,  inspector  of  lerecs,  Stl'Bemard  and  Ort^Wrt?'  ''    |]  " 
-       parishes,..........;... '. /.:;:!'.'.•  >*iyo*T)0 

;i885."  '^      • '■■'  ■  "''■",^  ,1  " 

ian.  *^4,^  Louisiana  State  Bank  forpublic  grounds/3aton  Rorigb. .  '  ■•'^  186  00 
Slay  ^,  T.  C.  A.  Dexter-  for  expenses  of  jdroverndr  «^  suite  la'  ';'=  •';  ' 

(krelousas... :...'.'.....]'  .,  l'^3'40 

June'  30,  D.  W.  0.  Campbell  for  reorganisang  Second' Pistrjpt  to  -  '    ;;    ' 

coHector's  oflSce. ... . . : .....',. .  J:\'. . lU  '     ' "^^^'OO 

;|irov.!10,  FeKx  McOuHoch  for  fitting  nt><iwiveyaiic*PfHc(i'..^.:L  '  '  1^'M 
-    *•    ;30.  David  Oavalbo  for  making  •notariiilt'ecoi^ds'f'ot  siibi*  '  '    '-^  * 

~"     ..  office *...  60  00 

:i>9e.  SIj'Benry  Copeland  for  one  United  States  flag 30  00 

"  "  "  fbufr  mohtbs'  washingf  for  govemor^s 

:trtil«e......:.....:....:\....;;-^.'..':^;.:.;.,;.v  i  :3f  oo 

"  David  Cavalho  for  index  to  notarial:  teoonasil  .v.ll :  .u^:  ^  i  »  ^HO 

"  Felix  McCulloch  for  certificates  of  conveyance  •  to  state  -  '  ^  I 

''        ''■'        assessors..........  ,.i./.w...../^...'..*..;.'.;:i'i  J.  I    !-21'00 

"  John.A%  Watkinsfor  eerreotioBsof-ass^ssmetiti^iifffoti    '- 

1863. ...... .....w.*.w». ......;.;.. i';.v.i//..f  l,*0(r  00 

;t864.  -(i.'".'     -''-    I;:j  .:'J-'rA  ,':•    " 

Feb.  3,  D.  Cavalho  for  indexes  to  notarial  records 40-00 

"         CharkeC/ G.' Thornton,  expense*  as  messebwr  to  WaBbi-     '-'    <<  ■  1 
'  ington...... ...........................  i... '*...;;.»        6»  76 

*  "  **  KO,  D.  Cavolho,  ia  fiiU,  for  indexes  to- notarial  fefebrde.': . . .  i '        6fr  00 
'  <•  lf9; Barnes  F.  Miller  for  contingent  expenses  in  eke«lrtiv*  de- 
■'      ,       partment............   ......   ..:. ILIU  1299^ 

-'      M         ".".'.'/..    "./.[..'.../.    "./.'.'.'.'.[..    '.'..-'A     J'   A  '/ $3,69»  29 

■•    -•::  ■../■•.!,"  ..n7P= 

'     '  CONTIXOENT  ESPENSSa  O**-  KXfiCDT«'B.  DWniRTllENJr.f  ' ' 

'tses.--      »-"■  •  -i-'i.J. 

J^;' !24,  Paid  for  contingent  expenses  execative^eparttn^t....' ^$2,500  00 
jrane25,      " *«.  *♦  '-* «.   1    ;;.L/.  I.  2,500  00 

^De<?.'^,      "    .  "  "  " 1     •♦         .v-r.  '    2,600  00 

:  :     '  ■  $7,500  00 
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12  APPENDIX. 

COMMISSIONS  TO  TAX  COLLECTORS. 

Total  amount  of  commissions  paid  during  the  term  of  office  of  S.  H.  Tony : 

To  W.  R.  Crane,  First  District $16,824  50 

"  D.  W.  C.  Campbell,  Second  District 10,416  41 

"  Charies  B.  Lang,  Third  District 4,113  50 

♦*  John  L.  Davlee,  Fourth  District 4,283  33 

«  G.C.Forey,Orteans,  Right  Bank 652  71 

**  John  E.  Schaffer,  sheriff  parish  of  Jefferson 1.469  62 

"  Robert  Johnson,  sheriff  parish  of  Plaquemines 1,037  00 

"  P.  M.  Lapice,  sheriff  parish  of  St  James , 72  50 

"  P.  B.  Marmiilion,  sheriff  parish  of  St  John  Baptist 62  52 

"  J.  M.  Serpas,  sheriff  parish  of  St  Bernard 339  40 

$39,171  49 

COMPKNSATIOX  TO  ASSESSORS. 

Total  amount  of  salaries  and  commissions  paid  during  the  term  of  office  of 

S.  H.  Torry  : 

To  John  A.  Watkins  of  New  Orleans $7,733  64 

"  H.  Millspaugh,            »*            "       2,600  00 

«  H.  M.  Summers,          "            " 2,500  00 

**  F.  Correjolles,             "            "       •. 2,500  00 

"T.N.Boulet,               "            «       1,477  92 

**  John  E.  Schaffer^  of  Jefferson 250  00 

"  WilUam  Mithoff,    "        •*         842  44 

**  J.  Miller,               "        "        812  86 

"  William  H.  Tov  of  Orieans,  Right  Bank 407  68 

"  Charles  Dunwnchel,  of  St  Bernard 100  00 

"  Levi  Bayhi,  of  Plaquemines 553  32 

$19.677  86 

COUPONS  ox  8TATK  BONDS. 

Total  amount  paid  in  redemption  of  coupons  on  State  Bonds  during  the 
term  of  office  of  S.  H.  Torry  : 

1862.  PAID  TO 

Oct  21,  Baring  Brothers $6,060  00- 

"   24,  Thomas  J.  Durant 210  00 

"  27,  R.  Y.  Chambourg 945  00 

"  28,  Archibald  Montgomery 30  00 

1864. 

Feb.  27,  Wm.  S.  Mount 2,850  00 

"          George  A.  Freret 840  00 

"         Thomas  J.  Durant 916  00 

"          E.  J.  Forstall 20,070  00 

"          E.  H.  Durell     720  00 

"          Charies  Lafltte 1,140  00 

"          A.  &  M.  Heine 810  00 

"          Wm.  DeLarue 270  00 

Julius  Keener 120  00 

"          J.  P.  Labouisse 8,070  00 

"         Charles  DeLassus 150  00 

J.  M.  G.  Parker 120  00 

"          Harman  Daniel 5,190  00 

$48,510  00 
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OFFICE  EXPBNSKS. 
1862.  PAID  TO 

Oct.  18,  J.  McAllister  for  state  treMiirer's  seal  of  office $75  00 

«*  18,  Y.  D.  Reid  for  office  signs  for  treasurer  and  auditor 11  00 

,**  20,  W.  A  J.  McCracken  for  table  for  treasurer's  office 38  00 

"  23,  J.  Peterson  for  coal  for  treasurer  and  auditor's  office 51  00 

"  28,  W.  k  J.  McCracken  for  table  for  governor's  office 85  00 

Not.  1,  Flint  &  Jones  for  removing  furniture  for  auditor 12  50 

*<    4,  P.  Govle  for  removifig  and  repairing  safe  for  treasurer. .  33  50 

*'  19,  Jas.  F.  Miller  for  posUige  stamps  for  governor's  office. . .  15  00 

**  20^  James  &.  Coates  for  repairs  to  safe  in  treasurer's  office. . .  27  50 

Deo.  19,  J.  Peterson  for  coal  for  treasurer  and  auditor's  office. ...  52  50 
**  19,  Petty  cash  account  for  sundry  small  bills  as  per  petty 

cash  book 100  00 

Deo.  24,  N.  O.  Gras  Company  for  lighting  treasurer  and  auditor*8 

office 11  60 

1863. 

Jan.  14,  H.  G.  Stetson  for  stationery  for  governor,  treasurer  and 

auditor's  offices 98  25 

'<  30,  City  of  New  Orleans  for  fitting  up  the  governor's  office. .  442  97 

Feb.  2,  Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book 50  00 

**  13,  J.  Peterson  for  coal  for  treasurer  and  auditor's  offices 52  50 

^  23,  N.  0.  Gas  Company  for  lighting  treasurer  and  auditor's 

offices 19  60 

Mar.  5,  Delta  for  stationery  for  treasurer  and  auditor's  offices. . .  24  00 
Apr.  4,  H.  G.  Stetson  for  stationery  for  treasurer  and  auditor's 

offices 59  75 

May  17,  Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book 50  00 

•*  29,      "      "         "           "               "         "        **     50  00 

June  1,  H.  Cop<»land  for  sundry  expenses  in  governor's  office. . .  29  75 

^    9,  Pet^  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book 100  00 

**  12,  H.  uopeland  fqr  flag  and  staff  for  governor 57  50 

«  30,  H.  G.  Stetson  for  bills  of  stationery,  to  date 76  00 

^  30,  N.  O.  Gas  Company  for  lighting  treasurer  and  auditor's 

offices 21  11 

July  28,  Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book 50  00 

Aug.  12,  Corson  &  Armstrong  for  printing  and  stationery  for  treas- 
urer and  auditor  s  offices 49  25 

"*  15,  H.  G.  Stetson,  bills  for  governor's  and  auditor's  office. . .  24  75 

Sept  6,  H.  Copeland  for  washing  chair  covers  in  governor's  office  10  00 

**  10,  Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book 50  00 

Oct.  1,  T.  Fitzwilliara  for  stationery  for  governor's  office 37  00 

•*    6,  A.  G.  Hills,  of  Bra  office,  printing  and  stationery  for  gov- 
ernor's office 30  00 

^    6,  H.  G.  Stetson  for  stationery  for  governor  and  auditor's 

offices 45  10 

^  SI,  Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book 100  00 

Nov.  SM),  J.  Peterson  for  coal  for  treasurer  and  auditor's  offices. . .  17  50 

Dec  31,  James  Nimick      "                  "                  "           "...  25  00 

••   31,  J.  Peterson          **                  «                  "           «     ....  30  00 
"  31,  N.  O.  Gas  Company,  fbr  lighting  treasurer  and  auditor's 

offices 24  71 


Amount  carried  fonrard $2,136  24 
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AxDoant  brought  fot9rm4<  •>^  •:»  **  K*i $2,136  24 
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off  «1^' 
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.  ja,  MitpMl  for  3^ftrie«i  ifl)i>A»0Wli.--,vv'.  .u  .i.{. . . 
.  JjOxxx^  Bttbkffofc  firw])>ii|^:iti» AiiffOBt.  .vCI.  wu ^ V. . . 
.  H.  MlttibeUfQi:  pitiT!tBliomvF^^^lu!«'«HL«^^i^ 

.  J3o76'.  Honeo  .qC  RQftige'forrbieftil  ^.!Ai«^iu|ti;.'i. . . 
.  J..A* .Latt^R foi: 8»l»iifO  lttt^fie|i^b{«i Jir<|.£i:d. . . 
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I/juia  RuQk  for  Ire^li  roeftt  for.O«te)hBr.j.  iw;  ^tii. . . 

J.  A.  Latten  for  provisions  and  medicines  for  Oct. . 

j&;^lohelL  fov  Tbfe»l,7T0^toJiile0  ADdiBMdloi^  for 

.  .  .  0.<Xtpb.er.  •  • ,  s  «  *  ,,,,>,.............s..i»  Jw:*«ji  J.;;* 

h^wALui4CUQ»'f<>ri«lfi^ligi9tiedQidQtor;^u^  .^).  JZ. . . 
.  City, of  N:^w.0rkaD9  for  X^M  n^m. funiAied  con- 
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.  City.ot  New.0.r]e(;iDs.fprH68jrtfti<tti»:Jitfl>eCQmljer. 

//.CHtfor  Hfitr4)d0ftDs.«Mi.lll3  sdiaoM  ioiJaMflD^l. . . 
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.  DeltA for f>f»ttbg^fM*lQovdpiiOT]s WBoe.iUiiJ. P. .  -  .W  60 

. .  JEHior.pruiUnipifoijfiot^mofcrtejoflijeiu--.  gai-^iX,  .  '-  .68  00 
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•7; 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


16  APPENDIX 

Amoant  carried  forward $2,063  50 

"    2,    "        Bee  ior  publishing  General  Order 36  00 

<*  27,    ''        Louisiana  StaatB  ZeituDg  publishing  General  Order  IS  00 

Apr.  4,    ''        H.  G.  Stetson,  bills  to  date 100  50 

"    4,    **       Era  for  advertising  for  Governor's  ofBce 90  00 

<<    6,    *'       John  A.  Schaffer,  for  advertisiDg  122  50 

June  9,    '*        Era  fbr  advertising  for  Governor's  oflSce 35  00 

"  24,    *'        Louisiana  Staats  Zeitung  publishing  Greneral  Order  57  00 

"25,    *'        Bra  for  publishing  General  Order 239  00 

<'  30,    "        H.G.  Stetson,  bills  to  date 55  00 

**  30,    "       True  Delta  for  publishing  General  Order 60  00 

Aug.  17,  "        Era  for  publishing  General  Order 93  00 

Oct   1,    *'       LouManaStaatsZeitung  publishing  General  Order  20  00 

«    6,    "        Era  publishing  General  Order 78  00 

Nov.  5,    "       Era  publishing  (Jeneral  Order 120  00 

*J    6,    "        Era  for  Assessment  Rolls 30  00 

"    5,    **       New  Orleans  Times  for  publishing  General  Order  40  00 

"    6,    "       rUnion  for  publishing  General  Order 33  00 

"    6,    "        Bee,  publishing  Notice  to  Tax  Payers 46  50 

"  13,    "        Era,  publishing  Notice  to  Tax  Payers 62  00 

*'  16,    **       Wm.  C.  Duncan  for  sixty  registers  of  voters 150  00 

Dec.l8,    "       Era,  for  bills  to  date 217  00 

1862. 

Nov.  8,    **        Alexander  Levy  for  bill  of  stationery  for  treasurer 

and  auditor 474  75 

"  12,    "        H.  G.  Stetson  for  bill  of  stationery  for  Governor's 

office 221  50 

1863. 

Dec.  31,    "       H.  G.  Stetson  for  stationery  for  governor's  and 

treasurer's  office 73  65 

"31,    "        Era  for  bills  to  date 258  50 

"31,    "        New  Orleans  Times  bills  to  date 30  00 

"  31,    "       Louisiana    Staats    Zeitung,   publishing   General 

Ordertodate 220  50 

1864. 

Feb.  6,    "       Era  for  bills  to  date 9100 

"  20,    "       I'Union,  bill  for  governor's  office 28  00 

"  29,    *'       New  Orleans  Bee,  bills  in  full 92  00 

"  29,    "        True  Delta,  bills  in  full 109  00 

"  29,    "        New  Orleans  Times,  bills  in  ftill 707  50 

"  29,    "        Louisiana  Staats  Zeitung,  bills  in  fUll 65  50 

"29,    "        Era,  bills  in  full 155  50 

B£ar.  8,    "       Picayune,  bills  in  full 68  00 

$6358  40 

REOISTRT  OP  V0TKB8. 
18^3. 

Dec.  26,  TM  Alfred  Rongolet,  parish  of  Terrebonne $120  00 

"26,     "    S.  W.  LewU,  parish  of  St  Mary 4100 

"31,     "    S,  W.  Lewis,  parish  of  St  Mary 154  85 

"  31,     "    S.  Wrotnowski,  parish  of  Baton  Rouge 150  00 

^31,     *'    Justin  Sarta,  parish  of  Lafourche 190  00 

Amount  carried  forward $  655  85 
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Amount  broaght  forward $  655  85 

1864. 

Feb.  3,  Paid  J.  S.  TuUy,  parish  of  St  Bernard ;  200  00 

"26,     "    S.  W.  Lewie,  parish  of  St  Mary 204  16 

"  29,     "    S.  Wrotnowski,  parish  of  Baton  Rouge *. 421  50 

"  29,     "    J.  S.  TuUy,  parish  of  St  Bernard 213  00 

"  29,     "    G.  C.  Foiy,  parish  of  Orleans,  Right  Banlt 232  50 

"  22,     "    A.  Routfolet,  parish  of  Terrebonne 367  00 

Har.5,     "    L.  O'Brien,  parish  of  St  James ^ 30100 

**    8,     "    Justin  Sarta,  parish  of  Lafourche 129  00 

T2,724  00 

8ALABIE8  IN  EXKCUnVB  DEPARTMENT. 
1862.      ' 

l?ov.  7,  Paid  J.  P.  Miller,  secretary  of  state,  to  October  31 $340  00 

"    7,    «    A.  G.  Bowles,  chief  clerk,  to  October  31 226  66 

"    7,    «    A.  R.  DaGoeta,  messenger 100  00 

«    7,    «    W.W.  Ruby,  porter 70  00 

"    7,    "    J.  F.  Dresser,  clerk ^ 30  00 

"  27,    **    James  B.  Dunham,  secretary  of  state 160  00 

Pec.  2,    "    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  November  30. 100  00 

"    2,    <<    James  F.  Milier,  secretaij  of  state,  to  November  30.  160  00 

"    6,    "    J.  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  November  30 30  00 

"  10,    "    A.  R.  DaCosta,  messenger,  to  November  30 50  00 

"  31,    "    James  F.  Miller,  secretary  of  state,  to  December  31 .  160  00 

"  31,    «    A.  G.  Bowles,  chief  clerk,  to  December  31 100  00 

"  31,    "    J.  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  December  31 30  00 

**  31,    "    A.  R.  DaGosta,  messenger,  to  December  31 60  00 

1863. 

Jan.  3,  Paid  W.  W.  Ruby,  pprter,  for  two  months  to  Dec.  31 60  00 

Feb.  2,    "    A.  R.  DaGosta,  messenger,  to  January  31 60  00 

"    2,    '*    James  F.  Miller,  secretary  of  state,  to  January  31 . .  160  00 

"    2,    "    J.  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  January  31 30  00 

"    2,    **    A*  G.  Bowles,  chief  clerk,  to  January  31 100  00 

"  28,    «    Charles  G.  G.  Thornton,  secretary  of  state,  to  Feb.  28  160  00 

Mar.  2,    **    James  G.  Shepley,  secretary,  two  months,  to  Feb.  28.  200  00 

"    2,    "    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  February  28 100  00 

"    2,    "    A.  R.  DaGosta,  messenger,  to  February  28 60  00 

"    2,    «    J.  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  February  28 60  00 

"31,    "    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  March  31 100  00 

Apt  1,    "    Jamas  G.  Shepley,  secretary,  to  March  31 100  00 

"    1,    "    J.  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  March  31 60  00 

*'    1,    "    A.  R.  DaGosta,  messenger,  to  March  31 60  00 

"    4,    "    W.  W.  Ruby,  porter,  to  March  31 116  00 

May  1,    **    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  April  30 100  00 

"    1,    "    J.  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  April  30 60  00 

"    1,    "    J.  C.  Shepley,  secretary,  to  April  30 100  00 

"    1,    "    A.  R.  DaCosta,  messenger,  to  April  30 50  00 

"    4,    "    J.  K^  Darling,  clerk,  six  months  to  April  SO 300  00 

"21,    "    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  May  31 100  00 

June  1,    "    James  G.  Shepley,  secretary,  salary  to  May  31 100  00 

«    1,    "    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  May  31 50  00 

Amount  carried  forward $3,781  66 
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Amount  brought  forward  $  8,781  66 

June  1 ,  Paid  J.  K.  Darling,  clerk,  to  Ifay  34 50  oa 

"    1,    «    A.  R.  DaCoBta,  messenger,  to  May  31 SOW 

*'  30,    ''    A.  R.  DaCoeta,  messenger,  salary  to  Jane  30 50  00 

«  30,    "    Jamee  G.  Shepley,  secretary  of  state,  to  June  30. . . .  150  00 

"30,    **    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  June  30. 100  00 

"30,    "    James  K.  Darling,  clerk,  to  June  30 100  00 

«  30,    •*    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  June  30 50  00 

'<  30,    "    W.  W.  Ruby,  porter,  three  months  at  $35 105  00 

•July 31,   <*    JamesG.  Shepley,  secretary  of  state,  to  July  31 150  00 

"31,    «    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  July  31 100  00 

"31,    "    JamesK-Darling,  clerk,  to  July  31 100  00 

"  31,    *'    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  July  31 50  00 

"31,    "    David  Gavalho,  clerk,  to  July  31 -      50  00 

Aug.  4,    "    A.  R.  DaGosta,  messenger,  to  July  31 50  00 

"31,    "    JamesG.  Shepley,  secretary  of  state,  to  Aug.  31....  150  00 

"31,    "    A.  G.Bowles,  clerk,  to  Aug.  31 100  00 

"  31,    «*    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  Aug.  31 50  00 

Sept  1,    "    W.  W.  Ruby,  porter,  two  months,  at  $35.  to  Aug.  31  70  00 

Oct  1,    "    James  G.  Shepley,  secretary  of  state,  to  Sept  30 150  00 

"    3,    **    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  Sept  30 50  00 

"    6,    "    James  K.  Darling, clerk,  for  August.... 100  00 

"    8,    "    A.  G.  Bowles,  clerk,  to  Sept  30 100  00 

"  31,    "    James  G.  Shepley,  secreta^  of  state,  to  Oct.  31 150  00 

<<  31,    "    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  to  Oct  31 50  00 

"  31,    "    W.  W.  Ruby,  porter,  two  months,  at  $36 70  OO 

Noy.30,    '<    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  salary  to  Not.  30 50  00 

"  30,    "    Henry  Duboo,  clerk,  salary  to  Nov.  30 50  00 

Dec  3,    "    JamesG.  Shepley,  secretary  of  state,  to  Nov.  30 150  00 

"  31,    "    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  salary  to  Dec  31 50  09 

**  31,    "    James  G.  Shepley,  secretary  of  state,  to  Dec  31 150  OO 

"  31,    "    Henry  Duboc,  clerk,  salary  to  Dec  31 50  OO 

1864. 

Feb.  1,    "    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  salary  to  date 50  OO 

"    1,    "    Henry  A.  Duboc,  clerk,  salary  to  date 50  00 

"29,    "    Henry  A.  Daboc,  clerk,  salary  to  date 50  OO 

"  39,    "    James  F.  Dresser,  clerk,  salary  to  date 50  00 

"  29,    "    W.  W.  Ruby,  four  months'  wages,  at  $35  per  month .  140  OO 

$6.816  6<r 

8ALABIB8  IN  THK  TREASURER'S  AND  AUDITOR'S  DEPARTXEKt! 
1862. 

Dec  31,  Paid  T.  G.  A.  Dexter,  state  treasurer,  quarter  to  Dec  31..  $638  89 
"31,    "    D.  L.  GIbbens,  clerk  to  state  treasurer,  two  months, 

to  December  31 333  39 

"  31,    "    Gharles  H.  Schaeffer,  clerk  to  state  treasurer,  one 

month,  to  December  31 166  66r 

1863. 

Feb.  2,    "    D.  L.  GIbbens,  clerk  to  state  treasurer,  one  month  to 

Jannarv  31 166  69 

"    2,    "    D.  L.  GIbbens,  clerk  to  state  treasurer,  one  month  to 

February  28 166  66 

Amount  carried  forward $152  19 
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Amoant  bronght  toi;;v!rard $   152  19 

Mar.31,  Paid  T.  G.  A.  Dexter,  sUte  treasurer,  quarter  to  March  31.  625  dO 
''SI,    "    Charlea  H.  Schaeffer,  clerk  to  state  treasurer,  one 

month  to  March  31 166  66 

May  1,    "    Charles   H.  Schaelfer,  clerk  to  state  treasurer,  one 

month  to  April  30. 166  66 

Jane  1,    '*    Samuel  H.  Torrey,  auditor,  to  March  30 2,200  00 

<*    1,    "    Charles  H.  Schaeffer,  clerk  to  treasurer,  to  May  31 . .  166  66 

"30,    "    T.  C.  A.  Dexter,  treasurer,  to  June  30 625  00 

"  SO,    "    Charles  H.  Schaeffer,  clerk  to  treasurer,  to  June  30. .  166  66 

«  80,    **    Samuel  H.  Torrey,  auditor,  to  June  30 1,000  00 

««  30,    "    W.  B.  Lowe,  auditor's  clerk,  to  June  30. 1,500  00 

JnlySl,    *'    Charles  H.  Schaetter,  clerk,  treasurer's  d^»artment, 

toJulySl 166  66 

Ang.31,   "    Charles  H.  Schaeffer,  clerk,  treasurer's  department, 

toAugnstSl 166  66 

Oct  1,    "    T.  C.  A.  Dexter,  treasurer,  one  quarter  to  Sept  30. .  62^  00 
"    1,    "    Charles  H.  Schaeffer,  clerk  to  treasurer,  one  month 

to  Sept  30 166  66 

«  10,    "    Samuel  H.  Torrey,  auditor,  to  Sept  30 1,000  00 

"•  10,    "    W.  B,  X^we,  auditor's  clerk,  to  Sept  30 600  00 

"  31,    "    Charles  H.  Schaeffer,  treasurer's  clerk,  to  Oct  31 . , .  166  66 

KoT.30,   **    Charles  H.  Schaeffer^  treasurer's  clerk,  to  Nov.  30.. .  166  66 

DecSl,    "    T.  C.  A.  Dexter,  treasurer,  to  Dec  31 625  00 

"  31,    "    Charles  H.  Schaeffer,  treasurer's  clerk,  to  Dec.  31 . . .  166  66 

1864. 

Feb.  1,    "    CharlesH.  Schaeffer,  treasurer's  clerk,  to  Jan.  31...  166  66 

Mar.  9,    "    T.  C.  A.  Dexter,  treasurer,  in  Ml  to  date 479  16 

«    9,    <*    Charles  H.  Schaeffer,  treasurer's  clerk.  In  full  to  date  216  66 

«    9,    "    W.  B.  Lowe,  auditor's  clerk,  in  fiill  to  date 883  33 

«    9,    "    Samuel  H.  Torrey,  auditor,  in  ftill  to  date. 1,728  33 

$15,312  93 

SALARIES  OF  JUDGES. 
1862. 

Oct  18,  Paid  R.  K.  Howell,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

two  quarters  to  Sept  30 $2,500  00 

Noy.l8,    "    A.  M.  Buchanan,  Supreme  Court,  quarter  to  Sept  30  1,250  00 

Dec  29,    ''    R  White,  Second  Judici  District  quarter  to  Dec  31  6,022  20 
«  30,    "    R  Hiestand,  Third  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  December  31.. 1,291  66 

"  31,    "    R.  K.  Howell,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  December  31 1,250  00 

1863. 

Jan.    2,    «    J.  S.Whitaker,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  December  31 1,527  77 

**     3.    <*    A.M.Buchanan«  Supreme  Court  quarter  to  Dec.  31  1,250  00 
April  1,    *<    R.  K.  Howell,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  March  31 : 1,250  00 

''    1,    "    R  Hiestand,  Third  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  March  31 1.250  00 

"<    4,    '<    R  White,  Second  Judicial  District  Court,  to  Mar.  31,  1,000  00 

Amount  carrfed  forward $8,591  63 
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AmoiiDt  brought  forward. $  8^91  6S 

Apr.ll,  Paid  J.S.  Whitaker,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  March  31 1,260  00 

«  20,  "  Wm.  H.  Knight,  Third  Judicial  District,  to  March  31  977  78 
May  6,  "  A.  M.  Buchanan,  Supreme  Court,  quarter  to  Mar.  31  1,250  00 
June  6,    **    £.  Hiestand,  for  Fourth  and  Fifth  District  Courts  of 

New  Orleans,  per  order 1,000  00 

«    6,    "    J.  S.  Whitaker,  for  Fourth  and  Fifth  District  Courts 

of  New  Orleans,  per  order 1,000  00 

"    9,    "    R.K.  Howell,  for  Fourth  and  Fifth  District  Courts  of 

New  Orleans,  per  order 1,000  00 

<*  25,    ''    J.  S.Whitoker,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

one  quarter  to  June  30 1,250  00 

**  26,    *'    R.  K.  Howell,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

one  quarter  to  June  30 1,250  00 

<<  29,    '*    K  White,  Second  Judicial  District  Court,  to  June  30  '  1,000  00 
**  30,    *'    E.  Hiestand,  Third  District  Court  ot  New  Orleans,  to 

June  3D 1,250  00 

Aug.  15,  <'    W.  H.  Knight,  Third  Judicial  Dist  Court,  to  June  30.      1,000  00 
Oct  1,    *<    £.  White,  Second  Judicial  District  Court,  one  quarter 

to  September  30 1,000  00 

"    6,    "    W.  H.  Knight,  Third  Judicial  District  Court,  one 

quarter  to  September  30 1,000  00 

"    7,    "    R.  K,  Howell,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Orieans, 

one  quarter  to  September  30 1,250  00 

"    8,    "    J.  S.  Whitaker,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

one  quarter  to  September  30 1,250  00 

'*  12,    ''    £.  Hiestand,  Third  District  Court  of  New  Orieans, 

one  quarter  to  September  30 1,250  00 

Dec.  31,    "    W.  H.  Knight,  Third  Judicial  District  Court,  one 

quarter  to  December  31 1,000  00 

"  31,    <<    E.  Hiestand,  First  District  Court  of  New  Orleans,  one 

quarter  to  December  31 1,250  00 

"*  31,    «    E.  White,  Second  Judicial  District  Court,  one  quarter 

to  December  31 1,000  00 

"  31,    "    R.  K.  Howell,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

one  quarter  to  December  31 1,250  00 

'*  31,    "    J.S.  Whitaker,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

one  quarter  to  December  31 1,250  00 

''  31,    '*    Chas.  A.  Peabody,  chief  justice  Supreme  Court,  from 

April  15  to  December  31 3,541  66 

"  31,    "    W.  W.  Handlin,  Third  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

from  November  3d  to  December  31 791  66 

1864. 

Mar.  5,    "    J.  S.  Whital^er,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

to  March  4th,  1864 875  00 

"    6,    "    J.  S.  Whitaker,  under  governor's  order 600  00 

$43,127  73 
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8ALA1UIS  OF  8TATB  a:TTOBNKTS. 

1863. 

Not.  14,  To  B.  L.  Lynch,  2d  JndicialDistriot,  to  Oct.  Ist,  1863,  at 

$800 $666  35 

Dec  31,  To  J.  W.  Thomas,  Ist  Jadicial  District,  to  date 388  88 

1864. 

JaD.  3$,  To  Thoe.  J.  Durant,  attorney  general,  from  Jane  10, 1863, 

to  date  2,109  71 

$3,063  94 

8ALABISS  OF  CLERKS  OF  OOUBTS. 
1863. 

Dec.  31,  To  Henry  Train,  clerk  First  District  Conrt  of  New  Or- 

<%leans.  to  date $914  90 

*'    31,  To  li.  Lombard,  Plaquendnes  parish 60  00 

$964  90 

STATE  UBRABT. 

1862. 

Dec  16,  Paid  to  Joseph  Shaw,  bill  fixing  shelves  $200  00 

''  31,    '*    Geo.  Robinson,  librarian,  siOary,  Dec.  31 100  00 

1863. 

Jan.  10,  Paid  Joseph  Shaw,  repairs  to  library  room 190  00 

"  27,  G.  F.  Rogers,  laborer,  32  days,  at  $1  60 48  00 

Feb.  2,  Geo.  Robinson,  salary  to  Jan.  31 100  00 

"  28,    •*            "             "           Feb.  28 100  00 

Apr.  1,    «           "            «*           March  31 100  00 

"    4,  H.G.Stetson,  bill  stationery 36  00 

Hay  6,  Geo.  Robinson,  salary  to  April  30 100  00 

Jnne  1,  H.  Copeland,  repairs 12  00 

'^    2,  Geo.  Robinson,  salary  to  May  31 100  00 

"  30,    "           «             "           June30 100  00 

Jnly31,   "           "             "           July  81 100  00 

Aag.31,  "           "             «           Augnst  31 100  00 

Oct    3,    «           *•             «           Sept  30 100  00 

Nov.  2,    "           "             "           Oct  31 ; 100  00 

Dec  3,    "           «             "           Nov.  30 100  00 

"31,    "           "             "           Dec.  31 100  00 

1864 

Feb.*  1,    "           "             "           Jan.  31 100  00 

"29,    "           "             "           in  fall 100  00 

$1.986  00 

ELECTION  EXPENSES. 
1864.  PAH)  TO 

Feb.  26,  Chas.  Smith,  sherilT  of  St  Mary,  election  of  Feb.  22, 1864  $120  00 

*•  27,  J.  Stewart.        "        Ascension,        "           "           "    . .  160  00 

"  29,  J.  D.  Ford,        "        Assumption,    "           "           "    . .  1,678  60 

"  27,  A.  Virrett,         "       Terrebonne,    '=           «           "   . .  1,228  00 

T3,178  50 
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LOUISIANA  T0LCTSTEEB8. 
1863. 

Jane  30,  Paid  T.  G.  A.  Dexter,  for  bill  of  boepiial  supplies $153  00 

Aug.  17,  B.  Derechant                 "                  «           <«        20450 

Sept  14,  Stodard  Howell            "                  «           "        258  57 

<'          S.  S.  Simonds  for  bill  of  cops  and  mess-plates 255  01 

"  W.  G.  Dancan  for  flag  for  Ist  La.  regiment  vol.,  Golonel 

Robinson 200  00 

$1.069  88 

The  account  of  $2,698  80  paid  to  Gapt.  Hawes,  A.  Q.  M.  U.  S.  A.,  was  in 
reimbursement  of  monej  collected  by  the  former  Auditor  of  Geo.  K  Tyler 
as  auction  duty  on  certain  sales  made  by  him  of  United  States^ropertj, 
which  property,  by  the  law  of  this  State,  was  exempt  from  duty. 

The  money  was  returned  to  the  United  States  Government  by  order  of 
GoTomor  Shepley. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


fAPPENDIX. 


28 


I 


•a 


I 


h 

H  g-oT 

111 

II 
£ 

I 


o 

4* 

i 

§ 

I 
I 


S    B 

04 

to     o 

^ 

S    fe 

s 

of     oT 

ot" 

•^      k« 

M 

eOf-4 

CO  O^ 


»o 

« 

»o 

a> 

1-« 

CO 

S3 

M 

«o 

** 

«» 

s 


,55  55 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


24 


APPENDIX. 


eo 

3 


Si 


eoo 

s:3 


;oeo 
O  eo 
00  •^ 


•>s 


Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 


APPENDIX.  25 

The  Gonfedeiate  notes  prerionsl j  mentioDed,  belog  oooaidered  worthlees, 
I  have  omitted  them  in  the  subsequent  calculations  of  this  report 

Of  tiie  $372^92  83,  balance  of  current  ftinds  in  the  State  Treasury  on  the 
Htk  of  Harch,  1864/ $33^80,  was  notes  of  the  Bank  of  New  Orleans,  which, 
though  current  at  that  time,  have  since  depreciated  in  value,  reducing  the 

actual  amount  of  current  funds  then  in  the  Treasury  to $338,712  83 

Total  amount  received  from  all  sources  from  March  9th,  1864,  to 

September  SOth,  1864 349,715  86 

Total $688,498  69 

Total  disbursements  from  March  9th,  1864,  to  Sept  SOth,  1864.  .$541,347  22 

Balance  of  current  f^nds  in  Treasury  Sept  30th,  1864 .$147,451  47 

Notes  of  the  Bank  of  New  Orleans 33,580  00 

Total $181,031  47 

STATEMENT  F, 
Showing  the  various  sources  of  revenue  and  the  funds  to  which  the  receipts 
were  credited. 

OKNBBAL  fTTNn. 

Received  as  auction  duties $  15,526  86 

Received  as  SUte  tax,  proper 115,475  44 

Received  as  licenses  on  trades,  etc 125,398  35 

Received  for  redemption  of  lands. 617  50 

Received  fh>m  other  sources 500  00 

Total $257,518  15 

SCHOOL  FU27D. 

Received  as  mUl  tax... $  69,291  54 

Received  as  poll  tax  5,658  00 

Total $  74,949  54 

IKTEBMAL  DCPROVBlfKXT  FUND. 

Received  as  internal  improvement  tax $17,318  17 

ToUl ..$349,785  86 

STATEMENT  Q, 
lowing  in  detail  the  several  amounts  mentioned  in  Statement  F. 

AUcnoM  Donis, 

1864. 

Apr.  4,  R  M.  Jacobs,  quarter  to  March  81st,  1864 $    74  40 

"    4,  J.  B.  Grozat  "  "  «*  ««  9  55 

"    4,  Julian  Neville,  "  «*  "  "  1  95 

"    4,  W.  H.  Bunnell,  "  "  "  "  15  80 

"    6,  G.W.McCerren,  "  «4  «.  «*  182  36 

Amount  carried  forward. $  284  06 
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APPENDIX. 
Amount  brongfat  forward $    284  06 

R.  T.  Montgomery,  "  Dec  Slst,  1863 )  1  qaa  ta 

March  Slst,  1864 f  *'*^  '* 

G«o.  K  Trier,  "  "  "      ^   142  20 

Stephen  D'avU,  "  "  *'      "   43  68 

R-Scott,  "  "  "      **   42  81 

J.P.BoiMean,  ♦*  "  "      "   206  07 

Placide  J.  Spear,  «  "  «      "   9  64 

D.RMorphy,  **  "  "      "   64147 

William  P.  tincent,  "  "  «      "   620  47 

James  Hoffman,  "  «  "      "       1,590  38 

G.  L^nmont,  "  **  "      "   670  48 

F. F.  Trinchard,  "  "  "      "   ...  130  05 

G.A.Han,  "  "  "      "   2  35 

Bernard  Turpln,  "  c«  «      «<   306  86 

G.P.Phinney,  «  "  «      "   78  33 

H.H.McLean,     *  "  *    «  «      '*  12  78 

Joseph  Holtz,       /  "  "  "      **   1,269  60 

R.  Guitterrea,  (7  quBrters,)  "  "      "   25188 

G.W.McCerren,  **  Jane30,1864 156  82 

E.M.  Jacobs,  "  «  "     55  23 

J.B.Grozat,  «  «  "     18  85 

P.J.Spear,  *♦  "  «    150  81 

R.Scott,  «  "  "     52  14 

G.L^aumont,  «  «  s     840  08 

W.  H.BiinneU,  «  "  "    4  09 

D.RMorphy,  "  «»  «     767  87 

Bernard  Turpin,  "  "  «     638  22 

J.  P.  Bolsseau,  "  «  **    275  17 

Stephen  Davis,  «  "  « * 35  00 

Joseph  Holz,  «  «  «     1,192  32 

JamesHofflnan,  "  "  *•     1,887  11 

William  P.  Vincent,  "  "  "     529  20 

Julian  NeviUe,  "  «  «    8  67 

R.  T.  Montgomery,  «  «  •* 1,208  77 

G.P.Phinney,  "  "  **     16  72 

F.  F.  Trinchard,  "  '*  "    122  40 

Tyler&Hall,  "  •'  "     68  56 

R.  Guitterrez,  «  •*  '*    28  95 


$15«526  86 
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STATEMENT  Gr— Co2rronjED. 
Showiog  la  detail  tbe  oolleotioiis  of  tazei  from  the  seyeral  parishet  from 
March  9th  to  Angnst  Slat,  1864. 


ON  ROLLS  OF  I860— NEW  0BLB1N8. 

Ursi  Diiftrki—W.  T.  Stocker,  CoOedor. 

State  Tax,  proper 

MiU  Tax 

Interaal  ImproTement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

ON  ROLLS  OF  ]861~KEW  ORLEANS. 

First  Disirict—W,  T.  Slooker,  OoUechr. 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

JSeoond  District— D.  W,  C.  OampMl,  OoL 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Third  JHsbrid—Chas.  B.  Lang,  CW. 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Fburih  Distrid-^ohn  L.  Davies,  Col 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvemesit  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Parish  of  Jkffbrson— «7ho.  K  Schqffer, 
CoBedar. 

State  Tax 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax : 

Orlbans,  Right  Banx^^.  HJflagg^  Colt 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

PoU  Tax 

ON  ROLLS  OF  1862  ~NRW  ORLEANS. 

Jfhvl  Diskrvdr^W,  T.  Stodcer,  Cdled^, 

State  Tax,  proper 

MiU  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Seocmd  Distrid—D,  W.  0.  OotmjMl,  Col 
State  Tax,  proper 

Amount  carried  forward 


GKNICRAL 
FVND. 


$    300 


448  98 


767  08 


532  48 


462  10 


681  43 


13  33 


27f474  43 


6,879  90 


$  36,162  73 


SCHOOL 
FUND. 


1  80 

1  00 

269  40 
21  00 

460  26 
29  00 

319  60 
25  00 

277  20 
13  00 

411  71 
67  00 

8  00 
1  00 

16,484  65 
612  00 


$  19,001  52  $  4,559  08 


INTBRNAL 
IMP.  FUND. 


45 


67  88 


115  06 


79  90 


69  80 


103  90 


2  00 


4,121  14 
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Amount  brought  forward 

MiU  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Third  Disirid^Charka  B.  Lang,  Col 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mm  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Fowih  District— John  L,  Davits,  CoL 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Parish  of  Jefferson— tTho.  JSL  8ckafftr, 
OoUedor. 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Pabibh  of  Pulqcbminbs — BdbL  John- 
son, OoUedor, 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Orleans,  Riapr  Bank— 6^.  KStagg,  Ool 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

PoU  Tax 

ON  ROLLS  of  1863— NEW  ORLEANS. 

F^st  Dislridr—W.  1,  Stodar,  OoUedor. 

State  Tax,  proper. 

MUl  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax. 

Lioensee  of  1863 

Licenses  of  1864 

Ssoond District— D,W.  C.  CfampMl,  Ool, 

State  Tax,  proper 

MUl  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax'. 

Poll  Tax ,.. 

Licenses  of  1864 

Third  District— O  B,  Lang^  Oollector. 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 


Amount  carried  forward. $191,575 


GENERAL 
FOND. 


$  36,162  73 


2,022  69 


3,386  41 


1,270  27 


2,477  00 


16  66 


23,312  53 


345  00 
68,040  00 

21,439  10 


27,740  00 
5,363  50 


SCHOOL 
TOND. 


19,001  52 
3,527  95 

146  00 


1,215  74 
80  00 

2,031  69 
174  00 

743  07 
133  00 

1,470  00 
112  00 

10  00 
3  00 

19,987  55 
1,690  00 

12,865  55 
944  00 

3,200  52 


$  67,735  69 


INTERNAL 
IMP.  FCXSi 


$  4,559  08 
881  97 


304  32 


507  99 


188  37 


366  00 


2  50 


4,996  89 


3,215  88 


801  40 


$15,824  31 
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Amoant  brought  forward 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1864 

Fourth  District— John  L.Davie8y  Ccl, 

State  Tax,  proper 

Mill  Tax 

Internal  Improyement  Tax , 

Poll  Tax 

Lioenses  of  1864 

Parish  of  J^ffbrson— Jho.  R  Schaffer, 
(Mector. 

State  Tax,  proper 

MiU  Tax 

lifernal  Improvement  Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Licenses  of  1864 

Parish  of  ORUCAik's,  Right  Bank— 6^. 
H.  Flaggy  OoOedor, 

State  Tax,  proper 

MiU  Tax 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 

PoU  Tax 

Licenses  of  1864. 


Total. 


UKNRRAL 
FUND. 


$191^.575  89 

14,390  00 

7,041  20 

10,663  35 
2,793  70 

2,055  00 
189  65 

2,165  00 


$240,873  79 


SCHOOL 
FVND. 


$  67,735  59 
661  00 


4,224  55 
464  00 


1,659  30 
455  00 

125  00 
27  00 


$  74.949  54 


IliTl.RMAL 
IMF.  FUND. 


$15,824  31 


1,056  12 


408  59 


29  15 


$17,318  17 


FROM  OTHER  SOURCES. 
1864. 

July  8,    Received  from  Otto  Sohwamer  for  benefit  of  Charity 

Hospital $500  00 

STATEMENT  H. 
Showing  the  disbursements  from  the  treasury  from  March  9,  1864,  to 
September  30, 1864. 

FROM  THE   ORKERAL  FUND. 

J'aid  as  salaries  in  executive  department $  2.497  73 

Do                secretary  of  state's  department 1,300  51 

Do                treasurer's                      do         1,796  95 

Do                auditor's                         do          2«856  85 

Paid  as  salary  of  superintendent  of  public  education 1,229  80 

Paid  as  salaries  of  state  attorneys 2,898  89 

Do                judges 14,68106 

Do                clerks  of  courts 2,864  48 

Paid  as  salary  of  interpreter.  First  District  Court 521  94 

Do              state  librarian 600  00 

Paid  as  commissions  of  tax  collectors 17,379  31 

Do     compensation  of  assessors 7,438  48 

Do     general  contingent  expenses 12,937  10 

Do           do       expenses  executive  department 279  75 

Amount  carried  forward $69,877  85 
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Amonnt  brought  forward $69,877  85 

FM  M  general  expenses  secretary  of  staters  department 107  90 

Do           do           do        treasurer's                      do        675  6  i 

Do           do           do        auditor's                        do        €77  40 

Do          do           do       superintendent  public  edueatton  de- 
partment    123  75 

Do           do           do       State  land  office 401  30 

Do     penitentiary 2,163  50 

Do     public  printing 4^72  55 

Do     registry  of  voters 208  00 

Do     expenses  of  election 6,982  30 

Do     militia. 1,738  58 

Do      charities 40^24  72 

Do     expenses  for  State  Constitutional  Convention  of  1864. . .  364,171  17 

Do     auction  duties,  erroneously  collected. 7,121  20 

$499,045  87 

•   ■- 

FROM  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Ffltid  to  public  schools $38,119  08 

Do     commission  of  tax  collectors 2,836  38 

FROM  INTBRNAL  IMPBOYBMBNT  FUND. 

Paid  for  commissions  of  tax  collectors $1,345  89 

Total.... $541,347  12 


STATEMENT  I. 

Showing,  in  detail,  the  disbursements  mentioned  in  statement  H. 

SALASIBS  IN  BXXCUnVB  DKFUBTKENT. 

1864. 

April  4,  Paid  to  Michael  Hahn,  governor,  from  March  4  to  31, 1864  $301  00 

do    N.  C.  Snethen,  private  secretary,           do       do  105  00 

9,      do    F.  E.  Flagg,  messenger,                         do        do  26  00 

30,      do    N.  C.  Snethen,  secreretary,  to  April  30 116  65 

do    F.  K  Flagg,  messenger,              do       30  00 

May  31,     do    N.  C.  Snetiien,  secreUry,  to  May  31 116  65 

do    F.  E.  Flagg,  messenger,        do        30  00 

Jnne  30,      do    Michael  Hahn,  governor,  quarter  to  June  30 1,000  00 

do    N.  C.  Snethen,  secretary,                    do        116  65 

do    F.  R  Flagg,  messenger,                     do       30  00 

July  20,      do           do               do         toJuly31 30  00 

do    N.  C.  Snethen,  secretary,  increase  of  salary  by  reso- 

lation  of  Convention,  from  March  4  to  Jnne  30.  357  45 

Sept  1,      do    H.  Copeland,  messenger,  to  August  31 30  OO 

2,      do    N.  C.  Snethen,  secretary,         do         208  33 

$2,497  73 
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April  4.  Paid  to  S.  Wrotnowski,  secretary  of  state,  from  March  4 

to31,1864 $150  60 

do    K  Eade,  clerk  to  secretary  of  state,  from  March  4 

to31,1864 '74  97 

80,      do    R  Eude,  clerk  to  secreta^  of  state,  to  April  80. .  83  33 

May  31,      do         do              do               do            to  May  31...  83  33 

Jane  80,      do    S.  Wrotnowski,                  do    quarter  to  June  30  500  00 

do    E.  Eade,  clerk,                  do              do  83  33 

/nly  26,  do  iocrease  of  salary  by  reeolation  of 

Convention,  from  March  4  to  Jane  30 325  05 

$1,300  61 


BATJLmnW  IN  TBBABUBSB'S  DBFABTMBIIT. 

April  4,  Paid  to  J.  G.  Belden,  treasarer,  from  March  4  to  31, 1864  $188  16 

do    F.  M.  Stevens,  chief  clerk,            do          do  150  50 

do               do           toAprU30 166  65 

do               do           toMay    31 166  70 

J.  G.  Belden,  treasarer,  quarter  to  June  30 625  00 

F.  M.  Stevens,  chief  clerk,        do              166  65 

do               do           to  July  31 166  66 

do               do           toAag.31 166  65 

$1,796  95 


30, 
M»y  31, 

Jane  30, 

July  30, 
Ang.31, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


1864. 
April  4, 

30, 
May  31, 

Jane  30, 

July  30, 
Aug.  31, 


8ALAJin»  IN  AUDITOR'S  DEFABTMBNT. 


Paid  to  A.  P.  Dostie,  auditor,  from  March  4  to  31, 1864 

do        ■" 

do 


$301  00 

A.  W.  Morse,  chief  clerk,           do          do        . .  150  50 

T.  V.  Rnssell,  asst    do      March  21  to  31 33  35 

do    A.  W.  Morse,  chief  cleric,  to  April  30 166  65 

do    T.  y.  Rossell,  assi    do           do         100  00 

do    A.  W.  Morse,  chief  clerk,  to  May  31 166  70 

do    T.  V.  Russell,  assi    do        do        100  00 

do    A.  P.  Dostie,  auditor,  quarter  to  June  30 1,000  00 

do    A.  W.  Morse,  chief  clerk,         do             666  65 

do    T.  v.  Russell,  asst.    do            do             lOQ  00 

do    A.  W.  Morse,  chief  clerk,  quarter  to  July  31 1 66  65 

do    T.  V.  Russell,  asst    do               do               100  00 

do    A.  W.  Morse,  chief  clerk,  quarter  to  August  31 . . .  166  65 

do    H.  Thompson,  asst    do    from  July  20  to  31 138  70 

$2,856  85 


1864. 
April 


8ALABT  OF  SUFKBOmENDBNT  OF  FUBUC  EDUCATION. 

Paid  to  John  MacNair,  superintendent  public  education, 

to  March  31,1864 $ 

May      2,    do        " 

Jane     1,    do 

June  30,    do  do  do  to  June  30 

Aug.     1,    do  do  do  to  July  31 

Aug.  31,    do  do  do  to  August  31 


J.  MacNair,  sup't  pub.  educaton  to  April  20 

to  May  31 


188  16 
208  33 
208  33 
208  33 
208  33 
208  33 


$1,229  80 
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SAUUUBS  OP  STATE  ATT0BNKT8. 
1864. 

Mar.    15,  Paid  to  L.  Lombard,  district  attorney,  Second  Judicial 

Di8trict,fh)Di  December  1, 1863,  to  March  15, 1864  $  233  SS 
Paid  to  John  W.  Thomas,  district  attorney  of  Second 

Judicial   District,   from   January  1,  to  March 

15,  1864 620  81 

April   5,  Paid  to  James  Fuller,  district  attorney.  Second  Judicial 

District,  from  March  15  to  31 104  15 

April   9,  Paid  to  L.  Lomburd,  district  attorney,  Second  Judicial 

District,  from  March  15  to  April  8 5550 

May    27,  Paid  to  B.  L.  Lynch,  serrioes  as  district  attorney  in  case 

of  State  vs.  McGormack,  Second  Judicial  District^ 

November  20,1863 50  00 

June  18,  Paid  to  B.  L.  Lynch,  attorney  general,  from  March  4 

to  31, 1864 263  45 

June  SO,  Paid  to  B.  L.  Lynch,  attorney  general,  quarter  to  June  30.  875  00 
July     1,  Paid  to  James  Fuller,  district  attorney.  First  Judicial 

District,  quarter  to  June  30 625  00 

Jaly     5,  Paid  to  E.  J.  Wenck,  district  attorney.  Second  Judicial 

District,  from  April  16  to  June  30 166  65 

$2.89>  99 

SALARIES  OP  JUDGES. 

1864. 

March  19,  Paid  to  Edwin  White,  Second  Judicial  District,  quarter 

to  March  31 $1,000  00 

April    1 ,  Paid  to  E.  Heistand,  First  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  March  31 1,250  00 

April    2,  Paid  to  w .  W.  Handlin,  Third  District  Court  of  New  Or- 

leaDS,  quarter  to  March  31 1,250  00 

April  7,  Paid  to  R.  K.  Howell,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Or- 
leans, quarter  to  March  31 .-.   1,250  00 

April  13,  Paid  to  J.  S.  Whitaker,  Second  District  Court  of  New 

Orleans,  from  March  5  to  17.. 194  45 

April  18,  Paid  to  W.  H.  Knight,  Third  Judicial  District,  quarter 

toMarch31 1,000  00 

June    30,  Paid  to  E.  Heistand,  First  District  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

quarter  to  June  30 1,250  00 

June    30,  Paid  to  H.  J.  Heard,  Fifth  Judicial  District,  from  April 

12  to  June  30 877  75 

June    30,  A.  Cazabat,  Second  Judicial  District,  from  April  16  to 

June  30 83333 

July  1,  Paid  to  R.  K.  Howell,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Or- 
leans, quarter  to  June  30 1,350  00 

July  5,  Paid  to  W.  W.  Handlin,  Third  District  Court  of  New  Or- 
leans, quarter  to  June  30 1,250  00 

July  5,  Paid  to  G.  Duplantier,  Sixth  District  Court  of  New  Or- 
leans, quarter  to  June  30 1,236  11 

July  29,  Paid  to  R.  K.  Howell,  Second  District  Court  of  New  Or- 
leans, from  July  1  to  20, 1864 273  96 

Amount  carried  forward .* $12,915  60 
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Amoant  broaght  forward $12^16  60 

1864. 

JalT  30,  Paid  to  G.  DuplaDtier,  Sixth  DMtrict  Court  of  New  Or- 
leans, from  July  1  to  19, 1864 260  11 

Aug.  20,  Paid  to  W.  H.  Koight,  Third  Jadioial  Diatriot,  quarter  to 

Jane  80 m 1,000  00 

Aug.  30,  Paid  to  W.  J.  Heard,  Fifth  Jadioial  District,  from  Jalj  1 

toAug«8tl6 605  35 

$14,681  06 

BAf^RTKS  OF  OLBBES  OF  C0I7B1S. 
1864. 

April    1,  Paid  to  H.  Train,  First  District  Coort.of  New  Otleans, 

quarter  to  March  30,  1864 $1,438  75 

April  25,  Paid  to  H.  Train,  First  District  Ck>urt  of  New  Orleans, 

from  April  1  to  20 333  33 

June  30,  Paid  to  John  Montamat,  First  Diatrict  Court  of  New  Or- 
leans, from  April  21  to  June  30 1,092  40 

$2,864  48 

BALABT  OF  IKTEBFBETiBB  OF  FIBgT  DOTSIOT  OOUBT. 

1864. 

April    1,  Paid  to  Joseph  Voider,  from  December  14,  1863,  to 

March  31,  18S4 $   300  40 

July      7,  Pidd  to  Joaepjii  Yolper,  from  April  1  to  June  31 221  54 

$521  94 

siulrt  of  state  tjbbartan.  / 
1864w 
April    2,  Paid  to  George  Robinson,  State  Librarian,  from  March 

Ito  31 $  100  00 

April  30,  Paid  to  J.  N.  Carrigan,  State  Librarian,  from  April  1  to  30  100  00 

June     1,    do  do  do        from  May  1  to  31  100  00 

July      1,    do  do  do        ih>m  June  1  to  30  100  00 

July    30,    do  do  do        from  July  1  to  31  100  00 

Aug.  31,    do  do  do        from  Aug.  Ito  31  100  00 

$600  00 

COMMISSIONS  TO  TAX  COLLEpTOBS. 

1864. 

Faid  to  W.  T.  Stocker,  First  District  of  New  Orleans $8,927  55 

do      D.  W.  C.  Campbell,  Second  District  of  New  Orleans 3,786  44 

do      V.  €rerodias.  Second  do  do  110  62 

do      C.  B,  Lang,  Third  do  do  1,876  05 

do      J.  L.  Davies,  Fourth  do  do  1,640  62 

do      J.  E.  SchaflTer,  parish  of  Jeflferson 524  44 

jdo  .    Robert  Johnson,  parish  of  Plaquemine 247  70 

do      G.  n.  Flags,  parish  of  Orleans,  Right  Bank 238  39 

Ao     P.  B.  Marmillion,  parish  St.  John  Baptiste 28  50 

$17,379  31 

3  ' 
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1864 

April    1,  Paid  to  JohD  A.  Waikios,  quarter  to  March  31, 1864. . .  .$  750  00 

April    1,  do  H.  Millspangfa,                          do             do  ; ...     625  00 

April    1,  do        H.  M.  Sommers,  do  do 625  00 

April    4,  do        F.  CarrejoUes,  -         do  do 625  00 

April    7,  do  John  A.  Watkins,  balance  due  on  rolli  of  1862. .     165  88 

April    7,  do  Lu  A.  Boalet,                            do                      . .  2,022  60 

June    30,  do       F.  CarrejoUes,  qaarier  to  June  30, 1864 625  00 

Jane   SO,  do       H.  Hillspangh,  do  625  00 

Jnne    30,  do       John  A.  Watkins,  do  730  00 

Julj      2,  do        H.  M.  Sammers,  do  625  00 

$7.438  48 

GKl^nAL   CONTIKUENT    BXPKKSIS. 
1864. 

liar.  29,  Paid  to  H.  G.  Stetson  for  stationer?  bought  by  8.  H. 

Torry $       33  00 

Apr.  2,     do         Moritz  Levy  for  repairs  on  State  building,  No. 

17  St.  Charies  st 4  75 

5,     do         J.  H.  Peterson  fwr  coal  for  state  offices.  No.  17 

St  Charies  tt 46  50 

7,     do         Felix  McCuUoch,  certificates  of  conveyance  for 

assessors 21  86 

9,     do         Peter    Hillyard,   salary    as  janitor   of    State 

building,  from  March  4  to  31 27  00 

13,  do         Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book .         100  00 
80,     do         Peter  Hillyard,  janitor,  to  April  30 30  00 

Hay  2,     do         Pettf  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book.         100  00 

3,  do         Felii  McCuUoch,  cenificates  of  conveyanoe  for 

assessors 38  60 

do        J.  M.  Peterson,  coal  for  State  offices,  No.  17  St 

Charles  st 32  00 

11,     do         N.  0.  Gas  Company  for  lighting  State  offices 

from  January  1  to  May  1,  1864 47  32 

19,     do         Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book.        100  00 

31,     do         Peter  Hillyard,  janitor,  to  May  31 30  00 

Jane  4,     do         Henry  Copeland,  watchman  for  State  offices  in 

the  City  Hall,  from  March  1  to  May  31,  at 

$25  per  month 75  00 

4,  do        Felix  McCuUoch,  ceriificates  of  conveyance  for 

assessors 34  60 

17,     do         N.  O.  Gas  Company  for  lighting  Stete  offices. 

No.  17  St  Charies  street,  to  May  31 20  34 

21,     do         J.  A.  Watkins,  bill  as  per  contract, 780  00 

23,     do         L.Dillon  do  20  00 

30,     do         Peter  Hillyard,  janitor  State  building,  17  St 

Charies  street 80  00 

Jaly  2,     do         Felix  McCuUoch,  certificates  of  conveyance  for 

assessors 18  00 

14,  do        N.  O.  Gas  Company  for  Ughting  State  offices, 

No.  17  St  Charles  street. . . 1«  W 

Amount  carried  forward $1,599  50 
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Amount  brought  forward $  1,599  50 

1864. 

JvLljlB,    do         E.  Cousanard  for   forwarding   old  documents 

from  Baton  Rouge 103  10 

25,  4o       -  John  T.  Michel  for  oopyiog  ten  tableaux  of  delin- 

quent tax-pajers 300  00 

26,  do         P.  R.Vionot,  deputy  cleric  U.  S.  Court,  cost  of 

sultStateTS.  C.  A.Peabody U  90 

Aug.l,     do         Peter  Hillyard,  janitor  State  building,  17  St 

Charles  street 30  00 

3,     do        Felix  McCulloch,  certificates  of  conveyance  for 

assessors 24  00 

15,     do         Petty  cash,  sundry  bills  as  per  petty  cash  book.        100  00 
do         D.  SUckney,  coal  for  State  building,  80  barrels 

at  $2  40  per  barrel  192  00 

19,     do         R.  B.  Bell,  amount  appropriated  by  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  for  payment  of  Inau- 

f  guration  expenses. 10,000  00 

31,     do     Peter   HilWard,  janitor  State  building,  17  St 

Charles  street 30  00 

Septl,     do     O.  Poincilain,  watchman  for  State  offices  in  the 
City  Hall,  from  the  Ist  of  August  to  the 

Ist  September 50  00 

do     H.  Copeland,  watchman  for  State  offices  in  the 
City  Hall,  fk>om  June  1  to  July  31,  at  $30 

5er  month 60  00 

[cCulloch.  for  certificates  of  conveyance 

for  assessors 23  10 

9,  do  K.  Loew,  deputy  clerk  U.  S.  District  Court,  money 
deposited  for  cost  of  tax  suits  in  the  U.  S. 
Distriel  and  U.  S.  Circuit  Courts 410  00 

$12.937  10 

COMTINOBNT   EXPENSES,  XXKCCTIVB    MSFABTMIKT. 
1864. 

Apr.  9,  Paid  to  H.  Copeland  for  washing  and  repairing $    8  00 

May  5,     do        W.  R.  Fish  for  stotionery 101  00 

6,     do        T.  Fitzwilliam  for  stationery 23  00 

July  1,     do        H.G.Stetson         do         67  75 

Sept  1,     do        H.  Copeland  for  washing  and  repairing. 21  00 

10,     do       W.  R.  Fish  for  printing 69  00 

$279  75 

OOSmKOENT  EXFBKSE8,  SECRBTABT  OF  STATE'S  DEPARTMENT. 
1864. 

Apr.  9,  Paid  to  H.  Copeland,  for  washing  and  repidring $    5  00 

May  11,     do       Tracy  A  Fairfax,  stationery 20  00 

Jnly  2,     do       E.  R.  Wagner,  stationery 39  40 

Aug.  2^     do  do  do       43  50 

$107  90 
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1864.  OOMTINOEKT  EXPENSES,  TIUBASUBEB*8  OFFICE. 

Apr.  5,  Paid  (0  J.  ft  W.  UcGnoken  for  desk $  87  00 

6,  do       D.  Kelhfun  for  desk SO  00 

7,  do       Tracy  ft  Fair&z  for  one  Bet  of  books 208  00 

23,    do       Robert  HeUy,  repairing  safe 10  00 

30,    do       Peter  O'Donnell,  stationery 206  70 

Ja.  29,    do  do  44  26 

Septl,    do  do  4070 

$575  €5 

1864.  CaMTINOENT  EXPENSES,  AUDIT0B*8  DEPABTMENT. 

Apr.  2,  Paid  to  Wm.  Hnbee  for  desk $  55  75 

2,    do       Cbarlei  Loeffler  for  sas  fixtures 11  60 

5,  '  do       T.  Fitcwilltam  for  stationery 21  25 

7,    do       Tracy  ft  Fairfax  for  stationery  and  printing 195  30 

12,    do        A.  Holland  for  iron  safo 175  00 

30,    do     '  G/ C.  Sampson  for  desk 32  75 

May  2,    do       T.  Fllzwilliam  for  stationery * 44  95 

26,    do        Goldthwait  for  maps  of  State  and  oity 25  00 

Junes,    do       T.  FitKwilliam  for  stationery 28  25 

July  2,    do                      do                  do        12  55 

Aug.  2,    do                      do                  do          35  35 

SepLl,    do                      do                  do        39  65 

$677  40 

1864.  OOKTISOBNT  EXPENSES,  SUPT.   PUB.  EDO.  DEP't. 

Apr.  9,  Paid  to  Wm.  Hubee  for  desk $  50  00 

Julyll,    do     .  W.C.  Duncan  for  stationery 73  75 

$123  75 

1864.  OONTINOBMT  EXPENSES,  STATE  LAND  OFFICE. 

Aug.  26,  Paid  to  Wm.  Hubee  for  desk $  52  00 

Sept  9,    do       K  R.  Wagner  for  stationery 349  30 

$401  30 

1864.  FOR  FENTTENTIABT. 

Apr.  7,  Paid  to  city  of  N.  O.  for  rations  for  State  conTlcts  In  work- 

bouse,  for  March,  1864 $  638  00 

May  5,  Paid  to  city  of  N.  O.  for  rations  for  State  convicts  in  work- 
house, for  April,  1864 484  50 

June  2,  Paid  to  city  of  N.  O.  for  rations  for  State  convicts  in  work- 
house, for  May,  1864 378  50 

July  5,  Paid  to  city  of  N.  O.for  rations  for  State  convicts  inwork- 

house,  for  June,  1864 311  00 

Aug.  5,  Paid  to  city  of  N.  0.  for  rations  for  State  convicts  in  work- 
house, for  July,  1864 , 299  50 

Sept.  2,  Paid  to  city  of  N.  Q.  for  rations  for  State  convicts  in  work- 
house, from  August  1  to  16,  1864 152  00 

$2463  50 
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FOB  FBIKTmO. 

10^4^  

April  9.  TtAd  to  A.  C.  Hills  for  blank  assessment  rolls. 615  15 

23,     do     W.  R.  Fish  for  pnblisliing  election  notices •  488  00 

liaj    S,     do      Tnej  and  FairfiEiz,  printing  and  binding,  to  date  185  00 

12,  do  W.  R.  Fish,  publlciiing  governor's  proclamation  151  05 
14,  do  E.  H.  Bcelitz,  do  do  220  50 
19,  do  T.  P.  May  &  Co.,  do  do  130  00 
21,     do      Tracy  &  Fairfax,         do              do  325  50 

June   3,     do              do             printing 18  00 

10,     do      W.  R.  Fish,  pnblCshing  goyemor's  proclamation  140  00 

17,     do            do        printing 70  00 

July    2,     do     Tracy  &  Falr&z,  printing 63  00 

Aog.    9,     do              do               publlshmg  correspondence  be- 
tween governor  and  attorney  general 13  00 

Ang.  11,     do      Triacy  &  Fairfax  for  3,000  copies  new  constitution  150  00 

13,  do      N.  O.Bee  for  publishing  governor's  proclamation  15  00 
17,     do      K  H.  Boelitz  for  2,000  copies  of  new  constitution  50  00 
19,     do      T.  P.  May  &  Co.,  for  pubushing  governor's  proc- 
lamation   475  50 

25,     do      Tracy  ft  Fairfax  for  3000  copies  new  constitution  150  00 

Sept  14,     do     W.  R.  Fish  for  printing  for  governor's  office. . . .  1,162  90 

$4,572  15 

FOB  BB018TBT.  » 

1864. 

April  9,  Ptdd  to  John  Payne  for  registering  208  vof  es  In  the  parish 

of  Jefferson $208  00 


$208  00 

FOB  EXPENSES  OF  ELBCn029S. 
1864. 

April  7,  Paid  to  Joseph  Stewart,  sheriff  parish  of  Ascension $  260  00 

do      L.  O'Brien,                do             St  James 165  00 

do      Charles  Smith,           do            St  Mary 60  00 

28,     do      Josep  Stewart           do             Ascension 250  00 

May     4,     do      6.C.  Fory,  do  Orleans,      right 

bank 50  00 

do      G.  H.  L.  €rmneburgr  sheriff  parish  of  Lafourche.  654  00 

Ang.   6,     do     J.  D.  Ford,  sheriff  parish  of  Assumption 336  00 

do      H.  GL  Edwards,  parish  of  Avoyelles,  expenses  on 

March  28 870  00 

27,     do     D.  Christie,  expenses  of  election 1,000  00 

do      R.B.Fo8dick              do             800  00 

Sept  2,     do     R.Wetmore,               do             60  00 

do      Ghas.Smith,                do             60^00 

8,  .  do  ■    John  Henderson,        do             50  00 

8^     do     P.  W.  Murphy,  sheriff  parish  of  Iberville Ill  00 

do     R.  W.  Wetmore,  commissioner^  Point  Couple. . .  245  00 

9,  do      Henry  White,            do            Bast  Feliciana*.  ^89.40 
da     Young  Burke,  sheriff  parish  of  St  John  Baptist .  90  00 

Amount  carried  forward $  6,350  40 
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Amount  brought  forward. $  5,350  40 

1864. 

Sept.  9,  Pidd  to  Y^  Leurent,  BberiiT  pariah  of  St  Oiarlee 151  00 

do      Charles  Smith         do  .Stlfarj 150  00 

10,     do      Robert  W.  Bennie  do  Terrebonne 420  00 

do      6.  H.  Stiener,         do  Lafourche 460  90 

$6,982  30 


1864. 
April  5, 1 
28, 

Paid1 
do 

May    2, 

do 

6, 

10, 

Jane   1, 

d* 
do 
do 

30, 

do 

July  20, 

do 

• 

do 

do 

Aug.   1, 

do 

5, 
Sept    2, 

do 
do 

FOB  MILrnA. 

0  H.  Copeland  sundries  for  adjutant  general 'soffioe 
Rieman  A  Co.,  for  flag  for  Second  Louisiana  Oar- 

airy,  by  order  of  Grov.  Habn 

Creorge  Stoelly,  clerk  of  adjutant  general,  sidary 

for  April,  1864 

Wm.Hubee,  famiture  for  adjutant  general's  office 
Tracy  k  Fairfox,  stationery  for  do 

Geoi^e  Stoelly,  cleric  of  adjutant  general,  salary 

for  May 

George  Stoelly,  clerk  of  adjutant  general,  salary 

for  June 

J.  L.  Swift,  adjutant  general,  salary  fh>m  March 

19  to  31 

J.  L.  Swift,  a^utant  general,  salaiy,  quarter  to 

June  30 e 

J.  L.  Swift,  a^utant  general,  expense  to  Wash- 
ington and  returning 

George  Stoelly,  clerk  of  adjutant  general,  salary 

for  July 

H.  G.  Stetson,  stationery  for  acyutant  general. . . 
Greorge  Stoelly,  salary  for  August 


$12  40 

225  00^ 

50  00 

152  75 

39  00 

50  00 
60  00 
50  00 

98  93 

750  00 

150  00 

50  00 

10  50 

100  00 

$1,738  ^ 

FOR   CHABTmS. 

1864. 
'  April  2,  Paid  to  Charity  Hospital  for  expenses  for  March,  by  order 

ofGov.Hahn $208  80 

29,     do     Charity  Hospital  for  expenses  for  Aprils  by  order 

ofGoT.HiSn 472  73 

'  May  30,     do     Charity  Hospital  for  expenses  for  BCay,  by  order 

of  GoT.Hahn 402  77 

June  30,     do     Charity  Hospital  for  expenses  for  June,  by  order 

of  Gov.  Hahn 2^226  77 

July  11,     do     Deaf;  Dumb  and  Blind  Asylum,  Baton  Rouge,  by 

order  of  Gov.  Hahn 400  00 

11,     do     Charitv  Hospital  for  expenses  for  July,  by  order  * 

^  of  Gov.  Hahn , 867  50 

Aug.  90,     do     Charity  Hospital  for  expenses'  for  August,  by 

orderofGov.  Hahn 1,746  15 

$6,424  72 
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OHAKnUB  immOBUTSD  BT  OOMBTITimQNiLL  OOMfTSSRMN. 

1864. 

Aug.  12y  PiOd  to  ChAriet  Smith  for  detUtate  fiunillM  of  pwiah  of 

St.  ICftry $  800  00 

29,  do     ThonisB  IiL' Weils  for   destiiate  fiafdlirafrom 

Rftpidee  and  other  parisbes S/>00  00 

do     Orphan  Girl's  Asylum  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception   1,800  00 

do     St.  Mary's  Orphan  Boy's  Asylum,  Third  IHstrict  4,000  00 

do     New  Orleans  Orphan  Asylum.  Camp  street. . . .  4,000  00 

do     St  Joseph's  Gkrman  Boys'  and  GirUr  Asylum. . .  2,750  00 

do     St  Elizabeth's  House  of  Industry 1,800  00 

do     St  Vincent's  Infttnt  Asylum 2,000  00 

do     Ladies  of  Providence 2,000  00 

do     Home  of  Aged  and  Infirm 1,^H)0  00 

do     Society  of  Vincent  de  Paul 500  00 

17,     do     House  of  the  Good  Shepherd 1,000  00 

do     Society  fbt  the  Relief  of  Orphan  Boys 1,500  00 

20,      do     St  Vinceni's*Asylum,Carrollton 750  00 

22,      do     N.  0.  Snethen  for  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
moners   :..  200  00 

23^     do     Association  for  the  Relief  of  Jewish  Widows 

and  Orphans. 500  00 

do     Orphan^  Home  of  the  Protestant  E^is.  Church  1,200  00 

do     Poydras  Asylum 1,000  00 

do     St  Ann's  Asylum 1,000  00 

Aug.  24,      do     St  Vincent's  Asylum,  Donaldsonville 1,000  00 

30,  do     Orphan's  Asylum,  Baton  Rouge 700  00 

do     Orphan's  Home,  cor.  Seventh  and  Live  Oak  sts.  1,500  00 

$34^00  00 

AUCTION    DOTOBS. 
1864. 

April  9,  Paid  to  George  E.  Tyler  on  three  quarters  ending  Dec 

31,  1863 $2,785,40 

20,  do      G.  P.  Phfamey  on  four  quarters  ending  Dec.  $1, 

1863 3,625  12 

21,  do     William  P.  Vincent  one  quarter  ending  Deo.  31, 

1863    710  68 

$7,121  20 

The  above  amounts  were  oollected  by  the  fiHrmer  auditor  on  sales  of  cotton, 
nnrefined  sugar  in  hogsheads,  and  United  States  property,  which  articles  act 
•xsampt  by  the  State  statistics  fh>m  auction  dufy ;  the  several  amounts  were 
eonseqnently  refunded. 
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;  or  comrnvnosAL  ocftmamov  ov  ISic 


1864. 

Paid  for  per  diem  of  membera  Arom  April  6  to  Jnlj  25 $11M^  20 

•*       Mileage  of  members 2,120  40 

**       Salartesof  offleera and  employes 374^76  00 

"       Printing  and  advertising 166,825  82 

**       Gontin^t  expenses 46,395  25 

And  firom  Jul j  25  an  to  date,  salaries  of  clerks,  Aa,  as  anthor- 

iaed  by  resolution  of  tiie  Oonyention 9,563  50 

$364.171  17 
PROM  SCHOOL  FUND. 

.^^  FOR  PUBUC  SCHOOLS. 

Apr.  13,  Paid  to  N.  C.  Landrr  for  leaching  tiiree  quarters  in  1863, 

in  parish  of  St  James $  757  50 

Jane  7,  Paid  to  J.  S.  Walton  for  city  of  New  Orleans 20,000  00 

8,  "        P.  Lagroe  for  Jefferson  City 1,933  72 

9,  *'       H.  Yanfiibber  for  parish  of  St  Bernard 949  14 

18,      <<        A.  Lartigne  for  parish  of  Plaquemines 1,966  50 

23,      "       Frederick  Kern  for  CarroUton 1,205  58 

23,      <<       Jacob  Miller  for  parish  of  Jeffeison,  Left  Bank.  744  95 

Aug.  6,  «  John  Linden  for  parish  of  Jeflferson,  Bight  Bank  196  94 

10,  "  J.  S.  Walton  for  city  of  New  Orleans 9,391  08 

Sept  9,  <"  John  Linden  for  parish  of  Jefferson,  Right  Bank  264  66 

10,  **  A.  Lartigue  for  parish  of  Plaqnemioe. 709  06 

$38,119  08 

-gg .  OOMMIBSIONS  TO  TAX  OOLLBCTOBS. 

Paid  to  W.  T.  Stocker,  First  District  of  New  Orieans $1,270  02 

«       D.  W.  0.  Campbell,  Second  District  of  New  Orleans 682  21 

•*       V.  Gerodias,  «  "  "  26  29 

"       O.B,Langt  Third         "  "  80147 

**        J.  L.  Darfes,  Fourth       "  "  318  11 

**       JohnKSchaffer,  parish  of  Jefferson ^ 215  63 

,  **       Roberi;  Johnson,  parish  of  Plaquemine 105  25 

"       6.  H.  Flagg,  parish  of  Orleans,  Bight  Bank 17  40 

I 
$2,836  38 

FROM  THE  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  PUN^l 

.gg.  OOHXBnOM  TO  TAX  OOLUBCrOBS. 

Paid  to  W.  T.  Stodker,  First  District  of  New  Orieans $593  46 

«  D.  W.  G.  Campbell,  Second  District  of  New  Orleans. . ; . .  350  84 

"        V.  Gerodias,                  •*           "                  "            10  27 

"       C.  B.  Lang,               Third         "                  "            118  53 

"       John  L.  Davies,         Fourth       "                  «*           163  29 

"       John  K  Schaffer,  parish  of  Jefferson 70  04 

**       Robert  Johnson,  parish  of  Plaquemine 36  60 

'<       Q.  H.  Flagg,  parish  of  Orleans,  Right  Bank 3  36 

$1,345  89 
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STATEMENT  Z, 

Showing  the  sereral  balances  in  the  Treasnry  on  September  80, 1864. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  March  9, 

1864,  belonging  to  General  Fund. .  $268,930  10 

Beoaiptoof  General  Fund 267^18  16 

Amount  transferred  by  the  GoTernor's 

order  of  August  12,  1864,  from  the 

Internal  Improvement  Fund,  to  be 

returned  **  as  soon  as  there  are  suiB- 

dent  moneys  in  the  Treasury  to 

justify  the  same," 35,000  00--$551,448  25 

Total  disbursem^ts  from  General  Fund  499,045  87 

Balance , $  52,403  88 

Balance  in  Treasury  on  March  9 , 1 864, 

belonging  to  School  Fund $  76,672  37 

BeceipU  ot  School  Fund 74,949  54— $151,621  91 

Total  disbursements  from  School  Fund  40,955  47 

Balance 110,666  45 

Balance  in  Treasury  on  March  9, 1864, 

belonging  to  Internal  Improyement 

Fund ..$  36,990  34 

Beoeipts  of  Internal  Improrem't  Fund     17,318  17—$  54,308  51 
Total   disbursements   from   Internal 

Improvement  Fund 1,345  89 

Amount  transferred  to  General  Fund    35,000  00—     36,345  89 

Balance 17,962  62 

Total  balance  current  ftinds  (and  Bank  of  New  Orleans  Notes) . .  $181,031  45 
Confederate  notes  before  mentioned 462,752  13 

$643,783  58 
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PUBLIC  DEBT. 

I  have  to  state  under  this  head,  that  oa  assuming  the  duties  of  the  Aaditor's 
office,  I  find  it  impossible  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  the  exact  amount  of 
public  debt,  owing  to  the  removal  or  destruction  of  the  greater  portion  of 
the  books,  papers  and  documents  belonging  to  this  office,  at  the  time  of  the 
abandonment  of  the  State  Capitol  and  public  offices  at  Baton  Rouge,  bj  the 
rebel  State  officers  in  May,  1862. 

The  last  annual  report  made  by  Mr.  Peralta,  (rebel)  auditor  of  public 
accounts,  to  the  General  Assembly,  is  dated  January,  1862.  and  eochibits  the 
financial  condition  of  the  State,  and  the  operations  of  the  treasury  up  to  the 
close  of  the  year  1861. 

By  the  statements  contained  in  that  report  it  appears  that  the  liabilities  of 
the  State  for  property  banks  was : 

Liabilities  for  property  banks $6,398,ft33  33 

Liabilities  for  MunicipaUty  No.  2 198,240  00 

Debts  proper  of  the  State,  in  bonds,  maturing  between  the  years 

1867  and  1901 , 4,081,000  00 

Amount  due  on  bonds  issued  to  Port  Hudson  and  Clinton  Riul- 

road  Company 9,000  00 

Debts  proper  in  trust  funds,  payable  on  demand 521,308  79 

Grand  Total $10,168,182  12 

Acts  were  passed  by  the  (rebel)  Legislatare  at  their  special  sesdon  of  1861, 
and  also  during  the  session  of  1862,  authorizing  the  loan  by  the  then  existing 
State  Government,  for  military  or  revolutionary  purposes,  to  the  amount  of 
$985,000. 

What  amount  of  State  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  debt  were  actually 
issued  and  negotiated  in  pursuance  of  those  acts,  I  have  no  means  of  sscer- 
ti^ing  with  certainty. 

There  was  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury  by  my  predecessor,  in  January 
last,  on  Interest  Coupons  on  State  Bonds  the  sum  of  $48,510.  With  this 
exception,,  so  far  as  the  books  and  vouchers  in  my  possession  show,  nothing 
has  been  paid  on  account  of  interest  or  principal  on  the  State  debt  since  the 
dose  of  the  year  1861. 

The  actual  amount,  therefore,  of  the  legitimate  debt  of  the  State,  up  to  the 
present  time,  is  about  $12,000,000,  including  arrears  of  interest,  and  that 
maturing  up  to  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

The  annexed  tabular  statement,  marked  L,  will  exhibit  in  detail  theamomit 
and  description  of  the  State  debt  represented  by  outstanding  bonds,  and  the 
purpose  for  which,  and  in  whose  iistvor,  they  were  originally  issued. 

By  an  order  of  the  late  Military  Grovemor,  Gren.  Shepley,  reaffirmed  and 
promulgated  by  M%j.  Gen.  Banks,  commanding  the  Department,  payment  o 
interest  on  the  State  debt  was  suspended  on  grounds  of  expediency,  whkk 
order  remains  hi  force  and  unrepealed. 
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STATEMENT  L— €k>MTiNi7ED. 

Total  liabiUttes  in  bonds $4,031,000  00 

Amonnt  due  on  bonds  issued  to  the  Clinton  and  Port  HudsQ^i 

Railroad  Company 9,000  00 

Balance  due  Vacant  Estates  as  per  report  of  1861.  .$29,408  22 
Seceived  daring  the  year  1861 5,907  80 

$35,316  02 
Payments  during  same  period 100  00 

35,216  02 

Due  to  purchasers  of  Land  for  redemption  of  same,  per  last 

report 2,192  03 

Due  on  proceeds  of  Slaves  sold  out  of  the  Depot,  per  last  report        3,781  60 
Due  General  Grovemment,  under  Deposit  Act 479,919  14 

Total $4,661,108  79 


ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 

It  Is  impossible  for  the  Auditor  to  estimate  with  anything  like  an  approach 
to  accuracy,  either  the  revenue  to  be  derived,  or  the  expenditures  necessary 
to  be  incurred  during  the  present  unsettled  condition  of  public  aflkirs.  We 
have  at  the  same  time  a  military  government  and  a  civil  government  co- 
existing.  We  are  in  a  state  of  war  and  revolution,  emerging  from  the  most 
tremendous  civil  convulsion  the  State  ever  experienced. 

Some  general  ^ts  and  considerations  may  enable  the  Auditor  to  approx- 
imate a  reasonable  estimate  of  the  resources  of  the  State  And  its  most  urgent 
expenditures  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  total  assessed  value  of  property,  (both  real  and  personal,)  in  the  State 
in  the  year  1860,  was  $469,250,000.  Included  in  this  aggregate  was 
$170,000,000,  the  assessed  value  of  property  in  slaves.  It  is  a  fact,  that  will 
to  future  generations  appear  almost  incredible,  that,  (outside  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,)  the  assessed  value  of  property  in  human  flesh,  exceeded  by 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars  the  assessed  value  of  all  the  real  estate, 
including  in  the  term  real  estate  the  value  not  only  of  lands,  but  bidldlngS| 
fkrm  and  plantation  stock,  machinery,  flxtures  and  animals  usually  attached 
to  plantations. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  at  a  glance,  that  by  the  progress  of  events,  and  by 
the  operation  of  the  ordinance  of  emancipation,  $170,000,000  of  property 
has  been  stricken  from  among  the  objects  of  taxation  and  raised  to  the  con- 
dition of  citizens. 

I  allude  to  this  important  subject.  In  this  connection,  for  a  practical  pur- 
pose, bearing  on  the  financial  resources  of  the  State,  and  as  a  consideration 
connected  with  a  proposition  in  fbvor  of  aper  capUa  tax  on  persons  of  African 
descent,  hereinafter  submitted. 

The  wtete,  destruction,  depreciation  and  removal  of  other  personal  pro- 
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perty,  buildings,  fixtures,  mftdilnerj,  Ac.,  consequent  upon  a  state  of  war  and 
revolution,  must  have  further  reduced  the  aggregate  of  other  taxable  property 
in  the  State  $100,000,000,  making  the  enormous  aggregate  destroyed  dnoe 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  of  $270,000,000. 

In  estimating  onr  sources  of  revenue  for  the  ensuing  year,  we  mnstftirflier 
bear  in  mind  that  we,  (the  loyal  people  and  government,)  hold  for  the  present 
but  a  limited  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  State.  We  cannot,  fbr  the  pre- 
sent, assess  and  collect  taxes  beyond  the  lines  of  our  miUtarj  occupatioiL 

The  revenue  from  all  sources  of  taxation  in  1860,  was  on  assessment  of 
$441,098,000,  as  follows : 

One^iixth  of  one  per  cent  (State  Tax  proper) $773,490 

One-tenth  of  one  per  cent  (Hill  Tax)  on 441,098 

One-fourth  of  1-10  per  cent  (Int  Imp.  Tax)  on 110.274 

Licensee  on  Trades,  Professions,^ 350,000 

$1,634,861 

Of  the  above  amount  the  city  of  New  Orleans  paid  State 

Tax  proper,  on  $123,271,200 $205,452 

Mill  Tax 125,271 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 30318 

Licenses , 261,000 

$620341 

186L 

Revenue  on  assessed  valuation  of  $458,892,000. 

State  Tax,  proper $764,820 

Mil  I  Tax 458  892 

Internal  Improvement  Tax. .  .*. 114,723 

Lieenses  on  Trades,  Professiona,  etc 362,470 

$1,700,905 

Of  this  New  Orleans  paid  on  an  assessment  of 

$128,953,000— 

State  Tax,  proper ', $214,922 

Mill  Tax 128,953 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 82,2.38 

Licenses 272,470 

648.585 

Paid  by  the  State $l.052J22 

1862. 

Revenue  from  assessed  value  of  $468,668,000. 

Stote  Tax,  proper $780930 

Mill  Tax 468.568 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 317,142 

Licenses  on  Trades^  Professions,  etc 227,845 

$M94,485 
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Of  this  New  Orleans  paid  on  an  assesBment  ef 
$130,373,000— 

rfitataT»x,prppejr.,,,,,. ,,,,,-., $217^88 

.IliUTax..., 130.373 

Internal  Improvement  Tftx ^ 32,693 

Lieensea...,.,.,,.,,,.,.,,,.,,, ,., 182,846 

5^3>099 

Paid  by  the  9tate......... ...,...., .$1,029,389 

bshmatb  fob  1863. 
The  reyenne  from  all  sources  for  1863,  will  be  on  an  assessment  of  about 
$289,623,000. 

Sta{teTax,pcoper.. $482,706 

Mill  Tax 289,623 

Intonial  Improvement  Tax 72,406 

Idcenses. 172,700 

$1,017,434 

Of  this  New  Orleans  will  probably  pay  on  an  assess- 
ment of  $11 1,486,000— 

State  Tax,  proper , .  .$185,726 

Mill  Tax :..... Ul,436 

Internal  Improvement  Tax 27,859 

Licenses.......... 132,700 

$457,721 

Paid  by  the  State $     569,713 

1864. 

By  reference  to  page  25,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  current  expenses  of  the 
6tate  from  March  9th  to  September  30th,  1864,  including  the  expenses  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  amount  to  $541,347  22. 

I  estimate  the  expenses,  without  interest,  on  the  State  debt,  for  the  year 
1865,  at  $1,041,106  14.  This  estimate  allows  only  $10,000  for  work  of  Inter- 
nal Improvement,  and  $860,000  for  the  support  of  Public  Schools. 

We  need  about  $265,000  per  annum  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  State  debt, 
for  the  payment  ot  interest  should  be  resumed  as  soon  as  possible,  to  main- 
tain the  honor  and  credit  of  the  State.  . 

As  but  $48,000  have  been  paid  on  the  interest  of  the  State  debt  since  the 
oloee  of  the  year  1861,  the  ampunt  of  such  interest  now  past  due  and  matnr- 
ii^gf  up  to  <^l<x>®  o^  ^®  present  year,  1864,  will  exceed  $700,000. 

To  place  our-  Public  Schools  on  a  proper  footing,  when  we  shall  have 
-recovered  the  whole  territory  of  the  State,  we  shall  need  a  revenue  of 
$7<ttr000  per  annum>  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

'the  fbllowing  is  an  estimate  of  the  probable  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
^e  State  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1866 : 
4 
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BZPiMDiTinaa  num  ram  QBMB&iL  raa». 

Salaries  of  Stale  offioen,«lidrel6rkiHJbe $187,110  M 

ContiDgent  expeoMt  of  the  sereral  departments 15,660  60 

Compensatioii  to  assessors,  deductions  and  oommissioni  to  ool- 

lectors 180,000  00 

Bzpenses  of  the  General  Assemblj,  (saj  00  dajs) 72,000  00 

Prmting  and  adrertising 100,000  00 

Interest  on  State  bonds 300,000  00 

Interest  on  the  U.  a  Deposit  Fund 18,70514 

Amount  due  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  the  same  having 

been  borrowed  for  General  Fund 35,000  00 

Support  of  the  Charity  Hospital 20,000  00 

Do           Insane  Asylum  at  Jackson 6,000  00 

Do           Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind  Allium  at  Baton  Booge  6,000  00 

Appropriations  to  charitable  institutions 20,000  00 

Ouer  payments  as  detailed  in  a  following  statement 16,600  00 

$935,605  14 

FBOM  THB  ODRBBNT  SCHOOL  rJMP, 

For  the  support  of  Free  Pnblic  Schools : . . .  $360,000  00 

For  compensation  to  assessors,  deductions  and  oommlsrions  to 

collectors 30,000  00 

$380,000  00 

FBOM  THB  niTEBNlL  DIFBOTBIIKNT  FDND. 

Expenses  of  Internal  Improvement  Service • $  10,000  00 

Compensation  to  assesBors,  deductions  and  comminions  to  tax 

collectors 7,500  00 

Interest  on  bonds  issued  to  Railroad  Companies 400,000  00 

Other  payments  as  detailed  in  a  following  statement 8,000  00 

$425,600  00 

Bstimate  of  total  expenditures $1,741,105  14. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  receipts  into  the  State  lYeasnry  during  (he  same 
period: 

State  Tax,  proper.... $335,000  00 

Licenses  on  Trades,  Professions  and  Occupations  for  the  year 

1865,  and  arrearages : 175,000  OO 

Duties  on  sales  at  auction 35,000  OO 

Arrearages  of  Taxes 5,000  OO 

MIUTax 200,000  00 

Poll  Tax 15,000  00 

Internal  Improvement  Tax. .   50,000  00 

Sales  of  School  Lands 6,000  00 

Do       Swamp  Lands 100,000  00 

Do       Internal  Improvement  Lands 2,600  00 

Estimate  of  total  receipts.... $922,500  00 
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DKTAHJS  OP  IZPEXDirrBBS  IIBNTIOKED  IN  THS  FOBBGOIXQ  STATEMENT. 

Compenmtioa  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Aseenfbly, 

(60  days). $  72,000  00 

Salary  of  the  Governor 8,006  00 

»*               Lieutenant  Governor 6,000  00 

"               Govemor^s  Private  Secretary ^,500  00 

•*              Governor's  Messenger •  360  00 

"              Secretai^  of  State 5,000  00 

"              Clerk  of  the  Secretary  of  State 2,000  00 

•«              State  Treasurer. .• .^ 6,000  00 

«              Chief  Cl^rk  of  Treasurer 2,000  00 

«              Assistant  Clerk  of  Treasurer 1,200  00 

«              Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 6,000  00 

"              Chief  Clerk  of  Auditor 2,000  00 

«               Assistant  Clert:  of  Auditor 1,200  00 

"              Attorney  General 6,000  00 

"              State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education 4,000  00 

"               State  librarian 1,200  00 

«              Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. .  .^ 35,600  00 

«*              Judges  of  District  Courts 60,000  00 

**              aerk  of  the  First  District  Court  of  New  Orleans .  6,000  00 

«*              IMstrict  Attorneys 10,000  00 

«              Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court 2,600  00 

«               Register  State  Land  Office. . . . , 3,500  00 

"              aerk  of  the  Land  Office 2,000  00 

"              Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 3,000  00 

"              Clerk  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 1,200  00 

State  Engineer 2,600  00 

^              Interpreter  of  First  Dist  Court  of  New  Orieans. .  1,000  00 
<<              Sergeant  at-Arms  House  of  Representatives,  Ser- 

§eant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  Watchnum  of  the 
tate  Buildings,  (City  Hall  and  No.  17  S>. 

C^harles  st,)  Keeper  of  the  State  Arsenal^eto. .  6,000  00 

"              Board  of  Police  Commissionera 6,000  00 

CompensaUon  to  Assessors 30,000  00 

Commissions  to  Tax  CV)llector8 - .  60,000  00 

Commissions  to  District  Attorneys  for  collecting  bonds  of  de- 

fonlting  Tax  CoUectors 500  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Executive * 5,000  00 

«           '*       Secretary  of  State 600  00 

"           «           «       State  Treasurer : 750  00 

"           "           "        Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 3,000  00 

«           "           <t       Snperintendeit  of  Public  Education  300  00 

«*           »*           «        SupremeCourt 2,000  00 

«'           «           "       State  Library 1,000  00 

**           "           "        Adjutant  General 600  00 

«           «           *•       State  Land  Office 2,500  00 

Deductions  to  CJollectors  of  Taxes 50,000  00 

Interest  on  State  Bonds  past  due  and  maturing  during  the  year.  700,000  00 

**        the  U.  S.  Deposit  Fund,  according  to  act  200  of  1857 .  28,795  14 

Printing  and  advertising 100.000  00 

Pensions  for  life 1,600  00 
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Publishing  Decielons  of  Supreme  Court 2^0  00 

Reimbursements  to  legal  heirs  of  vacant  estates  paid  into  the 

State  Treasury. 6,000  00 

Reimbursement  ot  Swamp  Lands  erroneously  sold 6,000  00 

'*                  School  Lands           **           "     2,000  00 

"                 Internal  Improvement  Lands  erroneously  sold  3,000  00 

"                  Seminary  Lands                             "           •*  250  00 

Support  of  Free  Public  Schools 360.000  00 

"        Charity  Hospital 20,000  00 

*^       Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind  Asylum  at  Baton  Rouge 5,000  00 

"       Insane  Asylum  at  Jackson 6,000  00 

Appropriation  to  Recorders  for  recording  lists  of  lands  forfeited 

for  non-payment  of  taxes *. 3,000  00 

Appropriation  to  Recorder  of  Conveyances,  city  of  New  Orleans, 

for  furnishing  certificates  to  Board  of  Assessors 500  00 

Appropriation  for  correcting  Assessment  Rolls  in  the  city  of  New 

Orleans 1,400  00 

Appropriation  to  charitable  institutions ; 20,000  00 

Amount  due  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund  borrowed  by  Gen- 
eral Fund,  by  order  of  the  Governor 85,000  00 

Expenses  of  Internal  Improvement  Service 10,000  00 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  preceding  statement  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
next  fiscal  year,  (including  the  interest  due  on  the  State  debt,)  are  estimated 
to  exceed  the  receipts  $818,605  14. 

Therefore,  in  view  of  the  probable  necessities  of  the  State  Treasory,  of 
the  excess  of  necessary  expenditures  beyofid  our  prospective  receipts,  and 
to  enable  us  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  State,  I  respectfully  snbmit  for  the 
consideration  of  the  General  Assembly,  whether  it  be  not  expedient  to  pro- 
vide an  increase  of  revenue  by  increasing  or  adding  iiew  objects  of  taxatioBi 
and  by  making  some  few  other  modifications,  which  I  herein  specify,  of  the 
existing  revenue  laws. 

The  only  poll  or  per  capita  tax,  now  imposed  by  law  is  a  tax  of  **  $1  on 
each  white  male  inhabitant  over  21  years  of  age,''  which  tax  does  not  go  to 
the  General  Fund,  but  is  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  support  of  Free 
Public  Schools  in  the  parishes  where  the  tax  is  paid. 

Impose  a  per  capita  tax  of  $3  per  annum  on  each  male  inhabitant  of  this 
State  over  the  age  of  21  years,  not  engaged  in  the  military  or  naval  serviee 
of  the  United  States. 

I  recommend  a  tax  on  the  following  agricultural  products,  (which  may  be 
reduced  in  amount,  or  wholly  repealed  after  the  prices  of  these  staples  shall 
have  subsided  to  their  former  prices,  or  neiar  it :)  ^ 

On  each  bale  of  (400  lbs)  Cotton $2  00 

Ou  each  hogshead  of  Sugar , 1  50 

On  each  barrel  of  Molasses 75 

On  each  100  hi  Rice 50 

To  be  levied  and  collected  at  the  place  of  production  of  these  articles. 
In  1860  the  State  of  Louisiana  produced— 
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Of  Cotton 65^,100  Balos. 

Sugar 203,246  Hogibeads. 

McOaaMB 347^76  Barrels. 

Riot ; 20,856  Barrels. 

From  the  beet  means  of  information  in  regard  to  the  probable  prodnotion 
of  tbeee  staples  I  can  command,  I  estimate  tbe  production  for  the  year  1864 
as  follows : 

Cotton 75,000  Bales. 

Suffar 25,000  Hogaheada. 

Molaasee. 60,000  Barrels. 

Rice 10,000  Barrels. 

That  bonsehold  ftimitare  shall  be  made  liable  to  taxation  like  other  per- 
sonal property,  exempting  an  amonnt  not  exceeding  in  raloe  the  sum  of  $500 
belonging  to  any  one  householder. 

Under  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  a  person  may  own  an  nnlimited  amonnt 
of  articles  of  luxnry  of  this  description,  on  which  he  pays  no  taxes  whaterer. 

Impo^  a  tax  on  all  Gold  and  Silver  Watches,  Plate,  Pianos,  Pictares, 
articles  of.  vwtUf  and  Jewelry,  of  one  per  cent  over  $100. 

Also,  a  tax  on  each  Billiard  Table  of  $25. 

Impose  a  tax  on  the  gross  receipts  of  Theatres,  Amphitheatres,  Menageries, 
CfrciiBes,  and  places  of  amusement  of  ^is  description,  of  one  per  cent,  pay- 
able mpnthly.  Reqafre  monthly  returns  to  be  made  by  the  managers  and 
proprietors  of  these  establishments,  under  oath,  to  the  Assessor  of  the 
District 

Impose  a  tax  of  $12,000  per  annum  on  every  Gambling  House,  payable 
$1,000  monthly  in  advance ;  and  on  each  Tombola,  $600  per  annum,  payable 
$50  monthly  in  advance ;  and  on  each  vendor  of  Lottery  Tickets,  $12,000 
per  annum,  also  payable  $1,000  monthly  in  advance. 

Impose  a  tax  on  all  drinking  houses,  and  places  where  intoxicating  bever- 
ages are  sold  by  the  glass,  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  on  the  gross  receipts, 
returns  to  be  made  quarterly  to  the  Assessor,  nnder  oath. 

On  every  Restaurant,  Soda  and  Ice  Cream  Saloon,  or  establishment  for 
vending  refreshments  where  intoxicating  beverages  are  not  sold,  impose  a 
tax  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  on  tbe  gross  amount  of  sales.  Require 
returns  of  such  sales  to  be  made  quarterly,  on  oath,  to  the  Afvessor. 

I  would  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  a  change  I 
propose  should  be  made  in  tbe  mode  of  levying  taxes  on  merchants  and  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  various  departments  of  trade. 

The  existing  statute  on  this  subject,  (S.  1,  p.  459,  R.  S.,)  places  among  the 
objects  of  taxation,  "all  capital,  invested  or  employed  each  year  in  traffic, 
trade  or  merchandise,  or  any  kind  of  commerce.'' 

The  essential  point  to  be  kept  in  view,  in  all  legislation  for  ndsing  revenue 
by  taxation,  is  equal&yl  to  lay  the  burden  fairly  on  property— actual  wealth, 
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difltingalihing  iDoidedtallj  between  the  teTeral  kinds  or  speolee  best  sble  to 
bear  tucation*    In  this  matter  eqnalitj  is  equity. 

The  experience  and  statistica  of  the  past  demonstrate  that  a  great  Afll- 
colty,  pracUcallj,  has  existed  in  ascertaining  and  iSHrssing  the  real  aaovat 
of  <^tal  ejiplojed  or  inrested  in  trade,  Ac, 

The  Assessment  Rolls  show  that  the  whole  amonnt  of  c^4tal  heretolbce 
returned  bj  the  Assessors,  as  invested  in  trade,  banldng  and  insoraaoe,  has 
not  in  any  jear  exceeded  the  sum  of  $30,000,000,  hicluding  notes  bearbg 
interest,  and  other  OTidenoes  of  debt. 

Who  that  iB  at  all  (iunlliar  with  the  actual  trade  and  business  of  tlie  d^  of 
New  Orleans,  can  be  made  to  believe  that  those  figures  represent  one-irarth 
the  actual  amount  of  capital  with  which  the  immense  business  and  coanMree, 
wholesale  and  retail,  of  the  city  is  performed  T 

The  amount  of  capital  returned  as  employed  in  trade  and  oommerce  In 
1860,  one  of  the  most  prosperous  business  yean— the  last  year  of  peaee—  was 
so  fiur  below  the  amount  apparently  necessary,  Invoiying  the  purchase  and 
movement  of  hundreds  of  millions  worth  of  cotton,  sugar,  Western  produce 
and  general  merchandise,  that  I  was  induced  to  examine  critically  the  Assess- 
ment Rolls  of  that  year. 

The  results  of  that  investigation  are  highly  instructive,  and  ibrce  upon  my 
mind  the  conclusion  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessify  for  a  radical  change 
in  our  revenue  laws,  applicable  to  this  particular  class  of  tiiem. 

By  that  examination  I  ascertained,  for  instance,  that  nine  of  the  prindpal 
merchants  and  firms  engaged  in  business  as  grocers,  are  returned  as  having 
an  aggregate  capital  employed  in  their  business  of  $182,000— eay  average 
$20,000— of  the  dealers  and  factors  in  cotton,  twentyfonr  of  the  heaviest 
firms  were  set  down  as  having,  in  the  aggregate.  $505,000  of  capital,  average 
$21,000. 

In  the  dry  goods  department  of  trade,  eighteen  of  the  principal  houses 
were  returned  as  having  an  aggregate  capital  of  $720,000— average  $40,000. 
In  all,  fifty -one  of  the  chief  houses  in  the  city,  in  the  above  branches  of 
wholesale  trade,  were  reported,  as  having  an  average  capital  employed  In 
their  business  of  $27,600— hi  all,  $1,407,000. 

The  aggregate  sales  of  these  fifty-one  firms,  according  to  information 
entirely  reliable,  «ould  not  have  been  less  than  $75,000,000  worth  in  cotton, 
sugar,  groceries,  dry  goods  and  other  merchandize. 

Now,  to  demonstrate  the  principal  operation  of  our  system  of  taxation  on 
<'  capital,"  let  it  be  understood  that  of  the  above  firms,  in  1860— 

Seven  large  Cotton  Houses  were  assessed  as  having  a  capital  of.      $110,000 

Six  heavy  Dry  Goods  Houses  at 245,000 

Five  heavy  Grocers  at 1 15,000 

Total $470,000 

This  would  yield  the  SUte  a  revenue  of 13.700 
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The  lOTeii  Cotton  Houses  Bold  to  amount  of. $10,000,000 

The  six  Dry  Goods  Houses  sold  to  amoont  of 10.000,000 

The  fire  Grocers  sold  to  amount  of. 10,000,000 

Total $80  000,000 

While,  if  this  tax  was  placed  on  sales  It  would  yield  a  reyenue  of  $87,500, 
being  a  difference  in  favor  5f  the  State  over  the  present  system  of  $73,800. 

Instances  can  be  pointed  out  where  merchants  or  firms,  doing  business  at 
a  rate  of  one  to  two  and  a  half  millions  per  annum,  are  returned  by  the 
Assessors  as  having  invested  or  employed  a  capital  of  from  $20,000  to 
$40,000,  or  less,  while  a  small  retailer  and  comer  grocer,  selling  from  $2,000 
to  $10,000  per  annum,  usually  gives  In  his  statement  fh>m  $500  to  $2,000 
capital,  or  nearly  the  full  amount  of  capital  that  would  ordinarily  be  actu- 
ally employed  in  his  business. 

If  the  wholesale  firm,  with  a  returned  nominal  value  of  $40,000,  sell  two 
and  a  half  million  dollars  worth  of  merchandise  at  10  per  cent,  average 
profit,  they  make  a  total  profit  of  $250,000,  or  more  than  600  per  cent,  on 
their  nominal  capital. 

In  the  other  case,  the  retailer  or  small  grocer,  assuming  that  he  makes  a 
profit  of  10  to  25  per  cent.,  makep  a  gain  of  from  $500  to  $2,500— about  20 
to  25  per  cent  on  his  capital  actually  employed. 

What  sort  of  equality  is  this  ? 

Is  this  equalizing  taxation  ? 

We  ought  to  be  able  to  find  a  remedy  for  this  injustice  and  inequality,  and 
bring  the  burden  of  taxation  to  bear  where  it  fklrly  should  rest,  in  a  way 
that  shall  admit  of.  no  evasion  or  subterfiige. 

The  remedy  which  I  suggest  for  this  evil  is,  to  change  the  existing  law  on 
the  subject,  so  as  to  make  the  assessment,  not  on  capital  employed,  but  on 
the  actual  amount  of  sales. 

By  the  exercise  of  a  reasonable  amount  of  astuteness  and  intelligence,  the 
assessors  will  be  able  to  get  at  very  nearly  the  actual  amount  of  sales.  In  any 
given  instance,  while  they  might  be  very  easily  baiBed  in  atcertaining  the 
amount  of  capital. 

Make  it  the  duty  of  every  merchant  and  firm  to  furnish  the  Assessors  a 
sworn  statement,  quarterly,  of  the  actual  amount  and  value  of  all  their  sales; 
empower  the  Assessor,  if  not  satisfied  with  such  statement,  to  require  the 
production  of  all  books,  invoices  and  accounts,  and  to  interrogate,  under 
oath,  principal  and  clerks.  By  this  mode  of  procedure,  in  my  judgment,  an 
intelligent  Assessor  can  arrive  at  the  truth  in  any  given  ease,  and  so  remedy 
the  marked  inequality  of  the  present  law. 

To  make  such  changes  practicable,-  to  the  great  benefit  and  adrantage  of 
the  resources  of  the  State,  I  recommend  every  penon  in  trade  to  be  taxed  in 
proporUon  to  the  amount  of  capital  actually  employed,  whether  owned  by 
him,  or  borrowed,  or  held  In  trust  for  others. 
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It  may  be  advisable  to  attach  a  heavjr  penalty  for  neglect  or  reftmd  to 
make  the  return  or  Btatement  for  the  use  and  fnformatlon  of  the  Asseflsors 
above  mentioned,  and  to  clothe  Assessors  with  such  powers  as  will  enforce 
obedience. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  sales  of  merchandise  at  wholesale 
and  retail,  and  on  commission,  of  all  descriptions  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
even  in  the  present  comparatively  dull  state  of  trade,  amount  to  at  least 
$200,000,000  per  annum,  which  would  yield,  at  the  present  rate  of  tazaUon, 
$600,000. 

I  would  also,  in  close  connection  with  the  above  subject,  c?\\  the  attention 
of  the  Legislative  body  to  the  manifest  inequality  in  the  tarilT  of  licenses 
on  trades  and  occupations. 

According  to  the  law,  as  it  now  is,  the  wholesaler,  though  his  sales  amount 
to  a  million  and  more  per  annum,  pays  for  his  license  but  130. 

A  retail  Grocer  selling  goods  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,  (or  less,)  pays  $15. 
There  is  gross  inequality  in  this,  which  needs  correction. 

If  $15  for  license  is  a  reasonable  and  hit  amount  for  the  small  retailer, 
the  wholesale  merchant  can  well  afford  to  pay  a  license  tax  of  at.  least  $200. 

Another  important  source  from  which,  ultimately,  a  considerable  increase 
of  revenue  should  be  derived,  will  be  found  in  a  more  thorough  and  accurate 
assessment  of 

LANDS  ^ 

in  the  State,  subject  to  taxation,  but  which  have  not  heretofore  been  returned 
or  taxed. 

To  maice  this  important  subject  fully  understood,  it  is  necessary  to  state 
that  the  total  geographical  area  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  29,658,240  acres. 
Of  this  immense  area,  there  were  returned  by  the  Assessors,  for  the  year 
1862— 

Of  Cultivated  lands 1,980,452  acrcs- 

Of  Uncultivated  lands. 7,142,688    do 

As  owned  by  the  United  Slates 3,300,000    do 

As  owned  by  the  State  of  Louisiana 3,000,000    do 

As  donated  by  U.  S.  to  N.  0.  and  Qpelousas  Ridlroad  Co . . .     990,720    do 

Total 16,413,860  acres* 

Reserved  to  the  Schools... « I,S53,44$    do 

Leaving  as  property  ot  owners  unknown. ». 11,390,940    do 

In  ao  year  has  there  been  assessed  more  than  about  10,000,000  acres. 

In  1860  the  figures  were— 

Of  lands  cultivated • 2,078,867  acres* 

Of  lands  uncultivated ,. 8,051,734    do 

Some  measures  should  be  adopted  to  ascertain  the  ownership  of  the  large 
balance  of  these  lands  not  heretofore  assessed  or  returned.  This  omissioa 
to  assess  would  seem  to  be  owing  to  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Assessors. 
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These  lands,  it  is  evident,  cannot  be  public  property,  bat  the  great  bulk 
of  tbeni  most  probably  have  been  entered,  on  speculation,  by  private  indi- 
▼idnati,  as,  acoording  to  tlie  returns  of  the  General  Land  Office,  the  United 
States  owns  but  8,300,(K>0  acres,  and  the  State  but  8,000,000— some  of  which 
Utter  consist  of  low,  or  swamp  lands,  donated  to  the  State  by  Congress,  so 
that  it  is  apparent  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  balance  of  these  lands,  not 
heretofore  assessed  and  returned,  are  above  the  overflow,  and  consequently, 
for  agricultural  purposes,  valuable  beyond  the  average  of  ordinary  unoccu- 
pied lands  within  the  State. 

At  a  valuation  of  even  $1  per  acre,  they  would  give  a  valuable  contribu- 
tion in  taxes,  for  eztlngulBhing  the  present  State  debt,  and  providing  a  reve- 
nue for  the  future. 

I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  this  subject  prominence  in  this  report, 
in  the  hope  that  by  the  publicity  given  to  it,  the  Assessors  in  the  several 
parishes  may  hereafter  fully  execute  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relaUng  to 
anessment,  and  return  all  the  land  within  their  respective  districts. 

The  amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  firom  taxation  of  the  uncultivated 
lands  within  the  State,  migfht,  it  seems  to  me,  be  considerably  increased  by 
advancing  the  rate  of  taxation  upon  them  one  hundred  per  cent  on  the  rate 
now  authorized  by  statute,  and  I  recommend  such  increased  taxation  upon 
lands  of  this  description,  not  only  as  a  source  of  additional  revenue,  but 
because,  in  my  judgment^  it  will  tend  to  discourage  monopoly  of  lands  by 
large  planters  and  capitalists,  and  encourage  the  sale  and  distribution  of 
these  wild  lands  into  small  parcels,  tol)e  owned  and  occupied  by  actual  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil. 

Auotlier  subject  to  which  I  deem  it  proper  to  Invite  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  is  the  immense  amount  of  untaxed  property'  within  the 
State,  and  chiefly  within  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  as  to  which  exemptions 
from  taxation  are  claimed  under  the  general  statute,  or  under  special  acts. 
Many  of  the  properties  are  on  the  assessment  rolls,  owned  by  corporations, 
societies  and  charitable  institutions,  upon  which  taxes  should  be,  but  have 
not  been  collected,  because  the  agents  of  such  institutions  claim  exemption 
nnder  some  special  or  general  law  which  the  Assessors  do  not  think,  in  all 
Oftws,  applicabfe. 

For  the  information  of  the  Legislature,  I  insert  in  this  report  a  full  detailed 
statement  and  description  of  all  untaxed  property  owned  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  State,  by  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  by  railroad 
and  other  business  corporations,  and  by  religions,  charitable  and  other  asso- 
ciations, classified  and  arranged  so  that  the  amount  and  description  of  pro- 
perty held  by  each  may  be  seen  and  understood. 

A  summary  or  recapitulation  of  the  immense  amount  of  untaxed  property 
exhibits  the  following : 
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FBOFBBTT  OF  THB  UNITBD  SFTMTES. 

United  States  Mint $  500,000 

Gostom  House ■, 8,000,000 

Marine  Hoqiital 600,000 

BamckB 250,000 

8,300,000  acres  ofland 3,300,000 

$7,550,000 

STATS  OF  iJOCVSlAXk. 

Three  million  acres  land $3,000,000 

University,  Uw  and  Medicine 150,000 

State  House  at  Baton  Ronge not  known. 

Penitentiary do 

Asylom  for  Deaf,  Domb  and  Blind do 

Lunatic  Asylum do 

Statoe  of  Washington,  <co6t) 15,000 

State  Library not  known. 

Military  InsUtute  at  Alexaddria do 

PRPFMCTT  OF  THB  OTT  OW  KEM  ORTJtAigi. 

City  Hall $  850,000 

Police  Buttons : 129,000 

Market  Houses 1,900,000 

School  Houses 598,000 

Police  Jails  and  City  Prisons 250,000 

Public  Squares 1,089,950 

PubUoPark 75,000 

Engine  Houses  and  Washington  Artillery's  Arsenal 224,000 

Houses  of  Refuge  and  Workhouse 179,000 

Cemeteries 45,000 

Batture  and  other  Real  Estote 718,900 

Trust  Funds  and  other  Securities 757,000 

Wharves 2^^)0,000 

Court  Houses 55,000 

$8,630,850 

Number  and  value  of  Churches  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  with  their 
capacity  for  accommodating,  belonging  to  the  various  denominationB,  M 
follows : 

CAPAomr.  rAXsVAmm, 

18  Catholic 17,000 : . . .  $1,192,000 

4  Methodist ^...  3,000 116,000 

6  Presbyterian 5,600 267,000 

2  Baptist   1,700 74,000 

1  Unitarian 1,200 70,000 

4  Episcopal ;...  4,300 277,500 

11  German 6,200 117,000 

3  Synagogues. ,..  2,000 108,500 

6  Colored 3,200 49,000 

55  44,200  $2,271,000 
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GHUB0HK8  IN  ITOI  P  ABIBHM. 


or  Aix.  SBiroMiMAnoiv.  OAPAcanr.  ^ 

250 100,000 $1,500,000    • 

UCOOBPOKATSD  OOMPAMm. 

OAVRAL. 

Orl«Mi8  NaTigaUoa  Company $1,000,000 

New  Orleans  and  CarroUton  Railroad  Company 469,500 

New  Orleans,  Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company . . .  7,000,000 

New  Orleans,  Opelensas  and  Great  Western  Railroad  Company. .  7,000,000 

CanalBank  4,000,000 

Citizens'  Bank 6,763,866 

Bank  of  Louisiana 3,993,400 

State  Bank  of  Louisiana. 2,000,000 

$32,226,766 

FB0FIBTIB8  OF  ASTUmS,  flOCIRnS  AND  ASSOCIATIONS. 

St  Elisabeth  CathoUc  Asylum $  100,000 

St  Joseph's  Orphan,  German,  (Schools) 25,000 

aster  Regis  Female  Orphan  Asylum 80,00$ 

St  Vincent  de  Paul's  Asylum i 37.000 

St  Mary's  Asylum 81,000 

St  Anna's  Protestant  Asylum 65»000 

Orphans' Home 59,000 

Jewish  Widows' and  Orphans' Home 50,000 

Touro  Almshouse  Infirmary 178,000 

Seaman's  Friend  Chapel 6,000 

SaUors'Home 24,500 

Poydras  Asylum,  Protestant 424,500 

Masonic  Hall 158,000 

Odd  Fellows' HaU 208,000 

French  Benevolent  Association 30,000 

Portuguese  Society 12,000 

NewOrleaas  Mechanics'  Institute 132,000 

New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine 45,000 

Firemen's  Charitable  Association 5,000 

Franklin  Temperance  Halt 10,000 

Redemptionists'  Catholic  School .• 94,000 

Jesults^^                     «•           "      40,000 

NunsofStDominfo"           «      40,000 

Bishops  Odin  and  Blanc  Catholic  School 63,000 

Congregation  of  the  Missloiis  Catholic  School 25,000 

Charity  School,  CathoUc , 4,000 

Cdnventof  the  Ursulines,  Catholic 125,000 

H5tel.Dieu,                               «*      80,000 

Society  of  St  Croix,                "      10,000 

Chari^  Hospital 300,000 

$2^11,000 
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Corporations  that  pay  taxes  to  the  State,  but  not  to  the  cMj : 

Commercial  Water  Works  Company $  J.75,000 

Banlc  of  New  Orleans .• » 2,000,000 

Mechanics*  and  Traders'  Bank 1,500,000 

Southern  Bank ' 1 ,250,000 

Crescent  City  Bank 1,000,000 

Merehanls*  Bank 1,500,000 

Bank  of  America 600,000 

Union  Bank 1,600,000 

Orphans'  Home 60,000 

$9,475,000 

Corporations  that  pay  taxes  to  the  city,  but  not  to  the  State : 

New  Orleans  and  CarroTlton  Railroad  Company— Real  Estate $169,500 

Track  and  Cars 300,000 

$469^00 

Number  and  length  of  Railroads  in  the  State  of  Louisiana : 

New  Orleans,  Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Railroad  Co 88  miles. 

New  Orleans,  Opelousas  and  Great  Western  Railroad  Co. 80  do 

Vicksburg  and  SinreTeport  Railroad  Co 60  do 

West  Baton  Ronge  and  Grosse  TSte  Railroad  Co 25  do 

Mexican  Gulf  RaHroad  Co 28  do    * 

New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad  Co. 18  do 

Carrollton  and  Pontcfaartrain  Railroad  Co 6  do 

Pontchartrain  Railroad  Co.. 4}  do 

City  Railroad  Co 31  do 

Total .330^  miles. 

COIXEOBS  AND  ACADEMIES. 

Centenary  .... $50,000 

Jetferson * 

Mount  Lebanon  University. ^ 

Attakapas  College 

Minden  Female  Academy , 

Mansfield  Female  College. .....   ....;. .  i 

The  Auditor  has  no  information  as  to  the  cost  or  value  of  the  property  of 
either  of  the  above  institutions^  except  the  Centenary,  which  cost  $50,000. 

There  are  several  Convents  in  the  parishes,  the  most  extensive  being  that 
of  Sacred  Heart,  on  the  river,  near  Jefferson  College.  The  others  are  small 
establishments,  aad  the  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  Asylums  located  at 
Donaldsonville,  Baton  Rouge,  Bayou  Sara,  Alexandria  and  elsewhere. 
'  Excepting  the  Poydras  Asylum,  which  owns  property  at  Jefferson  City 
valued  at  $100,000,  and  the  Orphans'  Home,  which  is  valued  at  $50,000,  the 
whole  value  ot  these,  and  of  the  Colleges  and  Academies  above  enumerated, 
would  not  probably  exceed  $260,000. 
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The  total  amount  of  untaxed  property  in  the  State  may  be  estimated  at 
$74,265,496,  including  the  11,000,000  acres  of  land  before  mentioned. 

I  hare  deemed  it  adrisable  to  present  herein  this  information  in  reg^d  to 
the  amount  and  description  of  untaxed  property,  deeming  such  knowledge 
worth  possessing,  in  the  event  of  any  general  revision  and  amendment  of  the 
laws  relating  to  revenue  and  taxation,  and  that  the  Legislature  may  consider 
whether  it  is  desirable  or  expedient  to  place  any  limits,  or  further  conditions 
to  the  holding  of  property  by  societies  and  associations  exempt  firom  taxation. 

In  a  wealthy  community  there  is  a  strong  tendeucy  towards  the  accumu- 
lation of  large  masses  of  property  in  the  possession  and  control  of 
churches,  corporations,  and  the  various  associations  of  men  for  benevolent, 
educational  and  other  objects,  and  a  constant  endeavor  on  the  part  of  the 
managers  of  such  property  to  escape  taxation  on  the  plea  of  charity,  Sk, 

There  are  to  be  found  frequent  instances  of  claims  to  hold  large  amounts 
of  property  of  this  description,  exempt  firom  taxation,  where  it  is  apparent 
that  there  is  no  just  cause  for  such  exemption,  the  uses  and  purposes  to  which 
such  property  is  devoted  being  closely  intermingled  with  purposes  of  private 
gain  and  speculation. 

By  way  of  illustration  of  this  point,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Leg- 
islature to  the  following  instances : 

In  the  First  District,  New  Orleans,  the  corporation  of  "  Christ  Church  " 
owns  three  lots,  valued  at  $7,500.  For  many  years  no  taxes  have  been  paid 
on  this  property.  I  can  see  no  just  reason  for  refusal  to  pay— the  law  only 
exempts  churches  and  such  property  as  Is  necessary  for  their  actual  use.  The 
precise  language  of  the  statute  is,  "  chcrches,  etc.,  and  the  lots  of  ground 
thereto  appurtenant,  and  used  therewith,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  be  used, 
for  that  purpose  only.''  In  this  case  the  lots  in  question  are  rented,  and  a 
considerable  revenue  derived  from  their  occupation. 

It  is  plainly  not  the  intention  of  the  law  that  a  religious  corporation  should 
hold  and  own,  exempt  from  taxation,  large  and  valuable  real  estates,  not 
necessary  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  public  worship,  but  valuable  as  an 
object  of  sale,  or  for  purposes  of  revenue. 

In  the  same  District  thePoydras  Asylum  owns  ten  lots,  assessed  at  $25,000, 
and  the  Catholic  Asylum  six  lots,  assrased  at  $U,000. 

These  lots  are  part  of  the  property  Ikuowh  as  the  Union  Press,  and  are 
rented,  affording  a  large  revenue.  Yet  no  taxes  have  been  paid,  the  usual 
plea  of  *'  exemption ''  in  fkvor  of  charitable  associations  having  been  allowed 
to  operate— while  it  is  entirely  plain  the  property  is,  in  no  sense,  used  Ibr 
the  purpose  for  whioli  &e  property  of  such  establishment  was  made  exempt 

In  the  Third  District,  New  Orleans,  is  a  whole  square— 319x539— with  iron 
building,  valued  at  $150,000,  called  Touro  Alms  House. 

It  was  said  to  have  been  constructed  for  charitable  uses,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Jews.    At  present,  I  am  informed,  the  title  is  in  the  name  of  R.  D.  Shop* 
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herd,  who,  St  is  sidd,  inteodB  to  donate  it,  when  flnisbed,  to  the  dfy  of  New 
OrieuM ;  bat  he  may  die,  or  ehaoge  his  mind.  It  has  not  paid  taxes,  but 
has  been  exempted  on  the  osual  piea. 

Hotel  Dien.  This  property,  to  avoid  taxation,  puts  in  tibe  usual  plea  of 
charity,  bnt  on  inqiiii^,  it  does  not  appear  to  come  within  the  claas  of  insti- 
tutions  which  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  exempt 

Temperance  Hall,  so  called,  is  a  property  situated  on  Rampart  and  Spain 
streets,  Taloed  at  $10,000,  pays  no  taxes.  If,  as  they  claim,  the  law  exempts 
them,  why  not  apply  the  rule  of  exemption  to  erery  place  where  meetings 
are  held,  either  secret  or  public? 

Convent  of  the  UrsuUnes,  four  arpents  wide,  on  the  Levee,  with  a  depth 
of  eighty  arpents,  in  all  320  arpents,  extensive  buildings  and  other  valuable 
improvements,  value  $125,000.  It  is  in  fkct  a  small  plantation  and  Boarding 
School,  and  must  derive  a  considerable  revenue.  Who  are  the  beneftdariert 
The  public  !  Do  they  render  any  gratuitous  services  to  the  public  for  which 
their  property  should  be  held  exempt  from  contributing  its  proportion  to  the 
expenses  of  Government? 

Congregation  of  the  Holy  Cross.  This  sodety  also  has  a  valuable  prop- 
erty fronting  on  the  Levee— 160  arpents — with  vidoable  improvements,  valued 
at  $26,000. 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Camp  and  La&yette  streets,  102x173,  large  four-etory 
brick  builditig,  valued  at  $2(K),000,  exempt  from  taxation  by  special  act, 
with  a  quali0cation,  **  so  long  as  it  shall  be  used  exclusively,"  Ac 

It  is  well  known  that  this  property  has  been  rented  ever  sinoe  the  building 
was  finished,  affording  a  revenue,  which  ft^ci  ought  to  deieat  the  exemption. 

Grand  Lodge,  Masonic,  78x153.  Large  brick  building,  comer  St  Charles 
and  Perdido— rented— value  $120,000. 

Why,  on  any  sound  principle  of  legislation,  should  not  such  properties  as 
above  specified,  contribute  their  proportion  to  the  expenses  of  Government? 

The  foregoing  instances  are  given  from  among  a  great  number  of  similar 
cases,  not  by  way  of  attack  or  censure  of  any  class  or  sodety,  but  as  instances 
of  the  fietdlity  with  which  large  amounts  of  property,  under  our  present 
revenue  laws,  escape  taxation— to  demonstrate  the  tendency  to  accomulata 
iaoh  properties  claiming  exemption,  to  show  how  easily  such  properties,  and 
the  profits  or  uses  of  them,  may  be  directed  to  private  ohjects,  and  that  the 
Legislative  body  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  wisdom  or  folly  of  this  policy 
of  wholesale  exemptions. 

I  estimate  the  amount  of  revenue  which  may  be  derived  by  the  additions 
of  new  objects  of  taxation  above  specified,  and  by  the  operation  of  the  sev- 
eral amendments  above  recommended,  of  the  revenue  laws,  as  follows : 

(It  will  be  understood  that  this  estimate  can  pretend  to  nothing  more  than 
an  approximation  to  the  actual  result) 
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Ttt  on  Incomes  awoMcd  at  $10,000,000 $  .S0»000 

«       Purniture  '*       6,000,000) 

^       Piano8  and  watches'*        1,000,000}- 24.000 

**       Jewelry  and  Plate  **       2,000,000  ) 

**       75,000  bales  Cotton  at  $2  per  bale 150,000 

*^       26,000  hbds.  Sogar  at  $1  50perhhd 37,600 

**       60,000  bbls.  MoUMses  at  75  cents  per  barrel 37,600 

**        10,000  bbls.  Rice  at  60  cents  perbarrel 5,00a 

**       about  11,390,940  acres  of  land  not  heretofore  taxed 30,000 

**       sales   of  merchandise,   inolnding  sales  on  commission, 

say  $200,000,000  at  one-fourth  per  cent 600,000 

^        Gambling  Houses.. 120,000 

**       Property  heietofore  exempt  from  taxation 10,000 

^       Per  ocqma  of  $3  on  75,000  moles  21  years  of  age  or  oyer.  225,000 

Additional  amount  to  be  derived  from  increase  of  Licenses  on 

wholesale  merchants,  cotton  flictors,  Ac 150,000 

Ad^tional  license  or  tax  on  drinking  houses,  Ac 200,000 

Tax  on  property  of  Churches,  As80<nations,  Asylums,  Ac,  hereto- 
fore claiming  exemption,  as  per  schedule  annexed. . . .  10,000 

$1^29,000 

8GHBDCLB 

Of  propefty  of  Asylums,  Societies,  Ac,  proposed  to  be  taxed. 

Masonic  Hall,  (Grand  Lodge,)  corner  St  Charles  and  Perdldo,  value 
$120,000.    Exempt  by  fecial  act,  as  are  all  other  Masonic  Lodges. 

Other  Masonic  Lodges ;  value  $38,000. 
Odd  Fellows'  Hall ;  value  $200,000. 
Foydras  Asylum ;  properties  $424,500. 

Commercial  Water  Works,  Tchoupitoulas  and  Richard  streets ;  buildings, 
engines,  Ac,  value  $175,000.    Claims  exemption  by  special  act 

Other  small  properties  of  a  character  similar  to  the  above ;  value  $100,000. 

New  Orleans,  Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company,  Camp 
street^  large  two-story  brick,  84x170,  value  $50,000 ;  capital  $7,000,900. 

Under  its  charter  the  property  of  this  road  is  exempt  for  ten  years  after  its 
completion  to  the  Mississippi  line.  This  exemption  will  expire  in  1866.  I 
leoommend  that  the  exemption  shall  not  bO  renewed.  This  road  has  received 
large  contributions  and  aid  from  the  city  and  State— (the  city  subscribed  in 
fiionds  $2,000,000,  the  State  $750,000.  They  own  forty-one  squares  of  ground 
eontiguous  to  their  principal  depot,  besides  track,  Ac,  and  office  in  Camp 
street,)  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  It  should  not  pay  its  share  of  taxes. 
It  gives  notiiing  to  the  Slate,  nor  to  the  public  After  1866  it  should  be  made 
to  yield  at  least  a  tax  annually  of  $6,000. 

New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad  0>mpany,  capital  $469,000 :  Real 
Estate  in  city  $68,000. 

By  the  terms  of  the  charter  of  this  Company,  It  is  exempt  fh>m  taxation 
for  State,  but  not  dty  purposes,  nntil  the  year  1908. 
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Consider  whether  this  exemption  can  be  repealed  without  viola^g  veaied 
rights.  If  it  can  legally  be  done,  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  It  is  a  valuable 
property  and  can  well  afford  to  pay  taxes. 

New  Orleans,  Opelousas  and  Great  Western  BaQroad,  capital  $7,000,000. 

Road  completed  to  Berwick's  Bay,  a  distance  of  eighty  miles  from  the 
city,  and  has  been  graded  to  VermiUion,  a  distant  of  rixty-tfaree  miles  from 
Berwick's  Bay.    Work  of  construction  suspended. 

To  aid  this  road  and  other  railroads,  an  act  of  the  Legislature  was  paaed 
to  subscribe,  in  State  bonds,  one-filth  of  its  capital  etodc,  payable  in  Uie  pro- 
portion of  one-fourth  of  the  actual  receipts  firom  other  sources. 

Bonds  have  been  issued  under  this  act  for  the  benefit  of  this  road  to  the 
amount  of  $650,000. 

The  city  ot  New  Orleans  subscribed  $1,500,000.  The  United  States 
donated,  in  alternate  sections  along  tiie  line  of  the  road,  990,720  acres  of 
land.  Private  subscriptions  and  taxes,  levied  in  the  parishes,  amount  to 
$724,000. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  as  to  the  policy  of  taxing  the  property  of 
this  road,  (after  its  completion,)  as  in  the  case  of  the  New  Orleans,  Jackson 
and  Great  Northern  Railroad. 

SCHEDULE 

Of  Real  Estate  and  other  Property  belonging  to  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 
exempt  from  taxation. 
i 

riBST  DISTRICT. 

1.  City  Hill,- corner  St  Charles  and  Lafayette  streets,  91-7  by 

170-6  ;  Lafayette  street,  60  by  125 $     350,000 

2.  Recorder's  Office,  oomer  St.  Charles  and  Lafayette  streets,  50 

by  126  feet 85,000 

3.  Police  Station,  comer  Robinson  and  Chippewa  streets,  64  by 

55  feet 4,000 

4.  St  Mary's  Market,  on  Tchoupitoulas,  between  North  and  South 

Market  streets,  and  extending  to  the  river,  large  brick,  iron 
oolumns,  plastered  and  slated 170,000 

5.  Poydras  Market,  on  Dryades,  between  Baronne  and  Rampart, 

large  brick,  iron  pillars,  plastered  and  slated 380,000 

6.  Dryades  Market,  on  Dryades  street,  between  Thalia  and  Terp- 

sichore streets,  large  brick,  iron  oolumns  and  plastered,  356 

by  128  feet 100,000 

7.  Claiborne  Market,  on  Claiborne,  between  Common  and  Gas^ 

qnet  streets,  plastered^  iron  columns  and  slated 25,000 

8.  Jackson  School  House,  comer  of  Chippewa  and  Richard  sts., 

large  two-story  frame,  with  galleries  on  both  sides,  84  by 

125   feet ; 11,000 
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9.  Wasbiogton  School,  corner  of  Magazine  and  Terpeichore  ats., 

large  Iwo-story  frame,  galleries  all  around,  160  by  128  feet        16,000 

10.  Webster  School,  on  Dryadea,  between  Thalia  and  Erato  Bis., 

large  two-Ftory  frame,  with  galleries,  80  by  IJMdet 14,000 

11.  Jefferson  School,  corner  of  Dryades  and  Erato  streets,  large 

two-story  frame,  with  galleries,  80  by  128  feet 12,000 

12.  Paulding  School,  corner  9t  Constance  and  Clio  streets,  large 

two  story  brick  and  frame,  78  by  128  feet 12,000 

13.  Franklin  School,  on  St  Charles  street,  between  Girod  and 

Julia  streets,  large  two-story  brick,  giedleries  above  on  front 

and  rear,  100  by  100  feet 30,000 

14.  Marshall  School,  in  rear  of  Franklin,  and  fronting  on  St. 

Mary's  street,  large  two-story  brick,  gallery  above,  100  by 

52  feet 15,000 

15.  Fl%k  School,  corner  Franklin  and  Perdido  sts.,  large  two-story 

frame,  gallery  above  and  below  all  around,  120  by  120  feet        15,000 

16.  Madison  School,  comer  of  Palmyra  and  Prienr  streets,  large 

two-story  frame,  portico  on  fluted  oolnmns,  and  galleries 

on  the  sides,  162  by  109  feet 18,000 

17.  House  of  Irad  Ferry  Fire  Company  No.  1,  on  Tchonpitoulas 

street,  between  Orange  and  Race  streets,  two-story  brick, 

26-6  by  128  feet 6,000 

18.  House  of  Volunteer  Fire  Company  No.  1,  on  Hunter  street, 

between  Tchonpitoulas  and  Peter  streets,  two-story  brick, 

26  by  96  feet 7,000 

19.  House  of  Washington  Fire  Compviy  No.  20,  on  Thalia,  be- 

tween Baronne  and  Diyades  streets,  two-story  brick,  32  by 

128  feet 7,000 

20.  ^ouse  of  Jackson  Fire  Company  No.  18,  on  Calliope,  between 

St  Charles  and  Carondelet  streets,  two-story  brick,  23  by 

127  feet , 7,000 

21.  House  of  Mississippi  Fire  Company  No.  2,  on  Tchonpitoulas 

street,  between  Natchez  and  Povdras  streets,  two-story 

brick,  17  by  79 '. .* 7,000 

22.  House  of  Perseverance  Fire  Company  No.  13,  on  Perdido,  be- 

tween St  Charles  and  Carondelet  streets,  two-story  brick, 

24  by  102  feet 7,000 

23.  House  of  Louisiana  Hose  Company,  comer  of  Carondelet  and 

Perdido  streets,  two-story,  25  fbet  7  inches  by  110  feet. . . .         12,000 

.  24.  House  of  American  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  2,  on 
Girod,  \>etween  St  Charles  and  Carondelet  streets,  brick, 
31  by  98  feet 7,000 

25.  House  of  Columbia  Fire  Company  No.  5.  on  Girod,  between 
St  Charles  and  Carondelet  streets,  brick,  adjoining  Ameri- 
can Hook  No.  2,  31  by  98  feet 6,000 
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26.  HooM  of  Philadelphia  Fire  Company  No.  14,  on  Common, 

between  Howard  and  Liberty  streets,  brick,  two-story  and 
plastered,  26^  120  feet 8,000 

27.  House  of  MechaRs*  Fire  Company  No.  6,  comer  of  St  Jo- 

seph and  Commerce  streets,  brick,  two-story  and  plastered, 

24  by  190  feet 7,000 

28.  Washington  Artillery 's  Arsenal,  on  Giro^,  between  St  Charles 

and  Carondelet,  large  two-story  brick,  plastered,  roof  bamt 

in  1863  and  not  repaired,  22  by  110  feet 8,000 

29.  Draining  Machine,  at  intersection  of  Melpomene  and  Claiborne 

streets,  inclading  building,  machinery,  &c. '. S0,000 

30.  Annunciation  Square,  bounded  by  Annunciation,  Chippewa, 

Race  and  Orange  streets,  487-6  by  319,  granite  foundation 

and  heavy  iron  rails 126,000 

81.  Coliseum  Square,  bounded  by  Coliseum,  Camp,  Terpsichore 

and  Race  streets,  920  by  270,  the  other  sides  irregular,  iron 

rails 80,000 

82.  Tivoli  Circle,  at  the  intersection  of  St  Charles  and  Dek>rd 

streets,  262-6  in  diameter,   granite  basement  and  heavy 

iron  rails 50,000 

83.  Lafayette  Square,  bounded  by  Camp  and  St.  Charles,  North 

and  South  streets,  S67-9  by  342-9,  granite  basement  and 

iron  rails 250,000 

84.  Vacant  lot  of  ground,  comer  of  Dryadee  and  Hevia  streets, 

64  by  169  feet 3,000 

85.  Nine  vacant  lots,  on  north  side  of  Erato,  between  Baronne 

and  Dryades  streets,  used  by  the  Street  Commissioner  and 

bought  for  a  normal  school,  107  by  159-9  feet 15,000 

86.  Girls'  House  of  Refuge,  comer  of  Annunciation  and  Calliope 

streets,  large  two  story  brick,  with  gallery  above  and  be- 
low, 100  by  100  f<«et  15,000 

87.  Boys'  House  of  Refuge,  in  the  square  bounded  by  Liberty, 

Magnolia,  Cypress  and  Perdido  streets,  one-story  frame  and 

two  story  frame,  80  by  246  feet 20,000 

88.  City  Workhouse,  a^oining  the  Boys'  Refuge,  two-story  brick, 

wood  buildings  for  prisoners,  work-shops,  cisterns,  walls, 

Ac,  160  by  245  feet 45,000 

39.  Iron  Building,  at  foot  of  Canal  street,  intended  for  water 

works,  with  iron  pipes 80.000 

Nine  vacant  squares  forming  the  batture  in  fh>nt  of  the 
city,  and  bounded  as  follows  : 

40.  Square  G,  Front,  Delta,  Canal  and  Gravier  streets,  217  by 

137-8,  containing  9  lots. 54,000 

41.  Square  H,  Front,  Delta,  Gravier  and  Poydras  streets,  302  by 

137-8,  containing  12  lote  124  by  10 60,000 
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42.  Sqaure  I,  Front,  Delta,  Poydras  and  La&yette  Btreets,  370  by 

126,  containing  16  lota 64,000 

43.  Sqaare  P,  Front,  Delta,  Lafiijette  and  Girod  Btreets,  354-6  by 

125,  containing  15  lots 45,000 

44.  Square  K,  Delta,  Front,  Girod  and  Notre  Dame  streets,  240-5 

by  125,  and  containing  10  lots 25,000 

45.  Sqaare  L,  Delta,  Front,  Notre  Dame  and  Julia  streets,  222-4 

by  125,  9  lots 18,000 

46.  Sqaare  M,  Delta.  Front,  Julia  and  St  Joseph  streets,  535-8  by 

125,  containing  23  lots 46,000 

47.  Square  N,  Delta.  Water,  St  Joseph  and  Julia  streets,  536-10 

by  125,  containing  23  lots 46,000 

48.  Square  O,  Delta,  Water,  Julia  and  Notre  Dame  streets,  222-4 

by  125,  containing  9  lota 18,000 

$2,376,000 

SECOND  DIBTBICT. 

1.  The  Parish  Prison,  being  half  of  square,  bounded  by  Orleans, 

St  Ann,  Liberty  and  Marais  streets,  128  by  138  feet,  with 

large  three-story  brick  building,  plastered.         Value. ...  $     125,000 

2.  The  Police  Jail,  being  the  half  of  same  square,  128  by  140  feet, 

with  large  tbree-story  brick  building,  plastered,  value.  ^ . .       125,000 

8b  The  Court  House,  situated  at,  and  forming  the  comer  of  North 
Orleans  and  St  Ann  streets,  fronting  on  Ghartres  street, 
117  by  110,  with  large  two-story  brick  building,  plastered. 

Value....         55,000 

4.  The  Recorder's  Office  and  Lockup,  situated  at,  and  forming 

the  comer  of,  South  Orleans  and  St  Peter  streets,  fronting 
on  Ghartres  street,  107  by  134,  with  large  three-story  brick 
building,  plastered,  together  with  State  Arsenal  in  rear, 
fronting  on  St  Peter  street  Value. . . .         65,000 

5.  The  Meat  Market,  situated  on  the  Levee,  between  St  Ann 

and  Dumaine  streets,  with  large  heavy  bnck  building, 
plastered,  iron  columns,  slate  roof.  Value 350,000 

6.  The  Vegetable  Market,  comprising  the  square  bounded  by 

St  Philip,  Ursulines,  Peter  and  Decatur  streets,  large, 
heavy  brick  building,  plastered,  iron  columns  and  slate 
roof.  Value 400,000 

7.  The  Fruit  Market,  comprising  the  square  between  St  Philip, 

Decatur  and  Peter  streets,  iron  buildings.  Value 65,000 

8.  The  Tr^m^  Market,  on  Orleans  street,  between  Marais,  Villere 

and  Robertson  streets,  large  building  with  Iron  columns 

and  slate  roof.  Value 200,000 

9.  The  St  Philip  School  House,  fronting  on  St  Philip,  between 

Royal  and  Bourbon  streets,  64  by  192,  with  large  three- 
story  brick  building,  plastered,  galleiy  above,  iron  col- 
umns, elate  roof.  Value. . . .         30,000 
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10.  The  Barrack  Street  School  House,  fronting  on  Barrack,  be- 

tireen  Dauphiae  and  Bnrgnndy,  64  by  128,  with  large 
three-story  brick  building,  plastered,  with  gallery  aboTe, 
iron  columns  and  slate  roof.  Value. . . .        25,000 

11.  The  Bienville  Street  School  House,  comer  of  Bienyille  and 

Robertson  streets,  79  by  96,  large  two-story  ftame  and 

slate  roof.  Value 13,000 

12.  The  Orleans  School  House,  fh)nting  on  St  Ann  street,  be- 

tween Marais  and  Vlllere  streets,  64  by  141,  with  large  one 
story  frame,  plastered  inside,  slate  roof,  five  large  rooms. 

Value. . . .        12,000 

13.  The  Clidbome  Street  School  House,  fronting  on  Claiborne 

street,  from  St.  Peter  to  Carondelet  Walk,  66  by  181,  large 
three-story  frame,  1 65  feet  deep,  slate  roof.         Value 12,000 

14.  The  Bayou  Street  School  House,  on  Triangle,  between  Espla- 

nade street,  Washington  Avenue  and  Broad  street,  old, 
one-story  fVame  building.  Value. . . .         4,000 

15.  House  of  Vigilant  Fire  Oompany  No.  3,  fronting  at  the  junc- 

tion of  Bayou  Road  and  Esplanade  streets,  between  Gal- 
vez and  Miro  streets,  twostory  brick,  plastered, slate  rooH 

Value....        10,000 

16.  House  of  Pelican  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  4,  Basin, 

between  Bienville  and  Conti  streets,  21  by  128  feet,  two- 
story  brick,  plastered.  Value 8,000 

17.  House  of  Eagle  Fire  Company  No.  7,  Dauphine  street,  between 

Customhouse  and  Bienville  streets,  32  by  128  feet,  large 
two-story  brick,  plastered,  and  outhouses.  Value 10,000 

18.  House  of  Louisiana  Fire  Company  No.  10,  Dnmaine,  between 

Rampart  and  St  Charles  streets,  30  by  100,  two-story  brick 
building,  plastered,  and  outhouses.  Value. . . .  8,000 

19.  House  of  Orleans  Fire  Company  No.  21,  Clidbome,  between 

St  Peter  and  Orleans  streets,  38  by  110,  two-story  brick 
building,  plastered,  and  outhouses.  Value 10,000 

20.  Draining  Machine,  1st  Section,  Orleans  street,  Hagan  avenue, 

with  buildings,  engines  and  machinery.  Value. .   .        30,000 

21.  Draining  Machine,  2d  Section,  Hagan  avenue  and  Bienville 

street  buildings,  engines  and  machinery.  Value 25,000 

22.  The  City  Pound,  Second  and  Third  streets,  comer  of  Orleans 

and  Claiborne  streets,  81  by  110,  with  (htme  buildings. 

Value...         6,000 

23.  Jackson  Square,  bounded  by  St  Ann,  St  Peter,  Chartres  and 

Decatur  streets,  332  by  347,  with  heavy  iron  rail,  granite 

base.  Value. . . .       180,000 

24.  Place  d'Armes,  bounded  by  St  Ann,  St  Peter,  Rampart  and 

St  Claude  streets,  320  by  347,  with  iron  raihi,  bnck  base 

and  granite  slab.  Value 110,000 
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25.  St  Anthony '8  Square,  in  rear  of  St.  Louis  Cathedral,  fronting 

on  Royal  street,  between  North  and  South  Orleans  streets, 
iron  rails  and  plastered,  98-9  by  130  feet,  granite  base. 

Value 8,000 

26.  Public  Square,  four  squares,  bounded  by  Duple,  Salcedo,  St. 

Ann  and  St  Peter  streets.  Value 10,000 

27.  The  Citv  Park,  containing  an  area  of  about  161  acres,  bounded 

by  itrsuline,  St  Louis,  Metairie  Road  and  Monroe  arenue. 

Value....         75,000 

28.  Seven  Lots  of  Ground,  (McDonough  School  Fund,)  in  square 

bounded  by  St  Philip,  Dumalne,  Broad  and  White  streets, 

202  by  100,  vacant  Value 1,500 

29.  Two  Lots  of  Ground,  irregular,  in  square  boupded  by  Bayou 

Road.  Barracic,  Robertson  and  Esplanade  streets,  85  by  53, 

vacant  Value COO 

SO.  One  Triangle  Lot,  comer  Bayou  Road  and  Roman  streets,  51 

by  6 1,  vacant.  Value 300 

31.  Triangle  Lot,  on  Levee  between  St.  Lools  and  Conti  streets, 

vacant  Value....  6,000 

32.  Batture  Property,  Square  R,  between  Toulouse  and  Levee  sts., 

Peter  and  Levee,  12  lots,  each  25  by  100  feet     Value. , . .         36,000 

33.  Square  B,  between  St  Louis  and  Conti,  Peter  and  Levee  sts., 

13  lots,  each  25  by  120  feet  Value. . . .         45,500 

84.  Sqnnre  C,  between  Conti  and  Bienville,  Clay  and  Levee  sts., 

1 2  lots,  25  by  120  feet  Value ....         48,000 

35.  Square  D,  between  Bienville  and  Customhonse,  Clay  and  Le- 

vee sts.,  12  lots,  25  by  120  feet  Value. . . .         54,000 

36.  Square  E,  between  Customhouse  and  Crossman,  New  Levee 

and  Levee  sts.,  six  lots,  each  23-3  by  120  feet    Value 80,000 

37.  Square  F,  between  Crossman  and  Canal  sts.  and  New  Levee, 

six  lots,  each  23-3  by  120  feet  Value 3,000 

$2.221,900 

THIRD  DI8TSICT. 

1.  The  Recorder's  Office  and  Police  Station,  on  Elysian  Fields, 

adjoining  comer  of  Dauphine  street,  36  by  131,  large  three- 
story  brick  front,  and  two-story  brick  rear,  plastered  and 
slate  root  Value 13,000 

2.  The  Port  Market,  on  Levee,  corner  of  Elysian  Fields,  large 

iron  pillars  and  slate  roo£  Value 20,000 

3.  The  Washington  Market,  corner  Louisa  and  Moreau  streets,  63 

by  127  feet,  small  iron  pillars  and  sUte  roof.      Value 10,000 
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4.  The  St.  Bernard  Market,  comer  Claiborne  and  St  Bernard 

streets,  triangle,  191  by  176,  small  iron  pillars;  slate  roof, 

with  lots  a^oining.  Value. . . .        15,000 

5.  The  Bayoa  School  House,  comer  Bayou  and  Dorgenois  sts., 

46  by  160,  large  one  story  fhune.  Value 8,000 

6.  The  Fillmore  School  House,  on  Bagatelle,  between  Good- 

children  and  Marais  streets,  64  by  135,  laige  two-atory 
frame  building,  brick  basement,  10  leet,  two  galleries  above. 

Value....        20,000 

7.  Washington  Girls'  School  House,  on  Moreau,  between  Louisa 

and  Piety  streets,  84  by  160,  large  two-story  frame,  gallery 
above  and  below,  flront  and  side,  brick  basement,  seven  feet 
elevaUon.  Value....         20,000 

8.  Washington  Boys'  School  House,  adjoining  the  above,  72  by 

160,  old  two-story  brick  and  &ame.  Value 4,000 

9.  The  DeSoto  School  House,  on  Handeville,  between  Love  and 

Groodchildren  streets,  large  frame,  two-story,  gallery  above 
and  below,  front  and  sides,  brick  basement,  six  feet  clear 
and  outhouses,  62  by  300  feet  Value 20,000 

10.  The  Macarty  School  House,  between  Pauline,  Jeannie.  Moreau 

and  Casacalvo  streets,  118  by  235  feet,  on  Pauline  and 
Jeannie  sts.,  and  26  by  100  feet,  on  Moreau,  large  old  bhck 
frame  house,  two-stories,  gallery  all  around,  plastered, 
shiDgle  roof  Value 12,000 

11.  The  Milneburg  School  House,  on  Columbia,  between  French- 

man and  Union  streets,  117  by  128,  frame  building. 

Value....  1,000 

12.  House  of  Hope  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  3,  comer  of 

Marigny  and  Peter  streets,  21  by  60,  large  two-story  brick, 
plastered.  Value ....  9,000 

15.  Houee  of  Phoenix  Fire  Company  No.  8,  on  Victory,  between 

Mandeville  and  Marigny  streets,  44  by  75  feet,  large  two- 
story  brick,  plastered.  Value. . . .  9,000 

14.  House  of  Creole  Fire  Company  No.  9,  on  Esplanade,  between 
Victory  and  Frenchman  streets,  triangle  lot,  69  by  66,  large 
two-story  brick,  plastered.  Value 8,W0 

16.  House  of  Crescent  Fire  Company  No.  24,  Danphine  street, 

between  St  Ferdinand  and  Port  streets,  29  by  100  fieet, 
two-story  brick,  plastered.  Value 6,000 

16.  Draining  Machine,  on  London  Avenue,  buildings,  engine  and 

Machinery.  Value..*..         50,000 

17.  Old  Third  District  Pound,  on  Goodchildren  street,  between 

Louisa  and  Clouet  streets,  100  by  118  two  old  frame  houses, 
one-story  each.  Value 2,000 
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18.  A  piece  of  groond,  bounded  by  Mexfco  and  Dublin  streets, 

and  East  and  ^reet  Elysian  Fields,  lefl  bj  A.  Milne  for  the 

erection  of  a  market  Value  . . .  600 

19.  Washington  Sqnare,  bounded  hj  Royal,  Daupblnt,  Elysian 

Fields  and  Frenchman  streets,  309>4  by  S09>9  feet,  plain 

iron  rails  and  granite  basement  Value 80,000 

20.  Macarthy  Square,  bounded  by  Pauline,  Jeannie,  North  and 

South  Rampart  streets,  476-6  by  236.  Value. . . .         10,000 

21.  Claiborne  Circle,  at  the  intersection  of  Claiborne  and  St  Ber- 

nard streets,  200  feet  diameter,  iron  rails.  Valu^ 6,000 

22.  Independence  Place,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Washington 

avenue,  Solidelle  and  Josephine  streets.  Value. . . .  4,000 

23.  Desaix  Place,  bounded  by  Hamburg,  Madison,  Abundance 

and  Treason  streets.  Value. . . .  2,500 

24.  Sun  Place,  bounded  by  Broad,  London  and  Marigny  avenue, 

Value....  2,000 

25.  Commerce  Place,  bounded  by  Elysian  Fields,  Marigny,  North 

and  South  Florida  Walk.  Value 2,000 

26.  Constitution  Place,  bounded  by  Hunter  and  Painter  streets, 

North  and  South  Florida  Walk.  Value. . . .  IfiOO 

27.  Jeflfierson  Square,  bounded  by  Desire,  Elmlra,  North  and  South 

Josephine  streets.  Value 1,000 

28.  Union  Place,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Washington  avenue, 

Humanity  and  Ne  Plus  Ultra  streets.  Value 2,000 

29.  Force  Square,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Peoples  avenue. 

Humanity  and  Ne  Plus  Ultra  streets.  Value 2,000 

30.  Hopkins  Square,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Franklin  avenue, 

Gentilly  avenue  and  St  Gerard  street  Value 1,500 

31.  Isis  Square,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Paris  avenue,  Rion  and 

Mitbra  street  Value....  1,000 

32.  Osiris  Square,  bounded  by  East  and*West  St  Anthony's 

avenue,  Rion  and  Mithra  streets.  Value 1,000 

33.  St  James  Square,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Washington 

avenue,  Rion  and  Mithra  streets.  Value 500 

34.  Miltenberger  Square,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Peoples 

avenue,  Rion  and  Mithra  streets.  Value. ...  500 

35.  Carou  Square,  bonnded  by  East  and  West  €ralnes  avenue, 

Rion  and  Mithra  streets.  Value 500 

36.  Foreigners'  Square,  bounded  by  North  and  South  Edinburgh 

avenue,  and  East  and  West  Paris  avenue.  Value 500 

37.  Rome  Square,  bounded   by  North   and    South  Edinburgh 

avenue,  and  East  and  West  St  Anthony's  avenue. 

Value 500 
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88.  NfttioDftl  Square,  b<randed  by  East  and  West  WasbingtoD 

aveDQet  and  Nortb  and  South  Edinburgh  aTenae.  Value 500 

89.  Amsterdam  Square,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Peoples  aye- 

nue,  and  North  and  South  Edinburgh  ayenue.     Value 500 

40.  Graines  Square,  bounded  by  East  and  West  Gaines  ayenue, 

and  North  aud  South  Edinburgh  ayenue.  Value  ...  500 

41.  Three  lots  on  Leyee,  to  comer  of  Mandeyille,  each  25  feet  3 

inches  by  63  feet  4  inches.  Value ....  6,000 

42.  A  Piece  of  Ground  in  square  bounded  by  Chartres,  RoyU. 

Pauline  and  Jeannle  streets,  116  by  232  feet,  yacant 

Value....  1,000 

43.  One-half  Square,  bounded  by  Pauline,  Solidelle,  Independ- 

ence and  Josephine  streets,  341  by  128  feet,  yacant 

Value..   .  250 

44.  Four  Lots  in  square  bounded  by  Mandeyille  and  Spain,  Ram- 

5 art  and  Goodchildren  streets,  on  Spain,  5*i  by  150,  on 
[andeyille  50  by  160  feet  Value ....  1,500 


$354,950 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

1.  Recorder's  Office,  square  45,  Boussean,  between  Jackson  and 

Phillip  streets,  large  two^tory  bricl£  lock-up,  formerly 

Court-house  and  Jail,  Parish  of  Jeflferson^  64  by  128  feet 

#  Value....  $         8,000 

2,  Boraparu  Market,  Soroparu,  between  Leyee  and  Rousseau 

streets,  large  house,  iron  pillars,  plastered  and  slated. 

"  Value. . . .         30,000 

8.  Magazine  Market,  bounded  by  Magazine,  St  Mary  and  Camp 

streets,  large  new  market  Value 130,000 

4.  Ninth  Street  Market,  bounded  by  Magazine,  Camp,  Constance 

and  Ninth  streets,  small,  32-by  150  feet  Value 15,000 

5.  Magnolia  School,  on  Apollo,  between  Jackson  and  Phillip 

streets,  80  by  141  on  Jackson,  and  127-8  by  132-9  on  Phillip, 
large  two-story  brick,  gallery  aboye  and  below. 

Value. . . .         15,000 

6.  Branch  of  Llye  Oak  School,  on  Constance,  between  Ninth  and 

Harmony  streets,  old  frame,  68  by  100  f^t        Value. . . .  5,000 

7.  Liye  Oak  School  House,  comer  of  Constance  and  Ninth  streets, 

large  three-story  brick,  galleries  and  slated,  and  outbuild- 
ings, 128  by  126  feet  Value 10,000 

8.  McDonough  School  House,  Laurel,  between  Phillip  and  First 

streets,  large  double  two-story  brick,  and  plastered,  77  by 

160  feet  Value. . . .         15,000 

9.  Laurel  School,  comer  of  Laurel  and  Phillip  streets,  large  two- 

story  frame,  galleries  aboye  and  below,  with  outbuildings 

for  classes,  128  by  120  feet  Value. . . .         15,000 
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10.  Girls'  High  School,  Chestnnt,  between  Jacksoa  and  Phillip 

streets,  large  one-story  frame,  10  feet  elevation,  extensive 
galleries,  69-6  by  128  feet.  Value  . . .         13,000 

11.  Cbalraette  Fire  Company  No.  23,  on  Washington,  between 

Camp  and  Magazine  streets,  brick,  52  by  103  feet  Value 7,000 

12.  Jefferson  Fire  Company  No.  22,  on  Levee,  between  Phillip 

and  Sorapam  streets,  brick,  plastered,  24  by  116  feet. 

Value....  7,000 

13.  Lafayette  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1,  on  Jackson,  be- 

tween Rousseau  and  St  Thomas  Streets,  brick,  plastered, 

32  by  128  feet  Value. . . .  8,000 

14.  En^ne  House  No.  11,  on  St  Mary's,  between  Religious  and 

Rousseau   streets,  used   occasionally  for  a  school-house, 

brick,  plastered,  27-6  by  128  feet  Value. . . .  7,000 

15.  Clay  Square,  between  Chippewa,  Annunciation,  Second  and 

Third  streets,  granite  base  and  heavy  iron  rails,  252  by 

357  feet  Value....         50,000 

16.  Fillmore  Square,  between  Third,  Washington,  Howard  and 

Freret  streets,  wooden  fence,  ground  finely  improved,  352 

by  554  feet  Value ....         20,000 

17.  Taylor  Square,  between  Third,  Washington,  Derbignv  and  Ro- 

man streets,  no  improvements,  276  by  554  feet    Value 2,000 

18.  Vacant  Lot  in  square  bounded  by  Dryadee,  Laurent,  Jackson 

and  Josephine,  on  Josephine,  second  lot  from  Dryadee 

street,  being  abandoned  by  the  city  when  Dryades 
street  was  opened  and  widened,  32  by  103  feet 

Value 500 

19.  Laftyette  Cemetery,  between  Washington,  Sixth,  Coliseum 

and  Prytania  streets,  300  by  450  feet  Value 3,500 

20.  New  Cemetery,  bounded  by  Washington,  Sixth,  St  Patrick 

and  St  David  streeto,  450  by  300  feet  Value 10,000 

21.  Washington,  between  Prytania  and  CoUiseum.        Value 3/MH) 

$406,000 
aty  Wharves— Value  of  the  City  Wharves $2,500,000 

The  Powder  Magazine,  on  right  bank,  about  six  miles  below  the 

city 5,000 

A  Tract  of  Ground,  in  the  parish  of  St  Bernard,  one  and  a  hatf 
arpents  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  known  as  the  Cbalmette 
fortifications 10,000 

Value  of  Ground,  paying  ten  per  cent  interest  as  ground  rent. .        112,000 

Value  of  Engines,  Hose,  Apparatus,  and  in  hands  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment to  be  accounted  for  by  them 28,000 

Powder  Mill,  in  rear  of  United  SUtes  Barracks,  built  on  United 
States  land » 
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BECAPITUULTION  : 

First  Dwlrict. $2,376,000 

Second  Difltrict ,   2^21.900 

Third  District 354,950 

Fourth  District 406,000 

Sundry  Properties 2,655,000^ 

$8,013,850 

STOCKS. 

Commercial  Bank  Water  Works 500,000 

Jackson  Railroad 2,000,000 

Opelousas  Railroad '. 1,500.000 

Total  Stocks $4,000.000 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

McDonoush  School  Fund,  amount  invested  in  Confederate  Citj 

Defence  Bonds $334,800 

Cash  on  other  assels 362,200 

PINTt  FUND. 

Amount  invested  in  Confederate  City  Defence  Bonds  and  Confed-  • 

erate  States  Bonds 60,500 

Cash  and  other  assets 99,432 

OIROD  FUND. 

Under  Special  care  of  the  Mayor,  invested  in  City  Bonds 73^25 

SICKLES  FUND. 

Left  for  the  establishment  of  a  Free  Dispensary 20,000 


$949^58 


LIST  OF  PROFBBTT  IN  THE  FIBST  DISTRICT  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION  : 

Peters,  Front,  Terpsichore  and  Henderson  streets— Orphan  Asy- 
lum, four  lots 6,000 

Peters,  Front,  Terpsichore  and  Robin  streets— 

Polioe  Jury,  fourteen  lots, 35,000 

Orphan  Asylum,  seven  lots. . .  17,500 

Firemen's  Char.  Ass.,  two  lots,  5,000 

Christ  Church,  three  lots 7,500 

Charity  Hospital,  seven  lots . . .  17,500 

Shipper^s  Press 

Peters,  Tchoupitoulas,  Terpsichore  and  Henderson  streets — 

Charity  Hospital,  thirteen  lots,  32,500 

Poydras  Asylum,  ten  lots 25,000 

Catholic  Asylum,  six  lots 15,000 

Police  Jury,  two  lots 5,000 

Union  Press 
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Race,  Magazine,  Orange  and  Camp  streets,  Annnndation  Chorcb, 

96  by  120  feet,  vacant 6,000 

Female  Orphan  Asrlnm,  Catholic,  Magazine  and  Race  streets,  180 

by  170  feet,  large  cottage  with  basement 20,000 

Danghters  of  Charity,  St  Vincent  De  Paul,  Catholic,  Magazine 

street,  30  by  1 10  feet 3,600 

Sonthem  Baptist  Association,  comer  Camp   and   Terpsichore 

streets,  91  by  128  feet,  large  brick,  capacity  1200 60.000 

New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad  Company  Felicity,  64  by 
130  feet ;  Polymina,  64  by  130  feet ;  St.  CJharles,  37  by  94 
feet,  large  briclc,  3  tables 80,000 

German  Lutheran  Church,  Dryades,  near  Felicity,  64  by  128  feet, 

•large  brick,  capacity  800 80,000 

German  Protestant  Church,  Euterpe,  near  Baronne  street,  64  by 

100  feet,  frame,  capacity  600 6,000 

St  Luke's  Church,  Episcopal  (burnt),  Rampart,  96  by  97  feet : 

Basin,  32  by  97  feet 5,000 

Presbyterian  Church,  Franklin  and  Thalia,  60  by  98  feet,  flrame, 

capacity  600 6,000 

Colored  Church,  Methodist,  Melpomene,  near  Locust,  32  by  112 

feet,  frame,  capacity  600 4,000 

Society  St  Vincent  de  Paul,  Thalia,  vacant,  60  by  110  feet ,  An- 
nunciation, 119  by  192  feet,  large  two-story  brick 26,000 

New  Orleans  Seaman's  Friend  Society,  Peters  and  Erato,  46  by 

110  feet,  improvements  valueless l/>dO 

Sailor's  Home,  Peters  and  Erato  126  by  138  feet,  large  four-story 

brick,  plastered 23,000 

Touro  Infirmary,  Peten  and  Calliope,  192  by  192,  large  two-story 

brick 28,000 

Archbishop  Odin,  Catholic,  Constance  and  Poyfiurre,  44  by  164 

feet,  large  four-story  brick,  school,  etc 21,600 

Archbishop  Odin,  Constance,  near  Poyfiurre,  66  by  121  feet,  large 

two-story,  brick,  school,  etc 10,000 

St  Paul's  Church,  Episcopal,  Camp  and  Gaiennle,  64  by  120, 

large  brick,  capacity  1200 '     80,000 

New  Orleans  Female  Orphan  Asylum,  (Catholic,)  Prytania,  large 

three-story  brick 60,000 

St  Theresa  Church,  large,  brick,  capacity  800 60,000 

Presbyterian  Church,  Prytania  and  Calliope,  38  by  126,  large, 

frame,  capacity  600 10,000 

German  Church,  Protestant,  Clio,  near  St  Charles,  68  by  120, 

frame,  capacity  600 10,000 
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New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad  Companj,  Calliope,  nearSt 

Charles,  125  by  160 8,000 

Depot  on  St  Charles,  266  by  310  Carondelet  street 70,000 

Poydras  Asylum,  Protestant,  St  Charles  and  Julia,  223  by  160.         36.000 

Julia  and  Carondelet,  160  by  160 16,000 

ImproTements  on  the  above 125.000 

Hebrew  Congregation,  (same  square),  Carondelet,  150  by  160, 

large,  brick,  capacity  800 80,000 

Ground  belonging  to  Poydras  Asylum 20,000 

St  John  de  Baptist,  Catholic  Dryades  and  Clio,  14G  by  127,  large, 

brick,  capacity  700,  and  brick  school  houses  attached. . . .         60,000 

Nuns  of  St  Dominic,  Catholic,  large,  brick,  partly  used  for 

schools,  Dryadesand  Calliope,  112  by  127 40,000 

Archbishop  Blanc,  Rampart  and  Clio,  28  by  127,  small  frame . . .  2,000 

Poydras  Asylum,  Protestant,  Poydras  and  Peter,  43  by  167,  large 

ihree-story,  brick,  and  plastered 30,000 

Conunerce  and  Poydras,  large  two  story  brick,  42  by  126  feet. . .         30,000 

Poydras  and  Commerce,  foar  large  three-story  brick,  33  by  88  fyei        46,000 

Foncher  and  Poydras,  fi?e  large  fonr  story  brick,  239  by  83  feet.         60,000 

Orphan  Asylum,  Protestant,  Poydras  near  Magazine,  three-story 

brick,  20  by  63  feet 9,000 

St  Patrick's  Church,  Catholic,  Camp,  near  Julia,  large  brick,  ca- 
pacity 1,500, 121  by  17  0  feet 200,000 

A«Ai.Kt.K^.«   i5i«««    J  Camp,  near  Julia,  51  by  170  feet 6,600 

Archbishop  Blanc,  j  MagiSiDe,  near  Girod,  51  by  170  feet 15,000 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Camp  and  Lalayette,  large  fonr«tory  brick, 

plastered,  102  by  173  feet 200,000 

N.  0.,  Jackson  and  G.  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  Camp,  near  Lafoyette,  large 

two-story  brick,  84  by  170  feet 60,000 

Methodist  Depository,  Camp,  near  Poydras,  large  four^tory  brick, 

21  by  128  feet 13,000 

Presbyterian  Publishing  House,  Camp,  near  Natchez,  large  brick, 

four-story,  30  by  170  feet 20,000 

Louisiana  State  Bank,  Branch.  Camp,  near  Common,  large  brick, 

35  by  1 1 9  fee  t 40,000 

First  Presbyterian  Church,  South  and  St  Mary  streets,  large  brick, 

capacity  1,500,  100  by  149  feet 120,000 

Southern  Bible  Society,  Ptesbyterian,  Camp,  near  Girod,  lai^ 

three^tory  brick,  27  by  153  feet 15,000 

Unitarian  Church,  St  Charles,  near  Julia,  large  octagon,  brick, 

capacity  1,000,78  by  163  feet 72,000 

Bank  of  Louisiana,  Carondelet.  near  LafiEiyette,  large  three-story 

brick  residence,  26  by  150  feet 10,000 
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Graod  Lodge,  Masonic,  St  Charles  and  Perdido,  large  brick,  plas- 
tered, 78  by  153  feek 120,000* 

N.  0.  and  Carrollton  R.  R.  Go ,  Baronne,  near  Canal,  three-story 

brick,  depot,  21  by  133  feet 13,000 

Jesuits*  Church,  Catholic,  Baronne  and  Common,  large  brick,  ca- 
pacity 1,200 80,000 

Large  brick  school  house,  70  by  125  feet 40,000 

Orphan  Asylum,  Boys^  Carondelet,  near  Perdido,  large  three- 
story  brick,  26  by  100  feet 15,000 

N.  O.  and  Carrollton  R.  R.  Co.,  Poydras  and  Baronne,  Ay  90  ft  5,000 

Perdido  and  Baronne,  60  by  220  feet 30,000 

Mayhee  Church.  Methodist,  Carondelet,  near  Girod,  large  brick, 

capacity  1,000,  54  by  176  feet 60,000 

N.  O.  and  Carrollton  R.  R.  Co.,  Baronne.  near  Perdido,  small  one- 

stoiy  brick,  three  tenements,  84  by  75  feet 10,000 

Mechanics'  Institute,  Dryades,  near  Common,  large  brick,  87  by 

148  feet 60,000 

University  of  Louisiana,  Common  and  Baronne.  large  three-story 

bnck,  311  by  209  feet « 150,000 

Fourth  Presbyterian  Church,  Liberty  and  Gasquet,  large  brick, 

capacity  1,000,  71  by  100  feet 40,000 

Baptist  Church,  Colored,  Howard  and  Cypress  streets,  46  by  125.  2,000 

St  Joseph  Church.  Catholic,  Common,  near  Marais  street,  96  by 

120  feet,  large  brick,  capacity  1,000 60,000 

Congregation  of  the  Missions,  Catholic,  Marais  and  Common  sts., 

126  by  128  feet,  large  two-story  brick,  school,  Ac 25,000 

Charity  Hospital,  Common  and  Liberty  streets,  437  by  402  feet, 

large  brick,  whole  equare 250,000 

New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine,  Common  and  Villere  streets,  91 

by  100  feet,  large  two-story  brick 45,000 

Hotel  Dieu,  Catholic,  whole  square  on  Common  street,  245  by  492 

feet,  large  two-story  brick,  white  plaster 80,000 

Marine  Hospital,  United  States,  entire  square.  Common  street,  517 

by  524  feet,  large  iron  building 500,000 

St  PauVs  Church,  Methodist,  colored,  Liberty,  near  Perdido  st, 

72  by  160  feet,  frame,  capacity  600 12,000 

CKMBTERIBS. 

Hebrew,  Canal  street,  7  lots 7,000 

Christ  Church,  Girod  street,  625  by  245  feet 50,000 

Fireman-s  Charitable  Association  own  ten  squares,  viz  :  786,  787, 
790,  791,  794,  795,  796.  797,  800.  801,  bounded  by  new 
canal,  Canal  street  and  Cypress  Grove  Cemetery 40,000 
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,   PROPERTT  IN  THB  SECOND  DISTRICT,  NKW  ORLEANS,  CLAIHINO  EXEMP- 
TION FROM  TAXATION,   $3,740,000. 

Cufltom  Hoose,  entire  square,  Canal  street,  granite 3,000,000 

ClUxens'  Bank,  Royal  and  Customhouse,  58  by  89,  Urge  brick 

banking  house 50,000 

Bank  of  Louisiana,  banking  house,  Royal  and  Conti,  75  by  139, 

large  brick 75,000 

State  Bank  of  Louisiana,  Royal  and  Conti,  63  by  128,  laige  brick 

banking  h%e 50,000 

Mechanics'  Institute,  Bourbon  and  Customhouse,  25  by  96,  three- 
story  brick 12,000 

Christ  Church,  Episcopal,  Canal  and  Dauphine,  capacity  1,200. . .        120,000 

St  Anthony's  Church,  Catholic,  Rampart  and  Conti,  72  by  84, 

large  brick,  capacity  700 15,000 

Soule  Chapel,  colored,  Marais,  near  Conti,  frame,  capacity  400. . .  5,000 

St  James  Chapel,  Methodist,  colored,  Roman,  near  Bienyille,  50 

by  148,  brick,  plastered,  capacity  600 10,000 

St  John's  Church,  German,  Courthouse  and  Prieur,  54  by  110 ; 

Johnson,  57  by  133,  fhtme,  capacity  500 10,000 

Hebrew  Synagogue,  Rampart,  near  Conti,  63  by  131,  large  brick, 

capacity  800 20,000 

Masonic  Lodge,  Germanla,  St  Louis,  near  Roman,  150  by  106, 

two-story  frame ^,000 

French  Benevolent  Society,  St  Ann,  near  Roman,  large  three- 
story  brick,  120  by  114,  plastered 30,000 

St  Philip's  Church,  Catholic,  St  Philip,  near  Roman,  large  brick, 

capacity  800 40,000 

St  Louis  Cathedral,  Catholic,  Chartres,  near  St  Peter,  large  brick, 

capacity  2,000 200,000 

Los  AngeloB,  Masonic,  Main,  near  Yillere,  52  by  127  feet 6,000 

St  Augustine  Church,  Catholic,  Bayou  Road,  near  Marais,  large 

brick,  capacity  1,000,  150  by  250  feet 50,000 

St  Andrew's  Lodge,  Masonic,  Conti,  near  Yillere 5,000 

Perfect  Union,  Masonic,  Rampart,  near  Main,  two-etory  brick,  110 

by  209  feet 15,000 

Catholic  Cemeteries,  square  189,  Customhouse,  Robinson,  Bien- 
Tilie  and  Claiborne  streets,  256  by  297  ;  square  190,  Conti, 
Robinson,  Bienville  and  Claiborne,  256  by  325  feet :  square 
191,  Conti,  Robinson,  St  Louis  and  Claiborne,  256  bv  269  ; 
squares  120  and  121,  Conti,  Basin,  St  Louis  and  Liberty, 
287  by  279  and  287  by  282  feet 90,000 

Hebrew  Cemetery,  Church,  between  St  Anthony  and  Helena,  7  lots  7,000 
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St  Patrick's  Cemetery,  Canal,  Helena,  Cnstomhonse  and  Virginia ; 

also  squarea  638,  637  and  643,  old  to  new,  Metairle 15,000 

Odd  Fellows'  Rest,  Metairie,  squares  813,  229  and  260 16,000 

Charity  Hospital  Cemetery,  squares  640,  638,  642  and  643,  old  to 
new,  Metairie,  on  the  line  of  St  Patricia's  and  Cypress 
Grove  Cemetery  No.  2 15,000 

Cypress  Grove  Cemetery  No.  2,  squares  641,  644, 642  and  645,  old 
to  new,  Metairie  and  the  line  between  Charity  Hospital  and 
Greenwood  Cemeteries 15,000 

Greenwood  Cemetery,  squares  646, 647, 649, 650, 648  and  641,  and 
all  of  645,  Canal  street.  New  Canal,  new  Metairie  and  Cy- 
press Grove  No.  2 25,000 

UrsuUne  Church,  8t  Mary's,  Catholic,  Chartres,  near  Hospital, 

large  brick,  capacity  1,200,  186  by  150  feet 80,000 

Charity  School,  Catholic,  Bayou  Road,  near  Rampart,  25  by  150.  4,000 

Lnsitania  Portuguese  Association,  Bayou  Road,  near  Liberty,  27 

by  190  feet 12,000 

United  States  Mint,  Esplanade  and  Levee,  whole  square,  large 

brick 500,000 

Archibishop  Odin,  Catholic,  Ursuline  and  St  Philip,  60  byl20 
feet,  and  on  St  Philip,  church  and  dwelling,  capacity  500, 
120  by  100  feet 20,000 

Commissioners  of  Fhrst  Draining  Section  purchased  at  a  sale  for 
draining,  472  squares,  lying  between  the  old  and  new  Ca- 
nal, and  rear  of  the  City  Park,  that  did  belong  to  the  fol- 
lowing Asylums :  Orphan  Boys',  110  squares ;  Asylum  for 
Destitute  Orphan  Girls,  117  squares  ;  Asylum  for  Relief  of 
Orphan  Boys,  110  squares ;  Asylum  for  the  Relief  of  Or- 
phan Girls,  135  squares— total  472  squares 160,000 

PROPERTT  IN  THB  THIRD  DtSTRICT  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Polar  Star  Lodge,  Masonic,  Rampart  street,  160  by  180  feet 6,000 

Lafhyette  Institute,  Catholic,  Dauphine,  near  Union  street,  106  by 

128  feet 3,000 

First  Presbyterian  Church,  Royal,  near  Frenchman  street,  118  by 

128  ieet,  large  brick,  capacity  800 40,000 

Seamen's  Chapel,  Esplanade,  near  Levee  street,  60  by  127  feet, 

old,  capacity  500 6,000 

St  Rosa  de  Lima,  Catholic,  Bayou  Road,  near  Broad  street,  100 

by  160  feet,  frame,  capacity  500 ^ 7.000 

St  Peter's  Church,  Catholic,  Marigny,  near  Royal  street,  64  by  150 

feet,  used  as  a  school,  frame,  capacity  700 10,000 

St  Peter's  Church,  new.  Catholic,  Craps,  near  Mandeville  street, 

120  by  150  feet,  large  brick,  capacity  900 80,000 
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GermaQ  Chnroh,  Methodist,  Burgandy,  near  Mado  street,  64  bj 

125  feet,  large  frame,  capacity  500 6,000 

Franklin  Temperance  Hall,  comer  of  Rampart  and  Spain  streets, 

64  by  100  feet,  large  three-story  brick,  used  as  a  school. . .         10,000 

Trustees  of  Baptist  Church,  comer  of  Spain  and  Rampart  streets, 

61  by  100  feet,  frame,  capacity  500 10,000 

Annunciation  Church,  Catholic,  comer  of  Marais  and  Marignysts., 

130  by  145  feet,  large  brick,  capacity  100 40,000 

Korean  Church,  Methodist,  comer  of  Moreau  and  Lafiftyette  sts., 

58  by  100  feet,  large  brick,  capacity  700. . .   20,000 

German  Congregation,  Methodist,  comer  of  Port  and  Bnrgnody 

streets,  58  by  100  feet,  large  frame,  capacity  600 10,000 

Trinity  Church,  Catholic,  on  St  Ferdinand,  near  Royal  street,  65 

by  120  f^et,  large  brick,  capacity  1,000 50,060 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  Catholic,  on  Greatmen,  near  Clouet  street,  70 

by  191  feet,  fhune,  school 6,000 

Greraian  Church,  Methodist,  comer  of  Piety  and  Greatmen  sts.,  32 

by  120  feet,  frame,  capacity  600 10,000 

Touro  Alms  House,  on  Levee,  between  Piety  and  Desir^  streets, 

whole  square,  319  by  539  feet,  large  iron  building 150,000 

Society  St  Croiz.  Catholic,  Elmiri,  Levee  and  Congress  streets, 

whole  square,  215  by  215  feet 10,000 

Male  Orphan  Asylum.  Catholic,  Chartres,  France,  Royal  and  Mar- 
garet streets,  244  by  300  feet 5,000 

Convent  of  the  Ursulinee,  Catholic,  fironts  on  Levee  4  arpents, 
and  has  a  depth  of  80  arpents,  in  all  320  arpents,  with  ex- 
tensive buildings  and  other  valuable  improvemeuts 125,000 

Louisiana  Congregation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Catholic,  fronts  on 
Levee  2  arpents,  and  has  a  depth  of  80  arpents,  or  160  ar- 
pents, with  improvements 25,000 

Bishop  Blanc's  Church,  Catholic,  on  Hancock,  between  Moreau 

and  Casacalvo  streets,  312  by  117  feet 10,000 

Widow  and  Orphans'  Home,  colored,,  comer  of  Johnson  and  La 
Harpe  streets,  64  by  160  feet,  one  and  two-story,  frame 

over  all,  old 4,000 

Johnson  and  LaHarpe,  297  by  128  feet,  one  and  two-story, 

frame  over  all 6,000 

Society  des  Dames  de  la  Providence,  Catholic,  comer  LaHarpe 

and  Gralvez,  280  by  128,  one-story,  fhime  over  all 3,000 

Mechanics'  Institute  Fair  Grounds,  in  the  Third  District,  formerly 

the  race  track 60,0Qo 
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fit  Tinoent  de  Paul,  Oatholio,  three  sqoaree,  526,  627,  603,  Vte : 
PieW,  Urquhitrt,  S^  John  Baptiat  and  Louisa,  two  squares, 
682  D  J  236  :  Desir^,  Urquhart,  Piety  and  Girod,  one  square, 
341  by  810  feet 2,000 

New  St.  Louis  Cemetery,  GaAolie,  on  Bsplanade  sfreet,  666  feet,  ' 

and  containing  62  aeres 50,000 

FBOPBltTY  nr  THB  POtBTB  VIBTSICr  ON  WHICH  tAStB  AXB  NOT  PUD.      ' 

l^resbyterian  Church,  burnt,  on  St  Thomas,  near  Adele,  80  by 

160  feet 2,000 

Poydras  Asylum,  Protestant,  St  Thomas,  Rousseau,  Josephine 

and  /acksMi,  old  fhuse,  ^6  by  320  feet 20,009 

St  Thomas,  Chippewa,  Jackson  and  Josephine,  vacant,  320 

by  320 feet,, 20,000 

Hebrew  Widows'  Home,  Jacluon  and  Chippewa,  120  by  187  feet, 

tliree-story  briclc,  plastered 50,000 

Hebrew  Synagoguci,  on  3t  Mary  and  St  Thomas  streets,  53  by 

121  feet^  Sratne,  capacity  400; k,000 

Hebrew  Congregation,  Jackson,  near  Chippewa,  64  by  128  feet. 

old  frame,  used  as  a  school 2,500 

German  Church,  Sixth,  near  Chippewa,  64  by  129,  large  frame, 

capacity  600 8,000 

Qerman  Church,  Sixth,  near  Chippewa^  67  by  127  feet,  fruqae, 

capacity  600. 7,000 

German  Clmreh,  First,  near  Chippewa,  €0  by  120  feet,  frame, 

capacity  600 10,000 

German  Church,  Catholic,  Jotephine,  neftr  Constance,  120  by  100, 

large  brick 90,000 

St  Joseph's  Asylum,  Catholic,  Laurel  and  Josephine,  180  by  129, 

large  three-story  brick  school 25,000 

Redemptionista'  Catbolie,  Constance  and  Josephine,  St.  Andrew, 

near  Laurel,  Taeant,  60  by  209. . . 2,000 

Saten  of  Notre  Dame,  Catholic,  Jos^hhie'and  Oenstaace,  160  by 

130  feet,  frame. ;  8,000 

Keener  Chapel,  Methodist,  Laurel  and  Toledano,  34  by  161  feet, 

frame,  capadty  500 ..'...  6,000 

Bedemptionists'  Church,  Catholic,  Jackson,  near  Conataooe,  64  by 

f20feet,large  brick,  capadify800 20,000 

On  Constance,  33  by  120  feet 1,000 

OrplUAs'  Home,  Protestant,  owns  all  the  square  but  two  lots,   * 

large  three-story  htkk 50,000 

German  ETangelloikl  Ghurfth*  Magarins  and  Sixth,  Taoant»  127  by 

145  feet. 4,000 

6 
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Unt  Baptist  Church,  Maguine  Mid  Seeond,  96  hj  127  feet,  and 

OD  Second,  school  house,  32  by  127  feet 4,500 

Jeffeiion  Hall  Association,  Odd  Fellows,  Magaaine  and  Phillip, 

6ft  by  128,  two-story  brick 8,000 

8t  Siisabeth*s  Asylum,  Catholic,  Magasine  and  Joaepbine,  863 

by  128  feet,  large  brick 100,000 

Society  of  St  Yinoeat  de  Paul,  Catbelic,  Josephine,  near  Coo- 
stance,  50  by  128  feet,  frame,  small 2,500 

New  Orleans  Society  of  Redemptionists,  Catholic,  St  Andrew, 

near  Constanpe  165  by  150  Teet,  large  brick  school 66,000 

New  Orleans  Society  of  Redemptionists,  Catholic,  Constance, 
near  Josephine,  108  by  168  feet,  and  S3  by  64,  large  brick 
church,  capacity  1600 90,000 

Steele  Chapel,  Methodist,  Felicity  and  Chestnut,  81  by  180  feet, 

large  brick^  capacity  800 : 30,000 

Trinity  Church,  Episcopal,  Jackson  and  Coliseum,  142  by  120, 

and  on  Coliseum  80  by  114,  large  brick,  ci^acity  1200. . . «        80,000 

St  Ann's  Aeylum,  Protestant,  St  Maiy  and  Prytania,  192  by  112, 
Felicity  and  Prytania,  112  by  112,  large  three-story  brick, 
"Widows' Home"....,.,, 65,000 

Presbyterian  Church,  Prytania  and  Josephine,  93  by  107 60,000 

Cakary  Church,  Episcopal,  Sixth  and  Prytania,  33 by  100;  Courcy 

and  Prytaoia^  101  by  100,  large  frame,  capacity  700 10,000 

Winan's  Chapel,  colored  Methodist,  First  and  Dryades,  60  by  123, 

frame,  capacity  600 6,066 

New  Orleans  and  Carrbllton  Railroad  Company  own  one-half  of 
29  squares  in  rear  of  Willow,  and  extending  to  Broad 
street,  bounded  one  ^de  by  Phillip  and  on  the  other  by  St 
Andrew  street 10,000 

Commercia]  Water  Wbrks  Companr,  Tchoupitoulas  and  Richard 

streets,  195  by  383,  large  brick  building,  engine,  Ac 76,000 

St  Thomas,  Keligious,  Richard  and  Market,  reservoir  320 
,  by  320.- 100,000 
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Hebrew-*- White,  Franklin,  Jackson  and  Phillip,  entire  square,  406 

by2t4 15,600 

St  Joseph's  Asylum,  Wa^hingion,  Sixth,  St  David  and  Liberty, 

entire  square^  406  by  274. .v . . .        16,000 
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TOTAL  BBCAFITULATIOai  OF  ALL  TBI  WfAXMD  FBOPIBTT  OF  KBW  ORLKAKSl 

Olrardies ^ $  1»271,0M 

iBCorpovfttod  Oomftiiiat. 32,226,7M 

Ainrlams 1,130^00 

8ocietie8 1,081,000 

TlDlted  Statet 4,260,000 

State  of  LoiilaUiM 160,000 

City  of  New  OrloMis 8,030,850 

GemeterieB -..-. 861,000 

Bisbop  Odin,  Tacant 10,000 

Siind^  small  properties 409^00 

OoBunltrioiim  Isl  DrainlBg  Section 160,000 

$50,680.616 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  increasing  the  Revenne  of  the  State,  I 
am  indnced  to  suggest  some  ideas  of  a  comprehensiTe  general  character, 
having  an  obvious  bearing  on  the  general  prosperltj  and  future  resources  of 
the  State. 

Louisiana  comprises  an  immense  area  of  the  richest  alluvial  soil  th^  sun 
ever  shone  upon — caj>able  of  producing  in  boundless  proftision  the  great 
staples,  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  indigo,  tobacco,  Ac,  and  at  the  same  time  capa- 
ble of  Buppljing  food  enough  to  sustain  a  population  of  many  millions. 

But  we  are  lacking  in  the  first  great  element  of  publio  wealth,  popala- 
tion,  to  develop  the  latent  riches  now  hidden  in  our  prolific  soil. 

Centuries  oi  cultivation  cannot  exhaust  the  productive  powers  of  the 
rich  alluvial  sdU  of  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  only  a  small  fhustion  of  about  two  million 
acres  (less  than  a  twelfth  part)  of  our  arable  land  has  ever  been  cultivated, 
#nd  that,  too,  only  by  the  rude  and  unsklllftil  process  known  to  the  barba- 
rian system  of  enforoed,  unintelligent  slave  labor. 

Even  with  that  limited  and  imperfect  cnltivmtion,  the  agricultural  products 
of  the  State  had,  in  the  year  1860,  reached  the  following  amounts: 

Cotton 659,100  bales. 

Sugar 203,246  hogsheads. 

MolasKS 847,276  barreto. 

Com 14,266,973  bushels. 

Rice 20,856  barrels. 

From  these  data  compute  the  vast  amount  of  these  rich  semi-tropical  i^ro- 
Aicts,  which  could  be  annually  produced  by  the  more  skilUtil  onlttvation  of 
even  one-half  our  area  of  arable  lands. 

With  an  abundant  supply  of  labor,  LoulBiana  oould,  in  a  short  time,  pro- 
duce larger  crops  of  cotton,  sugar,  rice  and  com  than  have  ever  yet  been 
ptodnoed  in  the  Southern  Stages. 

It  is  capable  of  easy  demonrtration  tfasA  the  sUHftil  e«)thfttlo&  of  efwn 
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Ikw  millions  of  acres  in  cane  and  cotton,  hj  the  band  of  Iret  intelligent  labor 

would  yield  an  anonal  contribution  ot  moro  than  $8(MMN)0,00a  worth  to  the 

wealth  of  the  State, 

.    In  this  inexhaustible  fertility  of  our  alluvial  soil  and  genial  climate,  we 

i»Te  elements  of  wealth  more  abundant  and  certain  than  all  the  mines  of 

Hetlco  and  California. 

Give  us  an  abundant  supply  of  sklllftil,  free,  agricultural  labor,  in  any 
4egree  proportioned  to  our  immense  area'  of  fertile  land  which  now  wastes 
Us  productive  powers  in  wUd  and  useless  loxarianee  of  tropioal  vegeMoo, 
and  in  twenty-flve  years  this  will  beoome  the  richest  State  in  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  New  Orleans  the  mart  of  a  commerce  amounting  yeariy 
to  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars. 

Our  true  policy  would  seem  to  be,  to  encourage  the  distribu^on  of  our 
i^ioccupled  lands  into  the  hands  of  a  multitude  of  small  planters  and  &rm- 
ers,  rather  than  to  create  a  comparatively  small  number  of  great  estates. 

Qannot  something  be  done  by  the  Legislature-— some  plan  deviMd,  that  will 
tend  to  attract  to  our  soil  a  large  population  of  sklllfi&l  and  industrious  cul- 
tivators t  For  the  purpose  indicated,  I  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  to  establish  a  board  or  commission  to  be  <^led  the 

**WmBkV  OF  BMIOBAnOR," 

to  consist  of  one  or  more  commissioners,  with  power  to  employ  such  agents 
as  may  be  necessary  to  the  design,  the  duties  of  which  shall  ^e  to  assist  and 
encourage  the  immigration  to  this  State  of  skillful  and  industrious  agricultural 
laborers,  farmers  and  mechaniqf  fh>m  European  countries,  firom  the  Northern 
States  and  fh>m  Canada. 

As  means  to  this  end,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  this  Board,  or  Bureau,  t» 
acquire  accurate  information  of  the  location,  character  and  condition  of  all 
tiie  unoccupied  lands  within  the  State ;  Uie  meaiDS  of  aooess  to,  and  of  drain- 
ing and  improving  the  same ;  prepare  and  publish  maps  and  dwcriptloas  of 
the  same,  with  fUll  details  of  information  as  to  climate,  soil,  production,  cost 
and  methods  of  clearing,  draining  and  preparing  for.  culdvaUon ;  markets, 
means  of  transportation,  ^:o.  This  Bureau  should  have  an  agency  in  New 
York,  to  ftimish  emigrants  with  all  necessary  information  and  pecuniary 
assistance,  when  needed  ;  and  periiaps  also,  one  or  more  agents  In  Europe. 
,  (By  Vk9h  11)^^ 'means,. it  seems  reasonable  to  expect  a  respectable  share  of 
^th«.  iMDge  foreign  |nunigr#tion  now  arriving  i»  New  York  jiight  be  diverted  to 
this  State,  as  well  as  thousands  of  disoharged  sol4iera».  and  sonJl  Northera 
JM«kfniwhoAtjai«clo«iof  tfe»  war,  may  be  dispoasd  to  seek  Jiomesi^  the 
iMUiDy  Souths 

Several  of  tke  States  of  the  Northwest  hav%^Uiip,a.|iiW.yQars  pMl^  ¥r 
.tablisjbwMJ.bw'ewi  Qfi4niigBatioi«with..sMislaojboiy  MwUts ;  a^d  it  m^^bs  to 
me  th.-'tsome  well  conridered  and  carefhlly  organized  plan  should  be  adopted 
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to  bring  large  acoessioos  of  culfchraton  to  6nT  fertile,  unoccupied  lands,  for 
in  DO  other  wky  era  the  natorlal  ptoesperity  of  the  dtate  be  aore  surely  mm^ 
Mpidty  dereloped. 

The  distribution  of  the  land?  joimed  hj  the  State  and  General  GoyenK 
ment  Into'a  great  nudiber  of  £ree  hooMrteads,  to  be  owned  bj  the  peaoeAd 
and  honest  euMiY«tom  of  the  soil,  whioh  shall  be  ezen^pt  from  sale  on  exe«(u- 
tlon  Imt  debt,  and4nalieaahls  without  the  consent  of  the  wife  of  the  ownsTf 
is  a  measure  which  I  deem  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Louisiana  is  eminent^  an  agrieoltural  State,  and  to  foster  and  promote 
the  agricultural  interests  of  our  people,  is  the  object  which  seems  to  demand 
the  careftil  attention  of  the  L^gMature. 

I  deem  it  within  the  soppe  of  my.offloial  4ttty,  a*  a  oMans  of  develoi^ai^ 
the  resources  and  inorehsing  the  reteaues  of  the  State,  to  Invito  the  attenttos 
oC  the  General  Assembly  to  the  ooneideffation  of  some  more  extensive  and 
eomprdMDiiye  wcfekn  «f  internal  imptiotement  than  have  ever  yet  beeor 
attempted  in  this  Stated.  We  have  scrived  at  a  new  and  most  Importanli 
epoch  in  the  history  of  LoulsianSi.  .       . 

The  ittoubos  of  sl^rery  having  nofw  been  4hvowB*of,  a^  new  social  and  f^e« 
labor  system  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  old,  non-progtessiv^  barbariafa^r 
tnstiiutioos  of  the  past  A  magnMeeat  and  glorious  oare^  of  prosperity 
afwsits  us  if  our  peopte,  and  ^eeiAlly  our  legislatovs,  can  fully  underalAd 
our  position  and  iesoiirees,.Bnd  initiate  tliooe  great  meaanrss  which  the  ixk* 
lerest  of  tiie  State  desMuds. 

By  an  intelligent  and  wise  development  of  our  unrivalled  agrieulturai 
resources,  and  with  onr  Batatul  advantages  for  an  extensive  commeroe,  we 
can  make  Louisiana  In  a  few  years,  the  home  of  millions  of  f^ree  and  happjt 
peopte;  a  community  as  busy,  as*  piosphrous, as  firce^as  enlightened; as 
powerfbl,  as  any  State  in  the  whole  Union  can  boast 

The  topography  of  our  State  is  peculiar.  We  have  innumerable  hikes; 
rivers,  bayous,  and  natural  channels  of  water  communication,  most  of  which, 
owing  to  obstructions  by  rafts  and  sand  bars,  are  not  in  a  navigafote  eon* 
dition. 

These  streams  constttutethe  natural  drainage  of  the  country.  Onr  richest 
lands  lie  mostly  upon  ttnd  In  close  proximity  to  these  water  courses. 

The  removal  of  obstructions  which  hinder  the  navigation  of  these  channels, 
nocomplishes  a  two-(bld  porpose^that  of  reclaimmg  the  most  valuable  low- 
lands, and  providing  at  the  same  time  means  of  cheap  water  coDMnunidktlon 
and  transportation  io  and*  from  the  markets,  farihs  and  plantations. 

Butty  agricultural  produots  require  cheap  transportation  by  water^  and 
in  our  latitude,  where  fh^t  never  interferes  to  disturb  navigatton^  canals  and 
natural  water  ohaiinela  are  much  preferable  means  of  transportation  than 
railTDads.    The  railroad  never  can  compete  in  cheaj^ness  with  water  trans- 
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pCHiatloBof  agrUmltQimltt^ilM.  I  abi  •f  the  opbii<Mi  thai  ft  t]M>foii8li  And 
complete  ijitem  of  internal  impW>Tement  by  meant  of  opeaing  tteee  natonl 
obann^s  of  transportation,  lereeing,  draining  and  reelaiming  the  low-lands 
Of  tbe  Stale,  onght  as  aoon  as  possible  to  be  organined. 

Suppose  that  a  debt  of  twenty  millions  should  be  ereaAed  within  the  neit 
Ave  yeafs  for  works  of  improTement  ot  the  charaeler  aboTe  snggested,  and 
to  aarist  and  encourage  immigration  and  settlement  of  tens  of  thonsands  of 
ftrmers  and  laborers  npon  oar  nnoccupied  soil. 

Oar  Stiite,debt,  fortunately,  is  as  yet  oomparatlTely  small  in  proportion  to 
the  Mai  wealth  and  prospecttre  resouroes  of  the  State. 

At  the  close  of  thb  rebellion,  now  in  Its  dying  straggle,  capital  seeUng 
Uirestment,  will  be  superabniMant  If,  by  the  Jadidoas  e^^enditoie  of 
twenty  millions,  within  the  next  ten  years,  we  can  add  one  Imndred  th<Hisand 
•oltiTators  of  the  soil  to  our  population,  and  bring  into  cultlTatioa  OTen 
three  miHions  acres  more  of  our  rich  low  lands,  we  diaU  ther^y  haT«  added 
one  hmdred  millions  to  the  actual  wealth  of  the  State. 

The  present  generation  will  not  have  to  pay  the  debt  so  created,  and  poe- 
Isrity  can  well  aflbrd  to  pay  a  debt  created  for  its  beo^t,  when  the  results 
teem  so  certain  and  beneioent 

Would  New  TeriE  erer  hare  been  able  to  boast  tiie  proud  title  of  the 
«» Empire  State''  but  fbr  the  sagacity  of  her  leading  Statesmen,  in  eontraet* 
ing  what  then  seemed  an  hnmiBnee  pnblio  debt  to  construet  her  Erie  eanals, 
costing,  for  original  construction  and  subsequent  enlafgem«ity  some  sixty 
millions  dollars? 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  it  was  one  of  the  most  profttaUe  debts  cfsr 
•ontracted.  It  is  safe  to  say  it  has  added  $1,000,000^000  to  the  wealth  of 
thiCt  State,  rearing  almost  a  contihuoas  line  of  dties  and  Tillagea  along  its 
course,  where  stood  at  the  period  of  oonstcuetlng  thai  eanal,  the  primsfal 
fnest 

StATSMSKI  BHOWIK0  THl  OOKDITIOST  OF  TU  8BM IITART  rUlTD, 

18  STATED  IN  THU  LAST  "ANNUAL  RBPORT,"  FUBU8HCD  IN  JANCABT,' 1862. 

IM  Bonds  of  $1,000  each,  issued  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  fhTor 
of  said  fund,  in  accordance  with  act  No.  182,  of  1857,  payable 
forty  years  fi'om  1st  of  July,  1857,  bearing  six  per  cent  interest 
per  annum,  issaed  in  payment  of  the  amount  due  by  the  Gen- 
eral Funds  of  the  Treasury  to  the  said  Seminarr  Fund $13C.00O 

1  Bond  of  $1,000,  issued  by  the  State  to  the  Vicksburg,  Shrere- 
port  and  Texas  Railroad  Company,  dated  1st  July,  1857,  paya- 
ble forty  years  after  date,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest  per  an* 
nnm,  purchased  on  the  Sd  August,  1857,  at  a  cost  of  $885 $1,000 

1  Bond  of  $1,000  of  the  Consolidated  Debt  of  the  Citrof  New 
Orleans,  dated  1st  July,  1852,  payable  forty  years  from  that 
date,  baring  six  per  cent  Interest  per  annum,  purchased  on 
the  24th  September,  1860,  at  a  cost  of  $899  98., 1,000 

138  Bonds,  amounting  to $138,000 
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LIST  OF  AUCnONEEBS. 

hm»a%mi$tth$AuOu)rUyffAdMxlU,apprw:^  Itth  Motrok,  IS55, 


PAJU8H  OF  OBUCAKB. 

W.  H.  Boanell,  R.  T.  Moatjcoiiiery, 

J.  P.  Boiaieaa,  6.  W.  McCerren, 

J.  B.  Groztrt,  Jnlian  NeriUe, 

OcUye  Dejao,  G.  P^  Phiiiiiey, 

Stephen  Dmyis,  R.  Scott, 

6.  il.  EUod,  P.  J.  Spe»r, 

Aothonj  Fernandez,  Bernard  Tnrpin, 

S.  Giiinaolt,  F.  F.  Trinchard, 

B.  Goitteres,  •                         Geo.  E.  Trier, 

J.  Hols,  WUlian  P.  Vincent, 

G.  A.  Hall,  D.  E.  Morphj, 

B.  M.  Jacobs,  R  M.  Van  SoUngen, 

G.  Leaamont,  S.  S.  Zelnioker. 

TAXma  OF  JEFFIBSON. 

G.  W.  Brand,  Stephen  Kemer. 


FREE  BANKS  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

On  aesaming  the  daties  of  the  Auditor's  office,  I  fonnd  no  bonds  or  other 
•fiiMOB  of  secoritj,  deposited  b j  the  banks  of  this  State,  in  compliance 
with  law,  as  secaritj  for  the  redemption  of  their  circulating  notes.  I  accord- 
inglj  addressed  a  letter  to  each,  asking  for  information  upon  the  subject 

To  present  as  ftiUj  as  poisible  to  the  Legislators,  the  present  state  of 
these  banks,  1  appotd  a  copy  of  that  letter  and  of  the  sereral  replies  re- 
oelFed.    (See  Appendix  A.) 

Also,  bj  permiarion  of  Migor  Gen.  Banks,  the  report  of  the  commission 
appointed  by  him  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  all  banks  and  chartered 
institutions  in  the  SUte,  which  report  will  be  found  of  interest  and  deeerring 
the  oareftil  consideration  of  jour  honprable  body.    (See  Appendix  B.) 

I  also  append  a  copy  of  the  report  submitted  by  me  to  the  Oonstltutional 
Ck>BTeotion,  in  May  last,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  from  that  body, 
Btyiesting  such  report    (See  Appendix  C.) 

On  the  9th  of  June  last,  I  reselved  a  letter  from  his  Honor,  the  Mayor  of 
New  Orleans,  referred  to  me  bj  his  Excellency,  GoTcmor  Hahn,  presenting 
•  elalm  from  the  city  against  the  State  for  9489,949  43. 

I  deem  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  insert  the  letter,  and  also  my 
reply  to  the  same. 
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STATji.  or  Locjsuau,  ) 

Mayorality  of  New  Orleans,  City  HaU,  fthday  of  June,  1864. ) 

Govemof^l  ironld  respeotftilly  eaU  your  attentioa  to  tho  enoloaedaoaoimt, 
which  is  made  upon  the  basis  of  the  censos  of  the  State  Assessors,  and  ii 
presumed  to  be  correct 

We  clidm  this  bill  in  accordance  with  Revised  Statutes,  page  190,  secdon 
S  and  6. 

If  you  have  any  offsets  to  this  claim,  will  you  please  band  In  your  sttte- 
ment  with  the  amount  you  consider  due  from  the  State  to  the  city. 
I  am.  Governor, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed,)       SrEPmor  Horr, 

Gapt.  IT.  S.  A.,  Acting  Mayor. 
• 
To  His  ExceUetity,  £[05.  Hichi^l  Hahn,  Governor  of  Louiskma: 

[oonf.l 
State  of  Louisiana, 

To  City  of  New  Orleans. 
Eor  $5  each  on  40,050  children  as  per  census  of  1861,  collectable 

in  1862 $200,250 

For  $5  each  on  40,050  children,  as  per  census  of  1861,  collectable 

in  1863... 200,260 

For  $5  each  on  37,604  children,  as  per  census  of  1863,  collectable 

'in  1864 188,320 

$588,820  00 
Cr.  by  cash  at  different  times 98,870  67 

$489,94$  4S 
New  Oruumb,  June  6, 1364. 

Auditor's  Oftick,  State  op  LomsiAyA,  [ 
NewOrleans.Junetl,  1864.    f 

tits  Honor,  Stephen  Hott,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans. 

Sir:  You/s  of  the  9th  instant,  to  his  Excellency  €ror.  Hahn,  including  also 
a  daim  of  the  City  against  the  State  fbr  $489,949  43,  is  received,  it  having 
been  referred  to  me  by  the  Governor. 

In  answer,  permit  me  to  say  yoi^  Will  notice  tlmt  section  8d,  page  190  B. 
S.,  which  you  refer  to  in  your  letter,  says  that  the  State  Superintendent  to  !• 
apportion  the  sclhool  f^ds  "  which  may  be  paid  Into  the  State  Treamiy,'' 
without  reference  to  how  i!tiuoh  It  ainounts  to  pchr  child. 

These  apportionments  are  to  be  made  quarterly,  and  of  the  amount  oftiyte 
the  Treasury  at  the  time.  They  are  also  to  be  made  in  such  proportion  to 
each  paHsh,  aig  the'mimber  of  educable  children  in  the  parish  bears  ta  tin 
whole  number  of  educabU  children  In  the  State. 

By  reference  to  section  6th,  {&ul,  you  win  see  that  the  tofJU  **  tant  paid 
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dario^  the  year  8?iaXl  rud  exceed  four  dollan  for  each  chUd.'^ '  *Shh  amotint 
was  afterwards  changed  to  six  dollars,  and  fn  18^  to  five  doHars. 
,  This  law  has  never  been  understood  to  mean  that  the  State  aetaall  j  tmes 
to  each  parish  each  year,  five  dollars  for  each  educable  child  In  the  parish ; 
but  Itsjpro  raia  ot  whatever  amount  is  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  to  the 
credit  of  the  School  Fund,  provided  that  amount  shall  not  exceed  five  dol- 
lars for  each  child,  and  if  so,  the  excess  to  be  held  for  the  appropriations  of 
the  next  year. 

Thus  the  amount  of  Indebtedness  of  the  State  to  the  city,  on  account  of 
Public  Schools,  depends  entirely  upon  the  amount  of  school  money  collected 
from  tax  rolls  or  otherwise. 

Collections  are  still  being  made  upon  the  rolls  of  1861  and  1862,  as  well 
as  on  tiiose  of  1863,  which  will  be  properly  apportioned,  but  owing  to  the 
Interruption  ia  the  coirectlon  of  taxea  for  the  past  two  years,  the  whole 
amount  of  sdiool  money  of  those  yean  eannot  be  apportioned  or  paid  till 
the  whole  State  is  brought  withitt  the  Union  lines,  and  the  taxes  fbr  those 
years  collected.  The  number  of  children  is  much  greater  in  preportion  to 
the  amount  of  taxable  p^erty  in  the  city  than  in  the  country  parishes, 
eausing  a  considerable  part  of  the  school  money  collected  from  the  country 
parishes  to  go  to  the  support  of  the  schools  of  the  city.* 

You  will  therefore  see,  that  while  the  revenue  supplying  the  Treasury  is 
•0  small,  owing  to  its  being  derived  from  so  small  a  part  of  the  State,  the 
amounts  to  the  city  must  be  correspondingly  small,  but  will  faMirease  as  the 
Union  lines  are  extended  and  the  parish  governments  established. 

Afker  the  taxss  of  any  one  year  have  been  collected  throughout  the  State, 
aaA  Hie  school  moneys  received  therefrom  apportioned  and  paid,  the  in^bt. 
edness  of  the  State  to  the  parishes  is  cancelled,  whether  the  amount  readies 
or  fttils  short  of  five  dollars  for  each  child. 

Am  the  6tate  Superintendent  is  the  officer  whose  duty  it  Is  to  apportion  the 
school  money,  he  can  inform  you  at  any  time  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
State  Treasury  belongidg  to  the  city. . 

Regarding  the  demands  you  refer  to  that  the  State  may  have  against  the 
dty,  there  are  none  at  present  to  n^  knewiedgt. 
I  remain, 

Withmnohse^peot 

Yours  truly, 

A.  P.  DosTiE,  Auditor. 


The  returns  from  the  several  parishes  of  the  respective  amounts  of  the 
different  descriptions  of  taxable  property,  also  the  amounts  of  the  several 

•nw  fiftiUTO  pnptOnk  fHV  pmImMj  %•  wuA  «IUBg«l  hiwrtttt,  m  th«  ptoporttan  of 
■Ut«  pTop«rtgr  wMm«oli  grealtr  In  the  oowatiy  than  in  the  dtj. 
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tezfl9  aad  qoMitUj  pf  onltivfttod  and  uncultiTated  Uad,  asoiUy  bam  tt 
importeat  pari  of  Uie  Auditor's  report ;  but  of  tbe  retams  thb  year,  nrj 
little  can  b^  uAiL  Tbe  preaent  UDiettled  state  of  attain  will  not  yet  adnit 
of  tbe  election  of  parisb  oflloen  in  many  of  tbe  parisbea  witbln  tbe  ?edffil 
linea,  but  tbe  principal  offices,  sucb  as  Sberitf,  Police  Jurors,  Assesson,  Co^ 
oner,  Justice  of  tbe  Feaoe,  etc,  bave  been  filled  by  Executive  appofataeDt 
Tbeae  officers  are  organizing  tbeir  parisb  govenmients  as  tut  as  time  and  fiis 
present  condition  of  tbe  country  will  admit  'Sufficient  tune  bas  not  jet 
elapsed  for  tbe  Assesson  to  eomplete  tbeiir  rolls,  so  tbat  tbe  usual  retuM 
cannot  be  made  fan  tbis  report 
Tbe  above  mentioned  officers  bare  been  appointed  in  tbe  following  Fir 


Ascension, 

Jefferson, 

St  Charles, 

Assumption, 
Avoyelles, 

Lafourche, 

St  Mary, 

Madison, 

StMartfai, 

Canoll,. 

Orleans, 

St  James, 

Concordia, 

Plaquenine, 

Terrebonne, 

Bast  Baton  Bouge,. 

St  Bernard, 

Tensas. 

Iberville, 

St  John  Baptist, 

Tbe  following  named  Parlsbes  being  outside  tbe  Federal  lines,  no  appoiit- 

ents  bave  been  made : 

Bienville, 

Jackson, 

St  Landry, 

Bossier, 

Laikyette. 

StTamoMunr, 

Caddo, 

Uvingston, 

St  Helena, 

Calcassien, 

Morehouse, 

Union, 

Caldwell, 

Natchitoches, 

Vermillion, 

CaUbouU, 

Ouachita. 

Wsabington, 

Claiborne, 

Point  Coup^, 

West  Felieiaaa, 

DeSoto, 

Bapides, 

East  Feliciana, 

Sabine, 

.   Winn.              "" 

Franklin, 

Respectftilly  submitted, 

A.  P.  0enn,  Anditov. 

jPENr>i 


A.. 


AunrroB's  Offici,  Stati  op  La.,  ) 

,  New  Orleans,  April  14, 1864.  [ 
SiB—On  examining  tbe  books  and  papers  relating  to  tbis  d^Mtftmeat,  I 
am  unable  to  find  any  evidence  that  your  bank  bas  complied  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  in  relation  to  filing  in  this  office  a  certified  copy  of 
your ''  articles  of  association,"  nor  do  I  find  any  bonds  or  other  securities  on 
deposit  in  this  office,  as  security  to  tbe  State  for  your  drculating  i 
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Wm  ywilM  flaftMd  te  Inform  me  wUtb^  «r  aot  your  btak  ku  oompUed 
with  the  reqnireBieats  of  the  statute  in  tbeee  ptrtkulan,  and  tleo  whftt  faitllf 
preeent  aiBoimt  of  your  eircoladBg  notes  eatstaadiag. 

Bespectfully  yours,  * 

A.  P.  Doem,  Auditor. 


Baiik  op  Nkw  OnuuMi,     ) 
New  Orieaai,  April  16, 1864.  f 

Sm— I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  IStli  Instant,  addressed  to 
the  president  of  this  banlE,  in  answer  to  which  X  beg  leave  to  state  that  this 
bank  has  complied  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  mentioned  In  your 
letter,  by  fUmishing  the  State  with  a  copy  of  its  act  of  tssociatlon  and  bonds 
to  secure  its  circulation,  which  documents  are  held  by  Mr.  Peralta,  the  ez- 
•ad(tor  for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Our  circulation  amonnts  to-day  to  9982,290,  of  which  $235,137  50  only 
belong  to  the  noies  of  this  bank,  issued  according  to  law,  and  guaranteed  by 
dty  and  «late^  beads  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Peralta,  to  the  amount  of  $540,000^ 
while  the  remaining  baladte  of  $747,152  50  belongs  to  the  issue  forced  firoa 
this  institution  by  Gen.  Butler. 

I  send  you  a  printed  erpy  of  the  act  of  association  under  which  this  bank 
ima  been  in  operation. 

BespeotAiny  youi«, 

A.  DaNHOtov,  Cashier. 
A.  P.  Dosna,  Esq.,  Auditor  State  La. 


SomnaaN  Baxx,  I 

Kew  Otleans,  April  IS,  1864.  f 

Hon.  A.  P.  Dosna,  AudUor— 

Snt— This  institution  has  complied  with  ihe  requiremeate  of  the  law,  by 
depositing  a  duly  certified  copy  of  its  charter,  and  of  the  amendment  thereto, 
and  consolidated  bonds  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  to  secure  Its  circulation. 
A  certified  copy  of  the  receipt  for  the  original  charter  as  w^ll  as  of  its  amead- 
mdnt  are  enclosed. 

I  also  encloee  knir  original  receipts  for  702  consolidated  bonds  of  theCitjr 
of  New  Orleans  deposited  to  secure  the  circula^n,  which,  as  Touchers  of  tha 
Bank,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  return. 

The  cireulatioa  of  tids  Bank  has  been  reduced  to  $15,375,  and  the  bondi 
hate  been  retumtod  lh>m  tfane  to  time,*  except  thirty-two  (32)  bonds  of  ona 
aiovsand  dollars  each,  wUeh  Ike  Bank  has  eadearrered  to  wHh4iraW|  baft  na- 
aoacesifVilly,  owing  to  the  iebeUion-*-tha  fbamer  Auditor  leathig  and  taUH 
taway« 
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I  (il8o  b«g  leATe  lo  wy  ttiat  fhe  nofee  of  tlife  Ibft^ltattoii  are  reteedled  ia 
specie  when  presented. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac^ 
{Signed,)  Ab.  ICiuknberoeb,  Prasident 


Bank  of  Amemsr.k  \ 

New  Orleans,  April  I6/18M.  I 
A.  P.  Doffns,  AudUor  §f  PublUc  Accowfda,  New  Orkans— 

Sib — In  answer  to  jour  commanication  of  the  14th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to 
enoloee  a  copy  of  our  Articles  of  Association,  also  statement  of  our  clrcnla- 
Uon,  and  of  the  Bonds,  with  their  numbers,  in  the  hands  of  the  Auditor  since 
1857.  I  am,  sir,  respectfully  jours,  ^ 

(Signed,)  .  A.  Fo&tibr,  CasUer. 


GIBGULATION  BANK  OF  AMBRK3A , $69,5Ml 


Mioiuifios'  ft  TBjjms'  Baxk,     I 
New  Orleuti  April  1€,  1864.  ( 

8s— Ib  reply  to  your  oonraranieation  of  141k  toeJMit,  I  beg  leare  la  npi^ 
•Mi ilMt  tiMlfeolianleB' ft  Tradm' Baok  depodied  with  S.  P.  Maries,  Aiiidlte 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  following  Bonds  as  security  for  its  oirealalta: 
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On  the  2l8t  Ang.  1854,  60  consolidated  Bonds, 
do.         18th  Oct  1854, 290         do  do. 

do.         Slst  Oct  1854,  100         do  do. 

do.         28th  Hay,  1855,   SO         do  do. 

do.  Febrnarj,  1859, 11  Bonds  of  the  OHj  of  New  Orteansln  flvror 
of  the  Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Railroad,  in  all  511,  say  five  hundred  and 
eleven  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each. 

Onr  ontstanding  circulation  this  day  is  $106,590,  old  issue,  rigned  hy  the 
Auditor.  $403,180,  new  issue,  under  Gen.  Butler^  order.  No.  80.  Gevtilled 
copy  of  our  arfclclee  of  association  was  regularly  filed  in  the  oflice  of  the 
Auditor,  Mr.  Louis  Bordelon. 

Very  respeoftlhlly, 
(Signed,)  ,  G.  Cbozat,  Cashier. 

CiuuGBNT  Onr  Bank,        ) 
New  Orleans,  April  16, 1864.  f 
A.  P.  DO0TB,  Esq.,  AueRfor— 

Sm— In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  I  am  directed  by 
the  liquidating  commissioners  to  state,  that  this  bank  has  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law,  and  that  it  has  in  its  possession  receipts  of  the  then 
State  Auditor  for  City  Bonds  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  seventyHdz 
thousand  dollars  for  the  guarantee  of  its  old  issue,  amounting  to  ninety-nine 
thousand  fi?e  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  It  is  here  proper  to  say  that  by 
virtue  of  an  order  of  Gen.  Butler,  then  commandiug  this  department,  this 
Bank  made  an  issue  of  notes  to  pay  depositors,  of  which  l^'sne  Uiere  is  now 
outstanding  sixty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  making 
the  present  total  nirculation  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars. 

BespectfuUy  yours, 
(Signed,)  Chas.  Faknib,  Jr.,  Acting  Cashier. 


Nbw  Orlkaks,  April  16, 1884. 
A.  P.  DoBTiB,  Esq.,  AudUoTf 

Sir— Tour  communication  of  the  I4Ui  instant,  addressed  to  me,  as  repre- 
sentiog  the  Merchants'  Bank,  is  before  me. 

I  don't  consider  myself  clothed  with  any  official  authority  to  answer  for 
that  Bank. 

It- is  true  that  in  August,  1862, 1  was,  in  conjunction  with  Messrs.  W.  N. 
Mercer  and  J.  D.  Denegre,  verbally,  requested  by  the  late  (^mmanding  (Gen- 
eral, B.  F.  Butler,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  affairs  of  said  bank.  We 
did  so,  hi  the  month  of  November  ensuing,  and  in  the  intervening  period 
we,  by  special  orders,  and  for  special  purposes,  disposed  of  some  few  assets, 
7 
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•nd  took  inyentories  and  general  statemeDt  of  aH^tirB.  A  few  days  after  cur 
report  the  General  left  the  Department,  withont,  to  my  knowledge,  ever 
having  officially  clothed  ns  with  any  authority  in  the  premifleefor  the  fhtnre. 
We  have,  therefor*,  ever  vinoe  considered  ouraelves  *'  Funetis  Offlda," 

Am  copies  of  the  papers  above  referred  to  are,  however,  in  my  posBesBion 
I  have  no  objection  to  furnishing  you,  in  my  individual  capacity^  the  infor- 
mation I  posMsa  a«  to  the  particulars  pointed  out  in  your  letter. 

Aooording  to  the  booksi  the  outstanding  circulation  of  the  ^Merobsnti' 
Baak  is  now  as  follows : 

Old  issue,  say  notes  countersigned  by  the  Auditor,  amount  to $U4^ 

From  the  records  the  above  are  secured  by  tiiree  hundred  city  six 
per  cent,  bonds,  deposited  with  the  Auditor. 
New  issue,  say  notes  dated  from  AprU  to  August,  1862 115^13 

Together.. $369,6li 

The  new  issue  does  not  appear  <o  be  specially  secured. 
I  am,  yery  respeotfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant,. 
(Signed,)  *J.  H.  LunntB. 

Union  Bank  of  LomsiAin,        ) 
New  Orleain,  April  15,  IBM.  f 

A.  P.  DoOTils,  EkiQ.,  Auditor,  New  Orleans. 

Sir— Yours  of  yesterds^^s  date  is  Just  handed  me. 

The  Act  of  IncorporaJlion  of  the  IJnion  Bank  of  Louisiana  was  passed  on 
the  7th  December,  1853,  before  Ad.  Mazureau,  then  notary  public  In  and  for 
the  parish  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  which  act  was  recorded  in  die  office  of 
the  Recorder  of  Mortgagee,  and  a  certified  copy  of  the  same  was  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  etc.,  and  such  other  formali- 
ties as  required  by  section  4  of  the  General  Free  Banking  Law,  approved 
April  SO.  1853. 

The  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  has  In  his  pos- 
•essioPiOi^  deposit,  the  following  bonds,  as  security  for  circulation  notes  the 
bank  may  receive,  countersigned  and  numbered  by  said  auditor,  viz : 

AM  Bonds  consolidated,  oi^  of  New  Orleans,  six  per  cent  on 

Jan.  23, 1854,  Receipt  lor  deposit  of  bonds 100 

Feb.    7,      "        "        "        •*  "         -...  100 

Feb.   17,    «        ••        *        <i  u        103 

March  13,  **  "  «  "  "        97 

Aprill»,    "  '*  .   "  "  "        8 

April25,    "  "  «  «*  «        86 

June  30,   **  "  «  "  *«        $ 

Of  $1,000  each Bonds  500 
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dated  July  Ist,  1864,  payable  in  forty  yean,  taied  by  act  of  Legialatare, 
Fob.  23, 1852,  with  intereet,  coupoos  payable  Isi  Jan.  and  let  of  July,  $30 
each. 
500  Bonds,  State  of  Looiiiana,  six  per  cent  on— 

June  30, 1864,  Reoeipt  for  deposit  of  bonds 100 

Julyl2,    "  «       »*        "  "  100 

Jan.    3,1856,       "        "        «  ••  300 

Of  $600  each Bonds  600 

Dated  Jnly  18, 1863,.  payable  in  forty  years,  by  act  April  30, 1853,  Nos.  801 
to  900,  1101  to  1600,  with  interest,  eoopons  payable  Ist  Jan,  and  1st  Jnly, 
each  year,  of  $16  each. 

The  following  is  printed  on  the  back  of  all  the  bonds  deported:  "  The 
**  within  bond  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  Auditor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for 
'**  account  of  the  ITnion  B%nk  of  Louisiana,  in  eonformfty  with  an  act  to  ee- 
''tabilsh  a  general  system  of  Free  Banking  in  State  of  Louisiana,  approved 
"April  30,1853-" 
The  amount  of  notes  In  circulation,  countersigned  by  Auditor,  this 

dale,  is... $209,366 

Amount  redeemed,  and  on  hand  cancelled,  ready  to  be  handed  in 

whon  portion  securities  are  returned  U>  the  bai^ 20,635 

Total $230,000 

You  will  perceive  that  the  amount  of  circulation  notes  out  is  now  so  re- 
duced that  the  $260,000  of  Louisiana  State  bonds  are  ample  security,  besides 
there  >  now  past  due  up  to  Jan.  l«t,  1864,  $30,000  of  interest  coupons. 

We  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  receive  firom  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 
the  five  hundred  thoasand  dollars  Of  consolidated  City  of  New  Orleans 
bonds,  with  $60,000  of  interest  coupons  attached,  past  due  up  to  January 
Ist,  1864. 

Tours,  respeotfdlly, 
(Signed,)  Ghso.  A.  Fbsrbt,  Cashier. 
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OP  TH* 

MAJORITY  AND  MINORITY  OP  THE  FINANCIAL 
COMMISSION  OF  NEW  ORLEANS, 

UNDER  SPfiCUL  ORDERS  No.  69, 
ISSUED  BY  MAJOR   GBNEBAL   N.   P.BANKS, 

COMMAHDIKG  DBPABTMBHT  OF  THE  GULF. 
XJndler   I>ate  of  3£aroh   18*   1804. 


MAJORITY    REPORT. 


To  Major  6bn.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Oofmnanding  DqHuiment  qf  the  OvJif-— 
Oikcral: 

The  andereigoed,  appointed  by  you  under  Special  Order  No.  69,  glrea  oa 
the  18th  If  arch,  1864,  Commiasionere,  **  To  eceamiiw  and  rtpoH  xtpon  (hi  cod- 
dUUm  qf  all  Banks,  Inswrance  Offices,  Gas  and  BaUway  Companies  and  oAflr 
fInanMl  or  business  Oorporaiions  or  plher  Companies  in  Kew  Orleans,"  oow 
beg  leave  to  sabmit  to  70a  the  following  report  cf  their  operations  and  the 
result  thereof : 

The  Commission  was  organised  on  the  28th  of  March,  1864,  L.  O.  WDioii, 
Ewi.,  Chairman  ;  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  appointed ;  suitable  roont 
prepared ;  and  the  services  of  a  competent  and  assiduous  Accountant  ob- 
tained, which  have  materially  fiu^ilitated  the  Commission  in  its  labors. 

The  Banks  of  the  city  were  first  examined,  then  the  Insurance  Companies, 
and  finally  the  Gras  and  Railway  Companies. 
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The  ftnt  atep  taken  wm  to  demand  statemeDts  firom  each  of  the  following 
inetitatioBS,  vis : 

1.  New  Orleans  Dsainlsf  Company. 

2.  New  Orleans  Savings  Institution. 

3.  New  Orleans  Water  Works  Company. 

4.  New  Orleans  Gas  Light  Company. 

5.  New  Orleans  CItj  Railroad  Company. 

6.  St  Charles  Hotel  Company. 

7.  Bank  of  New  Orleans. 

8.  Bank  of  Louisiana. 

9.  Louisiana  State  Bank. 
10.  Bank  oT  America. 

IL  Crescent  City  Bank. 

•    12.  Merchants' Bank. 

19.*  Mechanics'  and  Traders'  Bank. 

14.  Southern  Bank. 

15.  New  Orleans  Canal  and  Bankteg  Company. 

16.  Citizens'  Bank  of  Louisiana. 
17.'  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana. 

18.  Consolidated  Association  of  the  ftlt^ters  of  Louisiana. 

19.  Branch  of  the  Louisiana  State  Bank. 

20..  New  Orleans  and  Texas  Railroad  Company. 

21.  Pontohartrain  Railroad  Company. 

22.  New  Orleans  and  CarroUton  Railroad  Company. 

23.  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  Company. 

24.  '  New  Orleans,  Opelousas  and  Great  Western  Railroad  Company. 

25.  New  Orleans,  Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company. 

26.  Union  Insurance  Company  of  New  Orleans. 

27.  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
2&  Star  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

29.  New  Orleans  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

SO.  Merahants'  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

31.  Louisiana  State  insurance  Company. 

32.  Louisiana  Mutual  Insuimnoe  Company. 

33.  Hope  Insurance  Compaoy. 

34.  Home  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

35.  Crescent  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

36.  Citizens'  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

37.  First  National  Bank  of  New  Orleans. 
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38.  LevM  SteMn  Cotton  Preen  Company. 

39.  Carondelet  Cuud  and  Nayigation  Coi^pan j. 

All  of  these  InstitationB  have  responded  ta  the  call  MEeept, 

1.  Mexican  Galf  Railroad  Companj. 

2.  New  Orleans  and  Texas  Railroad  Compan  j. 

3.  New  Orleans,  Jackson  and  Great  N^Nrthem  Railroad. 

The  reason  why  no  report  could  be  phtalned  from  tiie  Mexican  Gvolf  Rail* 
road  Company  was,  that  the  sole  owner  of  the  road  was  absent  from  the  city, 
and  his  Agent  unable  to  give  the  information  desired.  No  one  could  be  found 
in  charge  of  the  Jadcson  Railroad  Company  and  tiie  New  Orleans  and 
Texas  Railroad  Company,  upon  ^om  serrioe  could  be  made  of  our  Circu- 
lar, a  printed  copy  of  which  was  addressed  to  each  of  the  institutions  above 
named. 

The  various  reports  of  the  Banks  have  been  made  foto  the  Tableaux,  by 
which  their  nominal  condition  is  exhibited  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1861, 
1862, 1863  and  1864,  and  on  or  about  the  Ist  of  Apiih  1864,  when  they  wece 
examined  by  the  Commission.  These  Tableaux  are  hereto  annexed  and  letr 
tered  A,  Nos.  1, 2,  8,  4, 6,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10, 11  and  12. 

These  Tableaux  show  the  nominal  capital,  liabilities  and  assets  of  each 
Bank. 

To  ascertain  the  red  capital,  the  Commission  have  endeavored,  as  fully  as 
^thin  their  power,  to  make  a  fair  ccfth  estimate  of  the  assets  of  each  Bank. 
The  rebel  bonds  of  the  so-called  Confederacy,  those  of  the  State  of  Louisiatta 
'whilst  in  anarchy  and  insurrection,  as  well  as  those  of  the  various  parishes 
of  the  State  ;  treasury  notes  and  all  other  evidences  of  debt  inearred  in 
carrying  on  the  war  against  the  Union,  have  been  entirely  dteregarded,  as 
they  are  considered  by  your  Commission  as  having  no  pecuniary  value.  The 
bonds  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  issued  be- 
fbre  the  secession  of  the  State,  have  been  put  down  at  their  present  market 
price ;  the  real  estate  has  been  taken  at  the  figures  set  upon  it  by  the  Banks 
themselves ;  the  specie  at  current  rates  as  well  as  the  exchange  ;  and  the 
portfolios  of  each  at  a  valuation  of  ten  cents  on  the  dollar  for  all  protested, 
suspended  and  other  bills  and  notes.  The  liabilities  have  been  taken  at  the 
figures  given  by  the  Banks  themselves.  We  have  deducted  the  liabilities 
from  the  assets  thus  appraised,  and  in  this  way  have  ascertained  approxi- 
mately the  actual  cash  capital  of  eadi  BaniL,  and  what  we  consider  the  actual 
value  of  each  share  at  the  present  time.  These  operations  are  embraced  In 
the  Tableaux  hereto  annexed,  lettered  B,  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 4, 5,  6,  7,  8, 9, 10, 11 
and  12. 
From  which  it  appears  that  the  value  of  each  share  of  the  stock  of  the 

1.    Bank  of  America  is $     93  J2 

.  2.    New  Orleans  Canal  and  Banking  Company 29.86 

3.    Southern  Bank 82.69 
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4.    Louisiana  State  Bank No  yala« 

6.    Union  Bank  of  LoniBiana 17>4it 

6.  Mechanics'  *  Traders' Bank , / 38J6 

7.  Bank  of  New  Orleaas : ; 7.12 

8.  Citizens'  Bank  of  Louisiana 161.14 

9.  Bank  of  Louisiana No  raluo^ 

10.  Consolidated  AssoeiaMon  of  Planters —    — 

11.  Crescent  Olty  Bank 18.91 

12.  Mercliants'  Bank No  yalme. 

The  commercial  paper  held  by  the  Banlcs  is  drawn  or  eadoarsed  bj  com- 

paratively*  a  very  few  firms.  We  annex  a  list  of  forty^five  oi  the  most  prooH 
inent,  with  the  amoants  they  are  liable  for,  to  each  institntion.  It  will 
appear  from  an  examination  of  this  list|  that  over  two-thirds  of  all  the  paper 
held  by  the  Banks,  is  drawn  or  endorsed  by  these  parties.  See  Document . 
lettered  C,  hereunto  annexed.  Upon  this  commercial  paper  we  have  had 
great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  eonelnsion,  and  though  we  hare 
valued  it  at  a  seemingly  low  rate,  yet  we  entertain  serious  doubts  if  «t^ 
this  rate  will  ef  t*r  be  realized  on  it  Some  of  It  is  secured  by  mortgages  en 
plantations  more  or  fees  remote  ttwn  this  city  ;  some  of  it  bears  privilege  oa 
crops  long  since  lost  of  destroyed  ;  some  of  it  is  secored  by  paper  drawn 
by  planters.  Payment  of  any  of  it  at  the  present  time  is  not  expected  ;  and 
the  instances  are  very  rare  in  which  evf  n  the  interest  has  been  paid.  When 
it  is  considered  that  the  war  is  still  raging,  interest  and  taxes  accumulating, 
and  the  value  of  the  land  and  its  improvenents  daily  diminishing,  for  all 
purposes  of  present  use,  the  whole  of  this  suspended  debt  may  be  regarded 
as  without  any  value  whatever,  and  may  be  safely  left  out  of  any  oalcnla* 
tion  to  arrive  at  the  actual  value  of  the  shares  of  stock.  Hence,  the  resalt 
of  the  Conunission  is,  in  point  of  fhct,  more  favorable  to  the  Stookholden 
than  the  result  Hkely  to  attend  upon  a  regular  liquidation  of  these  Instita- 
tions. 

As  to  the  relations  of  the  Directors  towards  these  Institutions^  we  find  that 
their  interest  as  Stockholders  is  generally  small.  They  do  not  seem  to  be 
indebted,  except  in  two  instances,  to  the  Banks,  lor  an  amount  of  money 
worthy  of  any  comment.  Ttiese  Directors  are  represented  to  be  loyal  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  have  regularly  renewed  their  allegiance  to  the  nation. 
Soae  of  the  Directors  are  foreigners.  .  All  the  particulars  of  this  part  of  our 
enquiries  are  contained  in  Statements  lettered  D,  hereunto  annexed,  com- 
piled from  the  reports  of  the  Banlu  and  verified  as  far  as  possible  by  us,  and 
numbered  1  to  11. 

From  all  Of  these  Documents  the  business  of  the  Banks  will  appear  clearly. 
It  has  remained  almost  stationary  since  the  arrival  of  the  Federal  forces,  in 
April,  1S62.  The  Banks  are  all  now  in  virtual  liquidation.  For  two  yean 
past,  they  have  done  no  discounting.    Some  three  or  four  of  them  now 
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trantftct  a  little  ezchaoj^e  business  ;  but  tbe  profits  oo  this,  if  their  baUnoss 
in  EoFope  to  their  credit  at  the  beginnlDg  of  the  lebellion  be  abstracted, 
would  hardly  suffice  to  pay  their  current  expenses,  taxes,  inanranoe  and  io- 
terest  on  their  real  estate  and  liabilities.  In  short,  we  regard  them  as  elite 
inatltntlons,  founded  upon  a  system  which  is  now  without  life :  and  that  the* 
ezistenee  and  preTslence  of  a  well  settled,  well  defined  and  thorooghly  na- 
derstood  National  system  of  Finance  is  altogether  incompatible  with  the 
ftarther  continuance  and  existence  of  these  Banks,  organised  under  the  laws 
of  Louisiana,  and  mainly  based  upon  State  and  City  Bonds.  We  thinic  that 
it  is  for  the  interest  of  all  the  stockholders,  bill-holders,  creditors,  as  well  as 
the  public  in  general,  that  these  Banks  should  be  wound  up  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble :  their  banking-houses  sold  or  rented  out ;  their  officers  and  clerks  dis- 
charged, and  a  y!gorous  and  economical  liquidation  be  instituted. 

Some  of  these  banks  require,  in  our  opinioo,  immediate  attention.  We 
aUttde  particularly  to  the  If  erdtants'  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Louisiana.  In 
the  ease  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  no  one  has  charge  of  its  assets,  with  any 
view  of  liquidation.  J.  U*  Lepeyre,  Esq.,  the  custodian  of  theboolm,  papers 
and  sssets  of  this  Bank,  has  kindly  furnished  us  with  taU  statements  of  its 
present  condition,  and  informs  us  that  W.  N.  Meroer,  Jas.  D.  Denegre  and 
himself;  appointed  by  General  Botler  to  examioe  and  report,  etc.,  "  Always 
''imderetood  this  trust  to  be  a  tem[yrary  one,  for  a  special  purpose,  no 
''  written  order  having  been  communicate  to  us,  appointing  us  Commisdon- 
*^  ers  or  Liquidators.  We  haye  therefore  considered  ourselves /icnctw  q^lcio 
**  ever  since  November,  1868,  when  we  made  our  return  to  Gren.  BuUer.  *  * 
"  The  Merchants'  Bank,  as  a  financial  6orporation,  has  virtually  ceased  to 

^  *'  exist  There  are  no  Dhrectors  now  empowered  to  act,  nor  any  Commis- 
"  sinners  officially  appelated  to  take  charge  of  its  affairs." 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  laws  of  Louisiana  provide  satlsfkctorily  fbr  a 
speedy  and  economical  liquidation  of  corporations  similarly  situated ;  and 
under  Uiese  laws  the  proceedings  can  be  conducted  before  our  State  tribu- 
nals by  the  Attorney  General  or  the  Auditor  of  the  State. 

The  Bank  of  Louisiana  is  now  in  liquidation ;  but  great  iigustice  is  proba- 
bly to  be  expected  fh)m  the  iaot  that  this  liquidation  is  not  oanried  on  accord- 
ing  to  the  laws  of  the  State  above  alluded  to.  There  has  been  no  jndidal 
order  stay  log  proceedings  against  the  Bank.  AH  the  little  Magistrate  Conrts, 
as  Well  as  the  District  Ck>urts  of  the  city,  are  open  to  litigants  for  softs  on 
the  circulating  notes  of  the  Bank.  The  Justices  of  the  Peace  render  judg- 
ments on  these  notes  against  the  Bank,  which  are  affirmed  by  the  Third  Dis- 
trict Court  on  appeal    Thus  the  fortunate  suitor  who  can,  without  incon> 

Venience,  lay  out  of  his  money  for  some  eight  or  twelve  weeks,  gets  paid  in 
fhU  at  the  end  of  the  liquidation,  at  a  terrible  expense  to  the  Bank  in  costs  ; 
whilst  those  persons  who  are  compelled  to  sell  at  once,  on  account  of  their 
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necessilfes,  have  to  suffer  »  discount  of  forty  or  fifty  per  Centum.    The  con- 
dition af  this  Bank  is  anomalous. 

Her  immediate  liabilities  are $3,022,326  90 

Her  assets,  as  estimated  by  us 1,069,162'  00 

Apparent  daidt $1,953,164  90 

The  Bank  bts,  in  gold,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  $2,461,394  89-100.  If  ttie 
gold  is  ever  realized,  she  pays  easily  all  her  liabilities  and  has  a  handsome 
surplus.  If  the  gold  be  lost,  she  is  hopelessly  insolTent.  In  either  case,  a 
regular  liquidation  would  be  beneficial  to  all  parties  interested. 

The  Banks  of  this  city,  as  well  as  most  of  the  other  Institutions  examined 
by  the  Commission,  have  been  conducted  by  Directors,  of  whom,  if  not  all, 
certainly  a  large  majority  have  been  in  sympathy  with  the  rebellion  and  its 
leaders.  ^  These  insUtutions  are  found  with  large  aijiounis  of  bonds,  issued 
for  the  express  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  nation,  in  their 
possession.  All  the  Banks,  with  but  one  exception,  deliberately  violated  the  ' 
law  by  suspending  specie  payments  on  the  16th  September,  1861,  and  theii 
circulating  the  rebel  treasury  notes.  By  these  acts  they  forfeited  their  chttr- 
teis,  and  lent  material  aid  of  a  most  important  character  to  the  rebellion. 
Since  May,  1862,  their  4irection8  have  undergone  great  changes.  The  Di- 
rectors who  still  remain,  and  those  that  have  been  since  selected,  have  taken 
the  requisite  oaths  to  renew  their  allegiance.  Since  the  re-oocupation  of 
the  city  in  May,  1862,  we  have  found  no  evidence  of  any  aid  given  to  the 
rebellion.  * 

We  see  nothing  in  the  present  management  of  Banking  Companies  whtch 
entitle  them  to  any  degree  of  favor  and  protection  from  the  United  States. 
On  the  contrary,  they  seem  to  us  to  be  impediments  to  reconstruction  and 
progress ;  stagnant  pools  of  exploded  ideas  of  finance  based  upon  slavery ; 
and  that  it  would  be  wise  summarily  to  remove  them.  For  all  purposes  of 
commerce,  they  are  entirely  useless  to  the  business  community. 

We  find  in  the  various  lists  of  the  stockholders,  that  they  embrace  a  great 
variety  of  character  and  location.  •  But  the  great  mass  of  them  have  taken 
apparently  no  interest  in  the  management  or  in  the  choice  of  the  Directors.  . 
At  the  elections,  the  number  of  votes  Is  very  small.  We  cannot  appreciate 
any  private  interest  or  public  influence  of  the  non-resident  stockholders  in 
and  upon  the  political  and  social  affairs  of  Louisiana  and  the  country.  The 
resident  stockholders  seem  to  acquiesce  passively  in  the  acts  of  the  mana- 
gers of  their  property,  and  to  be  unwilling  to  give  themselves  any  trouble 
about  the  matter.  We  have  noticed  no  remarkable  number  of  shares  stand- 
ing to  a  single  name.  The  shares  are  distributed  in  small  lots  among  the 
stockholders.  Some  few  of  these  are  probably  traitors  to  their  country;  but 
the  great,  bulk  ef  those  residents  here  have  renewed  their  allegiance,  and 
await  the  march  of  eyents,    Could  they  be  induced  to  meet  together  and 
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diBcnas  what  were  best  to  be  done,  tbej  might  be  induoed  to  abandon  their 

present  organization,  and  resame  operations  under  the  National  Banking 

Law. 

The  Insuranoe  Companies  are  found  to  be  in  a  dmilar  condition  with  the 
Banks,  and  the  same  observations  as  to  the  lojaltj  of  the  directors  and  the 
inflnenoe  of  stockholders,  may  be  applied  to  them.  We  annex  their  con- 
densed statements,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  they  were  controlled  during 
the  rebellion  by  the  same  influences  as  the  Banks,  and  with  the  same  results. 
Some  of  them  have  been  oiganized  but  for  a  few  years,  and  offer  a  very  inse- 
enre  indemnity  in  case  ot  loss  to  the  assured.  Others,  again,  ^eem  to  be 
quite  strong  enough  to  transact  business  in  the  future.  But  in  all  of  them 
the  assets  have  diminished  most  materially  from  the  valuations  annexed  to 
them  by  the  Companies.    See  Document  lettered  E. 

We  think  that  the  Savings  Institution  is  a  very  insecure  depository.  If 
woBUd  up  now,  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  $75,000  at  least,  in  the  loans 
on  stocks.  The  liabilities  to  depositors  are  now  $223,113  73.  See  Docu- 
ment lettered  F. 

The  New  Orleans  Draining  Company  has  been  in  liquidation  for  some 
years  past,  under  the  charge  of  C.  Roselins,  Esq. 

The  Commercial  Water  Works  Company  and  the  New  Orleans  Gas  Light 
Company  seem  to  be  in  a  favorable  condition  financially,  and  require  no  fui^ 
ther  notice.  • 

The  St.  Charles  Hotel  Company,  the  Pontchartrain  Railroad  Company, 
the  City  Railroad  Company,  the  New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad 
Company,  the  Levee  Steam  Cotton  Press  Company,  and  the  Carondelet 
Canal  and  Navigation  Company,  are  apparently  in  a  safe  condition,  and 
waiting  for  a  change  of  times  to  enter  upon  their  usual  business.  At  present, 
their  operations  are  very  limited,  and  the  property  of  the  two  last  named 
institutions  is  employed  by  the  national  authorities. 

The  expenses  of  the  Commission,  for  derk  hire,  rent,  stationery,  etc., 
amount  to  twenty-six  hundred  dollars.  To  this,  according  to  the  Special 
Order  under  which  the  Commissioners  are  acting,  must  be  added  the  com- 
pensation to  which  the  Commissioners  themselv^  are  justly  entitled,  and  the 
amount  of  which  they  leave  entirely  within  your  discretion,  as  well  as  the 
mode  in  which  the  same  may  be  assessed  on  the  Institutions  examined. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  O.  WILSON,  Chaifman, 
CHARLES  W.  HORNOE, 
AUG.  DB  B.  HUGHES. 
S%w  Orleans,  If  ^  Z7, 1B64. 
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To  Major  OBMiRi.it  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commander  «f  Ihe  Deparlmmt  cf  ihe  CMff-^Neu)  Orleans, 
Sir: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Financial  Gomminlon  appointed  by  yoR, 
req>ectfall7  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  the  Report  presented  by  the  majority 
of  said  Commission,  for  the  following  reasons,  to-wit : 

1.  Becanse  that  Report  embraces,  indiscriminately,  all  the  Banks  in  iti 
interdiction,  whereas  many  of  them  are  entitled  to  a  much  Riore  liberal 

OOVTM. 

2.  Becanse  ^e  cannot,  nnder  present  circnBistaaoes,  arriye  at  a  jnst  trIr*- 
tion  of  the  portfolio  of  the  several  corporationi. 

Sw  Becanse  we  do  not  think  that  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  nor 
other  acts  of  the  several  Boards  of  Directors,  previous  to  the  re^estabUah- 
ment  of  the  Federal  authority  in  May,  1862,  a  saflcient  cause  of  peRalty 
against  the  preset  loyal  IHrectors  and  Stockholders. 

4.  Because  we  are  opposed  to  tiie  recommendation  of  the  nuo^rify,  that 
** These  Banks  should  be  woundup  as. soon  as  poasible^their  banking-hooate 
sold  or  rented  out,  their  officers  and  clerks  discharged,  and  a  vigorous  Uqul- 
dtttkm  instituted." 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  a  summary  liquidation  would  bring  great  ruin  upon 
the  whole  community. 

A  lew  of  these  institutions,  we  admit,  appear  to  be  so  much  involved,  that 
some  action  is  evidently  required  to  guard  the  public  against  any  fbrther 
loes;  But,  those  which  are  able  to  meet  their  liabilities  to  the  public,  although 
their  capital  may  be  compromised  by  the  ordeal  through  which  they  are 
now  passing,  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  unmolested, 
unless  their  Stockholders,  who  are  the  only  interested  parties,  should  deoi4o 
otherwise. 

,  A  large  number  of  these  Stockholders  are  residents  of  the  eity.  The  non- 
residents are  represented  by  their  agents,  and  If  they  do  not  themselves  uige 
a  tfquidation  at  the  present  moment,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  they  hope 
to  do  better  by  procrastinating. 
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The  fact  that  bat  a  small  vote  is  generally  given  at  the  election  of  Direo- 
ton,  is,  in  onr  minds,  no  proof  of  the  supineness  of  the  Stockholders,  bat 
simply  indicates  that  they  were  satisfied  with  the  management  of  their 
tmsteee. 

The  other  fact  noticed  by  the  minority,  that  the  interest  of  IMrecton 
as  Stockholders,  is  generally  **  yery  smaU,V  is  sufficiently  explained  by  the 
report  itself,  **  that  the  shares  a^  distributed  in  small  lots  amonfj^the  Stock- 
holders, who  embrace  a  great  yariety  of  character  and  location." 

Moreoyer,  Directors  are  not  chosen  solely  on  account  of  their  interest  in 
the  institution,  but  mainly  on  account  of  the  influence  they  conunand,  as  well 
as  for  their  capacity  in  financial  and  commercial  affairs. 

The  latio  of  ten  per  cent  adopted  by  the  majority  as  thA  ayerage  yalae  of 
the  notes  held  by  the  Banks,  seems  to  us  altogether  premature. 

In  times  like  these,  it  is  impassible  to  set  any  just  yaluation  upon  com- 
mercial paper,  the  payment  of  which  must  necessarily  depend  upon  so  many 
contifigencles. 

There  are  probably  many  notes  which  will  not  eyeotually  bring  more,  o** 
perhaps  as  much,  as  the  ratio  above  stated ;  but  a  large  number  of  them 
wttl,  in  our  opinion,  be  collected  with  comparatively  but  little  loss,  ahould 
quiet  be  restored  to  the  State,  which  event  seems  to  be,  from  present  indica- 
iioBS,  in  a  very  fair  way  of  accomplishmeni. 

Many  of  these  notes  are.  guaranteed*  by  mortgages  upon  improved  dty 
property,  and  upon  plantations  which  have  already  resumed  cultivaUon,  and 
which  promise  to  yield  valuable  crops,  that  will  enable  the  debtcrs  to  dis- 
obargo  many  liabilities,  or  at  least  the  interest  thereon. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that,  whk 
proper  management,  the  Banks  will  be  able  to  collect  a  much  larger  amount 
of  their  assets  than  they  would  otherwise,  under  a  forced  liquidation. 

It  must  be  evident  to  every  one,  even  those  the  least  conversant  in  suck 
matters,  that  should  the  recommendations  of  the  majority  be  adopted,  mad 
the  Msets  of  the  several  corporations  be  disposed  of  munmarily,  thereby 
throwing  suddenly  upon  the  market  several  millions  worth  of  bonds  and 
stocks,  their  depreciation  would  be  such  thai  scarcely  anything  would  be 
realised  by  the  unfortunate  Stockholders. 

Nor  would  (Key  be  alone  to  suffer ;  for,  the  moment  that  the  doors  of  tho 
Banks  would  be  closed,  their  notes,  which  are  now  at  par,  would  fkU  at  least 
50  per  cent,  thereby  inflicting  great  distress  upon  the  whole  community,  and 
more  particularly  upon  the  laboring  classes. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  liquidations  by  process  of  law  are  generally 
so  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  all  oonoemed>  that  only  yery  little,  if  anyi- 
thiag,  remains  to  be  divided  among  the  creditors.  This  is  so  well  understood 
by  merchants  and  capitalists  generally,  that  they  almost  invariably  prefer  to 
accept  any  cwnpromise,  rather  than  submit  to  the  diances  of  litigation. 
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The  list  of  "  fortj'flye ''  firms  which  are  represented  in  the  report  of  the 
majority  as  having  absorbed  two-thirds  of  the  loans  made  by  tiie  Banks, 
seems  to  call  for  some  explanation. 

These  firms  represented  a  majority  of  the  largest  cotton  and  sngar  factors 
of  this  city.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  making  advances,  in  the  way  of  sap- 
plies,  to  ihe  planters  of  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Arkansas  and  Texas,  as  well 
as  to  those  of  Looisiana,  in  anticipation  of  the  crops,  which  were  to  be  con- 
rigned  to  them ;  and  though  they  nnmber  but  "  forty-five  "  firms,  they,  in 
fact,  represented  aeoerai  thousand  planters,  who,  but  for  their  assistance,  eonld 
not  have  obtained  the  necessary  means  to  carry  on  the  planting  business. 

We  can  here  state,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  yearly  receipts 
of  cotton  at  this  port  averaged  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hundred  thousand 
bales,  and  of  sugar  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  hfads.— representeg, 
certainly,  over  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

It  is  easily  perceived  that  the  factors  could  not  possess  the  necessary  capi- 
tal to  carry  on  operations  of  such  magnitude ;  they  were  consequently 
obliged  to  have  rptourse  to  the  Banks  fbr  discounts,  and  in  order  to  protect 
themselves,  and  to  strengthen  their  own  position  towards  the  Banks,  tliey 
obtained  from  the  planter  a  mortgage  on  his  plantation,  or  a  privilege  on  his 
crop. 

In  ordinftry  times,  this  factors*  paper  was  very  regularly  paid  at  maturity, 
and  the  best  evidence  of  the  high  estimation  In  which  this  class  of  paper  was 
held,  is  to  be  Ibund  in  the  eagerness  with  which  It  was  sought  by  the  capital- 
iats  generally. 

It  is  very  true,  as  stated  by  the  minority,  that  no  expectation  is  even 
entertained,  at  present,  of  bollecting  either  principal  or  interest  on  these 
notes.  But  when  It  is  borne  In  mind  that  cultivation  on  most  of  the  planta- 
tions had  been  abandoned  or  snspended.  In  consequence  of  the  war,  and  that 
It  Is  only  since  February,  1864,  that  a  new  system  of  labor  has  been  organieed 
by  General  Order  No.  23,  It  Is  not  to  be  wondered  at  tiiat  no  seUlement  has 
as  yet  been  attempted,  but  strong  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  most  happy 
results  likely  to  flow  from  that  wise  measnre  will  soon  bring  a  fttvorable 
change,  and  will  enable  the  Banks  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  In  most 
cases. 

As  fiir  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  impose  no  penalty  on  the  Banks  for  the  non-payment  of 
deposits.  In  that  respeet  the  depositors  stand  In  the  same  relation  to  the 
Banks  as  any  other  creditor,  and  have  the  ordinary  recourse  to  law.  In  the 
crisis  of  1897,  when  the  Banks  of  the  city  were  npon  the  eve  of  suspension, 
they  midataioed  the  redemption  of  their  circulation  by  withholdtag  the 
deposits  for  a  short  time,  and  yet  they  Were  permitted  to  go  on  undisturbed. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  Banks,  In  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Lonislatta,  would  certainly  bo  snfBdent  cause  of  IbrfMture  of 
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their  charters,  were  it  not  for  the  iacontroTertiblefiiet,  that  that  meaaore  waa 
brought  oa  against  the  wishes  of  the  Banks  themselves,  and  bj  the  positive 
orders  of  the  authorities  at  Richmond,  and  by  the  prea^ng  remonstrances  of 
the  GoTemor  of  the  State  of  Looiaiana. 

The  statements  of  the  Banks  show  most  conclusiyely  that  they  were  all 
able  to  meet  their  liabilities  in  coin  at  the  time  they  were  forced  to  suspend , 
and  their  correspondence  equally  establishes  (he  fact  that  they*  strenuously 
refosed  to  comply  with  the  injunction  up  to  the  16th  September,  1861,  and 
that  they  yielded  only  when  tiiey  were  threatened  with  the  adoption  of  hanh 
measures  to  compel  obedience.  * 

Under  such  trying  oircnmstanoes,  it  is  velry  evident  that  the  Banks  had  no 
other  alternative  but  thai  of  submiaeion,  and  in  our  opinion  it  would  be  very 
unjust  to  accuse  them  of  having  *'  deliberately  su^ended  specie  payments  to 
circulate  the  rebel  treasury  notes.''  Nor  would  it  be  fair  to  hold  the  Direo- 
tora  and  Stookhol4gw  responsible  for  the  assistaooe  iHiich  these  institutions 
gave  to  the  Confederate  caose,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  pressure  of  the 
military  power  waa  such,  ths*  it  would  have  been  imposrible  for  the  Banks 
and  Ins^pmee  Companies  to  have  resisted  it,  and  no  one  who  was  known  to 
have  the  command  of  means  ceald  escape  the  general  demand  for  a  portion 
of  them. 

Besides,  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United^tates  having 
offsred  an  amneaty  to  all  those  who  would  reneiv*  their  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  Goyemment,  and  these  parties  having  complied  therewith,  it  would  be, 
we  think,  a  violation  of  the  expressed  and  pledged  fkith  of  the  President, 
aoting  under  a  special  aot  of  Congress  authoriKing  him  to  do  so. 

Moreover,  titese  instltations  being  mere  representatives  of  the  interests  of 
private  individuals,  we  oan  see  no  reason  why  this  peculiar  interest  should 
be  more  harshly  dcjpdt  with  than  other  property  belonging  to  oitiaens  who 
were  equally  iavolved  by  tbeir  past  acta  and  sympathies  in  &vaf  of  secession, 
wUoh  have  since  been  eondenmed  by  the  Prerident. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  all  the  corporation^  of  this  dty  were  found  by 
your  Commissioners  with  large  amounto  of  war  bonds  in  their  possesion. 
But,  in  our  opinion,  this  is  satisfactorily  ea^lained  by  the  fkct  U&at  tiieae 
iilstitutions  were  compelled  by  the  then  existing  ctuihorUies  to  receive  several 
mUlioM  of  dollars  of  Coufiaderate  treasury  notes  in  payment  of  debts  due 
them,  which  thcj  determined  to  invest  in  bonds  bearing  S  per  cent  interest, 
instead  of  holding  the  treasury  notes  bearing  no  interest  This,  howerer, 
made  no  difforenee  in  their  position,  as  tliey  would  have  been  found  in  pes- 
I  of  a  much  laiger  amount  of  tiie  latter,  had  tiiey  aot  taken  the  war 


From  the  day  of  Mspenaion,  16th  September,  1861,  all  the  Corporations  of 
the  city,  (as  well  as  individnals,)  had  to  receive  in  payment  and  on  deposit 
the  Confederate  treaavry  netes.    Beaee  tim  great  aocumnlatian  of  thia  cur- 
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rency  In  tbeir  vaalts,  and  a  large  increase  in  their  line  of  deposits.  It  bad 
been  agreed,  however,  with  the  depositors,  that  they  would  receive  in  ristiim 
payment  in  the  same  currency  which  they  had  deposited ;  but  on  the  19th  of 
Hay,  1862,  Major  Greneral  Butler  issued  his  Order  No.  30,  forbidding  the 
Banks  "  to  pay  out  any  more  Confederate  notes  to  their  depositors  or  credi- 
tors, but  that  all  deposits  be  paid  in  the  bills  of  the  Bank,  United  Sttttes 
Treasury  Notes,  gold  or  silver ;  authorbdng  them»  at  the  same  time,  to  reoMve 
the  Confederate  notes  for  any  of  their  bills,  until  the  27th  of  May,  1862." 

The  consequence  of  this  order  was,  that  on  the  aforesaid  day,  the  Banks 
were  burdened  with  a  heavy  amount  of  Confederate  notes,  which  they  have 
still  on  hand,  or  have  invested  as  befbte  stated,  in  bonds  bearing  tntereil^  or 
in  the  purchase  of  ootton-'-one  of  them,  the  Looiriana  State  Bank,  io  the 
amount  of  16.000  bales,  wbSofa  they  entertain  strong  hopes  of  bringing-  to 
market  sooner  or  later. 

Against  this  large  amount  of  ConfMerate  treasury  notes,  tbosforoed  upon 
them,  the  Banks  had  to  issue  their  own  bills  to  the  amount  of  over  six  mil- 
lions of  doUiirs,  as  shown  by  the  fbllowing  slalimemt : 

Louisiana  State  Bank,  forced  circulation $2,000,000 

Citizens' Bank ^ 992,000 

Mechanics' and  Tradiars' Bank ...       667,850 

Uak>nBaBk 255,375 

Crescent  Citf  Bank , 67,667 

Canal  Bank 330,000 

New  Orleans  Bank 947<§70 

Bank  of  Louisiana,  over 1,200,000 

Bank  of  America ^ 274,615 

'  Total  forced  circulation $6,715.^77 

Had  it  not  been  for  <3ils  Order  No.  SO,  the  Banks  would  have  paid  over  to 
their  depositors  (be  Confederate  notes  they  had  reeeived  firom  them,  asy  we 
may  say,  special  deposits ;  they  would  not  have  isaned  several  millions  of 
their  own  bills, 'and  wootd,  this  day,  have  tbelr  liabilities  proportlooalely 
rednoed,  and  neaily  all  their  assets  to  represent  their  capHttL 

We  cannot  agree  iHth  tiie  mi^rity  report,  '*  that  the  present  nuuiageMent 
of  the  Banking  Companies  is  an  impediment  to  recoMtmction  and  progrsts." 

They  may  liot  be  able  at  present  to  aflfbrd  any  material  aid  to  the  bittineaa 
community,  but  they  are  not  oertainly  in  the  way  of  a&y  olber  ineHtstion 
doing  so.  The  First  National  Bank,  which  was  organlfled  bere  six  months 
ago,  is  apparently  doing  a  profitable  business,  and  if  the  yesonrees  of  the 
State  could  be  properly  developed  under  present  circumstances,  wesEre  eon- 
fldent  that  other  institutions  would  soon  spring  up  under  the  natkmnl  system, 
notwithstandiig  the  existence  of  the  old  eorporations. 

It  may  be  that  the  Banking  Companies  of  this  city  *<  are  not  entitled  to  any 
degree  of  i^ivor  from  tho  United  States."    Since  May,  1862,  tb(  se  institutions 
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have  not  been,  it  b  true,  in  %  position  to  be  of  eerFice  to  the  Govemmant, 
wiUi  the  exception,  however,  of  such  as  liave  operated  in  Exchange,  and 
have  bought  from  the  United  States  Quartermast^  his  clrafts  upon  the  treai- 
nry.  Nevertheless,  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  '*  that  the  Direclions  bsTs 
undergone  great  changes  since  the  reoccupadon  in  Jfay,  1862,  and  that  the 
new  Directors  have  all  taken  the  reqoired  oaths  of  allegiance."  We,  there- 
fore, can  see  nothing  in  their  pr69«n(  management  which  should  deprive  them 
of  the  protection  that  the  Government  extends  to  Its  loyal  citiaens,  and  to 
those  foreigners  who  show  due  obedience  to  the  laws. 

Although  the  Savings'  Bank  has  suifwed  some  depreciation  in  her  capital, 
Meording  to  the  estimate  |daoed  upon  its  aasets  by  your  Commission,  yet  we 
do  not  consider  it  in  any  way  as  *'  an  insecure  depodtory."'  Its  afOurs  are 
managed  by  honorable  men,  who  have  introduced  the  strictest  economy  in 
all  its  expenses,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  having  continued 
to  pay  its  depositors  during  the  eventful  times  through  which  it  has  passed  in 
the  last  three  years,  it  will  be  able  to  meet  all  its  liabilities  to  the  end. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  i|  all  its  depositors  were  to  call  simultaneously  for 
their  funds,  the  Bank  would  not  be  able  to  satiBfy  them.  But,  how  many 
institotions  in  our  country,  even  among  the  best,  could  withstand  such  a  con- 
tingency !  We  believe  that  there  are  none.  But  it  is  not  probable  thatsnch 
a  calamity  will  befall  the  Bank,  unless,  indeed,  the  depositors,  who  are  gen- 
erally of  a  laboring  class,  Should  become  unnecessarily  Aarmed  tbroogh 
exaggerated  reports. 

The  Bank  was  established  in  1855.  Since  that  time  to  theSOth  April,  1864, 
(a  period  of  nine  years,)  it  has  received  from  depositors  $2,905,908  86>100, 
and  has  paid  $2,679,175  63-100.  Its  payments  to  depositors  since  October, 
1860,  to  30th  April,  1864,  have  been  $328,452  3>100.  A  large  number  of 
the  depositors  have  had  their  money  in  the  Bank  for  a  long  time,  and  are 
drawing  the  interest  thereon. 

In  relation  to  the  Insurance  Oompuiies,  we  would  respectfully  represent 
that  there  is  not,  in  our  o^ien.  the  sligh^t  ground  for  any  hardi  proceed- 
ings against  such  of  them  as  possess  adequate  means  to  protect  the  public 
who  may  hold  their  policies ;  and  this  is  unquestionably  the  case  with  a  veiy 
large  portton  of  them. 

A  few  of  them,  organized  since  a  few  years,  may  not  offer  as  much  security 
to  the  assured  in  case  of  losa;  but,  as  the  statements  of  all  the  Companies 
are  always  open  to  the  public,  being  published  in  the  newspapers,  it  is  for 
the  assured  to  judge  of  the  Companies  which  offer  the  most  ample  guar- 


Moreover,  it  is  but  just  to  state,  that,  although  in  certahi  years  the  losses 
sustained  by  these  Companies  have  been  extremdy  hMvy^  yet  in  no  instance 
have  they  failed  to  pay  promptly  all  just  claims  for  property  destroyed. 

It  is  also  proper  to  remark,  that  the  fact  of  the  assets  of  these  Companies 
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not  bdng  snflldeiit  to  redeem  the  whole  uioimt  of  aciip  ivmed  by  Uiem,  Is 
no  proof  of  their  ioeolTencj. 

Theee  scrips,  amounting  to  $6,414,493  36-100,  are  not  to  be  considered  as 

''liabilities  f  they  being  issaed  for  profile  made,  and  not  payable  ezoept 

when  the  capital  of  the  Companies  are  ftiUy  made  up,  and  they  are  subject 

to  curtailments  in  case  the  losses  sustained  should  encreaeh  upon  the  ci^ital. 

Respectftdly  submitted, 

K  P.  DUCONGB, 
G.  lOLTENBERGEB. 
Nnw  Oelianb,  June  Is^  1864. 
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Ang.  28, 1862. 


Specie  in  Confederaoj 

Specie  in  vaalt 

380  Bonds  of  the  dij  of  New  Orleans,  6  per  cent 

Louisiftna  State  Bonds,  6  per  cent  and  8  pier  cent 

New  Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great  Northern  R.  R.  Co.'s  Bonds. 

Confederate  and  Parivh  Bonds  .  # 

RealEitote 

Loans. 


Ezcbani 
Dne  by  Banks 
Other  Assets 
Over  Drafts. 


and  Domestle.. 


Total  Resources. 


URRCHANTS'  BANK— UABIUTIK8. 


160,(H)0  00 

8,000  00 

880,000  00 

125,000  00 

100.000  00 

28.000  00 

20,000  00 

622,861  90 

6,681  04 

5,026  96 

86.836  21 

8,722  96 


$1,396,128  06 


Aug.  23,  1862. 


Capital 

Circulation 

Deposits 

Dne  Banks 

Other  Liabilities  (dindends) 

Total  liabilities 


$862,200  00 

392y316  26 

91,600  68 

21,244  19 

7,208  00 


$1,364,464  02 


TABLBAU  A- NUMBER  XH. 

C0N8OLTDATR1)  A880CTATI0N  OP  THK  PLANTBRS  OP  LOUISIANA— RB80UR0BS. 


. 

March  31,  1864» 

Stockholders ; 

$  80,698  87 

Stockholders  in  Arrears 

138,748  67 

Bills  Receivable 

185.730  18 

T^Bg  Lo<*ns  on  Mortg^age. . .  x .  ^  x   .  4, 4.  i.  ^  * . . » « ^ . . .  .\ . . . . . . .  > 

10)590  00 

Real  Eitate  

16.558  10 

Bank  Stocks. , 

73,776  00 

Contribntions  in  Arrears 

68,862  00 

Twenty-five  City  of  New  Orleans  Consolidated  Bonds 

Cash 

23,612  60 
21,878  44 

Other  Assets •. 

164  83 

Total  Resonrces 

$620,112  64 

OONHOUDATBD  ABBOCIATlbN  OP  THB  PLANTIB8  OP  LOUISIANA—UABILTflBB. 


March  31, 1864. 


Annexes  to  the  State  Bonds. 

Coupons  of  Interest 

Special  Deposits ; . . 

Total  LiahttiUes 


$538,800  00 
39,136  16 
20,236  26 


$698,172  40 
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TABLBAU   B— NUMBER  I. 

BAKK  OF  AMERICl.— ISSETB. 

Spede $96,728  44  valued  at  $183,141  00 

Legal  Tender  and  Current  Notes 117,156  55        do         117,156  00 

S69  State  La.  Bonds,  (rebel)  $26,900  {  kq  taa  aa        a^  il  lAn  on 

34  do        do    (old        24.000  f  6^700  00        do  14,400  00 

287  N.  0.  City  Bonds,  (old)  $1000  each ....  243,950  00  do  243,950  00 

Confederate  Stetes  and  Parish  Boiids 27/MM)  00  do  

BaskStocks 67,625  00  do  13,200  00 

Coupons  on  Bonds  with  Auditor .  10,044  99  do  10,045  00 

Creeoent  City  Bank  Notes 517  50  do  517  00 

Confederate  States  Notes 57,540  00  do  

Domestic  Exchange 45.644  40  do  45,664  00 

Foreign  Exchange 57,748  55  do  87,000  00 

llerohanU' Bank  Notes 5,405  50  do  2,162  00 

Sundry  Parish  Notes  (war) 6,187  98  do  

Port  Folio 116,998  48  do  64,003  00 

TotalAssets $906,247  39  valued  at      $771,238  00 

Assets  as  above  valued $771,238  00 

labilities  exclusive  of  Capital 298,345  00 

$472,893  00 
Five  thousand  and  seventy-eight  shares  valued  each  at  $93  12. 


TABLBAU  B— NUMBER  XL 

HEW  OBUBANS  OINAL  AND  BANKING  GOMP^NT— ASSETS. 


Port  Folio $1,439,825  71 

Less  Parish  Bonds 39,197  30 


$1,439,825  71  valMat  $143,982  00 


$1,400,628  40. 
Capital  of  Branches  out  of  existence $    46.994  91  valued  at 


New  Canal  Improvement 1,084,003  96  do 

Real  Estate 228,751  56  do 

Bellfbuntaine  Plantetbn 1,000  00  do 

Lands  in  Texas 8,291  40  do 

Twenty-three  Slaves 27,561  63  do 

Protested  Exchange  and  Paper  (consid- 
ered bad 55,379  58  do 

Confederate  Bonds,  La.  State  Bonds  and 

Loan(war) 1,024,588  49  do 

Foreign  Exchange ', 448.494  42  do 

Domestic  Exchange  180,527  23  do 

Specie  in  Confederacy 500,000  00  do 


228.751  00 
1,000  00 


896,000  00 
180,527  00 


Amount  carried  forward $5,045,418  89       do  $1,450,260  00 
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Amoant  broogbt  fcrward $6,045»418  89  yalaod  $1,450,260  00 

SpecieinVaaU 15,453  00  do  29,360  00 

Coniedermte  Notes 214,380  00  do          

Merchants' Bank  Notes 510  00  do  200  00 

Crescent  Citj  Notes 71150  do  560  00 

Bank  of  Louisiana 150  00  do  90  00 

Legal  Tender  Notes 865,244  06  do  865,244  00 

B.J.HartftGo 5,740  00  do  5,740  00 

Stock  N.  0.  and  G.  N.  B.  B 529  84  do          

TotalAisets $6,148,137  29  $2,351,454  0§ 

Assets  as  above  valned $2,351,454  00 

labilities, ezclnsiTe  of OapitaL 1,406,632  00 

Surplus $944,822  00 

31,640  shares  valued  at  $29  86  each. 


TABLEAU  B— NUMBER.  IIL 

SOOTBEBM  BANK— ASSITB. 

$$l  aty  Consolidated  6  pet  ct  Bonds.  $  ,504,600  00  valued  at  $  477,900  00 

Beal  Estate 96,829  25  do  96.830  00 

Confederate  Notes 49,405  98  do               

About  800  bis  Cotton  in  Confed'cj,  cost  46,707  02  do               

St  Charles  Hotel  Bonds 14,000  00  do  14,000  00 

State  and  Citj  bonds  (war) 120,000  00  do                 

Confederate  and  Faridi  Bonds 86,838  82  do               

Exchange 38,677  87  do  38,677  00 

Specie 30,962  73  do  58,900  00 

1,453  Shares  of  own  Stock 145,300  00  do               

Interest  Coupons  with  Auditor 5,850  00  do  5.850  00 

Current  Funds. . .  .* 1,544  81  do  1,544  00 

Insurance  Scrip 240  00  do  100  00 

PortFolio 71,835  97  do  30,000  00 

Suspense  Account 6,933  72  do               

Total  Assets $1,219,226  17        do  $723,801  00 

Assets  as  above  valued ,$723,801  00 

LiabUiUes  exclusive  of  Capital 17,868  00 

Surplus $705,938  00 

Capital $1,000,000 

Less  held  by  Bank 145,500 

$854,700 
8/^7  shares  valued  at  $82  69  each. 
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TABLEAU  B-NUMBffit  W. 

LOUISIANA  8TATB    BANK  — 1.88BT8. 


Port  FoUo $2,643,879  67 

Leas  Parish  Bonds. . . .       73,879  63 


$2,043,879  57  Talned  at     ^  S64,S$7  00 


$2,569,999  94 

Real  Estate 

Sundry  Assets  as  per  Statement  B. . . . 
Mortgage  on  McHatton's  Plantation. . 
Cronfederate  notes  in  transitn,  in  cotton 

ConiMerate  and  State  Notes 

Gitj  and  Current  Banlc  Notes 

Bank  of  Louisiana  Notes 

Crescent  Ci^  Bank  Notes 

Merchants'  Bank  Notes 

Bank  of  New  Orleans  Notes 

United  States  Treasury  Notes 

Louisiana  State  Bonds  (new) 

Confederate  State  Bonds 

City  Bonds  Consolidated. 

Specie  in  transitu  (Confederacy) 

Specie  in  Vault, 

Exchange .^ 


121,753  77  Talned  at 

121.753  00 

45,634  47 

do 

10,000  00 

31,080  00 

do 

25,000  00 

1,081,682  39 

do 

•■•••••• 

77,772  00 

do 

70,578  69 

do 

70,57&  00 

11,960  00 

do 

7,176  00 

9,365  00 

do 

7,493  00 

60,761  00 

do 

24,000  00 

37,870  00 

do 

30,296  00 

310,299  53 

do 

310,299  00 

1,076,000  00 

do 

900,000  00 

do 

241,440  00 

do 

241,440  00 

632,720  60 

do 

197,301  05 

do 

374,870  00 

428,386  91 

do 

850,000  00 

Total  Assets $7,377,484  88 


$2,337,291  00 


Liabilities.  exdusHre  of  Capital $4,066,48100 

Assets  as  aboye  valued 2,337,391  0$ 


Deficit 

20,000  Shares;  no  Talue. 


.$1,719,190  00 


TABLEAU  B-NUMBER  Y. 

URION  BAKK — A8SBT8. 

PortFolio $1,238,368  63Taluedat    $123,836  00 

Bonds,  Louisiana  State  (new) 250,000  00       do  

Bonds,  Louisiana  Stete  (old) 250,000  00  do 

Bonds,  City  Consolidated 500,000  00  do 

Bonds. Confederate  andParish 44,000  00  do 

BealBBtate 56,447  66  do 

Protested  Exchange,  Benson,  N.  Y. . . .       22,430  86  do 
Taxes  on  Real  estate  held  id  Trust, 

Memphis. i.812  36  do 

Twen^  Bonds  Treyerton  Coal  Mines. 

$1000each 15,494  14  do 

Due  from  sundry  banks  for  protests  etc.            78  69  do 

Amount  carried  forward $2,381,682  24  do           $812,783  30 


175,000  00 
450,0i()0  00 

66,447  00 


7,500  00 
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Amoaat  brought  forwMrd. $2^1,632  24 

ILMorgMiA  Son,  New  York  Ezchaoffe  217  56 

CoapOM  on  Bondi  in  Anditor'k  bandi  90,000  00 

Bpeelo 76S  68 

Legal  Tender  Notoe 32463  02 

City  Mid  Gorrent  Bank  Notes 12,083  00 

Bank  of  New  Orleans  Notes 6,800  00 

Bank  of  Louisiana  Notes €9,699  60 

Cresoent  atr  Bank  Notes 13,276  00 

Merchants'  Bank  Notes 19,204  60 

Notes.  State  La.  and  Jaokson  R.  R.. .  7,075  60 

Sundries. 30  00 


IW 

Talaed  at 

$812,783  00 

do  . 

do 

90,666  66 

do 

1,400  00 

do 

32,053  00 

do 

12.033  00 

do 

6,200  00 

do 

42.000  00 

do 

11900  00 

do 

7,680  00 

do 

do 

30  00 

TotalAssets $2,632,774  00  $1,015,079  00 

Assets  as  above  rained 1,015.079  00 

Uabmtles  exelnsiTe  of  capital 753,794  00 

Snrplns $267,285  00 

15,000  shares,  yaloed  at  $17#I2  each. 

TABLEAU  B— NUMBER  VL 

MBCHANIC8'  AND  HUDBBS'  BANK^ASSETB. 

Portfolio $  662,692  «2Talaedat$     66,270  00 

26  Parish  Bonds,  (war  purposes) 23,024  91  do              

Bonds  Confederate  States 165,600  00  do               

Bonds,  Louisiana  State,  Conied.,  (war)  307,500  00  do               

600  City  Consolidated,  with  Auditor. .  500,000  00  do  450,000  00 

11  CiU,  Jackson  and  O.  N.  Railroad. .  11,000  00  do  8,800  00 

Two  Bills  ReceiTable 2,600  00  do              

Sundry  Exchange,  protested,  bad.. . . .  33,462  04  do              

Re^il  Estate 54,000  00  do  54,000  00 

Loan  to  La.  State,  Confederate  war...  29,333  32  do              

Gold  in  Confederacy 260,000  00  do                

Specie  in  yault 27,183  00  do  51.300  00 

Legal  Tender  Notes 134,260  57  do  134,250  00 

Local  Notes 14,681  00  do  14,681  00 

Confederate  Notes 21,963  00  do              

Domestic  Exchange 2,879  69  do  2.379  00 

Foreign  Exchange,  par 246,323  75  do  492,646  00 

TotalAssets $2;485.993  80  $1,274.326  00 

Assets  as  above  Talued 1,274.326  00 

LiabiUties,  exclusiye  of  Capital 777,011  00 

$497,315  00 
15,000  shares,  valued  at  $33  15  each. 
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TABLEAU  B-NUMBBR  YIL 

B1.HK    OF    NKW    OELB  1.K8— 1.88XT8. 


Portfolio...., $1^73.558  90 

Law  Pariah  Bonds 23^06  18 


$1^78^8  90  Ttlned  at  $167,855  00 


$1^0,052  72 

432  Bonda,  Citj  ConaoUdatod 

17  Bonds,  Citj  RaUroad 

322  Bonds,  State,  (old) 

Real  Estate 

272  shares  Bank  of  New  Orleans  Stock. 

Due  firom  Distant  Banlcs. 

Snecle 

United  States  Treasury  Notes. 

Merchants'  Bank  Notes 

Bank  of  Loaisiana  Notes 

Crescent  Ci^  Bank  Notes 

Exchange,  Foreign  and  Domestio 

Bonds,  State  Louisiana,  (itew) 

Confederate  States  Bonds 

Purchase  of  cotton  of  Confederate  States 

in  Gold ^ 

Past  due  Coupons  on  Citj  Bonds 

New  Orleans  Citj  Notes 

Total  Assets $3,701,065  64  $1^0.449  00 

Assets  as  aboye  valued 1,360,449  00 

LiabiUties,  exdusiye  of  Capital :  1,219,879  00 

Surplus $   140,570  00 

Capital 2,000,000  00 

Lees  held  by  Bank 27,200  00 

$1,972,800  00 
19,728  Shares,  yaleed  at  $7  12  each. 


432,000  00 

17,000  00 

322,000  00 

90,000  00 

23,780  00 

145  28 

78,325  95 

211,171  00 

20,972  50 

7,674  00 

8,275  00 

19.298  02 

227*500  00 

178,000  00 

405,000  00 

85,590  00 

874  99 


388,800  00 
13,(M00 

226,400  00 
90,000  00 


148,820  00 

211,171  00 

8,400  00 

4,600  00 

6,640  00 

19,298  00 


85,690  00 
875  00 


TABLEAU  B— NUMBKl  VUL 


00N80UDATBD  ASSOOUlTION  OF   THE    PLAKTEB8  OF  LOUOUKA — ^AaSBH, 

Stockholders'  Notes  and  Bills  Receivable 
on  Mortffaffe,  as  per  Bank  Statement. .  $415,767  17  valued  at  $415,767  00 

RealEstate 16,558  10  16^53  00 

700  shares  Bank  of  Louisiana 70,000  00  . .           14,000  00 

44  shares  Commercial  Bank 3,775  00  2,640  00 

Contributions  in  Arrears 68,862  00  68,862  00 

25  Consolidated  Otv  Bonds. . '. 23,612  50  . .           22.500  00 

Cashltems. 21,378  44  20,000  00 

Sundries,  Fees  of  Court,  Ac 164  33                 

TotalAssets $620,112  54  $560,322  00 

Liabilities  as  reported 598,172  00 

Assets,  valued  at 660,322  00 

Deficit $37,850  00 
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NoTB.— There  are  stiU  two  Contrlbiitloiki  due  by  the  Stookbolden  of  %$ 
per  Share,  (due  Ut  Jose,  1864  and  1866,)  Mioimtiiig  each  to  $31,248,  which 
do  not  appear  in  the  aaeeta  of  the  Bank,  and  which  will  ooTor  the  apparent 
deficit 

Unmber  of  Shares,  5,208. 


TABLEAU  B-NUMBER  IX. 

bjlkk.  of  louibiasa— assbts. 

Speciein  Confederacy ...$2,461,394  89Taiiiedat  .... 

Specie  in  Vault 677  85        ..           $1,200  00 

Merchants'  Bank  Notes,  etc. 13,763  25        . .             5,400  00 

Confederate  SUtes  Notes  in  Confederacy 

andonhand 475,994  50 

Pert  VoUo $2,123,691  24] 

Less Parirfi Bonds.,..       57,270  71 1  j^ij3^e91  24        ..          212,370  00 

$2,066,420  53  J 

Loans  through  Dr.  Duncan 104,610  00                     10,460  00 

RentNotes 650  00 

108  City  Bonds  to  Charity  Hospital  and 

Second  Municipality,  $97,600 92,532  00        . .            92,532  0$ 

Louisiana  State  and  Confederate  States 

Bonds, 1,050,000  00 

Pontchartrain  Railroad  Stock. 6,512  50        . .             2,500  00 

Bond8,Pari8hof^t  Baton  Rouge...  500  00 

Texas  Indemnity,  5  per  cent  Bonds. . .  1,000  00        . .             1,000  00 

Inland  Exchange,  (bad.) 13,000  00                        .... 

Loan  on  our  own  Stock,  (about  par). .  29,088  71                       6,000  00 

Real  Estate 106,894  66                    106,894  00 

Foreign  Exchange 16,56114                     81,000  00 

Northern  and  Western  Banks. 11,884  81        . .            11,884  00 

Bonds  and  Kotes  bearing  Mortgage. . .  587,923  40        . .          587,923  00 

Total  Assets $7,096,678  95  $1,069,163  00 

LiabiUUee,  exclusiye  of  Capital 3,022,327  00 

Assets  as  aboye  valued 1,069,163  00 

Deficit $1,953,164  tO 

Capital,  as  reported,  $2,793,500  00. 
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TABLEAU  B-NUIIBER  X 


CBB80BNT    CITT    BANK^ABIBTS. 

Port  Folio $    782,062  76  yalaed  at  $    78.206  00 

191  Ciij  BoDdfl,  Railroad 191,000  00        . .  162.350  00 

96  Loaisiana  State  Bonds 95,500  00  67,200  00 

CooMerate  States,  Loaisiana  State  and 

PariahBonds 104,100  00 

Nelson  Clements,  Texas 2,200  61  

John  Dickinson,  Texas. 127  76        ..  

Confederate  States  Notes 32,187  28 

Specie 4,000  00        ..  7,600  00 

Specie  in  Montgomeij,  Alabama 162,658  50  

275  shares  Crescent  City  Bank  Stock. .         27,500  00  

Sundry  NotM 11^62  66  11,262  00 

Interest  Coupons  on  Bonds  In  Auditor's 

hands. 21,890  00        . .  21,890  00 

TotalABsets $1,434,489  57  $348,508  00 

Assets,  as  abo^e  yalned 848^8  00 

Liabilities,  exclusiTe  of  Capital 210,412  0» 

Surplus $  138,096  00 

Capital,  as  reported 1,020.300  00 

Less 27,500  00 

Actual  Capital $  992,800  00 

Each  riiare  valned  at  $13  91. 


TABLEAU  B-NUMBER  XI. 

CmZENS*  DANK— JlSSBTS. 

Port  Folio $2,839,172  83 

Less  Parish  Bonds,  etc..     542,243  60 

$2,296,000,929  23 
Bank  has  reduced  the  aboye  to. .  ^ . .  .$1,674,811  99 
Louisiana  State  Bonds,  8  per  ct.,  (war)     737,000  00 

Levee  Bonds,  Coupon  Account,  etc. .  1,679  98 

Coin  for  securing  Draft  in  New  York,  5,167  40 

Real  Estate,  New  Orleans 109,500  00 

Real  Estate,  Shreveport 25,000  00 

Specie  in  Vault 170,060  45 

Specie  in  Shreveport 19,027  08 

Legal  Tender  Notes 955,635  00 

Excbange,  Domestic 505,197  08 

Exchange,  Foreign 1,403,235  94 

Local  Bank  Notes 16,700  00 

Merchanto'  Bank  Notes 24,330  00 

Amount  carried  forward $595,345  92 


nedat 

$229,692  OO 

do 

do 

do 

1,679  00 

do 

5,167  oa 

do 

109,500  00 

do 

25,000  00 

do 

323,000  00 

do 

do 

955,655  00 

do 

505.197  00 

do 

2,860.000  00 

do 

16.700  00 

do 

9,720  00 

do 

$5,061,310  00 
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Amoant  bronsbt  forward $595,345  92    rained  $5,061,810  00 

Orescent  City  Bank*  Notes 27^32,50       do  21,000  00 

Insurance  Scrip,  Sun  Ins.  Co.,  1869.. .         1,152  06       do  400  00 

Hope  &  Co.,  Amsterdam,  Special  Acct     189,500  00       do  189,500  00 

Local  Notes  in  Shreyeport 1,137  50       do  

Specie  at  par  in  New  York 100,000  00       do  185,000  00 

Mortgage  Stock  Department 524,462  96       do 

TotalAsseta .,...'....$6,491,129  94               .  $5-437,190  $0 

Assets  as  above  valued $5,437 , 1 90  00 

Uabilities,  exclusive  ol  Capital 3,170,073  00 

■■    ■  it' 

Surplus ,,., $2,267,117  00 

15,000  shares,  valued  at  $151  14perriiai«. 


TABLEAU  B— NUMBER  XIL 

MIROHANTS'  BAKK. 

Port  Folio,(large  part  in  Coofederacjr  $    582,361  90  valued  at  $     52,236  00 

380  Bonds  City  New  Orleans,  6  per  ot     380,000  00       do  323,000  00 

Louisiana  State  Bonds,  6  and  8  per  ct     125,000  00        do  

N.  0.,  J.  and  G.  N.  R.  R.  Co>  Bonds.      106,000  00       do  50,000  00 

Confederate  and  Parish  Bonds 23,000  00.     do  

RealEstate 20,000  00       do  20,000  00 

Exchange,  Foreign  and  Domestic 5,581  04       do  5,580  00 

Insurance  Scrip. 3,210  00       do  1,280  00 

Coupons,  City  Bonds •...«.      11,670  00       do  11,670  00 

SoBpcDse  Account 15,172  01        do  1,517  00 

Looal  Bank  N<^tes    5,910  00       do  5,910  00 

City  of  New  Orleans  Notes 374  20       do  374  00 

Certifieatee  of  Deposit 500  00       do  500  00 

Sundry  Over  DraAs 8,722  96       do  

Due  by  Distant  Banks 5.025  95        do  2,500  00 

Specie  in  Confederacy 160,600  00       do  

Specie  in  Vault 8,000  00       do  15,000  00 

Total  Assets $1,395,128  06  $489,568  00 

LiabUities  exclusive  of  Ospital $512,264  00 

Assets  as  above  valued 489,568  00 

Dencit , $99,696  90 

8,529  shares  without  value. 
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TABLEAU  0-KnilBER  L 

BAMK  OP  AimiO^ 
^^  OBFDUf  KAMB.  O  tPOMf 

COftTwoo...: Croola.  471  firm 

W.B.Sohmidt NatnnOlBed.  70 

A.  B.  Charpenaer Croola.  *     60     ..  10^10  00 

CJ.Leeds 130 

J.  yi08ca,Jr. 10  .. 

28  own 

M.  Pniff Spaniard.  40  firm 

D.Fa^ rr^  20  .. 

A.Qiraud Ftmoku  W  .. 

10  own 

J.J.  Femandea.« Spaniard.  20  firm 

J.  A.  Seifnooret Frenoh.  42  own 

Cliarlee  Lafltte Spaniard.    .  20  .. 

A.  Thibaut Croole.  20  .. 


C.  GaTaroo Creole.       President 

A.lC.Fortier GaiMer. 

J.  P.  B.  Pascal Pienefa. 

Julea  Darel Creole. 

M-Vllasica NatlTeFla. 

U.Qnm Creole. 


TABLEAU  D-NUKBER  U. 
vaw  cmMkSB  camal  axd  bankxxo  oonpimr. 


OBFIBM1IA1C& 

George  Jonee Nataraliied.  380  own. 

J.  H.  Slattfl^. Native.  464     .. 

C.  T.  Bnddeoke Naturalized.  60     .. 

B.  B.  Hart 132  firm. 

D.HcCoard ..,.*,.  10  own. 

G.  W.  Babcock Nattye.  13     .. 

C.Sohnelder NataraUsed.  52     .. 


George  Jonas Nataraliied.  President 

Ch.  Jamonyille.. Creole.  Acting  Cashier. 

P.  L.  Dnqaesnaj British.  Exchange  Clerk. 

Lafl  Ghiyol Creole.  Individoal  Book-keeper. 

Jacob  Staub Nataraliied.  Porter. 

George  WiiX French.  Watchman. 
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TABLEAU   D— NITMBSR  III. 

■oirnnupf  bavk. 

UBMIMI  ^ 

OB  fISM  XAMX.  OB  SMDOBSUM. 

Aristtde  MUtenberger Oeola.  100  own. 

C.  RoMlios Naturalized.  100 

H.  Wilson Native;  100     .. 

W.  C.  G.  Claiborne Creole.  148     .. 

John  T.  Moore Natoralised.    130     .. 

Creorge  W.  Byme 100     .. 

OFVKSBI- 

Aristide  Miltenberger Creole.  Preddent 

Tbomafl  Lajton Cashier. 

Cbarlee  Livaadais Teller. 

J.  Garr. ^  .NatiTe.  Book-keeper. 

L.  R.  CourUn.. Creole.  Porter. 

A.  Sohwarts. Natnraliaed.  WatohmaB. 

—  Soowbergee 


TABLEAU  D— NUMBKR  lY. 


LOnVAJf A  BTATI  BAMX. 


iDrnnaBoini  UABiLiTTAtNuwBBe 
mmTKAMtm.  ob  xvdobubi. 

J.H.Lapeyre Naturallied.  H7  own 

W.H.  Avery., Native.      .  163  firm.                   205,658  90 

JnletABlano Creole.  US  own. 

Alexander  Brother Native.  200  . . 

R.  Bmgier Creole.  25 

A.  Carriere NatoaliBed.  28  .. 

Pablo  Gelpi 54 

8.H.Kenned7 Native.  33  3,847  96 

RFeale. 10  firm.                    94,880  11 


J.  M.  Lapejre NaturalijEed.  President 

L.  Bernard Creole.  Cashier. 

y.  Dcgan.. .*  Paying  Teller. 

AGonlon Reoetvug  Teller. 

ADaprI iDdividaal  Book-keeper. 

H.  Rolling Naturalized.  Rnnner  and  Porter. 

E.  G.  Gottaohalk Creole.  Notary. 

a  H.  Torrey Native.  Attemei 

W.aPike. Cashier  Br.  Bt] 
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TABLEAU    D— NUMBER    Y. 


AltPaniL Katiye  VirginU.  600  own. 

Ben.BiMoe IftfyUuid.  33 

KParmele Kentockj..  190 

N.  WUlUnmoii Georgia.  138 

&  F.  LaTillebeoTre. . . Creole.  25 

B,  H.  Thorn Natfye.  75 

A.BaldwlD 4 MaflB.  70 

Sanmel  McC  >noelL 32 

F.  O.  Barrleie French.  153 


PresidenL 

Cashier. 

Attorney. 

Teller. 

Book-keeper. 

Clerk* 

Porter. 

Notary. 

Watchman. 


AlfPenn Natiye. 

George  A  Treset 

G.  L.  Bright Creole. 

A.  Durel Creole. 

Frank  Morris 

J.W.Watson 

Thomas  Whitmen 

W.  Shannon Natoraliied. 

John  Donlap Native. 


3,325  00 


TABLBAU    D— NUMBBR    VI. 

MBGHJLinca'  AND  nUOBBS'  BANK. 


oansMiiAiiB. 

•U.  H.  Dudley Natire  Conn. 

Charles  Harispe French.  90    firm. 

John  Hall NaUTe  Virginia.  75    own. 

James  Niven 110    ftrm. 

Newton  Richar4s 50    own. 

W.G.Robinson Virginia.  148 

•J.W.Stone 

W.  H.  Vredenbufg 100 

Alexander  Harris 65      .. 

•Not  qiulia«d. 


9,902  60 


W.  G.  Robinson Native  Virginia.  Prasident 

G.CroEat Creole.  Cashier. 

P.T.Songeron Naturaliied.  General  Book-keeper. 

A.  Hoard  . . , Creole.  First  Teller. 

Gcijorge  Sulked British.  IndiTidual  Book-keeper. 

V.  Carriert Native 

J.  J.  Morin X^reole.  Porter. 
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Ha.  KenoedT Naturalized. 

Ft.  WlUiama 

8.  Turaer Natiye. 

W.  A.  Johnaoii 

J.  J.MIchie 

George  W.  McCerreo . . . 

J.  Morgan  Hall 

R.Gedde8 

O.  K.  DuQuing 


APPENIHX. 
TABLEAU  D-NUMBBR  VH. 

BANK  OF  inew  OBLBANB. 

■HABBSS  nr  TBOSB  OWV 
OanBHVAMB. 

39  own. 
95     .. 
16     .. 
60     .. 
60     .. 
26 
146 
60 
20 


1S7 


Ho.  Kennedj Katoralised. 

A.Duchiroa 

John  Klein Native. 

F.  Coquet Creole. 

George  Clammon Naturaliied. 

W.  H.  Gifiiey Eoglish. 


President. 
Cashier. 
Paying  Teller. 
Reoeiving  Teller. 
Porter. 
Runner. 


TABLEAU    D~NUMBBR    VIII. 
orrmi^  bank  op  locibuna. 


John  G.  Gaines Native. 

Peter  Marej 

Mortg.  Stock  Dep't  | 
W.H.HoLean ' 

A.  Chiapella i  /v^,^ 

Mort  Stock  Dep't  f^^^w- 

Pladde  Forstall 

Dom.  Lanata Naturalized. 

Bogene  Rousseau Naturaliied. 

G.  W.  Cammack .Native. 

J.  L.  Delery Creole. 

H.C.Bertel 

Jules  Bellej 

Cktftave  JumonviUe,  Jr. . .     . . 

Daniel  Frederick Naturaliied. 

Ant  Bosonier Creole. 

John  Miohelfeder Naturalised. 

Jacob  Burkhard 

JnlesDejan 


103 

firm. 

31 

own. 

470 

., 

128 

60 

firm. 

16t 

own 

300 

, , 

400 

, . 

Cashier. 
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TABLBAU  D— NUMBEB  IX 

BANK  or  LOUIBIAIIA. 


ftOWB.    UABOLRTASDaJlli 
OBFIBIC  XAXZ.  < 


Ambrose  LanfiMur Natmalked.  SS    own. 

L.  F.  Generet.....^ 80     .. 

H.ThomM,Jr Natfro.  50 

C.Cock 11«   flfm. 

P.  KasenaTe Creole.  60     own. 

J.  W.  Bnrbridge. NatlTo.  SO 

Hf  S.  Buckoer. 100 

A.  Ledouz. Cradle.  40 

Geo.  Roleir. Natnralked.  83 

C.  A.  Eager Nathre.  63 

aOviatt 50 

Aag.  R.MoBtgonier7..    ..  30 

OFFIGBBS. 

Ambrose  Laofear Nataralbsed,  President 

Jno.  F.  Irrine Act'g  Caafaier. 


TABLEAU  D-^NUMBER  X 

CBBSCBMT  OITT  BASK^IK  UqUWATlCfS. 

AMMMTKTBKBOW 
OBlDtM  XAMK. 


J.P.Laboniaee 

J.  MorgaiiHall.... 
W.CTompkiiis.... 

....Native. 

• .  * . 

860    own. 
228      .. 
26      .. 

0FFICKB8. 

Ckaa.  Faorle,  Jr. . . . 

L.  A.Haraiig 

Wm-Ealny./. 

....Creole. 
!!!!NataralUed. 

Aot'g  Cashier. 
Booic-keeper. 
Watchman. 

TABLEAU  D— NUMBER  XL 

OQN80UDATCD  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  FLANTBR8  OP  JJODBUNA. 
DzaaoxoBs.  grozbiisbip.     ■HiBii  or  siook.  ^^, 

H.  Peychand .Creole. 

Cha8.Caffln 264                            20,135  11 

Jules  Layergne. 90                •           2i;029  69 

Charles  Derbigny.. . . ,     . .  10 

OmerGaUlard. 2,800  00 

B.A7egno NowinFranoe.  4^8  77 

OPnCBBS. 

H.  Peychand Creole.  President 

H.L.Peire Cashier. 

A.Dcian Clerk. 

Jnles  Layergne Attorney. 
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R.  W.  Estlin  k  Co- 

A.  D.Kelly*  Co 

We«t.  Ren^hAw  k  Cftmmnck, 

Hewitt.  Norton  k  Co .., 

7oley,  Avery  k  Co 

John  Watt  k  Co 

Fellowee  k  Co 

WriKht  ft  Allen 

Edward  Nalle  ft  Co 

Coleman,  Britten  ft  Withers, 

J.J.Pernon  ft  Co , 

A.  H.  May  ft  Co 

McFarland  ft  Barksdale 

Payne,  Hnntineton  ft  Co 

A.J.  Rusrelv  ft  Co 

Thomhill  ft  Co 

J.  W.  Cliftmplin  ft  Co 

W.  ft  D.  Uronhart- 

Rotchford,  Brown  ft  Co 

B.O.  Nelson  ft  Co 

Menard  ft  Vignaad..., 

Nixon  ft  Co 

R.  Nqgent  ft  Co 

Belloco.  Noblom  ft  Co 

Oiffen,SmedeB  ft  Co 

Jaany  de  Egana 

Bartley,  Johnaon  ft  Co. 

Greene  ft  Crump 

Wm.Cox  ft  Co 

Byrne^  Vance  ft  Co 

G.Connelly  ft  Co 

Parley,  Jnrev  ft  Co 

Toledano  ft  *Tuj\or 

Lobit  Charpentier  ft  Co 

Henderson  ft  Peale 

Bcroffffs,  Donegan  ft  Co~ 

R.  C.  Camminp^s  ft  Co 

Gillis  ft  PorguBon. 

J.  W.  Burbrmge  ft  Co 

Hnfthes,  Hyllested  ft  Co 

R.  H.  MonCgomery , 

Martin,  Cobb  A  Co 

Battle,  Noble  A  Co 

Billiard,  Summers  ft  Co 

Wirt  Adams... 

Total 


NewOi 

Canal 

Bauki 


$..07, 


94, 
76, 

6ft. 


NEW  ORLEANS. 


link. 


Merchants* 
Bank. 


7.756  92 
124,  ,().670  00 
l*j>45.557  46 1 
7,600  00 
4.400  00 

*;ri.r.6R  58 

31.**ft.800  00 
f^S.ll3,40e  60 
89.)  1,700  00 
28,to,930  20 
24,1  fi.g86  33 
2*.;  3,000  00 
23,P 

40.!  2,050  00 
23,*  2,160  00 
22,4s,S94  12 

16,  6,961  63 
80'  24,474  39 

17.  i8,390  23 
6.  i3,437  90 
9. 12,123  46 
«» >6,96I  09 
8,53  426  70 
2. 58,148  31 

2, 23,129  60 
6,700  00 
M,800  00 
9.660  66 
59,939  96 

4,200  00 
23,600  00 

12,860  00 

136,427  19 

^  il,720  80 

7»h  1,891  97 

j34,933  20 

^7,828  60 
84,800  00 
81,124  76 


$1,182,186,209  11 


$16,647  07 
6,000  00 


21,387  12 
12,614  45 


Bank  of 
America. 


78,482  82 


ia,696  701 

I 


94,240  00 


1,860  00 


415  00 


10,810  00 


$286,718  16 


Total. 


$676,349-28 

809,646  92 

378,414  68 

111,600  00 

368,730  49 

140,168  58 

737.948  63 

226,b94  63 

164,670  66 

180,970  82 

298,403  49 

67,790  48 

63,442  34 

893,181  61 

•48,173  34 

84,068  23 

66,666  15 

312,612  68 

178,066  62 

249,830  88 

281,862  91 

161,006  46 

127,241  02 

362,386  64 

96.666  73 

818,476  60 

91,101  94 

229,246  37 

161,870  63 

303,206  22 

298,008  64 

76,100  24 

166,200  00 

102,810  00 

108,449  71 

96,064  60 

161,934  28 

111,866  23 

86,891  97 

68,292  61 

74,878  00 

74,989  36 

93,467  18 

184,663  32 

94,240  00 


$12,076  00  $8,697,264  63 


I 


\^^nz^ 


ncopi ^ 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^^ 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


D 

O 
Q 


APPENDIX.  189 

m 


u. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


140  APPENDIX. 

DOCUMENT  F. 

8TATXMIKT  OF  TBI  NBW  OBLKAKS  SAFINOB  mBnTUTIOV— MAT  7tB,  18M. 
RE80UB0IS. 

Loam  on  Baok  Stock. $112^  tt 

DRAIU. 

Gol.  J.  G.  Bernard,  (50  abarea  Creacent  Gitj  Bank,). $  4,590  30 
J.  a  Barelli,  (225  abares  Crescent  City  Bank,) 15,000  00 

( (190  sbarea  Merchants*  Bank,). . ) 
Fellowes  &  Co.,  i  (113  shares  La.  State  Bank,). . .  V  5^,564  32 

( (192  shares  Union  Bank,) ) 

John  Wood  &  Co.,  (550  shares  Merchants'  Bank,). . .  32,940  00 

Geo    Binder  i  ^^  •***'^  ^*-  ^^^  ^^^'^ I      7J500  00 

ueo.  Hinder,  ^  ^gg  gbaiea  Citizens'  Bank,) f     ^^^  ^ 

I  on  Mortgage. 37,977  €8 


1>BT*IL8. 

Female  Orphan  Society,  property  on  Poydras  and 

Tohoupitonlas  streets. $25,000  00 

M.  A.  Cresap,  property  on  C^besnut  and  Prytanla  sts.    1.794  00 

J.  Rose  property  on  Tcbonpitoulas  street 4,953  83 

M.  0.  Boisblanc,  properbr  on  Rampart  street 2^46  89 

C.  Cnillard's  note,        $4,166  66  I  „    A^^nn  ^909  qis 

Order  or  R  Boosseaa,   3,278  77  f  "*  ^"^^^^ ^»^^  ^^ 

InTCstments 70,688  10 

$25,000  New  Orleans  City  Railroad  Bonds. $20,260  00 

$55,000  St  Charles  Hotel  Mortgage  Bonds 50,428  00 

Cash  Items 6,242  H 

Notes  State  of  Louisiana— <<  Confederate.'' $     890  00 

Current  City  and  other  Notes 5,203  98 

In  Bank  of  Louisiana 148  79 

Total  Resources $227,598  07 

LUBHITIBS. 

Amount  due  Depositors $221,075  73 

Certificates,  depouitB  outstanding 2,000  00 

CirculaUon 38  00 

Total  Lia^Uities $223,113  73 
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STATE  AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


Statb  op  Louisuna,  Auditor's  Officb,  ) 
Nm:,  Orlbaks,  May  11, 1864.        { 


2o  the  Prtsidentand  Members  qf  Ihe  Stale  Ocmaiikdiomai  OmveniUm : 

Ib  oompUaDoe  with  the  resolntion  of  yottr  boDorable  body,  "  relatiye  to 
the  Antftor  of  Publio  AceonntB/'  adopted  on  the  18tb  of  April,  1864, 1  have 
the  honor  to  tabmit  the  following  report,  ahowing  as  ftillj  and  minutely  in 
detail  as  the  books  and  papers  in  possession  of  this  oflSce  enable  me  to  do^ 
the  reodpts  and  disbursements  of  public  moneys  during  the  administratioa 
of  Brigadier  General  George  F.  Shepley,  late  Military  GoTemor  of  theStete 
of  Louisiana. 

Your  resolution  "Was  not  received  at  this  oflSoe  until  the  4th  instant,  which 
Ss'tbe  reason  of  my  not  complying  with  it  sooner. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  Auditor,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1864,  Uie 
fonaer  Auditor,  Mr.  S.  H.  Torry,  refused  to  transfer  the  books,  Touchers, 
documents,  ftc,  of  the  oflloe  te  my  poasession,  representing  to  me  that  he 
was  acting  under  orders  of  the  ex  Military  GoTemor,  General  Shepley  ;  but 
possesion  was  subsequently  taken  without  the  General's  consent  Mr.  Torry 's 
books  exhibit  the  accounts  of  the  State  up  to  March  9th,  consequently  this 
report  presents  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  to  that  date. 
Amount  recelTed  by  T.  C.  A.  Dexter,  late  State  Treasurer,  from 
his  predecessor  in  office,  said  amount  being  deposited  in  the 

Louisiana  State  Bank,  in  *"  Confederate  "  notes $462,752  18 

There  being  no  information  in  this  office  as  to  what  several  Ainda 
this  amount  belongs,  I  have  placed  it  to  the  account  of  **  Gen- 
eral Fund.''    (See  Statement  A.) 
Total  amount  of  receipts  by  the  State  during  the  term  of  office 

of  8.  H.  Torry,  former  Auditor,  as  shown  by  his  books 702,646  63 

Total  amount  of  disbursements  during  the  same  period 830,052  70 

LeaTing  on  March  9, 1864,  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  current 

ftinds  of 372,592  83 

And  of  *'  Confederate  "  notes  of. , 462,762  13 

Making  the  total  amount $885,844  96 
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STATEMENT  A. 

Showing  Um  TtrloQs  louroei  of  revenue,  and  the  ftindi  to  whkjh  the  reedpli 

were  credited. 

OBNBBAL    FUND. 

Confederate  noteftrwMivedlh>nifomerTreMorer $461,75113 

Receiyed  as  aaction  dnee 67,616  31 

Received  as  Stote  Tax  proper 146,088  03 

Reo^ved  ae  lioenaee  on  trades,  etc l»8,19l  60 

Received  for  redemption  of  lands ^  ^ 

Received  from  other  sources 3>810  14 

Total $gS8.8M43 

The  $3,810  14,  menlioiied  above,  was  received  as  follows, via:  Fran 
Captain  Noreross,  for  mess-plates  ftunished  by  the  State  to  the  Loaisiiiia 
volunteers,  and  aAerwards  tnmed  over  to  the  Unitod  States  GoveniMBty 
$161  14. 

From  U.  D.  Terrebonne,  seal«  of  weights  and  meaaues  for  the  Beooni 
and  Third  Distriots  of  New  Orleans,  for  tines  collected,  $39. 

From  Joseph  Hernandez,  former  State  Tax  Collector  for  the  Second  Dis- 
trict of  New  Orleans,  amount  refonded  to  the  State  for  expenses  of  rsorgsa- 
idng  the  office  of  State  Tax  Collector  of  the  Second  I^strict  of  New  OiIssm, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  records  of  the  office,  $464. 

From  Moses  Bates,  Fltendal  Agent,  State  Penitentiary,  a  draft  eodofssd 
by  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  and  Gca.  Sbepley,  in  fovor  of  T.  a  A.  Dexter,  Tress- 
urer,  $3,148. 

SCHOOL  FUND. 

Received  as  miUtax $147,609  80 

Received  as  poll  tax 11,995  00 

Total $159.604  89 

INTERNAL  IMFROYEMEKT  FUND. 

Recdved  as  Internal  Improvement  Tax $  86,990^ 

STATEMENT  B. 

Showing  the  disbursements  from  the  Treasury  during  the  term  of  office  of  S. 

H.  Torry,  from  Auditor,  as  exhibited  by  his  boolu  and  vouchem. 

nOM  THI  OBNBBIL  FCKD.  4 

As  salaries  in  Executive  Department $      6,816  66 

As  contingent  expenses  of  Exeeutive  Department 7,500  00 

As  .office  expenses 1,478  56 

Amount  carried  forward .$16,795  21 
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Amouit  brought  forward $16,795^1 

Ab  general  oootiiigeat  mrpeaset 8,699  19 

A«u^Tl6B  in  Auditor*!  ofioe 8,811  66 

Af  nlftriM  Ift  TiOMoror'i  ofltoe. 6,601  2T 

A8  SaUries  of  Judges ^ 43,137  TS 

As Waries  of  S*ate  AUoraejs .* 3,068  94 

As  salaries  of  Clerks  of  Crurts 964  00 

As  expenses  of  Stats  Librarj 1,988  00 

As  oonnissions  to  Tax  Golleetors 39,17 1  47 

As  eompeosaUoii  of  Assessors.. 19,677  86 

AsezpeaMSof  StatePenikeatiary 14,249  29 

For  different  Charitable  Insatatfons 24,639  98 

For  Lonisiaoa  Volunteers , 1,069  88 

For  printiDgandadTertisiag 6,368  40 

For  registry  of  Totsrs 2,724  00 

For  expenses  of  oleetions 3,176  60 

For  State  coap^ 48^  10  00 

To  Capt  Hawes,  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  &  A 2,693  80 

Total  Disbursements  from  Greneral  Fund $247,120  18 

IBOM  THE  SCHOOL  IVND. 

To  City  of  New  Orleans  Ibr  the  Poblio  Schools $  78,870  67 

To  City  of  New  Orleans  for  the  Schools  of  Free  Colored  Chil- 
dren, by  order  of  GrOT.  Sbepley 1,000  00 

To  the  Parish  of  Jeiferson 3,061  96 

Total  disbarsements  from  School  Fund $82,982  62 

FROM  THE  INTERMAL  IliPB0?BMBNT  FUND. 

(There  has  been  no  disbnrsemenis.) 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  obeerre  that  in  regard  tooertain  payments  out 
of  the  State  Treasnry  daring  the  admhiistration  of  the  late  Military  Go^ 
emor,  nraoh  irregolarity  seems  to  have  existed.  Warrants  hare  been  drawn 
on  the  Treasury,  and  pnblie  moneys  paid  on  aeeonnt  of  salaries  and  serrioss 
nerer  acloally  earned  or  perfbrsMd. 

As  an  instance  of  this  kind,  I  would  eall  attention  to  tho  fhet  that  three 
warrants,  numbered  76, 167  and  271,  were  drawn  by  the  late  Auditor  on  the 
Treasurer,  each  of  soeh  warravts  purporting  on  its  flMe  to  hanre  been  drawn 
for  khe  salary  of  one  William  B.  Lowe,  as  clerk  fai  the  oikw  of  the  said 
Auditor,  from  October  1st,  1862,  to  March  9th,  1864,  imonntii^  in  aU  to  the 
snmof  $9,883  33^  and  which  sum  was  paid  out  of  the  Stale  Treasury.  Ins 
informed  by  tMtimony  that  I  deem  reliable,  that  said  William  B.  Lowe  was 
not  at  any  time  employed  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  thsrefore  the 
charge  Ibr  such  senrtoes  as  above  mentioned,  is  nii(}ust  and  ill^gaL 
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II  appMuni  also  by  wamnt  No.  4,  that  the  Hon.  R.  K.  Howdl  was  allowed 
to  fbraw  salary  from  the.State  Treasury,  as  Judge  of  the  Sixth  District  Covt» 
from  the  first  of  April,  1862,  which  was  twenty-six  di^  before  the  arrifsl  of 
the  United  States  foroes,  and  seyenty-one  days  before  the  promolgatioa  by 
General  Bntler,  commandiog  the  Department,»of  General  Orders  No.  41,  by 
which  the  Jadge  conld  haye  restored  his  statos  as  a  loffol  ettisan.  So  mn^  of 
hit  salary  as  was  paid  for  services  rendered  prior  to  that  order  was  paid  to 
a  pmblie  jndicial  oiBoer  of  a  gOTemment  in  rebellion  to  the  United  States. 

A  similar  instance  to  this  is  the  payment  to  tiie  Hon.  A.  If.  Buehanta  of 
thesnm  of  $3,7^0  for  salary  as  Associate  Justice  of  (he  Supreme  Court,  thna 
July  1st,  1862,  to  March  31st,  186Sw  Judge  Buchanan  was  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana  prerious  to  the  secession  of  the  State. 

In  my  opinion,  rebellion  had  tenninaied  the  tadsUnM  ot  that  court,  and  it 
had  to  be  reorganised  under  appointments  made  by  loyal  DuHtary  power,  or 
by  an  election  by  the  loyal  people,  before  it  could  again  exist 

Judge  Buchanan  did  not  draw  his  salary  accruing  previous  to  July  bt 
1862.  If  he  was  legally  entitled  to  draw  salary  subsequent  to  that  date,  be 
was  also  entitled  to  his  arrears  of  salary  prior  to  that  date. 

The  Hon.  Charles  A.  Peabody  was  appointed  by  Gen.  Shepley,  late  Mili- 
tary Governor,  to  the  oflSoe  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Sdpreme  Court  At  the 
time  of,  and  ever  ^Ince  the  appointment.  Judge  Peabody  was  boldiof  an 
office  (that  of  Provisional  Judge  of  the  U.  S.  District  Court)  under  the  Fed- 
eral Grovemment,  and  so,  according  to  the  Provision  of  the  Constitution  of 
Louisiana,  (Article  99,)  he  was  ineligible  to  the  appointment  in  questfoo. 
ether  persons  were  appointed  by  the  late  Military  (]k>vemor  as  Associate 
Justices,  who  declined  to  accept,  so  that  no  Supreme  Court  was  organised 
and  no  judicial  services  were  or  could  have  been  rendered  by  Judge  Peabody 
as  a  State  Judge.  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  he  was  permitted  by  the  late 
Auditor  to  draw  from  the  State  Treasury,  on  account  of  salary,  and  lor 
which  the  State  had  reoeived  no  equivalent,  the  sum  of  $3,541  66. 

It  appears  also  from  warrants  on  file  in  this  offioe,  that  the  sum  of  $2,500 
was^drawn  three  several  times,  making  $7,500,  in  favor  of  the  late  Militsry 
Grovemor,  purporting  to  be  fbr  '^  contingent  expenses  of  the  Executive 
Department,''  for  which  there  are  no  vouchers  of  the  details,  or  items  of  that 
expenditure,  as  required  by  law ;  but  vouchers  are  on  file  for  bills  of  ooa. 
tingent  expenses  of  the  Governor's  office,  which  bills  are  charged  to  the 
account  of  **  offioe  expenses,"  which  account  appean  to  contain  the  legiti- 
mate contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments  of  State.  • 

Several  thousand  dollars  were  also  drawn  during  the  same  period,  ss 
salaries  of  several  gentlemen  as  ofiioers  of  the  State,  who  were  at  the  laiae 
time  commissioned  officers  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  reoeiving^y  ia 
both  capacities. 

The  aocooat  of  $2,698  80  paid  to  Capt  Hawes,  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  S  A,  wis 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


APPENDIX.  146 

in  reimbnrsemeQt  of  money  collected  by  the  former  Auditor  of  George  R 
T^ler,  88  auction  duty  on  certain  sales  made  by  him  of  United  States  prop- 
erty, wblcb  property,  by  the  law  of  this  State,  was  exempt  from  duty. 

The  money  was  returned  te  the  United  Skates  GoTemment  by  order  of 
Got.  Shepley. 

The  returns  made  to  this  office  by  J.  M.  Serpas,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector 
for  the  parish  of  St  Bernard,  show  that  he  has  stiU  in  Ms  hands  the  sum  of 
$2,421  24  in  Confederate  notes,  received  by  him  in  JMiyment  of  taxes  of  the 
year  1861,  previous  to  the  occupation  of  iSbe  Slatd  by  the  Federal  authorities. 

I  await  the  direction  of  competent  authority  to  decide  what  disposition 
shall  be  made  of  these  notes,  and  whether  or  not  Mr.  Serpas,  havlug  received 
them  in  payment  of  taxes  when  the  State  was  in  rebellion,  and  they  were  by 
the  rebel  laws  legal  tender,  shall  be  relieved  of  so  much  of  his  liability  to 
the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  P.  DOSTIB,  Auditor. 


10 
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LIST  OP  NOTAREBS  PUBLIC 

WHO  HATE  FILED  THEIR  BONDS  IN  THE  AUDITOR'S  OmCK,  AOCORDIKG  TO  LAW. 

A.  MeDdiveni,  of  Orleans  Parish. 
Abel  Dryftis,  "  " 

William  Shannon,   **  *' 

Andrew  Hero,         '•  " 

Alphonse  Barneti,  "  ** 

Joseph,  Ciivillier,   *'  «• 

WHO  HATE  NOT  TILED  THEIR  BONDS. 

£.  G.  Gottschalk,  of  Orleans  Parish. 

J.  M.  Day,  «  « 

W.  G.  Latham,  «  " 

Leon  Langrin,  "  " 

J.  R.  Borgstede,  "  '• 

Selim  Magner,  "  " 

D.L.Mudge,  "  " 

L.  W.  Plneili,  "  ** 

J.V.Bogert,  "  « 

A.  C.  Waugh.  «  " 
Felix  McCulloch,    " 

JohnCragg,  "  ** 
J.  F.  Coffee, 

JohnTouro,  "  " 

C.  W.  Seaton,  «  '* 

Hugh  Madden,  "  " 

J.F.Lowell,  "  « 
W.  W.  Terry,  of  Jefferson  Parish. 

Justin  Hotard,  "  «    . 
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R.  E  I»  O  R  T 


OP 


THE  STATE  SUPERINTENDENT 


OF 


PUBLIC    EDUCATION. 


To  D^  EonorabU  ih9  Mmihersqfihfi  Qtntral  Asmhliy  qf  the  State qfJxmiakma: 
G^BKTLSMSN— In  obedlenoe  to  the  reqniremento  of  the  28th  Bectioo  of  the 
**  Act  to  organlee  Free  Pabltc  Schools  in  the  State  of  Lonisiaiia,"  I  hare  tb« 
honor  to  sabmit  the  following  Report,.*oontaining : 

1.  A  general  statement  of  the  oondition  of  the  Free  Public  Schools  of  the 
State,  with  some  aoconnt  of  the  working  of  the  system. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Pnblic  Schools  in  the  Citj  <^ 
New  Orleans.    (AmNMZ  A.) 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Gommlssion  appointed  by  Mij.  Qea,  Banks  on  the 
private  Schools  and  Seminaries  in  New  Orleans.    (Afpbnoiz  B.) 

4.  The  Report  of  the  <*  Board  of  Education  for  Freedmen,"  organised  un- 
der Greneral  Order  No.  38,  on  the  Schools  for  the  colored  children  and  adulti 
of  the  city  and  State.    (Appendix  G.) 

In  complying  with  the  demands  of  Uie  law,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  pre- 
■ent  incumbent  to  notice  somewhat  the  oondition  of  our  State  afRUrs  whom 
lie  came  into  oiBce. 

Th9  existing  State  Government  was  organized  on  the  4th  of  liardi  of  tke 
present  year  (1864).  The  late  Sute  c  (Beers  having  embarked  in  the  rsWL 
lion,  by  consenting  to  a  declaration  that  their  connection  with  the  United 
States  Grovernment  had  ceased  to  exist,  the  consequence  was  that  when  the 
United  States  forces  took  possession  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  a4{oin<* 
ing  parishes,  in  May,  1862,  they  all  decamped,  my  predecessor  taldng  ifilh 
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him  the  records  of  thto  office.  Hence  it  has  been  with  considerable  difficalty 
that  I  have  been  able  to  0nd  the  necessary  data  by  which  to  conduct  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  office,  and  from  which  to  maicenp  my  annual  report 
to  your  honorable  body ;  and  this,  with  the  fact  that  I  have  received  no 
school  reports  from  the  parishes,  must  be  my  excuse  for  the  meagre  details, 
and  deficiency  of  statistics,  contained  in  this  paper.  Still,  there  are  various 
and  important  jiatters  connected  with  our  Public  School  system  on  which  I 
may  with  propriety  malce  a  few  remarks. 

In  giving  some  account  of  the  Public  Schools  of  our  State,  as  we  find  them 
at  the  present  time,  it  wiil  be  neoessary  and  proper  for  me  to  take,  very 
briefiy^  a  retrospective  view  of  common  school  education  of  the  SUte  for 
some  years  past,  in  order  to  be  able,  if  possible,  to  explain  some  otherwise 
inexplicable  facts  that  now  force  themselves  on  our  attention,  in  connection 
with  these  schools,  and  thus  endeavor  to  find  a  remedy  for  existvig  evils  by 
tracing  them  to  their  scarce. 

SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  PUBLIC  EDUCATION  HERE  IN  EARLY  TIME. 

In  1804,  sixty  years  ago,  while  this  valley  was  «  territory,  but  just  pur- 
chased from  France,  Governor  Claiborne,  in  his  message  to  the  Colonial 
Council,  holds  the  following  patriotic  and  liberal  language  :  **  In  adverting 
to  your  primary  duties,  I  have  yet  to  suggest  one,  than  which  none  can  be 
mbre  Important  or  interesting.  I  mean  some  general  provision  for  the  edu- 
cation of  youth.  If  we  revere  science  for  our  own  sake,  or  for  the  inauBMr- 
able  benefits  she  confers  upon  society ;  if  we  love  our  diUdren,  and  ch^iBh 
the  laudable  ambition  of  being  reepectM-  by  posterity,  Id  not  this  grtai  ^nt^ 
be  cveriookedL  Permit  me  to  hope,  then,  that  under  your  patronage,  sendna- 
ries  of  learning  will  prosper,  and  the  means  of  acquiring  inionoation  be 
pkced  within  the  seach  of  each  gprowiug  fiunily.  Under  a  free  government, 
every  citizen  has  a  country,  because  he  partakes  of  the  sovereignty,  and  may 
flU  the  highest  offices.  Free  America  will  always  present  flattering  prospects 
for  talent  and  merit.  Let  exertions,  then,  be  made  to  rear  np  our  childreB  in 
the  paths  of  science  and  virtue,  and  to  impress  upon  their  tender  hearts  a 
love  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  *  *  My  advice,  therefore,  is,  thai  ymir 
gyaiem  he  extensive  and  libeivily  supporied,^^ 

Tliese  are  noble  words,  and  tiie  suggestions  are  those  of  a  wise  and  far- 
seeing  statesman ;  and  from  their  being  so  early  urged  npon  the  Legislative 
Councils  of  Louisiana,  we  might  feel  well  assured  that  she  was  safe  so  for  as 
general  education  was  eonoemed.  In  accordance  with  tliese  recommenda- 
tioM»  the  University  of  Orleans  was  founded,  then  the  College  of  Orleans; 
and.  academies  also  were  to  be  established  as  speedily  as  possible  in  eadi 
county  of  the  then  Territory.  But  with  all  these  effbrts,  in  1809  the  sul^ect 
of  public  education  was  thus  alluded  to  by  the  Grovernor  : 

^*  A  source  of  regret  to  all  men  of  information,  and  all  good  citizens,  is  the 
abandonment  with  which  public  education  has  continued  to  be  left  hitiierto, 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


APPENDIX.  149 

aotwithstHnding  the  laudable  efTorto  which  have  been  made  from  time  to  time 
to  organise  it.  •  •  •  The  public  money  cannot  be  employed  to  better 
purposes  than  to  lay  the  foondatlon  of  soindispeiwable  an  eBtabUafament^'' 

The  Cemmittee  of  Ways  and  Means*  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
18ia,  speaks  ia  the  fbllowiog  desponding  strain  of  the  ooodition  of  p«Mio 
schools  at  that  time : 

*'The  very  honorable,  liberal  and  laudable  exertions*  of  former  Legisla- 
tures to  raise,  in  the  gdiod  people  ot  this  State,  a  spirit  of  education,  and  to 
disseminate  useful  knowledge,  have  not  produced  so  desirable  an  end.  Tour 
Committee  find  that  some  of  the  counties  have  not  drawn  the  money  appro- 
priated by  the  Legislature  to  establish  public  schools.  *  *  *  It  is  with 
painful  remtmbranoe  that  your  Committee  have  further  to  state,  that  whe»  the 
whole  appropriations  have,  been  drawn  by  some  counties,  the  benefits  which 
ought  to  nave  resulted,  have  not ;  nay,  it  is  not  onlv  useless,  but  considered 
as  creating^impedimen(^  to  the  education  of  youth.^' 

GOVERNOR  ROBERTSON  GIVES  HIS  VIEWS. 

In  1823,  Gov.  Robertson,  in  his  annual  message,  holds  the  following  states- 
man-like views: 

•  •  "  When  we  reflec 
depends  on  the  diffusion  ( 
possess  of  their  rights  an< 
subject  so  eminently  requi 
sions.  Ignorance  is  the  s< 
The  man  of  talents  and  c\ 
lous,  a  champion  equippei 
armed ;  their  property,  it 
whether  a  common  ignora 
proveroent.  At  all  event 
want  of  equality  in  the  co 
injustice.  Countries  that 
Europe,  and  are  destitute 
and  a  land  covered  witl 
effect ;  and  the  poverty  ai 
monopolized  science  of  th 
begin  at  the  beginning ;  f 
to  purchase  it  for  themsc 
land  ;  they  will  as  certain 
iaining  the  higher  branch< 
has  a  tendency  to  improve 

How  sound  are  the  vii 
men  ;  and  with  what  earnestness  they  urge  them  upon  tfte  attention  of  their 
Legislatures.    Surely,  great  good  must  come  of  so  much  anxious  care  be- 
stowed upon  the  subject  of  public  education.    However,  we  shall  see. 

GOVERNOR    ROMAN    PLEADS   FOR    PUBLIC   EDUCATION,   AND 
SHOWS  WHAT  KIND  WAS  BIBANT. 

In  the  following  important  extracts  which  I  take  from  tiov.  A.  B.  Roman's 
message  to  the  Legislature  of  1831,  we  shall,  I  think,  begin  to  seeund  under- 
stand the  whole  secret  of  the  discouraging  failures,  which,  up  to  that  period, 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


160  APPENDIX. 

and,  \n  fact,  tvet  ainoe,  kaye  attended  the  effbrts  of  oar  legislators,  in  intro- 
diioing,  saoeessftilly,  aewrdbig  to  ihe^  jplon,  a  system  of  public  schools  in  the 
State  of  Lonlsiana.  He  sajs :  *'  Tonr  attention  has  been  asked  to  public 
education.  If  there  be  a  dntj  for  the  performance  of  whick  onr  own  sdTan- 
tage  requires  ns  to  unite  all  oar  energies,  it  is,  andoabtedlj,  that  of  pattinf 
public  instructioa  within  tlie  reach  of  every  citizen.  It  is  the  positive  obll^ 
gation  of  those  who  govern  them  to  put  them  in  snch  a  sitoation  as  to  enable 
them  to  know  and  to  exercise  their  privileges.  The  man  who  can  neitiier 
read  nor  write,  so  &r  from  enjoying  bis  political  rights  to  their  IVill  ezieBt,it 
sometimes  prevented  from  ezercisiog  the  one/m  which  Uie  others  depend ;  he 
Is  so  completely  dependent  on  those  by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  that  the  vote 
he  thinks 'to  have  given  to  the  citizen  who  has  obtidned  his  oonfidence,  is  often 
diverted  in  fkvor  of  another  of  whom  he  had  nef  er  thought  It  is  to  thif 
elementary  education,  which  can  be  extended  to  every  citizen,  whatever  msy 
be  his  condition  in  life,  that  oar  views  should  be  chiefly  directed.  Louisiaiis 
will  never  reach  the  station  to  which  she  is  entitled  among  her  dsfcer  Ststes, 
nntil  none  of  her  eleojors  skaU  need  the  aid  qf  kia  neighbor  iopr^artka 
laXLot:'  •••••••• 

'*  We  have  a  great  number  pf  statutes  concerninff  public  education ;  but 
we  must  admit  none  of  them  have,  as  yet,  attained  the  end  proposed.    Onr 
primary  schools.  fhiB  objecl  ^  whiok  was  the  diffusion  qf  knowledge  among  Of 
poorer  dosses  of  society^  have  nowhere  answered  our  expectations ;  and  we 
possess  no  institution  for  the  higher  branches  of  literature,  to  which  a  fktber, 
with  any  hope  of  success,  can  trust  the  instruction  of  bis  children.    We  most 
not  permit  ourselves  to  be  left  behind«in  e 
ought  to  exert  ourselves  to  support  the  r< 
ertions  must  necessarily  be  in  proportion 
State  of  New  York,  appropriate  millions  f 
do  ail  that  our  situation  will  admit    If  tb 
much  felt  among  us,  it  cannot  be  attribu 
is  rather  because  a  good  and  orderly  plan 
remedy  this  evil  we  must,  probably,  thiol 
tions,  than  of  employing  more  usefully  the 

**  Twelve  years  have  passed  since  the  ei 
schools  ;  such  a  lapse  of  time  is  undoubti 
judge  of  the  result  of  the  present  system, 
books  of  the  Treasurer  it  appears  that  $3 
vropriated  and  paid  oat  of  the  public  fund 
it  is  doubtful  whether  three  hundred  and  t 
rived  from  those  schools  the  advantages  « 
tend  to  i^f  oIa«5  throughout  the  State.  II 
that  this  system  is  bad  and  ought  to  be  abandoned.'' 

Exactly.  We  think  so  too.  The  whole  secret  is  now  oni.  All  this  parsde 
of  legislation  and  apprvpriation^all  this  ezpenditare  of  mock  patriotinnby 
Leglslatares,  in  the  matter  of  public  education,  was  for  the  poor,  the  ''iiidi- 
geni  M^ren "  of  the  State.  And  now  we  shall  see  how  this  qmtl  charity 
was  received  by  free  born  Americans. 

The  Governor  goes  on  to  say :    *'  In  some  of  our  parishes,  the  poorer 
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cUis  oi  pftreniB,  although  in  a  aalgkborhood  «f  a  tcbool,  refute  to  seiiA  their 
children  becaaae  it  is  repugnant  to  their  feelings  to  have  them  educated  gm- 
toitously.    Tliey  soi^pose  that  foy  accepting  soeh  an  edncation  for  them  tlwy 
redaoe  them  to  the  miserable  sitnatioa  of  tluMe  who  are  forced  to  depend  on  . 
alms  for  a  living." 

MORE  TESTIMONY  TO  THE  SAME  POINT. 

From  the  report  of  a  committee  made  to  the  Legislature  of  1832,  on  the 
subject  of  public  education  in  the  State,  we  extraot  the  following : 

**  In  conformity  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  have 
endeavored  to  procure  all  the  necessary  informaUon  upon  the  situation  of 
onr  primaly  schools,  and  upon  the  best  systems  of  education  adopted  in  the 
other  States  of  the  Union,  to  enable  yon  to  Judge  of  the  modifications  which 
might  be  suitably  made  in  our  laws  upon  public  instruction.  All  the  infor- 
mation that  I  have  ^en  able  to  obtain  ftom  the  different  parishes,  shall  be* 
submitted  to  yoQ.  It  is  far  from  being  as  complete  as  I  could  have  desired, 
but  it  will  serve  to  obviate,  in  some  degree,  the  ctdpMe  negUgtnce  of  those 
who  are.  charged  by  law  to  transmit  to  fon  their  reports  upon  the  state  of  our 
Public  Schools,  and  who  have  so  sddom  acqyUUed  uiemsdvea  of  this  duty, 

**  The  reports  received  from  some  parishes  offer  some  satis&ctory  results, 
and  prove,  at  least,  that  the  sums  allowed  with  so  much  liberality  by  the 
State,  are  not  everywhere  employed  without  profit  It  is  with  regret  that  I 
must  add,  that  these  parishes  form  but  ezisepuons,  and  that  the  situation  of 
schools  in  the  greater,  part  of  tbe  others,  demonstrate  the  inefl&cacy  of  the 
laws  hitherto  adopted  for  the  edncation  of  indigenl  children,  «  «  •  • 
Having  conmiunioated  to  the  Lefflslatnre,  at  one  of  its  last  sessions,  my 
views  upon  our  system  of  public  Tostmction)  and  my  opinions  having  ^ce 
experienced  no  change,  I  will  add  nothing  to  my  observations  upon  this 
subject  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  I  still  consider  as  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  the  very  partial  success  in  our  primary'  schools,  the  invmoibie  repugtumos 
felt  by  most  parents  to  have  their  children  educated  entirely  at  the  expense 
of  the  State.  They  cannot  decide  to  send  their  sons  into  schools  where  they 
are  exposed  to  be  regarded  as  objects  of  pmblio  charity,  and  as  forming  an 
ii^erior  cHass,  distinct  from  that  where  those  are  placed  whose  education 
is  paid  for. 

**Thls  feeUog  of  national  pride,  which  must  necessarily  exist  among  flree- 
men,  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  rendered  ineffectual  all  laws  which  have 
been  adopted  in  those  States  where  they  have  been  devised  to  provide  for 
the  instruction  of  the  Indic^ent  class,  by  admitting  them,  at  the  public  expense, 
into  schools  kept  for  the  children  of  the  more  opment  ranks.  Legislators  have 
been  forced  to  have  recourse  to  other  means  to  arrive  at  the  end  S4^ght 
In  all  countries  and  states  where  the  education  of  youth  is  cultivated  with 
nu>st  care,  they  have  renounced  this  plan  for  the  purpose  of  substituting 
schools  entirely  free ;  wliere  the  sobs  of  the  poor  wad  of  the  rich  man  are 
alike  admitted,  without  any  other  distinction  than  that  which  depends  opon 
themselves  to  establish  by  their  application  and  their  talents.'' 

THE  PLAN  DID  NOT  WORK  WELL. 

From  the  above  extracts,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sole  purpose  of  ihe  sys- 
Um  of  poblie  schools,  as  organlaed  and  for  so  many  years  conducted  in 
LouisiaBa,  was  to  educate  the  *'  indigent  childiea ''  of  the  Stato  as  a  separate 
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elMi.  Bat  tke  pAreati  of  tkese,  feeling  the  honest  pride  of  free  born  Ameri- 
oans,  who  aeknow4edge  no  eaperiority  bat  that  wUdi  Ood  giTe^  Terj 
natanliy  rebelled  egidnet  sneh  en  emBgemeat,  and  kept  thehr  cfandrea,  for 
ihe  moet  pert,  at  bo«e.  They  felt  an  **  unoonquarMe  r^piugnano$"  to  ha^e 
their  80D8  and  daoghtera  edacated  at  the  public  expense,  while  Ifae  wealthy 
planter  kept  aloof  and  made  quite  different  proyialone  for  the  educatlan  of 
his  children.  The  whole  plan  was  admirably  adapted  to  hart  the  feelings 
of  the  poor  and  pamper  the  pride  of  the  rich  —the  slayeholders.  They,  we 
have  no  doubt,  were  quite  satisfied  with  the  working  of  a  system,  the  full 
ripe  fruits  of  which  will  be  more  clearly  illustrated  further  on  in  this  report. 
Ignorant  and  intemperate  men  were  deemed  te  be  fully  competent  to  cany 
out  their  plan  of  educating  the  poor  whites  unCvtunately  loeated  awMig 
them. 

We  trust  the  present  General  Assembly  will  change  all  this;  and  as  slavery 
Is  gone,  let  her  entire  progeny  of  mischief  and  evils  go  with  tke  *'  instlta- 
tkm.''  And  let  our  legislators  n<fw  give  the  people  clearly  to  understand, 
that  the  public  schools  are  for  aU  alUcCf  and  discourage  every  attempt  at 
maintaining,  by  any  system  of  education,  a  shallow  and  anti-repnblican 
aristocracy  among  ns. 

As  for  public  education  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  we  are  happy  to  be 
able  to  say,  the  case  is  quite  different  from  what  it  is  in  the  rural  districts. 
By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  paesed  in  1841,  the  city  was  fully  empowered 
to  attend  to  the  education  of  her  own  children,  and  nobly  has  she  done  it 
She  makes  her  schools  absolutely  free  ;  and  oonsequently,  in  them  the  ridi 
and  poor  enter  alike  and  fare  alike.  The  daughter  bom  to  wealth,  sits  on  the 
same  form  with  the  child  of  poverty;  and  the  son  of  a  poor  washerwomaD, 
very  likely  outranks  in  his  olaes-room  reputation,  the  son  of  a  banker.  This 
is  as  It  should  be  in  a  true  and  enlightened  republic  The  people  of  New 
Orleans  may  well  feel  proud  of  their  eioelleat  public  sohoola,  and  deeply 
gprateful  to  those  worthy  gentlemen  who  planned  and  for  so  many  yean  ad- 
ministered them.  ,  Some  of  them  <'  rest  firom  their  labors,  but  their  works  do 
follow  them." 

It  would  be  very  Interesting  to  go  into  an  examination  of  staUstios  and 
details  of  the  public  school  operations  of  this  State  now,  as  ooopared  with 
what  they  weie  in  years  past,  and  report  the  result  to  your  honorable  body. 
With  proper  and  reliable  material  at  hand  it  would  be  a  profitable  labor,  and 
imdoubtedly  would  result  in  revealing  some  things  encouraging,  while  otiieis 
might  discourge.  Bui  from  what  I  have  seen,  I  confte  I  do  not  deem  oar 
school  statisUcs,  as  reported  to  this  office,  sofBoiently  aocmle  to  fomfah 
trustworthy  data  on  which  to  base  ooncluaions  or  work  out  comp 
We  hope  for  better  in  futufe. 
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SCHOOL  MONEYS  APPORTIONED. 

Sinod  enteritig  upon  the  daties  of  this  office,  I  have  apportioned,  of  pub- 
lic school  moneys,  the  sum  of  $102,327  55,  paid  ont  for  teachers'  salaries. 
THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  STATE  FBEfi  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Bj  the  lair  aboTe  joiarrod  to  it  is  made  raj  dutj  to  reiiort  plana  for  the 
improTement  of  the  Free  School  Fund  of  the  State.  At  preseat  I  do  not  see 
anj  means  of  improring  theee.  Bnt  it  is  very  desirable,  if  possible,  to  save 
th«  acenmnlationsof  past  years,  arising  from  the  sales  of  school  lands,  gen- 
erously donated  by  the  Congress  df  the  United  States  to  Lonislana,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  common  school  education,  to  every  child  of  the  State. 
These  accumulations  were,  on  the  first  of  January,  1862,  represented  by  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eleven  (1211)  State  bonds,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  one  million  one  hundred  and  ninety  three  thousand  and  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, ($1,193,500,)  besides  a  large  indebtedneas  for  school  lands  sold,  I  pre- 
sume, still  due.  The  interest  ^n  this  sum  of  money,  at  six  per  oent.  per 
annum,  was  by  law  appropriated  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  several  towns,  in  which  the  lands  sold  were  located,  and 
as  the  bonds  have  been  carried  oflf  by  the  rebel  State  olfic^rs,  both  principal 
and  interest  seem  to  be  in  danger  of  being  lost  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  set  s^art  as  a  sacred  trust,  viz :  the  education  of  the  children  of  the 
State.  I  would  very  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Greneral  Aascm- 
blv  to  this  subject 

SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Also,  I  would  respectftilly  suggest  that  some  measures  be  adopted  to  ascer- 
tain, as  fikr  as  may  be  possible,  the  condition  and  amount  of  our  school  lands 
restiaining  unsold,  and  to  see  that  they  are  not  lost  to  the  State ;  also,  that 
the  parish  surveyors  be  by  law  required  to  lools  after  these  lands,  and  here- 
after report  upon  them  annually. 

VARIOUS  MATTERS  ON  WHICH  REPORTS  SHOULD  BE  MADE. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  the  Superintendent  at  Public  Education  to 
be  able  to  report  to  yonr  honorable  body,  carefully  collecled  &cts  and  de- 
tails respecting  the  number  of  schools  and  schoolable  children  in  the  differ- 
ent parishes  of  the  State— the  number  attending  school,  with  the  number  of 
school-houses  erected  during  the  past  year,  and  their  cost  ;and  the  average 
time  the  schools  have  been  kept  open ;  also,  the  amount  paid  for  tuition,  with 
the  sources  whence  the  different  items  of  school  moneys  havtt  been  derived* 
all  of  which  the  law  requires ;  but  these  are  details  wliich,  if  not  collected 
and  reported  by  the  local  directors  of  the  districts  and  forwarded  by  the 
parish  treasurers,  it  is  impossible  for  this  office  to  present  them  to  the  €ren- 
eral  Assembly.  Ahd  as  I  have  not  received  any  reports  fh>m  the  district  and 
parisii  officers,  embracing  these  fiicts,  I  have  none  to  transmit  to  your  honor- 
able body. 
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CIRCULARS  ISSUBD,  MAKING  CERTAIN  ENQUIRIES  AS  TO  THE 
CONDITION  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  THE  STATE. 

Soon  after  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  office,  I  iasoed  a  circular  to 
Tarioos  gentlenieii  interested  in  the  subject  of  education,  living  in  diffsreat 
parisliea,  in  wUok  I  made  several  inquiries  respecting  tbe  public  schools  ii 
their  districts,  one  of  wliich  asked  for  the  number  of  these  kept  open  m  die 
parish  during  tlie  past  year.  The  answers  usually  were,  thai  in  most  of  the 
districts  the  schools  had  been  closed  since  the  war  comraenoed.  Frosi  the 
answers  thus  obtained,  and  from  other  information  receiTod  from  ▼arkmi 
sources,  I  have  to  report  that  the  public  schools  in  the  rural  parishes  havs 
generally  been  closed  during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

USUAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Various  causes  have  operated  to  lower  tbe  grade  and  diminish  the  usefhl- 
ness  of  these  schools,  as  heretofore  condticted ;  the  first  and  most  prominent 
of  which  seems  to  have  been  in  some  way  or  other  connected  with  the  sction, 
or  rather  with  the  want  of  action,  of  tbe  local  district  directors.  I  see,  not 
only  by  the  reports  made  by  my  predecessors  in  oflloe,  but  also  by  answen 
given  to  my  own  circulars  before  referred  to,  that  these  men  have  firequently 
been  culpably  careless  and  remiss  in  the  performance  of  tiieir  official  dntiee ; 
first,  in  regard  to  their  employment  of  improper  persons  for  teachers,  fre- 
quently employing  such  as  disgraced  the  profession  by  their  immorality  or  in- 
competency; second,  by  not  exercising  a  proper  oversight  of  the  school,  after 
having  employed  tbe  teachers  ;  and  third,  in  not  making  the  prop«  reports 
respecting  tbtir  official  acts  in  managing  them,  as  by  law  they  are  required 
to  do ;  and  thus  their  neglecting  to  perform  very  plain  and  reasonable  oflieiil 
duties,  has  resulted  in  keeping  the  affairs  of  our  public  schools  in  the  ninl 
districts  in  great  confusion,  and,  to  a  large  extent,  also  has  deprived  the 
youth  of  our  State  of  the  great  benefits  proposed  in  our  excellent  legislatifs 
enactments  organizing  the  system. 

In  proof  of  the  official  neglect  and  carelessness  of  these  district  directon 
in  the  country  parishes,  and  also  to  make  known  to  your  honorable  body 
some  of  the  evils  to  be  remedied,  and  the  work  to  be  done  in  our  State  is 
the  cause  of  public  education;  I  beg  leave  to  transcribe  a  few  of  the  answen 
given  to  the  qtiestions  contained  in  the  circulars  I  issued— before  alluded  to. 

DIRECTORS  EMPLOTIN0  IMPROPER  TEACHERS. 

First    In  regard  to  their  employment  of  improper  teachers. 

Question  Sixth  of  my  arcular.  What  is  the  general  standing  qf  (he  PMc 
Sohod  Teachers  qf  your  Parish,  as  regards  mored  character  and  HUrmy  d- 
taimnents? 

Answer.    "A  most  shameftil  carelessness  has  been  allowed  in  the  couitry 
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in  respect  to  teachers,  some  of  whom  were  actual  corrfbrmed  drunkards^  of 
dissolidemoraU,  tad  some  of  them  have  kept  school  for  foar  and  fi^e  years 
in  the  same  parish,  notwithstanding.  Nothing  but  ignorance  or  criminal  in- 
difference coiild  have  tolerated  such  cormpt  and  disgraceful  proceedings.'' 

Ansirer  fh>m  a  gentleman,  in  another  parish,  to  the  same  qaestion : 

'*  Generally,  they  are  immordly  and  have  disschde  majmers.  Too  many  are 
nothing  but  gamblers  o(  drunkards— incapable  beings.  They  are  not  reli- 
gious enough.    To  such  eyils  the  best  remedies  must  be  soon  applied." 

From  another,  still : 

**  They  possess  neither  the  moral  nor  literary  qualifications,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  the  essential  qualities  of  teachers." 

DUTIES  NOT  PERFORMED  BT  DIRECTORS. 

Further :  in  regard  to  the  Dhreetors. 

FUth  question.  '*  Do  (As  School  IHreetors  perform  the  duties  qf  thdr  <jffic$ 
fttW^yllyf 

Answer.  ''  The  Directors,  in  general,  do  not  perform  their  duties  as  faith- 
ftilly  as  might  be  expected.  They  do  not  show  that  interest  aod  zeal,  which 
a  subject  so  important  requires  ;  most  of  them  are  lukewarm,  not  to  say 
indilTerent." 

Answer  to  the  same,  firom  another  parish : 

**  Generally  speaking,  they  did  not,  and  could  not,  because,  b^og  scareely 
able  to  read  and  write,  they  were  mastered  by  influences  and  imposed  upon 
by  parties  interested  in  the  contempt  of  public  schools  *  *  the  dave- 
Mdsrs,— their  interest  being  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  control  them  at  all  times." 

Anolfaer  answer: 

*'  Never  1    They  are  generally  unable  and  nnwUUng  to  do  it" 

And  still  another : 

«  •  •  Very  scarcely,  not  to  say  more — they  were  generally  ineiqiable," 
Ams,  fto. 

These,  and  the  like  answers,  might  be  continued  much  ftirtber,  bnt  I  think 
I  have  given  enouf^h. 

PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS  COMPARED. 

Another  question : 

'*  Hovo  do  the  Frte  Public  Schools  seem  to  rank  in  ihe  tsUmatim  qf  thepeopls 
compared  wiih  the  privaUj  and  ^  one  or  the  other  has  the  prtferenoe,  iiiyai  do 
^foutMnkisihe  cause qfUT 

Answer.  *'  The  free  public  schools  have  always  been  more  in  fiivor  with 
the  masses  of  the  people  than  private  sdiooli.  The  reason  is,  the*  tlie 
genefality  ef  the  people  being  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  free  publie 
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Bobools  did  not  care  to  employ  private  temcben,  though  able  to  do  so.  Thtj 
bad  also  a  kind  of  apathy  or  careleascess  to  whatever  had -reference  to  edn- 
cation.^' 

Answer  from  another.  *'  The  most  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  country 
parishes  have  always  been  indifferent  as  to  edacation,  bdng  themselves  very 
^oraat.  In  my  opinioni  the  system  of  public  educatioo,  attended  to  by 
competent  directors  and  teachers,  is  the  best  The  population  generally  are 
poor,  and  free  education  is  more  convenient  for  them  than  any  other  system; 
but  the  beet  care  and  a  strict  police,  as  well  as  a  severe  discipline,  must  se- 
cure the  abilities  of  good  teachers,  and  the  prompt  attendance  of  pupils  at 
the  different  scbools." 

Another  answer  to  the  same.  "  Beyond  a  doubt,  if  the  public  schools  had 
been  kept  regularly,  and  by  competent  teaoben,  the  mooi  of  the  population 
prefer  that  system  to  the  other ;  but  under  the  system  where  no  encoursge- 
ment  was  given  to  competent  teachers,  the  free  public  schools,  mostiy  left  in 
immoral  and  incomptUrU  hands,  fell  into  disrepute.  But  a  good  and  efficient 
system  of  free  public  schools  would  be  most  gladly  and  thankfully  received 
by  the  people." 

Still  another.  "  The  private  schools  seem  to  have  had  the  preferenoe 
heretofore,  and  will  continue  to  have  it,  in  my  opinion,  if  appropriations  are 
ever  made  for  the  support  of  tbem.  There  is  a  distinction  existing  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  private  schools  will  tend  to  keep  it  np.  The  rich 
wtll  not  send  their  children  to  the  same  school  with  the  poor,  therefore  if 
Itey  wish  for  private  schools  let  them  pay  for  them." 

Again.  *'  Private  schools  were  by  much  prefsrable.  First,  becanee  they 
w«re  provided  with  mueh  better  teachers,  their  safary  being  better ;  seooad, 
because  they  never  had  more  pupils  than  they  could  manage,  which  was 
quite  the  contrary  with  public  schools ;  and  third,  because  the  parenia  who 
engaged  these  private  teaohers  were  generally,  the  best  edaoated  part  of  the 
people." 

Again.  "  The  f^e  schools  rank  much  lower  than  the  privale.  I  think  the 
cause  is  that  the  wealthy  take  no  interest  in  the  free  public  schools,  prtferrtog 
to  Bend  their  children  to  private  schools  or  employ  teachers  in  their  fiun- 
iUes." 

And  again :  "  Public  schools  would  rank  first,  if  the  teachers  were  capa- 
ble and  adber." 

But  here  I  must  stop  on  this  part  of  the  subject  The  foregoing  answen 
plainly  show  what  is  wanted  to  give  our  public  schools  the  rank  they  ought 
to  have  in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  to  accomplish  the  great  good 
intended  in  their  organisation  by  the  State. 

DIFFICULTIES  ENCOUNTERBD  BY  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOIA 

Another  inquiry  I  made  was  the  foUowiug  * 

IfM^  in  your  opMon,  ore  (&e  firincyal  di^.uifisa  IM  ik$pn$«id  gyilmcf 
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jniNte  edueaSori  enc&uniers  in  the  ccuniry  pdrUheSf  and  kow  do  j/6u  ^(nkfhep 
may  he  removed  f 

To  which  I  receired,  among  many  others  of  a  similar  import,  the  following' 
ftDswers : 

First  "  The  greatest  difficulty  encountered  In  the  present  system  of  pub- 
lic education,  is  the  want  of  funds,  and  also  of  qualified  teachers.  I  would 
recommend,  therefore,  that  liberal  appropriations  should  be  made  to  meet 
thtf  wants  of  the  firee  public  schools,  gidng  good  salaries,  and  then  you  will 
haye  competent  teachers.  Another  obstacle  almost  insurmountable  in  the 
country  parishes,  is  that  the  inhabitants  of  some  districts  live  so  fir  apart 
that  it  is  yery  difficult  to  assemble  together  a  sufficient  number  of  children 
to  form  a  scho<*l."  •  •  "Moreover,  there  is  a  thorough  uifconcem  toward 
the  education  of  youth.  Many  rich  fetrmers,  on  being  asked  the  reason  for 
not  sending  their  children  to  school,  would  answer  Uiftt  the  greatest  crimi- 
nals in  the  world  were  men  of  refined  education,  and  they  were  afraid  that 
in  giving  learning  to  their  children  ihey  shotdd  become  sooundrds  also  !  Oth- 
ers would  say  that  they  themselves  had  got  along  very  well  without  learning, 
and  their  children  coM  do  the  same,"  etc.,  etc. 

Ag^n.  Answer  to  the  same,  fi*om  a  -different  party  :  ''Before  the  war, 
public  education  was  very  defisctive,  fbr  many  reasons— First,  rich  people 
were  accustomed  to  send  their  children  to  the  best  colleges  and  academies 
in  the  North  and  West.  Then  the  free  schools  were  for  the  poor  classes  only. 
The  education  was  insufficient,  and  in  no  way  republican.  Members  of  the 
Legislature,  composed  of  rich  men  only,  always  made  laws,  in  order  io  pre- 
vent the  light  to  spread  over  the  poor.  The  ftinds  fbr  the  schools  were  few  and 
badly  appropriated.  Teachers  were  not  oarefhlly  chosen,  or,  if  good,  were 
not  remunerated  enough.  Parents  and  pupils  were  indolent  and  indifferent, 
and  kept  in  such  a  state  by  the  rich,  who  kiftw  their  apatiietic  character, 
and  are  opposed  to  their  education, /earing  to  lose  (heir  influence  and  despotism 
overfhem!!" 

Answer  fh)m  another:  ''Here  we  have  two  answers  to  make— first,  the 
rich  planters  bdng  interested  to  preserve  their  authority  or  dominion  over 
the  poor  in  order  that  they  could  use  him  as  a  macliine,  not  only  opposed  the 
syslemt  and  tried  to  destroy  it,  but  often-times  appointed  for  directors  of  public 
Bohoob  men  «nable  and  incapable  to  fulfill  the  ditties  of  the  office,  and 
sometimes  men  truly  ignorant,  as  teachers.  Second,  the  teachers  were  ordi- 
narily very  badly  pidd,"  etc.,  etc. 

Again :  *'  The  principal  difficoltiea  are,  the  want  of  sniloient  tbnds,  and  a 
proper  eare  tn  -the  selection  of  teaehers.  Thete  might  be  revoved  by  in- 
creasing the  ftmds,  and  employing  Int^Ugeot  sohool  direoton,  instead  of 
ignonmt  ones,  as  has  too  often  been  the  eaie»  It  would  also,  I  think,  be 
ntmmuj  to  esittbMsh  laws  compelling  parents  to  send  their  children  regu- 
larly to  school.*' 
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Still  anoih^r  uiawer^  and  from  a  differeat  pariih :  **  The  sfBtas  of  edaoa- 
tion  is  good.  Bat  the  dlfflcultj  is  with  tbe  people.  The  mijoritj  of  our 
dtisena  is  oreole/aod  the7  being  mostl j  onedacated,  do  not  feel  the  neceid^ 
of  an  education,  as  tbej  ought  to,  and  for  this  reason  interfere  with  the  conne 
of  instruction  by  not  sending  their  children  regularly.  And  the  direcUns 
are  sometimes  men  of  yerj  little  education,  and  therefore  neglect  to  inyesti- 
gate  tbe  real  capacity  and  character  of  teachers.  We  Juive  cfUn  had  very 
ifdmr^perate  men  teaching  in  our  schools.  The  directors  should  be  men  of  eda- 
4sation,  and  the  teachers  should  be  educated  and  sober  men,''  etc.,  etc. 

And  again  :  **  The  difBculties  of  the  public  system  of  education,  were  for 
the  most  part  owing  to  bad  management :  First,  the  directors  were  mostiy 
ignoraut.  Second,  the  teachers  were  often  immoral  and  incompetent  Third, 
the  wages  of  teachers  were  not  paid  in  due  time,  *  *  •  and  were  not 
tufflcient  to  induce  good  and  practical  teachers  to  devote  their  energies  to 
the  tasic.  Fourth,  the  school  houses  are  wanting  or  hadly  Jooakd,  Therefore! 
in  my  opinion,  ^  good  competent  school  superiniendenl  ought  to  he  appokiUd  in 
every  partsh,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  visit  each  school  in  every  district  at 
least  four  times  a  year,  and  to  ascertain  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils,  and 
to  cause  the  directors  and  teachers  to  do  their  duty." 

Still  another :  "  An  indifference  to  education  prevails  generally:  Incom- 
petent persons  are  elected  school  dlreciors  in  tbe  different  districts.  They 
have,  in  most  cases,  some  friend  or  relative,  who,  for  the  sake  of  employment, 
(regardless  of  qualifioaUons,)  is  appointed  teacher ;  no  one  pays  any  atten- 
tion to  the  progress  of  the  children,  or  sees  whether  the  teacher  does  his 
duty,  and  thus  the  matter  is  conducted  from  year  to  year." 

And  finally,  on  this  subject,  one  genUeman  enumerates  the  difficulties  that 
the  public  schools  encounter  in  the  parishes  and  their  remedies,  as  follows: 

''First,  the  worthlessness  o&most  teachers.  Second,  the  bad  location  of 
the  school  houses,  which  are  not  placed  in  the  centre  of  tbe  district.  Third, 
the  ignorance  of  parents  and  school  directors.  These  difficulties  may  be  re- 
moved by  appointing  good  school  directors,  who  will  select  good  teachers, 
without  regard  to  firiendship  or  parentage,  and  who  will  have  the  school 
house  located  in  tbe  proper  place." 

OTHER  WITNESSES  TESTIFYING  THE  SAME. 

And  now,  to  show  that  the  reports  which  I  have  received  aad  in  pari  quoted, 
do  not  represent  exeq^enal  cases,  which  might  possibly  by  some  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  unnsual  and  dietiaoted  timesat present  passhig  before  ua,  butars 
such  as  show  a  tolerably  fiUr  average  of  the  eonditton  and  working  of  <he 
educational  system  of  our  State  for  years  past,  tender  the  wUhering  and  ^^igjhi- 
ing  ir^uence  of  siavery,  I  will  here  present  a  l|w  extracts  firom  reports  i 
by  my  predecessors  in  office  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Slate. 
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FBOM  THE  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT  Of  18fi5. 

**  The  treaiorer*  of  the  parish  of reporto  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  schools  and  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  as  "good,  had  and  indiffer- 
enlJ*^  There  are  twenty-seven  schools  in  the  parish.  The  cause  of  the  schools 
not  1i>eing  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  is  attributed  to  the  indifference  and 
'*  penorionsness  of  the  directors,"  who,  if  thej  can  employ  an  ignorant 
teacher  at  the  lowett  price,  think  they  have  accomplished  their  whole  duty, 
and  made,  withal,  a  splendid  speculation,  while  competent  and  worthy 
teachers  are  set  aside." 

From  the  same  report :  "  The  condition  of  the  public  schools  in  the  parish 

of is  far  from  being  good,  owing  in  some  measure  to  the  fkct  that  a 

majority  of  the  school  directors  and  teachers  are  not  properly  qualified  to 
discharge  their  duties,  and  but  few  of  them  try  to  learn  what  tiieir  dutiei 
are." 

Another  still  from  the  same  report  of  1855 :  *  *  *  *'  I  have  guarded 
the  directors  of  every  district  against  employing  any  teacher  who  is  not  pro- 
vided with  a  certificate  of  ability  from  you,  and  hope  they  will  comply  with 
my  request,  for  Uiaa  melancholy  fact  thai  incompetent  teachers  have  been 
employed  in  many  cases.  *  •  *  In  my  humble  opinion  we  ought  to  rduni 
to  the  system  of  parish  superintendents ;  and  their  principal  duties  should  be 
to  visit  all  the  districts  every  three  months,  to  assist  the  directors,  to  examine 
the  teachers,  etc.,  etc.  *  *  Then  this  officer,  by  a  regular  intercourse  with 
the  directors  and  teachers  of  each  district,  would  be  better  qualified  to  report 
to  the  State  Superintendent  about  the  condition  of  the  schools."    *    •    « 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  1858.' 

•*  When  we  look  at  this  report,  (parish  report  fh)m ,)  we  perceive 

that  the  time  during  which  our  schools  are  taught  is  not  three  months  for 
each  district ;  that  the  number  of  children  attending  school  falls  short  of 
one- third  of  the  whole  number  of  children  between  the  specified  ages.  *  * 
The  causes  that  tend  to  these  results,  viz :  the  incapacity  of  the  teachers,  and 
the  general  apathy  of  the  district  directors,  and  of  the  people  generally,  have 
been  heretofore  set  forth  in  former  reports." 

Same  report,  fl*om  the  parish  of :    "  It  will  appear  to  your  honor 

how  difficult  it  is  to  arrive  at  a  repbrt  that  would  enable  you  to  come  to  some 
conclusion  upon  the  amount  of  benefit  rendered  in  this  parish  by  the  publl^ 
school  ^rstem,  if  yon  could  only  see  whom  we  have  fbr  directors,  on&fftj^ 
cf  toAom  make  fAeir  crosses  for  Ihebr  signaiwes.  Consequently  we  have  very 
meagre  reportiT  flrom  some,  or,  in  fact,  all  the  districts,  and  f^om  s6me  none. 
*  *  *  I  regret  to  say  tiiat  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  for  the  want  of  a  system 
to  enferoe  the  directors  to  employ  efficient  teachers,  and  a  want  of  capacity 

•TIm  pariiili  feraMamt  jbaIw  thtir  nporto  lo  tha  Btoto  Soperlntondrat,  who  vohodim  %tmn 
in  Ills  rtrpoH  to  th«  L^tMittuv. 
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in  80  many  of  oor  dfreotons  tbat  the  ftindi  dkbuned  do  by  no  meaiifl  retain 
an  equiTalent  to  those  for  whose  benefit  they  are  paid  ouf 

Report  from  the  parish  of :  "  We  have  a  few  tolerable  schools  here ; 

but,  generally,  the  teachers  t^re  scholasiiciUly  had  tLa^nwraUy  worse!  The 
directors  are  unedncated,  and  consequently  incompetent  to  judge  of  the  ac- 
quirements of  applicants,  and  are  regardless  of  their  ^octoZ  siandmg  and 
moral  character  t " 

From  the  parish  of :   "The  truth  is,  there  is  little  or  no  interest 

manifested  by  our  citizens  in  the  public  schools.  We  have  no  school  houses 
in  the  proper  acceptation  of  the  term.  The  schools  are  generally  taught  in 
dingy,  rickety ,  half-roofless  sheds  or  shanties,  that  a  planter  of  ordinary  capa' 
city  for  managing  his  affairs  would  not  allow  his  negroes  to  inhabit  I,  my- . 
self,  haye  taught  school  for  months  in  an  apology  for  a  school  house,  through 
the  cracks  and  holes  of  which  I  could  easily  throw  a  good  sized  urchin  of 
sixteen  years.    There  are  honorable  exceptions,  however." 

From  the  parish  of :  "  The  general  character  and  condition  of  the 

firee  public  schools  of  this  parish  are  not  very  good,  owing  principally  to  the 
neglect  of  the  Police  Jury  in  not  Appointing  competent  oonunissionefs  to  ex- 
aqiine  teachers ;  and  also  a  carelessness,  or  neglect  upon  the  part  of  the 
directors  in  not  paying  that  attention  to  the  fostering  of  schools  in  their 
different  districts  that  they  should.  *  *  *  Ab  regards  the  qualifications  of 
teachers,  it  is  not  good,  for  sotne  of  them  can  scorce^  wriU  their  own  names. 
And  I  think  that  the  Legislature  should  make  a  standard  of  qualifications  for 
teachers  of  free  public  schools.*' 

FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  185^. 

From  the  parish  of :  "  I  have  not  recdved  a  single  report  from  the 

different  school  directors  of  this  parish.  Yon  will,  therefore,  perceive  the 
difficulty  under  which  I  have  labored,  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  my  fbr- 
nishing  anything  like  an  exact  account  of  the  schools  in  oar  parish.  *  * 
The  directors  seem  to  take  little  or  no  interest  in  the  schools.  *  *  *  We 
have  some  good  teachers,  and  I  think  some  of  them  are  more  than  ordinarUy 
scrry:^ 

From  the  parish  of :  "Dear  Sir— It  is  with  moch  regret  that  I  am 

unable  to  report  any  improvement  in  the  public  schools  of  this  parish,  bat 
such  is  the  fact  In  reference  to  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  in  most  in- 
ttaaoes,  they  are  extremely  poor :  in  fact  a  large  mafority  of  tbem  are  wA 
ai  afi  quaiyioi.  How,  and  why  it  is,  that  such  men  are  employed  by  the 
school  directors,  I  am  unable  to  state.  There  are,  however,  a  few  teachers 
in  the  parish  who  are  competent,  and  where  tbey  are  employed  the  schools 
proaper.  Bfany  of  tiie  citizens  of  the  parish,  who  are  able,  have  abandoMd 
the  public  schools  and  employed  private  teachers." 

Prom  the  parish  of :  "  The  teachers  are  generally  uttaiy  indompe- 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


APPENDIX.  161 

liNl,  tad  H  cannot  be  otberwiM  while  the  pittance  now  p«ld  to  teMben  wU^ 
■oereelj  raiae  them  above  absolute  want  Tbe  consequences  are,  tbose  enr 
ployed  are  unfit  for  their  duties,  *  *  and  as  fkr  as  this  parish  is  conoemedt 
the  system  is  in  a  perfectly  damoroKsMl  etrndUicn," 

I  beg  leave  here  to  transcribe  the  opinion  of  another  gentleman  embraced 
In  the  report  of  1R59,  in  which  he  more  clearly  notices  some  of  the  evils  of 
tiie  present  system,  and  suggests  their  remedies.    He  says : 

**  I  can  only  reiterate  the  defects  of  tiie  present  school  system,  mentioned 
in  my  report  of  last  year.  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  ftill  report  of  the  dllto- 
•nt  school  districts  in  the  parish,  for  the  reason  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  directors  of  the  third  district,  no  report  has  been  made  to  me,  and  the 
defects  of  the  law  are  the  cause  thereof  There  are  districts  in  the  parish 
wherein  the  population  is  so  small  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  having  three 
school  directors,  as  the  law  requires  to  have  in  each  district  or  ward.  It  is 
Imperatfue  that  the  law  be  changed,  so  that  there  be  either  one  superinten- 
dent for  each  parish,  or  three  directors  for  the  whole  parish,  instead  of  three 
in  each  ward  or  district,  as  the  law  is  now.  It  ought  to  be  made  the  duty  of 
the  superintendent  or  directors  to  establish  a  public  school  at  the  parhh  seat, 
and  other  portions  of  the  parish  where  a  thickly  settled  neighborhood  de- 
mands the  opening  of  a  schooL  Further,  that  no  school  be  considered  a 
public  school,  except  wh&re  U  i$  utabUiked  a$  sticfc  by  1h$  tvp&rMtndad  or 
dktdon.  Under  the  present  law,  nearly  every  wealthy  planter  has  a  school 
at  his  house,  and  draws  the  pro  rata  share  out  of  the  public  treasury.  The 
poor  children  have  not  the  benefit  of  these  schools,  and  in  this  parish,  wMch 
pays  about  fourteen  thousand  dollars  school  tax,  there  is  consequently  not 
money  enough  in  the  treasury  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  single  public  school 
at  the  parish  seat,  where  it  ought  to  be.  Under  the  present  very  defsctiva 
law,  where  there  are  three  sdiool  directors  in  each  district  or  ward,  aay  three 
sen  in  a  thickly  populated  neighborhood  can  start  asehool,  even  when  there 
is  no  necessity  for  it  But  if  there  is  one  really  public  school  in  the  parish, 
then  every  one  has  the  right  to  send  schoolable  children  fliere,  and  (5oee  ^eho 
pr^er^eAwatihg  Ihdr  6kUdrmaihomB,oughifu4todramfirom1hB8Uikk^^ 
k>payJorU.  The  present  law  is  altogether  too  much  mixed  up.  Let  eve^ 
law  be  repealed,  and  make  a  new  one,  simple  in  ita  provisions,  and  plain, 
that  every  body  may  nndsntand  it,''  etc.,  etc,  etc 

FROM  THB  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT  OF  I860. 

From  the  parish  of :  *<  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  districta 

In  this  parish,  the  condition  of  the  schools  is  bad.  In  seven  cases  out  of  ten 
the  teachers  employed  are  not  qualified  to  teach.  In  a  large  portion  of  the 
district,  the  citisens  take  no  interest  in  the  matter.  In  some  districts  the 
.people  are  swindled  out  of  their  money  by  some  shrewd  teachers,  throng 
tiie  MgHgmw$  or  {gnoronos  of  tiie  directors,''  etc,  etc 
11 
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Frontbe  pariflh  of :  *    *    *    *'  We  !>«▼•  maoy  public  tohoelB,  and 

Buiy  of  thorn  are  impogUUms  <m  <Ae  oonfiuaij^  in  which  they  are  loeatod ; 
bat  we  believe  that  the  present  system,  if  fully  carried  oat,  as  intesded  by 
our  legislative  bodies,  woald  be  as  good  as  coald  be  eoforoed.  *  *  He 
qoaliflcatioDa  of  teachers  in  the  private  schools  I  pronoonce  to  be  good  ;  bat 
some  of  those  engaged  in  the  public  schools  are  very  deficient  indeed,  cii 
are  a  disgrace  to  tif  oommunUy  in  which  they  j»r0(end  to  tench.  Bot  the  sys- 
tem shoold  not  be  condemned  because  a  few  disgrace  the  part  which  is  ea- 
ftrosted  to  their,  care  and  management" 

From  the  parish  of :    "  Dear  Sir— In  compliance  with  law,  I  have 

the  honor  to  make  my  report ;  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  none  ofthe  district 
directors  hsve  sent  me  in  their  annaal  reports,  mine  must  be  lev  satisfiutory 
than  it  might  otherwise  be.  Tlieee  directors  do  not  pay  saflBdent  atieBtion 
to  the  moral  character  of  teachers,  and  are  themselves  often  incompeteot  to 
judge  of  their  literary  capacity.  *  *  I  would  suggest  the  revival  of  tbe 
parish  sitperiniendent  sysiem.  Let  him  be  well  qualified  and  required  to  attend 
to  his  duties,  and  be  liberally  paid  for  hie  services." 

From  another  parish :  *  *  *  '<  From  my  personal  knowledge  of  the 
schools,  there  are  some  very  good  ones,  with  eflicient  and  competent  teaohsn, 
but  the  nuyority  of  the  teachers  are  whoUy  tneon^Mtent." 

FROM  THE  RBt^ORT  OF  1861. 

From  the  parish  ol .      *      *      •      a  xhe  character  of  oar  poUic 

•obools  is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be,  owing  to  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
diieetors  to  employ  competent  teachers." 

From  the  parish  of :    "  I  have  no  improvement  to  report  sinee  mj 

last,  in  the  condition  and  success  of  tlie  schoob  under  our  present  ^ttsa. 
The  qualificalions  of  teachers,  with  a  very  few  exoeptioos,  are  very  htdi/w&d, 
hoUi  morally  and  inidkctuaUy,  The  directors,  and  the  people  generally,  seea 
to  care  but  very  little  for  their  soccefis,  and  give  the  matter  no  attestieo. 
Eambling  teaobeie,  finding  oat  the  state  of  the  ftinda  in  any  district,  go  to 
work  with  zeal,  and  get  such  districts  organlaed  with  the  least  possible  d^, 
and  with  the  same  continued  seal  soon  exfaaust  the  ftiads  and  then  emigrste 
to  some  other  moneyed  district  and  do  lilcewiso.  In  a  word,  I  consider  the 
money  applied  to  the  schools  under  the  present  law  enllrelv  Bqaandered,sad 
•of  but  little  advantage  to  those  whom  the  law  intended  to  benefit  by  it" 

FROM  THE  SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT  OF  1862. 

*  *  *  "  Our  schools,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  wer%  much  depnsMd 
by  "  Lincoln's  war,"  and  many  schools  suspended  ;  but  recently  some  have 
rallied  and  commenced  again,  and  others,  no  doubt,  will  soon,  provided 
"  King  Cotton  "  has  a  word  in  the  transaction*  In  fiu>t  our  schools  have  been 
00  fiuctuating  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  out  a  satisisctoiy  report   JUay 
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teaohen  have  gone  to  the  war,  and  there  are  a  few  more  that  eo>uld  he  spared 
wUh  hen^  *  *  *  I  trnit  the  above  will  snffice,  as  we  have  bat  little 
time  to  attend  to  reports,  unless  it  is  war  repcftU,  for  dhlling  here  is  as  com- 
mon as  'p^  (roofcff.' " 

From  the  parish  of :  •    •    ♦    **  As  to  the"  condition  of  the  schools 

here,  the  term  ^gtneral  stagnaiUm,*  caused  by  the  existing  war,  is  the  best 
description  that  I  can  offer." 

From  another :  *  *  *  '*  I  am  not  able  to  give  (bller  details,  haying  re- 
ceived no  reports  from  the  directors  of  the  different  school  districts." 

And  again :  *  *  *  <^  I  have  received  no  reports  from  the  directors  that 
will  impart  any  information.  All  reports  are  imperfect  as  to  what  the  law 
requires." 

REltABKS  ON  THE  ABOVE. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  mj  predecessors  in  office,  as  well 
as  from  information  obtained  bj  myself,  that  the  cause  of  public  education 
in  this  State  has  been  greatly  mismanaged  for  years  past  Judicious  and 
sufficient  laws  have  been  enacted.  Appropriations  of  money  have  also  been 
made,  and  made  liberally  ;  and  worthy,  able  gentlemen  have  endeavored  to 
perfect  the  working  of  the  system.  But,  with  all  these  appliances  and  efforts, 
we  have  seen  that  the  children  of  the  State  have  been  very  badly  taught  or 
not  taught  at  all. 

The  frequent  complaint  of  the  parish  treasurers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make 
their  annual  school  reports  to  this  office,  of  the  delinquencies  and  misman- 
agement of  these  district  directors,  show  a  culpable  negligence  of  their  offi- 
cial duty  on  the  part  of  many  of  these  gentlemen.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
attach  blame  to  whom  blame  does  not  belong ;  for  there  are  many  honorable 
exceptions  among  them ;  but  where  the  same  complaints  are  made  by  so 
many  different  parties,  and  in  successive  years,  we  are  forced  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  these  are  not  made  without  a  cause.  The  Instances  are  too 
numerous,  and  the  cases  too  nearly  parallel,  to  allow  us  to  believe  they  are 
accidental  and  without  foundation. 

REMEDY  PROPOSED  FOR  EXISTING  EVILS. 

Now,  when  we  have  well  ascertained  the  existence  of  an  e?il  in  the  body 
politic,  it  is  wise  to  apply  a  remedy,  in  case  one  is  found  which  is  applicabki ; 
and,  in  the  matter  under  consideration,  I  truly  believe  the  remedy  is  entirely 
within  reach ;  and  that,  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  is  to  remodel  the  law 
appointing  district  directors,  and  to  re-enact  the  law  appointing  parish  super, 
intendents,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  supervise  the  working  of  the  school 
systam  in  the  parishes.  As  the  law  now  stands  there  are,  outside  of  New. 
Orleans,  and  it  may  be  two  or  three  other  towns  or  ciUes,  no  officers  to 
control  the  working  of  the  State  laws  on  the  subject  of  public  schools,  except 
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tke  State  laperiateaddAt  and  these  diatrict  dir«cton ;  and  It  la  aot  poiriUe 
for  the  superiatendeat  to  apply  the  details  of  the  law,  and  manage  ita  open- 
tioDS  In  the  more  than  one  thousand  school  districts  of  the  State.  And  I 
presume  it  will  not  be  questioned  but  that  the  State  Superintendent  of  Poblie 
Bdttoation  should  continue  to  keep  his  office  at  the  seat  of  goyenmeot  of  the 
State,  as  has  alwajs  been  customary ;  for  his  official  dotiea  osaally  require 
his  presence  there.  Then  there  remains  but  the  district  directors  to  work  oat 
Its  profisions  and  see  that  the  children  of  the  State  are  educated.  How  tbey 
baye  performed  their  part  of  the  labor,  at  least  in  Tory  many  instaaees,  I 
think  I  haFe  pretty  fully  made  known  to  your  honorable  body.  They  btTS 
J^een  tried,  and  haTO  iailed—miferably  fkiled.  They  cannot,  It  Bcemi,  be 
Intrusted  with  the  execution  of  such  an  important  charge,  miey  hare  been 
"  weighed  in  the.  balance  and  found  wanting." 

NUMBER  OP  DIRECTORS  TO  EACH  PARISH. 

Therefore,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  part  of  the  sdiool  laws 
respecting  directors  be  modified,  so  that  there  shall  be  five  good  men  ap- 
pointed or  chosen  directors  for  each  parish  \  but  in  case  the  parish  is  quite 
large,  or,  as  is  sometimes  the  caee,  part  lies  on  the  right  and  part  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  ri?er,  then  there  shall  be  eight  directors  for  the  par- 
ish, properly  distributed ;  and  besides  the  directors,  there  sliould  be  a  pariih 
superintendent,  who  shall  be  paid  a  salary  for  his  seirlces,  with  his  datiei 
prescribed  by  law. 

PARISH  SUPBRINTBNDBNTS  FORMERLY. 

From  1847  to  1852,  this  State  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  hay^g  sach  ta 
officer  in  every  parish,  whose  duty  It  was,  especially,  to  see  to  the  proper 
working  of  the  system  in  his  department 

During  that  interval  we  had  not  such  oft-repeated  complaints  of  the  n^ 
management  of  the  local  officers  as  we  have  had  since.  Our  public  sehooli 
were  then  doing  welL  In  fact,  I  suspect  too  well  for  the  slave-holding  aris- 
tocracy of  the  State,  and,  therefore,  something  must  be  done  to  check  them* 
So,  In  the  famous  year  1852,  the  law  establisbing  the  office  of  parish  8ape^ 
Intendent  was  repealed,*  and  the  sole  control  and  developmaot  of  oar  noble 
plan  of  Free  Public  Schools,  in  the  ru^l  parishes  of  this  great  State,  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  "  district  directors ;''  and  with  what  result,  at  lesst 
iA  a  large  number  of  cases,  your  honorable  body  can  judge  fh)m  the  reports 
and  extracts  embodied  In  this  paper,  and  for  Introducing  which,  this  is  my 
apology,  if  apology  be  necessary,  that  In  no  other  way  could  I  make  known  to 
the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  who,  I  conceive,  ou^t 


•B7  ftboHaliiBa  tiM  oAm  of  Pariah  8ii|wriiitMdant>  the  State  aaTMl  to  ItMlf  «k«  wl^aai 
of  ona  baodraddoUara  a  jear  in  aaoh  pariah  ;  that  is  the  diffaranee  batwaan  tha  laajW m|>^ 
paid  ta  tha  Pariah  Saparintandant  mam  aad  tha  amn  now  paid  la  tlie  Paridi  Traan>« 
yaarly  01200)  for  taklnc  cara  of  tha  pariah  achool monaya.  and  paying  tham  out.  ThaloiiooMr 
-'--'I  DsraMlirikiiifftiiaofloa,  I  imsfliiffia  not  aaatlyraekoaad in  dollars  -' — ^ 
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to  know  these  tilings,  tiie  dfagraoefdl  mismanagement,  and,  I  may  say,  almost 
criminal  neglect,  wliich  have  characterized  the  locid  adminiBtratlon  of  onr 
Free  Public  School  System  for  the  past  few  years.  A  coarse  of  mismanage- 
ment which  would  almost  be  incredible,  were  it  not  testifled  to  by  so  many 
independent  witnesses  in  different  parishes  and  different  years.  And  what 
maizes  this  malfeasance  in  office  by  the  directors  more  unpardonable,  is  the 
fact  tliat  those  who  suffered  by  it  were  the  children  of  the  State,  oo  whom  it 
entailed,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  a  life-long  penalty — ignorance ;  and,  in 
addition  thereto,  it  may  have  resulted  in  sowing  in  their  young  minds  the 
seeds  of  vice  I  Can  your  honors  reflect  that  dnmlctn  UaehtrSy  in  many  in- 
stances, haye  been  placed  in  the  State  schools,  which  should  be  nurseries  of 
▼irtue,  piety  and  patriotism,  without  emotions  of  the  deepest  indignation  ? 
Yet,  by  the  testimony  of  numerous  witnesses,  such  have  been,  in  many  dis- 
tricts, and  fbr  many  months,  if  not  years,  the  teachers  of  the  State's  children. 

THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  MISCHIEF. 

For  this  long  continued  and  widely  prevalent  state  of  things  there  must 
be  a  sufficient  cause.  Trees  do  not  grow  and  bring  forth  their  fniit  without 
the  parent  germ.  And  the  question  very  naturally  arises,  what  tree  is  it 
that  has  borne  to  our  children  this  bitter  fruit— these  "  apples  of  Sodom!" 

We  are  slow  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  any  class  of  men  could  steadily, 
and  of  purpose,  pursue  a  course  so  utterly  abhorrent  to  every  feeling  of  our 
better  nature  as  that,  the  vague  impression  of  which  almost  forces  itself  upon 
onr  convictions  from  the  recitals  above  given.  Men  may  do  many  things 
firom  indi£R9rence,  selfishness,  pride,  or  penuriousness  ;  but  there  seems  here 
to  have  been  a  baser  principle  at  worlE  that  could  give  to  the  children  of 
our  State,  in  so  many  cases,  tnuh  imchenf  and  such  school  privileges  as  have 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  honorable  body  in  this  paper.  Our  chil- 
dren *'  asked  for  bread,  and  they  gave  them  a  stone ;  they  asked  for  fish,  and 
they  gave  them  a  serpent ;  they  asked  for  an  egg,  and  they  received— a 
scorpion." 

And  thus  the  detiUls  of  our  school  system,  which  has  been  so  beneficently 
and  nobly  conceived  and  planned,  seem  to  have  been  wrought  out  in  a  spirit 
manifesting  a  deep  laid  purpose  to  compass  its  mil!,  rather  than  forward  its 
useftil  and  patriotic  aims. 

The  mind  instinctively  recoils  from  fbrming  uncharitable  conclusions,  and 
would  much  rather  attribute  the  evils  that  have  been  done,  and  the  g^od  that 
has  been  left  undone,  to  negative  virtue,  rather  than  to  positive  vice.  We 
would  gladly  throw  the  broad  mantle  of  charity  over  the  cause,  whatever  ft 
may  be,  that  has  made  tiiese  disgraceful  (iMits  to  stand  as  a  part  of  the  educa- 
tional history  of  our  State,  as  they  now  must 

But  I  feel  assured  that  men  will  be  disposed  to  ask  the  very  natural  ques- 
tion, "  can  slavery  be  the  cause  of  such  wide-spread  and  continued  evils  in 
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a  oommunity?  Evils  fhat  Mp  Dot  only  the  very  tonndatioiu  of  our  repablicaa 
iDfltitatioiiB,  bat  also  of  our  social  happiness  t  Can  It  have  been  the  setfled 
purpose  of  the  slaveholding  aristocracy  to  balk  in  this  way  the  cause  of  pop- 
ular education  T— a  cause  so  dear  to  every  true-hearted  patriot  and  i^iiian- 
thropist?  Could  they  consent  to  provide  family  tutors  for  their  own  off- 
spring, or  send  them  to  distant  and  expensive  schools  and  colleges,  while,  as 
for  the  children  of  the  humble,  honest,  hard-working  classes,  £Aetr  schoolmg 
was  provided  for  as  above  recorded ! 

These  questions  will  be  answered,  and,  we  trust,  charitably  and  truthf\illy. 
They  may  present  a  new  and  unlocked  for  aspect  in  which  to  view  the  "  pe- 
culiar institution  ''->one  which  is  especially  suggestive,  and  of  deep  import 
If  we  are  compelled  to  answer  them  afSrmatively,  as  I  believe  we  most,  we 
cannot  but  thank  a  kind  Providence,  who  has  brought  about  the  overthrow 
of  an  institation  whose  baleftil  principles,  like  the  destroying  Upas  tree, 
poisoned  and  blighted  every  good  thing  that  came  wUfun  Osii^hunce,  Such  is 
Slavery. 

THE  DOOM  OF  SLAVERY. 

But  the  voice  of  man,  as  well  as  the  flat  of  the  Almighty,  has  decreed  that 
slavery  is  dead.  And  the  same  noble  instrument  that  pronounces  its  doom  in 
this  State,  by  a  still  nobler  utterance,  orders  the  education  of  those  firom 
whom  the  fetters  have  been  struck.  They  must  be  prepared  for  the  new  \ik 
upon  which  they  are  entering.  And  the  efforts  to  educate  them  may  be  met 
with  opposition. 

FURTHER  REASONS  FOR  A  PARISH  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Therefore,  in  organimng  and  putting  In  suocessfhl  operation  the  schools  for 
colored  children  throughout  the  State,  your  honorable  body  will  perceive  the 
neoessity  that  will  exist  for  a  school  official  in  each  parish,  who,  by  his  pres- 
ence and  ability,  shall  be  able  to  combat  and  remove  long  rooted  prejudices, 
and  by  his  executive  tact  and  energy  establish  these  schools,  and  see  that 
they  remain  as  permanent  as  any  of  the  State.  I  confess  I  see  much  cause 
for  anticipating  trouble,  possibly  failure,  in  carrying  out  the  noble  purposes 
of  the  framers  of  the  Free  Constitution  of  1864,  in  this  department  of  our 
State  Education,  unless  such  a  parish  office  be  created  and  properly  filled. 

For  very  satisfactory  information  concerning  the  schools  for  colored  chil- 
dren and  adults,  established  up  to  this  time,  by  the  "  Board  of  Eucation  for 
Fr^dmen,"  created  by  Greneral  Order  No.  38,  issued  by  ICiyor  Greneral  N. 
P.  Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  I  very  respectfhlly  refor 
your  honorable  body  to  the  highly  interesting  and  encouraging  report  made 
by  Major  B.  Rush  Plumley,  chairman  of  the  Board.  The  full  report  is  found 
in  Appendix  C. 

I  think  I  have  ftilly  shown  that,  even  wi&  good  laws  and  the  most  liberd 
expenditure  of  school  moneys,  still,  by  carelessness  or  indifference,  in  the 
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local  or  district  management,  onr  ejstan  failf ,  tn  part  at  least,  of  those  be- 
nefioent  results  oontemplated  in  Its  organisation  and  endowment.  And  as 
the  law  is  at  present,  I  see  no  sufficient  remedy  for  the  evils  complained  of, 
in  its  operation  in  the  raral  districts,  eiren  in  carrying  on  the  white  schools ; 
and  how  much  more  might  these  troubles  be  increased,  when,  in  addition  to 
these,  colored  schools  are  to  be  organised  and  made  a  part  of  our  State  ed- 
ncational  system. 

Bat,  with  tlie  parish  officer  proposed,  whose  vigilance  and  intelligence 
would  immediately  apply  a  remedy  to  such  evils  as  have  been  noticed,  aided 
by  an  efficient  corps  of  directors,  it  would  seem  that  our  public  school  sys- 
tem should  bd  in  the  future  much  more  successful  than  it  has  been  in  the 
past.  At  least  I  do  not  think  we  should  hear  so  frequently  of  those  flagrant 
and  oft-repeated  abuses  to  which  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  now,  in  revising  our  State  laws  and 
the  reconstruction  of  our  State  policy  in  some  very  important  particulars, 
the  subject  of  public  education  should  be  placed  on  the  best  possible  basis. 
In  the  pages  of  this  report  I  have  carefully  endeavored  to  make  known  some 
of  the  principal  defects  in  its  past  management,  and  to  suggest  adequate 
plans  of  improvement  for  the  future. 

In  a  large  number  of  cases,  we  see  that  our  school  system  has  resulted  In 
mortifying  ilftilares,  each  fulures  as  would  make  a  man  ashamed  for  his  State; 
but  that  feeling  must  instantly  give  place  to  a  just  indignation,  on  reflecting 
how  often  and  by  whom  the  noble  purposes  of  our  philanthrople  legislators 
have  been  so  basely  and  eflTeetoally  thwarted — thwarted  either  by  tlie  inex- 
cusable ignorance  of  some  officials,  or  the  more  inexcusable  cupidity  and 
intational  malpractice  of  others. 

THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  i^ere  our  system  of  Public  Sehools  is  well 
understood  and  wisely  managed— where  the  teachers  and  professors  are 
carefully  chosen  and  liberally  paid,  and  where  its  working  is  under  the  con- 
stant supervision  of  able  and  laborious  officials,  onr  schools  are  deservedly 
popular.  They  are  in  great  and  well  earned  fiivor  with  the  people,  and  pro- 
duce educational  results  fbr  which  we  may  well  feel  a  degree  of  pride.  They 
rank  very  well,  compared  with  those  of  much  more  favored  citiee,  where 
public  schools  are,  and  long  have  been,  among  their  most  cherished  instita- 
tiotts. 

The  noble  stand  taken  by  our  city,  as  early  as  the  year  1841,  in  favor  of 
f^ee  public  schools,  the  steadiness  with  which  that  stand  has  been  maintained 
through  many  dark  days  of  opposition  and  trial,  and  now  the  triumphant 
success  that  has  crowned  her  efforts  as  witnessed  by  the  numerous  and  well- 
filled  poblio  school  houses  that  ornament  the  various  sections  of  this  growing 
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dtj,  tp%A  as  forcible  a  language  in  praise  of  her  watchftil  care  over  ber 
youth,  as  her  Crowded  levee  reoently  did  of  her  great  thrift  as  the  oommer- 
oial  emporinm  of  the  Southwest  She  wields  the  two  mighty  levers  that 
more  the  world-~oommerce  and  education— and  by  her  enlightened  liber- 
ality in  the  cause  of  universal  education,  no  lees  than  by  her  energy  and 
success  in  commercial  pursuits,  she  deaerredly  takes  the  first  rank  among  all 
the  cities  of  the  South. 

The  very  interesting  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  is 
found  in  Appendix  A,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Qvt 
oral  Assembly. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  your  honorable  body 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  fostering  with  all^  proper  care  the  State  No^ 
mal  School,  which,  under  an  act  of  a  former  Legislature,  was  organised  in 
tliis  city,  and  in  past  years  has  done  good  service  in  supplying  to  our  city 
and  parish  schools  many  very  able  teachers.  It  is  an  institution  highly  ne- 
cessary to  insure  the  success  of  our  educational  system,  and  well  deserves 
legislative  encouragement  and  support 

THE  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS  AND  SEMINARIiS  IN  NEW  ORLEANS. 

As  a  very  important  supplement  to  my  report  on  the  public  schools  of  the 
State,  and  more  especially  in  Its  relations  to  our  city  schools,  I  beg  leave  to 
present  to  your  honorable  body,  and  to  eall  your  espedal  attention  to  a  vefy 
interesting  document  (Appendix  B,)  which  is  the  report  of  a  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  Major  Qeneral  Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Qnlfy 
to  take  cognisance  of  the  numerous  private  schools  and  seminaries  found  in 
New  Orleans,  which  Commission  is  in  the  foUowing  words  : 

HSAIMiUABTBBS,  DbPABTMBNT  OP  THE  GULF,  ) 

.  New  Orleans,  July  ISUi,  1864.  f 

8p6dal  Orders  JVb.  185. 

(EXTRACT.) 

"  10.  Jud^e  Hiestond,  Rev.  Dr.  Guion,  aid  Hon.  A.  P.  Dostie,  Stote  Audi- 
tor, are  appointed  a  Commission  to  visit,  examine  and  report  upon  the  or- 
ganisation, studies,  and  seneral  tendencies,  and  the  cliaracter  of  the  teachoi 
of  all  the  private  schools  within  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

**  They  are  authorised  to  visit  any  premises  for  this  purpose,  and  will  call 
npon  tht)  Provost  Marshal  Greneral  for  assistance,  if  required,  to  enable  them 
to  execute  their  duties. 

**It  is  desired  that  their  report  shall  embrace  a  fhll  description  of  snch 
schools,  the  number  of  pupils,  the  objects  for  which  tbev  are  organised,  and 
the  general  influence  produced  upon  their  pupils  and  the  community.  Re- 
port will  be  made  in  detail,  as  schools  shall  be  examined. 

By  command  of  M%jor  (Sen  Baxxb. 
J.  ScHUTLBB  Cbobby,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  (JeneraL 

The  results  of  their  labors,  so  to,  are  set  fbrth  in  the  report  and  tableanXr 
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tad  haT6  been  rerj  kiadlj  pUead  at  my  diepoMlby  the  genttomen  oont- 
porfag  the  OommlflBioB.    The j  are  inteioeUiig,  aad  of  grave  inqK^rt 

Qui  Ibe  gentleMen  of  the  General  AiMiMy  of  LooMaiia  realiie,  thai  fai 
saoy  of  the  private  iobools  in  this  eity,  penone  are  iaatraellBg  our  youth 
who  avow  theanelTes  "rebels,"  or  "rebel  qrmpathiaerst"  And  many 
others  who  iboir  by  "  their  evasive  manner  of  answering  these  questions," 
that  their  whole  sympathies  are  with  those  now  in  armed  rebellion  against 
our  govermnent,  and  shedding  tiie  blood  of  oor  oonntrymen  T  And  fbrther, 
that  these  individoals  are  permitted  to  ofgaaine  schools,  teach  oar  children 
•ad  taeitly  or  openly  instill  the  poison  of  rebellion  and  treason  into  their 
young  minds  T  The  thing  woold  seem  Impossible,  bat  there  the  record  of 
iiets  stands,  on  tiielr  own  conibssJon  attesting  to  the  impadent  daring  of  a 
deed,  which  is  only  exceeded  in  its  violation  of  all  that  is  right  and  honora- 
bit)  by  the  forbearance  and  magnanimity  of  the  govemosent  agidnst  which 
febels  aad  rebel  sympathisers  are  waging  a  saicidal  war,  and  under  whose 

It  cannot  ftdl  to  be  noticed  by  gentlemen  consulting  the  accompanying 
tableaux  how  many  of  the  teachers  of  these  private  institutions  claim  eitlMr 
to  be  foreigners  or,  though  American  bom,  to  be  tmder/brsj^prsiadioii,  and 
living  here  for  years  under  the  American  flag.  We  think  It  is  a  questioa 
that  ought  to  begin  to  engage  the  serious  attention  of  true  American  dtl- 
lens,  whether  foreigners  are  the  best  educators  of  American  youth,  especially 
those  who,  after  living  for  years  under  our  national  flag,  discard  it  for  some 
other. 

Our  youth  must  be  taught  to  love  our  country,  our  flag,  and  the  Grod-^ven 
institutions  it  symbolizes,  if  we  would  be,  in  aU  time  to  come,  a  united,  free 
and  great  people.  But  those  educators,  whether  native  or  foreigners,  who, 
after  living  here  a  sufliciput  time  to  become  acquainted  with  these,  and  then 
show  they  despise  them,  by  rejecUng  them,  will,  as  a  natural  consequence, 
teadi  their  pupils  to  "  go  and  do  lilcewise."  ^ 

It  may  possibly  be  urged  by  some  of  these  persons,  that  (hey  are  "neu- 
tral," and  do  not  teach  "  politics  "  in  their  schools.  However  it  may  be  with 
foreigners,  with  American  bom  citizens,  adults,  or  children,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  neutrality,  at  this  crisis.  It  is  an  absurdity  in  principle,  and  an  im- 
possibility in  fact 

It  is  time  that  such  shallow  pretences  and  subterfuges  be  put  down,  and 
fliat  the  arm  of  our  government  make  itself  felt,  if  necessary,  for  its  own 
quiet  and  safbty,  even  in  the  school  room  ;  for  there  are  those  who  In  a  little 
ttme  will  be  active,  either  in  supporting,  our  cherishedlnstitutions,  or  just 
as  active,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  in  destroying  them.  And  the  teacher 
■mst,  in  this  matter,  be  held  in  a  good  degree  responsible  fbr  the  loyalty  or 
disloyalty  of  his  scholars,  and  be  treated  aooordingly. 

Thhi  war  most  not  go  on  interminably,  or  to  extermination,  as  it  may  do, 
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if  «  part  of  oar  children  bd  allowed  to  be  taught  treason.  The  simple  prin- 
ciple of  self-preseryation  demands  that  this  should  stop.  The  children  of 
the  State,  so  long  as  thej  are-  on  American  soil  and  beneath  the  American 
flag,  must  he  taught  loyaliff  to  thatftagf  and  to  none  other. 

Besides  those  whose  answers  stand  recorded  in  the  report  and  tableaux, 
there  is  another  class  of  schools  in  our  city,  the  principals  and  teaoheis  of 
which,  by  their  suspicious  silence,  in  not  deigning  to  giro  answers  to  the  in- 
tenvgatories  propounded  by  a  commission  acting  under  the  orders  of  the 
commanding  general  of  this  Department,  subject  themselves  to  yery  grave 
doubts  in  regard  to  their  unqualifted  loyalty.  We  refer  to  certain  schools 
kept  especially  under  the  auspices  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  neglect  to 
send  in  their  answers  may  have  been  an  oversight. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  question  of  loyalty  or  disloyalty  should  be  well 
settled  in  cdl  the  schooli  of  the  city  and  State.  Our  State  Government  owes 
it  to  ita^f,  to  our  general  government,  and  to  the  blood  of  our  dead  heroM, 
self-sacrificed  for  that  government,  to  see  that  the  poison  of  seoesslonism  and 
disloyalty  be  allowed  to  spread  no  further. 

I  think  it  very  properly  comes  within  the  sphere  of  my  duties,  as  iftipsriiir 
iKhient  cf  FyHiiJ^  Edmood&xm,  to  say  a  few  words  respecting 

THE  FAITHFUL  AND  PROFESSIONAL  TEACHERS. 

As  just  and  beneficent  legislators,  your  honorable  body  cannot  but  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  that  very  worthy  and  laborious  class  of  persons,  chiefly 
ladies,  who  are  employed  in  the  public  schools  of  our  city  and  State.  Very 
many  of  these,  from  long  and  acceptable  services  in  the  several  departments 
of  our  scbools,  as  well  as  from  their  prompt  declaration  of  unwavering, 
open  and  fearless  loyalty,  when  such  loyalty  was  duly  appreciated  and  not 
overabundant,  we  might  well  suppose  should  have  secured  for  themselves  by 
this  time  the  unquestioning  confidence  of  all  to  whom  may  be  entrusted  the 
control  of  the  important  affairs  of  our  public  schools. 

Thd  well-tried  did  faithfril  laborer  in  the  public  service,  especially  in  that, 
the  most  sacred  of  all,  in  which  the  teacher  conscientiously  and^  acceptably, 
fbr  the  time  being,  fills  the  place  of  parent  to  the  youth  of  the  city  and  State, 
and  whose  skill  and  success  ^'  are  known  of  all  men,"  should  ordinarily  need 
no  formal  certificate  attesting  a  fitness  foi»  place  ;  having  that  which  is  far 
better  than  this— the  certification  which  years  of  patient,  laborious  and  suc- 
cessful teaching  gives,  and  whose  solid  and  hard-earned  reputation  is  not 
enhanced  by  attempting  to  increase  it  out  of  the  school-room,  "  where  thrift 
may  follow  fawning.''  There  alone  is  the  field  of  labor  of  the  successfhl 
teac£er,  the  educator  of  high  and  noble  aims. 

"THEY  DESERVE  WELL  OF  THEIR  COUNTRY." 
And  I  would  most  respeetfiilly  call  the  attendon  of  your  honorable  body 
to  the  great  worth  as  wi^  as  the  proper  status  of  the  fidtiifU  and  protadonal 
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ieMbers,  and  suggest  that  tkaae  pablio  bene&otoTS  (for  saoh  they  are)  be  by 
all  means  prciecled,  and  gncaurdged  to  perserere  in  their  high  and  helj  Tooa- 
tion— in  the  steady  onltivation  of  the  highest  moral,  intelleetoal  and  profes- 
sional aims ;  and  that  there  be  held  oat  to  them  such  sabstantial  and  relia- 
ble indneements  as  will  insure  to  onr  people,  not  only  of  the  oity,  but  also  of 
the  roral  portions  of  our  State,  such  a  corps  of  intelligent  and  loytd  educa- 
tors as  will  lead  their  youth  suooesslully  forward  in  that  brighter  and  nobler 
career  to  which  we  firmly  believe  Proyidence  has  called  our  regenerailed 
State. 

I  feel  assured  that  your  honorable  body  will  not  pass  by  with  indifference 
the  just  deserts  of  such  well-tried  and  deserving  public  benefactors  as  are  the 
zealous  and  loyal  teachers  of  our  schools,  and  more  especially  of  that  class 
of  them  who,  fh>m  a  proper  delicacy  cannot,  and  therefore  should  not,  be  ex- 
pected to  plead  tiieir  own  cause  or  declare  ihehr  own  merits. 

EMPLOYMENT  OP  TEACHERS. 

Moreover,  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  those  gentlemen,  who  have,  especially 
in  these  hard  times,  the  appointment  of  teachers  in  charge,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  a  word.  As  teaching  is  a  labor  in  which  the  rich,  or  those  comfortably 
offy  liave  no  special  advantage  over  those  who,  it  may  be,  are  struggling  wUh 
relentless  poverty,  in  an  uncharitable  world,  we  hope  those  gentlemen  will 
remember  that  it  adds  a  double  grace  and  benefit  to  the  kindly  dispensed  ap- 
pointmest,  if  it  be  bestowed  where  the  hard  earned  stipend  of  the  worthy 
teacher  may  snccessfully  ward  off  approaching  want,  and  fUmish,  it  may  be, 
in  their  time  of  necessity,  food  to  the  hungry,  and  comfort  to  the  suffering. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  1864. 

All  must  be  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  legislation  of  the  pres- 
ent General  Assembly  will  pass  in  its  proper  influence  beyoi^  the  bound  of 
thb  State,  and  also  be  felt  beyond  these,  our  times.  Its  members  have  a 
great  work  to  perform;  and  that  is,  so  far  as  human  agency  can  go,  to  com- 
plete the  regeneration  of  a  State. 

The  year  1864  is,  for  Louisiana,  historic.  Its  passing  page  is  spread  out 
before  the  world,  and  is  already  bearing  away  into  history  its  store  of  great 
events,  and  the  new  era  is  upon  us.  ''Let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead," 
and  be  forgotten,  and  let  the  men  of  the  present,  under  a  kind  Providenee, 
hope^  labor  and  provide  for  a  better  and  enduring  future.  It  has  been  well 
and  truly  said  that  **Qod  is  in  history."  How  forcibly  this  quotation 
may  be  applied  to  the  unlocked  for  changes  now  beginning  to  appear  arousd 
us.  We  sre  still  rocking  to  and  fh>  with  the  npheavings  of  the  mlghfy  earlh- 
quake  by  which  He  has  shattered  a  social  and  political  system,  which  was 
considered  almost  as  'fixed  tnd  permanent  as  the  solid  earth  on  which  we 
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tread.  The  roUingB  of  the  npheaTing  ware  are  still  active,  and  erery  ele- 
ment of  society  ie  swajing  with  Iti  throes  ;  and  the  exact  conation  in  which 
we  shall  find  our  social  and  State  ai&irs  disposed,  when  its  riolence  shall 
have  ceased,  is  hardly  in  the  power  of  the  human  mind  to  foresee.  Still,  we 
Ibel  assured  that  there  are  some  things  past,  beyond  recall ;  and  the  new 
elements  are  being  slowly,  but  snrely,  moulded  into  shape.  Now  men  most 
act,  and  act  promptly.  The  current  of  erents  Is  swiftly  and  irresistibly 
bearing  us  onward. 

The  present  page  of  our  history  will  soon  be  closed  and  folded  away  with 
the  past  And  we  trust  that  the  impression  which  this  body  of  legislaion 
nay  leave  upon  it  may  be  that  of  Umversal  F^rctdonif  nwrturtd  and  mmrdamed 
hy  a  Ohrittian  and  rMe-spread  education.  The  age  needs  it  Our  State  and 
country  call  for  it.  A  pure  morality  and  a  well  grounded  intelligence  axe 
the  main  pillars  that  support  the  State  edifice  in  all  Republican  governments. 

EFFECTS  OF  A  BAD  EDUCATION. 

That  bad  men,  educated,  will  surely  mislead,  and  may  possibly  ruin  os. 
Is  a  principle  which  we  feel  to  be  too  painfully  true  at  the  present  time. 
The  mass  of  those  deluded  men  now  in  febelUon  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  properly  educated,  never  could,  of  themselves,  have  raised  the  ^ 
standard  of  revolt  against  the  best  govermmit  that  Qod  ever  vouchsafsd  ta 
man,  nor  have  been  led  away  by  demagogues  who  dared  to  do  it  Therefore, 
we  want,  especially  in  these  dark  and  troubled  days  of  our  country's  history, 
to  see  IncttliAted  more  of  that  pure,  selfsacrifidng,  holy  patriotism,  like 
Washington's,  that  is  ready  at  all  times  to  be  offered  on  the  altar  of  Its 
country.  Hence,  our  diildren,  with  whom,  under  €k>d,  rests  the  future  des- 
tiny of  our  people  and  their  institutions,  must  be  taught,  not  by  ignoramuses 
inebriates,  or  disloyalists,  but  by  the  purest,  best  and  most  loyal  minds  that 
can  be  drawn  into  the  school  room.  The  finest  talent  in  the  land  is  neither 
loo  lofty  nor  too  brilliant  for  the  unpretending  task  of  the  teacher. 

,  NECBSSrr?  AND  MANNER  OF  IMPROVING  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  task  of  arranging  our  educational  affairs  at  the  present  time,  is  a  most 
important  one,  and  I  hope  that  the  few  changes  proposed  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  General  Assembly.  ^And  I  trust  that  your  honorable 
body  will,  with  a  wise  liberality  and  jealous  watchAilness,  cherish  the  firee 
public  schools  of  the  State,  and  enable  them  to  become  what  they  never  yet 
have  been,  except  It  may  be  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  whole  people.  To  accomplish  this  great  end  sufficient  fiiads 
must  be  appropriated,  and  the  pi4»per  school  officers  in  the  parishes,  as  well 
as  in  the  city,  carefully  chosen.  More  especially,  I  would  again  respectf^y 
ask,  that  we  may  have  for  each  parish,  as  formerly,  a  locid  superintendent, 
whose  watchfulness,  ability  and  zeal,  shall  correct  the  abuses  to  whidi  I  have 
Iblt it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  I  am  con- 
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Tinoed,  (bat  with  saoh  school  ofllcen  ftod  a  liberal  approprlatton  of  means 
we  shall  soon  perceive  a  great  improTement  in  these  verj  important  Institii- 
tions  of  oar  State--onr  firee  public  sohooU.  Besides,  Uberal  proyisions  for 
pnblic  schools,  promptljand  jddicioosly  bestowed,  ondergood  management, 
is  the  best  economy.  Ignorance  and  vice  are  expensive— intelligence  and 
morality  are  thrifty,  and  trae  statesmen  can  have  no  choice  for  wliich  they 
will  provide. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  LEGISLATION  OF  LOUISIANA. 

It  cannot  bat  be  borne  in  mind  by  year  honorable  body  tiiat,  in  legislating 
for  this  city  and  State,  yoa  are  legisiatlng  for  the  great  Southwest  of  onr 
Union.  As  has  before  been  hinted,  the  infiaence  of  your  action  will  not  be 
confined  by  State  lines.  The  policy  pnrsoed  by  the  statesmen  of  Loahdana, 
at  this  time,  especially,  will  be  felt  throaghont  the  entire  domains  of  "  King 
Cotton.''  How  important  tlien  that  the  example  set  by  you  to  the  sarroand- 
ing  States  in  the  cause  of  universal  education,  like  the  one  tiie  recebt  Con- 
vention so  nobly  set  in  the  cause  of  universal  freedom,  shall  be  such  as  may 
be  safely  and  successfully  foUowed-r-followed  in  that  way  which  shall  lead 
us  all  again  to  be  a  vnUedf  as  well  as  an  Intelligent,  Christian  and  indy  fre$ 
'  people. 

CONCLUSION. 

By  the  cons^tution  of  1864,  fireedom  forever  is  guaranteed  to  the  colored 
race  of  Louisiana.  It  also  decrees  that  they  and  their  children  are  to  be  edu- 
cated. The  tadE,  therelbre,  of  developing  and  establishing  a  new  and  untried 
enterprise  in  the  history  of  the  world,  is  laid  upon  her  legislators  ;  tiiat  is,  to 
provide  fbr  tlie  systematic  and  flrae  educaticn  of  the  people  but  recently,  by 
that  immortal  instrument,  delivered  from  the  lash  of  the  taskmaster.  lii 
this,  the  great  philanthropy  of  the  age,  Louisiana  stands  first  among  States. 
Others  may  lbllow,.but  ours  leads  the  way  in  the  great  wwIl  And  now,  let 
there  be  ''  no  steps  backward."  May  her  efforts  be  steadily  continued  in  the 
noble  course  so  worthily  begun ;  and  if,  throughout  all  iier  borders,  universal 
education  shall  go  hand  in  hand  with  Universal  freedom,  then,  indeed,  we 
may  emphatically  say,  in  the  words  of  him  whose  name,  fbr  all  time  to  come, 
is  linked  with  the  history  of  Louisiana,  *<  Hkr  Yoiob  is  Lbbbtt  I'* 

John  MaoNaib, 
State  Superintendent  of  PnbUo  Education,  La. 

New  Orleans,  October  6, 1864. 
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TiUCASURER's  OPfTGB,  ClTT  HaIX,  ) 

hew  Orleans,  September  30, 1864.  \ 
Mr.  John  HaoNaib,  StaU  SuperinlmdeiU  cf  PtAlic  Education: 

SiBr— Herewith  I  have  the  pleaBure  to  hand  yoa  Mr.  J.  B.  Garter's  report  of 
^  the  Publio  SohooU  of  New  Orieaoi,  since  September  1, 1862. 
I  am,  respeotfoUy,  your  obedient  aervaot, 

John  S.  Waltok, 
Treasvarer  GUigqf  New  (Metnw. 


Offiob  op  thk  Supbrintexdhnt  op  Public  ScnooLSf ) 
,.New  Orleans,  September  28, 1864.        \ 

John  S.  Walton,  Esq.,  TVwsurer  qf  ih€  CUycf  New  Orleans: 

Dbab  SiRr-In  compliance  with  yonr  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
the  following  r^ort : 

Within  the  last  two  years  very  important  changes  in  the  admiidstration  of 
the  pabHc  schools  of  this  city  have  transpired,  to  which  brief  alUision  may 
flnt  be  made. 

Soon  after  the  re-establishment  here  of  the  power  and  laws  of  the  natiooal 
government,  early  in  1862,  an  ordinance  was  passed  under  which  the  city 
schools  were  reorganised.  The  general  control  and  manageoient  of  them 
was  entrusted  t»  a  Bureau  of  Education,  which  was  authorized  to  appobt  a 
Board  of  Visitors  for  each  municipal  district,  and  one  superintendent  for  the 
whole  city.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  was  wp- 
propriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  first  year,  and  after  almost  as  bikf 
an  interndssion  as  in  time  of  profound  peace,  the  regular  session  of  the 
schools  commenced. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  add  to  this  simple  record  a  passing  allusion  to  the 
oinmmstanoei  and  the  great  merit  of  this  important  action,  which  occurred 
during  the  early  and  doubtful  period  of  our  gigantic  and  unhappy  ciril  war, 
wherein  all  the  resources  of  the  government  were  imperatively  demanded  to 
maintain  its  dignity  and  enforce  its  laws,  and  in  a  city  apparently  irrecon- 
dleable.  Yet,  in  the  trying  ordeal  through  which  it  was  called  to  pass,  the 
government  remembered,  almost  simultaneously  with  the  successful  assertioa 
of  its  authority,  to  place  within  the  reach  of  its  people  once  more  the  benefits 
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Ol  an  inttitotioQ  whose  advantages  oan  seeminglj  be  realized  onlj  in  the 
midst  of  pnblio  tranqoilltj.  The  names  of  Major  Gen.  Beqj.  F.  Batler,  Gens. 
Shepley  and  Weitzel,  its  representatives  in  this  Department  at  that  time,  as 
well  as  those  of  some  of  onr  own  esteemed  fellow-citisens,  most  ever  be  re- 
membered for  tiieir  aid  in  this  matter. 

The  most  prominent  and  beneficial  acts  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Bdncation  were 
tiie  establishment  of  aniformitj  in  the  regulations,  and  in  the  text  books 
used  throughout  the  schools,  and  the  adoption  of  the  vernacular  of  the  coun- 
try as  the  sole  medium  of  instruction.  In  the  course  of  study  assigned  to 
the  high  schools^  special  provision  was  made  for  thorough  instruction  in  the 
elements  of  the  French  language^so  fondly  cherished  by  a  large  and  respect- 
able portion  of  our  commanity ,  and  so  much  appreciated  abroad  as  a  medium 
of  international  intercourse. 

Under  the  new  plan  thus  introduced,  which,  however  it  may  be  improved 
upon  hereafter,  must  be  considered  as  the  liioneer  of  progress  in  our  city 
system,  the  schools,  in  spite  of  many  serious  and  unusual  obstacles — insepa- 
rable from  the  state  of  the  times^have  prospered,  and  have  accomplished  a 
vast  amount  of  good.  As  exemplars  of  loyalty,  they  have  made  a  proud 
record,  and,  in  their  sphere,  have  possibly  dfected  ae  much  in  this  respect  as 
any  otiier  department. 

The  following  statistics,  recorded  at  the  close  of  the  annual  session  in 
June,  1864^  are  here  presented  : 

Total  number  of  Schc'ls 44 

Number  of  Fupils  on  Annual  Register 12,411 

FIRST  DISTRICT. 

^  No.  of  Papib. 

Boys' High  School 37 

Girls'  High  School 62 

PBIMART  AND  DITERlfeiyUTB  0OHOOL8. 

(BoysO  Jackpon  School * ! 296 

Paulding  "  326 

Jefferson  "  527 

Marshall  "  339 

Fisk  "  508 

(Girls')  Washington  "  305 

Paulding  "  379 

Webster  «  ....• 571 

Franklin  "  621 

Madison  " 377 

Total  number. : 4338 
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SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Boys' High  School 45 

Girla' High  School 66 

FRDfABT  AMD  UrnXMEmAXE  SCHOOLS. 

(BojsO  Bleovilla  School SS3 

Basin  "    281 

Claiborne        «    338 

StFhillp         "    398 

(Glrli')  Robertson       •*    «T 

Rampart  "    441 

StAnne         "    : 181 

Banmcks  "    363 

Bayon  Road    «     150 

(Boys' and  GirlsO  Bayoa Bridge SohooL..., 269 

Total  number .3281 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Boyi'HIgh  School 39 

Girls' High  School ST 

PBDfABT  JLND  mTEBMBDUn  SCHOOLS. 

(Boys')  Fillmore  School 376 

Washington     **    326 

(Girls')  Beauregard     «     207 

Washington     «    377 

DeSoto  «     373 

(Boys' and  Ghrls')  LeBreton  School 244 

McCarthy         « 223 

Chalmette        «    342 

Hancock  '*     40 

Pontchartrain  « 40 

Total  number .2624 

FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Boys' High  School 28 

Ghrls' High  School 74 

FBDIiJtT  AXD  nmDEMEDUn  SCHOOIA 

(Boys')  Laurel  School .* 408 

Magnolia      «    288 

LvreOak      "    411 

(Girls')  MoDonough  School 660 

Magnolia  "    288 

LiveOak  «    211 

Total  number...., ^ 2268 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY— HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

MALE  DEPARTMENT. 

FIB8T  TSAR— THIRD  CLA88. 

• 

Readioff  Exercises— Fifth  Reader,  Na-  Algebra— Davies'  Bonrdon. 

tlonal  series.  French  — Levisao*s  Grammar,  Perrln's 

Euglish  Grammar— Quackenboe'  Re-  Fables, 

viewed.  Latin— Harlcness'  Arnold's  Lessons. 

UniTersal  Historj— WlUard's.  Composition  and  Declamation— Semi- 

Natural  PhiloBopby— Qnaclcenbos'.  monthlj. 

Arithmetic— Perkins'   Practical,   re- 
viewed. 

SECON'D  TEAR— SECOND  CLASS. 

Rhetoric— Qnackenbos*.  (Jeometry  and  Trigonometry— Daviea' 

Ancient    Geography,    History    and       Legendre. 

Chronology.  French— Grammar,  Telemaque. 

Chemistry.  Latin— Arnold's  Lewons,  Cesar. 

Algebra— Bourdon,  concluded.  Greek — Bullion^s  Grammar. 

Composition  and  Declamation  m'thly. 

THIRD  TEAR— FIRST  CLASS. 

Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy-  Aber-  French— Grammar, Written  and  Collo- 

crombie*s.  qnial  Exercises,  Classical  Readings. 

Chemistry.  Latin— Virgil,   with   Grammar   and 

AstronomT— Bnrritt*s,   (^th  use  of  Prosody;  Cicero's  Orations. 

tiie  Globes).  Greek— Greek  Lessons,  Bullion's. 

Snrre^ng  and  Navigation— Daties'.  General  Review  ol  Studies   before 

Book  Keeping— Elements  ot  final  examination. 


FEMALE   DEPARTMENT. 

FIRST  TEA^— THIRD  CLASS.  • 

Reading  Exercises— Fifih  Reader,  Na-  Algebra— Towers'  Mental, 

tional  Series.  French— French    Syllabication,   Or- 

Engllsh  Grammar — Qiuickenbos'  re-  thogr^phy  and  Pronunciation  ;  Le- 

viewed.  vizac's     Grammar    and    Perrin's 

Rhetoric— Quackenbos';  to  third  part.  Fables. 

Universal  Historv— Willard's.  Composition— Monthly. 

AHthmetio— Perkins'    Practical    re- 
viewed. 

SECOND  TSAR— SECOXD  CLASS. 

Select  Readings.  Algebra— Davies'  Bourdon. 

Rhetoric— Quackenbos*,  concluded,  French— Colloquial  and  Dictation  Ex- 

Natnral  Philosophy- Quackenbos'.  ercises,  Grammar  and  Telemaque. 

Botany— Wood's.  Composition- Monthly. 

12 
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THIRD  rSAB— riBST  GLASB. 


^lect  Readings  and  ConpoiitloiL 
English  Lherature— XHevelaod's. 
Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy— Aber- 

crombie's.  W^ 

Ancient    Geographj,    History   and 

Chronology. 
Astronomy— Burritt'iy  (with  use   of 

the  Globes). 


Geometry— Danes'  Legendie. 

Chemistry. 

French— Colloquial  and  DiotatioB  Ex- 
ercises ;  Version  —  Eoglish  into 
French  and  French  into  i^g'^*  ;- 
Qassical  Readings. 

General  Review  of  Stadiei  before 
ftfi«.l  examination. 


PRIMARY  AND  INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOL& 


VOUBTH  DEPABTMKMT. 


DwiaUm  A, 


Division  B. 


Alphabet  and  Spelling— Webb's  Nor- 
mal Cards  and  Webster's  Speller. 

Formation  of  Letters  and  Figures  on 
the  Slate  and  Blackboard. 

Elementary  Tablea.of  Arithmetic 


Reading — ^ond  Reader. 
Spelling— Webster's  Speller. 
Writing— Elements  of,  on  the  date. 
Geography- Monteith's  Primary. 
Arithmetic— Perkins'  Primary,  Flnfc 
Part 


THIRD  DEPARTMENT. 


Reading— Third  Reader. 
Spelling— Webstvr's  Speller. 
Geography — Monteith's  Manual. 


Arithmetic— Perkins'  Primary, 

pleted. 
Penmanship— Slates  and  Copy  Books. 


SECOND  DEPARTMENT. 


Readio}?— Fonrih  Reader. 
Orthography— Definitions  and  Diota- 

tioUH  diiily. 
Geography— McNally's  Entire. 


Arithmetic  —  Perkins'    Practical    to 

Per  centage. 
Penmanship— Copy  Books. 


FIRST  DEPARTMENT. 


Geography — McNally's  reviewc^. 
»sitipn 


Reading  —  Ortho^^phy  and   Defini- 
tions, Fourth  Reader.  Co'mposlt\pn  and  Declamation — Semi- 
English  Graromar-^uackenbos'.  monthly. 
United  States  History— Quackenbos'.    Penjianship. 
Arithmetic— IVrklns  Practical,  com- 
pleted. 


Terms  of  Annual  Session Nine  Months. 

Total  number  of  Teachers  engaged 228 

EXl'ENDITURE  FROM  SEPT.  IsT,  1862,  TO  SEPT.  1st,  1863.  . 

For  teachers $171^97  46 

For  books,  stationery,  rents,  repairs,  Ac 50,033  96 

Total $221 .331  42 
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FROM  SEPTEMBER  Isr,  1863,  TO  SEPTEMBER  In,  1864. 

For  teachers.. $205,645  9$ 

For  books,  Btattonery,  rent,  repairs,  ftc 29,516  58 

TotaL • $229,162  57 


Total  number  of  ednoable  ohUdien  of  the  oltj,  bj  AssesMr's  Report 

of  1863 37,664 

Number  in  attendance  on  pablio  schools  as  above.         % 

First  District 4,3381 

Second    do    3,281    |«.|| 

Third      do    2,624  ^^^^^ 

Fourth    do    2,268 

Number  not  in  attendance  in  Public  Schools. 

First  District 8,8391 

Second    do    7,777  I  a-,.,  vt  tttti 

Third       do    5,967  [2^^^ •. 37,664 

Fourth    do    2,580J 

LIBRARY. 

I  am  extremelj  glad  that  the  present  occasion  enables  me  to  refer  to  the 
highly  enconraging  and  prosperous  condition  of  our  Library.  Under  the 
Bureau  of  Education,  the  district  libraries  were  united,  and  with  appropria- 
tions and  contributions  we  now  have  probably  the  best  literary  collection  in 
the  South,  numbering  nearly  thirty  thousand  volumes,  in  every  department 
of  belles-lettres,  art  and  natural  science,  in  various  languages,  including 
many  rare,  valuable  and  ancient  compositions.  Its  management  has  been 
greatly  improved,  and  as  it  will  receive  the  special  attention  of  the  present 
honorable  Board  of  Directors,  its  organization  will  be  thoroughly  perfected. 

Although  attached  to  our  public  schools,  every  fecility  will  be  offered  for 
the  eigoyment  of  its  privileges,  to  the  entire  community,  by  which  it  will  soon 
be  appreciated,  as  one  of  its  chief  sourcerof  interest  and  of  civil  pride. 

For  information  on  the  subject  of  private  schools,  I  respectfully  refer  you 
to  an  elaborate  report  of  the  Commission  recently  appointed  by  Mig.  General 
Banks. 

Permit  me  to  say,  in  closing  this  report,  that  It  is  the  earnest  hope  of  the 
friends  of  free  schools  in  this  city,  that  the  Legislature,  now  about  to  assem- 
ble, will  heartily  respond  to  the  spirit  of  liberality  in  this  matter  evinced  by 
the  Consdtutional  Convention,  whose  noble  action  on  this  subject  alone,  entl- 
iles  it  to  the  lasting  and  kindly  remembrance  of  the  people  of  the  State.  It 
was  meet  for  an  assembly— over  the  portals  of  whose  halls  was  inscribed 
**  Liberty  "—to  remember  ^at  liberty,  without  enlightenment,  is  ever  inse- 
onre,  and  simultaneously  ^th  its  decree  ofnniversal  fk«edom,  to  provide  for 
jiniversal  education. 
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The  decided  preference  for  the  system  of  PUBLIC  Schools  mftnlfesied  bj 
this  bod/— composed  of  representatives  of  every  nationality  and  creed 
among  onr  citizena— is  also  gratifying. 

If  there  has  been  a  eonscientioBs  dilTerenoe  of  opinion  in  this  respect,  in^ 
any  degree,  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  soon  be  an  entire  unison  of  ideas  upon 
the  subject 

PnbUo  sdiools,  free  from  sectarianism  and  political  partisanship,  are  ths 
true  demoratic  institutions  of  education.  They  should  be  so  largely  endowed 
as  to  alfbrd  to  our  youth  every  facility  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 
They  should  be  cherished  among  onr  dearest  privileges.  In  them,  the  only 
aristocracy  is  the  eminence  which  springs  from  the  natural  intelligence  or 
native  industry  of  those  in  attendance.  In  them,  the  children  of  all  the  peo- 
ple—rich  and  poor— meet  side  by  side  in  friendly  emulaUon,  and,  together^ 
learn  the  principles  of  onr  constitution  and  government,  and  loyalty  to  tiM 
Republic.    They  are,  and  will  ever  be,  the  bulwarks  of  freedom. 

They  were  the  memorable  words  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  great  men 
of  our  country—*'  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable,  now  and  forever." 
In  the  light  thrown  upon  us  by  our  present  unhappy  civil  strife— of  which 
he,  and  others  like  him,  were  spared  the  sight— may  not  the  humblest  ven- 
ture to  say  rather,  Liberty,  Education  and  Union— One  and  inseparable — 
One  and  Eternal  I 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Butler  Cartib, 
Superintendent  Public  Schools,  City  of  New  Orleans; 
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Bepofi  of  Vie  Comndssion  appointed  by  Oeneral  Banks,  consisUng  of  Messrt. 
Eiesiandf  Dostvt  and  OuUm,  to  invesligale  and  report  vpon  the  Private 
Schools  qf  New  Orleans, 
To  Major  Genbral  N.  P.  Banks,  oommaxdino  Dbpartmeot  op  the  Gctlf  : 

General— The  undereigoed,  appointed  by  Special  Order  No.  185,  para- 
graph 10,  dated  July  13th,  1864,  as  a  commission  to  yisit,  examine  and  report 
upon  the  organization,  standing  and  general  tendencies  of  all  the  private 
schools  within  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  most  respectfiiUy  submit  a  partial 
report  of  their  proceedings,  embracing  tho  private  schools  within  the  several 
districts  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

The  commission  commenced  its  labors  by  requesting  Captain  S.  Hoyt, 
acting  Mayor,  through  the  police  of  the  city,  to  famish  a  list  of  all  the  pri- 
vate schools  in  the  city,  which  was  most  readily  complied  with,  for  which  w« 
return  him  our  thanks.  The  commission,  also,  framed  a  schedule  of  questions 
to  be  propounded  to  each  teacher,  to  elicit  the  information  we  desired  to 
obtain.  Being  thus  prepared,  the  commission  visited  the  schools  mentioned 
in  the  tabular  statement  In  nearly  all  of  the  visitB  made,  the  three  commis- 
sioners were  severally  present. 

On  entering  a  school,  the  first  thing  said  or  done  was  to  announce  the  fftct 
of  our  appointment  under  your  order.  Wherever  the  least  doubt  or  hesi- 
tancy was  showu,  the  commission  Itself  was  exhibited ;  with  very  few  excep- 
tions we  were  politely  received,  and  no  objections  made  to  answering  ques- 
tions propounded.  Those  exceptions  will  be  noti<^  in  their  proper  place. 
On  many  occasions,  the  answers  to  questions  put  were  noted  down  at  once  for 
future  reference.  On  retiring  from  the  school,  copfes  of  the  schedule  of 
questions  were  left  for  each  principal  and  assistant  teacher,  to  be  afterwards 
filled  up  for  delivery  when  called  for.  We  transmit  herewith  a  tabular 
statement  of  all  the  schools  visited  by  us — some  of  which  have  neglected  or 
refused  to  answer  the  questions,  as  will  appear  from  the  statement. 

llie  schools  visited  by  us  may  be  divided  into  three  classes,  to-wit : 

1.  Those  of  which  the  teachers  are  loyal  and  teach  their  scholars  the  duty 
of  loyalty  to  their  country. 

2.  Those  of  which  the  teachers  proclaim  themselves  to  be  registered  nen- 
Iral  subjects  ofJbreign  powers  or  States;  who  declare  that  they  allow  nothing 
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.  of  ft  politicftl  chftTftoter  to  enter  or  be  taagbt  in  their  schoolft— maintftiningr 
18  thej  Sftj,  a  strict  nentrftUtj,  having  no  sympathy  either  with  the  govern- 
ment  or  with  the  rebellion. 

3.  Those  of  which  the  teachers  declare  that  they  were  bom  in  the  United 
States ;  who  have  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  who  declare  they 
have  no  sympathy  either  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  with 
the  rebellion,  and  who  claim  to  be  registered  as  foreign  subjects,  as  well  as 
those  who  declare  that  their  sympathies  are  with  the  rebellion.  With  the 
exception  of  those  who  delcare  themselves  loyal  citizens,  and  comparatively 
a  few  registered  neutral  foreign  subjects,  the  answers  are  universal,  that  no 
eflTort  whatever  is  made  to  teach  the  children  the  duty  of  loyalty  to  the 
governmeut  of  the  United  States,  and  further,  that  nothing  whatever  of  a 
pciiUoal  tendency  is  taught 

The  general  tendency  of  those  schools,  the  teachers  of  which  declare  that 
they  have  no  sympathy  with  the  loyal  people  and  government,  or  sympathise 
wiUi  the  rebellion,  or  allow  nothing  of  a  political  tendency  to  be  taught  in 
their  schools,  we  deem  alike  pernicious ;  as  such  a  course,  undoubtedly,  is  to 
allow  a  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  whenever 
it  may  exist,  even  in  the  minds  of  children,  to  be  fostered  and  encouraged. 
Such  we  actually  f%)und  to  be  the  case  on  questioning  some  of  the  older  chil- 
dren in  many  of  the  schools  of  the  class  we  are  now  speaking  of,  in  which 
we  found  many  children  who  seemed  to  take  a  pride  in  declaring  to  us  that 
they  are  re&els.  Another  most  fatal  tendency  of  such  a  state  of  things  is, 
that  it  is  calculated  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  children  themselves  the 
idea  that,  inasmuch  as  they  are  going  to  school  to  fiA'^gn  neutrals  or  naiive 
rtMSf  they  have  thus  a  right  to  entertain  opinions  of  neutrality,  or  even 
hostility,  which  the  children  going  to  the  public  or  private  loyal  schools  have 
no  right  to  entertain.  Your  commission  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  teaching 
of  patriotism  or  love  and  respect  for  the  constitution  and  laws  of  one's 
country,  as  well  as  for  the  land  of  one's  nativity,  can  never,  without  a  direct 
perversion  of  the  plaing^t  meaning  of  words,  be  denominated  as  polUhCs; 
and  we  are  in  doubt  whether  such  an  anomalous  state  of  things  would  be 
permitted  in  any  country  as  that  of  permitting  the  youtb  of  a  country  or 
State  to  be  taught  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  foreign  Stotes,  who,  whilst 
they  openly  claim  the  protection  of  such  foreign  powers  as  a  guarantee  for 

.  their  neutrality,  claim  the  right  of  teaching  the  children  of  the  State  or  coun* 
try  in  which  they  sojourn,  and  voho  have  no  right  qf  neutralUy.  That  they 
(the  children)  may  entertain  ideas,  either  of  neutrality,  or  even  of  hostility^ 
towards  the  country  of  their  birth,  or  that  it  is  wrong  ti  teach  such  children 
any  idea  of  patriotism  towards  their  country,  because  they  would  be  teach- 
ing them  politics.  We  scarcely  know  how  to  find  words  sufficiently  strong 
for  the  expression  of  our  detestation  of  snch  casuistry. 

ThB  OHILDRBN  of  OmZBNS  AJUS  CmZBNS,  AND  BELONG  TO  THE  COUNTBT  EQUAIX.T 
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MB  KUCB  AS  THBIB  PARENTS,  ALTHOUGH  THET  HAT  NOT  BE  ENTITTJID  TO  ALL  THS 
nUNCHISSS  OF  CmZBNS  OF  MATURE  AOB.  If  THE  STATE  HAS  A  RIGHT  TO  PROTIDK 
rOR  THEIR  EDUCATION,  THE  StATE  MAT  ALSO  PROTIDE  HOW  THET  SHALL  BE  EDU- 
OATED,  WITHIN  THE  LUflTS  i^AGED  BT  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

One  of  the  first  daties  of  those  engaged  in  inBtracting  the  minds  of  chil- 
dren,  is  to  teach  them  their  obligaUons  to  ^e  constitution  and  laws  of  their 
oonntrj,  whether  the  teacher  be  a  loyal  citizen  or  a  neutral  foreigner ;  for  in 
times  of  great  political  trouble  in  a  counlrj,  none  others  should  be  allowed 
to  interfere  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  to  the  State. 

The  right  of  a  foreigner  to  remain  in  a  country  in  time  of  war  rests  solely 
upon  his  neutrality,  which  is  a  right  personal  to  himself,  which  be  can  extend 
to  no  one  else,  and  any  attempt  on  his  part  to  do  so  is  a  yiolation  of  his  neu* 
trality,  as  in  case  of  his  teaching  the  children  of  citizens  that  they  have  the 
right  of  remaining  neutral,  or  of  entertaining  opinions  of  hostility,  so  they 
do  not  express  them— as  such  conduct  has  a  direct  tendency  to  seduce  the 
citizen  from  the  allegiance  which  he  owes  to  the  country  of  his  birth  or 
adoption. 

There  is  another  class  of  persons  (although  few  in  number)  teaching  pri- 
vate schools  in  this  department,  to-wit :  persons  who  were  born  in  the  United 
States,  but  avow  themselves  asregistered  subjeds  of  foreign  poicers.  By  what 
right  or  process  of  reasoning  such  a  conclusion  is  arrived  at  by  them,  we  are 
nnable  to  determine.  These  cases  we  most  particularly  recommeii<i  to  the 
notice  of  the  commnading  General. 

There  is  also  a  class  of  schools,  nearly  all  of  which,  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  commission,  exhibited  undoubted  evidence  of  loyalty,  both  on 
the  part  of  teachers  and  scholars,  about  which  we  deem  it  our  bounden  duty 
to  say  a  few  words.  We  refer  to  the  schools  of  the  various  Roligtous  Ger- 
man Congregations,  and  in  doing  so  we  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  we 
do  it  not  in  a  spirit  of  censure,  but  rather  as  a  subject  of  reflection  for  those 
having  charge  and  direction  of  them.  In  the  schools  alluded  to  the  principal 
studies  are  in  the  Grerman  language,  the  mother  tongue  of  a  vast  and  impor- 
tant branch  of  our  naturalized  citizens,  whose  patriotism,  industry  and  fru- 
gality is,  as  a  general  thing,  undoubted.  Yet,  by  the  course  of  education 
pursued  in  those  schools,  their  children,  instead  of  being  educated  in  the 
language,  manners  and  customs  of  their  native  country,  arc  more  capable  of 
becoming  German  citizens  when  entering  upon  their  own  career,  than  of  en- 
tering upon  the  active  competition  of  American  citizenship. 

There  is  also  a  class  of  private  schools  claiming  to  be  public.  Under  what 
authority  this  pretence  is  set  up  we  are  unaware.  We  allude  to  the  schools 
of  the  so-called  Christian  Brotherhood.  These  schools  have  thus  far,  without 
a  ringle  exception,  failed  to  make  any  statement  whatever,  or  in  any  manner 
to  answer  the  Schedule  of  Questions  propounded. 

On  closing  this  branch  of  our  general  observations,  we,  in  conclusioa^ 
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take  upon  ourseUes  to  saj  that  the  instruction  of  the  youth  of  oar  ooontrj 

(particularly  of  that  section  of  it,)  in  a  proper  regard  for  the  constitution 

and  laws  of  the  country,  as  well  as  a  love  and  respect  for  the  magistracy 

created  by  law  for  the  govemment  and  protection  of  the  country  and  the 

•xecuUon  of  its  laws,  is  as 'much  a  moral  obligation  as  it  la  a  religious 

duty. 

Lei  the  youth  of  the  country  be  properly  instructed  in  their  obligations  to 
the  country  of  their  birth,  and  the  institutions  of  the  country  are  safe. 
Neglect  that,  and  all  hope  is  gone.  Let  the  cliildren  of  the  country  be  prop- 
erly iiistiucted,  and  it  matters  little  by  whom  or  how  the  laws  are  made,  as 
then  none  bat  good  laws  will  be  enacted.  Neglect  that,  and  laws,  no  matter 
*  how  just,  will  remain  a  dead  letter,  and  government  itself  will  be  sapped  at 
its  foundation.  Instruct  the  youth  of  the  country  properlv,  and  we  sliall 
soon  have  one  country,  one  constitution,  one  language  and  one  liberty. 
Ke.spectlully  submitted, 

E.  HTESTAXn, 

Elijah  Gc^cnr, 
A.  P.  Dosns. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Questions  prepared  by  the  **  Commission,"  to  aid 
them  in  their  investigations— the  more  important  answers  to  which  are  con- 
densed in  the  fullowing  Tableaux : 

COMMISSION  ON  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

D£PliCTMENT  OP  THE   GuLP,  I 

•  New  Orleans,  July ,  1864.  f 

Questions  propounded  by  '*  The  Commission  to  visit  and  examine  each 
private  school  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  "  to  the  Principal  and  Assistant 
Tedcbt  rs,  rt-'ipectivelr,  of  each  of  said  schools,  and  to  be  answered  by  them 
in  writing,  under  oath. 

1.  What  is  your  i^ame  ! 

2.  Where  is  your  residence  ? 

3.  What  is  the  name  or  designation  of  your  school  ? 

4.  Where  is  it  located  ? 

5.  When  was  it  established? 

6.  By  whom  was  it  established? 

7.  What  is  your  position  in  the  school  ? 

8.  How  long  have  you  been  teaching  in  this  school? 

9.  What  brunches  of  education  are  taught  in  this  school  ? 

10.  On  what  days  of  the  week,  and  during  what  hours  of  the  day,  is  your 
achool  iu  ees.sion  ? 

^11.  Are  there  any  other  assemblages  of  the  pupils  in  the  school-rooms  at 
«ther  times,  for  literary  or  other  purposes? 

12.*  If  80,  when,  and  for  what  purpose  ? 

13.  Do  religions  exercises  or  instructions  form  any  part  of  the  regular  da- 
ties  of  the  school  ? 
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14.  If  80,  etate  the  nafcare  and  extent  of  the  some? 

15.  What  examinations,  exhibitions  or  other  public  exeroiaee  have  been, 
•r  are  to  be  held  during  the  present  school  year  ? 

16.  When  does  the  school  jear  commence  T 

17.  When  does  it  t^nd  ? 

18.  What  vacations  are  given  during  the  year  ? 

19.  Are  any  d(>moostrations  of  loyalty,  BUfih  as  the  playing  of  patriotic 
airs,  singing  patriotic  songs,  or  the  display  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
ever  made  In  your  school  ? 

20.  If  not,  why  are  they  omitted? 

21.  Are  any  topics  introduced,  airs  sung  or  played,  or  flags,  mottoes  or  de- 
Tices  displayed  in  your  school,  which  are  mimical  to  the  United  States,  either 
daring  school  hours  or  af  other  times? 

22.  If  so,  state  when  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

23.  Do  you  teach  your  schola,^  the  duty  of  being  loyal  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States? 

24.  Are  your  sympathies  with  the  United  States  government,  or  with  the 
so-called  Confederate  government  ? 

25.  What  has  been  the  greatest  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  school 
daring  the  past  year  ? 

26.  Whai  is  the  present  number  ? 

27.  What  tuition  fees  are  charged  for  pupils? 

28.  What  salaries  or  remunerations  are  paid  the  teachers  and  other  em- 
ployees of  the  school  ? 

29.  What  have  been  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  past  year,  or  so 
much  of  the  present  scholastic  year  as  has  already  elapsed  ? 

30.  Wh**re  were  you  born  ? 

31.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  State  ? 

32.  If  of  foreign  birth,  how  long  have  you  resided  in  the  United  States? 

33.  Aie  you  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States? 

34.  Have  you  taSen  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment since  the  flrst  of  May,  1862? 

35.  If  so,  at  what  time,  and  before  whom  ? 

36.  Have  you  taken  the  amnesty  oath  of  December  8,*  1863? 

37.  Have  you  ever  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  government  ? 

38.  Are  you  now,  or  were  you  ever  registered  as  an  enemy  of  the  United 
States? 

39.  Are  you  registered  as  a  foreign  subject?  If  so,  of  what  country  or 
State? 

40.  Have  you  ever  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Orleans  or  of  this 
State? 

41.  If  so.  when  and  for  what  reason  did  you  terminate  your  connection 
with  them? 

42.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  have  the  United  States  flag  raised 
over  your  school,  or  over  the  Principal's  desk,  during  school  hours? 

The  Principal  of  each  school  is  required  to  annex  hereto  a  list  of  the  namea 
of  all  his  or  her  pupils  since  the  first  of  January,  1864,  together  with  the 
name  and  residence  of  their  parents  or  guardians. 
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Repobt  of  the  Boabd  of  Education  fob  Frkedmkk,  ) 

Depabtment  of  the  Gdlf,  > 

New  Orleans,  October  5th,  1864.     ) 

Th  Professor  John  MacNair,  Stq>erinlendent  qf  PiMc  EduoaOum,  SiaU  cf 
Louisiana: 

Deab  Soi— Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  joa  a  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  colored  schools  now  under  the  care  of  the  *'  Board  of  Edacation 
for  Preedmen,"  created  by  "  Order  38,"  dated  Headquartere,  Department  of 
the  Galf,  March  22d,  1864. 

In  April  last  there  were  but  eight  of  these  schools,  all  of  them  in  this  city. 
At  the  present  time,  we  have  seventy- eight  schools  in  New  Orleans  and  par- 
ishes adjacent,  conducted  by  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  teachers,  embracing 
over  eight  thousand  pupils,  with  an  average  attendance  of  nearly  six  thousand 
five  hundred. 

In  addition,  we  are  now  organizing  evening  schools  in  the  dty  and  towns^ 
for  the  adult  plantation  laborers  of  both  sezea,  a  miyority  of  whoin  seek  in- 
struction with  great  avidity.  To  these  will  be  added,  within  two  months,  at 
least  sixty  Sunday  Schools  for  all  classes  of  freedmen. 

These  schools  for  the  fVeedmen  are  no  longer  an  experiment ;  they  are  a 
decided  success.  The  children  are  docile  and  industrious.  They  evince  a 
quickness  of  apprehension  and  a  general  capacity  for  acquiring  knowledge 
that  is  surprising.  Perhaps  the  n^ost  marked  characteristic  of  the  pnpik  is 
their  quick  and  grateful  appreciation  of  the  efforts  made  for  their  instruction. 
They  manifest,  their  gratitude  and  their  affection  for  their  teacher  In  many 
ways  and  on  all  occasions. 

In  cleanliness  and  general  personal  habits,  they  will  compare  (kvorably 
with  children  reared  under  far  better  auspices. 

Under  Its  present  administration,  it  b  the  policy  of  the  Board  to  select  its 
teachers,  not  exclusively,  but  to  a  great  extent  from  Southern  women,  or 
from  those  long  resident  In  the  South. 

There  are  several  hundred  applicants,  beyond  the  needs  of  the  school 
boards  of  Louisiana,  for  the  plac^  of  teacher.  If  these  women  of  the  South 
are  willing  to  forego  their  hatred  of  race,  the  prejudices  of  education  and 
the  hostility  of  kindred,  and  become  teachers  of  negro  schools,  certidnly  they 
are  entitled  to  the  first  consideration. 
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In  conformitj  with  this  policy/ we  have  one  linndred  teachers,  of  the  one 
hundred  and  tweoty-five  employed,  who  are  of  Soathern  origin,  or  of  long 
residence  in  the  South. 

^     Many  of  these  ladies  exhibit  the  utmost  seal  and  courage  in  their  occupa* 
tion. 

^  Driven  out,  occasionally,  by  rebel  raids,  and  their  schools  scattered,  they 
return  with  the  flag,  at  the  first  moment,  collect  their  scholars,  and  go  on 
with  renewed  energy. 

Frequently  unable  to  obtain  boarding  for  themselves,  as  negro  teachers, 
they  manage  to  remain  and  to  live,  through  no  little  privation  and  annoyance, 
until  they  succeed  in  overcoming  the  opposition,  and  are  received  by  their 
opposers. 

The  Board  thought  it  not  advisable  to  build  school-houses,  at  present, 
although  empowered  to  do  so.  We  have  appropriated  such  buildings,  not 
otherwise  used,  as  could  be  obtained.  Many  of  these  are  not  pleasant  to 
occupy.  The  teachers  go  into  them  with  alacrity,  enduring  much  discomfort, 
but  cheerfully  making  the  best  of  the  circumstances. 

It  would  be  upjnst  not  to  recognize  and  commend  the  brave  spirit  and 
faithfhl  labor  of  many  of  the  teachers. 

Measured  by  all  the  obstacles  in  its  way,  and  its  limited  means  to  overcome 
them,  probably  no  system  of  education,  for  any  class  of  people,  ever  made 
such  rapid  and  grcUififing  progress. 

As  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  there  are  about  fifteen  thousand  colored 
children  within  our  military  lines  in  Louisiana.  In  six  months,  under  all  the 
disabilities  of  an  initiatory  and  unpopular  educational  movement,  in  the 
midst  of  war,  we  have  succeeded  In  bringing  more  than  half  of  these  chil- 
dren into  our  schools. 

It  must  be  apparent  that,  with  any  reasonable  success,  we  shall  have  the 
whole  number  under  instruction  within  a  year  ft-om  the  issuing  of  the  order 
creating  the  Board. 

To  one  so  familiar  as  yourself  with  the  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  I  need 
not  recount  the  benefits  to  the  State  and  to  society,  that  must  result  when 
these  children,  at  maturity,  shall  join  the  instructed  adult ;  together  substi- 
tuting for  a  servile,  ignorant,  wasteful  class,  a  tree,  intelligent  and  industrioui 
population.  Very  respectfhlly, 

B.  Rush  Plumlbt, 
Chairman  Board  of  Education  for  Freedmen, 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  N.  0. 
Lt  R  M.  Whbelock,  Secretary. 
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The  following  is  the  order  issued  by  Maj.  Gen.  Banks,  making  proTiooai 
for  the  education  of  *•  Freedmen/'  referred  to  in  the  accompanying  Report : 

Headquarters,  Dbpartmekt  op  the  GclpJ 
New  Orleans,  March  22, 18^4.        [ 
General  Orders  No.  38.  * 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  Greneral  Orders  No.  23,  current  aeries, 
for  the  rudimental  instruction  of  the  Freedmen  of  this  Departmeot,  placiBg 
within  their  reach  the  elements  of  knowledge  which  give  intelUgenoe  and 
greater  value  to  labor,  and  reducing  the  provisions  necessary  therefor  to  ai 
economical  and  efficient  school  system  : 

It  is  ordered  that  a  Board  of  Education,  consisting  of  three  persons,  bt 
hereby  constituted,  with  the  following  duties  and  powers : 

1st.  To  establish  one  or  more  Common  Schools  in  each  and  every  school 
district  that  has  been  or  may  be  defined  by  the  Parish  Provost  Marshab, 
under  orders  of  the  Provost  Manihal  General. 

2d.  To  acquire  by  purchase,  or  otherwise,  tracts  of  land,  which  shall  bs 
judged  by  the  Board  necessary  and  suitable  for  school  sites,  in  plantation 
districts,  to  be  not  less  than  one-half  acre  in  extent ;  to  hold  the  same  ia 
trust  to  themselves  until  such  sclfools  shall  have  been  established,  when  they 
shall  transfer  all  the  right  and  title  thereto  that  may  have  vested  in  them  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Institutions,  or  other  competent  State  authority. 

3d.  To  erect  upon  said  plots  of  land  such  school  houses  as  they  may  judge 
necessary  and  proporti>^ned  to  the  wants  of  the  population  of  the  district, 
where  there  are  no  buildings  available  and  proper  for  school  purposes.  And 
in  this,  as  in  all  other  duties,  they  shall  exercise  the  strictest  economy. 

4th.  To  select  and  employ  proper  teachers  for  said  schools,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, from  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  with  power  to  require  thair 
attendance  for  the  purpose  of  instruction  in  their  duties,  one  week  at  least  at 
a  Normal  School,  to  be  conducted  by  the  Board. 

5th.  To  purchase  and  provide  the  necessary  books,  stationery  and  appa- 
ratus, for  th9  use  of  such  schools,  and  in  addition  thereto  to  purchase  sad 
furnish  an  outfit  of  a  well-selected  library,  &c.,  for  each  freed  person  ia  the 
several  school  districts  who  is  above  the  age  of  attending  school  duty,  at  a 
cost  to  each,  including  a  case  to  contain  the  same,  not  exceeding  two  and  a 
half  dollars,  which  sum  shall  be  included  in  the  general  tax  hereinalter  pro- 
vided, but  shall  be  deducted  from  the  laborer's  wages  by  his  employer,  when 
such  books  are  furnished. 

6th.  To  regulate  the  course  of  study,  discipline  and  hours  of  instmction 
for  children  on  week  days,  and  adults  on  Sundays ;  to  require  such  coofbrmity 
to  their  regulations  and  such  returns  and  reports  from  their  teachers  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  secure  uniformity,  thoroughness  and  efficiency  in 
said  schools. 

7th.  To  have  generally  the  same  authority,  and  perform  the  same  datiaB 
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that  Aflwssora,  Saperrison  and  Trostees  have  in  the  Northern  States,  in  the 
matter  of  eetablishing  and  conducting  eommon  schools. 

And  for  the  full  accomplishment  of  these  purposes,  and  the  performance  of 
the  duties  ei^joined  upon  them,  the  Board  shall  have  taW  power  and  authority 
to  assess  and  levy  a  school  tax  upon  real  and  personal  property,  including 
crops  of  plantations,  in  each  and  erery  before  mentioned  school  district  The 
said  taxes  so  levied  shall  be  sufficient  in  amount  to  defray  the  cost  and  ex* 
pense  of  establishing,  fnmishing  and  conducting,  for  the  period  of  one  year, 
the  school  or  schools  so  established  in  each  and  every  cf  the  said  districts  | 
acd  said  taxes  shall  be  collected  from  the  persdn  or  persons  in  the  occupation 
of  the  property  assessed. 

8tb.  The  taxes  so  assessed  and  levied  in  and  for  each  district,  shall  be  col- 
lected and  paid  over  to  the  Board  by  the  Parish  Provost  Marshal,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  tax  list  and  schedule  shall  have  been  placed  in  his  hands ; 
and  he  shall  forthwith  report  to  the  Beard  whether  there  are  in  the  districts 
of  his  parish  any  buildings  available  and  suitable  for  school  houses,  and 
shall,  at  all  times,  when  required,  assist  by  his  authority  the  Board  in  carry- 
ing out  the  spirit  of  this  order.  The  taxes,  when  collected,  shall  be  forthwith 
deposited  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Orl^MS,  subject  only  to  the 
order  of  the  whole  Board,  which  shall  make  a  monthly  exhibit  of  accounts 
and  report  of  their  doings  to  the  Commanding  Greneral. 

9th.  In  the  performance  of  all  their  duties  the  Board  shall  co-operate,  at 
tu  as  practicable,  with  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Education,  recently 
elected. 

10th.  The  current  school  year  shall  be  estimated  fh>m  February  1st,  1864, 
to  February  1st,  18«5. 

11th.  The  following  officers  and  citisens  are  appointed  on  this  Board,  and 
will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 

•Col.  H.  N.  Frisbee,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  Corps  d'Afrique. 

Lieut.  R  M.  Wheelock,  Fourth  Infkntry,  Corps  d'Afrlque. 

flsaao  G.  Bubbs,  New  Orleans. 

By  command  of  Uniot  General  Bankr. 

RICHARD  B.  IRWIN, 

Assistant  A^'ntant  General. 

•OoL  BVUbM  WM  r«:ieT«daooB  |fUr  hif  ft|»pointmeat,  ftod  Mai.  B.  Rath  Phimky  sppoioUd 
Ohalniuui,  by  order  of  1U|.  CtoB.  BabIu. 
-Hiinoorvucnod. 
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MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  SCHOOLS  UNDER  DIRECTION  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  FRBEDMSN. 

Depabtmbnt  of  ths  Gulf,  I 


New  Orleans,  September  30, 1864.  { 
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CiTT  OP  Jeffibson,  October  13, 1863. 
To  tht  E&n.  buperinUndeni qf  PvbUc  JEiueatUm: 

SiBr— In  aocordtince  with  m  j  daties,  I  herewith  make  a  brief  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  public  scIiooIb  in  the  city  of  Jefferson. 
^  We  hare  foor  public  school  districts,  with  school  houses,  situated  as  fol- 
lows :  One  in  the  First  Ward,  one  in  the  Second,  one  in  the  Third,  and  one' 
in  the  Fourth  Ward.  The  First  Ward  school  consists  of  a  male  and  female 
department,  and  employs  two  teachers,  at  a  salary  of  scTen  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  each.  The  Second  Ward  school  has  three  departments.  It 
employs  three  teachers— two  at  a  salary  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars each,  and  one  in  the  primary  department  at  a  salary  of  six  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  Third  Ward  school  has  four  departments  and  employs  four  teach- 
ers, at  a  salary  ol  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  each.  The  Fourth  Ward 
school  has  two  departments  and  employs  two  teachers,  at  a  salary  of  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  each.  All  of  the  above  schools  are  well  attended 
and  in  a  flourisbiDg  condition. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  a  boys'  and  girls'  high  school,  where  the 
higher  branches  of  education  are  taught,  and  employ  two  teachers,  at  a  salary 
of  nine  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  each.  The  Council  have  quite  lately 
elected  a  new  Board  of  Directors  for  the  public  schools,  who  have  not  yet 
made  a  report ;  therefore,  I  am  unable  at  this  time  to  give  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance. 

Since  my  last  report,  (February,  1862,)  we  have  expended  the  sum  of 
thirty-four  thousand  eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents  ($34,088  40).  We 
have  received  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  through  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Education,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-three  dollars 
and  sixty  cents  ($2,933  60).  The  balance* has  been  paid  out  of  the  general 
fund  of  the  city  bf  Jefferson.  According  to  the  books  of  the  comptroller, 
the  balance  due  firom  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  account  of  public  schools, 
on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1864,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars.  From  the  want  of  the  customary  receipts 
of  the  above  amount,  the  schools  are  deficient  in  books  and  other  stationery. 
Most  respectfully  submitted, 

Felix  Laqrouk, 

T\re(mtrer  qfthe  CUy  qfJ^son. 
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STATE  TREASURER. 


ataU  (ifLouitkma  di  acetnmi  vaUh  J,  O.  BMm,  Treoturer. 


1864. 
March  4. 


Cr. 


Bt  snndiy  cash  receired 
from  T.  0.  A.  Dexter,  Emi.,  UUe 
military  treasurer,  to  wit : 

•Coofederate  notes 

Bank  of  New  Orleans 

Current  Funds 


Sept  SO.    By  cash  received  for 
Redemption  of  lands  forfeited  to 

the  State 

Auction  duties 

Ck>llection  of  taxes 

Charity  Hospital. 


Total  receipto  to  30th  Sept,  1864 
Dk. 

Sept  30    To  cash  paid  on  account  of 

State  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1864 

Militia;.... 

Auction  duties  refunded  for  ille- 
gal collection 

Salaries  of  Judges 


State  Attorneys..-.. 
AssessoFi 

Clerks  of  CourtB.'... 
in  Executive  Departm't 
Sec'y  State  Departm't 
Treasury  Department. 
Anditor  Department.. 
Snp'nt  PUb.  Education 


Amount  carried  foArard 891,112  64 


$462,752  13 

33,580  00 

339,012  83 


14,681  06 
2,893  89 
7,438  48 
3,386  42 
2,697  73 
1,300  51 
1,796  95 
2,856  85 
1,229  80 


$835,344  96 


617  50 

15,526  86 

333,141  50 

500  00 


364,171  17 
1,738  58 

7,121  20 


38,081  69 


$1,185,190  n 
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Amoant  brought  fonmrd 

CoDUngent  ezpeoaee  in 
Treasorf  Department.. . ....... 

Auditor '8  Department 

EzecntiTe  Department 

Secretary  of  &M&  X>6Mrtment. 
Superintendent  Pub.  Education, 

Creneral 

State  Land  Office 


State  Library 

Comminions  to  Tax  GolIectofB. . . 

SUte  Penitentiary 

Printing  and  Advertising 

ReglBtiy  of  YoterB 

Publie  Sobools 

Public  Schools,  Parish  St  James. 
Salary  of  Teachers 


Public  Charities  by  order  of  Gov- 
ernor Haho 

Charity  Hospital 

Charitlee  voted  by  State  Conven- 
tion of  1864 


of  Election,  to  wit : 

arish  of  Ascension. 

St.  James 

St  Mary 

Lafonrcbe 

Orleans,  (Right  Bank) 

Assumption. 

Orleans 

Avoyelles 

Pointe  Coupee 

East  Feliciana 

IberviUe 

St  Charles 

St  John  Baptist. ... 
Terrebonne 


Total  expenditures  to  Sept  30, 1864. 
Balance  in  Treasury  Sept  80, 1864. . 

The  above  balance  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing described  Notes,  to  wit : 

ConfMerate  Notes,  uncnrrent 

Bank  of  New  Orleans,  uncurrent. . 

Current,  Legal  Tender  and  City  of 

New  Orleans 


13 


676  66 

677  40 
l,77f  76 

107  90 

1S8  76 

12.937  10 

401.30 


37,361  68 
767  60 


600  00 
6,924  72 

34,600  00 


610  00 

166  00 

210  00 

1,114  90 

60  00 

336  00 

800  00 

860  00 

307  00 

349  40 

111  00 

161  00 

90  00 

420  00 


462,762  13 
33,680  00 

147,461  47 


391,112  64 


16««02  86 

600  oe 

21,661  68 

2.163  60 

4,672  66 

208  00 


38,119  08 


40,924  72 


6,482  30 


$643,783  60 


$641,347  22 
$643,783  60 
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Btatement  of  Fandi : 

GeDeiml  Fand. 

School  Fond 

Internal  Improvement  Fand. . . 
Total 

V,  B.— The  General  Fond  oondats 

of  the  following  described  Notea, 

to  wit : 

'Confederate  Notes,  mcttrrent. . . 

Sank  of  New  Orleans,  uncorrent. 

Current  Notes 

Total  (Senetal  Fond 

[Attest] 


514,397  03 

111,423  96 

17,962  62 


462,752  IS 
33,580  00 
18,064  90 

$514,397  03 


$648,783  60 


J.  G.  BfiLDEN,  TBSiflonB. 
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ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 


7o  Ihe  BonorMe  the  Senate  and  Hcnlse  qf  R^freaaUoHvea  (f  the  &at9  ow 

XotcMona.' 

The  Attorney  General  Is,  bj  law,  required  to  make  and  sabmlt  to  the 
Legislature,  at  the  oommencement  of  the  seeeion  thereof,  a  report  of  all  the 
bnsinen  done  by  him ;  and  this  duty  I  now  proceed  to  discharge. 

Owing  to  the  ahortnees  of  the  period  daring  which  I  have  filled  the  office 
of  Attorney  General,  and  the  somewhat  deranged  condition  of  the  judiciary  of 
the  State,  the  official  duties  performed  by  me  have  been  comparatively  lim- 
ited, presenting  themselves  in  meagre  proportions,  in  comparison  with  the 
varied  and  multiforions  acts  of  my  office,  which  I  will  be  called  upon  to  dit- 
eharge,  when  the  judicial  tribunals  of  Louisiana  are  in  elfective  opera^n, 
under  the  wise  and  benignant  constitution  lately  adopted  by  the  people. 

Since  taking  possesion  of  my  office,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1864, 1  have 
attended  to  three  oases  of  homicide — one  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  and  two  in 
the  parish  of  Jelferson.  I  have  prosecuted  in  the  parish  of  Orleans  two  cases 
for  shooting  with  intent  to  murder.  In  the  absence  of  the  District  Attorney  of 
the  Second  Judicial  District,  composed  of  the  parishes  of  Jelferson,  St  Ber- 
nard, and  Plaquemines,  I  conducted  a  prosecution* for  larceny  before  the 
District  Court  of  the  parish  of  Jefferson.  I  have  appeared  before  the  recorder 
of  the  First  District  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  io  prosecute  an  official  of  tl^ 
said  city,  upon  the  grave  charge  of  having  systematically  extorted  (nnder 
oolor  of  his  office,  from  his  employees,)  various  sums  of  money.  This  case,  I 
deem  it  proper  here  to  state,  after  a  ftiU  and  protracted  investigation,  was 
decided  by  the  recorder  adversely  to  the  accused,  who  was  sent  before  the 
First  District  Court  for  trial  It  is  particnlarly  the  duty  of  the  law  officers  of 
the  State  to  see  that  (ffidals  do  not,  under  the  color  of  their  official  authority, 
commit  acts  in  violation  of  the  criminal  laws  of  Louisiana,  and  whenever  a 
case  of  the  kind  is  brought  to  my  notice,  I  will  spare  no  efforts  io  bring  the 
oflbnding  official  before  the  judicial  tribunals,  that  the  fiicts  may  be  fnlly  and 
fldriy  enquired  into,  and  right  and  justice  meted  out  in  the  premises.    The 
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Interests  of  Loalsiana,  and  the  materiai  and  moral  progress  of  her  people,  can 
in  no  waj  be  so  well  promoted,  as  by  holding  her  officers— from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  to  the  faithftil  dlsdiarge  of  the  duties  of  official  position. 

I  have  instituted,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  payment  of  taxes  due  the 
State,  fbrty  cItII  suits ;  three  in  the  Oireult  Coorl  of  tie  United  States  for  the 
Fifth  Judioisl  Circuit,  State  of  Louisiana,  and  thirty- seven  in  the  United 
Stotes  District  Court  for  th«  Eastern  Distriet  of  that  State.  The  Federal  tri- 
bunals have  been  resorted  to  in  these  cases,  instead  of  the  Suite  courts,  on 
accoont  of  certain  proceedings  against  the  property  of  the  delinquent  tax 
payers,  ^nder  the  confiscation  acts  of  Congress. 

I  oavef  flrom  time  to  time,  represented  the  State  in  summary  proceedings, 
but  the  nature  of  these  cases  is  not  of  suffioient  importance  to  require  forther 
notice. 

For  more  specific  information  relative  to  the  offidal  business  done  by  me, 
the  suits  and  prosecutions  to  which  I  have  attended,  the  number  and  names 
of  persons  prosecuted,  the  crimes  for  which  such  prosecutions  were  had,  the 
results  thereof,  and  the  punishments  awarded  therefor,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  statistical  tables  accompanying  this  report 

The  most  arduous  portion  of  my  official  labor  has  consisted  in  giving  coun- 
sel to  those  who  by  law  are  entitled  to  my  official  opinion.  Many  questions, 
novel  In  their  character,  and* clothed  with  deep  and  significant  importance, 
have  from  time  to  time  pressed  themselves  upon  me  for  prompt  attention ; 
and  these  questions,  with  their  novelty,  their  doubts,  their  difficulties  and  their 
embarrassments,  |  have  disposed  of  in  a  manner  which  commended  itself  to 
my  judgment  and  conscience.  The  present  has  been  my  stand-point ;  the 
stern  and  inexorable  logic  of  passing  events  were  my  beacon  and  my  guide. 
Past  traditions,  In  many  cases,  have  been  ignored,  and  the  imperious  demands 
of  Progress  listened  to  and  concedech. 

Relative  to  the  status  of  that  class  of  persons  in  Louisiana,  heretofore  known 
as  slaves,  but  now  advanced  to  the  position  of  freemm,  I  bestowed  much 
thought  I  could  not  lose^ght  of  the  fact  that  this  status  has  been  greatly 
affected  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
certain  orders  f'manating  from  the  Military  Headquarters  of  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf ;  and  with  a  Icnowledge  of  this  fact,  I  could  not  do  otherwise  thao 
conclude,  that  the  persons  referred  to,  after  and  under  such  proclamation, 
and  orders,  had  acquired  at  least  the  clrll  rights  appertaining  to  unnatural- 
ized white  residents  of  this  State.  An  opinion  to  this  effect  was  officially 
given  by  me  some  months  ago— an  opinion  formed  through  no  subserviency 
to  the  govemment,->created  by  no  prejudice  against  slavery,  or  slave- 
holders.— emanating  from  no  desire  to  please  one  class,  and  displease 
ai^ther,— but  an  opinion,  the  result  of  a  conviction  based  upon  my  view  of 
the  then  passing  events,  and  their  ultimate  result  However,  my  opinion 
relative  to  the  status  of  those,  formerly  recognized  as  slaves,  so  fieir  as  that 
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•tfttaB  was  «0Boted  by  th^  proelaaialloii  vnA  ordefs  aboTH  referred  to,  ba^ 
ceased  to  be  of  practical  importaooe,  on  account  of  the  Ordinance  of 
Anan^ipatlon,  recently  adopted  by  the  State  ooorentUm,  and  afterwards 
ratified  by  the  people  of  Louisiana. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Uw  which  authorizes  the 
auditor  of  public  accounts  to  employ  attorneys  to  recover  money  due  the 
State  n-om  any  cause,  whenever,  in  his  dfscr^on,  he  may  deem  It  proper 
and  expedient  so  to  do.  All  matters  requiring  legal  attention  should  be 
entrusted  to  the  law  officers  of  the  State,  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that 
a  different  policy,  which  portions  out  professional  duties  and  responsibility, 
has  a  tendency  to  produce  a  conflict  of  action,  to  Impdr  the  vigor  necessary 
for  a  due  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  to  destroy  that  concen- 
tration of  statistical  knowledge,  and  facts,  so  important  to  be  preserved.  For 
these  reasons,  and  others  which  might  be  nrged,  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
now  nnder  consideration  should  be  repealed. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  past  month,  the  Auditor  of  Public  accounts  Ad- 
dressed to  me  a  communication,  a[ccompanied  by  a  report  from  the  **  Financial 
Commission^'  appointed  by  Major  (General  Banks ;  and  in  that  communica- 
tion he  desired  to  be  informed  whether  or  not  the  foots  set  torlh  In  the  report 
"  furnished  sufficient  grounds  for  Instituting  legal  proceedings  against  any  or 
All  the  banking  corporations,  referred  to  in  the  aforesaid  report,  as  insolvMlB,^* 

It  eonld  not  be  denied  that  the  several  banking  institution!)  referred  to  In 
the  report  of  the  Financial  Commission  had  failed  to  redeem  their  issues  in 
specie.  This  suspension,  however,  was  not  only  occasioned  by  the  positive 
orders  of  the  authorities  at  Ri<^unond,  sustained  by  the  pressing  remon- 
strances of  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  but  was  brought  about  against  the 
wishes  of  the  banks,  which  being  able  to  meet  their  liablltties  in  coin,  at  the 
tine  they  were  forced  to  suspend,  streniQusly  refused  to  comply  with  the 
injunction  of  the  foregoing  authorities,  up  to  the  16th  September,  1861, 
when  they  were  eompelled  to  submit 

It  was  clear  to  my  mind  that,  nnder  ordinary  circumstances,  the  fisllure 
of  a  banking  institution  to  redeem  its  issues  in  specie,  justly  and  legally, 
nnder  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  subjected  the  institution,  thus  in  fault,  to  a 
forfeiture  of  her  charter,  as  a  oonseqnence  of  her  wrong ;  but  by  no  process 
of  reasoning  eonld  I  beoome  convineed,  that  such  a  result  could  flow  from 
a  failure  of  the  bank  to  redeem  in  specie,  when  thai  failure  was  solely 
attributable  to  a  power  which  the  bank  was  powerless  to  controL  The 
fidlnre  to  redeem,  under  such  chreuoMtaaoes,  became  the  work  of  coercion — 
not  the  work  of  the  bank ;  and  neither  at  law,  nor  in  equity,  should  the 
bank  be  made  responsible. 

My  opinion  given  to  the  Andltor  was,  that  the  suspension  of  specie  pay* 
nents,  by  the  several  banks  refarred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Financial 
Commission,  under  the  eironmstanoes,  formed  no  legal,  certainly  no  equitable 
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grooBd  tor  OaprlTiag  tkoM  InititatiMM  of  th«ir  oUriera,  or  f<»dig  them  into 

iniolTenej. 

Whatbar  or  »oi  the  terontl  banki  rekmd  to  in  tho  report,  have  beeo 
guiltj  of  anj  act,  other  than  a  Bospensioii  of  epeeie  paymeate,  which  is  in 
Tiolation  of  law,  and  taiyects  the  inatitntioa  to  a  forfeiture  of  its  corporate 
rights,  and  the  oonseqaent  destniotion  of  its  corporate  existence,  depends 
upon  a  Tarietj  of  fiicts,  Telatire  to  which  I  hare  not  been  iiillj  informed. 
An  investigation  of  the  aflUrs  of  these  institutions  will  doubtless  be  made 
bj  the  **  Committee  on  Banks  and  Banldn^,"  to  he  appointed  bj  your  honor- 
able bodies,  and  perhaps  bj  other  commissions  dul j  invested  with  aathoiitT 
to  inquire  into  such  matters  ;  and  fh>m  the  reports  of  these  committees  and 
commissioos  full  knowledge  on  the  subject  may  be  acquired.  In  this  con- 
section  I  deem  it  not  smiss  to  state,  that  two  at  least  of  the  institntiens 
refierred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Financial  Commission,  were  in  such  condition 
as  to  justify  the  interpoHltion  of  judicial  authority.  Their  bosiness  was 
practically  suspended,  their  doors  virtually  closed,  their  depositors  were 
unable  to  obtain  the  amount  of  their  deposits,  except  in  depreciated  notee, 
and  no  step  had  been  taken  with  a  view  to  a  prompt  and  final  liquidation  and 
settlement  of  their  affitirs.  So  fkr  as  these  institutions  are  concemedr 
action  appears  necessary ;  but  action  by  me  is  suspended  until  after  the 
meetmg  of  the  Legi^ture. 

A  summary  liquidation  of  ofi  the  banking  institutions  referred  to  in  the 
report  of  the  Financial  CommiiBion,  bad  a  tendency,  in  my  opinion,  to 
throw  the  management  of  such  institutions  into  the  hands  of  persons  not  as 
well  adapted  to  manage  judiciously  as  the  officers  selected  by  the  banks 
themselves ;  to  cause  a  rapid  and  serious  decline  in  the  value  of  a  large 
amount  of  stocks  and  bonds  which  would  suddenly  be  thrown  upon  the 
market ;  to  depreciate  the  issues  of  the  banks  in  the  hands  of  the  billholder ; 
to  prevent  despositors  for  a  long  time  from  having  the  poneesion  and  use  of 
their  means,  which  would  become  judicially  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  the 
banks ;  andfloally,  to  carry  ^consternation  and  distress  to  many  a  home  and 
hearth-stone  in  the  eommui^ty. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  not  deemed  it  my  dnt/,  particularly  in  the  absence 
of  positive  instructions  to  that  eflfeot,  to  oommence  legal  proceedings  against 
those  banking  institutions  of  the  State  which  seemed  to  be  doing  a  legitimate 
baslness,  and  receive  and  pay  over  their  ooaniers  the  notes  of  the  United 
States.  . 

The  criminal  laws  of  Loulslaaa  are  In  a  condition  requiring  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  Legislature.  It  would  be  well  that  early  legislation  be  had> 
definiog  the  jurisdiction  of  coroners,  recorders,  and  other  committuig  magis- 
trates in  tbe  parish  of  Orleans,  and  keeping  those  officers  within  the  Umits 
prescribed  by  law.  Recorders  and  committing  magistrates  often  inflict  pun- 
Uhment  fbr  oflenoes  which  are,  or  oaght  to  be,  cognhutble  by  the  First  Distriei 
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ittftlBStiirt,  to  iiM^Ify  tMr  lufiiAge,  lo  cea»et  tlMir  iBeongndtfet,  te  np. 
p\j  their  de6olaioieB,  Icyavraofe  ti^m  in  order/'  aid  te  reporttbeMaQ,  witk 
■oak  logfeetioiM  m  the  oomminioii  maj  deem  proper  to  make,  witk  a  Tiev 
to  their  adoption  by  the  Legialatare,  as  the  Cbobouj,  Coob  of  LoviieiaDa. 

To  earryont  tUe  poUoj  would  doobtleeB  snbjeot  the  State  to  some  ezpcBse, 
bat  not  to  one-tithe  of  the  ezpenditor^  of  mooej  iNiioh  wonld  nnd^obtedly 
Ibllbw  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Legidatore  to  form  a  ejatem  of  criniinil 
Jnrispmdeoc«),  onaided  bj  tiie  labor  of  thoee  whoee  stadj  enablea  them 
^ckly  to  dlBOOTer,  and,iatii&otorUy  present  a  syston  of  laws  adapted  to  the 
end  in  yiew. 

B.  L.  LYNCH. 

N£W  ORLEij^s,  October  1, 1864. 
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Statement  of  daims  fbr  taxes  filed  by  the  Attorney  General,  in  fke  foUwtng 
numbered  and  entitled  oases  In  the  U.  S.  Cirooit  Conrt,  at  New  Orleans : 


KO. 

PLAINTIFF 

vs. 

78. 
V8 

DSFEHDAMT. 

XNTSBTXMOB. 

TAXB8  0F   TMJL 

3,386 
3.376 
8,392 

u.  s. 

do 
do 

Armstrong's  Foundry, 
TheBaildTng90Mag.8t, 
John  Haskins  &  Co. 

State  of  La. 
do 
do 

1862 

1861  and  1862. 
do 

Statement  of  claims  for  taxes  filed  by  the  Attorney  Grener^l  in  the  following 
cases,  in  the  United  States  District  Court  at  New  Orleans : 


7,640 
9,642 
7^3 
7,644 
7,646 
7,648 
7,649 
7,650 
7,651 
7,652 
7,653 
7,662 
7,664 
7,665 
7,667 
7,672 
7,674 
7,673 
7,676 
7,683 
7,685 
7,685 
7,68d 
7,688 
7,690 
7,711 
7,718 
7^72e 
7,739 
7,746 
7,749 
7,759 
7,769 
7,770 
7,778 
7,779 
7,811 


PUOMTIFP. 

U.  8. 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

VIS. 

do 

ts. 

do 

V8. 

do 

.vs. 

do 

Vrt. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

do 

vs. 

DKFEKDAJiT, 


J.  P.  Bei\jamin 

D.  F.  Kenner 

T.  J.  Semmes 

Marshal  J.  Smith.... 

Maurice  Grirot 

W.B.KoontB 

D.W.Adams 

Harry  T.  Hayes 

F.  H.  Clack 

Bulletin  Office 

CM.  Cpnrad 

G.  W.  Race 

P.  E.  Bonford 

J.  G.  Parham 

S.  Boyd 

J.H.Phelps 

G.  W.  Ooodwyn 

D.  W.  Brickell 

Emiie  Lasere 

Wirt  Adams 

H.M.  Hvams 

Hyams  k  Dwiegre.'. . 

JohnSlidell 

A.  W.  Merriam 

W.  F.  Hodgkins 

T.  W.C.4T.L.Cook 

Adam  Giffin 

A.  W.  Walker 

J.  D.  Hill 

J.  O.  Nixon 

F.  H.  Hatch 

C.  H.  Slocomb 

J.  A.  Stevenson 

A.  W.  Boswertb 

G.  O.  Sweet 

Daniel  P.  Logan 

W.  G.  Vincent 


INTERYBNOE.    TAXB8  OF  TSAB. 


State  of 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


La. 


1861  and  1862. 

do 

do 

do 

d» 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
1862 
1861  and  1862. 

do 

do 

do 
1863 
1861  and  1862. 
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CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

FroBi  Jumarj  1, 1858,  np  to  JaniMtry  26, 1861,  tiiere  were  entered  In  the 
Saprene  Coart  of  Louisiaiia  6984  oeees. 

Daring  the  existence  of  Confederate  mle  in  New  Orleans,  445  suits  were 
added  to  the  above  number,  making  in  all  7429  cases,  both  civil  and  crlm* 
Inal,  most  of  which  still  remain  untried. 

The  number  of  State  cases,  either  ciyil  or  erimijial,  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  cannot,  for  the  present,  be  ascertained,  on  acoomnt  of  tlie  deranged 
condition  of  the  records. 

LIST  OF  CASES 
nsposBD  or  before  the  first  district  court  of  new  orlbax*8,  bx  DisrafCT 

ATTORNEY. 

From  November  1, 1863,  io  October  1, 1864,  by  ndh  prosequi 

Assault  and  Battery, « 21 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill, 1 

Larceny, 16 

Embezzlement, 3 

Receiving  Stolen  Property, 3 

Gambling, 1 

Robbery,; I 

Obtaining  Goods  under  False  Pretences 2 

A  large  number  of  the  above  cases  had  been  on  the  docket  for  several 
yters  ;  some  of  the  accused  had  died,  and  the  witnesses  in  the  other  cases 
had  disappeared. 

CONVICTED. 

Murder, 8 

Manslaughter, 2 

Robbery, ;. 7 

Burglary,  4 

Assault  and  Battery, 43 

Larceny, 73 

Assault  with  intent  to  commit  Rape, 2 

Entering  outhouse  in  the  night  time,  with  intent  to  Steal, 1 

Carrying  Concealed  Weapons, 2 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill, 2 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder, 1 

Assault  with  a  dangerous  weapon, 2 

Drawing  a  check  without  having  fUnds,. , . .  .2 

Embecslement, 6 

Uttering  a  false,  forged  and  counterfeit  Promissory  Note^ 2 

Obtaining  money  under  False  Pretences, 1 
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Malicioosly  killing  a  horse,  1 

BeoelTiag  Stolen  Proper^,  knoidag  it  to  have  been  stolen, 3 

Biting  and  Muming,  with  intent  to  maim,,.. <. • 1 

ACQUITTAL. 

Mnrder, 1 

Shooting,  with  intent  to  eommit  Murder, 1 

AitaQlt  with  a  dangeroos  weapon, 1 

Robbery, X 

Burglary, ^ J 

Stabbing,  with  intent  to  commit  Murder, 1 

Kmbezzlement, 5 

Assault  and  Battery, 15 

Entering  bouses  in  night  time,  without  breaking,  with  intuit  to  steal, 2 

Assault,  with  intent  to  commit  Bape, 1 

Obtaining  Goods  under  False  Pretences,. 1 

Arson, 1 

Bonds  forfeited 1 

(Sheriff's  return  on  //a,  no  property  Ibund.) 

LIST  OF  OASES, 
Pending  before  ^e  First  District  Court  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  tried : 

Murder, 1 

Forgery, t 

Horse  Stealing, 1 

Mule  Stealing, 1 

Larceny, 14 

Assault  and  Battery, : 14 

Furious  Riding, 1 

Obtaining  Money  under  False  Pretences, S 

Embezzlement, 3 

Malicious  Mischief, 1 

Assault  with  a  dangerous  weapon, 1 

Stabbing,  with  intent  to  kill, S 

Swindling, 1 

Robbery, 1 

Gambling, ^ S 

Receiying  Stolen  Property,  knowing  the  same  to  have  been  stolen, 1 

Oppression  and  Extortion  in  Oi&ce, 1 

niegal  Voting, 1 

Extortion  in  Office, 1 
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ABSTRACT  OF  REPORT  DIBTRICT  ATTORNEY  K  J.  WENCK,  SEC- 
OND JUDICIAL  DISTRICT,  PARISH  OP  JEFFERSON. 


Forgery 

Laroenj 

Murder 

MansUogbter 

Breach  of  TroBt 

Tretpaai 

AjmH  and  battV  with  dang.  weapoM 

Threats  to  Kill 

3orglary 

AjBBaalt  and  Battery 


i 

tf 

?     ^ 

? 

8 

•  trS- 

Sm 

I 

I 

"^5 

i  I 

9 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

16 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

t 

2 

No  criminal  tri- 
als were  held  in 
the  parisheaof 
FlaquemiDea, 
and  St  Bern- 
ard—the other 
parUhea  of  the 
Second  Judi- 
cial DiBtrict 


BONDS  FORFEITED. 
Larceny— Amount  of  Bond  $206.    (Fi.  Fa.  not  yet  inned.) 
Larceny —Amount  ot  Bond  $1000.    (FL  Fa.  issued,  property  seiwd.) 
Assault  and  Battery— Amount  of  Bond  $300.    (Fi.  Fa.  not  yet  isued.) 


ABSTRACT     OF     REPORT    OF    DISTRICT    ATTORNEY,   FOURTH 
JUDICIAL  DISTRICT. 

CRIMKS. 

1 

1 

3? 

P^BIBH. 

• 

Assault  and  Battery 

1 

1 

1 

St  Charles. 

Am^nH 

St  Charles. 

Murder 

St  John  the  Baptist 

Besides  the  district  attorney  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  five  district  attor- 
neys have  been  commissioned  since  the  re-establishment  of  civil  govemmenS 
vis:  for  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Seventh  and  Thirteenth  Judicial 
Districts.  A  considerable  amount  of  criminal  business  has  been  done  in  the 
District  Court  of  the  parish  of  Jefferson ;  there  are  four  murder  cases  to  be 
tried  at  the  next  term  of  that  oourt  From  the  district  attorney  of  the  Fifth 
Judicial  District  no  report  has  been  leceived.  There  is  one  case  of  assault 
and  battery  to  be  tried  before  the  District  Court  of  the  parish  of  Thibodaux. 

The  appointments  of  judges  aad  district  attorneys  for  the  Third,  Fourth, 
Seventh  and  Thirteenth  Judicial  Districts,  have  very  recently  been  made, 
and  no  terms  of  courts  have  yet  been  held  in  those  districts,  except  in  the 
parishes  of  St  Charles  and  St  John  the  Baptist— two  parishes  in  the  Fourth 
Judicial  District 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


REPORT 


or  THB 


STATE  LAND  REGISTER, 


8rAn  Law  Omos,  LounuiULt  I 
NewOrlaMif,Ootl,18U.     f 

lo  Ma  Apoetlsmsy  Mrsabl  Hahv,  (Tovemor  qf  0^  Aofi  qf  XoultieMia.* 

8nt— In  compliance  wUh  the  Uw^  I  have  ibe  honor  to  tabmit  the  following 
report  of  the  operattons  In  this  department  rince  aainmtng  the  duties  of  the 
«iBie  M  proTisional  regiater. 

On  tiie  29th  of  Jnly,  1864, 1  entered  npon  my  dntiee,  and  found  that  the 
records  of  the  State  Land  OfBoe  had  eitl^er  been  destroyed  or  carried  away 
bj  the  late  rebel  authorities.  My  chief  and  immediate  attention  has  been 
therefore  directed  to  procuring  a  part  at  least  of  the  necessary  township 
maps  and  records,  in  order  to  begin  at  once  to  reorganlne  tills  department, 
And  for  which  purpose  I  obtained  permission,  on  the  6th  of  August  last,  from 
Major  General  N.  P.  Banks,  Commanding  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  to 
take  copies  of  maps  and  records  firom  those  In  the  U.  S.  Land  office  for  the 
Soofh-eastem  district  of  Louisiana,  in  this  city,  where  I  have  for  the  present 
temporarily  looted  myselt 

Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  myself  and  Mr.  W.  Hawksworth,  Clerk 
of  this  Department,  in  making  copies  from  the  original  lists  of  ^  ApproTals 
and  Abstracts  of  Sales  "  of  swamp,  school,  seminary  and  internal  Improre- 
ment  lands,  etc,  donated  by  the  United  Ftates  Congress  to  this  State,  mndi 
otill  remains  to  be  accomplished.  The  long  period  of  time  dnce  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  different  U.  S.  land  offlces  in  this  State,  and  the  great  aationBt 
«nd  yariety  of  documents  recorded  by  former  Registers,  will  necessarily 
fendw  the  task  a  work  of  some  magnitude,  and  will  require  much  time  and 
jMslstance  to  perfect  Uieee  records, 
14 
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Uj  Mristaooe  being  liaitad,  I  hare  been  niiable,  with  the  performaee  of 
mj  other  doHei  m  Register,  to  prepare  bot  few  eopiet  of  iowaalup  mipi 
Having,  bowerer,  fbrtaiuUelj  preeeired  a  great  nuaber  of  mj  own  ofciil 
plaoa,  which  I  po«esse4  m  U.  S.  Depatj  Sarf ejor*  I  will  be  enabled  aoea 
to  complete  a  fil*  of  Biflpe  tmbradog  all  that  portion  of  Lonisimaa  wilUa 
the  Federal  lines  now.  These  maps  will  embraoe  aboat  two  hundred  of  the 
BMMt  important  official  copies,  aoeompanied  with  Held  notes  and  entries, 
which  I  have  collected  daring  mj  long  connection  with  the  General  Land 
OtBoe  in  this  State  at  a  cost  of  aboat  $2500,  and  as  thej  are  indispensably 
Boosswary  tt^  thl«  oflloe,  I  shall  fipect  from  the  State  reMoiibls  remnncra- 
tlon  lor  the  tame*  ^ 

I  have  also  made  arrangements  to  procare  the  maps  and  records  of  the 
Sontb-westem,  North-western,  North  of  Red  Rirer  and  Greensborg  Distriets, 
which  I  know  to  be  In  Uie  hands  of  different  prinUe  and  mllitarj  parties, 
and  as  I  deem  it  of  the  highest  im)»6rtance  to  the  people  of  this  State,  that 
this  ofBoe  should  be  thorougfalj  organised,  I  woold  r^ppectfnllj  reeomsMsd 
to  the  Legislatare  that  the  neoessarj  appropriation  be  made  to  enable  me  to 
anpplj  all  the  necessarj  records.  In  fdrtherance  of  this  object,  I  would  refer 
the  Legislature  to  an  Act  No.  248,  sections  4  and  6,  approved  March  17th, 
18S2,  appropriating  the  sum  of  $7000  for  a  similar  purpose,  when,  at  the 
time  of  said  appropriation,  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Baton  Rouge 
had  all  the  maps  In  his  possession,  except  thosi;  which  contained  the  swsmp  - 
and  overflowed  lands  granted  to  the  Stoto  by  the  United  States,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1S49,  and  28th  September,  1850. 

The  accompanying  tabular  statement.  No.  1,  will  exhibit  a  list  of  iqiplica- 
tions  made  to  this  office  during  the  month  of  September  last,  for  the  entry  and 
pre-emption  of  swamp  lands,  under  the  acts  approved  ttarch  I9ih,  1857,  and 
March  16th  and  17th.  1859,  showing  the  totol  quantity  applied  for  to  be 
about  43,000  acres.  The  sales  of  these  lands  can  be  consummated  as  soon  as 
the  State  Auditor  and  State  Treasurer,  who  Is  ex-qffieio  the  Receiver  of  te 
SUte  Land  Office,  are  prepared  to  act  And  it  is  most  important  for  te 
benefit  of  the  loyal  people,  and  the  State  of  Louisiana,  that  the  entries  of 
swamp  lands  be  encouraged,  as  thereby  our  loyal  population  becomes  an«^ 
mentod,  the  wealth  of  the  State  increased  by  intemAil  improvement,  and  te 
State  Treasury  enriched.  Many  persons  have  already  settled  upon  the  pub- 
•  lie  lands  of  the  State  since  the  resumption  of  loyal  authority,  and,  being 
without  titles  to  the  same,  are  subject  to  constant  annoyance  and  intemip- 
tion.  This  will  be  obviated  when  the  State  Land  Office  is  fully  organised, 
■0  that  land  titles  can  be  obtained. 

I  would  respectlVilly  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  amend  the  Act  No- 
117,  approved  March,  1859,  which  provides  for  the  sale  of  tidal  overflowed 
tends  at  the  rate  of  twenty-flve  cents  per  acre.  Much  of  these  Isnds  befaig 
covered  with  valuable  timber,  I  would  suggest  that  the  act  be  fm 
if  to  pforeot  tbo  mlo  of  any  but  prairie  lands  at  that  rate. 
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By  reference 'to  statemettt  No.  2,  w^ich  accompanies  this  report,  it  will  be 
eeen  that  oo  the  1st  day  of  November,  1861,  the  Tftcant  public  laiid^  in  the 
State  o/  Lonisiaoa  amoanted  to  over  ten  millions  of  aoree.  In  conseqaenoe 
of  a  large  portion  of  these  lands  being  didpoeed  of  after  ^  State  came  nnder 
rebel  nUe.  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  loyal  State  Legislature  now  in  ses- 
sion, to  pass  a  law  which  shall  set  aside  or  confirm  such  sales.  It  may  not 
be  improper  for  me  to  obserre  that  most  of  these  sales,  made  udder  rebel 
authority,  were  made  to  disloyal  persons.  The  passage  of  a  law  upon  this 
subject  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  settling  confilcting  claims,  (Originating 
in  loyal  and  disloyal  authority,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  serve  is  a  gnir!e 
to  this  depar^ent  in  the  disposition  of  lands  donated  to  the  State  ^for  public 
purposes  by  the  United  States  GoTeromeni 

Respectfully  submitted,  •  '* 

Job,  Gobuxskt,  tieglster. 
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NUMBER  1. 
.    List  of  ApplicatloQjB  to  filter  and  pr»-€np(  Swamp  Laada,  at  the  State 
Land  Office,  durinff  the  month  of  September,  1864,  under  Acta  a^proTcd 
Uarch  19tb.  1857.  und  Mnrcb  16tb  and  17th,  1S59. 


2 

ft 

4 

5 

0 

.  7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

IS 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2'> 

21 

2i 

2^ 

2i 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
SO 

32 
S3 
34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
'V-'> 
46 
47 
4H 
40 


Georeu  Vest , 

ArcbVbald  Oalboun.... 

jMCob  RieU 

Anna  Halle..... 

SaUie  Veltle 

J.  II.  Sfepbenson 

Adam  Scblopfer 

Matthtfw  ScMooMr.... 

I)an!«l  Hilmnder 

Pran^U  Deeert 

VVIUiam  Kin»b 

Wandal  Kelfer 

Jobn  Kilbert 

Martin  Grode 

Daniel  Ulrtch 

Charlra  Gnibe 

Mn.  Wilbelmina  Hills. 

Nicholas  Tnimpf 

Francis  Foueher 

HypolHe  Cares 

Pierre  F«»rrant 

Kraitt*  Trumpf 

Henry  W|»inset:ie 

Joseph  Desert 

Fran9ois  Grand 

Pitrre  Robert 

Martin  Kngler 

Justine  Keel^ 

Alexander  Erneet 

Andrew  Bonderver 

William  Butller 

TobyNoblet 

Jpan  do  BuUe 

Placide  Graqd 

H-Mass 

Conrad  Schmidt 

Henry  Phillips 

Gmile  HoiilUon 

Francis  Grand 

John  Ouder. 

Martin  Schiosser 

Thomas  Elliot 

;imrlt*8  Itawle 

Fredtdolt  T«$nole 

John  Geo.  Chadwick  . 
ij.  V.  Desmonsaeaux . . . 

Francij*  Gnerrln 

U.  I).  Knapp 

C.  Bache 


i^aagJL 

St.  Jobn  the  Baptist, 


Jefferson, 

44 

St.  Charles. 
«.' 

Orleans, 

St  Bernard, 
Lafourche, 


No.  of  Ami. 


Applications  not  perfected,  about. 


160  60 

160  03 

181  72 

151  » 

107  41 

161  40 

146  45 

172  37 

154  30 

in  80 

140  62 

165  40 

in  38 

176  90 

172  90 

172  76 

37  28 

186  20 

155  40 

155  06 

174  88 

133  06 

320  00 

172  12 

156  04 

160  03 

139  84 

140  68 

155  38 

156  88 

161  60 

162  45 

147  56 

174  24 

608  72 

639  08 

590  64 

540  52 

2,560  00 

160  00 

172  12 

160  00 

160  00 

162  56 

1,566  34 

527  62 

160  00 

4,515  00 

206  63 

..25,000  00 

Total 42,835  94 
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MUMBBB  2. 

SUtemeni  of  Vaoani  Public  Landi  in  the  Stele  of  LoalaUiw,  on  the  Isi 
Norember,  186L 


DIBTBICTS. 


Sontb  Western  .. 
6reeDtburg..,.„ . 
Northwestern.. 
South  Eastern. .. 
North  Red  River 


SwflDipLandB 
me  shown  by 
Maps. 


Internal  Im- 
proyements 
in  General 
Land  Office. 


2,002,186  67 
214,320  61 
295.403  88 

1,504.512  90 
813,798  48 


4,830,331  44 


20,838  16 

3,403  65 

6,874  53 

711  80 


81,828  14 


High    Lands 
'  as   reported 

by    District 

Officers. 


Total  Acres. 


1.769.643  60 

666,377  41 

1,591.598  34 

1.200  00 

MS8.688  03 


5,167^07  38 


3.792.768  33 
880J07  02 
1.890,405  87 
1.512.587  43 
1,953.198  31 


10,  29,666  96 
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•N  THB 


STATE    LIBRARY. 


STATE  OP  LOUISIANA, 

OmOB  OF  SiSOBSTABT  OT  StATB, 

New  Orleans,  Ootober  Z,  1864. 


f 


7b  t&d  SenaU  and  Heme  of  BqprtMnkUivta  of  (he 

State  cf  Louiskma,  in  General  Asetmhijf  oommed : 
GrEiKTiJSSfEN— I  herewith  transmit  yoa,  according  to  law,  a  detailed  state- 
meat  of  the  condition  and  transactions  of  the  State  Librarj,  daring  a  period 
of  about  seven  months,  dating  from  my  entering  in  office,  firom  which  time  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  volumes  saved  and  now  in  the  Library,  are 
estimated  by  the  librarian  at  about  26,000  volumes. 

Ffom  the  statement  of  the  secretary  of  state,  transmitted  to  the  General 
Assembly,  in  1861,  it  appears  that  there  were  in  the  State  Library,  at  thai 
time: 

Volomee. 

Works  of  Literature,  History  and  Soienoe 6,250 

Laws  and  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Courts  ot  all  the  States  and  United 
Slates,  English  Reports,  and  standard  works  of  Legal Sdenoe  In  vari- 
ous countries 6,409 

French  Literature,  Medical  Works,  &o 6.626 

EScecntivH.  Senate,  and  House  Journals  of  (he  United  States 7,744 

Acts  and  Journals  of  the  State  and  Supreme  Court  Reports* 10,000 

35,028 
In  the  basement  of  the  State  House,  at  least  (supposed  to  be  law  books)  16,000 

Giving  an  aggregate  number  of  about 60,028 

/  

On  the  27th  of  August,  1862,  and  upon  the  evacuaaon  of  the  United  States 
forces  fVom  Baton  Rouge,  Major  General  Butler  ordered  a  portion  of  the 
UcK^  of  the  State  Library  to  be  removed  to  New  Orleans.  They  were,  ae- 
cordlngly,  packed  in  boxes,  where  they  could  be  obtained,  but  a  great  num- 
ber were  brought  loose,  and  were  conveyed  to  the  city,  and  deposited  in 
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Tarions  rooms  and  closets  of  the  City  HalL  Judge  CarHgao,  after  the  evae- 
nation,  saved  from  loxs  another  portion  consisting  of  about  5,000  Tolnmes, 
and  concealed  them  in  a  secure  place,  at  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  Baton 
Rouge.  The  balance  remaining  in  the  State  House  wns  arterwurds  burned 
up,  together  with  the  building  itself. 

Lately,  by  the  protection  and  under  the  recommendation  of  his  Excellency 
(Governor  Michael  Hahn,  I  was  enabled  to  obtain  of  Major  General  Banks, 
an  order  to  the  military  authorities  of  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  escort  and  wagons, 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  about  fifteen  miles  ba(k  of  Baton  Rouge,  to 
recover  the  books  depositi*d  by  Judge  Carrlgan  for  safe  keeping. 

Only  3.000  of  the  above  said  5,000  volumes  were  brought  to  this  city,  but 
are  still  unpacked,  for  want  of  room  to  distribuLe  them.  The  balance  re- 
mains in  a  safe  place,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  also  recovered,  as  soon  as  the 
country  shall  be  free  from  rebel  rule. 

The  present  accammodatien  in  the  City  Hall,  for  that  purpose,  is  alto- 
gether Inadequate.  In  one  small  room,  there  are  about  15.000  volumes,  but 
it  has  been  impossible  to  arrange  and  classify  them  pronerly,  for  want  of 
space.  The  remainder  of  the  books  are  scattered  in  several  places,  and  lying 
In  heaps,  greatly  to  the  annoyance  of  the  city  officials,  who  require  the  use  of 
the  whole  building  for  pubiio  purposes. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  state,  in  justice  to  the  lion.  Stephen  Hoyt, 
acting  Mayor  of  the  city,  that  he  allowed  provisionally  a  portion  of  the  ball- 
way  on  the  third  floor  of  the  City  Hall,  for  the  nae  of  a  small  part  of  said 
volumes,  and  ordered  tbe  city  Surveyor  to  provide  shelves,  for  which  expense 
I  consider  the  State  bound,  and  recommend  it  be  reimbursed  the  city,  on  the 
bill  of  the  Surveyor. 

The  Slate  Librarian,  since  his  e^try  in  office,  received  from  several  cources, 
the  following  number  of  volumes : 

Yolumes. 
From  California,  Western  Virginia,  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  7 

Copies. 
From  tbe  official  Printer  to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  Journals 

in  French  and  English 1,200 

Debates  in  Eugliiih • 500 

And,  in  excbunge,  a  map  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  valued  at  $20. .  1 

TBB  DISTBIBUnON 

To  the  Members  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  State  and  City  Officers, 

and  Qovernors  of  loyal  States  and  Territoiies : 

Copies. 

Journals  of  the  Convention 1,000 

Debates 500 

Yolumes. 
To  Judges,  Clerks,  District  Attorneys,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Ac,, 
various  law  books  252 
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*4ND  HI  QAYC  lUBO  IN  KXOOAMOB : 

YolniBM. 

Lonisiana  Annual  Reports 30 

Martin's  do  3 

Robinson's         do  1 

Acts 1 

Whole  number  of  Tolames 35 

Al  an  aggregate  Talne  of $224 

Received  the  map  of  the  State 20 

Balance  dne  in  exchange $204 

It  appears  from  reports  of  former  librarians,  that  for  many  jears,  there 
was  in  practice  the  habit  to  make  exchanges  with  book  merchants.  Ae- 
oordiog  to  that  custom,  the  present  librarian  thought  proper  so  to  exchange 
some  of  the  above  mentioned  books.  But,  considering  that  such  exchangee 
cannot  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  State  library,  I  would  suggest  that  the 
part  of  the  act  No.  242,  of  1855,  authorising  the  same,  be  repealed  ;  a  matter 
upon  which  I  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body. 

The  report  of  Judge  Garrigan,  the  librarian,  shows  that  he  has  now  under 
his  supervision : 

Volumes. 
In  room  No.  25,  City  Hall,  in  French,  English,  and  other  various 

languttf^et*,  in  Miscellaneous  Works  of  Literature,  History,  Science, 

and  Medical  works,  about 10,000 

In  other  rooms,  halls  aod  places,  some  Miscellaneous  Lawa-Books, 

estimated  at  about 15,000 

Making  a  total  of  about 25.000 

From  the  foregoing  recapitulation,  it  appears  that  about  25,000  volumes 
are  missing,  estimated  in  value  at  $125,000. 

Mr.  Garrigan  was  appointed  by  me,  fts  librarian,  on  the  27th  of  March 
last,  a  few  days  only  before  the  constitutional  convention  met.  From  his 
entering  in  office,  and  during  the  session  of  said  convention,  he  was  con- 
•tantiy  employed  in  the  endeavors  to  attend,  every  day,  the  v/nnts  and 
request  of  its  members.  After  the  adjournment  of  that  body,  and  his  return 
from  Baton  Rou^^e,  be  has  devoted  his  whole  time  in  sending  to  the  gov- 
ernors and  public  institutions  of  the  several  States,  the  Journal  aod  Debates 
of  the  conveniion,  and  in  making  the  best  distribution  of  the  books  possible 
for  the  use  of  the  Legislature.  And,  since,  he  also  employed  the  few  mo- 
ments left  him  to  dispose  of,  to  remore  a  quantity  of  books  from  rooms 
destinated  to  the  use  ot  the  General  Assembly. 

Owing  to  the  causes  stated,  it  has  been  entirely  impossible  for  the  librarian 
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loeomplj  with  tbe  fourth  seetion  of  an  act  of  1855,  reqairing  an  ioTentory 
as  well  as  oatalognes  of  all  the  books  and  papers  in  tbe  library  to  be  taken. 
As  soon  as  circnmstances  will  permit,  a  fall  inrentory  and  complete  cata- 
lognee  will  be  taken. 

When  the  State  government  was  in  Baton  Rouge,  some  white  persons  and 
a  number  of  negroes  were  allowed  for  the  service  of  both  the  offices  of 
secretaiy  of  state  and  librarian.  In  the  present  circumstances,  it  is  indis* 
pensable  lor  said  offices,  to  have  a  messenger  to  carry  packages,  letters,  ete.» 
to  the  express  company,  post  of&ce  and  other  places ;  and  from  the  Ist  of 
September  last,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  to  appoint  one. 

The  librarian  has  to  receive,  and  is  required  by  law  to  pend  many  pack- 
ages and  letters  to  all  loyal  States  and  Territories,  and  is  bound  to  pay 
postages,  packing,  etc. ;— also  he  requires  articles  of  stationery,  for  which 
there  should  be  an  appropriation  by  law.  I  estimate  that  $300  would  cover 
those  expenses. 

In  the  previous  years,  the  ordinary  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  the  distribution  of  various  works  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  tlie 
library,  was  fixed  at  $S,000.  Owing  to  the  present  situation  of  the  State 
treasury,  I  will  not  specify  any  sum,  but  leave  it  to  your  wisdom  to  fix  the 
amount 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respeetfblly  submit  and  recommend  to  yonr  con- 
sideration, the  following  items :  ' 

Ist.  To  take  the  proper  measures  to  obtain  a  suitable  location  for  the 
State  library,  wherein  to  receive  and  systematically  arrange,  according  to 
subject  and  languages,  about  30,000  volumes,  as  a  great  deal  of  the  books 
are  rapidly  going  to  ruin,  for  want  of  place. 

2d.  To  approprkte  a  sufficient  amount  to  cause  the  dty  to  be  reimbursed 
on  the  bill  of  the  cit^  surveyor,  for  expenses  in  fitting  up  shelves  of  the 
library. 

3d.  To  appropriate  $600  per  annum,  for  the  salary  of  a  messenger  for 
the  use  of  the  secretary  of  state  and  librarian,  payable  monthly,  from  the 
1st  of  September  last. 

4th.  Also,  to  appropriate  $300  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  State 
library,  running  f^om  Uie  1st  of  September  last,  up  to  the  same  day,  in  1865. 

The  present  salary  of  the  librarian,  owing  to  tbe  high  rate  of  all  things,  is 
meagre.  I  think  it  a  matter  of  justice,  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able body  upon  that  serious  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WnOTNOWSKI, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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THE  BOARD  OF  CURRENCY. 


7b  thi  HonoraUe  the  Senaie  and  House  cf  BepresaUoHvea  cf  ihe  SbOe  <f 
Louieianaf  in  Oeneral  Assembly  convened : 

Gektlembn  :— The  imderslgDed  beg  leare  to  report  that,  on  the  7tk  of 
April  lait,  they  addressed  notes  to  all  the  chartered  and  free  baoks  of  this 
city,  to  the  effect  that  they  would  be  expected  to  make  weekly  and  monthly 
reports  to  the  Board  of  Currency/as  provided  by  law. 

The  Bank  of  Louisiana  and  the  Merchants'  Bank  responded  that  they  were 
in  liquidation  by  order  of  Utiior  General  Butler. 

Tbe  Cresoent  City  Bank  made  a  similar  response,  bnt  has  oontlnned  to 
send  regular  reports ;  and,  with  reglu'd  to  this  bank,  it  gives  us  pleasore  to 
state  that  they  hare  succeeded  in  arranging  their  affairs  in  so  satis&ctofy  a 
manner,  that  their  indebtedness  has  been  reduced  from  four  hundred  and 
eight  thousand  and  seventy-seTen  dollars  ($i08,077)  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  twenty4wo 
cento  ($185,153  22-100)  since  the  6th  of  September  ultimo,  and  their  notes 
have  advanced  from  forty  (40)  to  eighty  (80)  cents  on  the  dollar  in  that  time. 

Tbe  Bank  of  New  Orleans  reported  on  the  16th  of  April,  but  has  discon- 
tinued to  do  so  from  that  date  until  within  the  last  few  weeks. 

With  reference  to  this  bank,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  officers  steadily 
neglect  to  provide  means  for  the  redemption  of  their  circulation,  either  in 
legal  tender  or  notes  of  tbe  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  their  notes  are  now 
worth  only  forty-five  (45)  cents  on  the  dollar  in  ihe  money  market 

The  State  treasury  holds  thirty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  dghty 
dollais  ($33,580,)  of  these  notes,  and  it  is  suggested  that  urgent  measures 
should  be  adopted,  by  which  the  State  may  be  secured  against  loss  on  tbe 
same. 

With  these  exceptions,  all  the  banks  have  sent  regular  reports,  properly 
attested,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  such  cases  provided. 

These  reports  have  not  been  published  on  account  of  the  imperfeot  orgaai- 
xation  of  the  Board— no  President  or  Secretary  having  been  appointed,  and 
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from  the  ftict  that  the  banks  have  been  doUig  Utile  or  no  bniliieM,  exoept  to 
retire  their  cireolation.  Another  reaaoa  was  fodnd  In  the  fbet  that  a  <<  Finan- 
eial  CommisaioD,"  appointed  bj  Miyor  General  Banks,  has  been  engaged  in 
examining  into  the  conditions  of  the  banks  and  other  eorporations  of  theolt^r. 
These  reports,  together  with  lists  of  the  aetnal  stockholders,  are  on  file  in  the 
State  Treasurer's  offloe,  and  are  open  to  the  inspeetion  of  the  public,  and  are 
ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  appropriate  oommittee  of  the  Legislature. 

We  raclose  copies  of  the  several  reports  returned  on  Saturday,  the  15th 
instant 

In  this  connection,  permit  us  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  manage* 
ment  and  present  condition  of  the  Southern  Bank. 

On  the  16Ui  of  September,  1861,  this  bank  reftised,  emphatically,  to  suspend 
specie  payments,  when  ail  the  other  banks  were  forced  to  yield  to  the  public 
and  official  pressure  that  was  brought  to  bear  up(fti  them.  All  the  liabilities 
of  this  bank,  existing  at  that  time,  have  been  paid  in  specie,  and  it  is  now  en- 
tirely free  from  all  obligations  except  a  small  remnant  of  circulation—say 
about  thirteen  thousand  dollars  (13,000,)  which  has  not  been  paid  only 
because  it  has  been  Inaccessible,  and  which  amount  is  prorided  for  by  an 
equal  amount  of  coin  in  the  yauU  of  the  bank.  Such  a  rare  Instance  of  care- 
fril  management  would  seem  to  make  this  public  mention  an  act  of  simple 
justice. 

With  reference  to  tlie  other  banks  which  ^ure  redeeming  their  issues  in 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  we  doiibt  not  the  wisdom  and  discretion 
of  your  honorable  body  will  enable  yon  to  reach  such  conclusions  as  shall 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  law,  while  they  bare  a  studied  and  careftil 
regard  to  thft  interests  of  all  concerned.  In  seeking  this  end,  it  .should  be 
remembered  that  the  banking  system  of  this  State  had  no  superior,  poasibiy 
BO  equal,  on  this  continent 

The  management  of  these  institutions  in  past  years  has  been  such  as  to 
enable  them  to  weather  financial  storms,  when  those  of  other  parts  of  the 
country  yielded  to  the  pressure. 

They  were  the  pride  of  our  city  and  State,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  entire  commercial  community.  Our  merchants  availed  themselves  of 
these  banking  facilities  to  enlarge  their  operations,  and,  by  extending  accom- 
modations to  the  agricultural  interests,  our  own  and  the  neighboring  States 
were  enabled  to  de7elop  their  resources,  and,  in  return,  poured  their  wealth 
into  this  our  South-western  Metropolis.  Hence  it  is  tha:  the  portfolios  of 
these  banks  represent  claims,  more  or  less  direct,  upon  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  agricultural  wealth  in  the  lower  Mississippi  valley. 

Their  list  of  stockholders  is  represented  by  thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
who  have  thus  invested  their  means  for  safe-keeping  and  profit  Here,  per- 
chance, is  the  last  resource  of  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  whose  other  reliance  has  been  swef^t  away  by  the  ravages  of  war. 
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It  beoomet,  then,  a  lerloiis  quesUoo,  whether  the  foil  rigor  of  the  Uw 
•honid  be  Tisited  vpoD  tbeee  inttitatioiie,  cir  whether  thej  should  haye  u 
opporianitj  extended  to  them,  under  the  strict  snrreiUMioe  of  the  Stale 
authorities,  to  recorer  themselyes  from  their  present  anomalous  and  trying 
•ondition.  So  loi.g  as  thej  redeem  their  circulation  in  legal  currency,  thej 
would  seem  fai  be  doing  justice  to  the  general  public  in  the  same  degree  with 
the  majority  of  the  banks  in  the  Northern  States ;  and  there  is,  at  least,  a 
hope  that  with  the  return  of  peace,  and  the  oonsequent  roTival  of  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  Interests,  they  may  be  s.ble  to  collect  their  debts  with- 
out material  distress  to  theh:  debtors,  and  thus  make  some  return  to  thoee 
who  haye  so  confidingly  inyested  ^eir  means  in  these  stocks. 

If,  howcTer,  the  full  rigor  of  the  law  shall  be  applied,  it  seems  ineyitable 
that  the  debtcrs  must  be  ruined,  the  securities  rendered  worthless  by  forced 
sales  in  a  time  of  depression,  and  the  thousands  of  innocent  stod&hoiders 
depriyed  of  all  expectation  of  any  return  for  their  inyestments. 

Permit  us  to  suggest  that  the  object  of  legislation  should  be  to  root  out 
and  obliterate  all  wrong  and  corruption,  but  at  the  same  time  to  foster  and 
aid  that  which  is  honest  and  yaluable,  especially  when  oyerborne  and  crushed 
by  a  force  too  powerful  to  be  resisted,  and  too  wide  extended  to  be  escaped. 

It  will  be  obseryed  that  the  status  of  the  Louisiana  State  Bank  must  be 
materially  affected  by  the  amount  of  Confederate  notes  which  they  hold  to 
the  credit  of  the  State  treasury.  What  the  application  of  law  might  require 
In  the  premises,  it  does  not  belong  to  our  olBcial  functions  to  inquire.  But  we 
haye  serious  doubts  whether  the  history  of  the  means  by  which  that  money 
was  left  in  the  yault  of  the  bank,  will  show  thfit  there  is  equitable  reason  why 
the  bank  should  be  compelled  to  make  the  amounts  in  lawful  currency.  It 
should  be  stated,  in  this  connection,  that  this  same  claim  was  made  upon  the 
bank  during  the  administration  of  General  Shepley,  late  military  goyemor  of 
Louisiana ;  but,  on  presentation  of  the  fiicts  of  the  case,  the  claim  was  relin- 
quibbed,  and  with  the  adyioe  and  consent  of  General  Shepley  and  the  other 
military  authorities,  the  Confederate  money  was  inyested  in  cotton  within 
the  Confederate  lines  of  military  occupaUon,  with  the  understanding,  that 
when  the  cotton  should  be  realized,  the  banks  indebted  to  the  State  should 
be  paid  in  currrency.  Accordingly,  the  aforesaid  Confederate  money  m 
no  longer  in  the  possession  of  the  banks ;  but  instead  of  it,  are  the  proper 
permits,  issued  by  Gen.  Shepley,  for  bringing  the  aforesaid  cotton  to  markeL 
The  varying  issues  of  military  compaigns  in  this  department  have  not  yet 
afforded  opportunity  to  bring  in  this  cotton,  and  therefore  the  amount  of 
Confederate  money  has  bot  been  replaced  by  lawful  currency. 
We  haye  the  honor  to  be,  , 

Yours,  yery  respectfully, 

J.  G.  BELDEN,  TVeaswnr, 

S.  WROTNOWSKI,  Seerekay  <f  Skik. 
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